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Mr. Lincoln was serving his only term in Congress as the 
lone Whig from Illinois when in May 1848 Mary Lincoln 
wrote from Lexington, Kentucky, to her husband, hinting 
that she would like to join him on his trip back to Spring-
field.  “You know I am so fond of sightseeing & I did not 
get to New York or Boston or travel the lake route,” she 
explained.   
   So Mary and the boys went east.  After the first session 
of the 30th Congress adjourned in mid-August, Lincoln, 
Mary, and their boys Robert and Eddy went to Maryland 
and Massachusetts as he stumped for Zachary Taylor for 
president.  “Detained by the illness of [our] youngest 
son,” the Lincolns did not leave New England until 23 

September.  From Boston they traveled by train to Buffa-
lo, New York, where they boarded the steamship Globe 
on 26 September.  (After the Lincolns were married in 
1842, they spent a year residing in the Globe Tavern in 
Springfield.  One can image Lincoln joking to his wife, 
“Molly, we’re moving back to the Globe!”)   
   The Globe began plying the waters of the Great Lakes 
in June 1848 and by September had already made several 
round trips between Buffalo and Chicago.  She had been 
built in the Detroit River by D. C. M. Goodsell. Although 
she was new, her engine and much of her furniture came 
from the steamer Boston, wrecked earlier at Milwaukee.  
The Globe’s owner, Mr. Robinson, of Detroit, employed 
the veteran and trustworthy James Sanderson of Milwau-
kee as her captain. 
   The Globe was advertised as “entirely new, of 1,300 
tons burthen, being the largest boat on the lakes.  Cabin 
extends the whole length of the upper deck and is fin-
ished and fitted up in the most fashionable and comforta-
ble style with State and Family Rooms … and for speed, 
comfort, and safety she is not equaled by any other boat 
on the lakes.” 
  Delayed about 3 days by weather en route, the Globe 
did not arrive in Chicago until the early morning hours of 
6 October.  From Chicago the family traveled along the 
Illinois & Michigan Canal, then the Illinois River, before 
arriving by stage in Springfield late on 10 October.  

(Their arduous 1848 journeys are detailed in Wayne C. 
Temple’s book Lincoln’s Connections with the I & M 
Canal ... and His Invention [1986].) 
   It was a close call.  The Chicago Journal of 6 October, 
as copied by the Buffalo Weekly Republic on 17 October 
(see image), reported that while the Globe was being un-
loaded a box was discovered to be on fire!  “Upon exami-
nation it was found to contain some combustible material 

… in a slow 
state of com-
bustion. . . . [H]
ad the Globe 
been detained a 
day longer … 
her destruction, 
with perhaps, 
the loss of all 
on board” 
would have 
been the story. 
  The fire smol-

dering in the 

cargo hold of 

the Globe while 

the Lincoln 

family were on 

the Great Lakes 

was much like the fire of slavery smoldering in the coun-

try over the coming decade.  The parallel continued.  The 

Globe, like the Lincolns, continued to sally forth, until 3 

days after Lincoln was elected to the presidency on 6 No-

vember 1860, the boiler on the Globe exploded and blew 

the ship to pieces on a Chicago River dock.  At least 15 

people were killed.  In the coming months the nation, too, 

would explode into civil war.  It would take 4 years, and 

hundreds of thousands of lives, including his own, but 

Abraham Lincoln would safely navigate the ship of state 

to port.  

Fire in the Hold! 

Reminders: Please join us for a free one-day ALA Symposium   Beginning on Thurs. 15 June at Springfield’s Hoogland Ctr.:  
at Cantigny Park, in Wheaton, Illinois, on Saturday 17 June.        The Lincolns of Springfield, a musical that premiered in 
For further information:  www.abrahamlincolnassociation.org.    Santa Barbara in Oct. 2022; slated to run for 6 weeks. 
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The Grim Harvest 
By Lee D. Eutsey 

 
My dear Sir 
  I will willingly comply with your request if upon return of 
Dr. Brown the embalmer from Springf’d it is found that a 
lock can be spared. 
                     Very truly yours 
                                         Robert T. Lincoln 
  Hon G.V. Fox 
  Asst. Sec of Navy 
  Washington    May 1 
  
