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. 3" Aletter from our young friend, Mr. Cook
‘Matheny, dated 21st inst, on the California road,
states, (a fact of great interest here,) that “The
the Cholera had left the train.” His company was
weli. Hesays hehas seen the elephant and is de-
termined to ride him.

Letter from Elijah Cook Matheny who was traveling on the 3California road. ~
The letter is dated May 21, 1849.

| have long desired to see California; the production of hemgaks has been a marvel to
me, and her stand for the Union, her generous offerings to the S@@utamyission), and her
loyal representatives have endeared your people to me; and nothidggive me more
pleasure than a visit to the Pacific shore, and to say in peksaur citizensfbod bless you

for your devotion to the Uniorhut the unknown is before us. | may say, however, that | have
it now in purpose when the railroad is finished, to visit your wonderful state.

Abraham Lincoln, speaking to his friend Charles Maltby,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for California, on March 25, 1865.
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18
| NEITHER BORROW NOR LEND.

The Independent Gold Hunter on His Way to California
hand-colored lithograph by Nathaniel Currie. DAmour Museum of Fine Arts, Springfield, Massachusetts.

Man walking to right in image. Dressed in knee high boots and knegdeketland carrying

all his tools and kitchen implements. The California Gold Rush inspiredEaaterners to
journey westward. Gold was discovered in 1848 in California, dhadreacame a state of
the Union in 1850. Eastern newspapers shifted from stories éérisoren and pioneers to
dramatic tales of the easy wealth and riches attained by thosegttavéle West. While
many artists portrayed gold prospectors as heroic adventurers, Curego&dn produced
Gold Rush images that portrayed gold seekers as unrealistic optimistsa ptespective
gold hunter has traveled half way to California by foot. The sign in the background reads that
he still has over 1,000 miles to go. He carries practical iteiis jfmrney including a shovel,

a set of gold scales, a kettle, a gold processor that also acts as a hat, a gold waskirsg basi
frying pan, whose handle also serves as a fishing pole. Though thedesriosward,
confident in his decision and determined to reach Californimake his fortune, his
appearance suggests that he is on a fo@sion.



Dedicated to my California friend who loves Lincoln
Robert S.” % RWijlard
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Foreword
James C. Cornelius

When J. B. L. Soule coined the phr&&m West, young manin a Terre Haute, Indiana, newspaper
in 1851, he caught Horace Greefgeye at thdNew York Tribune Greeley re-printed Soufe
article, giving the phrase great currency (and unrightfully getting creditsfeabinage). Yet the
young had already been going to the far west for nearly a decade by thainohiring from
Sangamon County.

Some of them wrote home. It is a form of recycling that these trafplersonal letters to loved

ones were turned over to the local newspaper so that all neighbors could read them; and 150 years
later, those newspaper contents can be turned into books, so that even more of us can read the
personal experiences of some of the bravest, hardiest, sometimes greediest or foolhardiést folks o
our past. We are all the richer for it. Dick Hart for his élan and doggednsseking out these

leaves of the past for our edification deserves praise.

What do we gain from turning letters and news clips into books? Plenty, wheodheskt is
provided so well, and the subject mattea cross-section of local experience, ca. 1845-18k5

a vital backdrop to Abraham Lincofhdevelopment. It was and is news that William L. Todd, fo
example, headed west and helped launch Calif@rimaependence from Spanish rule. Todd left
a very comfortable home in Springfield, where his father Dr. John Todd owned an entiedit

to take up the rigors of migration. He left his first cousin Mary Lincadnwell as a dozen other
relations, to chart a new course. Among other points in his 1846 letters here, hmeadeahthat
like-minded people insteagtay homd}- Springfield was much more advanced and comfortable
than the unbuttoned West.

Another example was Benjamin A. Watson, whose many heartfelt letters home to \ilyfeuiion
their very young children make excellent fare. He yearns as much to be back with Hhrthe wi
gold prospectors. He along with a formally incorporated group of more than ra Sipregfield
businessmen (i.e., those with gold fever) lit out and did well, thoughlsoireived. Or take Elijah
Cook Matheny, bearing three names central to Springfield history; his adventuzdslatstong
enough. Other individuals or groups were less fortunattee Donners, the disappeared. If we
suppose that the first ones on the trails, to Oregon or to California, Fecghvest danger, we are
mistaken. Just as many were killed or died of disease in the early 1858s, 4aniple we see
here. Nor was the initial news of the W8stiches the only draw. This writer did not know that
1852 was the year in which more California gold was mined than any other. tiidisef lives and
tales we learn from brief or lengthy columns inlilirois State Journablndlllinois State Register
The personal became the newsworthy, and vice-versa. The Lincolns knew most of the families.

Don fforget: these migrants did all this pre-railroad. They never saw a pagedromacadamized
or corduroy road. With cash and luck, some took a riverboat a smaif plaetway, but even some
of those vessels went down with lives, or letters, or goods, as closd_asiStas far as the Platte
River in Nebraska. That anyone at all survived should cause everyone today to marvel.

The strangeness of the new places, and the strange behavior they engendered, also come out in this
book. One Sangamon County sprout named Baker had always wanted to join an Indian tribe. When
of age, he went west and did so, keeping two wives and running a cash-cow fergsdusin
(Apparently this was agreeable to government authorities; had he been Morman) w@thers

fell to fighting while en route.INo water for 25 miles. Others lost hope; or came home early; or

never came home¥ever season.The Australian gold strike of 1853 drew thousands worldwide,
including some of those erstwhile lllinoisans. More often, the travelers chareed by the

scenery, by Oregot soil and climate, by a black squirrdiifst one | ever saW, by the sight of a
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month-old newspaper, by buffalo chips for fuel, or a new tool for mirfagJndian grave up in a

tree,” Presbyterian missionaries at work with the tribes, an elk on a ridge, mutie they made
themselves with fiddle and mouth harp by a fire, singldlgl Hundred or ®Dead March in Saul.

(Both of those tunes, little could they have guessed, were to figure praiyimnetmeir erstwhile
neighbor Lincolr§ funerals in 1865.) And, as ever, they were stunned at times by the Inaffic,

too many oxen on too narrow a path, by the arrogance of a federal agent jumping the ferry line, by
a snake that killed a horse, by the prevalence of bears. Back home, one lonely wifewvetd

the dine " just to watch thekcars,” as she wrote to her migratory husband. That is, the railroad had
arrived. Why did she watch? Her journal does not exactly say.

Leaving a town, knowing theft miss it, is part of the American pattern. Hagenealogical deep
mining reveals that many of these young men (and a few families with thera)bee in
Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Ohio, and tarried for a time in central lllinoisebkgtiting out
for the plains, mountains, valleys, and riches of another land farther on. JohhReamertouched
on these developments 150 years ago; Doug Pokorski gave us another taste of thistwmter
decades ago. Now we get a fuller sense of how Sangamon County stood as deéiotdash
westward.

All this is background to ... Mr. Lincoln? Yes, read this book and you willrstatted more fully
why he could be offered the secretaryship, then the governorship, of Oregon Terfi@49;imnd
why Mary, and perhaps Abraham too, determined that the risk was too great, theclostacif
with the familiar world too debilitating. But these stories are backgrauad of central lllinois,
for those extended families who made even bigger news out west than di§ klaugin. The
reader can discover that for him- or herself. It is worth the trip.

James M. Cornelius
Springfield, Illinois
April 2019
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California Dreamin
Richard E. Hart

In the liberated 60s, many of the youth of that generation had dreams otg@alifornia. The
Mamas and the Papas expressed those dreams in a popukuGsadiigrnia Dreamin.fEarlier, in
the mid 19' Century, many young men of LincdfnSpringfield also had California dreams. The
west coast sirens lured them to leave their Springfield homes and faimili@aswild ride west
across the prairies and mountains to California and Oregon. They embodied thtergersi
American desire for a new and better place and played a small palariger historical event
America$ Manifest Destiny. They were all California Dreanfin.

Their stories have been overshadowed largely by the abundance of study of Abraham Lincoln and
those Springfield residents who were significant in his life. There are a fewiexsegtch as the
oft-told story of the ill-fated Donner Party that in 1846 lefinir&pringfield§ Public Square for

the Pacific Coast led by Sangamon County natives, James Reed and George Donner. But in mos
instances, the stories of the unknown dreamers have not been told, and they do deserve telling.

In the 1840s and 1850s, Springfield was small a town with a population in 1850 of 4,533.
Sangamon County in 1850 had a population of 32,374. From 1845 through 1852, over 289 of the
citizens ventured wesb California and Oregon where they played major roles in the early history
of both states. It is fortunate that some of these travellers were quite literate and keyit ot

wrote letters back to their families in Illinois. Many of their letteesevgiven to the Springfield
newspapers lllinois State Journabndlllinois State Registet and were published as part of the
news.

In early 1849, gold was discovered in California. Sangamon County furnished its ajuota
emigrantgushing to California and Oregon. News of the discovery of gold in California induced
a group of 21 citizens to form an associatidbhe lllinois and California Mutual Insurance
Company-for the purpose of travelling to California and supplying the gold miners. Thparty

left Springfield on Tuesday, March 27, 1849. In 1849 at least 72 Sangamon Coialeytsasere

bit by gold fever and headed west to become 49rs.

Lincoln knew many of these who went west and as an ardent newspaper reader most cadainly re
many of their stories and letters that were printed infSiiéngfield newspapers. Some of those
writing had close connections to the Lincoln family. William L. Todd, Mary Lin§obkousin

wrote of adventures including his creation of the California Bear Flagiséil today. Springfield
native, William lde, also went to California in 1846 and there led the Bear Revolt. He became the
first Governor of the California Republic. Benjamin R. Biddle was a Limcmighbor and
Abraham$§ personal tailor. Biddle went to Oregon where he became a prominent public servant.

The west coast sirens also tempted Abraham Lincoln. In 1849, he was offered the gogeohors
Oregon. Mary said no and that was that. But on the afternoon of April 14, 1865, Mary and
Abraham took a carriage ride around Washington and dreamed of the future wWithbutdens

of the presidency. Lincoln said that they should fulfill a dream of goingteese California and
Mary agreed. All of that was cut short by the events of that evening.

In years of searching thllinois State Journahndlllinois State Register frequently came across
articles and descriptions about town residents who left for the west coasl; dfithe articles
contain letters from those California and Oregon travelers. Other istpadlietters have been
found in the manuscripts section of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, ther@aliState
Library History Room and the Society of California Pioneers. | have collectéey wof those
articles and letters and | share them here. | acknowledge that there, no doelterarthat | have
not found. | leave that to future California Dreamers.

X
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Those who wrote the letters and journal entries contained in this book iteeatel Their
descriptions are informative and sometimes repetitive and mundane, but neverthélesswthi

clarity and facile use of the English language. These were not the country bumpkins that one may
imagine from the general descriptions of pioneers found in many histéities west. Indeed, in

many instances, the writers of the letters and journals found in this book have litlyet@bi
communicate and write far better than many of td§ldducated graduates.

Individually these letters may not shake the world of mid nineteenth century Aameéfistory, but
collectively they do. And more importantly they add to our knowledge of the enerartimt
Abraham Lincoln experienced in Springfield in the late 1840s and early 1850s. That environment
included a great number of restless young Springfield nidém®y were a part of Springfield and

thus Lincoln$ environment. They were participants in the fulfilment of American Manifest
Destiny and Lincoln was a very interested observer.

Richard E. Hart

Springfield, lllinois
September 11, 2019

Xi
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Prelude

Same might say that knowledge of the beginning of Americans moving to the West Coast

is lost in the shadows of time. Bits and pieces, however, do appear and give us a gtortheeé

long ago beginnings. In the fall of 1838, Harriet and Hamilton Campbell of CadinNiiinois

with relatives in South Sangamon County, lllinois, came under the spe¢heoMethodist
missionary James Lee. Lee operated an Indian Mission in Oregon and he sought gdlujaeer

him in his endeavor to convert the Native Americans to be Methodists. | includeahgiarsd a

few of their letters, as they are a prelude to what seriously began sewsnayer in 1845 the
emigration of Americans to the West Coast.

Fall 1838
Missionary James Lee Seeks Missionaries for Oregon Territory Indian Mission

In the fall of 1838, Jason Lee, a Methodist missionary, returned from Oregon, and stopped
at Springfield and Carlinville where he spoke. He spoke of the great Oregon Territdeyirgpr
on the Pacific Ocean and of his Mission in the Willamette Valley, south ofdhenBia River.
Lee was a large, fine looking man about thirty-five years of age, with an uansoaht of personal
magnetism, a pleasing voice and fanatical zeal for his missionary work.

Soon after Lee was called to the ministry in 1832, he heard that the Nativec@mseof
the Northwest wanted to know about the white r@®od and the Great Book that told of the true
religion. WhenrlLee heard this, he knew that they needed him and he planned to go to them as soon
as possible. In April 1834, he reached Independence on the Missouri frontier audhisgdurney
to Oregon on horseback.

In the fall of 1834 after arriving in Oregolree built a home and mission in the Willamette
Valley. His mission prospered from the first, but more workers and moneyneeded. He felt
that he was called to leave his wife and assistant-superintendent inaeyrgi@mrge while he went
eastto interest the proper people in the undertaking. At his meetinggid) he said that men
with families were needed to colonize the Northwest, and to develgqeésnatural resources. He
was sure that they could teach the Indians better if colonists could develop a iowilizat would
be an example for the Indians to follow. He appealed to the people tddiskenvoice of God that
was calling for volunteers and for money to help in this great work.

When Lee spoke in Carlinville, lllinois in the fall of 1838, Harriett araaitiiton Campbell
heard him address the crowd in front of the tavern where he stayed. Heetoldfthis plan to
charter a boat to take all of the missionaries and colonists who gowith him when he returned
to Oregon Territory. He said that while they needed teachers and doctyrsaltb needed
carpenters, blacksmiths, farmers, and artisans of all kintlse families at the Mission in that
fertile valley of Oregon would be the pioneers of a permanent civilizatit painted glowing
word pictures of the Western Territory. Henriéjtarother Benjamin R. Biddle and Benjarf§in
wife Maria also heard Lee speak in Springfield, lllinois.

2 And This is Our HeritageEsther Moreland Leithold, Woodland, California, 198g, 56-57. (Hereafter referred to Asd
This Is Our Heritagg.
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Harriet and Hamilton Campbell Plan Move to Oregon Territory as Missionaries

Harriet and Hamilton Campbell decided to go with Jason Lee when his bedt fsam
New York for Fort Vancouver and his Mission in the fall of 1839. The fammiéd to dissuade
Harriet and Hamilton from going so far away from their home to an undevelopedycoinetre
they would have to live among Indians. They all admired Brother Lee and hisf Iffelf-
sacrifice2 his willingness to give all even the lives of his wife and infant son (who had both died
afew months before at the Missiohfor the salvation of Native Americans. But they also knew
of the hardships common to the lives of all pionéesiad of the treachery of Indians who were
sometimes considered friendly.

Harriet laughed at the fears of her family and friends, and 8ally should we be more
afraid than our ancestors who all crossed the ocean in smaller and frailehbnai® are going
to have. And any way, God will watch over us as well at sea as on langlillldurely care for
those who are dedicating their lives to His servicBuch faith was an answer to all objections,
and the Hamilton Campbe§l started to make their plans to join the Jason Lee party when it was
ready to sail. They had nearly a year to wait, and did not sail until late in October &f 1839.

1839
Harriet and Hamilton Campbell Leave For Voyage to Oregon as Missionaries

In the spring of 1839, Harriet and Hamilton Campbell were busy getting ready for thei
long trip to Oregon. They sold their home at Carlinville, and most of theiltdivedi saving only
such things as could be carried to New York in their wagon for shipment.

The last few weeks they spent with her father and mother on their Lick Gaafamon
County farm. Harriet also spent some time in Springfield with Benjamin RVarid Biddle while
they helped her make new clothes for the trip. It was late that summeHah@t and Hamilton,
with little Mary, started for New York in their covered wagon, which was ldadth household
furniture, clothes, bedding, and a variety of other things to be used in their nenrh@regon.
The family and friends told them a sad good-bye. No one expected to see thaiipleall family
again, on this earth, but Harriet was smiling through her tears, as she wwawed fast good-bye
as the horses trotted down the réad.

1. Harriet Campbell § Letter From New York City
From New York City, on October 1, 1839, Harriet Campbell wrote:

We reached here about ten days before time for the Lausanne éutdosail; but we have
been entertained royally by the members of the Greene Street Methodist churclgoddese
people are taking care of all of the Oregon Missionaries firtimte they reach New York
until our boat leaves on October third. Brother Lee h@mkda$42,000.00 for the expenses
of the expedition; and nothing has been overlooked to make thestrjeess. As he wanted
only married men, with their wives and families, to go with him on tigeytne decided that

he should not be an exception to the rule, and is to be magferkhwe start, to a very fine
woman 3a school teachéwho will be a great help to him at the Mission. Two of the McKay
(Indian) boys are staying at a school in Massachusetts to be educdiedhibdione is going
back to Oregon with us. Dr. Richmond (a minister and physician), withenandifour

8 And This Is Our Heritagegp. 5758.
4 And This Is Our Heritagep.59- 60.
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children, will be with our party. His little boy, whom they calj@reand our Mary, are to be
baptized before we start. The next letter you get from us will bedraraw home in Oregon,
unless we can send letters from the Sandwich Islands. | believetavst@pethere on the
way: but this is our last good-bye until we have sailed twenty thoilsandver two great
oceans, and reached our future home. | am already hoping thabywill twant to join us
there, when a safe road is built and you can come overland withart ddag God watch
over yoltas | am sure He will watch over all of us who have metchérbow His guiding
hand to a new and unknown land. And | pray that we may all be true andifeftifoiving
His Commandments; so that, if we meet no more on Earth, we may mast &t
Heaven, where parting is unknowh.

This letter did not sound like Harriet, for she had always grhlearted and gay before she
came under the influence of the Oregon Missionaries, through Jason Lee.

2. Harriet Campbell § Report to Benjamin R. Biddle on Life in Oregon Territory

| wish you could see this place where the mission is built! Oregidoryeeems like Paradise
to us after our long ocean trip. We are surrounded by the most blemedt we have ever
seen, with ferns and wild flowers and birds all about us. The woods are aliv&indh @il
game and the rivers teem with fish. There are many fish with redidishrygeat, called
salmon, which are very different from any fish we had at home, ardetmgst delicious.
They tell us that, a little later, we will have an abundance of wild becaesot begin to tell
you of all of the wonders of this great country, in one letterhbpelthat the overland roads
will be finished before many years, and that you too will decide to comeedut hes.

Hamilton is very busy building houses and furniture for the members wiission family:
and he is also teaching the Indians to help Band to learn to build houses for themselves
but as yet they seem to like their own primitive wigwams or dug-outs better.

Mary is very happy and has a number of playmates among the missiorrary éhild some

of the mission Indians also have children about her age. Tha kfdldren play some games
that are very much likgrisoners basgeand other games we used to play in Tennessee. We
teach them our games and they teach our children theirs. Mary is learnirggbeirapidly

and can already make herself understood when she is with them.

Please write often and tell me all of the home news. All ofettars may not reach us, but |
think we will get most of them; and we will write whenever we tiaaeca to send a letter
Eastward. With much love to you all from

Your affectionate sister, Harfiet

Harriet and Hamilton Campbell paved the way for what became a wave of Sangamon
County residents traveling to the west coast beginning in 1845 and continuing leadtat852.
They left a treasure of letters and journals that provide us with a picttineiofiaily lives that
cumulatively paint a vivid picture of what became known as American Manifest Destiny

5 And This Is Our Heritagepp.60-67.
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1845

Fifteen letters and personal descriptions are included here for the year 1845. This
was the first year that | found a number of letters of Sangamon County, lllinois residents
who traveled overland to the Pacific Coalstound the names of eight Sangamon County
residents who left the county and went west during this year.

William Brown Ide
Prepares to Move West After Assassination of Mormon Prophet Joseph Smith

| always had a hankering for moving West. | was born in Verimdrgpon "\
after becoming an adult | headed west, for the state of Kentuoky.tHere | =
moved to Ohio and then to Illinois. | married Susan Haskell egether we

had 9 children.

| lived close to Springfield, lllinois, and while living there | helped nomina €. villiam Brown Ide
Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet, for president of the United States. | als
worked on writing his presidential platform. However when he was assassinagedfin J
1844, | knew it was time for me to leave lllinois. | sold my farm andponssgssions, and
was able to outfit three wagons for my family. We also had a small¢edtt @b sustain us
on the route. We initially traveled to Independence, Missouri, wherénee gopcompany
of other settlers headed for OregonTerritory.

William B. Ide

William B. Ide$ family came from Devonshire, England in 1636 and settled in Rehoboth,
Massachusetts. The family remained in Rehoboth for 5 generations until W§lfather, Lemuel,
moved to Vermont where he was a carpenter and a member of the Vermont Stsitguregi
William was born on March 28, 1796, in Vermont. In the Revolutionary War, il
grandfather had been a Minute Man in the Battle of Lexington on April7I/%,. 1William married
Susan Goddard Haskell (179850) in 1820, and they lived at first in Massachusetts, but soon
moved westwaré to Kentucky, then to Ohio and finally to lllinois. William had been a carpenter
but farmed in Springfield, lllinois, and supplemented his income by teaching school.

William was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sairgswad
baptized a Mormon in July 1837, and was believed to have been the President ointp&ll8pr
Branch of the Church in July 184#e assistd Joseph Smitl§ campaign for the Presidency of the
United States in April 1844.

The Nauvoo (Illinois) Neighbarf May 22, 1844, notes that William B. Ide acted as a delegate
from Sangamon County, lllinois, at the Mormon convention which ntadidaseph Smith

7 A Biographical Sketch of the Life of William B. :ldeith a minute and interesting account of one h#f targest
emigrating companies. (3000 miles over land), ftheneast to the Pacific coast. And what is claim&the most
authentic and reliable account of the virtual coaguof California, in June, 1846, by the Bear FARagty, Simeon
Ide and Sarah Ide Healg)aremont, New Hampshir@rinted for the subscribers380. (Hereafter referred to as
Healy.) 1967, Glorieta, New Mexicd’refaceandIntroductionby Benjamin Franklin Gilbert to The Rio Grande
Press, Inc. (Hereafter referred tode Biography
http://www.dsloan.com/Auctions/A12/45WebA12.htm
www.bearflagmuseum.org/Simeon%201de%20Life%200f%2 D& i%620B%201de%20Table%200f%20Conte
nts.html#ldeTOC
Photograph of Wiliam B. Ide from the boulillam B. Ide, the President of Californly George
Kirov. Bancroft,History of Californig San Francisco: The History Company, 1886, vohp4,688-89 and vol.
5, pp. 188-89. Sharon A. Browjistorical Perceptions: The Controversy Surroundiglliam Brown
Ide, Dogtown Territorial Quarterly 16 and 17 (Wint&¥9B and Spring 1994), part 1, pp. 6-7, 24-26, 31282
part 2, pp. 549.
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for President of the United States and Sidney Rigdon as Vice Presidermh r€ébords do
not show when Ide embraced the Mormon faith or whether he ever sefarated.

In 1845, William, age 49, left Springfield for California with a largagen train,
accompanied by his wife, Susan Goddard, five sons, James Monroe, Daniel Webster,, William
Lemuel Henry Clay and Thomas Crafton and one daughter, Shedér in California, William
was the leader of théBear Flag Revolt that led to a proclamation declaring California an
independent country in July 1846, and he was the Governor of that independent country called the
California Republic. Accordingly, William and his family were the first kndhormons to enter
California and Willian? as commander of the short-lived California Republeas, arguably, the
first Latter-day Saints head of state.

The Bear Flag Revolt lasted from June 14, 1846, to July 9, 1846, when the United States
took possession of California. Ide and otFgear Flaggersjoined the United States armed forces
in the Mexican American War which led to California separating from Mexidob&coming the
31st state of the United States on September 9, 1850. William wasaisbsaitveyor for the U.S.
Army.

He held numerous government positions in the County of Colusa: Judge, Deputy Clerk,
Treasurer, Justice of the Peace, Defense Attorney and Prosecutor. H&argaslandholder in
Tehama County purchased from money he acquired from the gold fields. Ha dledember 19
and 20, 1852, and is buried in Califorfia.

William L. Todd

William L. Todd was born on April 14, 1818, at Edwardsville, lllinois, the sonroféhn
and Elizabeth Smith Todd, both of distinguished American families. Hgebraught up in
Springfield, and says that hvas in youth raised as a Druggist & Apothecartis father, Dr.
John Todd, served as a surgeon in the War of 184iam was a cousin of Mrs. (Mary) Abraham
Lincoln; whose father Robert Todd was a brother of Doctor John Todd.

He went to California in 1845, when Wwas 27 years-old before tkiexican war or the
discovery of gold and was there when the survivors of the Reed and Donrzeripadtyso
many of whom starved to death as they were snow-bound in the mountains.

William L. Todd was married on April 14, 1868, in CalifornieMtrs. Clarissa J. Pike, whose
maiden name was Chase. She was born in 1823 in Duchess CountyyiekrgoTodd
died childless in March 1874, in Sacramento. Mr. Todd resides at Los Angéfles)i€H

8 William Brown Ide Bear Flagger Fred Blackburn Rogers, 1889, San Francisco, welo1962. (Hereafter referred
to asRogers) https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015018021918
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ssd?id=mdp.3901501808;seq=21
9 7KH :LOOLDP % ,GH $GREH 6VWDBWHKONXIY WRIKLLFDDD ZDOMN I RQ GIRID KRR RMKWH ,GHIV FRQV
state. There is no proof of where he is buriele 3tory is that he was sleeping in the jail (hs algo the jailer),
and a criminal stole his money and killed him, tepread rumors that he had smallpox. Ide wasdsoemewhere
obscure out of town as was the custom of smallpctitns in those days. The death was reportedam#éwspaper
as smallpox.
10 william L. Todd was listed in% D Q F Pierie&rRégister And Index in the History of Catifa.

5


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Republic
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015018021918
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ssd?id=mdp.39015018021918;seq=21

Letters From California and Oregon 1845

3. William B. Ide Writes Regarding the Oregon Territory
Journal, March 20, 1845!

Because of his style and later correspondence fa¥dtmal newspaper, William B. Ide
is the suspected writer of the following contribution that appeared Sathgamo Jouad of March
20, 1845.

EMIGRATION TO OREGON

From information from various places, in this and other Statefuit fair to conclude that
the expedition to Oregon this year will exceed by more than dthdilef any former year;
and also that we may, if nothing occurs to check this immense tidégdtiom safely
calculate that each consecutive year will more than continuentheaia of increase, until
the advantages which Oregon possesses, in point of climate and eprsimadrbe balanced
by the lower price of lands in the Mississippi valley.

That Oregon is destined to command a great portion of the commehee Récific and the
Oriental Isles, as well as to enjoy her full share of the fréloke Bacific coast of North and
South America, no well-informed mind, it is presumed, can dNobtis it to be supposed,

that the commercial interests of the eastern States will be slokndsvladge the vast
importance, that the occupation of Oregon, by American citizens, will leectintmerce of

the Eastern State&ive millions of dollars per annum, will scarcely cover the proceeds of the
whaling business owned, or carried on, by citizens of the Eastern IBiatesasonable to
conclude that a greater portion of this trade will naturablygamate with the business of
Oregon.

The reasons why we come to the above conclusiohlatgethat the North Pacific furnishes
better whaling ground, and safer harbors for whaling vesselsgetihortthEastern coasts.
2d. Oregon is, from the mildness of its climate, better adaptedwingrne provisions
necessary to the carrying on of this business, than any country bordering ontthedstin

That great and incalculable advantages to the United States willamsthiefsettlement of
Oregon by American citizens, can no longer be doubted; neither tmraweoment suppose
that party politics, or party prepossessions, can so far derangadir@aiggeve of country,
ever pre- dominant in the breast of every lover of Amefieadom, as to cause division,
concerning the propriety of maintaining unimpaired American Libertytheverhole territory
of OREGON.

Encouraged by considerations like the foregoing, we are led tallobkforward to the train
of privations and hardships naturally consequent upon a joursesnef2,000 miles, thro
savage wilds and desolate, craggy, mountain cliffs, interspersedenbybrivers, and sandy
deserts, fill the minds eye rests quietly on the valley of finemised land! Nor do we feel
that we, by prosecuting our design, desert our country, or are flrsaken by our
countrymen. Nor is it to be supposed, that we have hardened ois; hedrshielded our
bosoms against the tender sympathies naturally growing out of our comvittorilized,
and Christianized Society.

But with feelings and habits congenial to friendship and social ordeustvere may be
pardoned if we express the fond hope that we may be able to externve thiefleedom; to
contribute our mite, towards enlarging the dominion of ratitmeatyl and social happiness,
and ere long, under circumstances of comfort, to receive with joy andgjlathey of those
friends we shall have left behind. April 1st, 1845, is the day agmety those who have
been, and are, making preparations to emigrate from Sangamon clinoi;,th meet at the
nearest camping ground west of Springfield. Seven familiesaiddie men have agreed to

11 Journal March 20, 1845
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start. It is expected that this company will consist of upwairitis péfsons Samong whom
are Messrs. Nathan Hussey sen[ior], Job Burden, Nathan HusseyBindi Hf Fancy Creek,
and W. B. Ide and others of Wolf Creek. [Fancy Creek\&iudf Creek flow through Williams
Township before emptying into the Sangamon River about six miles northeast aélg8gringf
Ten wagons are in preparation, to be drawn by two or three Yakemnceach, carrying five
months provisionsThere is room for more. Who comes next?

Our intention is to join the Independence expedition, either atn€lb Bluffs, or at
Independence, Mo. and pursue our way with th&f @R OREGON

4. Sarah lde Healy Describes Preparations for Departure From Springfield For Oregon

In 1845, 49-year-old William B. Ide sold his farm and prepared to go to Orelg.
daughter, Sarah Ide Hedftells of the family$§ departure

All of our old neighbors came to help us pack our things into o@ Wagons, and to see us
off. My father selected the timber for two of these waguhisad them made to order during
the winter. He also made the beds, bows and covers at ouBMother and | sewing the
canvas covering; which, being fastened to the bows and side-boardsguirtheveve painted
a light slate-color, the same as the bed or body of the w&umnyvagons were very neat
looking, and attracted a good deal of attention while passing throwgd difid Missouri.
Many questions were asked as to our destination, etc.

We had a sale the morning we started, and sold off the greater partfofmiture. We

packed our cooking utensils, tin cups, tin pRatés provisions to last us six months. Mother,

my little brothergdDaniel, aged 10, and Lemuel, aged 8, and Thomas Grafton @olttleat

had been given to my mother), all rode in a wagon. | rode on horseback 3 days, to help drive
the cattle; riding on a side-saddle. The drove of cattle numt@Sedhcluding 28 working

oxen. We camped the first night ten miles from our old htwoeked our supper by a camp-

fire!

Mother and | slept in a wagon all the way to California. $bthe men slept in the tent,
when not too tired to pitch it. Brother William came with us and drove sgam from Fort
Hall to Sutters Fort, and drove cattle the rest of the journey. Our numbergdalooing and
old, was thirteen, five of these were young men, who drove the figatimsir board and
passag&

William B. Ide and Family and William L. Todd

Leave Springfield, lllinois for Oregon Territory

March 27, 1845

On March 27, 1845, William B. Ide, age 49, and William L. Todd, age 27, were thesleader
of one of the first groups to leave Springfield, Illinois headed foutegon Territory. On April
3, 1845, thelournalreported:

The Oregon emigrants from this county, passed through our city Yuefselanoon, and
encamped for the first time some three miles from tolire expedition consisted of about
forty-seven persons, old and yo#hg wagons with ox teams, and quite a number of young
cattle. With most of the emigrants we are personally acquandemgaet that our county
will lose in them good substantial farsher

12 1de Biography.
13 1de Biography.
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5. Fred BlackburnRogers Describes Ide-Todd Group
Arrival at Independence, Missouri
May 1845

The journey to Independence, Mo., was accomplished in four weeks, withicsgvare
accident, but was attended with great care and anxiety to my desr paremember my
brother James (then in his 24th year) was away from us buying coves, gote so long, that
it caused them great anxiety. He had been taken suddenly with bleeding fnosetbe
lungs, among strangers, and his health was so much impaired, that he cousthmet fione
afterwards help take care of the stock, or of himself. \\ethankful that his life was spared.

