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A RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF LEWIS E. LEHRMAN
(August 15, 1938 — March 11, 2026)

WHEREAS, Lewis E. Lehrman, the scholar, philanthropist, and tireless champion of American
history, passed from this life on March 11, 2026, leaving a vacancy in the world of Lincoln

scholarship that will not soon be filled; and

WHEREAS, Lehrman devoted decades of his life to ensuring that the story of Abraham Lincoln

reached every corner of American civic life; and

WHEREAS, Lehrman co-founded, with Richard Gilder, the Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History, which has become one of the nation’s foremost centers for the study and
teaching of American history, and which has brought primary-source education to students and

teachers across the United States and England; and

WHEREAS, Lehrman, together with Gilder and Professor Gabor Boritt, established the Lincoln
Prize at Gettysburg College, which annually recognizes the finest scholarly work on Abraham
Lincoln, the Civil War soldier, and their era, thereby elevating Lincoln scholarship and

rewarding the best minds drawn to it; and

WHEREAS, the Gilder Lehrman Collection, which Lehrman built with Gilder over many years,
gathered more than 60,000 original historical documents and placed them on public deposit at

the New York Historical Society, where scholars and citizens alike may draw upon them; and

WHEREAS, Lehrman founded the Lincoln Institute and its network of websites, including
AbrahamLincoln.org and AbrahamLincolnsClassroom.org, making authoritative Lincoln
scholarship accessible to millions; and



WHEREAS, Lehrman authored Lincoln at Peoria: The Turning Point, Lincoln “by littles”, and
Lincoln & Churchill: Statesmen at War, works that reflect both the depth of his scholarship and the
clarity of his conviction that Lincoln’s ideas remain indispensable to the American experiment;

and

WHEREAS, President George W. Bush awarded Lehrman the National Humanities Medal in
2005 for his contributions to American history, Lincoln scholarship, and the life of the nation;

and

WHEREAS, the Abraham Lincoln Association recognized Lehrman as a Distinguished Director
in 2013, and further honored him with the Logan Hay Medal, the Association’s highest
recognition, for his noteworthy contributions to the ALA’s mission: to observe each anniversary
of Lincoln's birth, to preserve the landmarks of his life, and to encourage, promote, and aid the
collection and dissemination of authentic information regarding all phases of his life and career;

and

WHEREAS, Lincoln scholars across every generation and perspective have found in Mr.
Lehrman a benefactor, one who invested his resources, his intellect, and his energy in the belief

that understanding Lincoln is essential to understanding America;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln
Association records with deep sorrow the death of Lewis E. Lehrman and extends its sincere

condolences to his wife Louise, their children, and all who loved him; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board acknowledges the breadth and permanence of his
contributions, including the institutions he built, the prizes he endowed, the documents he
preserved, and the books he wrote, as a legacy that will continue to influence Lincoln

scholarship for generations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board directs that this resolution be retained in the
permanent records of the Association, posted on the Association’s website, and transmitted to
the Lehrman family as an expression of the gratitude and admiration of all who carry forward

the work to which Lewis Lehrman gave so much of his life.

Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln Association
Springfield, Illinois, March 13, 2026.