Robert Lincoln sent this reply to Gustavus V. Fox on the 
same mourning stationery that Mary Lincoln used, bordered 
all in black.  The martyred body of his father had not yet 
reached its final destination by train at Springfield.  From 
the moment the President breathed his last on April 15, his 
“mythic potency already contained in his living frame was 
magnified beyond measure in his bruised and rigid corpse,” 
in the words of Richard Wightman Fox in Lincoln’s Body 
(2015).  His “thatch of wild republican hair” (quipped W.H. 
Russell of the Times of London in 1860) instantly became a 
highly prized trophy relic to anyone who could nick one off.   
  Secretary Stanton and Speaker Colfax were two of the first 
intimates of Lincoln to procure some of the precious, irre-
placeable hair.  At the White House second floor bedroom 
where the President’s body was taken, he was put under a 
constant watch by guards of honor -- major generals and 
their officers.  At noon, a cranial autopsy was performed 
and several locks of hair were cut from the rear of his head.  
Neither Surgeon-General Joseph Barnes or his assistant sur-
geons, nor civilian physicians or guests in attendance, bold 
enough to hold out in appeal, left empty-handed.  Almost 
every hair relic obtained was later described as originating 
from “near” or “vicinity of the wound.”  
  A steady flow of “members of the Cabinet and Senators 
with their wives,” including “almost all the eminent states-
men and politicians of that famous era” visited the body in 
that bedchamber, wrote an army surgeon who had had been 
assigned to help guard the body (Robert Reyburn, Fifty 
Years in the Practice of Medicine and Surgery, 1856-1906: 
Autobiography [1907]).  Reyburn went on to write, “Many 
locks of the President's hair had been cut off for his family, 
and we had very urgently pleaded for one of them, but to no 
avail.  One of the generals who was present, however, no-
ticed that in cutting off the hair one of the locks had 
dropped on the floor and had remained unnoticed.  He said 
to us: "Doctor, I can't give you any of the President's hair, 
but I see a lock of it has dropped upon the floor, and if you 
capture it I shall make no objection.” 
  In both the instances of the dividing of the President’s 
scalp, ear to ear, by the pathologist’s knife for the autopsy, 
and by the embalming-surgeon to then suture the scalp 
closed again, cutting down the “great black mass of hair” 

would have been a necessary imperative to their work.  And 
to anyone else, why not?  After all, the back of Lincoln’s 
head was going to rest on a silk pillow, wasn’t it?  Thus, 
their deeds were hidden from sight, forever.  So, by turns, 
Mary’s dressmaker got a lock, as did the White House usher 
and the chief doorkeeper.  Mary's Kentucky cousins did, 
and one of their brothers-in-law also indulged.  Even a 
guard at the bedroom door was allowed hair, for his aunt 
back in Illinois.  
  The state funeral would be in the White House that coming 
Wednesday 19th.  One might assume that the body’s lying 
in full view of major generals, in a splendid coffin in the 
East Room, would discourage anyone from collecting some 
hair for himself.  And yet, enter Ninian W. Edwards, broth-
er-in-law from Illinois, who felt entitled under those cir-
cumstances to cut off a lock for his own purposes.  But who 
had a better opportunity to this grim harvest than the men of 
the D.C. firms, which served in the public’s trust, in the 
preparation of and care for the body? Meet Dr. Charles De-
Costa Brown, of Brown and Alexander, embalming compa-
ny, and Frank T. Sands, of Sands & Harvey, government 
undertakers.  More than one modern collection that includes 
postmortem Lincoln hair shows that personal gifts were 
made of the hair by Dr. Brown. A 1917 Geo. D. Smith auc-
tion catalogue (p. 139) reveals this description of a lot put 
up by Brown’s family: “Lock of Hair from Lincoln’s Head 
removed by Dr. Brown the Embalmer whilst the Remains 
were in his charge.”  Even Sands’s partner, R. F. Harvey, is 
the source of one extant lock, now in a small museum in 
Gettysburg, Pa., gifted to an acquaintance. 
  But of all the postmortem locks of hair in modern collec-
tions, none could possibly prove more difficult to justify 
than one from the late Oliver Barrett’s, described in the 
1952 auction catalogue as “hair taken at the tomb.”  That is, 
36 years of opening and closing Lincoln’s different burial 
containers provided a last “grave” opportunity for someone 
to clip some hair from the head of the long-ago entombed 
Lincoln.  So they nicked it.  
  All of this might sound improbable to the modern reader.  
Maybe even impossible.  A Victorian Age scalping of an 
assassinated, war-time President, by friends and strangers in 
broad daylight?  The rear of the President’s head, an unholy 
wasteland of stubble and suture work?  But consider this if 
you will.  Robert Lincoln wrote to the Assistant Secretary of 
Navy, expecting that the embalmer Dr. Brown may be car-
rying “spare” locks of his father’s hair with him when he 
returned.  Robert expected the distinct possibility that Dr. 
Brown (and not Sands) would be holding onto hair.  Was 
there some back-channel knowledge or particular arrange-
ment that was understood by Robert, or was he guessing?  
In either case, a second note from Robert, written on the 
same stationery, presumably after Brown’s return, was de-
livered to Gustavus V. Fox.  Inside was an ample lock of 
dark hair, “willingly” promised in the first note.  
                              --Mr. Eutsey, of Bloomington, Illinois, is 