We camped one week within one mile of Independence, Mo., to laynuaition, guns and
pistolsiclothing for the men, and many little things needful on so longhayoather made
an iron to brand his cows with his name (Ide) on the right-sideTinisrnwas hard work for
him, but very necessary. The western emigration via South Pad$§ wak8immense,
compared with prior years. H. H. Bancroft estimates that $&@ons arrived in Oregon
alone. Col. Stephen W Kearny, who saw much of the emigration, estimatesahnumber
this season was about 850 men, 475 women, 1,000 children, about 7,00Gatkeq 400
horses and mules, with 460 waggrighe principal points of assembly for the journey were
Independence and St. Joseph, both in Missouri. Rendezvous at Indeygendsriavored by
most of the companies, and apparently by the fewer persons originally desGaéfbfaia.
Oregon was quite securely Amerié@alifornia was still a Mexican providbence the great
majority of the emigrants were Oregon bound. The routesSt. Joseph and Independence,
after passing respectively the Missouri River and the Kansas Rivegecongar the Blue
River4
William B. Ide and Family and William L. Todd
Depart From Independence, Missouri on Oregon Trail
May 10, 1845

They joined a wagon train in Independence, Missouri that was hea@edon On May 10,
1845 a large train of wagons left Independence, Missouri, headed west @reglon Trail.
Among those traveling in the train were William B. Ide asddrily and William L. Todd.
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The Oregon Trail is a 2,170-mile Eddtest, large-wheeled wagon route and emigrant trail
that connected the Missouri River to valleys in Oregon. The eastern part ofetpenCirail
spanned part of the future state of Kansas, and nearly all of what areenstatds of Nebraska
and Wyoming. The western half of the trail spanned most of the future states of |dé&vegorl

6. William B. Ide Letter From Kansas (or Kasaw) River
May 13, 1845

The Sangamo Journabdf June 5, 1845, contains the following letter from Ide Xsegon
correspondent. In every case, his references to the Nebraska (or Platte) River must be read to
mean the Kansas (or Kaw) Riv&ethis for reasons that appear in a note.

Bank of The Nebraska
May 13, 1845

We have crossed the Nebraska and Kansas rivers. It is no@thhef May, and we are
encamped on the north bank of the Platte river, where we shallzergeeparatory to ou
arduous journey to the West.

My teams, waggons, cattle, and all concerned, have stood théarifakthings considered)
better than | expected. My cattle are thriving. | kill all mgalv

The present emigrating party consists of about five hundred waggersindred and seven
are in our compansthirty-five are a few miles ahead, and some seventy are psfbetilad.
But it is impossible to speak definitely as regards the number of teams. The risobksr o
is said to be between six and seven thousand. The number of cattle i®ifrereasding in
all probability ten thousand head. Our teams, horses, mules, poniesamativaggons,
stretched out in procession some three miles in length on thepreddes, present a grand
spectacle. The Caw Indians flock around us like crows. Their busine§waptostensibly,
but in reality it is begging and stealing. More or less cattle arew&nlemght. These Indians
are great cowards, poor and faithless. They meet you with an air ofycexttesl the hand
of friendship in graceful waving circles to all, and shake handeartis with any one of the
company, who notices them most; and the next busin&s&js §wap! In this traffic the
supplying of their present want is the standard value they attach toothey. To all
appearances these Indians are in a wretched, starving condition.

The soil and face of the country from Independence to the Nebtaskas equal in point of
beauty and fertility, to any | have seen. Timber is very scanzdl gBves, however, of an
excellent quality, are found along the streams. The prairiescautédly rollingthe soil rich
and deep. The Nebraska river has shallow banks, and its botjoitkisand. The creeks
which we have crossed, however, that empty into the Nebraska,dpabardes and muddy
bottoms*on some the soil is more than fifteen feet in depth. These dempethand muddy
bottoms, have given us much trouble. Quite a number of cattlesgingréghem got mired,
and sometimes we have had to haul from fifteen to twenty out by their horns.

Lime-stone is abundant on the prairies. A stratum of rock lies on a level, shdiviipitse
ground in almost every declivity which passes its level.

Our road so far, has been very good, although apparentlgmalirect in its course. | can
say but very little of the prospects of the Oregon emigratizan rlow only give you a faint
idea of its magnitude, and the character of the people who compoBeoiit the best
information | can obtain, the number of emigrants will be five-fold wizett last yead but
you must bear in mind that it was then greatly exaggerated. Of iteicHassiire you so far
as | can judge, | can speak in the most flattering terms. Agreqabiataoces are every day
formed. Gentlemen and ladies, too, of liberal minds and means are in the midstoafiau
circle. Finally, there is something ennobling in the very idgaexfpedition so fraught with
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consequences, so self-devoting in its effect. No narrow mindedfgdaf Oregon. If such
embark, discord and confusion foll&they will shrink from the undertaking and escape to the
States. But those whose minds are congenial to the enterpriset tireis shoulders to its
hardships, their breasts to its dangers, and their means and talerasdortiishment of its
purposes, will, | doubt not, be well rewarded.

| have written this in a great hurry. The country as we advanogebeunore interesting, and
in my next | hope to be able to give more information in reigafitting out! | fear we have
more cattle than we can prote@{e are now obliged to have one hand to every twelve head.

The emigrants are all in good health and spirits.
Respectfully yours, W. Rld

7. Letter From One of the Oregon Emigrants
May 14, 1845

The Sangamo Journadf July 3, 1845, contained more information regarding the Oregon
emigration:

The Chicago Democrapublishes a letter of the 14th of May from one of the Oregon
Emigrants. It is dated offaw River! The letter is not later than our communication from
Mr. Ide, but contains some further particulars.

Friday, 3rd, we left Independence, went ten miles and camped.

Saturday we went ten miles further and camped. Here we take therdagtifaf our friends

and civilized citizens. The companies for Oregon are numerougoV8é miles before we
join the company, as some have gone further up for better Teedcattle are so numerous
that they eat every thing before them. We have now in sight 10%\wadanore coming
every hour. There are a great many cattle to be drovee Wilkbe something near three
thousand persons to go. Dbgou think there will be a jolly set? As a general thing, the
company appears like brothers. There are persons from every Statbiviaih. In sight of

our camp there are a number of Spaniards camped, who have twalhotre which belong

to the Santa Fe trade.

Sunday. M 3 happened over at their camp while they were employed in catchinggipme
steers with the lasa rope with a slipping noose. Today one of our Oregon men employed
two Spaniards to catch a yoke of steers. It was done in aahdrtiiey seldom fail to catch
their object. The Spaniards are almost as black as Indians.

Tuesdg, we arrived at the River Caw [Kansas] near the Caw villagetreHmsis now the
size of Fox River, sandy bottom and banks, the current is rapigs dlesaand raises the
freshets 30 feet. This is 100 miles from Independence. Ohdthewve have a meeting to
choose a pilot; there are two men up for the office.

One mile from our camp is a village; yesterday | was at the ptabe, warriors were all gone
to fight the Pawnees. Today the runners returned with some scalps tmvwehtiseall alive,
singing and dancing. This morning, and old Indian Chief came to quaifited and dressed
in a curious style and began to sing and stamp the ground; his dress was. biétkoskin
meeting the alarm was given that some Indians were driving ofT battieeeting broke up
suddenlyin less than one minute 50 men were on their horses, well armed andumngthe |

The report proved false. One prisoner was taken on a muleyagbrought to our tent, pale
and trembling. He attempted to leave his mule in our hands aapkdsa when a pistol was
presented to his breast he again mounted and rode while one ladlgh Our interpreter
found that the man was innocehgave him something to eat, but he refused until our men
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ate when he took a smoke and went his way. This tribe are natd. rdsst night two of
them attempted to pass our guard. When the rifles were leveleoh athiég grounded their
arms and shook hands and tried to apolodieey are the greatest beggars | evetssame

go entirely naked. To night two of the chiefs came in camp and wisbeel the Captain,
showed their papers, wished to beg some calescalves were promised if they would not
steal any.

I am now 700 miles from homeOn the way we have met with no accident, and | do believe
that if God ever favored or blessed a people it is this Emigrating Company of 18@awThe
river at the ferry was 3 miles wide, now 30 or 40 rods, andipampwas four weeks coming

to the Cawwe were six days. The wagon ruts remain to tell us the greatydiffesuhad to
encounter. Wherever we go we leave a good road as plairsest¢hmad past your honife!

Grigsby-lde Party and Swasey-Todd Party Formed at Fort Kearny, Now Nebraska

At Fort Kearny, Nebraska, the Ide Todd group broke up into three companies, onehof whic
was piloted by Joe Meek and captained by John Grigsby and William B. Ide. Another was
captained by W. F. Swasey and William L. Todd. From Fort Kearny, the companies trameted al
the Platte River, then to South Pass and onto Fort Hall. The Swasey-Todd party was composed of
William Bale, William Blackburn, William Gildoa, Framcis Hoen, Thomas Knidglothn Lewis,

George McDougal, Hiram Rjeusaw, Thomas Smith, Harry Spiel, Jacob R. Snyderm\¥llia
Swasey ands William L. Todd.

8. William B. Ide Letter From Prairie Wilderness
May 21, 18458

The Conneaut (Ohio) Reporteaf July 25,1845, reprinted a letter from William B. Ide to
the Sangamo Journaldated by Ide¥®rairie Wilderness, May 21, 1845The place of writing
appears to have been in the vicinity of the headwaters of Rock Creek, east of the Big Blue River.

Our company consists of one hundred and thirty-one wagons, whichded tlito three
divisions, to accomodate the different interests of the emigraetmatsroose stock. We
lost near one-fifteenth of our stock before we could getizedaso as to protect it. Since we
have had our interests mutual in regard to stock, we haverlest\We have the anti- stock
go-ahead division (which we expect will leave us the first time it shatl toerthe go before,
and the large stock division expect in that case to overtake themrmautitains, where they
may be glad of our assistance,) the small stock division, andahstdekgdivision. ‘Our
cattle are improving. The grass road and water arefuréhealth is good, and our task easy,
since we divided. We have 350 head of loose stock, twenty-sgwes) aad fifty-one women
and childrertall well provisioned and equipped. Many who have no loose lshvek
preferred our division and company. We have an organized g@rgrrrath civil, military
and judicial. Without such a government, no company can travel initeesegions, and
with one, every thing is easy.

We met last night, six wagons from Fort Larimer [LaraPJ0 miles distant. Their Captain
[Daniel Finch] has been with the Indians fifteen years. He gave mdatvndphnecdote,
illustrative of the power and numbers of the whites. He said that threepoincipal Chiefs

of the tribe where he was located, on seeing the emigration of ylealgsass west, said to

him 3 Son3you have been with us a long time, and have not sought to go back.| Maelwil

stay and die with us. You cannot go back now. All the white men have gone to the west. You
cannot now go back!

16 Rogers pp. 78.
17 Society of California Pioneers Quarterl¥931, p, 206.
18 Journal May 21, 1845.
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On being told that they were not a hundredth part of a number thidt lv® missed from
among the white men, he exclaird&tle white men thicker than the grass of the prairies!
There is no woman in our company that sleeps the less from fear of the ndians!

9. William B. Ide Letter From Fort Laramie, now Wyoming
June 25, 1845

The key to Fort Laramgeimportance was its strategic location on the great central
continental migration corridor via the Platte and North Platte Riveosith Pass. By tradition
this is most commonly known as the Oregon Ttail.

The Sangamo Journa/Oregon CorrespondeniWilliam B. Ide) appeared in the issue of
September 4, 1845:

FORT LARAMIE, June 25,1845

MR. EDITOR: 3We are well.The road thus far, is far better than | have ever travelle:bef
the like distance, (since leaving Independene)are 1060 miles from Springfield. Many of
our cattle are getting lame, some from foot evil, and somevisamout hoofs. The foot evil
is cured by cutting out the inflected [infected? ] part and then applying basitingrrtar.
For worn-out hoofs we apply hot tar, or rosin and then sear ithattslaovel and then apply
the second coat of tar.

It is exceeding dry; we have but little grake. companies of emigrants follow each other in
quick successiornrhe great number of cattle cause us some trouble. Bulls oagetioé one
year will not go to Oregon. | have lost tiitee best of four. | could give some directions in
relation to fitting out for Oregon or California, which may beroésservice to some who are
less experienced. | would defer my remarks until after | reachrQtagd may not have an
opportunity to write again in season for preparations to be made next spring.

BEST WAGGONS3Strong two horse waggons capable of bearing three thousand pounds on
common roads, wide track, block tongue, coupled twenty inches baclooktrd axle, body

15 to 18 feet long, straight; bed 14 to 16 inches high in théXfeatitions across 18 inches
each way from the middle (having a space for the ladies parlor) thedweowered with half

inch linn plank, the alternate plank hung on butt hinges, and all supported onstrisliggr
passing from the hind gate to one of the partitions. Under these decisyraafovisions,

either in bags or boxéi in boxes, let the deck form the covers, resting on each side at the
sides of the betht the top of the bed, let the sides project 6 inches, above which, put side
boards 18 inches wide, one half inch thick, riveted to ten standards on each side 4% feet high
leaving the middle space open for a door on each side; on thegaphagpair of standards

rivet an eliptic to bow, rising 8 inches higher than the standards (thakirgide of the bed

5 feet two inches highgt the same time rivet a strip of half inch plank 3 inches wide firmly to
the top of the standards on each 8ldaving an open space of 15 or 18 inches wide between
the side boards and said 3 inch strips, which may be stopped by a curtain, thailedtside

of the strip above, and buttoned to the outside of the bo&d Y the center of the bows

rivet a slender ridgepole, let the end boards of gates be firmgritkestend from the under

side of the bottom plank of the bed to the top of the side boards, so tight as to exclude rain in
a driving storm; let the top be covered with Osnaburg [coattes, fadoric] drawn on as tight

as may be, and sized and painted with 3 coats of oittpa&irurtains and doors to be made

of the same, and sized and painted one coat; the center support underneath teteed m

or 5 inches wide, and extend 6 or 8 inches from the sides of the bed, togtapy another

19 Journal September 4, 1845.
20 https://www.nps.gov/fola/learn/historyculture/updd@OLA _history.pdf
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iron step between it and the ground, will make it convenient for ladiesrid asd descend

to and from the parlor. The inside upon the deck, may be fitted with shelveslst suit

the fancy or convenience of tRaly of the house! With slight strips of half inch plank fastened
in front of the shelf there would be little danger of dishesgfabifter one leaves Fort
Leavenworth: such is the evenness of the road.

BEST ROUTES3From Springfield to Hannibal on the Mississippi River, to Paris, to
Huntsville, to Fort Leavenwortteke the trail to the Kaw village on the North side of the
Kansas river, thence the left hand trail to the Platte?r{tteere are three right hand trails
falling off one after another, less travelled than the besttloertee up the South Fork to the
first ford, thence up the North side of the séthe left hand trail up to the North Fork, thence
up the South side to ScetBluff, eighteen miles above Steeple Tower, ofthienney: 3
which is situated about three miles from the River, on the top of a conical Higledeme
150 or 200 feet above the river bank. The steepl§honney-is a pillar of hardened clay,
about 60 feet by 30 feet in diameter, rising out of thefttpeaone some 200 or 250 feet
retaining its full size to the tdwhich is covered with rock of very curious dimensions, and
formed of clay thence take the left hand twelve miles, to Cole Sathrgsce twelve miles to
Horse Creekthence down the west side of said creek, and up the North Forkatnika
Here my way-bill must end for the present.

AMOUNT OF LOADING 3Twenty or thirty hundred pounds to one team of eight oxen, or
four oxen and eight cosne half should be worked every other day.

OUT-FIT 30ne waggon for four to six perséteam as above. Stout young cows are
preferable to oxen; Horses are of little service, except to collectfaatimimg. They need

to be exchanged once in seven or eight hundred miles for others if naici®asehundred
pounds hard biscuit; 150 pounds of flour: 20 pounds lard, 50 pounds cakrsiftes, 75
pounds bacon: 5 pounds coffee, ten pounds sugar: one peck of bgamsd®dried fruit:

5 pounds of salt: one half pound pepper: 7 pounds hard soap: 2 mEaladgus: one half
pound of spice: one half pound cinaman: 2 pounds giaddtle castor oil: a little rhubarb:
peppermint and camphotand some other things such as a dry body ribetisarely thinks

of beforehandto each person full grown.

Fifteen pounds of tar and two pounds of rosin to each waggon; 65 feethofope, one set
of spare shoes and a hundred horseshoe nails to each horse: $haes to each work ox or
cow, and nails: one years clothing: tarpolin hats: one water pakobdie rifle 32 balls to the
pound: four pounds of powder: ten pounds of lead: one thousaodss@n caps: one belt,
butcher knife, scabbard, shot pouch and powder horn: one canteen or andiwpp whips
to each man: five pounds of salt to each head of cattle.x@ntheee augers: one drawing
knife, and two chissels to each family, and one tent made of stout Osnaburg.

BEST FASHION FOR A TENT?3 Set up one pole in the centre, from the top of which, on
the outside, extend three guys, or stay cords, which make fast sorémgatakes, then pin
down the bottom once in 18 inches, let the entrance be low and made tohtlbyestigiece

of the same buttoned over on the inside.

BEST METHOD OF TRAVELING 3AND REMARKS ON TRAVELING 3Twenty
waggons with forty men are amply sufficient for the purpose oftiprgtex rendering
assistance to each other. Large bodies move slow! It idoeasi|y connections, than it is
dissolving them. More servants than are needed, breed confusioanp away from
established governmeriwhere from humanity, one is compelled to retain a disagreeable
servant. It is easier purchasing cattle than it is driving them tmOr€gttle and horses
should be guarded day and night from Fort Leavenworth to the PlatteMienwho have
large herds of cattle, and those who have but few, will seldom long agrektogéther.
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Mutual interests and mutual necessities, form the strongest bonds of unicomeitbve
honorable exceptions. No company of forty waggons haveaseded to Oregon without
dividing.

The less emigrants depend on each other the more quietly they prodken way. A selfish,
narrowminded man, is not likely to enjoy a trip to Oregon. Emigrantgeaszally too
impatient, and over-drive their teams and cattle. They oftentniegleancerns of the present
in consequence of the great anticipations of the fithe long to see what the next elevation
hides from their view. Millions of acres on our route whichlygaraduce a tolerable crop
of hay, are now entirely destitute of grass. Emigrants should not depkedast port, for
their out-fit. 1 think the trail from Springfield to VancouiriOregon is twenty-six hundred
long miles, if the balance of the road is as crooked as the past.

TRADE 3We purchase buffalo robes for from six to ten pounds of flour, or tinoee to six
pints of sugar or coffee. We can get an ox, or horse shod, at Fantel ffmaone dollar per
foot. We hire a smits shop for $6 per day. Three bars of lead will buy a buffia¢; salt
50 cents a pint.

PROSPECT AHEAD3We expect hard times, in consequence of the scarcity of grass for the
next three hundred miles. Oregon brightens the nearer we approach. Waeneho has
resided there five years, and now travels in our companynakes comparison between
the most beautiful prairies we pass 8abkvays giving the Prairies of Oregon the prefefence
saying,§uppose this prairie you now see, was always clad in green, assariitfeuch is
Oregon!- But | must close.

Respectfully yours-

William B. de

Grigsby-lde Party and Swasey-Todd Party
Arrive at Fort Hall, Oregon Territory, now ldaho

Fort Hall was located at the end of the common 500-mile stretch fromshsheaed by
the three far west emigrant trails. It was established as a trading post®meke River in the part
of eastern Oregon Territory that is now part of southeastern ldaho. After being includégih Un
States territory in 1846, Fort Hall developed through the 1850s as an importantfetainigrants
on the Oregon Trail. An estimated 270,000 emigrants reached Fort Hall on their wéy west.

Diversion of Oregon Emigrants to California

Already forces were at work to divert emigrants to Califorraasfdrd W. Hastings had
crossed the plains to Oregon in 1842; thence he came to CalifioiB8i43, and returned to
the States in 1844. At Cincinnati in 1845 he published his Emigrantst@&Qicesgon and
California, in which he described the superior advantages of Califorb&11 the Bartleson
party had arrived, via Sonora Pass, at the rancho of Dr. Joish,Mear present Antioch,
California. That overland movement resulted from encouradiegslevritten by Marsh.
William E Swasey was at Fort Laramie in the early sumnm&A6f when the emigration to
Oregon began to arrive at the fort. He induced about a dozesnpdosgo with him to
California. In June he left the fort, with pack animals, for Falt Wa Fort Bridger.
Apparently Ides party was within a large organization of some 100 wagons, divided into three
companies.

The march to Fort Hall was without untoward incident. SaratHkEhly narratesWe
traveled in one of the three companies having a campiguaaptain and sergeant on guard
every nightuntil within a few days travel of Fort Hall. Then there was a gsiaenpede to

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Trai{Hereafter referred to a3alifornia Trail.)
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see who would get to the Fort first. We found a good camping growmdatigealso Indians

to trade horses with. One offered a very pretty pony for tvep clBsses. Here was a
company of mountaineer trappers, en route for California, who toldaugood route, and
plenty of good grassWhile there father changed his pfaoncluded to go to California: but
first, before definitely settling the question, put it to a vote afrhaay, and they voted for
California instead of Oregop!So it became necessary for Ide to change from OREGON to
CALIFORNIA the large, black lettering on the rear curtain of his hindmoshw#ago

Grigsby-lde Party and Swasey-Todd Party at Fort Hall
Decide to Take California Route
August 9, 1845

The Ide and Todd parties camped for several days at Fort Hall, now Idaho, trading horses
with Native Americans and resting. There they met Caleb Greenwood, a mountawhman
persuaded them to head for California, instead of Oregon. Ide and Todd, among othersechose th
newer trail to California. They left Fort Hall on August 9, 1845, with a company of ten wagons.

10. Benjamin Franklin Bonney Describes Decision to Change Route to California

Propaganda favoring California intensified at Fort Hall. Benjamin Franklim&owas
one of those originally bound for Oregon. He was seven years old at the time, but lated narra

At Fort Hall we were met by an old man named Caleb Greenwablisthree sons; John
was 22, Britain 18, and Sam 16. Caleb Greenwood, who origaility from Nova Scotia,
was an old mountain man and was said to be over 80 years oldd bkehaa scout and
trapper and had married a squaw, his sons being half breeds. Heplm®e by Captain
[John A.] Sutter to come to Fort Hall to divert the Oregambcemigrants to California.
Greenwood was a very picturesque old man. He was dressekskirband had a long heavy
beard and used very picturesque language. He called the Oregmamtsmiogether the first
evening we were in Fort Hall and made a talk.said the road to Oregon was dangerous on
account of the Indians. He said Captain Sutter would have temrCali§ meet the emigrants
who would go and that Sutter would supply them with plenty of potatteesaodfdried beef.
He also said that he would help the emigrants over the mountains and tegt teeast of a
family who would settle near Suttétort, Captain Sutter would give six sections of his Spanish
land grant [New Helvetia].... My father, Jarvis Bonney, wiastlome of the Oregon party to
pull out of the Oregon train and head south with Caleb Greenwaadrding to Joel Palmer,
captain of one of the Oregon bound companies, Greenwood succeedeadtinglthirty-five

or thirty-six wagons toward California. These joined fifteen wageimigieso destined.
The total California contingent now must have been at least onedhandrifty persons; the
Ide family alone numbered seven. Snyder arrived at Fort Hall Aydu8t5, and on August
9th left for, and reached the camp of the California Company fthoteen miles from the
fort. Organization completed, the party started along the Snake Riverldth, and on the
13th was camped on Cassia Creek (Raft River), having left the Ordgatnazn. Snyder
says terselyWe are now on the California road5oose Creek was reached on the 18th, and
Marys (Humboldt) River the 282

22 Rogers pp. 15-18.Healy.
2 Rogers pp. 1416
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Ide and Todd Groups Take California Route
Journal, August 6, 1848

Just west of Fort Hall, the Oregon and California trails diverged in nestiewy and
southwesterly directions.

doing well, The Messra, Ide, with Mr. Todd, The Messrs. Ide, with Mr. Todd, and some

and some others from this section of country, others from this section of country, took the

1ok the ronte to California. 1t was soid that route to California. It was said that they

they designed to examine that country, ond, if designed to examine that country, and, if it
it dié not suit them, 1o settle on the Umquah, in did not suit them, to settle on the Umquah,
~{regon Territory. in Oreaon Territory.

11. Jacob Rink Snyder Diary

Jacob Rink Snyder, with pack animals, traveled in advance of the Todd wagon
company. He entered in his diary:

Saturday 13 Sept.  Traveled this day 25 miles through the same kind of country as that of
yesterday and arrived at the sink of MaRiver. Found the water in the Lake as salty as sea
water. We have had bad water for several days. The eanbrisdcwith a crust of salt and

the water that we use tonight is strongly impregnated with salt, saltppterr& kuwhade the
horses sick.

Sunday 13th. This day we made the crossing between the sink ofsMiver & Truckeys
[Truckee] River, a distance of 40 miles without grass or water, eilegt®salt water. The
animals & men suffered very much owing to the day being oppressivalyehatrived at
Truckeys River at 11aock at night. The waggons reached it in the morning atoélo
The change from a barren waste to a wooded country was one ofsth@aasant | have
enjoyed for years. Here the river runs through a rockyhedhe water is clear and pure.
Remained here this day. [Also the 15th and 16th.]

Wednesdey 16 Sept. This day we started for the Plains of California. A party leftlibe
company, traveled 12 miles & encamped... !

This pack party, now untrammeled by wagons, is called by Bancroft s$ey-Sodd
company, although William L. Todd, writing to his father on April 17, 18dypindicates
that he stayed with the wagons. This small splinter group mbg nethed for Snyder, its
member diarist; it apparently had no captain.

On September 17 and 18 Snyder describes the route up the Truckee River, which was crossed
and recrossed many times, to the wide bottom near present VerilaNetere the river
emerges from the Mountains. From that point Greenwood in H&d4aken the Stevens
party, with wagons, up the extremely difficult canyon of thethimece to the vicinity of the

lake now called Donner. Profiting from that adverse experi@neenwood and his son John
were to lead the 1845 immigration by a new route, undoubtedly réeoehdy them on

24 Journal Thursday, August 6, 1846, .

25 Just past present-day Soda Springs, Idaho botls irdtially turned northwest following the PortrfeRiver
(ldaho) valley to the Britist XGVR Q TV % D ju MarRHraB (2€9.\1836) on the Snake River in presety
Idaho. From Fort Hall the Oregon and Californiglsravent about 50 miles southwest along the SnakerR
YDOOH\ WR DQRWKHU 3SDUWRQJIJDRM WKH REARIBhIREDVRL NBECEBIfdrnia
Trail from the junction followed the Raft River tbe City of Rocks in Idaho near the present NeJadao-
Utah bourders. The Salt Lake and Fort Hall routese about the same lendgtabout 190 miles. From the City
of Rocks the trail went into the present state @ftifollowing the South Fork of the Junction Creek.
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their recent eastward trip from SusierWilliam H. Winter had used this new route, mgvin
east in the spring of 1845.

Snyder§ entries for September 19-21, 1845, are of extreme importance, for they provide a
quite detailed contemporary description of a major re-location of the emigrént trai

Friday 19th. Packed this morning at 1/2 past 8ack. We follow the river after leaving the
bottom; cross on the right, again on the left & again on thehgyhtake the mountain leaving

the river on the left. It is about 6 miles from where we strikévéreat the bottom to where

we take the mountains. The general course is northwest until we descend a ridgeeinto a va
[Dog Valley] where we find a spring branch and grass. The mourgaimsidy covered with

pine and redwood. It is a pleasing sight after traveling so long over sandy plagmsh§libar

We keep a mountain on our left as we cross to the valleympedan the spring branch.
Traveled 18 miles.

Saturday 20th. Packed this morning at 1/2 pastéaxrk. Our course lay up the valley we were
in, over a ridge into another valley. Our course was between southwest & west. Jihideb

is a mountain on the left, bare of timber. It is 9 miles tdliittle Truckee] River from the
spring branch where we camped, 9 miles from Wind River to JohngrRirerd for John
Greenwood and now called Prosser Creek], & 6 miles from Johnstdriber waters of
Truckeys River. By keeping the Bald Mountain on the left and pursuing steeligile
route, Truckeys River cannot be missed. [The partially bald mountain akeutiles east
of the present Boca Dam qualifies as Sngdgriding terrain feature.] We struck Truckeys
River & encamped about 1 mile from the point where we stridéait.the point where we
struck it are 2 large isolated rocks in the valley.

Sunday 21st Packed this morning at &lwck and followed the river on the right side until we
struck a lake [later called Donner for the famed Donner partyle foot of the declivity of
the Back Bone of the California Mountaifi$his Lake is 3 miles long & from 1 to 1 1/2 miles
wide. We passed a log cabin built by the Emigrants of last year. [@doypioses
Schallenberger of the Stevens party, during the winter just pastjadgons were left until
spring before they were taken over. At this lake we commenedirgdtbe rugged side of
this mountain. It is composed of masses of granite. In many places large deteehadepie
thrown in the way, rendering it almost impossible for horses to gtaddp& in many others

it is so smooth that it is as bad for the animals as the more ruggedf@awsre obliged to
lead our horses until we arrived at the summit. We traveled yhabdat 14 miles. Our
course from our camp lay west until we ascended the mountain, thenemdetbscgradual
slope, in some places very rough, until we struck an open plain wiereawped We
encamped on a creek, the waters of which run into the PlaiadifofrGa. [The camp was
probably near the present Kingvale, in the drainage area of thevBba River.] It was still
rough going on September 22 and 23. The waters of Bear Riveeaared on the latter
date. Snyder arrived at the Nicholaus place near the junctienRBdéar and Feather rivers on
the 27th, and came to SutteFort on the 28. The New Helvetia Diary reported eleven men
as having arrived from the mountains on the 29th, preceded by Johw@réemd a small
party on the 27th, anginore of the party from the U.|8n the 28th. The Diary for September
30 reads in partiToday we are quite buizy preparing the party of Men who aregoatgrn

to the Mountains with provisions and pack horses to assist the Waggons!

The Diary for October 1 (1815) records: Today the party left for the Mountairgs!

So it is evident that some of these early arrivals cannos$iiedeas members of Snyder
party. Now we return to follow the fortunes of the wagon party or, ad rBancroft, the

26 Calendar of the Major Jacob Rink Snyd€ollection of the Society of California Pioneedane 1940. (Hereafter
referred to asSnyder)
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Grigsby-Ide party. William Knight states that Grigsby succeeded one Bravamae¢. Ide
had exhibited qualities of leadership in his Illinois organizatiatiched later. Whether John
Grigsby or William B. Ide, commanded from Fort Hall to Sudté&ort, does not appear a
matter of record. Likewise, the exact membership of this party nesybedinown. With a
few exceptions, Bancraft listing may be considered reasonably complete, but with
unavoidable omissions of children. The new trail via DdgyMads been discussed, indeed
it may be properly named the Greenwood re-location, a irupafiht of time if not in distance.
Dr. George R. Stewart is convinced that it was used by the Grigshyyldengdahe present
writer agrees that the circumstantial evidence is conclusesparty had still to surmount the
Donner Pass, which might more properly be called the Stevens Pass,dietapassage by
the Stevens party of 1844. Snyder has given us a portetnewieedifficulty and possible
disaster if an attempt should be made to negotiate the pass with walgb@seenwood
advised that the wagons be taken to pieces and hauled up with ropes. Thenis\wine
undeterred.