a Lincoln postmortem historian and speaker. 
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 By ALA President Michael Burlingame 

“Brady and the Cooper Institute made 
me President,” Lincoln allegedly said, 
but the evidence for that claim is uncon-
vincing.  Harold Holzer reproduces 
those words in his monograph Lincoln 
at Cooper Union: The Speech That 
Made Abraham Lincoln President 
(Simon & Schuster, 2004, p. 5), citing 
James D. Horan’s biography of the emi-
nent 19th-century photographer Mathew 
Brady (Crown, 1955, p. 32).  Holzer 
misidentifies the source of the quota-
tion: “Horan quoted Lincoln’s friend, 
later White House aide, and biographer, 
Ward Hill Lamon.”  In fact, Horan quot-
ed Mathew Brady, not Lamon: “when 
Brady and Lincoln met at the White 
House, Brady recalled that when Mar-
shal Ward Hill Lamon said, ‘I have not 
introduced Mr. Brady,’ the President re-
marked, ‘in his ready way,’ ‘Brady and 
the Cooper Institute made me Presi-
dent.’”  Holzer correctly notes that there 
“is no corroborating contemporary evi-
dence that Mr. Lincoln ever said any-
thing of the kind.” (pp. 5-6, 285n.4)  
Holzer might have added that no credi-
ble reminiscent testimony from Lamon, 
or anyone else, corroborates Brady’s 
self-serving claim.  
   At another point, Holzer (pp. 100, 
302n.46) identified the source of the 
quotation as the painter George Henry 
Story, who allegedly witnessed Lincoln 
having his picture taken at Brady’s 
Washington studio on February 28, 
1861.  Story, whose reminiscences are 
quoted in Roy Meredith’s biography of 

the photographer (Scribner’s, 1946, pp. 
67-68), alleged that he heard Lincoln 
say: “Brady and the Cooper Union 
speech made me President.”  Holzer 
himself was justifiably skeptical: “But 
George Henry Story also added of the 
incoming president: ‘His hands were 
small and shapely,’ casting doubt on 
everything else he remembered of that 
1861 encounter, including the compli-
ment to Brady.”  In his endnote to this 
passage, Holzer cites an 1891 interview 
Brady gave to George Alfred Townsend 
(Washington correspondence by Town-
send, 10 April 1891, New York World, 
12 April 1891, p. 26). 
   Holzer (p. 100) also quotes Brady’s 
statement to the artist Francis B. Car-
penter: “My friend Brady, the photogra-
pher, insisted that his photograph of Mr. 
Lincoln, taken the morning of the day 
he made his Cooper Institute speech in 
New York . . . was the means of his 
election.”  Yet Brady did not tell Car-
penter that Lincoln believed the photo-
graph had made him president; Carpen-
ter states only that Brady made the 
boastful claim.   
   Don and Virginia Fehrenbacher do not 
include this suspicious quotation in their 
invaluable compilation Recollected 
Words of Abraham Lincoln (Stanford 
U.P., 1994), but if they had done so, 
they would probably have awarded it 
the grade of F or, at best, D.  The Feh-
renbachers’ is a complicated grading 
system, but in short, the quotation is so 
poorly supported by evidence that it 
should not be used. 

   Nance’s “Owner,” 1839 
 A newly revealed, privately 
held receipt reads, “Rec’d of 
Wm. Cromwell adm’r of N. 
Cromwell dec’d twenty dollars 
as a fee in a suit against D. Bai-
ly in Tazewell Circuit Court  
Oct. 1839 S T Logan”  Nance Legins-Costly first sought her freedom from Nathan 
Cromwell in 1836; Stuart & Lincoln were involved; here Stephen T. Logan, sepa-
rately, is involved; in 1841 on appeal to the Illinois Supreme Court Lincoln with 
Logan won her freedom. New markers to her unveiled: Peoria, June 14; Pekin, 17th. 

Did Lincoln Actually Say  
“Brady and the Cooper Institute made me President”? 



 
 

Members of the ALA, as of May 2023 — Thank You! 
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John J. Coniglio, East Meadow, NY 
John L. Conlon, Spring Green, WI 
Alexander Coren, Alexandria, VA 
Alfred Coren, Syracuse, NY 
John Cribb, Spartanburg, SC 
Brad Crow, Salem, IL 
Roger Cruse, Springfield, IL 
Anthony J. Czarnecki,  
     Cortlandt Manor, NY 
Chris Davis, Coldstream, OH 
Deborah Decker, Esko, MN 
George Dekle, Lake City, FL 
Paul Demmy, Orient, OH 
Mark A. Dewart, Lake Bluff, IL 
Carole Dickerson, Freeport, IL 
Jeff Dickey, Springfield, IL 
Charles R. Disque, Indianapolis, IN 
Charles Doty, Washington, D.C. 
Dennis Doyle, Joliet, IL 
Diana Dretske, Zion, IL 
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Dunn,  
     Springfield, IL 
Kurt D. Dykstra, Indianapolis, IN 
Nell B. Eckley, Bloomington, IL 
Jason Emerson, Baldwinsville, NY 
Ed Epstein, Chevy Chase, MD 
Gary Erickson, Oconomowoc, WI 
Terence Esvelt, Waban, MA 
Norman B. Ferris, Murfreesboro, TN 
David Fetterman, Pittsburgh, PA 
Joshua Arthur Fink, Allentown, PA 
A. William Finke, Milwaukee, WI 
Michael Fowler, North Augusta, SC 
James R. Frick, Allentown, PA 
Robert Frost, West Long Branch, NJ 
Sara Gabbard, Ft. Wayne, IN 
Malcolm Garber, Shoreline, WA 
David B. Gaynon, Beaverton, OR 
Mark Gebhards, Springfield, IL 
Maureen Giraldo, Kansas City, MO 
Robert Girardi, Chicago, IL 
Mary Jo Meier Goodknecht,  
     Bourbonnais, IL 
Michael Green, Las Vegas, NV 
Karl M. Grisso, Charleston, IL 
John Groves, Mesa, AZ 
John Hamill, Northfield, IL 
Max Hammer, Springfield, IL 
Ron Harnden, Wichita, KS 
William C. Harris, Raleigh, NC 
Elaine Harris, Spur, TX 
Ann Hart, Austin, TX 
William Hatch, Champaign, IL 
Michael Hater, M.D., Cincinnati, OH 
Jason Hatton, Columbia, IN 