Lieut. James H. Carleton Writes Article for Newspaper

Although not printed in th@ournaluntil February 12, 1846, this is the place to present the
following interesting and descriptive articl#®y Company of Oregon Emigrants on the great Prairie,
by an Officer [Lieut. James H. Carleton] of Col. [Stephen W] Ke&rbByagoons! This Dragoon
contingent moved westward along the emigrant route to South Pass in the spring of 1845 and
returned the same summer.

When we discovered the long train of waggons, it was so near zba,hbwas difficult to
determine what it was by the naked eye, but when the spy glasses had been gebmet, and
one exclaimedft s a company of Emigrant§Ve felt the same interest and excitement which
a passenger, who had been long at sea, would greet his ears from thé [Bo&-direction

of the emigrants was northwest, and we gradually approached aacimdtheally we struck

the big trace just ahead of them. When they first observed us they felt a macinteEegst
than ours was at seeing thdam our waggons not yet having come in sight, they supposed us
a large band of Pawnees; but as soon as we had come near enthggh forwitness the
compactness and regularity of the column, they knew at once vdeagemns, and three or
four of their principal men came galloping over to meet us. @k@essed the utmost
gratification when they were informed that it was the purpose of CokeKp&earny] to take

his command so far upon the route as the Great South Pasthaagaint of their journey
they would have escaped all danger of attack by the Indians.

The progress of a company of emigrants across what the gesgtapbiminate a¥he Great
American Desentis one of exceeding interest, and although the original of thatsprogre
presents to the mind only a large number of ox-waggons, with rugtic3gevenderneath it
are matters that afford ground for far more serious considetfzioone would at first thought
imagine. It is not the mere performance of a long journey byfeimeies, with their flocks
and herds, and their little____ of worldly wealth, that calls forutartimtice; though that
alone, when looked upon in connection with the loneliness, the dangers and pvivetions
attend it, is a matter worthy of peculiar attention: it is their dektmythat journey shall have
been completed, and the independence that destiny may hereafténaxertly on the
country they have left behind, but on the world at féihgeé makes the simple passing along
of these peopléhumble though they may Ba& subject inviting the most profound reflections.
They are journeying to the fulfilment of that destiny, and inighatabove all others, should
they be regarded.

The company which we first saw, consisted as we were informed, tyf mevecapable of

bearing arms, besides a proportionate number of women and childrep.had fifty large

and well made waggons, each covered with white canvas, and drawrobyotlnrgeke of

oxen. Wherever the country would admit of it the trace wasddosntwo parallel roads, five

or six rods apart, and in such places the waggons moved in two opposite columns, there being
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twenty-five in each column. The men were well arfreith one having a rifle, and many in
addition to it, had a brace of pistols and a large knife, which thew tinmie belts. Generally
they were clad in coarse homespun cloth, with broad brimmed lg¢dge Some had buckskin
hunting frocks, but the most of them wore loose blouses, made of Kganelean]These
were secured around the waists by broad leathedradtoutside of all hung their powder
horns and ball pouches. Every man seemed to be in fine Halldi energy and spirit, and
so browned by exposure to the weather, so as to make him akpeamylithing but an
individual who would shrink from hardship or danger. The fact af tih@ving such a
distance, and by such a route, is in itself of sufficient grawoio enterprise and courage,
though they are abundantly able to show a still stronger one temhag\have any curiosity
of testing the point by molesting them while on their way, or even&fterai arrive at their
destination.

It was really a beautiful sight to see this company while on the rii&ehvhite topped
waggonthe long line of cattkthe horsemen upon each flank, with their long Aftes
drivers with their big whigall moving so regularly forward, that when viewed from a distance,
it seemed as if it were united and propelled by the same pawearter of a mile in the rear
came the loose stock, driven by some ten or fifteen mountedananpnsisting of horses,
mules, oxen, cows, young cattle and calves. The continued rumble af/seaggonkthe
tramp of many hoofs, together with the lowing of the tbedleating of the calvitke
occasional neighing of the horses and the braying of the mules, as they sawlshef @oim
long column to sweep past them: the tinkling of innumerablethelltoud voices of the
drivers3the sharp and frequent cracking of their long wiaipg in addition, now and then
arising above all might be heard the measure of somerféuyifia, or the burden of some
old song: and boys and girls laughing as they frolicked along betweenctieniws*and
mother singing to their little children in the waggons, or calling their attentoant telling
them those are the soldiers going with & these sights and all these sounds, though
common and homely, have a peculiar attraction any where, buirebé&eard here, and
considered in connection with the purpose [s] which have drawn them away fooomitis

of civilization, are doubly interesting. As we marched a grefastieathan the emigrants, we
had only time to take a hurried glance at this company. This sketclverihig geader some
idea of how they appear to the mere traveler. After marctengnailes further we encamped
upon the bank of another well wooded stream that runs into the Littlé' Blue!

From there the trail followed along a series of small streams like ThougaingsSCreek in the

present state of Nevada till they got to near present day Wells, Nevada wherendghe

the Humboldt River. By following the crooked, meandering Humboldt River valést across

the arid Great Basin, emigrants were able to get the water, grass, and wood needed by all travelers
and their teams. The water turned increasingly alkaline as they progressedediunrboldt,

there were almost no trees $wmewood” usually consisted of broken brush and the grass was sparse
and dried out few liked the Humboldt River valley passage.

[The] Humboldt is not good for man nor beast...and there is not tinzergé in three
hundred miles of its desolate valley to make a snuff-t&xfficient vegetation along its banks
to shade a rabbit, while its waters contain the alkali to make soap far.a natio

Reuben Cole Shaw, 1849.

27 Rogers pp. 13-14. Journal February 12, 1846.
28 Across The Plains In '49 A Vivid Picture of The GBldsh of 1849 Reuben Cole Shaw, Lakeside PréRsR.
Donnelley, 1948.
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Ide and Todd Groups Cross Forty Mile Desert

At the end of the Humboldt River where it disappeared into theimdkBElumboldt
Sink, the Ide and Todd groups had to cross the deadly Forty Mile Desert. On tredattodithe
desert, they found the Truckee Riverthat led to the Carson Range and the Sierra Nevad
Mountains, the last major obstacles before entering Alta or Northern Cal#drnia.

Ide and Todd Groups Ascend the Sierra Nevada Mountains

When the Ide and Todd groups began their ascent of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, many
took apart the wagons and hauled them up ledge by ledge to the summit. At thibgtange
party began separating into several smaller parties, with each group detenwmisolve the
problems of mountain travel in their own way.

12. William L. Todd § Story of Movement of Wagons
From Fort Hall Through the Sierra Nevada Mountains

William Levi Todd later related his story of the movement of his wagons FarnHall
through the Sierra Nevada Mountains:

We left Fort Hall on the 9th of August [1845], in company with ten waggdre St. Marg
[Humboldt] river we were joined by fifteen more. We went orosimhountil we reachedéh
California mountains, which were 300 miles from our destinatione Thier met with
fribulation-in the extreme. You can form no idea, nor can | give you ameggstption of
the evils which beset us-rom the time we left the lake [now called Dormer] on the north
side of the mountains [and east of the pass] until we arrived at the thad&eam it was one
continued jumping from one rocky cliff to another. We would have toullthis big rock,
then over that: then there was bridging a branch; then we Higouioviaggons by main force
up to the top of a ledge of rocks, that was impossible for dsiteréridge or roll our waggons
over, and in several places, we had to run our waggons broadsieldgeif tmke off our cattle,
and throw our waggons round with handspikes, and heave them up to the topundedtie
had previously been taken. Three days were passed in this vexatioud atayheaend of
that time, we found ourselves six miles from the lake on the north sidevafuhiin, and
you never saw a set of fellows more happy than when we reached the Sihen night
came, we were very glad to take a blanket or buffalo robe, and lay dow§aftesteside of

a rock-and were sorry to be disturbed from our sweet repose, when wealezténcthe
morning to our labor. Here our flour gave out, and we coulgetoany for love or money.
We had to live about ten days on poor beef until we mdidokerswho had gone in advance
to Capt. Suttes, for provisions, where we got some flour for 20 cents per |b. €ashhe

top of the mountain we found a beautiful lake [Lake Mary? ], but quite small, andiegew m
farther we came to a fine prairie [Summit Valley], abces tiniles long by three-fourths of a
mile broad, full of springs and excellent water, and at the lowefieadeanch, which forms
the head of Juba [Yuba] river, and the way we dafdeathere, was a caution to all future
emigrants. The difficulty of getting down the mountain was noatagjascending it, though
it was a work of labor, and looked at the first glance as impossi#eperformed by
horsemen, much more by teams and wagg@slomon Sublette, of St. Louis, who passed
us at the Lake on the North side of the mountain, told us afterwards tizat he idea we
could get through with our waggons. In some places we found it neoelesdrall four
wheels coming down hill and then our waggons came very near turning ovet befdnga

At last on the 20th of October, our hardships were ended by out atfiaat Sutter3where

29 California Trail.
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we concluded to spend the winter in the mountdist is, myself and waggon companions,
five in number and Mr. and Mrs. Roulette.

William B. Ide Interviewed

Simeon Idé° says: About the year 1849 we had an interview with Miafw.] Ide, in
which he gave us an account offfigsoverlandto California, in 1845He did not go minutely

into detail, but dwelt more particularly on the manner in which hadest¢he Nevada
Mountain; as that performance was the most laborious and diffithdt iwfany difficulties
they had to encounter. And not the least of these difficulties waskla# convincing the
men with him that his plan of operations to accomplish the hard task thesspect was
practicable. Their guide had told them the only way wéskethe wagons to pieces, and
haul them up with ropesOur Yankee adventurer thought he would find a better way. He
took a survey of the premises, on foatimbing up the ruggedliffs of the rockstill he
reached the plane above, and finally concluded there Rettea way!

Mr. Ide found on the line of the ascent several abrupt pitches, betielmare comparative
level spaces for several rods distance, where the team might dtawdufo at least an empty
wagon. Accordingly, he went to work, with as many of the menldeirmtuce, by mild
means, to assist hiiremoving rocks, trees, etc., and grading a patch 6 orwidegup the
several steep pitches and levels to the summit. The next thing to do, was to get a team of 5 or
6 yoke of cattle up onto the first inclined grade or semi-lEvisl was a tedious proce3he
first pitch was longer and more abrupt than any of the others. | thindeéviold me they
had to take one ox at a time, and by help of men, with ropes assist hinirspstezp grade.
"After having, by this process, their ox-team of 5 or 6 yoke in ord#re firstfevel-(as we
call it) they then, by the use of ropes and chains, attach a wagon ti itptend fiitch then
block the wheelsfiack-the team, take another hitch and another start foRaadithey thus
continue the operation till the wagon is on the first inclined!gtages then, by a similar,
but less tedious process, drawn up over the remaining stepfitshessto the level plain
aboveand the same operation was repeated with all their wagons.

And at the close of the second day of their arrival at the f@emé& Nevada, these then
educated mountaineers found their entire retinue of wa§joosls and chattelsafely landed
at the summit-level. Mr. Ide told me that these were the trdeshadayslabor he
experienced, for himself, men, women and children (and cattle, evibe)frafin during the
entire journey. Nothing short of Yankee pluck could have conceived amphisiced such
an undertaking®

13. Sara lde Healy§ Account of Passage of Sierra Nevada Mountains

7KH IROORZLQJ DFFRXQW ZDV ZULWWH@ BEDEDKWKUGHRKIRHDO\
was __ years old when the group crossed the Sierrra Nevada Mountains.

We made our way to the place at which | am now writing. It isuifblezalley, about ten
miles long and two wide, situated between mountains, which are abouget,8@hf from
the bed of Cache Creek, which runs through the valltgre are a few excerpts from Sarah
Ide Healys account of the passage of the Sierra Névada:

It took us a long time to get about 2 miles over our rough, ndevroed up the mountain,
over the rough rocks, in some places, and so smooth in others, thegrthgould slip and
fall on their knees; the blood from their feet and knees staining thethegksassed over.

30 Seelde Biographyat footnote number 7.
31 Roberts pp. 15-28.
32 |de Biography.
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Mother and | walked (we were so sorry for the poor, faithfal) pakk those two miléall our
clothing being packed on the hordeacks. It was a trying tifthe men swearing at their
teams, and beating them most cruelly, all along that rugged wayamp¥d one night on a
level place near a lake of very clear water; alsdeagy During the night we were startled by
a loud report that shook the ground under us like a heavy clap of thiddexere terribly
frightened It proved to be an explosion of gun-powidekeg or can of it in one of the wagons,
which it set on fire; but afterwards circumstances led to the conclusitre thah having
charge of the wagon set it on fire, with the object in vigettofg possession of a sum of
money in a trunk, the owner of which having gone to Californitheiitbmpany thafjacked
from Fort Hall. [The owner was Thomas Knight, who returned fromrSuttelearn of his
loss.] 'In driving down into steep hollows, the men cut down small treesddte hind end

of each wagon, to keep it from turning over or slewing, and also to hold itrbattempting

to ride my pony down, the saddle came off over her head. Shegeatls@s to stop for me
to alight, and lead her the rest of the way doWve camped one night ifteep Hollow!
Our best milch-cow died the next morning. We did all we could to dumtoWe supposed
she was poisoned by eating laurel |€@yrass being so scarce.

Traveling through the Sierra Nevadas, up hill and down; fording stireéme small valleys,
with muddy bottoms, and small rivers, with large boulder rocks at the;lswmitéarge as to
almost upset the wagon; driving over rocky redshis, though it might be considered
healthy xercise, was somewhat fatiguing; and our Pilot wanted to stop a dimyrestwmut
father did not think it best to, and drove on.

The next morning we continued our march without a Pilot; and, afterngaattiday, we
camped, as usual, for the night. Soon after getting quietly atird3lpt came up, and,
swearing as he came, said he was not responsible firivang into a Canon that we could
not get out of! My father seemed perfectly ¢smitl scarcely a word, for he knew that he was
right. While Greenwood was scolding, | saw the stump of a smé#llatreeas cut down the
year before, which showed that we were camped on a road made ¥ast gibthiat needless
alarm was soon ended.

Somewhere near the summit we came to a place where a cafganyr twelve wagons had
camped the year before, and emptied their feather beds. They leftabeirs andiacked:
their oxen into the valleys. We could see the tracks of theseswag plainl§there having
been no rain since the melting of the snow last spring. These werd thagims that ever
crossed thefPlains-on their way to California, but were not brought into Califtithi845.
[Actually, the Bartleson party of 1841 started for California with wagonsrudradd them
before reaching the Humboldt. The Chiles party of 1843 was the figath California with
wagons, which were left near Owens Lake.]

Our Emigrants, on coming, to this Plain, all made a rush for the long smughlifornia;
ambitious to be firséhot much waiting one for another; the best teams leaving the myst; eve
one looking out for himself, only. Some went to one part abilwatry, and some to another.

| have since met but few of our first company, except thogeaséed our house on their way

to Oregon.

The rest of the way we traveled very slow; our @hlemall remnant of the flock we started
from lllinois with being poor, and nearly worn #having lost so many oxen as to be obliged
to work cows in their place. While on the way, near the Humboldtatiee was very bad.
Some of our best oxen became poor and unfit for work, are leféion the sandy desert,
some 40 miles this way of it, to shift for themselves; and theplyrdied, or werdjared for-

by the Indians. An ox would lie down in his yoke, and could not hggsb we would
unyoke and leave him. Some of them were able to walk after theagotaken off: these we
drove on as long as they were able to go, hoping they woulduhtiltiwe came to good
water. Our cattle, all told, numbered only 65, when we moved oriRancino in April, 1846.
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‘On the 25th day of October, 1845, my father drove down intartterican River valley, and
in a few days more we camped near Ssift@rt, where Sacramento City is now!

Coming up the face of the Sierra was the most difficult part wékurOld Greenwood had
determined we would have to take every wagon aparift &neinh by pulleys, one at a time.
He had traveled the route the previous year and this is what thdgrieadl surveyed the
route, and determined we could still use the oxen, but only on the more levef tagts
mountain. We moved oxen to each of the areas with les®intlle used pulleys for the
steepest areas, but where able to move our wagons up morewgtlickig assistance of the
oxen?®

The Swasey-Todd Party was made up of young men without families geawuchstead of
laboriously taking the wagons apart, Ide and other men builtbaddesuto connect one
level spot to the next. Even so, it took a long and strenuousceffavtel two miles to reach
the summit of the Sierra Nevada. Nearby they found evidengaarfer party from the
year before. The party had emptied their feather beds, unloadedgivesywandpackedu
the oxen. Their wagon tracks were still visible from the year before.

14. Benjamin Franklin Bonney Writes About Traversing the Sierra Nevada Mountains

Benjamin Franklin Bonney, who was about 7 years old at the time, later wrote:

At the foot of the Sierras we camped by a beautiful, ice-coldl|-ckyat mountain stream.
We camped there for three days to rest the teams and let the womerevedathithg and get
things fixed up. My sister Harriet was fourteen, and with my cousin LydieyBdrnuman
Bonney, myself and other boys of the party, we put in three delightfulatiigg in the
stream. It was October and the water was low. In many plaeewéhersand and gravel
bars. On one of these gravel bars | saw what | thought was wheat, videehitl ygicl found

it was heavy ... | took one of the pieces about the size of a snrat paanp with me. (One
of our companions) Dr. Gildea asked me for it. That eveningrhe t@a my father, and
showing him the dull yellow metal | had given him, Saltat your boy found today is pure
gold. Keep the matter to yourself: we will come back here next spring and giet rich.

33 Pioneer Children on the Journey WeBmmy Werner. (Hereafter referred to Risneeer Childrer) Pioneers of
California, Donovan Lewis. (Hereafter referred taRasneers of Californig Rogers pp. 25-27.1de Biography
% $FURVV WKH 30DLQV E\ 3UDLWIDIWENKRRIQHU) 3 HRYRED B 11D TJUIRY QIRD6 XWWHUTV
in 1846, and of His Pioneer Experiences In OregotiULQJ WKH 'D\V Rl 2UHJRQTV ,F ¥R YLVLRQDO *RYHUC
Lockley, Koke-Tiflfany Co., Eugene, Ore. (Hereafteferred to aBonney)
https://archive.org/stream/acrossplainsbyprOOkammnésplainsbyprOObonn_djvu.txt
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Donner Lake From The Top of Stephens (Donner) Pa$s

The original trail of 18445 came along the north shore of Donner Lake and then up the

extremely rocky, nearly impassable slope to the top of the dgvalitat Stephens Pass. One

emigrant, William Todd in 1845, described the climb very welhwak noted thait was one

continued jumping from one rocky cliff to another. We would have towallthis big rock,

WKHQ RYHU WKDW«WKHQ ZH KDG WRWKIHWRIX RZDJBRVYGE JEH RPIDUR FIR
This original trail was replaced by late 1846 with the easier altermaterribller Pass.

15. Sarah Ide Healy Describes Travel Down the West Slope
of Sierra Nevada Mountains to Sutter§ Fort

:LOOLDP % ,G Hsgandh@® Mealy Wellslbiow the Ide group made their way down
the western slope of the Sierra Nevada Moustairsutter§ Fort.

In driving down into’Steep Hollowpthe men cut down small trees to tie to the hind of each
wagon, to keep it from turning over ... and also to hold it back. In #ttgrtgoride my pony
down, the saddle came off her head. She was so gentle as tors®pofalight, and | led
her the rest of the way down. We camped that nigistaep Hollowp Our best milch cow
died the next morning. We did all we could to doctor her. We seppsise was poisoned
by eating laurel leavegass being so scafte.

Sarah lde, nevertheless, remembered the trip fondly.

To me the journey was a pleasure trip, so many beautiful wigtsflasmch wild scenery,
mountains, rocks and streamemething new at every turn, or at least eved day!

Todd and Ide Groups Arrive at Sutter § Fort
October 1845

The emigrants straggled into SutfeFort over a two-week period. The Todd group arrived
on Sunday October 19, 1845. The Ide group reached the Fort on October 25, 1845, just about the
last party, with 65 cattle left of the huge herds with which $heyarted the journey. Both animals
and people were exhausted and in need of plentiful food and rest.

Sutter Fort New Helvetia Diary

7KH IROORZLQJ HQWULHV FRPSOHW HPWK RWBIQSW\W WHD E B 8§ @/J -\ R WALKQ
SDUW\ DW 6XWWHU-V JRUW E\ ZDTY KRt WRK & mbst ddoinéBert HYDGD LQ

35 Photo by Jim Moorman.

36 Journal Thursday, August 13, 1846, p.

37 Pioneer Children Pioneers of California Ide Biography
38 |de Biography
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check point. Its Diary is therefore of incomparable importamgejt does not list all
immigrants by name, and the number of wagons recorded falls short of the fifty or &ixty whic
then came through the Sierra. Pertinent entries in the New HB8liatidrom October 1845
follow:

Tuesdyg 7th [October] Today a party from the United States arrived having with them Mr.
[Solomon] Sublette of St Louis they report 60 waggons in the Modrdairtie U. S. bound

for this country.

FridaylOth Two Emigrants from the hind company of 15 Waggons came in togag\fision
and immediately left again.

Saurday 11th Arrived Dr. [William B.] Gildea with his party from Waggonsthe
Mountains*Dr. Carter also came in today

Sunday 12th Mr. Bonny [Jarvis Bonny] and family came in from the Mountains.
Tuesdg 14h Mr. Bonny went to Mountains with a horse.

Wednesday 15th G. M. Smith came in from the Mountains with some two or thoge from
the Waggons and report the Waggons most on the plains.

Thursdy 16th The launch started bel®Rassingers J. R. Snyder, ... Mr. Martin,...
Friday 1th 5 Waggons from the Mountains arrived last night abouttzla

Sunday 19th Last night one more wagon arrived from the Mountains belonging kebk.
Today two more wagons arrived belonging to Mr. [William L.] Todd andRdllette

[William R. Roulette]3*4 or 5 Wagons more are expected immediately.

Monday 20th Arrived 5 waggons of the Emigraetsgaged a number of them to work at the
Fort.

Tuesdg 2Lst A number more of the Waggons from the Mountains arrived today.
Thursdy 23d Today a meeting of the Emigrants was called to take into considbeataia
news from the seat of Government concerning the introduction of eoseigto this
country3they adjourned over until Monday next. A German family ariazy from the U.
S.

Friday Odober 24th 3 more waggons arrived from the Mountains today.

Saturday 25th 4 Waggons more came in today. Mr. [William B.] $dend Mr. [Eugene E]
Skinners.

Wednesdy 29%th Arrd P [Peter] Lassen & [Ezekiel] Merritt & [William C.] Moorthwi
grindstones!
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Sutter § Fort®®

6XWWHUYTV )RUW

Sutters Fort was the most important and interesting man-made featureroh#érese rancho
which CaptainuJohn A. Sutter had namelew Helvetiafollowing its grant to him in 1841
by Governor Juan B. Alvarado. This grant of eleven leagues extendedihe south of the
American River north to the Three Buttes near modern MarysvVitie fort was built of adobe
bricks and measured about 320 by 150 feet, with walls abagt 18gh and 3 feet thick.
There were bastions mounting cannon at the southeast and northwest Bordersg the
inclosure there were inside many rooms, housing the guard, blacksmithastery, twols,
distillery, work shops, and employees. The flag of Mexicodflahi@ve, and an Indian
sentinel paced his beat in front of the main entrance. The fort veaslight rise and was
surrounded by corrals and wheat fields. The location of the faedieSuttess ventures, such
as farming, trading, trapping, and the use of Indian labor. It waslpsifeated as an arrival
point for immigrants in northern California from the Stategam fOregon. Sutter had
shrewdly sent Greenwood to Fort Hall to divert travel directly tostaislishment. He
afforded employment to a few persons; others wintered at the raaHilsfor plains, or
went to the Cache Creek-Napa-Sonoma area. We have notedvileadiButtes of Peter
Lassen on October 29th. We shall see Hold Petepwithin a day caused Ide to decide upon
a different destinatich.

16. Benjamin Franklin Bonney Writes About Events at Sutter§ Fort
In observing events at the SutfeFort, Benjamin Franklin Bonney wrote:

There was a large cookhouse at the fort, where we children liketthotlveen doing the
cooking. They cooked here for a large number of Indiarréafo In addition to the Indian
workers, there were a lot of Indian boys who were trained to do the Wuekndian boys
were fed in a peculiar way. They ground barley for them, mattegtuiel, and emptied it in
a long trough. When the big dinner bell rang, the Indian boys would gdrtmigfeand with
their fingers pick up the porridge and eat it.

So many emigrants were crowded into the fort that winter thasadt here was a good deal
of sickness ... A large number of the natives died as well agfstiraeemigrants, mainly
children®

3 California State LibraryCalifornia History Section, Picture Catalog9LHZ Rl &DSWDLQ 6 XWWHUTV )RUW QHDU 6C
City, California. https://calisphere.org/item/c P¥1f6d8e2ablbf76ad104ae0ef01/

40 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Helvetia httflsaww.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21507

4 Bonney
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William B. Ide Settles North of Sutter$ Fort

William B. Ide settled north of Fort Sutter where he wdrfor Peter Lassen on Rancho
Bosquejo. Americans were allowed to settle under special arrangerhetits Miexican
government, and under the jurisdiction of General Védflejo.

17. Sarah Ide Healy Reports 1d€ Settlement North of Sutter§ Fort

The Sacramento with the approach of winter, shelter for his famdynbddes immediate
concern. Little time could be spent in observing the bustle anassthieating sights in and
around Suttes Fort. Peter Lassen induced Ide to go to the Lassen rancti@ upper
Sacramento at Deer Creek. lde, having a circular saw ariebmnsillwas to build a sawmill
there, and he was to be furnished living quarters by Lassen. Ide amilyhisfieSuttes Fort

on October 30th, arrived at Lasseplace and occupied a one room house there. Lassen
arrived later with another family, in whose favor he dispossessedthe Ide

Sarah Ide Healy tells how that crisis was met.

This was about the middle of November 1845. We packagitbirgy into our wagons; and,
getting our cattle together, started up the river and forded it. Afterlgmibgeven miles, we
came to the camp of one family (a Mr. Tusting [William I. Tustin) who hgdibad to take
care of a Mr. [Wiliam G.] Chard cattle, and live on his Ranéhad camped near
Sacramento River, on H. R. ThoragRobert H. Thones] Rancho, in order to have the
company of Mr. Thom& man who had charge of his (Mis)Icattle. We camped near them,
they being very anxious to have us remain with them all winter.

As the rainy season had already commenced, the weather was stormj\WHatheB. Ide]

with two other men, built a log-cabin. All of us lived in it until, A4&46. During the winter,
which was a very wet one, we were surrounded with high wateteflmazidtle swimming
from one bank to anothéindians yelling night and day, while the river was at its haight
living on beef, butter and milk, with but little bread and no vegetdt#elsaps 100 Ibs. of
flour was all we had during the winter and spring, or until the wheat grew. A little svaeat wa
treat to us. These privations (not to mention many others), made us somevdsitih'We
could get but little wheat to sow, which was bought of Capt. Sutter. We could nat latly flo
any price: it was not in the country. There were eight in mily fancluding [and] a Mr.
Tustin, his wife and child. Three young rdarMr. Boker [Henry Booker], having charge of
Mr. Thomes cattle and horséa Mr. Belden, an eastern gentleman, and a Mr. [Henry] Pitts,
who were weather-bound, and were of course some company for ves] &l & log-cabin
several months. They made themselves a canoe, and the two lasineanped into it a
supply of meat, their firearms, ammunition, etc., left us, and madgtieey by water to
some point down the river where they could embark on a larger craft

One of these men [Mr. Josiah Belden] owned the farm now known &tetiRancho: Mr.
Belden gave father one-half of it for living on and taking case(bfrhBs) cattle three years.
After the discovery of gold, Mr. B. sold his half to my fathgrhusband, and my brother
James; each paying him $2,8d0. B s cattle being included. In April, 1846, we moved from
the first cabin ever built in Tehama County into our partly finished caldr.dB s farm.
The year 1844 had seen the granting of most of the ranchosupp#reSacramento. Ide
would soon learn of those ranchos and of their grantees. Easadidmento at Deer Creek
was Peter LasserBosquejo; at or near Mill Creek was Rio de los Molinas, Ab&domes;
extending up river beyond Antelope Creek was Rio de Berrendos, Job Fribgenfarth
and on the west side of the Sacramento above Cottonwood CreeknviBiseBaventura,
Pierson B. Reading; south of Red Bank Creek was La Barranca ColoratidBdlnlgin; south

42 Pjoneer Children Pioneers of California
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of Belden and extending to Elder Creek was Las Flores, William @&l;Goaith of Chard
was Los Saucos, Robert H. Thomes; south of Thomes and opposite Lasske mnch of
the squatter William C.OIld uMoon, with whom lived Ezekiel Merritt. The richer bottom
lands were generally subject to overflow; most of the uplands werefsuigghieng. When
Ide came to the upper Sacramento there were very few whitesarea; it was indeed the
northern frontier of the Sacramento Valley. John Bidwell says thatessDetsember 1847,
there was in the Sacramento Valley north of the Buttes a settlettipomfl@nly 58 males
and 24 females. The fall of 1845 had come to the upmear8anto country. Frosts had
touched with brown and yellow the sycamores, cottonwoods, and Wilayvthe riveta
pretty sight but not as beautiful as the flaming reds and vivid yelloevsnajotbs of New
Hampshire and Vermont, well remembered by most of the Ide fabailgnon ran the river
and spawned in its tributaries. Immense sturgeon were takeedate weighing over two
hundred pounds. Deer were plentiful, and there were some bandsaontiehktelope. Wild
grape vines climbed the trees in the rich bottoms. The vines on one such tree weed estimat
to yield well over a half ton of grapes. At some time during thattfel ensuing winter Ide
made a reconnaissance of the Belden rancho, Barranca @glafzidh he was to occupy.
About 3 miles north of the present town of Gerber, Tehama Couttity, $utheast corner
and point of beginning of the 1858 survey of the rancho. Almiilés north of that point
and near the west bank of the Sacramento River the survey map sh@w#\Bost 150 feet
northwest of that post is shown lle House pnot further described in the field notes. That
house is presumed to have been the one, then partially completedhe/ites occupied in
April 1846. There is now a small corral and loading chute indihéyw The rancho survey
shows an interesting feature, nan@lil French Fordpat Post B.C. 10, opposite the north
tip of the present Blackberry Island. The name of the ford probabiyed from early
crossings there by trappers of French descent. The ford is shower @imm Ides house in
the Pierson B. Reading map of 1849. Jedediah Smith and John Wodaveerg those who
made early crossings of the Sacramento in this vicinity. Anotherulske is shown on the
plat of the township adjoining Barranca Colorada on the northpldtted just south of Red
Bank Creek, the north boundary of the rancho, and it seems to havehieeso-called
‘Massachusetts Hougeamed in the Ide Probate case. Its location was north oashe e
portion of present Riverside Avenue and near the Corning Canal. Bab@ncada contains
over 17,700 acres. Extending northwest from its southeast caheentouth of Red Bank
Creek is a bench which rises about twenty feet above the largetsesast, which became
known as’lde s Bottomuand which today is practically devoid of habitations. The bench
marks the beginning of extensive uplands, which continue some six miles! wettivahe
rancho. Commencing at the present City of Red BIuff, first called Réd Btaflow hills.
Elevations increase to Mount Shasta, about ninety miles to the northitaledragm points
on Ides rancho. Lassen Peak, named@id Petepbears forty miles northeast from the Ide
Bottom. To the south for over 125 miles reaches the great plkia Sacramento Valley.
Within such a pleasant scene Ide was destined to spend most of his life in Cdlifeanis.
June 1846, Henry L. Ford rode to the Ide home to tell Ide Bah. Castro was on his way
to drive all the Americans from the couritry.

Henry and Margaret J. Hussey Bird and Family Move to Oregon

Henry Bird was born on December 15, 1815, in Mason County, Kentucky. He came to
Sangamon County, lllinois in 1836, and married there on September 30, 1841 to Margaret J.
Hussey, who was born on April 5, 1821, in Sangamon County. Two children were bornhere. |
1845, Henry, age 30, and his family moved overland in wagons to Yamhill County, @Gtegon.

43 |de Biography.
44 Power,pp. 120-121.
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Robert Caden Keyes Goes to California With Drove of Cattle

Robert Caden Keyes was born in 1818 in Monroe County, Virginia. He came to Sangamon
County, lllinois with his parents in 1830 at age 27. In 1845, he went to Califeithia drove of
cattle belonging to other parties. From there he went to Oregon, and then resudadifbrnia,
where he met his sister Mrs. Reed, on July 4, 1847, at the house of Capt. Yontz, where a party had
assembled to celebrate the national anniversary.

Keyes was fourteen years superintendent of the Adm&aiicksilver mines in California.
He was married about 1853, in Califearto Mrs. Roberts, of Australia, but of English birth and
parentage. She was the widow of an Episcopal clergyman, who was married in Australia and died
soon after coming to California. They had three children, and Robert died on Bep1Em1865.
His widow and children lived in San Jose, Califorfiia.

45 Power,p. 428.
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1846

In 1846, eighty-one people left Springfield and Sangamon County for the west coast. They
were a part of the estimated 1,500 people who migrated to California in that yeanmpovtant
events in American history occurred in 1846 and most of the Sangamon County emigrants
participated in one of those events. They wrote ten letters describingithaind thee historic
events.

The first event was the Bear Flag Revolt and the resulting creation of Gialife a part
of the United States. William L. Todd and William Ide both participated in s Blag Revolt
in June of 1846. Todd wrote two letters describing that event and he also designetiaride
ILUVW &DOLIRUQLD I6ththe dgsR)GdE the/ Califoiviia 3t@telfl®y. Ide led the Bear
Flag Revolt and was the first President of the California Republic. Descriptidihe &vents
surrounding the Bear Flag Revolt are included to give context to Todd arfihalésipation.

The second event was the Donner Party tragedy in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of
California. The Party of forty left Springfiel§ Public Square on April 16, 1846. Their story is
familiar to many and is a classic account of the tragedy experienced by Amednatiag west.

I include descriptions of the event as it was Springfield relatddouts the member letters and
descriptions in context. James F. R§ddur letters give detailed descriptions of that p&ristal
trip.
18. William L. Todd Letter From California to His Father
April 17, 1846
Journal, Thursday, August 13, 184%.

On April 17, 1846, William L. Todd wrote a letter to his father Dr. John Todd of
Springfield, lllinois. The letter was published in tlmurnalon Thursday, August 13, 1846.

INTERESTING FROM CALIFORNIA:

Dr. Todd of this city, has politely furnished us with a letter from hig\sbiam L. Todd,
who went out with the emigration to California, in the spring of 18#&sl dn the 17th of
April, from which we make the following extracts. He states thaintmamy in which he
belonged, reached Fort Hall, without interruption. At Fort Hall, anith@moad there, Mr.
Todd and others heard so many reports of the superior advaot&pdgornia over Oregon,
that some of his company, including himself, changed their destinationctouttigt. Nor
had he regretted this change, although he was not in love witmi@alifgitiam L. Todd
says:

We left Fort Hall on the 9th of August, in company with ten waggons, and Margs
extreme. You can form no idea, nor can | give you any judptiesmf the evils which beset
us. From the time we left the lake on the north side of the mosiatil we arrived at the
Lake on the top, it was one continued jumping from one rocky diffdiner. We would
have to roll over this big rock, then over that; then there was britbgamgla; then we had to
lift our waggons by main force up to the top of a ledge of tihak,was impossible for us to
reduce, bridge or roll our waggons over, and in several plecésad to run our waggons
broadside off a ledge, take off our cattle, and throw our ngaggmd with handspikes, and
heave them up to the top, where our cattle had been previously Thkea.days were passed
in this vexatious way and at the end of that time, we found ourselvissdromithe lake on
the north side of the mountain, and you never saw a set of fellowsappyethan when we
reached the summit. When night came, we were very glad to take adadmitalo robe,

46 Journal Thursday, August 13, 1846, 2.
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and lay down on the softest side of a rock, and were sorry to be diftombedir sweet
repose, when we were called in the morning to our labor.

Here our flour gave out, and we could not get any for lor®pey. We had to live about
ten days on poor beef until we met the packers, who had gone on ireddv@apt. Suttes

for provisions, where we got some flour for 20 cents per Ib. caghe @p of the mountain
we found a beautiful lake, but quite small, and a few miles farthemedcca fine prairie,
about three miles long by three-fourths of a mile broad, fefiirioigs of excellent water, and
at the lower end a fine branch, which forms the head ofiyahaand the way we danced Juba
there, was a caution to all future emigrants. The difficuggttoig down the mountain was
not as great as in ascending it, though it was a work of labor, @daotiie first glance as
impossible to be performed by horsemen, much more by teams and waggons.

Solomon Sublette, of St. Louis, who passed us at the Lake on thedwahtee mountain,
told us afterwards that he had no idea we could get through with aursvdggome places,
we found it necessary to lock all four of the wheels cominghilbvamd then our waggons
came very near turning over hind part before, on to the cattlast, on the 20th of October,
our hardships were ended by our arrival at Fort Suter, where Weledro spend the winter
in the mountains, that is, myself and waggon companions, five in namalgir, and Mrs.
Roulette. We made our way to the place at which | am now writing.

It is a beautiful valley, about ten miles long and two wide, sibgttesbn mountains, which
are about 2,000 feet high, from the bed of Cache Creek, which run$ttirewglley. In the
mountains, there are deer and bear in abundance, and about 1%onildsere there are
plenty of elk. The valley is about 60 miles from the bay ofr8aci$to, about 40 from the
Pacific ocean. Bodega is the nearest port. As yetsdmvdut very little of the country, and
must confess that in regard to the part | have seen | ammothgpleased as | expected that
| should be.

So far as | have seen the country generally is very mountainoinrgraviand there vallies
suitable for cultivation. Those few vallies are generally takgrthgpMexicans; and should
there be some not taken up, it would be impossible for foreignges homld of them- the
recent laws of Mexico for-bidding any officers of this govertongrent land to foreigners.
In fact, the laws are framed to prevent foreigners from coming tatiteyamless they have
passports. | have never been asked for my passports, but if | hadl hsleubeen inclined
to do, as Dr. Ball did on a similar requisition, shew my rifle.

| expect in a few weeks to visit the southern portion of this countgppadfar down as the
Lower Pueblo, 350 miles. | wish to visit San Louis, San Joseph, éfpivierby Benna (St.
Francisco), and in the fall design to go up the coast on the nortifi Sidebay as far as the
mountains, for the purpose of examining that portion of California.

| should be more pleased with this country if the seasons were wooablia From the 1st
of May to the 1st of October, it is one continued drouth; amd fhe 1st of October to the
1st of May, it rains, off and on, all the time. The only way by whighaao with tolerable
certainty be secured, is by irrigation, or the overflow of the gbgusdme water course.
There are many places where this can never be cultivated. Thedést$ are all taken up.

If there are any persons in Sangamon who speak of crossing thenoockgins to this
country, tell them my advice is, to stay at home. There you boéf w¥bu can enjoy all the
comforts of life, live under a good government, and have pedcplenty around youa
country whose soil is not surpassed by any in the world, having gauslasdgelding timely
crops. Here every thing is on the other extrertiee government is tyrannical, the weather
unseasonable, poor crops, and the necessaries of life not to leeckatl at the most
extortioned prices, and frequently not then. In the winterrseas®impossible for a horse
to go about-the soil being so loose that the first rains make a peideetr rof it, and your
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horse frequently sinks down so much that you are compelled to jumihefinod knee deep
to help him out.

| do not, however, believe there was ever a more beautiful ¢haratee have in this country.
During the whole winter we have delightful weather, except when it ragslo Mt need
fire except for cooking; nor have | seen during the whole winter ice thicker than a window
glass, although we are in sight of snow the whole year round. Bagtiaig, we could be
seen in winter with our coats off walking in the neighborhood cabimn-- except when we
were off hunting for a term of 4 or 6 days. The Mexicang¥vally spring and fall here of
driving the foreigners out of the country. They must do it this yearyarether can do it.
There will be a revolution before long, and probably this countrigenie-annexed to the
United States. If here, | will take a hand in it.

William L. Todd

By the time this letter was published on August 13, 1846, William L. Todd had been as

good as his word. On June 14, 1846, he and other American settlers raised thla@eathe
plaza at Sonoma, California denoting that Alta California was now an independent republic.

19. Mr. Skinner Letter From New Helvetia (Sacramento), Upper California
April 6, 1846
Journal, August 20, 184§

CALIFORNIA: The letter of Mr. Wm. L. Todd, published in our last ge, presents
California as a point for emigration, in a most unfavorable Byhfar as Mr. B personal
knowledge extended, he has no doubt given a true representation. nvier,Skinother
emigrant, who left Putnam county last spring a year, writes thus uadgrNa Helvetia,
Upper California, 6th April, 1846, which, as far as it goes, conferagathments of the letter
before referred to.

| have seen considerable of this country, and the coast partnib$s$ delightful country, very
productive, but a great scarcity of timber. In fact, there is butlittetimber in California,
except in the mountains, where there is some excellent red wood an&qine of the red
wood measures 22 1/2 feet in diameter, and three hundred feet higleburitry is without
a government, and as it is impossible for me to live without beingegoVehall pick up my
traps and go to Oregon. California is a delightful countre to Jigs regards climate, but | do
not think the Sacramento will ever be much of a farming counal},the land you plant
needs watering to insure a crop.

The James Frazier Reed Family

James Frazier Reed (November 14, 18Qly 24, 1874)
was a businessman, soldier and, most notably, an organ
member of the ill-fated Donner Party emigration to California,
1846. Ree® parents came to America from County Armagh
Northern Ireland and settled in Virginia. Reed remained there
he was twenty, when he left for the lead mines of lllinois. In 18
Reed moved to Springfield, lllinois, where he went into
mercantile business and was successful enough to buy a farm i e :
Springfield. He began to manufacture cabinet furniture at a poumtmes F. and Margaret Backenst
on the Sangamon River seven miles east of Springfield. Reed
employed a large number of men, and a village grew up there that was called Janmestisw

honor. While living there, Reed ran several businesses and took part in the Black Hawok War

47 Journal August 20, 1846.
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1832, serving with Abraham Lincoln. In 1835, he married Margret Backenstoe, a wittotwo
daughters, a baby and an elder daughter, Virginia Elizabeth Backenstoe, who went by the name
Virginia Reed. The Reeds had 4 more children in Springfield: Martha Jane (callgd JRattes

F., Jr.; Thomas Keyes; and Gershom Francis, who died as an infant.

In about 1845, James F. Reed decided to head west to California. He orgasmzat a
group that included George Donner and his brother Jacob, along with their fandliesed hands.
Each head of household had three wagons in addition to two supply wagons. Reed had a
particularly comfortable wagon made for his family to ride in, which has sincerigelegendary.

George Donner§ Advertisement: Who Wants to Go to California?
March 18, 1846.
Journal, Thursday, April 2, 18468

On April 2, 1846, George Donner placed a recruiting advertisement idatimmal
newspaper seeking young men for driving ox teams in the coming departure of the Donner group.

WESTWARD, HO!

WESTWARD, 0!
FOR OREGON AND CALIFORNIA! ¥

FOR OREGON AND CALIFORNIA!
Who wants to g» to California without cosling

Who wants to go to California without costing them anything?
many as eight young men, of good character, who can drive
team, will be accommodated by gentlemen who will leave
vicinity about the first of April. Come, boys! You can have
much land as you want without costing you any thing.
government of California gives large tracts of land to persons
have to move theré.The first suitable persons who apply, w
be engaged.

The emigrants who intend moving to Oregon or California t

them anything? As many as cight young men, of
good characler, who can drive an ox team, will bo ae-
commodated by gentlemen who will leave this vicinity
aboul the firet of April. Come, boys! You can have
as much land as  you want without costing you any
thing. Tho govemnment of California gives large
tracts of land to persons who have to move there.—

| The first suitnb'e parsons who apply,will be engaged.

The emigrants who intend moving to Oregon or Cal-
ifornia- this spring, from the adjoining countics, would
do well to bo in this place abowt tho first of
next month. Are theronol a number from Decatur,
Mncon counly, gaing? G.DONNER and others,

Springficld, Mareh 18, 1846.

spring, from the adjoining counties, would do well to be in-
place about the first of next month. Are there not a numter fr
Decatur, Macon county, going?

G. DONNER and others,
Springfield, March 18, 1846.

Patrick Breen Joins Donner Party

Patrick Breen was born in Ireland circa 1805. In 1828nhigrated to Canada and some
time thereafter moved to lowa territory, where he became tleg ofsafarm. In about 1831
he married Margaret. Breen was naturalized in 1844. Patrick agdrbtahad 7 seven
children 2 John, Edward, Patrick, Simon, Peter, James and Isabella. In theoBL8dG,
the BreenIDPLO\ MRLQHG D SDUW\ RI
journey across the Sierra Nevada Mountains was partially documantdioe
diary Breen kept while stranded in a mountain camp at Donner (then called Truakee) L
$IWHU WKHLU UHVFXH WKH
Breens then lived for a short time on the Consumnes River anithtBan Jose. In February
of 1848 they settled in San Juan Baufisiecoming its first non-Spanish-speaking residents
where Breen would live as a rancher for the remainder dfehisHatrick Breen died in
1868. Though of little formal education, Patrick Breen wadabdad and writé abilities
which were considered a mark of distinction for an Irishman of his time iauhisyc2 and
thus could document one of the more tragic events of the ninetepnttyoverland journeys.

48 Journd, Thursday, April 2, 1846, |8.
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The Donner Party: Leaves Springfield for California
April 16, 1846
Journal, Thursday, April 23, 1846.

On April 16, 1846, the Reeds and Donners left Springfield and started their overland
journey to California. The group consisted of 15 men, 8 women and 16 children, for a total of 39.

They had 9 wagorts.
e e e

Y 110! FOR OREGUN AND CALIFORNIA.

The company which left here last week for
California, embraced 15 men, 8 women and 16
children, They had nine waggous. Thoy were
in good epirite, and wo trust will safely reach
their antiolpated home, _ |

—_— -

Wagon Trains Over the Great Plains to the Sierra Nevada Mountains

On May 19, 1846, the Donner Party joined a large wagon train led by William H. Russell.
Between May and July 1846, more than five hundred wagon trains were strung out along the Great
Plains, headed west. Hastings had posted a widely read advertisement of a newsaltiteake,
then through the desert, for those interested in getting to Calif@méaeasy way. All went
relatively well as far as Wyoming, when the group took an unplanned route, antbriari@asing

difficulties.
TRAIL OF THE DONNER PARTY
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The Donner Party: Newspaper Reports (1846-1847)

The following contemporary articles retell the story of the Donner Party. Tamsen Donner
and James F. Reed wrote several as did William B. Ide and William L. Todd.

49 Journal Thursday, April 23, 1846, p. 2llinois Times Springfield, January 25, 1996, pp. 10-11. Doogd?ski,
Journal,April 14, 1996, p. 5. John Powetistory of the Early Settlers of Sangamon Couniingis, Springfield,
E. A. Wilson and Company, 1876, pp. 600-601. (Heeeakferred to a®ower) lllustration courtesy of the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfieltinois.
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20. Tamsen Donné? Letter to Springfield Friend
From Junction of North and South Platte
June 16, 1848

Tamsen Donner was born in 1801 in Massachusetts. As a Vi
woman, she traveled to teaching posts in Maine and North Carolina. hte /
death of her first husband and son, Tamsen married George Donner, ar /’*
widower. In the spring of 1846, when Tamsen was 44, she set off [
George, their five daughters ages 13 to 3, and some 80 other men, wom
children on the California-Oregon Trail, bound for San Francisco Bay. |
everyone knows, the Donner Party was trapped in the Sierra Nevada by
early snows and resorted to cannibalism to survive. When rescuers ar_
Tamsen sent off her daughters, while she made the fatal decision to s A
behind with her dying husband. Tam&ehody-- and the journal she kept Tamsen Donner
throughout the trip- were never found.

My OId Friend,

We are now on the Platte, two hundred miles from Fort Laramie joQurey so far has been
pleasant, the roads have been good, ad food plentiful. The water for paviay ttees been
indifferent, but at no time have our cattle suffered for itod¥®@now very scarce, bhtffalo
chipspare excellent, they kindle quickly and retain heat surprisingly. ad/éhls morning
buffalo steaks broiled upon them that had the same flavor they woulchtiaygon hickory
coals.

We feel no fear of Indians, our cattle grazety around our encampment unmolested.

Two or there men will go hunting twenty miles from camp; anaiidges two of our men lay
out in the wilderness rather than ride their horses after a hard chase.

Indeed, if | do not experience something far worse than | hagengstl shall say the trouble
is all in getting started. Our wagons have not needed much repacaandtlyet tell in what
respects they could be improved. Certain it is, they cannai b#dng. Our preparations
for the journey might have been in some respects bettered.

Bread has been the principal article of food in our camp. Walai0 pounds of flour and
75 pounds of meat for each individual and | fear bread will be sddeat.is abundant. Rice
and beans are good articles on the road, cornmeal, too, iabtzeptinsey dresses are the
most suitable for children. Indeed, if | had one, it would be addeptThere is so cool a
breeze at all times on the plains that the sun does not feel so hot as one would suppose

We are now four hundred and fifty miles from Independence. rQute at first was rough,
and through a timbered country, which appeared to be fertile. Atargsthe prairie, we

found a first-rate road, and the only difficulty we have had, hais lseessing the creeks. In
that, however, there has been no danger.

| never could have believed we could have travelled so fapwittte difficulty. The prairie
between the Blue and the Platte rivers is beautiful beyond descriptizer. hile | seen so
varied a country, so suitable for cultivation. Everything was new and pleabidggrihe

50 https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.phpAgir127902353
51 Journal July 23, 1846 The Best Land Under HeaveMichael Wallis, Liveright Publishing Corporationei York,
2017, pp. 112-114.
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frequently come to see us, and the chiefs of a tribe brealkdastadtent this morning. All
are so friendly that | cannot help feeling sympathy and friendship for therm dhé sheet
what can | say?

Since we have been on the Platte, we have had the river on one gl eret varying
mounds on the other, and have travelled through the bottom lands fedmtaro miles wide,
with little or no timber. The soil is sandy, and last year on acdotn& dry season, the
emigrants found grass here scarce. Our cattle are in gesdamd when proper care has
been taken, none have been lost. Our milch cows have been skgrieat indeed. They
have been more advantage than our meat. We have plenty of buttekkand mil

We are commanded by Captain Russell, an amiable man. George Ddnmsei§yet. He
crows in the morning and shouts oi@hain up, boys! Chain upWith much authority as
though he wasomething in particular. John Denton is still with us. We find him useful
the camp. Hiram Miller and Noah James are in good healtld@ng well. We have the
best people in our company, and some, too, that are not so good.

Buffaloes show themselves frequently.

We have found the wild tulip, the primrose, the lupine, the eardroprkispua, and creeping
hollyhock, and a beautiful flower resembling the blossom of a Ipeechdit in bunches as
large as a small sugar loaf, and of every variety of shade, to red and green.

| botanize and read some, but cobkapgmore. There are four hundred and twenty wagon
as far as we have heard, on the road between here and Oregon and California.

Give our love to all inquiring friends. God bless them.
Yours truly,
Mrs. George [TamsgbBonner

21. James F. Reed Letter From South Fork of the Nebraska to James W. Keyes
June 16, 1846
Journal, July 30,1846

SPORTS OF THE WEST.

The following letter from a late citizen of this city, now owdygo Oregon, with his family,
has been politely communicated to us for publication. It is #lated

South Fork of the Nebraska,
Ten Miles from the Crossings.

Tuesday, June 16, 1846.

To-day, at nooning, there passed, going to the States, seven men fjom @he went out

last year. One of them was well acquainted with Messrs. Ide, amdKesfes, 3the latter

of whom he says went to California. They met the advancen@Qmagwan about 150 miles

west of Fort Laramie, and counted in all for California and Oregoppfing ours), four
hundred and seventy-eight wagons. There is in ours forty wagons, which make 518 in all; and
there is said to be twenty yet behind.

To-morrow we cross the river, and by our reckoning will be 200froiled-ort Laramie,
where we intend to stop and repair our wagon wheels; they arelhieadg sand | am afraid
we will have to stop sooner if there can be found wood suitdtdattthe tire. There is no

52 Journal July 30, 1846, p. 3.
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wood here, and our women and children are now out gath@&uffalo chipguto burn in
order to do the cooking. Thesehipspburn well.

So far as | am concerned, my family affairs go on smoothly, anel héithing to do but hunt,
which | have done with great success. My first appearance on the thddsaidfraska as a
hunter, was on the 12th inst., when | returned to camp with a sptendyear old elk, the
first and only one killed by the caravan as yet. | picked the eld, killt of eight of the
largest | ever beheld, and | do really believe there was one imgh&sdarge as the horse |
rode.

We have had two Buffalo killed. The men that killed them ansidered the best buffalo
hunters on the roatperfect ‘starsy Knowing that Glaucus could beat any horse on the
Nebraska, | came to the conclusion that as far as buffalo kilirpmeerned, | could beat
them. Accordingly yesterday | thought to try my luck. The old dbffiaters and as many
others as they would permit to be in their company, having |efirtige for a hunt, Hiram
Miller, myself and two others, after due preparation, took up theflmarch. Before we left,
every thing in camp was talking that Mr so and so, had gone huntingysnddieve some
choice buffalo meat. No one thought or spoke of the twkeShanters, and none but the
two asked to go with us.

Going one or two miles west of the old hunters on the bluffsiften riding about four miles,

we saw a large herd of buffalo bulls. | went for choice young meat, whitlaideketo get,
being fleeter and better win®lOn we went towards them as coolly and calmly as the nature
of the case would permit. And now, as perfectly green ad hagigo compete with old
experienced hunters, and remove the stars from their brows, which waatesy gnebition,

and in order too, that they might see that a Sucker had the best horsmmghay, and the

best and most daring horseman in the caravan. Closing upon a gang of tee bultaghe

word was given, and | was soon in their midst, but among them there was none young enough
for my taste to shoot, and upon seeing a drove on my right | dasieed) them, with
Craddocks pistol in hand(a fine instrument for Buffalo hunters on the plarslected my
victim and brought him tumbling to the ground, leaving my companions far bithiaghcing

a little further, the plains appeared to be one living, moving mbashspicows and calves.
The latter took my eye, and | again put spur to Glaucus and soon found myselfreemong
and for the time being defied by the bulls, who protected the cows and calves. Now | thought
the time had arrived to make one desperate effort, which | did by reinihgshand dashing

into them at right angles. With me it was an exciting time, being ind#teofra herd of
upwards of a hundred head of buffalo alone, entirely out of sight of my companitass.| At
succeeded in separating a calf from the drove, but soon thergpacmarhim three huge
bulls, and in a few minutes | separated two of them. Now havinghatwibuld weigh about
1200 Ibs., and a fine large calf at full speed, | endeavgrad the calf from the bull without
giving him Paddy hint, but could not accomplish it. When | would rein to the vigiere

the calf was, the bull would immediately put himself between us. Finding | caeloanate

on decent terms, | gave him one of Craddnakhich sent him reeling. And now for the calf
without pistol being loaded. Time now was impof@md | had to run up and down hill at

full speed loading one of my pistols. At last | loaded, and soon feeestaied 3 Now | had

two dead and a third mortally wounded and dying.

After | had disposed of my calf, | rode to a small mound a shomabstéf to see if Hiram
and the others were in sight. | sat down, and while sitting | counted &8y vitifiin sight.
After a while Miller and one of the others came up. We t¢sagne water from a pond
near by, which was thick with mud from the buffaloes tramping in it. Restilegtlze boys
then wanted to kill a buffalo themselves. | pointed out to éhfaw old bulls about a mile
distant. It was understood that | was not to join in the chase, ard@dtapanying the boys
to the heights where | could witness the sport, they put out at full speedsodinaingled
out a large bull, and | do not recollect of ever having lamgbetlthan | did at the hunt the
boys made. Their horses would chase well at a proper distancthérdmll. As they
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approached he would come to a stand and turn for battle. The horddgten come to a
halt, at a distance between the boys and the buffalo of abouds10 ey would thus fire
away at him, but to no effect. Seeing that they were getting tired of thedspgatbull again
going away, | rode up and got permission to stop him if | couldt sppts to Glaucus and
after him | went at full speed. As | approached the bull turned arouhd tharge. Falling
back and dashing towards him with a continued yell at the tgplohgs | got near enough
to let drive one of my pistols. The ball took effect, havitagezl behind the shoulders and
lodged in his lungs. | turned in my saddle as soon as | coulditdied@ad pursued me, as
is often the case after being wounded. He was standing nearlyacehghdre he received
the shot, bleeding at the nostrils, and in a few seconds dropped @digtitetl and looped
my bridle over one of his horns. This Glaucus objected to a little, but a fewgedglgvith

a pat of my hand she stood quiet and smelled him until the bogsiparitheir horses could
not be got near him. Having rested, we commenced returnirgyfitatte where | killed the
last calf. A short distance off we saw another drove of cAbais. the chase was renewed,
and soon | laid out another fine calf up on the plains. Securingchsafithe meat of the
calves as we could carry, we took up the line of march for theleawing the balance for the
wolves, which are very numerous. An houmworstride found us safely among our friends,
the acknowledged hero of the day, and the most successful buffaloonuttier route.
Glaucus was closely examined by many to-day, and pronounced thadimesha caravan.
Mrs. R. will accompany me in my next buffalo hunt, which is to come off in a few days.

The face of the country here is very hilly, although it has the haplains.u The weather
rather warnithermometer ranging in the middle of the day at about 90, and at night.

The Oregon people tell me that they have made their claiims bé¢ad of Puget Sound, and
say that the late exploration has made the northeast, or British sigeQufltimbia, far
superior to the Willamette Valley, in quality and extent of tefrito

Our teams are getting on fine so far. Most of the emigrar#d hhve reduced their teams.
The grass is much better this year throughout the whole route than the last.

Respectfully your brother,

James F. Reed
Jas W. Keyes, Esq.

22. Robert Caden Keyes Letter From Oregon City
June 17, 1846
Journal, Thursday, July 29, 184%.

To the Oregon Emigrant$ 21 arrived at this place today, and & request to some friends,

I make this statement to you concerning California, and the opetdtioes there. Captain
Hastings left the"4of May to meet the company from the United States, for the smigdo
persuading them from their path, and enticing them to California. Nowgdhisay to you
that they hear Hastings tell of the wonders of California, thererisity staimber and water;
and those hills are set with oats and the vallies with clover, it is all shosttfeedya burns

the clover down by the "16f July and the stock have to live on the seed in the wintere | hav
seen enough of Oregon to satisfy me that it is the best grazing cothrynm, and for
agriculture they warcompare.

Oregon City, June 17, 1846 Robert C. Keyes

53 Journal Thursday, July 29, 1847, 8.
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William B. Ide Describes Rumblings of California Revolt
Spring 1846

During the spring of [1846] men came to our door, telling how the Megos@rnment was
going to force new emigrants out of California. The day | heard tlois Ugony musket and
joined a force of men who were going to intervene in this situation.

We visited the camp of John Fremont, a United States Captain in theiageautvey work
with a group of about 50 men. Captain Fremont presented thefplideutral Conquesfu
Captain Fremont did not want to be directly involved in any cortfoonteith the Mexican
government, but he was willing to protect those who might be invobrezhia plan. He
suggested that if some of the leading Californios were takenrptimm&eneral Don Castro,
the Mexican governor, and his men might be drawn into battle tryiegctee them.This
would result in general hostilities between the United States and MexicketeWi@ned to
go to Sonoma, and there capture the Mexican government dfficials.

Bear Flag Revolt in Sonoma, California
June 14, 1846

In 1846, on a report that the Mexican government was threatening to n=~! e
all settlers who were not Mexican citizens, about thirty settlers conducted
was to become known as the Bear Flag Revolt. On June 14, William B. ’, ,
William L. Todd and the others seized the pueblo of Sonoma and capture =
Mexican Commandante of Northern California, Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo,
in fact supported American annexation. The Bear Flag Revolt changed the n
the United States more radically than any event after the Louisiana Purchas

At dawn on June 14, 1846, thirty-three heavily-armed Americans gatheré\éaga”?lgouffgé%?‘e Vallejo

the fortified adobe home of General Mariano Vallejo, on ththreide of  governor of Alta California
Sonomas Plaza. These mensome from the Grigsby-lde party of settlers(before California was a U.S
some mountain men and explorers, but all displeased with Mexican rule =~ ’
pounded on the adobe door and loudly demanded the General @onaad surrender the

little fortress to them. Vallejo quickly donned his dress umififien opened the door and
invited three representatives of the group in for breakfast mad Whe Generad military

bearing and immaculate uniform must have contrasted starkly witttimgof hisvisitorsu

Some of the Americans wore buckskins, others wore their work clothes, ssithvatfgeonly

what rags they had picked up or made during their travels. Robert Semplapex of the

group, later noted in his memoirs that the pamgs as rough a looking set of men as one
could imaginep

«D SURWHVW QRW TXLWH D UHYROX®BeRifto thé Kdlle¢ieH QW YV RI -XQH
memory of the town, when a tipsy group of 33 American settlersoamtiin men arrested
the Mexican general, declared an independent nation and raiseshabflazpned with a bear
and a star.
23. William B. Ide Letter Describing Bear Flag Revolt

Our group of 33 men arrived in Sonoma early morning of Jan&846. We went to the
home of General Vallejo and demanded his surrender. Threewaphinto his home to
work out the arrangements. General Vallejo took his time, dresdiigyfinest military
uniform. You can imagine the contrast between his dress, aotidhagroup. Our clothing
was well worn, and some of our group were mountain men whdwckskins. General

54 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_B._Ide_Adobetafe Historic_Park
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Vallejo also wanted change in the government of Californisa@hae did not need to take
him prisoner. However it was felt best that he be returoed, with other leaders, to Captain
Fremont.

At this time, our lack of official standing became an issue. Noadneritten orders from
Captain Fremont (he did not want to leave any trace which wadltblhim) and it was felt
best that we disband and seek the protection of Captain Fremont. | had a sendewoas wor
more than Neutral Conquegtbut one of independence, and so addressed the i@addle

QR KRUVH IIRilUlay rwbones here, before | will take upon myself the iggarh
commencing an honorable work, and then flee like cowards, likesthihen no enemy is in
sight. In vain will you say you had honorable motives! Whueligive it? Flee this day, and

the longest life cannot wear off your disgrace! Choose ye! Choose ye this day winelt will ye
We are robbers, or, or we must be conquernors!