Robert Haxter, Charlottesville, VA 
Norman D. Hellmers, Valparaiso, IN 
Jack Henkels, Gretna, LA 
Richard Herndon, Springfield, IL 
James Hevron, Newburgh, IN 
Robert J. Hilgenbrink, Shiloh, IL 
Ardith Hilliard, Emmaus, PA 
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Charlie Hitt, Springfield, IL 
Ross Hodel, Springfield, IL 
Elizabeth Hogan, Washington, D.C. 
Dan Holder, Bloomington, IL 
Brent Holmes, Mattoon, IL 
Thomas A. Horrocks, Cambridge, MA 
Brad Hufford, Silver Spring, MD 
Alan Hunter, Noblesville, IN 
Loren Iglarsh, Springfield, IL 
Ian Iverson, St. Paul, MN 
James Allen Jackson, Kalamazoo, MI 
Robert G. Jeffers, Jr., Vernon, CT 
Terry Jehling, Manchester, MO 
W. Jenkins, Dyersburg, TN 
James C. Johnson, Jr., Southside, AL 
Carol Johnston, Indianapolis, IN 
Jerry Jones, St. Charles, MO 
Randy Kantner, Lyons, IL 
Robert Kaplan, Cortlandt Manor, NY 
Elizabeth D. Kater, Peoria, IL 
Rev. Boardman W. Kathan, Prospect, CT 
Philip M. Kayman, Chicago, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick C. Keefe, Okatie, SC 
Ron Keller, Lincoln, IL 
Daniel F. Kennedy, Sarasota, FL 
John M. Kenney, Royal Oak, MI 
Ada Kent, Worthington, OH 
David Kent, Fairfax, VA 
Mark Kevitt, Columbus, IN 
Mike Kienzler, Springfield, IL 
Lawrence Kienzler, Bradenton, FL 
Robert J. Killewald, Ypsilanti, MI 
Tayla Killingsworth, Derby, KS 
Douglas Kirby, Mason City, IL 
W. Gerald Klingler, M.D., Orlando, FL 
Howard E. Knapp, Waterloo, IL 
Allen Kodish, Chicago, IL 
Robert L. Krasner, Lantana, FL 
Steven Krause, Shaker Heights, OH 
Karla Krueger, Pleasant Plains, IL 
Ray Kuzniar, Wauconda, IL 
Tom Lapsley, Fairview, OR 
Richard Lawson, Newburg, IN 
Stuart Leo, Decatur, IL 
Joseph A. Lesak, Palmetto, FL 
Lincoln Financial Collection, Ft. Wayne, IN 
Robert J. Lindvall, Rockford, IL 
David Lipschultz, Chicago, IL 
Wren Ludlow, Keller, TX 
John A. Lupton, Springfield, IL 
Polly Lynn, Edwardsville, IL 
John McClarey, Decatur, IL 
Drew R. McCoy, Melrose, MA 
Mike McGeever, Bloomingdale, IL 
Don McGrath, Hailey, ID 
John McHugh, Wilsonville, OR 
Lorrie McKinney, Allentown, PA 
Robert T. McPeek, Geneva, IL 
John McTague, Kingston, NY 
Christian McWhirter, Springfield, IL 
William Wesley McWhorter, Jr., 
     Spartanburg, SC 
Thomas Mackie, Indianapolis, IN 
Edward J. Mahoney, St. Augustine, FL 
Richard Maiman, Portland, ME 
A. Alan Manning, Pensacola, FL 