After this speech the men rallied around me, making me their Comman@hief. |
[William B. Ide] immediately ordered that we should take the Bexréie a moment all was
secured. 18 prisoners, nine brass cannon, 250 stands of arms arfcceppeoshot, and
other public property of the value of 10 or 12 thousand dollarseized and held in trust for
the public benefit.

Because General Vallejo realized that Mexican rule was ingdEgoeanage an area as large
and rich as California, he had been hoping the United States wouldreregion. He told
the Americans that morning to consider him one of them. The groupvargs they
respectfully informed him he was under arrest and sent I8uitiers Fort for safeguarding.
Vallejo would eventually return to Sonoma after the U.Sctwdkol of California. He would
go on to serve as a delegate to the California Constitutmmadr@ion, and later as a State
Senator.

Having won such a surprising and effortless victory, the Americansyémby-four strong),
were at a temporary loss. Some suggested looting the adobe, whichamaarsénal, but
William Ide made an impassioned plea for restraihoose ye this day what you will be! We
are robbers, or we must be conquerors!

William B. 1d&

Meanwhile somebody found a supply of brandy, welcomed by the weampatie it
outsiders. The wait continued, and finally Ide was sent inetstigate. The situation inside

the house was later described in this classic statemengayihdeexample of his ability as a
writer: 'The Generak [ Vallejos] generous spirits gave proof of his usual hospitality, as the
richest wines and brandies sparkled in the glasses, and those who had thusniogskemo
met soon became merry companions; more especially the \gtang There sat Dr. S
[Semple], just modifying a long string of articles of capitulation. Thédersitt 3his head
fallen; there sat Knight, no longer able to interpret; and thetbesaew-made Captain
[Grigsby], as mute as the seat he sat upon. The bottles had well nigh vanquiapéat $k&

William B. Ide Writes Declaration of Independence For California Republic
June 15, 1846

On June 15, 1846, William B. Ide released the Declaration of Independence for the
Republic of California that he had written the night before.

55 https://archive.org/stream/biographicalsketOOiddghiographicalsketOOidesrich_djvu.txt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_B._lde_Adobetéte_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Republic
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But what is independence, without a declaration. | took it ugealhto write our declaration.
| had some experience from my days in lllinois. So betweerand three a.m. on the
morning of June 15 | wrote:

TO ALL PERSONS, INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA AND
COUNTRY AROUND; REQUESTING THEM TO REMAIN AT PEACE; TO PURSUE
THEIR RIGHTFUL OCCUPATIONS WITHOUT FEAR OF MOLESTATION. u |
wrote that we meant no harm to those who did not take arms agaihghen put forward
our case: First to protect our women and children. We had betditovcome to California
with the hopes of a republican government, but upon arriving foundtaayndkespotism,
which threatened us with removal by force, and demanded we leave oy paopethus be
despoiled of our means of defense or flight. Next to overtargevernment which had
robbed the missions, appropriated their properties, and which had shaomdidlssed and
ruined the laboring inhabitants of California with tadffal finally to establish and perpetuate
a liberal, just and honorable Government, religious and persangy;livhich shall insure the
security of life and property; which shall detect and punish crime and inisiite shall
encourage industry, virtue and literature; and which shall fostert@gricn&nufacture and
mechanism, by guaranteeing freedom of commerce. | prodltiateve relied on the justice
of our cause, the favor of heaven, the good sense of the pe@akfornia, and our own
bravery and love of Liberty for our hope of succefisither premised that a government to
be prosperous « PXVW RULJLQDWH DPRQJ LWV SHRSQON DWG RWNFHUV \
glory its common rewarg.

This proclamation we caused to be translated and sent among the peeplere quickly
reinforced by 30-40 locals. Over time our numbers continued to sivelage who wanted
freedom. | understand when the men of General Castro, our enemyhiseptbclamation,
they continued along the Humboldt River and across the 40-nei¢, dieslly reaching the
Truckee River, which young Sarah Ide reports they crossed 32 times!

William B. Idé”

24. William B. Ide Letter From Sonoma, California to Commodore Stockton
June 15, 1848

Smoma, June 15th, 1846.
Our present Head Quarters

Dear Sir

| beg leave to inform you by express, of a change in the Paffagad of Sanoma, and the
Sacramento Valley; which has taken place within the last wettkth&\iircumstances which
led to this change, you are doubtless acquainted: viz. the hostility of thed$Spante
American emigrants. About 40 days since a proclamation was bygstiesl Spaniards
ordering all Foreigners to leave the country, and forbidding them to takeleiymbperty
with them, at the same time threatening them with extermination shouldebene to
remain in the Country. The immigration to the States was gone; thangyoior Oregon had
leftus. There was now no alternative but to die silently nghgdisy the hands of our enemies

57 https://archive.org/stream/biographicalsketOOiddehiographicalsketOOidesrich_djvu.txthttps://ekip@dia.org/wi
ki/California_Republic
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B. Montgomery of the U.S.S. Portsmouth by William @pds quoted in the California Historical Society
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or fly to meet the foe. Information had reached the upper end of Satm¥alley (where

| resided) that 200 Spaniards were on their way up the Valley forfibegpaf destroying our
wheat, burning our houses and driving off our cattle. Aroused by appearances so shocking, a
very few of us resolved to meet our enemy (being encouraged by th@iesance of Capt.
Freemonts command in the Valley) and dispose of our difficulties in the bssible
manner. The 200 Spaniards proved to be a band of horses (A@Bpguarded by a Spanish
officer and 15 Men, being driven up the Valley as far as Capt. Sutters, ¢hesxthe River
for the lower settlements for the declared and expressed purpegeahbunted by Soldiers
and sent back to enforce said Proclamation. In self deferseefévomen (viz 12) seized the
moment and pursued those horses, captured their guard and drove $ks twrthe
neighborhood of Capt. FremositCamp. Still writhing under the dreadful necessity above
alluded to we pursued our way both Night and Day adding to our number a few true hearts to
the number of 34 men, until the dawn of the morning of the 14th inst when wel chenge
the Fortress of General Guadalupe Vallejo, and captured 18gesgamong whom were 3
of the highest Officers in the Californian Go&nd all the Military Officers who reside in
Sonoma (8 Field Pieces, 200 stand of arms, a great quantity af Gaamister, and Grape
Shot, and a little less than 100 Ibs. of powder (quite tooolittlestain us against an attack by
the use of cannon). By the Articles of Capitulation it was contemplatesre to be
provisioned by the generosity of our Captured Genl, while we earpéissession or while
opposition renders possession necessary. By another arrangememntdofand fieldpieces,
we have strengthened our position and continue to hold it, undethioeity of twenty four
well armed men and (as we have good right to believe) the ridePabible. The Alcalde
we discharged under a new appointment, the Soldiers were set at liberty, and ffieesaid O
were escorted by ten armed men to an asylum under the generous profeQapt. o
Freemont. This day we proclaim California a Republic, anpledgeof honor that private
property shall be protected. With this, as we hear from vasants of the country, the
Spaniards are not only satisfied but pleased. We are situated torgenatds North of the
North end of the Bay, and are liable to be attacked by an ermmyéyond the bay but
would repel any that should be made by the use of small arms.aw/adt Powder to work
our Cannon, and therefore with our small force could not long respéhnation of cannon
against us.

Destined as we are to certain destruction should we prove unsuccessfultivechuege to
be your Fellow Country Men, and whether we conquer or perish wealkedeto approve
ourselves not unworthy the kindly regards of those Bihitd to the honor and glory of the
American Flagu

It is our object and earnest desire to embrace the firsttapfip to unite our adopted and
rescued country, to the country of our early home.

With every consideration of respect and by will of the People. | haventiretdibbe & ¢

Wm. B. Ide.
Commander in Chief

At the Fortress of Sonoma
To/Commodore Stockton
of the U. S. Navy.

William L. Todd Creates the Bear Flag
June 15, 1846

After taking over Sonoma, the revolutionaries decided there should be a ftag fuaw

independent Republic of California. William L. Todd, one of the Beaasthe artist who designed
and painted the Bear Flag.
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The original Bear Flag was designed and made by William L. Toddyagthe cousin of
Mary Todd Lincoln. Todd painted the flag on domestic cotton clothhipwegyard and a
half in length. It featured a red star based on the California LanEl&jahat was flown
during California 1836... The flag also featured an image of a grizzlyth&ar{standing).
The modern flag shows the bgarssarwalking). The original Bear Flag was destroyed in
the fires following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake

‘EL OSO pOVER SONOMA

Captain Merrits party would have preferred the American flag as the ensign aiethieir
republic, but had been advised by Fremont of the indiscretion of such teiomeing

without governmental authority. Hence the Bear Flag. This hastemgign was a square of

white sheeting furnished by Mrs. John Sears and a strip of red flannel sewed to its lower edge,
and William Lincoln (sic) Todd did the rest. He found a canedf paint, a package of
lampblack and was ready. Near the center of the cloth he labodievsiye outlines of what

he believed to be a bear, and filled it in with paint and lampbldekbear? EI Oso 3 was

leisurely walking across the flag and had a very mild expressidaam &s if it were looking

for a berry patch. In an upper corner of the cloth Todd paiatéone Lfive-point star, and

below the bear he placed the wofialifornia Republic?®

Some reports had it that Mrs. Sears donated her white petticthet flag and the red flannel
came from the back of a marshirt. The California Republic lasted only a month and the
original flag was destroyed in the 1906 San Francisco eagthgddice. San Jose Mercury
News?

The California Bear Flag There are several
claimants in California for the honor of havir

painted the original Bear FlagiA correspondent
. ‘ who was on this coast several years before F
PLegEsy Storms painted his flag, writes us that Willie

e S Todd, of Sonoma, is the person who first got up t
SATT SRFEA BTN R T Bear Flag. He saydt was painted on a piece o
‘”A!‘vl‘ FORNIA QEFUSLIL. coarse muslin, and the Bear and Star were dr¢
ety - P with a piece of red chalk, while the Stripe on t
‘ % bottom was made fronlirty Matthewswifes red
flannel petticoat, and sewed halfway aqud3ster
Storms flag was painted in Napa City in 1848, ar
furnished materials. The color of the cloth wi
green. A party were going to Sonoma to attend
election, and the flag we got up to parade on
occasionpt- Napa Reporter.

San Francisco Bulletiaugust 1, 1861.

25. William L. Todd Writes About Creating the California Bear Flag

William L. Todd wrote a letter to the editor of thes Angeles Expressinder date of
January 11, 1878, giving the following version of the creation of the Bagr

Your letter of the 9th inst. Came duly to hand, and in answer | hasg to regard to the
making of the original Bear flag of California at Sonoma, b 1184t when the Americans,
who had taken up arms against the Spanish regime, had detesmitiddnd of flag should

59 www.archive.org/stream/historyofyolocou00greg/higtdyolocou00greg_djvu.txt
8 Days Gone Byappears on Sundays. Contact Nilda Rego at nild@egmcast.net. California Republic artist
UHFRXQWYV %HDU )ODJTV RULJLQ 1LOGD 5HJR

43


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Todd_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_California#California_Lone_Star_Flag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1906_San_Francisco_earthquake
http://www.archive.org/stream/historyofyolocou00greg/historyofyolocou00greg_djvu.txt
mailto:nildarego@comcast.net

Letters From California and Oregon 1846

be adopted, the following persons performed the work: GranvilafB.Fter Storm, Henry

L. Ford and myself; we procured, in the house where we made duqumders, a piece of

new unbleached cotton domestic, not quite a yard wide, with strips of red Haohé&buar

inches wide, furnished by Mrs. John Sears, on the lower side of the €antresupper left-

hand corner was a star, and in the center was the image madesentepgrizzly bear passant

so common in this country at the time. The bear and star wiatecpwith paint made of
linseed oil and Venetian red or Spanish brown. Underneath thewsse the words
California Republic. The other persons engaged with me got the materials together, while |
acted as artist. The forms of the bear and star and the letters wanedimitlwith pen and

ink by myself, and the two forms were filled in with the red paint, but the letters with ink.

The flag | painted, | saw in the rooms of the California Pione8@amnifrrancisco in 1870 and
the Secretary will show it to any person who will call on him at any time.

If it is the one that | painted it will be known by a mistake in tinting owbtids alifornia

Republic.- The letters were first lined out with a pen, and | left out the K& lined out

the letter € -in its place. But afterwards | lined out the leftesver the € -so that the last
syllable ofRepublic-looks as if the two last letters were blended.

Yours respectfully, Wm. L. Todd.

California Bear Flag Raised inSanoma Town Plaza
Creation of California Republic
June 17, 1846

By noon of June 17, 1846, the rebels had raised the new California Bear Flagmingcla
the Mexican province to be the California Republiilliam B. Ide was chosen to serve as
commander.

We raised a flag in the town plaza proclaiming our independdie flag was made by
William Todd, who accompanied us from lllinois. He is the nephdiveoivife of the lawyer
Abe Lincoln. The flag had a lone star, similar to Texas widalits freedom from Mexico,
and became a part of the United States. The grizzly bear wasahas emblem of strength
and unyielding resistance. So we were known &sstbgor Bear FlaggergWhen General
Vallejo saw our flag, he said it looked more like a pigaHzear. Upon the flag we wrote
California Republic, declaring our independence from Mexicafrule.

Our group numbered only numbered only 24 men as a group of men took the [rizoder
themselves to the protection of Captain Fremont at Fort Sutter. Avel mepared for our
own "Alamo.pWe quickly set the barracks to order. | divided the men inte@dwipanies.
The 1st rifle company went to cleaning the arms and repairing and kbading The 1st
artillery company set the canon to defend the fort, loading them doulgyaphand canister.
We also set to obtain supplies for the manning of théfort.

William B. Ide

William B. Ide Describes California Republic Turn Over to the United States
July 9, 1846

The California Republic lasted until July 9, 1846, just 25 days, when the Ureties 8ag
was raised at Sonoma.

61 As transcribed at: www.sfgenealogy.com/caldatangiokkers/capio.htm. Postbg William Trinkle.
62 https://archive.org/stream/biographicalsketOOiadhiographicalsketOOidesrich_djvu.txt
63 http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6535/
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Our government effectively was the presiding body over Northe
California for almost a month. Our greatest criticism came f.;

Captain Fremont who said | was trying to take California fof
Mormons. Nothing could be further from the truth.

private. | marched with Fremostforces to Monterey, where E5.8%
was discharged, broke and looking more like a beggar s
President of a Republic. | was able to get passage on a bo&:
return to my family. There | farmed, but later became iaddtv

the government of Colusa County, serving as judge.
William 1de®4
William B. Ide Returns to Home Near Red Bluff, California

After the MexicantAmerican War, William B. Ide returned to his home near Red BIuff,
California, where he resumed his partnership with Josiah Belden at his Rancdrc8&olorado.
He bought out Belden in 1849, and was successful in mining. Ide went on to a distingaisieed
as a public servant in Colusa County (the precursor to portions of§ddalusa, Glenn and Shasta
Counties). There he served as Probate and County Judge, Presiding Judge of the Ceiohsf Ses
County Recorder, County Auditor, County Clerk, County Treasurer, Deputy County Surveyor and
Deputy Sheriff.

Ide died of smallpox in December 1852, at the age of 56. He is buried in @smatkry
on the east side of Highway 45, 5 miles south of Hamilton City, Cai#at the former site of
Monroevile where a monument is visible from the road.

26. James F. Reed Letter From Fort Bridger, now Wyoming
July 31, 1846
Journal, November 5, 184%

From a California Emigrant

We have laying before us a letter from James F. Reed, $eraffield, Ill., dated aFort
Bridger, one hundred miles from the Eutaw or Great Salt Lake, July 314 1846

We have arrived here safe [says Mr. Reed] with the loss ydkevof my best oxen. They
were poisoned by drinking water in a little creek called Dry itndyed between the Green
Spring in the Pass of the Mountain, and Little Sandy. The water nasgsta puddles 3
Jacob Donner also lost two yoke, and George Donner a yoke alfidedl bupposed from the
same cause. | have replenished my stock by purchasing from Mespues\& Bridger, two
veay excellent and accommodating gentlemen, who are the prapdgétbis trading pasé
The new road, or HastingSut-off, [this is manifestly Capt. Freensonéwly discovered route
to California,] leaves the Fort Hall road here, and is sai acshving of 350 or 400 miles in
going to California and a better route. There is, however, or thoughtone stretch of 40
miles without water; but Hastings and his party are out ahead examimiatgfpor for a
route to avoid this stretch. | think that they cannot avoid it,diarsises an arm of the Eutaw

64 https://archive.org/stream/biographicalsketOOiadhiographicalsketOOidesrich_djvu.txt
65 Journal Thursday, November 5, 1846, p. 1.
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Lake, now dry. Mr. Bridger, and other gentlemen here, whottepmed that country, say
that the Lake has receded from the of country in questione iSh@enty of grass which
we can cut and put into the wagons, for our cattle while crossing it.

Bridger & Vasquez's Trading Post

Fort Bridger, Wyoming

We are now only 100 miles from the Great Salt Lake by the new-howaté 250 miles from
California; while by way of Fort Hall it is 650 or 700 ritesking a great saving in favor of
jaded oxen and dust. On the new route we will not have dtlstrasre just 60 waggons
ahead of us. The rest of the Californians went the long3feetig afraid of HastirgCut-
off. Mr. Bridger informs me that the route we design to takenis la¥el road, with a plenty
of water and grass, with the exception before stated. It is estimated thesAQDI taike us
to Capt. Sutes Fort, which we hope to make in seven weeks from this day.

The Donner-Reed Party Takes The Hastings Cutoff
August 1846

While camped in Wyoming, the Reeds, Donners, and several other faendligsdito take a
new route, Hastings Cutoff, and elected George Donner captain, creating tee Paytn

The Donner Party separated from the other emigrants. While crossidggért west of the
Great Salt Lake, Reed was forced to abandon two of his wagonsiafferdarly all his oxen.

Map Showing the Hastings Cutoff

Hastings Cutoff, A Shorter Route
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The Donner-Reed Party Returns to California Trail
September 26, 1846

The exhausted Donner Party re-joined the California Trail on Septemb&84% near

Elko, Nevada, having taken three weeks longer on the Hastings Cutoff than thenmbdbute
the California Trail.
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27. James Frazier Reed Descriptions
October 6, 1846
October 6, 1846

On October 6, while traveling along the Humboldt River, Reed bemrabreiled in a quarrel
between two teamsters and in the ensuing fight stabbed John Snyder tQdeatmigrant
proposed hanging Reed, but after Reetife pleaded for leniency, the other emigrants
decided to banish him. Reed initially refused to accept their decision hutafineé¢d to go
ahead to Sutter Fort in the Sacramento Valley, for supplies. After a diffiatriejp during
which he nearly starved, Reed reached the fort on October 28. twidtelaysrest, he
attempted to take provisions back to the wagon train, but deep snow blocked the way.

The early onset of winter not only blocked Reedute, it had also trapped the Donner Party
in the Sierra Nevada. The Donner Party members contrivéiérsimping to resume their
journey, but were forced to spend the winter in the mountainsy Wére already low on
supplies and had to slaughter their oxen for food. As the winterrwamnary of the emigrants
starved to death, and some resorted to cannibalism.

The ill-fated Donner party was the last wagon train to attempb#ising in late October,
1846. In her book,Life among the PaiutesSarah Winnemucca (Chief Truckee
granddaughter) noted that members of this group were the least drgaizeot very
resourceful.

‘We could have saved thepshe recalled,only my people were afraid of them. We never
knew who they were or where they came from.

Slow progress ultimately led to their becoming snowbound in the Sierra Nevada, without
adequate food supplies to last through the winter. There, half of the emujexhtsf cold and
starvation. Some of those who survived resorted to cannibalism in order toiatay Réeds
family was one of only two in the party to survive intact, and it claimed to be théamnily that
did not resort to eating human flesh. Reed played a key role in raising searchgatidtaining
food supplies for those stranded, including his wife and children. Reed went dtied@is8an
Jose Mission, California, where he made a fortune buying and selling reafestate.

Outfitting Emigrants to Oregon or California at Independence, Missouri

December 18, 1846
W. S. Stone late of Sangamon County, lllinois

dPDER ETd@a-dD O e
o VVC So STONEI
JHERCH.HNT—INDEPEJVDENCE. JMO
N (Late of >angamon Coiinty, Illinois )
Ia _prep:i;eéd kto oul{i‘_lrE migtan{s 1o Oregion or Califor-
nia, ceps. Wuguons, Provisiotis, Groceries,
Dry Gon.ds, Boats & Shgcs. &'.'c. &‘::.'wf::: a’ale I;?\‘r‘? o
He will uttend to any communicatioris respecting the
Emigration, addresred 10 him fiost puid,
_December 18, l_8_-§_8._~ £01

Journa/ Thursday, January 21, 1847

5 |llinois Times Springfield, January 25, 1996, pp. 10-11. Doolgdpski,Journal April 14, 1996, p. 5.Power, pp.
600-601.
67 Journal Thursday, January 21, 1847, p. 3.
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Harriet Campbell in Oregon Territory

In 1845, Harriet Campbell, Hamilton Campllivife and Benjamin R. Biddi sister
was living in Oregon Territory where she and her husband served as missionaries at the Jason Lee
Indian Mission.

The Lee Mission met with reverses, and was abandoned soon after the death of Jason Lee,
in 1845. When the Catholic Missionaries founded a Mission on the north side of thebol
River, they took many converts from the Lee Mission and created much discontent among those
who remained. The Catholic Missionaries were mostly French, and understood the Indégins bett
than Jason Lee and his missionaries.

In 1845 Hamilton Campbell bought most of the Lee Mission livestock and moved them to
his place in the Chehalem Valley where he expected to go into the stock raising businges. Har
then wrote long letters to her family in lllinois, telling of the worsdeir the Willamette Valley in
Oregon. She encouraged the Benjamin R. Biddles to think about moving to where there were
opportunities open to settlers in that Territory.
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1847

I find only one Sangamon County resident leaving for the west coast during Tikdse
who left earlier wrote four letters and personal descriptions during the yesay have omitted
letters or descriptions from the Donner Party as they are so well documented in otleer studi

James Frazier Reed Participates in Battle of Santa Clara
January 2, 1847

James F. Reed tried to organize a relief expedition, but turmoil fienMexican War
disrupted his efforts. On January 2, 1847, Reed took up arms and participated in the Baitia of
Clara. While in the area, Reed took steps to secure land for himseltanG3ara, where he would
eventually bring his family.

Donner Party Rescue Team
February 1847

In early February 1847, the citizens and naval officers of San Francisco funeszlia
party. Its leader was Selim E. Woodworth, a naval officer, with James Reesl sechndn-
command. Reed rounded up men and supplies in the Sonoma and Napa valleys &arth of
Francisco Bay, then headed up into the mountains. Reed met his wife Maisgst¢pdaughter
Virginia, and son James, Jr. coming out of the mountains. After an emogonan Reed and
his men continued on to the camp, where his remaining children, Martwad 8homas (3), were
still stranded. Reed led a party of emigrants out from the cdmufpa,severe blizzard trapped them
at the top of Donner Pass for two days, during which the party ran out of ¥gbdn the storm
ceased, most of the refugees were too weak to continue. Reed departed witlreis bbil was
forced to leave the others behind. A few days later, however, another rescuaripaety and
brought them out.

Newspapers From California Report Donner Party Tragedy
Journa/duly 29, 1847

California papers to the 6th March have been received at Badtenpolitical news is not
important. But these papers contain most distressing accounts fnmpeay of emigrangs
among whom were the emigrants from lllinois. They tried a new orags ghe mountains,
and fearing a failure of provisions, Mr. Reed and somesothrerceeded in advance of the
company, leaving them on the north of the mountains in camp, (150frmiifethe nearest
California settlements,) to SutseFort, obtained provisions, reached Bear river, could not
cross it for the flood. Cached his provisions, returned to thi@fanore provisions and an
additional force, started for the mountains, but no information learbeeived of the success
of the undertaking. A party of fifteen left the camp on the middNevember, and of these
nine died of starvation on the route; and the remainder, six females, arrived at thentettlem
in great distress. /*/ There was a rumor that a party of twengufmaguently left the camp,
and all were lost in a tremendous snow storm upon the mountawas $aid that the party

in the camp had provisions enough to last them to the middle of Febguadyich time it
was hoped they would be relieved. The names of the dead, who bettigedirst party
which left the camp aé®atrick Dolan, William Stanton, Wm. Fosdick, L. Murphy, Graves,
two young men whose names are not given, and two Indians. There wesisolett in
camp, most of them women and children. The next news fadifiox@ia will be looked for
with painful interest

68 Journal,July 29, 1847
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Donner Party: Survivors

1. John Battiste Trudeau 25. William Graves

2. Edward Breen 26. Solomon E. Hook

3. Isabella Breen 27. William Hook™

4. James Breen 28. Noah James

5. John Breen 29. Lewis Kiesburg

6. Margeret Breen 30. Mrs. [Elizabeth] Kiesburg
7. Patrick Breen 31. Mary Murphy

8. Patrick Breen Jr. 32. Simon Murphy

9. Peter Breen 33. Harriet Pike

10. Simon Breen 34. Naomi Pike

11. Eliza Donne?® 35. James F. Reed

12. Francis E. Donnéf 36. Mrs. [Margaret] Reed ?
13. Geo. Donner Jf! 37. Virginia E. B. Reed

14. Georgianna Donné&r 38. Martha Jane (Patty) Reed
15. Leana C. Donnef 39. Thomas Keyes Reed

16. Loithy Donner 40. Eliza Williams

17. Mary M. Donnef* 41. Mrs. W. [Doris] Woolfinger
18. William Eddy 42. James Sm

19. Sarah Fosdick 43.  Augustus Spitzer

20. Sarah Foster 44. C. [harles] T. (William)
21. William Foster Stanton

22. Elizabeth Graves 45.  Balis Williams

23. Ellen Graves
24. Mary Graves

69 Eliza Donner, born in Sangamon County, lllinois, livédough the disaster on the mountains in 1846 arsl wa

married in California to Perry McCoon. He waséddllby a runaway horse. His widow was married onebéser
8, 1853 to Benjamin W. Wilder.

Eliza P., born on March 8, 1843 near Springfidliddis, was educated at St. Dominie Catholic S¢adenicia
California. She was married in California on O&ph0, 1861 to Sherman O. Houghton who was borApit

10, 1828 in New York City. She was his second wife

70 Frances E. Donner, born on July 4, 1840 in Sanga@aeamty, lllinois, was educated at St. Dominie @&thSchool
at Benicia. She was married on November 24, 18%8ailifornia to William R. Wilder. They lived neBoint of
Timber, Contra Costa County, California. He sdrirethe 1st. regiment N. Y. Vol. Inf. through thexican
War. He was Mayor of San Jose, California. In 1868 1856, he represented California in the 42d48di
Congress. Hon. S. O. Houghton and family reside®hn Jose, California. He was a practicing lawye

71 George Donner, born in August 1837 near Springfi#lthois, was married in California on June 1362 to
Margaret J. Watson. They had six children. Georganeo died in February 1875 and his family lived
Sebastapol, Sonoma County, California.

72 Georgiana Donner, born on December 3, 1841 neanddield lllinois, was educated at Benecia Cathalitiool
and married on November 4, 1863 to Washington AcBek in California. They lived at Mountain View, 18a
Clara County, California.

73 Leanna C. Donner, born on December 5, 1834 near@ield, lllinois, was married in Sacramento CiGalifornia,
on September 26, 1852 to John App. They had foilgren.

74 Mary M. Donner, born on March 18, 1839 near Spreldfilllinois, married there to Sherman O. Hought&he
died on June 21, 1860, leaving one child.

> Solomon E. Hook, born in January 1832 in Sangammm€y, lllinois, was married in California on Novbar 7,
1866 to Alice Roberts. They had three children laredi in Winters, Yolo County, California.

76 william Hook, born in 1834 in Sangamon County, idiis, arose in the night, ate too much food, and ffiem the
effects in 1847.
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Donner Party: Deaths

1. Antonio (New Mexican) 11. Samuel Donner
2. Charles Berger 12. Ellen Eddy

3. John Denton 13. Margaret Eddy
4. Patrick Dolan 14. J. Fosdick

5. George Donner Sen. 15. Milton Elliot

6. Mrs. Donner 16. Geo. Foster,

7. Jacob Donner 17. Mrs Murphy

8. Betsy Donner

9. Isaac Donner

10. Lewis Donner

Late From Oregon and California
Journal, Friday, August 6, 1847.

The St Louis Republicaaf yesterday, announces the arrival of Messrs. Shaw and Bolder,
direct from Oregon. They left on the 7th of May, and were 88 da the trip. Nineteen
persons came with them. They passed the Pawnees with little gaubkem some tobacco,
clothes, &c 3 They met the Oregon and California emigrants, who were gettingvalting
being 25 days ahead of the usual time occupied by emigrants.

Reed and Donner Party Reaches Sutte§ Fort, California

James Reef family and others of the Reed and Donner Party reached $Hter after
much suffering. Mrs. George Donner was dead. Donner had been robbed of his nioctey; w
was subsequently recovered.

James F. Reed Family in Napa Valley

Reunited, the James F. Reed family recuperated in the Napa Valley fomeeks; where
Reed served briefly as sheriff of Sonoma. Reed took his family to revive thetedglechards of
Mission San José. He leased the orchards and in the summer gathered and driddjappéess,
and quince. These he shipped to Hawaii, trading for cocoa, coffee, rice and sugar.

28. William L. Todd Letter from Sonoma, California
May 8, 1847
Journal, Thursday, September 16, 1847
William L. Todd Spends Year Digging Gold in Sierra Nevada.
Letter from California.

The following letter from Mr. William L. Todd is published in théper by request of several
acquaintances of the writer, and with the permission of his fathiEioli Todd, of this city.

Sonoma, California, May 8, 1847

Dear father: (by Mr. Prairie) | once more have the pleadungiting to you and letting you
into the ways and doings of thest onepin both of your family. This is my fourth letter home,

77 Journal, Friday, August 6, 1847, B.
78 Journal Thursday, September 16, 1847, p. 1.
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(one in July 1846, one April and one in January 47) since waf rthis country. The reason
of my not writing ofteer, is the want of an opportunftyhere are opportunities frequently
occurring by which | could write, whema lliving in San Francisco; but living in the country,
as | do, they passed before | hear of them.

| ve been told by Gov. Boggs, and several others, that they havietseewrdten by me and
published in some of the newspapers published in the statésrithe Journaitem) | am

truly sorry that such is the case. The letter | wrote you last spring, was written in haste, before
I had seen enough of the country to form a correct opinion about it. | have edriate,
butafewmonKV LQ WKH FR Xo@afast\of iD @@ the@ainy season had prevented

me from seeing that sufficiently to form an opinion of the whsiece then Ve traveled

through most of the country from the bay of Santo Domingo (1200 mile®sths), to the

head of the Sacramento Valley, amd inuch better pleased with the country now than | was
then; but still theree many objections to the country; and were all well situatedsitatibe

knowing what | now do, | would never leave them to come here.

The country from the bay of Santo Domingo near the mission of SasmRawi is very poor
for farming purposeslt isvery mountainous, with a few valleys; andviaeysmall, though
the land in those valleys is very rich. And in minerals it is very rich. Geidcspper, and
lead ore are found in abundance, in the order is very rich, thouglanite of cool and would
renders it very difficult to get at the pure metals. The whiteg Pueblo de Los Angelos is
about 70 or 80 miles long, extending from the mission of San Juam) (foetbe seacoast,
above the town of the Pueblo, and about 30 miles 3pdeducing most of the tropical plants.
Grapes, oranges, figs, peaches, pears, eterara hbundance; but little attention is paid to
drain though it is thought by many, that it will yield very good crops. NFattrto the river
Salinas, the country is pretty much as it is below San Louis Ray; but | believe it is much riche
land.

The country on the San Joaquin, (pronounce W a HK EEE in)feord that up to the
California mountains is much richer for farming than the lowentrgouValleys and planes
are much larger and the mountains smaller. The valley 8athdoaquin, is from 3 to 400
miles in length, and about 50 miles in breadth. The River SanrJaatgithrough the valley
and empties into the bay of San Francisco. The land genesailyité rich, and it is believed
will produce grains, as well as fruits, in abundance; ittissyehsettled. The Indians of the
California mountains, line contiguous to that river, have fastieWw years, been very hostile,
rendering it dangerous for small parties of whites to settle there. The richesstaswttiad,
as well as largest valley in the country, is the Sacramenitendtsefrom the California
mountains on the north, to the bay of San Francisco and the Rivea&ain,Jon the south;
it is from 300 to 500 miles long, and from 50 to 100 milds. wr'hrough it run the Rivers
Sacramento, American, Fork, Feather and Bear River. The \éaijeid rich and produces
wheat and corn, (small Indian), but not so good crops as in the western péingodrifed
States cynical and it is believed that fruits of all kinds raised hegrpWiih great abundance
and perfection here. But | do not think any of the land in this gpoisas is as rich as the
lands in lllinois or Missouri; and the want of rain in the sunaritlealways be of serious injury
to the corn and wheat crops.

The current climate of the country is most excelleewer too hot or too cold. In the
summertime, on the seacoast, you always have fine breezes frorhitvénich keeps it from
being too hot; and the winter from the south, warm. 40 or 50 mile$rbacthe coast, it is
warmer in the summer, and the further you go back the warbremomes, until you get to
the California mountains, which are covered with snow year-round:s \¢atlee San Joaquin
and Sacramento are hot in the summer.

Since Ive been in the country, | have never seen ice of the thickrees®ltar, nor a night
but what | could lay out in the open air, with but two blankets, unless it was late.
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Rainy season in the northern part of this country is very disagréeatainmencing in the
latter part of November, and ending in Agritiuring that time is very difficult for person to
get about. The rivers are in the south there is not so muglamdim person can get about
much better than in the north.

| spent all of this winter in the southern portion of Californiapeafér it to the northern part.
The climate is much better, and thereot so much rain. It is older settled, and the orchards
and vineyards are much larger and in better order. | wawdt rather have a piece of land
in the Pueblo Valley, then any other part of the country.

The immigration from the states last year, has been quite large; asdriyata say, many of
them were very unfortunate. Some 20 or 30 wagons which gafaestings cut off never
reached the country; and many women men and women. In the Califounigams 2 2
James F. Reed lost most of his cattle crossing the desere$yWithiout water our grass; and
he left two wagons at the Salt Lake. The other he got to tfeeraimountains, and left it
there. His wife and children had to walk from thence to Sit€rey came out with Eliza
Williams, and four or five others, got in safe. But Bayledmil, Mr. Elliott, George and
Jacob Donner, and some of their families, died in the mountains, amd, datfat either you
know or | know. Mrs. Reed and her family had to walk 60 ari&3 without anything to eat,
in the snow about 15 feet deep. | saw her the otherddne is now well.

When | wrote to you in January last, | expected to leaveotinigry this spring; but | was so
long detained in the army, under Fremont, but | am compelled torgltattention, and even
if | had got oftentimes, seeing the opportunities | now do of making sontethépay me
coming to the country, | doubt whether | should leave. The courgtijp$tapassed to a war
of 10 months, and it is beginning to recover from the evil effebts ofar, although military
despotism still governs. Gen. Czerny is the governor of the country andigaitbrnsartial
law.

In January 1847, the foreign residents here became disgustets with radical and
unprincipled acts of the manpower in this country, and raise a revoluticst tgainthe
authorities at commenced by declaring that all Americans should be should leawetithe ¢
or ‘their homes should be what should beats up on the plains of Califammiaon; Stating
that Commissioner slowed had taken possession of Monterey andaBeacer (who that
joined us a few days before we left Sonoma) being a leader, waived the staessandstr
camp. From that time until the retaking of Pueblo, in the month céidelast, | have been
in the service of the United States, | may say, until 6 Matclien | was discharged. Yeu
many others, like myself, served during the whole war, and were dischargedattihesa
In November last, Commodore Stockton came to San Diego, anekttodd us that we must
enlist as common soldiers remain as prisoners on board the Conditdss ewuld send us
home. After the retaking of Pueblo we worked for our pexhismediate discharge, and
are paid by Commissioner Stockton; but we obtained either from $&md two or three
weeks after our team term of service had expired, Col.rtledgemont consented to
discharge us, and did so on 6 Margtx has been $20 each to purchase horses, saddles, and
revisions, To take us homa a distance of 800 miles!
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29. Virginia E. B. Reed LetterFrom California to Her Cousin, Mary C. Keyes
May 16, 1847
Journal, December 16, 1849

The following letter is from a little girl, aged about twelzes, step-daughte
of Mr. James F. Reed, and was one of the unfortunate companigodnts,

of whose sufferings last winter, we gave an account in our lasipapek

The artless manner in which this child details the sufferings of the part
especially of her own famiihe joyful meeting of her father after his abse
of five month§can scarcely be read without a,téahile her notice of the & - y
country, which she had reached with untold tribulation, will cause a #mi \Mﬁ,

is a great country to marry. Eliza is to be married; and this is nff joke! )
Virginia E. B. Reed

it

e
e

CALIFORNIA, May 16, 1847.

My Dear Cousin: | take this opportunity to write, to let you know thaevadl arell at present,
and hope this letter may find you wéll am going, my dear cousin, to write to you about our
troubles in getting to California. We had good luck till we caBig t8andy. There we lost
our best yoke of oxen, named Riley and George, and when we came tosBfinigeve lost
two other oxen. We then sold some of our provisions and bought a yokesadrmba yoke

of oxen. The people at Bridger-ort persuaded us to takeéastings Cut-offpover the salt
plain. They said it saved three hundred miles. We went ttaod we had to go through
a long drive, as they said, of forty miles, without water orlgestsgs said it was forty miles;
but I think it was eighty miles. We traveled a day and night, and at nodayn&ther went

on ahead to see if he could find water. He had not gone lorrg Befoe of the cattle gave
out, and we had to leave the wagons and take the cattle to waten adrdrBayliss stayed
with us, and the other boys, Milt, Elliott and James Smith, went on with theo cattert
Father was coming back to us with water, and met the men. They wetgotiteien miles
from water, and father said they would get to water that nightidathe tooys the next day to
bring the cattle back for the wagons and to bring some water. Fathersgdiout day-light
the next morning. Walter took the horse and went on to water waited there till night,
thinking that the boys would come, and we then thought we would start and walk to M
Donners wagons that night, a distance of ten miles. We took what littlevevdied, and
some bread, and started.

Father carried Thomas, and the rest of us walked. We got to Deynaxed they were all
asleep. So we laid down on the ground; we spread one shawl down; we, laidispiead
another over us, and then put the dogs or¥Tgter, Barney, Trailer, Tracker and little Cash.
It was the coldest night you ever saw for the season. Theemingb} hard, and if it had not
been for the dogs, we would have froze. As soon as it was day, we went to Ms. Did@ner
said we could not walk to the water, and if we staid we could ridenagans to the water.
So father left us and went on to the water, to see why the bags blithg back the cattle.
When he got to the water he found but one ox and one cow, and that nonesst tiargot
there. Mr. Donner came up that night to the water, with his cattlearmghbhis wagons and
all of us. We staid there a week and hunted for our cattleguddtrot find them. The Indians
had taken them. So some of the company took oxen and went out and bronghwagon
and cached the other and a great many other things, all but what wait@ulthe wagon.

7 Virginia Reed Murphy (1838921).In Unfortunate Emigrantsedited by Johnson Kristin, 262-86. UniversitysRre
of Colorado, 1996. doi:10.2307/j.ctt46nr9n.1Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the Catifia-Oregon
Trail, Volume ledited by Dale Lowell Morgan, University of Nebraskass.
https://books.google.com/books?id=zmFHNDDTu7gC&pg=P2&pg=PA252&dg=virginia+e.+b.+Reed+letters&sou
rce=bl&ots=DyCOgaTumk&sig=ACfU3U00DINIMOgBZHzzGGBQLA7J8&Q&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQ_tjn
jpLKAhVCHgwKHR7aBfY Q6 AEWANOECAKQAQ#v=0nepage&q=virgei20e.%20b.%20Reed%?20letters&f=false

80 Journal December 16, 1847.
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We had to divide our provisions with the company to get them to carry it. We got tleree yok
of cattle from the company, including our ox and cow; and wewémt way awhile, when
we got out of provisions, and father had to go on to California fasipnsv

We could not get on in the way we were fixed, and in two or thyseafter father left us we
had to cache our wagon, and take Mr. Geaweagon and cache some more of our things.
Well, we went on that way sometime, and then we had to get into Me lddgn. We went
on that way awhile, and then we had to cache some of our clothes, elxaagear two, and
put them in Mr. Brens wagon. Thomas and James rode the two horses, and the rest of us
had to walk. We went on that way awhile and came to another leagfdforty miles,
between Marg river and Truckey river, and then we went with Mr. Donner. We had to
walk all the time we were travelifgp the Truckey river we met a man, Mr. T. C. Stanton,
(and two Indians,) that we had sent on for provisions to Capts Hattibefore father started.
He had met father not far from SuteFort. He looked very bad. He had not ate but three
times in seven days, and the last three days without any thing. His horse wat® matrgble
him. Mr. Stanton gave him a horse, and he went on. We rah@daome more of our
things, all but what we could pack on one mule, and started again. kthdhmas rode on
behind the two Indians. It was then raining in the valleys and snowing on the moils@ains.
went on in that way three or four days, until we came to the big moanthie California
mountain. The snow was then about three feet deep. There wer&vagores there. The
owners said that they had attempted to cross but could not. Well, we treoughiavtry it;

so we started, and they in company with us, with their wagons. The sn@n wasdthe
mules-sides. The farther we went up, the deeper the snésagbtt the wagons could not
go on. They then packed their oxen, and went on with us, carryingaamikite, and driving
the oxen in the snow up to their waidEhe mule that Martha and the Indian was on was the
best one 3so they went and broke the road, and that Indian was the pilot. Wenntbat o
way two or three miles, and the mules kept falling down in the snow, headstoand the
Indian said he could not find the road. We stopped and let the Indéaia Stanton go on
and hunt the road. They went on and found it to the top of the moumtaiitame back and
said they thought we could get over if it did not snow any more. Raboiile were all so
tired by carrying their children, that they could not go over that nighte Bade a fire and
got something to eat, and mother spread down a buffalo robe, afidaicedown upon it,
and spread something over us, and mother set up by the fire, anced snewoot deep on
the top of the bed that night. When we got up in the morning, the snowdeap see could
not go over the mountain, and we had to go back to the cabins thhauiltdyy the emigrants
three years ago, and build more cabins, and stay there all wintegathet20th February,
and without father.

We had not the first thing to eat. Mother made an arrangementfercattlégiving two for

one in California. The cattle were so poor that they could hardly get up whiaidtidewn.

We stopped there the 4th of November and staid till the 20th of Fgpamarwhat we had to

eat | cart hardly tell you, and we had Mr. Stanton and the Indians to feed. But theytsoon lef
to go over the mountains on foot, and had to come back. Theynide snow shoes and
started again, and a storm came, and they had again to returnd Isovoetime snow ten
days before it would stop. They waited till it stopped snowing andattted again. | was
going with them, but took sick and could not go. There were fifteen pksftansthis
company, and but seven got throéfire women and two men. A storm came on, and they
lost the road, and got out of provisions, and those that got through, had to eat them who died.
Not long after they left we had eaten all our provisions ahddxe put Martha at one cabin,
James at another, Thomas at another, and mother and Eliza anchd/liltdaed up what

little meat we could get, and started to see if we could cross over thenrfarhtaé had to

leave the childrenO Mary! you will think that hafdo leave them with strangers, and did not
know whether we ever would see them again. We could hardlygé&banthem. We told

them we would bring them back bread, and then they were willing &/\&tawent and were

out five days in the mountains. Eliza gave out and had to go back. e themtday, and
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the next day we had to lay by and make snow shoes. We went on anotimer caydanot
find the road and had to go back. | could get along very welllitdlught we were going
ahead, but as soon as we had to turn back | could hardly walkeadhed the cabins, and
that night there was the worst snow storm that we had the whole winter, aad ifatedme
back, we could not have lived through it. We had now nothing to datiésitO! Mary, |
would cry and wish | had what you all wasted. Eliza had to go to Ms;@rastaid at Mr.
Briens. They had meat all the time. We had to kill little Casheahéhim. We ate his
entrails, and feet, and hide, and every thing about him. My dear, gousiften say you can
do this and you cando that; but never say you ¢ao any thindyou dont know what you
can do until you try. Many a time had we the last thing on cooking, arat Kicbw where
the next meal would come from; but there was always something provided for us.

There were fifteen in the cabin that we were in, and one hadflad to lay in bed all the
time. 3There were ten died while were at the cabins. We were hardly able to\edlked

on little Cash a week; and after Mrs. Brien would cook her medtoilrttie bones two or
three times, we would take them and boil them three or four daysat other went down

to the other cabin and got half a hide, bringing it in snow up to Ber Waiept on snowing
and would cover the cabins, do all we could to prevent it, so thatlvaatoget out for two

or three days at a time. We would have to cut pieces of ttenltgs inside to make a fire
with. The snow was five feet deep on the top of the cabin. | coulgéetrttie hides. Father
as we afterwards learnt, started out for us with provisions, but cowdaious, for the
dreadful storms and deep snow, and after he had come int@thgaims eighty miles, had
to cache his provisions and go back on the other side toagepany of men to assist him.
Hearing this they made up a company at Ssif@rt, and sent out to our relief. We had not
eaten any thing for three days; we were out on the top of the cabin, anubasgvwcoming.
Oh, my dear cousin, you détknow how glad we were! One of the men we knew. We had
traveled with him on the road They staid with us three days to recruit us a little; so that we
could go back with them. There were twenty-one of us who left with theafiebgoing a
piece, Martha and Thomas gave out, and the men had to takéadlckniviother and Eliza
and | came on. One of the party said he was a Mason, and piesidgpetor that if he did
not meet father he would go back and save his chil@eMary, that was the hardest thing
yet3to leave the children in those calsingt knowing but they would starve to death. Martha
said, well Mother, if you never see me again, do the best yoiTbammen said they could
hardly stand it: it made them cry. But the men said it was best fgoustand the children

to be taken back. The men did so, and left for them at the cittimmeat and flour. Mother
agreed to leave them upon the pledge of Mr. Glover that he would oetthrarh if we did

not meet father? which we did in five days. We went on over a high mountairepsaste
stair steps in snow which was up to our waists. Little James wilkedall He said every
step he took he was getting nearer father and nearer somethingThecilartens took the
provisions the men had cached, and we had very little to eat. When we had traveled five da
we met father with thirteen men on their way to the cabins. @, Wwardort know how glad

we were to see him. We had not seen him for five months. We thought we sheukkaev
him again. He heard we were coming and he made some dwesethieanight before at his
camp to give us and the other children with us. He said he wouldrtlee &fa Thomas the
next day. He went there in two days. They found some of thexngreating those who had
died; but Martha and Thomas had not had to do it. The methkeftabins with seventeen
persons. Hiram Miller carried Thomas and father carried Maghd they were caught in a
storm that lasted two days and nights, and they had to stop that timeth&yheent on they
found the Martens had taken their provisions, and they were four days avithihing. They
went on again, and one of Donrsepoys was with them, and the snow was up to their waists,
and it kept on snowing so that they could hardly see the way. In all tHdidimees asked

for something to eat but once. Father brought Martha and Thomasgtier®we were. None

of the men he had with him were able to go back to the cabins, theiaddeoze so bad. So
another company went out and brought all the persons in from thbes. are all in now
from the mountains but four, who are at a place called the SGawgul and a company is
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gone to their relief. There were but two families, of the witoibder in the mountains, that
got out safe. Our family was one of them. Mary, | have not tolthgohalf of our troubles;
but I have told you enough to let you know that you &aow what trouble is yet, and | hope
never will such as we have seen. Thank GOD, we have all got in \Withspand we are the
only family that did not have to eat human flesh. We have logthévgr but | dort care for
that. We have got through with our lives. Buttdenthis letter dishearten any from coming
here. Dort take any Cut Offs, and bring nothing but provisions and just enougigcioth
last till you get here.

My dear Cousin: We are all very well pleased with the gopaiticularly with the climate

3 Let it be ever so hot a day, the night is always ikesla beautiful country. It is mostly in
valleys and mountains. It ought to be a beautiful country to payous fiaubles in getting

to it. Itis the greatest country for cattle and horses gosasv. It would just suit Charley; for
he could learn to be a bocarfmguerg] 3that is, one who lassos cattle and horses. The
Spaniards and Indians are great. They have a Spanish saddle, andstimopgsnand great
long spurs, with the pricking part five inches in diameter. Thkdreat manage the California
horses without the spurs. They wago on at all without they wear the spurs. They have little
bells fastened to them to make a jingle. They blindfold the wild hgeses, to them, and
then take off the blindfold, and let them run, and if the ridardg sit on them, they tie
themselves on and let them run as fast as they can. Onenitidi@e into a band of bullocks
and throw the lasso on a wild one, and it being fastened to the horn of his saddle, he can hold
it as long as he wants to do so. Another Indian throws his lasso e d¢ifi¢hie bullock, and
together, they throw him right over. The people here ride from eighty to otestiumiles a

day on horseback. This country just suits father and | for riding. Somé&phthiards have
from 6 to 7,000 head of horses, and from 15 to 16,000 head of Gattlthe girls that this is
the greatest place for marrying they ever saw, and that they mustCalifertda if they want
tomarry Tell ___ that ___ is engaged to be married. You all think this is a joklbymu

fis the real truth. Tell Doctor ___ that they doctor the funniest iedhigtry that he ever
saw. They grease the sick all over with mantajaeca, Edand Kill a biennggalina, Ed. and

cut it in four pieces, and put a great piece atfaba /carne?, Epbn the wrist, and kill a sheep
and wrap the sick up in the skin. Father is now down at St. Frartdés@®going to write
when he comes back. Give my love to3a8o no more at present, my dear cousin.

Virginia E. B. Reed.
Miss Mary C. Keys
Springdfield, lllinois.

30. James F. Reed Letter From Napa Valley, California to Gershom Keys
July 2, 1847
Journal, December 23, 184%

NAPA VALLEY, Cal., 2d July, 1847.

Dear Sr:

We have landed in California, at last, after great tribulation. Jteeyhof our journey, as well
as some notices of this country, accompany this letter. | vathedaotices of incidents and
miscellaneous things, which | omitted in that communication.

Wheat sells here for one dollar per bushel. The calvf@at is limited. Large 3 ysand

beef sells for $1 per quartard when retailed, at two cents per Ib. Pork, the finest | ever saw,
sells for 6 cts. per Ib. In no country can hogs be raisedssithdeblésupporting themselves

81 Journal December 23, 1847.
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without expense to the owner. Beef and pork can be put-uplgreat advantagéhe finest

salt in this world is found on the beach of this bay. Lumber faldanowever, is rather
scarce. You can go into a flock of a thousand sheep, and select anthédst fbe$2 each.
Butter is 50 cts. per Ib.: cheese, 25 cents; chickens, 50 cenexggack0 cents per dozen.
Hens lay and hatch the year round without any dankeys are plenty on some farms. Flour
is worth from $6 to $8 per 100 IBswing to the scarcity of mills, and the want of machinery
for cleansing the wheat. Horses sell from $6 to $30; wild mares, $6 to $10.

Vegetables can be grown here in perfection, but the seed must be & grtmund in the
winter, and then they will mature before the dry weather comeBhentinest pumpking
ever saw were here, and you can enjoy them the year fFolfatermelons can also be kept
for a long period. | have eat them in December. Fine calabagettuce are in perfection
the first of May. Potatoes are raised in many places. Csrinwaasting ears on the
Sacramento on the 6th of June. Beans were then large enough for@aitmg grow very
large and fine. Indeed, all the culinary vegetables can be raisedtiabgindance and
excellence, by planting at the proper season.

Figs and olives are not a certain crop, being delicate frutsge® and lemons have not been
tried here; but they do well 3 or 400 miles below. | can makegfbr my little family easier
here than in the States; and while | am doing this, | am certain thaterenjoying good
health. | do not look to the approach of the warm season with any dread. |thavelar

in summer to procure feed for stock in winter, while | am shakthghe ague or burning
with fever. When the rainy season comes on, all | hawvg te dow and then to see to my
stock 3 that is, to ride round and bring them together. | can get help vdtfimudty to plow,
sow, reap, and get my wheat cleaned and housed; and if | want to sellsanyg thelp is at
hand to take it to market. If | do not wish to take the ovérsfgimy stock myself, | can
employ a native to do it.

Our Sugar, Coffee and Molasses, come from the Sandwich Islarttts aal other goods
come from home. These last articles are high; but competiticsowiillregulate business.
Iron is worth 10 to 16 cents per IBloughs bear a high price.

The wheat now is within a few days of cutting. It is more forwétrd 8acramento. At Capt.
Sutters ranch two weeks past, he had 400 Digger Indians harvesting his wheap this cro
year is estimated at 80,000 bushel

Sonoma Valley west of this place about 12 miles, is a fine little ballké@Camiles long and
from 1 to 3 miles wide. At the mouth of this valley on the bay, is the toampaiss which

is fast improving by American emigrants, who came in here lalitiadl.pleasant place, but
more subject to fogs from the sea than the Napa. The mmuotathe west of Sonoma are
low, and the fogs and cold winds have a fuller sweep from &éme dicis not so with the Napa.
On the west side, and between it and the Sonoma, there is a high raogetainsy which
prevents sudden changes. The globe cannot present a healthier spot thafieyhis
Presuming that you have heard of these valleys, and as marfi@idaiare located in them,
| have thought that a slight notice of them would be entertaining to you.

Napa Valley is the place where | am now residing with my faintiilg, house of Capt. George
Yontz, formerly of Missouri. Capt. Y. has been here for 15 or 18 yidaris known all over
California for his honesty and hospitality. | have often seerpekbaltiay consumed at his
house, and sometimes two. There are more fat bullocks consumed aideighan at the
Planters House in St. Louis; and they are fatter than any ever seen ezegreatest
objection to beef here is, that it is too fat. Napa Vallbgig @0 miles long, and from one to
three miles wide, and contains some of the finest land | evérisawejl watered, Napa Creek
running through it. There is now in progress of building upon this cresk fliburing and
one saw-mill. | admire this valley. No healthier planebe foundno fever, no ague, no
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sickness. The days are pretty hot, with cool nights. It is ladat®n for frit 3 apples,
peaches, and grapes.

| do not want by anything; | have said to be understood as encouraging personfiégsecome
3 Far from it. If I like the country, others may and do didik®any are dissatisfied and will
leave it; but the country will lose little by their abséreecept an outbreak of the Mexicans
should take place, and in that case heads count. There is a drefadiffeaulty in coming to
this country, and particularly the last 300 miles of the rodthe worst is in crossing the
mountains. For about 80 miles, you never saw a worse road, 18e2@ths of the wagons
came through safe. The disasters of the company to which | beloogdd nst deter any
person from coming who wishes to try his fortune. Our misfortuneshsemresult of bad
management. Had | remained with the company, | would have hadhdle of them over
the mountains before the snow would have caught them; and those who havegiohave
admitted this to be true.

| will refer to some of my unfortunate companions. Baylid&awWd began to fail before the
company was out of provisions. Milton Elliott was well and hearty whenthe thie cabins
of the Donners. He helped Mrs. Donner to render as comfortebfmssible their miserable
abode. He was gone some ten or twelve days, and when he returttad, amaisweak, and
in a few days died. He lived longer than Bayliss. James Smith was about the fegtaf/ho di
the boys. He gave up, pined away and died; he did not starve. John Dentimtheftfinst
company; he gave out on the way. | found him dead, covered himcaithtarpane, and
buried him in the snow, in the wildest of the wild portions of the. eaténe, too, C. T.
Stanton, of Chicago, resigned his spirit to its Eternal Father, aftat ladodred and toiled,
and finally sacrificed his life, to save his companions in disBest® ten or eleven other
unfortunate beings | was compelled to leave at the head of the Juba, on acconagtedhe
of Passed Midshipman Woodworth, to perform the part expected of him.

May God bless you and all my old friends about Springfield.
Your brother,
James F. Reed
Mr. Gershom Kyes Springfield, Illinois.

Celebration of First July 4" on West Coast
July 4, 1847

On July 4, 1847, at the house of Capt. Yoatparty assembled to celebrate July 4th.
Robert C. Keyes brought 81 Americans with him, and found 127 others on the ground. Tduy uni
in what is believed to have been the first celebration of the fourth of July on thie Beast. Capt.
Yontz furnished all the provisions and the ladies present made a flag by sagrifigir
underclothing.

31. James F. Reed Journal Winter of 1847-1848
Journal Thursday, December 9, 18%7.

Narrative of the Sufferings of a Company of Emigrants in the Mowofi&asfornia, in the
winter of 6 and ¥, J. F. Reed, late of Sangamon County, Illinois. [Thenol) narrative
was prepared for the press by Mr. J. H. Meisryman, from mi&sshy Mr. J. F. Reed. We
copy from theState Registéomitting the list of those who survived and those who perished,
having published the same several weeks since.]

82 Journal Thursday, December 9, 1847, p. 1.
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Through the kindness of Mr. James W. Keys, Esq., we are enabletietolayour readers
an abstract of the journal of Mr, James F. Reed, who mifjratethis place, some two years
to California. He says that his misfortunes commenced on leaviryiEger, which place
he left on the 31st of August, 1846, in company with eighty-one othetsngNd note
occurred until the 6th of September, when they had reached witHasafWeaver Canon,
where they found a from a Mr. Hastings, who was twenty miles in ad\thece, avith sixty
wagons, saying that if they would send for him he would put them upenr@ute which
would avoid the Canon and lessen the distance to the great Salt Lakersieger Here the
company halted, and appointed three persons, who should overtake Mr. Hastemygaged
him to guide them through the new route, which was promptly done. Mr. Blgstuagthem
directions concerning this road, and they immediately recommencedtneay] After
travelling eighteen days they accomplished the distance of tlastywiilh great labor and
exertion, being obliged to cut the whole road through a forest of pine andHspehalted
upon the south end of the great Salt Lake, where they remained severadlidaReed
describes the water of this lake, to use his own expressisinpag enough to brine Hep
Leaving this place on the 30th September, they proceeded on their ssigg@darge desert,
devoid of water, on account of which they lost several of thefrchtige3 When within nine
hundred miles of the California settlements they discovered thatdio&iof provisions was
insufficient to last them until they had traveled that distance; thethfyr appointed two
persons, Messrs. C. F. Stanton, of Chicago, and William McClutchem, ob@igy &o.,
who should proceed with all possible haste to Fort Sacramento,liywdaok. Sutter, procure
supplies, and return as soon as possible. They accordingly started errahd, and
although having near a thousand miles to go, they calculatéeyhabuld return in a short
time. The company then proceeded, and after traveling threkedumiles, giving ample
time, as they supposed, for the return of Messrs. Stanton and McClutcheeariagdtiat
some accident had befallen them, they determined to send amettsgnger. Mr. Reed was
at once chosen as the most proper person for this service carding himself with seven
days provision, he commenced his lonesome march. Before hijolagey of six hundred
miles, which he must accomplish on foot, for although he had a horsesa waak that it
could not carry his saddle-bags and blanket. He left the compdayyatriver. On the
second dag march he overtook the Donners, who were in advance, accthmisaperior
condition of their cattle. Here he was joined by Walter Hterrble found the Donners
subsisting on the carcases of some of their cattle, which had leeebykihe Indians in a
night attack two days previous. In company with Herron he pursued his wegnthsupply
of provisions soon gave out; along the banks of $&mg Tuckes rivers they found a little
game; after leaving the latter they saw none at all. For seven days they jorouglatah
wilderness, during which time they ate but two meals, and they werefmald onions.
Fortunately, at the end of the time they reached Bear river vdileng they found a small
party of emigrants, who had halted to recruit their cattle, andawaiting the arrival of
supplies from Mr. Johnsa@) the first house in the California settlements, and distant from
Bear river sixty miles, and to their infinite delight they also me$tititon on his return to
the company. He did not recognize Mr. Reed, who suffered mamthfs toilsome journey.
During the seven days of starvation, he had traveled successively 380326220 and 17
miles each day. Captain Sutter had provided Mr. Stanton withdiliied meat, seven horses
and two of his choicest Indians. Mr. Reed, not deeming the supgl@ergubr the support
of the company to Bear river, determined to push on to For&i8anto, obtain additional
aid, and meet the company at Bear River Valley, while Mr. Stanton staadddcpwith his
supplies to their aid. On the 23d October, Mr. Reed started forSaeramento, leaving
Herron with the party of emigrants, he being unable to travel. tra¢eting one hundred
miles, he reached the Fort, and was received at the gate by thesgeearned Sutter, who
furnished him with large quantities of flour and meat, twenty six horses, antiea ofi
Indians. Here he found Mr. McClutchem, who had been left by Mr. Starlitr. McC.
joined Mr. R. on his return. Two days after leaving the Fodinimenced raining; and the
third day, the tops of the great California Mountains were covereshawith For four days
they traveled in the rain, and at the end of that time reached theftRear River, where
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they found snow eighteen inches déefhe next day march brought them to snow thirty
inches in depth. Here the Indians deserted them; and on this account, thepligeceto
leave nine horses in camp. Starting with seventeen horses, they proceedes ttoe
mountains. As they advanced the snow became deeper; they reachethtbéfdepfeet,
when the horses sank completely exhausted, and it was found imposglelé witicthem.
Messrs. Reed and McClutchem determined to use every effortitdhreiadriends. Choosing
the best horses, they urged them forn#haud alastthey were obligei leave the poor animals
completely buried in snow. They then attempted to pursue theirydootebut for the want

of snow shoes, were obliged to abandon all hope of passing éhbaitrieg of snow, which
separated them from their families; and gathering their horses totietheeturned to the
valley, and went from there to Mr. Johnsprvho received them in the most hospitable
manner. Here they asked for information in relatiothéomountains, not obtaining any but
the most discouraging, they proceeded to Fort Sacramento, throwingviberapeh the
generosity of the ever kind Sutter. Here he was told that it would ftw &ftempt to reach
his friends until®_ of February, when the storms of winter should cease. But MrwRsed
not satisfied with this, he determined to go to the Lower Californias, anot segkrdbm that
guarter. Arriving at the Pueblo de los Angelos, he met Lieut. R. F. Pinkney, U. S. Navy, then
in command of that placéJnder the patronage of this gentleman, he became acquainted with
several Americans. He stated his many misfortunes, and imploedd beti this was
impossible to obtain; at that time the Californians had rebelledng &rce, and peace must
be established before anything could be done for the sufferers in the molnaiesthese
circumstances, Mr. Reed had but one altern#tivebtain the aid of his countrymen in that
part of California he must aid them in avoiding the danger which tleedtem. He,
therefore, entered the service of the United States as firstdiguiéa company of Mounted
Riflemen; his companyliberated thirty mer? |sailors, whalers anet pthese were joined by
twenty citizen volunteers, one company of Marines, and oneopati#iery, hauled by two
yoke of oxen. With this force, they marched against the enemy, eyhmeh (300 strong)
upon Santa Clara plains, and defeated them entirely. A peaceddhimecisive battle, and
the army returned to San Francisco, where they were disbandetheNizens turned their
attention towards their suffering countrymen, who, while these eventamspieing, had
reached the mountains, where they found that the snow had formed eroingable barrier

to their further progress; they therefore, halted and built sbas s they could. Their
provisions being exhausted, they had recourse to their cattle, remisreable by rough
usage and famine; when the meat failed, the hides were resorted to,ratitewieo had
been devoured, then human flesh was seized by the unfortunates teptesetives. A
meeting was called at San Francisco, contributions were made, sinh thie$1,000 was
raised in the cityOn board the ships Portsmouth and Warren $300 was contributed by the
sailors. « committee of purchases was then appointed, which repaired mhabtzunch,
owned by Messrs. Smith and Ward, and purchased everything necedbarydigf of the
sufferers. Messrs. Smith and Ward then kindly offered the use of theiufiok ta convey
the supplies to the mouth of Feather RivEar the plan of operations was, to send all the
supplies to that place, in charge of a party of men under PasseipiviéshVoodworth,
while Mr. Reed should enlist a sufficient number of men, purcloaseshand proceed by
land to the same point, there pack his horses with the supplies, and theragbttoiie
mountains. Just as they were preparing to start, a small lauroginbeo Sutter, came in
from Sacramento bringing the intelligence that two men and fivenwaad arrived at Mr.
Johnsors from the mountains, the survivors of a party of fifteenneemsbo had started from
the cabins __ the east of the chain. This party had left thgdan@ns for the purpose of
lessening the consumption of the provisions, and that they might seodheich2 The
sufferings of this party were truly awful. A synopsis of the journainofHWEddy, of
Belleville, will give the reader a better a idea of the hardships @&rgurisem. He
commences with: Dec. 16, 1838tarted from the cabins, in all, fifteen persons, (the names
of the party were as follows: Mr. GigRatrick Dolen, Jay Fosdick, C. F. Stanton, Antonio, a
Mexican, Lemuel Mur-Lewis and Salvador, Indians, Wm. H. Eddy, Fostelyibitsutchem,
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Mrs. Fosdick, Miss Mary Graves, Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Pike,) orsBoew; for the California
settlements; traveled four miles, and arrived at the head of Truskake.