Floyd Mansberger, Springfield, IL 
Richard Margolies, Washington, D.C. 
Jay Martens, Riverton, IL 
Charles C. Matson, Bloomington, IN 
Dr. Joshua Meeks, Chicago, IL 
Daniel Modes, Oak Park, IL 
Kolten Montgomery, Colorado Springs, CO 
Larry Morris, Evansville, IN 
Anne Moseley, Springfield, IL 
Gerald Mueller, Janesville, WI 
David R. Murph, Galveston, TX 
Charles Murphy, Springfield, IL 
Richard Nagel, Little Rock, AK 
Donnell Nantkes, Orlando, FL 
Philip Abraham Nathan, Leesburg, VA 
James Michael Neal, Lawrenceville, IL 
James Neece, Plymouth, MN 
Jeffrey Nelson, Brentwood, TN 
John and Arletta Newton, Indianapolis, IN 
Richard Nonn, Porter Ranch, CA 
Michael Olson, Columbia, MO 
Raymond Paller, River Grove, IL 
Daniel E. Pearson, Beaver Dam, WI 
William D. Pederson, Shreveport, LA 
Samuel A. Perroni, Fayetteville, AR 
Charles A. Peters, West Caldwell, NJ 
Sarah Phalen, Springfield, IL 
Jeanne Pittman, Springfield, IL 
Pontiac Tourism, Pontiac, IL 
Jim Pratt, Hammond, IN 
Fred Preiser, Salinas, CA 
Daniel Pritchett, Dover, DE 
Gerald J. Prokopowicz, Greenville, NC 
Brad Punke, Springfield, IL 
Michael Pysno, Plymouth, MN 
Mary Ann Quinn, Hamden, CT 
Gene Racela, Loudonville, NY 
Curt Radabaugh, Lancaster, OH 
Dennis Rendleman, Springfield, IL 
Mr. Tracy W. Resch, Marshall, IL 
Keith Reynolds, Garden City, ID 
Victoria Ringer, Springfield, IL 
Ron Robinson, Greenville, TX 
Steven K. Rogstad, Racine, WI 
Julian and Jan Rogus, Glen Ellyn, IL 
Raymond Roland, Springfield, IL 
Pamela Rollins, Edmond, OK 
Jeff Rombauer, Maple Valley, WA 
Janet Roney, Lovington, IL 
Warren Rosenberg, Crawfordsville, IN 
Leslie M. Rosenblatt, The Woodlands, TX 
Richard Rowe, Rock Island, IL 
Thomas Rozanski, Champaign, IL 
Tim Saiter, Paris, IL 
James W. Schacht, Chatham, IL 
Steve W. Schaefer, Madison, GA 
Richard Schieffelin, Fairfax, VA 
Scott T. Schroeder, Bloomington, IN 
Michael Schroeppel, St. Louis, MO 
Heston Leroy Seiderman, Temple, TX 
Kate Shepherd, Chicago, IL 
Richard W. Shepherd, Park Ridge, IL 
David and Jacqui Shurtleff, Boise, ID 
Joe H. Simpson, Raleigh, NC 
Peter J. Skelly, Janesville, WI 

Richard Sloan, Massapequa, NY 
Molly Smith, Round Lake Beach, IL 
Samuel Smith, Longwood, FL 
Donald Smith, Pearce, ACT, Australia 
Ruth Squillace, Yaphank, NY 
Edward Steers, Jr., Berkeley Springs, WV 
Todd Stephenson, Ft. Wayne, IN 
Kenneth M. Stickney, Lafayette, LA 
William W. Stoeckert, East Orleans, MA 
Phillip C. Stone, Harrisonburg, VA 
Lars Stridh, Uppsala, Sweden  
Christopher Sullivan, Jasper, GA 
James Tackach, Narragansett, RI 
David Tate, Syracuse, NY 
Dan Taylor, Anderson, IN 
Robert Taylor, Columbia, MD 
Elizabeth Taylor, Chicago, IL 
Mark Thanas, Laconia, NH 
Wayne Thigpen, Augusta, GA 
Sarah H. Thomas, Springfield, IL 
James A. Thomson,  
     Crawley, W.A., Australia  
Eric Tobin, Doylestown, PA 
Edward Tolley, Harrisonville, MO 
William K. Tucker, Rantoul, IL 
Dr. Thomas R. Turner,  
     East Bridgewater, MA 
Thomas Ullen, Champaign, IL 
Dan Van Haften, Batavia, IL 
Patricia Van Houton, Louisville, KY 
Nicki Van Vonno, Stuart, FL 
Gregory N. Van Winkle, Pewaukee, WI 
Thomas L. Vince, Hudson, OH 
Matthew N. Vosmeier, Hanover, IN 
Jonathan Wait, Centennial, CO 
Sarah Watson, Springfield, IL 
Rob and Mikele Webb, Carmel, IN 
Stefan L. Weill, New York, NY 
Brandon West, Altamont, IL 
Samuel P. Wheeler, Springfield, IL 
Edward L. Widmer, Providence, RI 
David B. Wiegers, Gurnee, IL 
Jeffrey Wignall, Peabody, MA 
Donald W. Wilcox, Jr., Bloomington, IL 
Nancy Wilkinson, Springfield, IL 
Frank J. Williams, Hope Valley, RI 
Arden Williams, Hermitage, TN 
Douglas L. Wilson, Galesburg, IL 
Virginia Witucke, Chicago, IL 
Clarence Wolf, Bryn Mawr, PA 
Dr. Michael Woods, Knoxville, TN 
Chris Worden, Sacramento, CA 
Jill Youngken, Bethlehem, PA 
Mr. Terrance John Yount, Rochester, NY 
David Zarefsky, Evanston, IL 
Clark Zimmerman, Lenhartsville, PA 
Dr. Gary P. Zola, Cincinnati, OH 
Christopher A. Zuccaro, Pearl River, NY 
Neysa Zurkhammer, Newport, OR  
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Student .....…$25      Lawyer……….$250 
Railsplitter .....$50       Congressman....$500 