17th.3Crossed the great chain.

18th.3Descended Juba creek about six miles; the supplies furnished by Mr. Glisyearty
immediately commenced distributing their provision among theessffall of whom they
found in the most deplorable condition. Among the cabins lay the fldsthessand half
eaten bodies of the victims of famine. There lay the limbs, the skullthe hair of the poor
beings, Who had died from want, and whose flesh had preserved the lie@ssuirtiving
comrades, who§hivering beneath their filthy rags, and surroundings by the remains of their
unholy feast, looked more like demons than human beings. Théglleadfrom their high
estate, though compelled by the fell hand of dire necessity. Likegeess# Heaven, did
Mr. Reed and party appear in the eyes of the unfortunates. They mbout dispensing
their supplies, frequently arriving in time to push from the lips of ssiffeeeunnatural food,
which they were subsisting upd@kt. one cabin they found children devouring the heart and
liver of their father; they were even then tearing the rawilbstheir teeth, not having the
patience to cook it, and their chins and bosoms were deluged with thé Bloother family
had sent to borrow a leg from the body. This strange loan dashbaawith strict injunctions
not to send for more, for it could not.b&o Mr. Reed this was a horrid sight. Among the
bones and skulls that filled the camp kettles, he saw the remains of arajdodnd well-
tried---commenced freezing.

20th.3Left J(li)a; traveled four miles.

21st3Went down the mountain in a southerly direction; provision exhaustethrStaow
blind; he did not reach camp at night.

22d.2Remained in camp waiting for Stanton.

23d.3Cleared off; ascended a mountain for observation; still in hopeStan&n would
arrive. 24th3Left top of mountain; proceeded down a valley three miles] stcommenced
with greater fury ; extinguished fires.

25th.3Antonio and Mr. Graves died; remained in camp.

26th3Could not proceed; almost frozen; no fire.

27th.3Still in camp ; no fire; Patrick Dolin died.

28th.3Storm abated; succeeded in making fire; Lemuel Murphy died.

29th.3No food for five days; a portion of the company eat human flesh.

30th.3Stripped all the flesh from three of the bodies; traveled four fniles.

31st3Traveled six miles.

January 1, 1847Passed a rugged canon. __ Continued down the valley.

3d. 3Mr. Fosdick became very weak; had to wait for him.

4th. 3Nothing to eat.

5th.3Mr. Fosdick gave out entirely; commenced eating the strings of our snow shoes.
6th3Traveled two miles; halted on account of the illness of Mr. Fosdickydneliaus.

7th3 started on trail of Indian boys; saw deer 8igified one.

8th3Dried deer meat by fire; went to bottom of the mountain.

9th3Ascended large mountain; entirely out of the snow.

10th3Descended the mountain.

11th3Saw the dead bodies of the two Indian boys.

13th3Proceeded down the valley; occasional snow drifts.

14th3arrived at an Indian village; procured some acorns.

And on the 17th, Mr. Eddy arrived at Johnspteaving the rest of the party at an Indian
village.

When the news of this terrible disaster reached the citizens of Sasderdheir minds were
filled with consternation. From the various rumors they heard, theyheodilyglhope that the
remainder of the emigrants were alive. But &églded new zeal to their endeavors, and on
..._ rthof February, every thing being ready, Mr. Woodwortpaathddeparted in the launch
for the mouth of Feather River, while Mr. Reed proceeded to Sonoma, wteddd $350

to his funds, and enlisted twelve men, who were to receive three dollars men dag fdate
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of enlistment to the date of discharge. He also procured forty horsessimtt the supplies
from Feather river to the cabins. Here he received gaete, that immediately upon the
arrival of Mr. Edd the settlements, Messrs. Sinclair, Suiter Kim$try had, upon their own
responsibility, fitted out an expedition for the relief of the sugfér&his was gratifying
intelligence, indeed, inspired Mr. Reed with new hope. Aftengajénurney, over rugged
mountains and swollen streams, Mr. Reed and party reached FeathenRiwethair great
disappointment, found that the launch had not arrived. As no time cdokt bein waiting,
Mr. Reed and Mr. McClutchem pushed on to Mr. Johrsatistant twenty-five miles, leaving
the party to follow of the launch. Arriving at Mr. Johnspsmall hand-mill, owned by him,
was put in motion, and a good quantity of flour was made. Beefedaughgered and the
meat dried, so that when the party arrived nothing was to be done lokttteepehorses. On
the arrival of his men and horses, Mr. Reed was informed that MdwWdaoih had stopped
at Suttes landing, upon the Sacramento, was fitting out an expedition tedotocthe
mountains. Leaving word with Mr. Johnson that when Mr. W. shoiud be should hasten
on with all speed, he started once more towards his friends. trAfteling two days they
reached the snow, and at a place called Mule springs they cached theiasdditidles, and

a portion of the provisions, and every man relieving the horses dfthait tbad, by placing

it upon their own backs, they proceeded and traveled fifteen miles withwwth®oes. Just
before reaching camp the following day, they met Messrs. Glover aled Bhihe party fitted
out by Sinclair, Sutter and Mc Kinstry, who informed them that thesehelded the cabins
and found the people in the worst condition possible; that they had started for the settlements
with twenty-one persons, old and young, owing to the robbery ohtiahy« little animal,
called Marten, their provisions had become exhausted, and that dhiejt ltlae party in a
starving condition several miles behind. Receiving this informatioRebtl immediately
dispatched Messrs. Ritchie and Gordon to the Mule springs to bring up the provisieds ca
there, and with instructions that if they should meet Mr. Woodwostbnid him on with all
speed, for upon him Mr. Reed greatly depended for future supplies, knowihg tpaantity
he had himself was insufficient for the support of the sufferenstfi® cabins to the
settlements. Had Mr. Woodworth hastened on after receivingatieses, much suffering
would have been prevented, but he reliec opn judgment, and that judgment by a man
young in years and of little experience, will be appreciated by thawitsrfgtoper value, and
this narrative will plainly show the error of Mr. Woodwsrtlourse. Mr. Reed then hastened
to meet the sufferers, after, however, leavingde had not proceeded far whenof the
party, who were, dragging their emaciated forms along in the she\irsiipersons he met
were principally children, who were stronger, and being lighter, cealdhtraugh the snow
with greater facility than the rest of the party. Provisions were itetyedigributed among
them, and hurried them towards the camp. But, what were the feélihgfReed when he
beheld his wife and two of his children tottering towards him; thes feasted away, and
their countenances pale and haggard from the ravages of faminiel amditowhat feelings
did he rush towards those so dear to him whom, long ago, despair had incuicebldlieve
had perished, and what was their joy on beholding the protecting handl the¢mao long
lost to them. Mrs. Reed had started from the cabins with her four chilttardly had she
proceeded two miles when her two youngest sank beneath the fatigwseandable to
proceed. She could not leave them to die, and to retuiacéothe miseries of the cabins
again, was horrible; but sooner than leave them she deterriineet any dangemshen her
little daughter said| will go back with Thomas. If we never see each other again, dsthe b
you can, God will take care of usBut she could not consent to part with them, until Mr.
Glover told her that Mr. Reed being a brother Mason, he felt in dutydito exert himself
to save her children; that he would return with them to the cabins, ahd thatlld pledge
his honor as a Mason to return and carry them out of the mountainsnaassbe should
conduct the party safely to the settlements. Relying upon his faitbnséeted that they
should « Mr. Reed seeing his wife and children somewhat invigorated by theefpdedh
received, pushed with his party for the cabins, in the most dread-atatety in regard to
the situation of kichildren. Reaching the ridge dividing Bear and Juba rivers they made a
cache, and proceeding ten miles further, they encamped. Twaftiawthis, they saw the top
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of a cabin just peering above the silvery surface of the snow. As theshegptosir. Reed
beheld his youngest daughter, sitting upon the corner of the roofethessting upon the
snow. Nothing could exceed the joy of each, and Mr. Reed was in ragtaresnwoing
into the cabin he found his son alive. The family at this cabhmastidl little provision left
from afriend. In gazing upon this revolting picture of sufferings of the most Hioleopse
thought of the narrow escape of himself and family from the cruelHiate had overtaken
his companions, which cut them down in death, amost the sight of a beaurtify| edere,

if they could once arrive, they could live in peace and pledtyha very country for which
they left their native home and traveled nav K R X V D QG@atleting kbyetker those that
were able to travel, and leaving two young men and sewgordaigions with those who were
unable, Mr. Reed and his men cached all their effects, and settbeir return. Every day
they anxiously looked for the arrival of Mr. Woodwartparty, but each day, they were
doomed to disappointment; slowly they proceeded on their toilsageand after travelling
three days the provisions became very scarce, he then sent three of his beshmeadbe
upon the ridge dividing Bear and Jubi, with instructions for one to rethrth@icontents,
while the other two should proceed to the mamth, and if in the meantime they did not
meet Mr. J Woodworth, to turn with its contents also. The three men procdedbeir
errand, without one morsel of provision. The party followed slowly thpgn trail,
acomplishing 13 miles in thahygs travel. The next day, just as they reached camp, a storm,
which had lurked behind threatening clouds of darkest hue for sewesahala burst upon
the poor emigrants with all the fury of a tornado. The winds Hétera piercing blast; the
pitiless snow beat fiercely against their thinly clad and weak fomiwpdigegrew chill within
their veins, and death, with glaring eyes, stared them in thAlfdteat night did the storm
rage, nor did it abate in the least the whole of the next day; asigtitevas passed in the
relentless storm, and it was only by the most superhuman effortsRéddrand his men,
that the lives of the party were preserved. The fire had sunk into a pit iovihersmty feet
deep, and it required the most unceasing toil to save it fromstingctige power of the snow.
Another morning dawned upon the vast white blank of nature, but brought wedther;
another night spread its sable curtain over this world of snow, #éinel gifiless storm howled
among the towering silver coated piresiorning dawned, fair and bright, the wind subsided,
and the frozen mist sank upon the white bosom of the mountains; buheyowad the
misfortune to lose one of their numiéttle Isaac Donner, who died of starvation, for their
provision had given out when the storm first came on. Whes preposed to start once
more, a portion of the party objected, and under no consideiaidd they be prevailed
upon to leave the camp; the rest feeling bowad, life remained, to make every exertion to
reach the settlement, proceeded on their way. Owing to the softiiessnow, their journey
was very toilsome, and the air became colder until they reachedaathey had no idea of
the effect of the cold upon them until a fire was started, whenndagiing place in their
limbs, their agony was intense. So severe was the pain they suffered thaittfaaftirge
the cravings of hunger. The next day they travelled ten miles, amétheas of many having
bursted, they could have been racked the whole distance by their blogchadhew been
four days without provision, but at this camp, to their great joy,dbenten, who had been
dispatched to the caches, came in with a little provision, the cause d#lélyeivas, finding
the first cache had been robbed by Marten, they proceeded to thendetkte great storm
coming upon them, they were obliged to wait until it abated. Ine@drathese supplies,
they proceeded, and two days after they reached the camp of bthwaith, in Bear River
Valley. As soon as Mr. Reed and party reached Mr. Woodwadimp, they urged him to
proceed immediately to the relief of those who had beamldfe east side of the mountains,
and the party that had remained at the head of Juba valley; the Hiaximg very little
provision, the latter none whatever. But Mr. Woodworth and palnign gazing upon the
pale and emaciated forms of the emigrants, and saw pictured upaotiignances the
evidences of most intense suffering, and looked forward to the sddingemust be
surmounted before they could reach and relieve the poor emigrantguéiled before the
prospect, and refused to proceed without a pilot. A pilot was, mpnesdies$because the
tracks made by the snow shoes of the party which had just arrived, wesifficiplyt to
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guide them to Juba valley, from which Juba river was a surdungekeys lake, near the
cabins. Of all this Mr. Woodworth was informed, but he utterly refused to proceeadt witho
pilot. At the end of two days, a large majority of Mr. Rgedity volunteered to go with him.
They went, and on their arrival at the head of Juba vthkkgyfound the party that Mr. Reed
had left. Three persons were dead, and the survivors were subsititieig dead bodies.
After making the necessary arrangements for this party to proceedrtovBr, the relief
company proceeded to the cabins, where they found that six more had diétt siteeds
visit. Gathering the survivors, they carried all the effectscoftipany, and returned to Bear
Valley And now after three month starvation, among the snow-capped mountains, the
survivors of this unfortunate company are tilling the soil, beneath the pespeteers of
the vallies of California.

Grandison B. Crow Goes to Oregon

Grandison B. Crow, born in Chester County, Kentucky, was raised in Sangamon County,
lllinois. He went to Oregon in 1847. In September 1848, he went to California, gold having been
discovered there in June 1848. After spending eighteen years there, he returned to Sangamon
County in 1866, and lived at the family homestead in Ball Towrf8hip.

83 Power, p. 235.
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1848

There was only one letter and one Sangamon County resident who went west in 1848. This
was the year gold was discovered in California and material describing thaisanehtded here
The impact of this discovery would have a tremendous impact on Sangamon County residents i
WKH IROORZLQJ \HDU 0DQ\ ZRXOG JR ZHVW DV fUV

32. Penn Letter About the Benefits of Illinois Compared to the Far West
Journal, Thursday, January 6, 18%8

lllinois vs Oregon.

To the Editors of the Journal: | have seen in your paper s@veraisting communications
from persons resident in Oregon and California. Comparatisgrger in your State, | have
noticed the great avidity with which those accounts are sought forreggers. Independent
of the fact, that some of their acquaintances are not residingenréinaote regions; those
countries are to them fanciful portions of the earth, in stahdscape and in health. Itis said
that quote distance lends enchantment to the pfavd | am apprehensive that those who
have gone to those distant places have found on a near andmitiee ¥iew Oregon, that
that country, like all others, possesses advantages and disadvantagesfoaadstiet an
exception into a rule which applies to the greatest portion of this mundane sphere.

| have already made a longer introduction to this communication, then, perhaps, asynecess
While your readers have been interested in your letters@mmon; 3 |, residing near the
shores of the Atlantic, had been no less interested in reading accounts of thesjre#iaNe
wonderful adaptation of its soil for producing crdp# s great natural avenues for commerce

3 and the immense advantages it offers to the farming classitizens? More particularly
those who have little means, but who has strong hearts and armslasa@us, by the extra
exertions of a few years, to make themselves comfortable withadchageipon them. And

all these particulars, | have not been disappointed in passingorbeautiful state. True, it

is not Eden3 true, it is not a country of which it may be Said

‘No chilling wind, or poisonous breath; Sickness and sorrow, paireatid dre felt and
feared no moreu

But, like other countries, it is subjected to some of those ills mhiied the difference
between the sorrows of earth and the beauties of heaven: bus dbéaeseen able to learn,
except in some locations on Rivers, in the neighborhood of paotuts, @l sluggish streams,
3 the mortality is less than in the rural districts of theraaghtes. Consumptions, of which
| have heard of some cases here, generally results froma aadeneglected colds and
exposures; they are not, as in some parts of my own state, tatyedesdiase of families, which
sometimes take off several members in a few months time. ddeavthere, in a family of
four sisters, three of them, within as many months, struck down by this fatal disease. There is
sickness here: it is such as is incident to the settlement of edlumtries: the turning up of
the new Prairié the opening of sluices to carry off stagnant waters, expbsatse sickness,
painful, vaccinations, and sometimes fatal. But where have we not sickheath?
Immortality is less here, | repeat, then in the agricultural portions of frtheyodd states.

But Illinois has positive advantages. | have examined with admiration andhgetighitous
advantages of your prairie country for settlenfevthat would our eastern farmers say were
| to tell them that all which is required to put the wild jer&ir order to receive the seed for
crops, is merely to turn over the natural award by a plow drawn ygkevof oxen? That

84 Journal, Thursday, January 6, 1848 3.
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done, and the land fenced, and there is no further trouble. Therdimber to clear off®

no stumps to annoy for yeatdbut a deep soil, in most cases from eighteen inches to two feet
deep, a deposit which invites us to draw upon it, to any extent, for thbmentiand growth

of crops, 3 and it scarcely ever fails to honor the draft. With swsil & with a favorable
climate 3 with a reasonable share of healtith a fair marketthe farmer has all the elements

to secure himself competerite bring up his family respectadtly assist in establishing about
him the institutions of education and religiérthus securing to himself and those for whom
he feels the deepest interest, the blessings of the present life, and happiness hereafter.

I might go on, Messrs. Editors, (for this is a fruitful theme,) and give my \tesvditdérent
portions of the State for new agricultural settlements. lllinois is the ggarddre spot, of
the mighty valley of the West. You and | may not live to see it,thint svifew years its
advantages will be appreciated and enjoyed by millions of inhabitants. Who timeit itgill
internal improvements? How many rail roads will be redjtoraccommodate its population,
and to carry to market the immensity of her products?

lllinois in preference to Oregon or California for me. @#fmay enjoy themselves in the wild
scenes of the Farthrest Wedtthe Far West satisfies me. Here | shall not be beyond the
reach of my Eastern friends] can visit them If | choose. | can go back and renew my love
for those places where | wandered in youth and innocenaevikitdhe graves of my parents,
and shed anew tears to their memory. Oregon is not for me.

These reflections, Messrs. Editors, passedityanind, while, a stranger here, last October,
| traveled over, in different directions, your beautiful county, anctimties of Christian,
Logan and McLean. How was | entranced almost with the sdbeesgil, the climate, at that
beautiful season. How heavy were the burthens of corn which rested etdshadiv
numerous the cattle which lived rejoicing in their freedom upopréliges; and even the
swine grunted forth evidence of the fatness of the land!

In some of these sojournings | passed over the entire fblanlohn Grigg, Esq. of
Philadelphia. In 1836, this gentleman vested counties. Generally thiyrtweate entries.
In Christian county large tracts have been converted intashiiogriand beautiful farms.
Saving the absence of fruit and ornamental trees, the growtbhoiswhée work of time3 on

a casual look you would say, that the appearance of thesmfécatied that fifteen years of
labor had been expended upon them. You could hardly realizeithetiat the first attempt
at improvement only dated back two and at most three years. Andvétseyet room for
scores of additional farms, all of which would possess great natural advantages.

While, therefore, you indulge the fancy of your readers, in gthieginteresting
communications which you receive from Oregon, (for | like to readrihesalf, as | read in
other days the adventures of Mr. Robinson Crusoe.) | hope youtdtget that you live in
the centre of the Great Mississippi valley, and that in a less numdgsmsdhgt have elapsed
since the declaration of American Independémddle the population of Oregon may reach
that of the population of lllinokhis valley will contain fifty millions of inhabitants, and will
enjoy all the advantages of a dense population of concentrated wealth.

Penn

Gold Discovered at Sutter§ Mill
January 24, 1848

The California Gold Rush began on January 24, 1848, when gold was discovered at
Sutter§ Mill on the American River. James W. Marshall, a foreman working for Sanotam
pioneer John Sutter, found pieces of shiny metal in the tailrace of a lumbeviam#ihall quietly
brought what he found to Sutter, and the two of them privately tested tiregEndThe tests
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showed Marshal particles to be gold. Sutter wanted to keep the news quiet becausetie fea
what would happen to his plans for an agricultural empire if there were a mass segaiti. for

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Just days after the discovery at SsitMdill, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed,
ending the Mexican-American War and leaving California in the handsliitee States.

At the time, the population of the territory consisted of 6,500 Californmsdpmd Spanish

or Mexican decent); 700 foreigners (primarily Americans); an@005Blative Americans
(barely half the number that had been there when Spanish settlers arrived in 1769).

By mid-March 1848, at least one newspaper was reporting that large quantiias of
were being turned up at Sut@Mill. Though the initial reaction in San Francisco was disbelief,
newspaper publisher and merchant Samuel Brannan set off a frenzy when he paraded through town
displaying a vial of gold obtained from SutfeCreek. The most famous quote of the California
Gold Rush was by Brannan shoutidgold! Gold! Gold from the American River!

By mid-June, some three-quarters of the male population of San Franciscot hewrief
for the gold mines.

By July, word of the gold discovery had reached Hawaii.

By August 1848, the news had reached Oregon, and soon people began arriving from the
ranches and towns of Southern California, Sonora, and provinces of northern Mexico.y,Rapid|
word was reaching even such faraway places as Chili and Rernews spread of the fortunes
being made in California, the first migrants to arrive were thoselands accessible by boat, such
asOregon, the Sandwich Islands (now Hawaii), Mexico, Chile, Peru and even China. Prospectors,
from the East sailed around Cape Horn. Some hiked across the Isthmus of Pandoynd, 848
about 40,000 came to San Franciso by sea alone. By August 1848, the hills above the river were
strewn with wood huts and tents and the number of miners in the area reached 4,009 erigly
of 1849, the non-native population of the California territory was some 100,00Q4oed with
the pre-1848 figure of less than 1,000).

L % ‘ 2 OSKOSH PUBLIC LIBRARY
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John Sutter had ambitious dreams of creating an entpeeNew Helvetia in the
Sacramento Valley. But his great fiefdom was destroyed because all of higghadid Sutte$
Fort were lost to the ever-increasing masses seizing everything in pursuit of instémt wea

85 This photo, online courtesy of the Oskosh Library,
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Gathered information estimated that about 4000 people were workingése abiout half of
whom were Indians, and that some $30,000 to $50,000 worth of gold wasifeingvery
day. At the close of 1848, high water ended the first mining seasothebritwere
approximately 5,000 miners still working, and new strikes were being madeyevery da

On August 19, 1848, théew York Heralovas the first major newspaper on the East Coast to
report that there was a gold rush in California. Gold feskerckff there in earnest, however,
after December 5, 1848, when President James K. Polk amubtire positive results of a
report in his inaugural address. As Polk wrdtbe accounts of abundance of gold are of
such an extraordinary character as would scarcely command belieéywaced corroborated

by the authentic reports of officers in the public sefvice.

At first, the prospectors retrieved the gold from streams anokdgausing simple techniques,
such as panning, and later developed more sophisticated methods of gelg thabwere
adopted around the world. Gold worth billions of toslapllars was recovered, leading to
great wealth for a few. Many, however, returned home with little mothdhatarted with.

San Francisco had been a tiny settlement before the rush beganregithents learned of
the discovery, it at first became a ghost town of abandoned ships rmegbbasivhose owners
joined the Gold Rush, but it then boomed as merchants and new peogptel.arfiihe
population of San Francisco exploded from perhaps 1,000 in 18480@0 2ill-time
residents by 1850. As with many boomtowns, the sudden influx of gtapied the
infrastructure of San Francisco and other towns near the goldfietise lived in tents, wood
shanties, or deck cabins removed from abandoned ships.

As news of the discovery spread, some 300,000 people came to California from due Unit
States and abroad during the period 1848 to 1855. This was the California Gold Ruslly arguab
one of the most significant events to shape American history during thefiref the 19th century.
A total of $2 billion worth of gold was extracted from the area dutiegsold Rush, which peaked
in 1852.

In what has been referred to as ffiest world-class gold rushithere was no easy way to
get to California; forty-niners faced hardship and often death on the way todHeetgtd. At first,
most Argonauts, as they were also known, traveled by sea. From the East Coast, a sademg voy
around the tip of South America would take five to eight months, and cover some 18,000 nautical
miles.

These early gold-seekers traveled to California overland across the maoamdain
alternative route was to sail to the Atlantic side of the Isthmusaoh#&ao take canoes and
mules for a week through the jungle, and then on the Pacific side, to wait for anghfprsaili
San Francisco. There was also a route across Mexico stareng @ruz. Eventually, most
gold-seekers took the overland route across the continental Unieexl gdaticularly along
the California Trail. Each of these routes had its own deadly hdmamdshipwreck to
typhoid fever to cholera.They came from what is now the Mid West and western
Pennsylvania. While most of the newly-arrived were Americans, lthéR@h also
attracted tens of thousands from Latin America, Europe, Australia and Asia.

The upheaval was enormous. Native American cultures that had lastedusands of
years in California were lost and destroyed. But the Mormon economwlirfldurished with the
large gold riches funneled into their banks. The old Mexican province suddenly beceame
state.

San Francisco grew from a tiny hamlet of tents to a boomtown, and roads, churches, schools
and other towns were built. A system of laws and a government were created, leatimg to
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admission of California as a state in 1850. New methods of transportatioopdl/ak steamships
came into regular service and railroads were built. The business of agricutlii@n@ $ next
major growth field, was started on a wide scale throughout the state. Hothev@nld Rush also
had negative effects: Native Americans were attacked and pushed off tradéimsland gold
mining caused environmental harm.

Travel by Sea

A NEW AND MAGNIFICENT CLIPPER FOR BAN FRANCISCO.
MARCHANTS' EXPRESE LINE OF OLIPPER BMIFPS )
Loading wose but Piret.Clase Vesels and Regulerly Dispatabisg the grostest wsasbes
- )“ ARJORL NEW OUTANLOUY CUFTER sy

L_‘_IEORNIA
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To meet the demands of the new arrivals, ships bearing goodsrénamd ¢he worle+
porcelain and silk from China, ale from Scotlgalired into San Francisco as well. Upon
reaching San Francisco, ship captains found that their crews desertedt dodheegold
fields. The wharves and docks of San Francisco becarastafanasts, as hundreds of ships
were abandoned. Enterprising San Franciscans then took oveatthrdened ships and
turned them into warehouses, stores, taverns, hotels, and one IntMarjgiof these ships
were later destroyed and used for landfill to create more buildable lhadoomtown.

Instruction to Emigrants
Immigration to Californi&

Do not wish to hasten any good citizens out of lllieisuld much rather do all in our power
to keep them here, and get thousands from abroad to join them andebsases that may, in
our rich soil instead of toiling among the Sands of Califérbid, we know that, all over the
Union, many are panting to go after the glittering treasurer, so that it is but commaoityhu
to look up for them all the information which may serve to niae passage together safe
and comfortable. Such information has been communicated to thsvileuCourier, by
Edwin Bryant, well known as the author of a book calléd¢hat | saw in Californiau

8 First published in 1848\hat | Saw in Californias recognized as the foremost trail guide for Boety-niners.
Almost overnight, Edwin Bryant became their auttyoon how to survive the grueling passage from preshelence,
Missouri, to San Francisco, and how to prosper irPtfoenised Land. He also served as a literary mindehe
GLDULVWY DPRQJ WKHP +LV RSNOPOLOF RGRHNWY EDVEEQVH & ARER K WKHWR XU ZHVW L
Kentucky newspaperman, it had been an undertakitigam uncertain outcome, since the overland wa# still
IDLQW DQG WKH IDEOHG UHPPRWHVWIDADIORWRUPRZDYV WGEB QHAB) VOUADIQMW MW SDUW\ |
into the Mexican War. For toddyV U HEh@&tH 8w in Californias more than a trail guide. It is a valuable
primary source of information about the westerirgezience. In sharp detail, the book portraydbjrtveddings,
and deaths on the trail and the strategies of mdm@men desperately trying to survive in the atlwenof their
lives. It includes an early account of the Donmagedy and of the kaleidoscopic life in Califorimamediately
following the American conquest. www.nebraskapregdsdu/universitysf-nebraska-press/9780803260702/
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First the best and shortest route is, via Independence or St. Joseph, Mo. So, tarfR@t Lar
Southpass, Fort Hall the sink of Maryiver, etc. the old route. The emigrant by taking this
route will certainly reaches destination in good season and without disaster.

Second the lightest wagon, have strength to carry 2500 pounds,hgkhengest desirable.
This wagon can be hauled by three or four yolks of oxen or six mues.tr@vel about 15
miles perday. PacR XOHV FDQ RQO\ EmerHd P&t® withtb&kErules can make
the journey and less time by one month then in vgagoarrying with them, however nothing
more than provisions, clothing and ammunition.

Third the provisions necessary, per man are as folfotusndred and 50 pounds of flqur
one hundred 50 pounds bacon: 25 pounds coffee: 30 pounds sugar. Aesetitéms, a
small quantity of rice, 50 or 75 pounds of crackers, dried peattheand a keg of lard, with
salt, pepper, etc.

Fourth every man should be provided with a good rifle, and isvéemveith a pair of pistols,
5 pounds of powder and 10 of lead. Revolving belt pistol niayrtzbuseful. With the wago
there should be carried such carpenters tools as a handsaw, auger, ghisel, shaving
knife, etc. and ax, hammer and hatchet. This last weapon every man steoitloh tés belt
ZLWK WKH KXQWHUYV«

Fifth from Independence to the first settlement in California, which isheegold region, is
about 2050 milesto ___ to San Francisco is about 2290 miles.

Six the accounts of the gold mines and other minds in Californiedangbotedly true. Thege
derived from the most authentic and reliable sources

Seventh what could a young man or a man with a family, with or wighrogssion, do,
should be immigrate to California?

Answer when he arrives there he must turn his attention to whatever seems $e pinemi
largest recompence for his labor.

Families as well as parties going out, should carry with them good tents, to fber tiseid a
arrival as houses. The climate, however even in winter iklgbat)iwith good tenants, As
what they purchased their after they arrived home, they will be conpeidsda high price
for.

Eight immigrants should be at Independence, or the point of starting byil2@#pstart as
soon thereafter as the grass will permit. This is sometimes bgttobMay, and sometimes
10 days later.

The immigrants, should not take the route via the south end of theajréaks, but continue
on by Fort Hall, when they will again enter set his route onsMRixer, about 100 miles from
his headwaters. On this route they will always, except in two instatheestefr and grass
within short distances.

Mr. Harris Pilots Company of Oregon Emigrants
Journal, Thursday, March 2, 1848.