Postmaster ...$100       President…...$1,000 

 

Joe Garrera, ALA Membership chair, urges you to join, or to rejoin!  The most important part of our organization are 
our members, who make all activities and publications possible.   
   A membership can also make a fine gift — for a Holiday, for a birthday, or for a young person’s graduation. 
   If you have already renewed for 2023, we warmly thank you.   -Joe 

You can mail this form and a check to:   
 

The Abraham Lincoln Association, P.O. Box 1865, Springfield, Ill. 62705 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________________________________ 
 
State and Zip: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Email and/or phone: ______________________________________________ 
 
Or join via  AbrahamLincolnAssociation.org  

 For the People is published four times a year and is a benefit of membership in the ALA.  James M. Cornelius, editor. 

 

A Two-shaped Tribute: In 2022 the Republic of Ghana 
issued a coin bearing Lincoln’s likeness on one side (for 
the 100th anniversary of the Daniel Chester French 
sculpture and Henry Bacon’s Lincoln Memorial) and 
Queen Elizabeth II on the reverse.  Ghana was the first 
African nation to receive independence from the British, 
in 1957, and remains an original member of the Com-
monwealth of Nations. 

Below left: On 16 May 2023 a 1930s model of the Lincoln Tomb moved to the Long Nine Museum, Athens, Illinois 
(15 miles n. of Springfield). Its base is 6’ x 10’; this height is 9’; rest of the obelisk will be nearby. Weight: 800 lbs. 
of wood.  Will County Museum, Lockport, Ill., was the donor. Planning by Jim Siberell; restoration by Fred Brown of 
Springfield. Consulting historian, David L. Finnigan. Another model collapsed in 1979.  Where is Mead’s 1st model? 

Was your name missing from pp. 4-6? 
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Expansion Ahead at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

On 2 May 2023, the website Construction Specifier reported that the National Park Service had awarded $69 
million in contracts to build a new “immersive” museum under the Lincoln Memorial.  The project will add fur-
ther upgrades to “enhance visitor experience.”  The goal is to finish by the time of the celebrations surrounding 
the nation’s semiquincentennial – our 250th birthday since 1776.  New restrooms, a bigger bookstore, and mainly 
an exhibit about the Memorial itself are the features.  
   The project will create 15,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space that tells a complete story of the Lincoln Memorial and pro-
vides a look at the structure’s founda-
tions in a cavernous area known as the 
undercroft.  New museum exhibits and 
multi-media presentations will highlight 
the construction history of the Memori-
al and discuss how it has become the 
nation’s foremost backdrop for demon-
strations and other gatherings. The pro-
ject also includes a refurbished elevator 
to the chamber level.  Access to the Me-
morial, including the steps and chamber 
with the statue of Abraham Lincoln, 
will remain open to the public during 
the construction, though the basement 
area exhibits, restrooms, and elevator 
will close in spring 2023 with tempo-
rary restrooms, bookstore, and an ac-
cessible lift available for the duration of 
the work.  

   On the Broadway bus, NYC 

               Renderings subject to change / courtesy National Park Service 