Oregon Emigrants? Appearances indicate that a large immigration will be madegor©
during the present year. Already about 40 families are in Saph Jekesouri} and the

87 Journal Thursday, March 2, 1848, p. 1.
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neighborhood, awaiting the spring time, when they will set out for that co@utijoonia.

We anticipate that many hundreds will congregate at this place thefdirst of May, and
cross the river here. We advise those who intend moving todditiweise countries at any
time, to do so as early as practicable. The great indudememiigrating is to get a good tract
of land, and prudence suggests that the more he made soon, otherwise the imolst desir
portions of the country will be settled. There can be no doubt, we apgréterOregon will

be cared for the present Congress. The only reason given fogawiziorg to territory the
last session of Congress, was the want of time, and that reason wibhmibtisisession, for
they take their time, stbheen a long session.

Mr. Harris is still in the neighborhood of St. Joseph, and Vaitl picompany to Oregon or
California. St. Joseph is still his head quarters, and he will start froncéhis pla

Mr. Wiggins Safe in Oregon Territory
Journal, Wednesday, August 16, 18488

* ¥5Advices hive been récdivedfrom O-
regon, which state that My, Wiggins and his
party, who were supposed to be lost in the
California mountains, arrived in. safety in
Oregon territory last fall.

Grandison B. Crow Goes to California From Oregon

In September 1848, Grandison B. Crow went from Oregon to California, gold having been
discovered there in June 1848. After spending eighteen years there, he returned to Sangamon
County in 1866, and lived at the family homestead in Ball Towrf8hip.

Benjamin R. Biddle Active Citizen of Springfield: Plans to Go to Oregon Territory

In 1848, Benjamin R. Biddle (1808-1882) was a 40 year-"
resident of Springfield, lllinois. By trade he was a tailor, but he no lor
practiced that trade. He was active in community affairs, servin
President of the Mechani§dnion, trustee of the Springfield City Scho
and being a member of the temperance movemeanpolitics, he was a
Whig.

For some time, Benjamin R. Biddle had talked of going west to the Ol
Territory where his sister, Harriet, and her husband, Hamilton Camp
lived. The death of his father pushed this dream to the foréfréte. £

decided to go in the spring of 1849e wanted to see for himself if thags
country was as beautiful and well adapted for home making as
represented to be. He planned to take a load of merchaniisé&im,
with which to pay the expenses of the trip. Then, if he could makc ... =™
proper arrangements, he would return in the spring of 1851 for his famiBenjamin R. Biddle

88 Journal Wednesday, August 16, 1848, p. 1.
89 Power, p. 235.
9% And This Is Our Heritagep. 8485.
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Slavery Prompts Benjamin Robert Biddle to Go West

There was even talk of war between the Slave States and thé Gedermment. It did not
seem possible that the grandchildren of the men who had fought to fréeeafandrestablish
the Union, could war among themselves and destroy that union; but men tweradeal,
and there were times when it seemed that such a thing might happeps Pevar did come,
just as Henry and Robert were reaching manhood, they would be cellety tarms against
their own people, of the South.

It would be much better for them all to go West and leave this tursatond than to have
their fine boys carried off to fight against their own flesh andl. bAnd so B. R. and Maria
thought longingly of the home that could be founded in the ¥&dtom the bitterness and
political confusion that threatened to engulf them. Dr. CarduweeMary thought the same
way about the matter. Father and Mother Biddle had grown too old to attempéatle sz
journey; and B. R. would not consider leaving them while they rnigiededd depended on
him.*

California Emigrants Meet at Sangamon County Court House
December 30, 1848
Journal Friday, December 29, 1848

Who s bound for California?
= All persons who feel iuterested:-in the California
Expedition will meet at the Court House to-morrow
(Saturdn)) ev unmg, at aarly candle-llght. e
dec 28 2d e Many PEnsons.

e 4 v . = -—a L aw

William F. Cutter Goes to California

William F. Cutter was born on October 8, 1828, in Sangamon County, lllinaishel
Mexican War, he served one year from June 1846, in the 4th lllinois Inf., GotléE. D. Baker.
In 1848, Cutter went to California where he spent several years in mining and eliedoth
consumptior??

James Francis Reed and the California Gold Rush

In the spring of 1848, James F. Reed joined the Gold Rush, finding ridhg#igg the
Placerville area. Returning to San Jose in the fall of that year, he begative community life.
The family settled on a 500-acre ranch between First Street and Coyote Creeki is mdva
downtown San Jose.

Reed became a real estate developer as wakpsculator in various mining enterprises.
Subdivision of the Reed land in 1849 resulted in the naming of Reed, Carrie rélakgyes,
Lewis, Martha, Patterson, and Virginia Streets in honor of Reed family mentiergresent day
Reed School was named after Frazier O. Reed, a grandson of James Reed. Dushigtha C
statehood process, Reed was a leading proponent of a plan to make San Joseathaf capi
California, and he went so far as to donate four city blocks to the cause.

%1 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 8586.

92 And This Is Our Heritagep. 8687.

9 Journal Friday, December 29, 1848, p. 4.
9 Power, p. 240-241.
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1849

During the year 1849, 76 residents of Sangamon County were struck with gold fever and
went west to California. Three of the 76 are recorded as taking thdiiefaand those in the
families are unnumbered. Fifteen of them wrote 54 letters during 1849isThesmost prolific
letter writing year of the years under consideration. The names oftdrealed journal writers are
listed here with the number of their legand journal reports.

Benjamin Watson 13 letters to his wife.
Benjamin Robert Biddle 12 letters/journal reports
Charles Maltby 2 letters
Elijah Cook Matheny 5 letters
Charles Ludlam 2 letters
Franklin Hickox 2 letters
Eli Cook 6 letters to his wife
John B. Watson 5 journal reports
Alfred R. Elder
William L. Todd
Christopher Logan
Isaac Constant
William Enyert
Philip Weber
Robert F.Coflin
The @9ers Come to California

Waves of immigrants from around the world, later called ¥bety-niners,” invaded the
Gold Country of California.As John Sutter had feared, he was ruined. His workers left in search
of gold, and squatters invaded his land and stole his crops and cattle. Althoughrigdtter t
desperately to find ways to profit from the discovery, both he and John Masbhadlanjoyed the
wealth, power, and prestige they felt they deserved.

Throughout 1849, people living in the United States (mostly men) borrowed money,
mortgaged their property, spent their life savings and left their families anddvanseto go west
to California in pursuit of gold Wives left behind took on new responsibilities such as running
farms or businesses and caring for their children.

During the winter and early spring of 1849, a great deal of property chaagés im and
about Springfield. Men sold or mortgaged their holdings to raise money to financtifiseio
the California gold fields. They planned and worked hard in order to be ready tasssaxin as
the grass began to grow in the spragghey had to have feed for their stock along the way.

By the fall of 1849 gold fever had spread worldwide. Companies were bemgdan
Great Britain, Germany, and France. Miners were recruited from China. The Gold Rush lessened
some of the burdens of world-wide economic problems: the potato famineamdiregvolution in
France, Germany, and Italy; Taiping Rebellion and opium wars in China.

By the end of 1849 there were 40,000 people in the mines and the non-native population
of California was estimated at 100,000, (as compared with 20,000 at the end of 184&iadd ar
800 in March 1848). To accommodate the needs oid®ers, gold mining towns sprung up all
over the region, complete with shops, saloons, brothels and other businesses. The overcrowded
chaos of the mining camps and towns grew ever more lawless, including rampant banditry,
gambling, prostitution and violence. San Francisco developed a bustling economy and became the
central city of northern California.
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In late 1849, California applied to enter the Union with a constitution piiegesiawvery,
provoking a crisis in Congress between proponents of slavery and abolitionists. Actotteg
Compromise of 1850, proposed by Kentugk$enator Henry Clay, California was allowed to enter
as a free state, while the territories of Utah and New Mexico were left openitie the question
for themselves.

John S. Bradford, Nurse, Eli Cook, Eaton Leave For California Via Panama

5™ A party of gentlemen Const e
. -lﬂt - P -
mer, of Alton, H: "Q. Roberts, of St. T.oi i ohr
Bradford, Messrs, ' Nursé, Cook, Eaton.. and oot
other of Springfield, scven in all, armed and conin.
ped with every thmé necessary, started last’ ?v |pl-
tl‘rom‘,St.’;Loms,' tor: California, via Pandma, J’ee{
sonville Argus.:: i ocory s T TR ‘-","f‘?-_' :

RegisterFriday, January 19, 18%0
Eli Cook Goes to California-1849

In 1849 at age 40, Eli Cook left for the Pacific Coast without his faamiti/died in Nevada
City, California on March 25, 1853. Eli was born on November 4, 1809 in Butlenty;dDhio
and married there on April 7, 1829 to Sarah Jones who was born on February 2y P8€lSle
County, Ohio. They moved to Indiana and from there to Effingham County, lllinois and thence to
Springfield in 1837. They had nine children. Eli Cook was a hatter by trade &wlefblthat
businessin Springfield. He was Mayor of Springfield three terms in 1846, 47 affdH48travelled
west from St. Joseph, Missouri in 1849 to Sacramento, California befomegsittNevada City
and operating a dry goods business.

John S. Bradford Goes to California
January 1, 1849

On January 1, 1849, John S. Bradford, age 34, started for California from Springfield. He
went there by the Isthmus of Panama, and was eighty-seven days on the Paaificr€uzhing
San Francisco on May 20, 1849.

He [John S. Bradford] was born June 9, 1815, in Philadelphia, PanisylMis father was a
native of Delaware and died in Philadelphia in 1816. Johndetmé&ade of a book-binder
in Philadelphia. In 1835, he decided to see something of the countstaatedi on a
pedestrian tour of the City of Mexico. He made his way to Pittsburg arfdowetitere by
boat to Cincinnati and from there to Dayton, Ohio, and finally arrived at Ridhindiana
There he abandoned his purpose of visiting the land of the Azteckaasdreopportunity to
work at his trade, and while in that city was induced to join a corps of Unite@gjateers
who were constructing a wagon road known asNhgonal Roadufrom Cumberland,
Maryland to Vandalia, then the capital of lllinois, at which point the ergydisbanded, the
capital being in transit then to Springdfield.

In December, 1840, Bradford came to Springfield, and irsphieg of 1841 he bought the
interest of Mr. Burchell in the book bindery of Burchell & Johnsa@hketame one of the

% Register Friday, Jan 19, 1849, p.
% Power, pp. 227-228.
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firm of Johnson & BradfordSoon after coming to Springfield he became a member of the
Springfield Cadets, of which he was appointed Lieutenant, and through his@omnicthe
military organizations of lllinois he finally was enabled tocdetrf Mexican soil. During the
Mormon troubles the cadets were ordered to Nauvoo by Gov. Fo#thdhd did good
service there. In 1846 Bradford enlisted in Company A, Fouirtbiglinfantry, commanded

by Col. E. D. Baker, and was commissioned Quartermaster efjisent by Gov. Ford, and

as such he accompanied it to Mexico. After his arrival irotlnatrg he was made Commissary
of the United States Army. He was present at the bombardment and captera Cruz, was

at the battle of Cerro Gordo, and in other battles, returning with his regimpribggi€d in
184797

John S. Bradford was married on July 15, 1841, in Brandenburgcldeniu Adaline M.
Semple, who was born in October 1817, in Cumberland Countyydkgnt Her brother,
James Semple, was at that time Charge de Affaires to Blead&rafterwards United States
Senator from lllinois, and still later one of the Judges of the SuprmteoClilinois.

The result of that war securing to us California and the discovery of gold,

When the military commander of that department of the Pacd&red a government to be
formed for a new State of California, he was elected &segpira district extending north to
Oregon, east to the Sacramento River, and south to the Bayfoh8aisco. The Legislature
organized the State and divided it into counties without ever havinlgipassgh a territorial
probation. Bradford was re-elected as a member of the Legistatl®80, his district
composed of the five counties of Solano, Napa, Sonoma, Meodond Marin, being a
portion of the district he represented in the first Legislature.

In 1851 Bradford returned to Springfield, his family havingiremahere, and his business
relations with Mr. Johnson having continued. He became an actieéigublic life: he has
served the county of Sangamon, in 1857, as Superintendent of Publicdnsind:tvas one
of the Commissioners to divide the county into townships and namekligesarved the city
of Springfield as Treasurer, Alderman and Mayor.

When lllinois was called on for 6,000 of the 75,000 men td theerebels, Bradford was
appointed by Gov. Yates as commissary, with the rank of LieutenamgtGosocommission
bearing date April 16, 1861, being the first commission issued by GavinYaianection
with the war to suppress the rebellion. He prepared quarters fostielfliers rendezvoused
by the State, and called it Camp Yates.

Bradford severed his connection with the firm of Johnson & Bradford in 1868paned a
book store in Springfield, which he sold out in 1873, and movdzktdeen, Mississippi. He
returned to Springfield in November 1875. Mr. and Mrs. Bradf@d seven children in
Springfield®

In 1876, Bradford became Crier for the Court and subsequently was apjbiitesd States
Commissioner. He is one of the staunchest members of the Caioquarty in this section
of the country and is a prominent member of the Masonic order and a Knight Templar.

Bradford was one of the leading members of St. ®&pliscopal Church, in which he is Senior
or Parish Warden.

97 Portrait & Biographical Aloum of Sangamon Coupitiinois, Chicagg Chapman Brothers, 1891,130. (Hereafter
referred to a4891 History)
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24551868n-s_-bradford Power, p. 130.

% Power, p. 130-131.
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Journal Newspaper Articles in January 1849

W

A gentleman from Panamm. states, that .
‘there must be at that point, at this time,
L6 000 persons, wmlmg for p.nage fo San
|ancuco.

. The New York Commercial states, that .
the gold fever in that city is rapidly declin- Z
ling, and that not half the vessels aduruml ,
wﬂl‘ sail for . Clhfornm. .

Several of our young men have left for
Cllifdmia. They are among our best.

At a California meeting on Saturday
night, held at the court house, some: 6
‘names were handed in by. persons “who de-
sign to leave for California in the Spring..
The meetmg stands ldjonrned to be helda
the same place on Snturday evening next. .

Journag/Tuesday, January 2, 18%0.

o :ﬂla ‘California Bill. .-
The fo!lowmg is'a copy of: the s b m!-ouuced by

¢ ; Fare o El lh{rld SoEe Ji’alga Dougids in the U. 5, Sem'c, for the admis-
¢ The Nuw York Journial of {Dommerce has !heio!- “of- Cahforh:a into the Union g3 8 slate !
lowing in Atiswer to the"frequent inquirjes made 4. Bill for the ndmeission of Callfornin fato 14

with regard'to the expgnse uf?'a trlP‘ _ | Unisn as a State,
by thie most expedxtmup: i ,m stenm fis Br it’ mucferl by the Senate and House of Repre-

vaseels s o & sentaiives of the United Stales of JAmerica in Con-
; & ~-gress assembled, That all that portion of the terri-

I‘rom New Ybrk to Ohag salos = $150 tory of the Umted States, which -was acquired by
i« eabing - 120 Ihe“lreaty of. peace, friendship, limits, and- settle-.

Panama to: S'm Frnneuca, in-saloon; - - 250" ment Wit the'sepubli¢ of Mexico, coneluded Feb-

:f-.. ‘a6 : i ‘cabin, - 200 - ruary 2, 1843, shall be one state: and the same is
For plnces at a less dlstance,nto the acnth ol‘Sxm " hereby UYecured to be one of thte United Staes of

i -America,’ ony 2n° equal, footing with the original

‘stztes in: all. respects whatsoever, by the name and

title of the state of Californias Provided, That con-

IL’;’;"ZThe commercial editor of the N, V. Tribune
says, that in Wall street it is estimated that after
the first of. March, the "Atlantic’ atates wn! \Teceive
gold to the amount of $3,000,000 a month, from
California,~ This amount can be eauly absorbed in
the ordmavy blmness of the country '

RegisterWednesday, January 3, 13’3@

% Journal Tuesday, January 2, 18492p.
100 Register Wednesday, January 3, 18492.
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k Telegraphic Despatches: ..

FOR THE DAILY STATE REGISTEh. '

| A long despatch was received, but not in time
for to-day’s paper. : vy

The Overland Roule to Califoraia.

The St. Louis Reveille gives the following . items
in relation to the expenses attending the ‘overland”
journey to California: ' ; !

To go-in companies of ten persons;. agsociating
with other “companies, . so as to “make a caravan
sufficiently strong, the expenses - will ‘be’somewhat'
as follows: : N R
One wajron, harness, and _eight giod”,

: mules, ‘would' ‘cost the. party’ '
about, = - - - - -

For ninety days, nine- hundred ra. .
tions of flour, at one and a quar- .
ter barrels to-the ration;. (1wo

* ounces more than full army ra-

tion,) twelve hundred pounds, : 30 00
Ninety rations of porle,.(tliree quars: i

ters of & pound to” the ration, )

for each persou, making six

hundred and seventy-five pounds

$900 00

in all,about, - - - w 47 00 |
Coffee, sugar, pepper, salt, &ec., for ‘|
each person, about $,3 making 30 00

Gooking utensils, tin plates, coffee
' pots, camp Kettles, &e.,for a
parly of ten persons, large esti-
mate, - . - - - 30 00

; $1,037 00
Making ¢103 70 as the cost of transportation

and provisions to each person. To this, add expense
of.tents, and contingencies, and ‘the total wiil: be
about §$110 00 to.each member of the party, Fire
arms, ammunition; and clothing will: cost-as much
to go by Panama as across the plains.

RegisterSaturday, January 6, 1848.

Jason Coke Henkle to Leave For California

Dissolution of Partnership.:
FTVHE partnership heretofore- existing between'ts C.
[‘ HENKLE and T. 8. LITTLE; under the name _‘and
style of Little & Henkle, .in #his. day dissolved:hy mu-
tual eoncent; therefore, all.persons indehted to said
firm MUST call ana settle. MM EDIATELY. Mr: Hen .,
kle leaves . in afew;days for Califorria, andthe busis”
pese must begettled.  Lon’t wait to be called on.

Jannary '8, 1895 [y L T e o Tt g

T

Journa/Wednesday, January 10, 1849

was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, Illindfs.

Benjamin R. Biddle Changes Plans to Go to Oregor_1 Territory
Plans to Go to California Where Gold Had Been Discovered

4918

Jason Coke Henkle was born on October 10, 1820 in what is now Pendleton County, West
Virginia. He came to Springfield on July 8 , 1838. He died on November 3, 18ge &7 and

As stories of the fabulous riches of gold found along the California sresexhed t_he
States, the Oregon Territory was almost forgotten by the_: mad_ rush o_fsmkdrs streaming
westward to California. News of the discovery of gold in California induzegroup of 21

101 Register Saturday, January 6, 1849 3p.
102 Journal Wednesday, January 10, 18493p.
103 power,p. 369.
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Sangamon County citizens to form an association, The lllinois and California INtusugance
Company. Benjamin R. Biddle acted as their secretary.

Benjamin R. Biddle had initially planed on going to the Oregon Territomng utsesister and
brotherin-law were living. When he heard of the gold found in Califdreidecided to go
there instead. In the few months before spring, he put his affaideim s that his family
could live in comfort while he was away.

John B. Weber and Benjamin R. Biddle Decide to Go to California Together

Benjamin R. Biddle and John B. Weber decided to go to Califol
together as part dfhe lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Compan
Weber had finished his work of copying ttinois State Recordand was
anxious to invest his savings in something that would bring quick
abundant returns. Biddle and Weber knew nothing about mining for ¢
but they knew that all who went to California for gold would have to t/
supplies. The first stores near the mines would reap a greater hetuthé
miners themselves.

John B. Weber

John B. Weberborn on April 7, 1810, in Shepherdstown, Virginia, was married there on
September 23, 1832, to Sarah Ann Woltz. She was born in Shepherdstianch 20,
1812. They had two children in Virginia, and moved to Springfield, lllinois, arriving on April
16, 1836. They had eight children in Sangamon County.

John learned cabinet making in Maryland and followed the businessrsvio Yé&w York
City, six years at Shepherdstown, Virginia, and five years (1836 &#tigamon County,
lllinois, where he was disabled by the loss of a hand by awuzZdesavas appointed by the
lllinois legislature of 1842 arfli3 to copy the land records of the state in numerical order,
which kept him employed until 1849. He then went to California, sincheel in the fall of
1851.

He then purchased a farm in Pawnee Township, one of the best farms imntlye ¢te has
been sheriff and collector - 1854-6; was Quartermaster amui€sary during the Mormon
War, under Governor Ford, in the fall of 1846. He wakdtethe commissary department
in raising the first six Illinois regiments for the suppression of the refiellion.

His first wife died on August 5, 1866, and on November 28, 1867, hiedrdrs. Nancy J.
Drennan; nee Dodd¥. They lived adjoining Pawnee, Sangamon County, lllinois.

Biddle, Weber and Company: Joined by Second Presbyterian Church Members

When friends heard of Biddle and Webl§eintentions, they wanted to join them. Before
they started, three other members of the Second Presbyterian Church had arranged to become
members of the firm of Biddle, Weber and Compartye(lllinois and California Mutual Insurance
Company) to engage in the mercantile business in Califofiiay were:

AugustusEagman, a young man in his twenties, came with his parents to lllinois fova M
in 1836. He had youth, enthusiasm, and enough money to buy his oytéiyydadhis portion
of the goods to be transporté8l.

104 power, p. 762. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28481#view-photo=167897668
105 power, pp. 760-761.1881 History of Sangamon County, lllingister-State Publishing Company, Chicago, lllinois
p. 985. (Hereafter redferred to 4881 History)
106 David Eastman, born on October 20, 1794, was nthaieJanuary |, 1817 in Maine to Salinda Wood, aeatf
Winthrop in the same State. They had four childmsh@me to Auburn, Sangamon County, lllinois, iB&.8r 7.
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Lewis dhnsa, whose wife died a short time before, longed for a change of scentcemd a
He had money to invest and was well liked by the other members dfridis #ind California
Mutual Insurance Company

John B. Wasm was the oldest man taken into The lllinois and California Mursiatance
Company. He was born in South Carolina in 1800, and was 4®kkaM/atson taught
school the first year he resided in Springfield. He was afterwantis surveyor and engineer
of the Great Western Railroad. This experience and his generaldsusiniiity made him a
valuable member of the expedition. He returned in 1852, and he and dsuglders died
of Asiatic cholera in August 1852.

Formation of The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company

On January 20, 1849, in Springfield a groubfcitizens formed The lllinois and
California Mutual Insurance Company for the purpose of traveling to California on the
overland trail and supplying the gold miners. Benjamin R. Biddle acted as the secretary. They
would open a trading post in the hills west of Redding, California.The company was
composed of the following persoi$

B [enjamin] R. Biddle T.[homas] Billson William B. Broadwell E[than] T. Cabaniss F. S. Dean
Henry Dorand E. Fuller Richard Hodge Lewis Johnson  William Odenheimer
B. D. Reeves John Rodham Albert Satley Shhith Benjamin F. Taylor
Jacob Uhler Benjamin A. Watson John B. Watson J. B. Weber WaIitE.

Thomas J. Whitehurst

Constitution of The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company No. 1
January 20, 1849

g o) § g,“v;..-.

or THE
TLLINOIS AND CALIFORNIA MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, No.l.
Adopted on (he 200N of Jaunary, 1949, in the clty of Springfield, fitnols.

12 4T 1 el
277 )i b,
vy LY L celirim
I Llean
p Hflr? A

Yoo 4. Witihodl ¥

Of their children Augusta, born in Maine went froran§amon County to California and died there. Gedrge
Eastman, born on May 5, 1833 in Maine, brought upaingamon County, went to California in 18_2 andrred
to Springfield in 1870 where he lived.

107 1912 History of Sangamon Coungy 998.
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Ethan T. Cabanis Selling Camera Equipment and House
January 22, 1849

E. (Ethan) T. Cabanis, a daguerian, was one of the signers of the Constitution of Tise lllinoi
and California Mutual Insurance Company. On January 22, 1849, he placed an advertisement in the
Journal stating that he would close his Daguerotype Rooms by March 10, 1849.

A BARGIN
WILL tiuia ifﬁfﬁﬁﬁm'amﬁ; on or be- I will close my Daguerotype Rooms on or before
I fore the 10th duy of Alarch, Fer sale u 3-4 size Ca~ the 10" day of March. For sale a 3-4 size Camer
imora sad all the fixiures completo for taking, finish- and all the fixtures complete for taking, finishing
: Miniatures. Instruction given gratis : L ; : .
ing and c"::‘i‘—j.htn {0 carry on the ahoye -busiaess and coloring Miniatures. Instruction given gratis
t_': ;:aal'i:.rrqaln will be giren, Call and 'elw"’.“ “il’" to any person wishing to carry on the above
stairs ovorBarnes’ store. M"““l{:“"%hgﬁ N8 business. A great bargain will be given. Call an
fan. 25, 1840, . FE&fecet —'e—fcme TET frefei -
Journal Thursday, January 25, 18482 dwelling house for sale.
Jan. 22, 1849 E. T. Cabanis

William S. Stone in Independence, Missoiuri
Sells Wagons, Oxen Mules and Ouitfitting For Journey West

- Culifornia or- Oregon-—to::Emigrants. -
- WM. 8. 'STONE & CO;, INDEPENDENCE,; MO, _
RE prepared to furnish Wagons, Oxen, Mules,
A. and . all the outfit nedessary forthe “journey to
California er Oregon, utillow prices, - \..™ - . .0
All lafters on the-subject: (post paid) promptly at:
tended to. ° ... Iniependence.Mo., Jau. 15, 35490,

Journa/ Monday, February 5, 1844

Albert Sattley Leaves For California Gold Mines

Albert Sattley a well known business men of Taylorville who is now living difetirasithe
honor of being a native of lllinois his birth having occurred in Sang@ounty at South
Rochester on the 10th of April 1821 His parents Archibald andetiglawley Sattley were
both natives of Vermont. In 1819 they came to lllinois and wereecha the Eastern part

of the State, their union being celebrated on the 13th of Februarpea@81@armi in White
County His death occurred in Sangamon County March 16.1842n the home farm the
subject of this sketch was reared to manhood and about a yeheHradtar his father's death

he went to Springfield where he engaged in clerking until April 18%facted by the
discovery of gold in California he then joined a party of twhidly left the capital city for the
mines Fitting out a mule team with supplies he crossed the plains reaching his destination
after six months of travelHe entered the mines at Redding Cal and also sought for the
precious metal on the Yuba River being associated with his brother imolaasTCheney

In 1850 he returned by way of the Isthmus route to New Orleans andatinenup the
Mississippi The boat on which he made the trip had a cholera passenger dn Abkmgth

Mr Sattley arrived safely at home and soon afterward resleriédgcin the store where he
had previously been employed there remaining until 1854 wherotiiertin law Thomas
Cheney having died he came to Taylorville to settle up the estate amieb@sed Mr
Cheney's interest in the store of Shumway & Cheney the firm name itteecHasged to
Shumway & SattleyFor two years business was carried on under that style when Mr Sattley
sold out He then purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land at $20sitiated a
guarter of a mile from the square in Taylorvilgith the exception of forty acres all this has
since been platted and added to the ¢ty two years Mr Sattley carried on farmingl866

108 Journal Thursday, January 25, 1849, p. 3.
109 Journal Monday, February 5, 1849, {.
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he returned to Taylorville where he and his brothers Marstaechibald established the
Sattley Brothers plow shoparge works were built near the Ohio & Mississippi depot about
1873 and the firm did a good business for some.y€hey also had an agricultural implement
warehouse and in their factory they manufactured plows cultivatorgshetic The parents

and their family are members of the Presbyterian Churcipolitics Mr Sattley has always
been a supporter of Republican principles and served as United $tzesni&nt Assessor

for Christian County during the wa?.

Lewis A. Saunders and Samuel Fisher Go to California

Lewis A. Saunders was born on December 27, 1826, in Springfield and worked theke in C
John Williamsfstore. When gold was discovered in California, he formed a partnershipasithel
Fisher, who for several years had lived with Saunders. Saunders and Fisher left Speagdifeh
1849, as part of a company. When they reached California, they engaged in mining agd selli
provisions to the miners on South Feather River. Saunders wrote to his parent$/regataa
month. In a letter written to them early in April 1850, he reported himsadlfand in a prosperous
condition. That was the last communication his friends ever received from him.

On April 8, 1850, Samuel Fisher, Saunfigpartner, went to Sacramento on partnership
business.Saunders was last seen by a Rev. Mr. Mayfield and a blacksmith from St. Jissplri.
Neither of those men could say whether it was before or after Fishiar|8icramento. His parents
received about $200 in gold dust from his effect, much less than he took witfrisimer returned a
few months later, and in 1874 was a wealthy farmer and manufacturer at Br&wiygler County,
lllinois. !

Phillip Clark Takes Overland Route to California
Journal, Thursday, March 21, 185¢

Mr. Phillip Clark,2 3avho went the overland route to California last spring [12348&jyved at
his home, near this city on yesterday. He returned by the Isthmus kbut€., we are glad
to learn, brought home some 1500 dollars, as a result of his labes)dporting provisions
on mules from Sacramento city to the mines, last fall. ddgbr several letters from some of
our citizens, in California. The Springfield insurance company lokérbup, and the
members were engaged in different employments. We understand-tiGiamid designs to
remove his family to Oregon this spring.

Springfield Land Agent Offers Services of Attending to Payment of Taxes

ERSON.S GOING (I‘O CALIFORN IA who own land
.inthis state, and desire:to have te- taxes paldﬁext |
yenr, can. haye them;attcnded-to by addresiing ! :
.- March: 13 ’49-,4:! May. v ASH &'DILBER;%
Pt Al Lnndandgeneml agéntn.

GLER

Register Frlday Aprll 27, 184913

10 power, pp. 639-640. Portrait and biographical record of Christian Countlllinois : containing biographical
sketches of prominent and representative citizegether with biographies of all the Governorgta# state, and
of the Presidents of the United Stat&hicago, lll. : Lake City Pub. Co., 1893.
http://genealogytrails.com/ill/christian/sattleyA&it. html

111 Power, p. 638.

112 Journal Thursday, March 21, 1850, {.

113 Register Friday, April 27, 1849, p3.
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William Enyert Party Leaves Springfield for California Gold Mines
March 25, 1849

William Enyert, born on June 25, 1825, in Hardin County, Kentucky, was married in
Sangamon County, lllinois, on January 13, 1852, to Sarah Elder. They had four children in
Sangamon County. William left Springfield on March 25, 1849, for the gold fidl@alifornia
in company with Robert [S.] Lightfoot and James Callerman. They arrivedlifor@ia on
September 19, together with another company from this £isrant Addison, Spergin, Wm.
Shields, John Smith and Giles TayloOnly three of the eight others who went with him returned.
William was gone two years and three months, and made enough to buy himself a goétt home.
Robert S. Lightfoot, born on March 13, 1825 in Kentucky, came to Sangamon County with his
parents, went to California soon after the discovery of gold and died there.

James Baker: Sangamon County Resident Becomes Indian Chief and Ferry Keeper

James Baker was a Cotton Hill Township, Sangamon County resident who went to California.

William and Phebe Bakes son, James, was born in January 1819 in St Clair County and was
raised on the Horse Creek farm (Sangamon County, lllindid)iam Enyert who went to
school with him remembers having heard him say frequently ifbtlybiood days that he
would join some Indian tribe at 18 years of age.

About 1837, he went west and came back in 1844 to see his mother wiha R@chester.
He said he had joined the Snake tribe of Indians and aftey afstédout six months he
returned to that tribe.

But little was known of him until 1849 when a party of eightreetsft Springfield for the
gold regions of California. William Enyert says they found him aogsrgg of Green River
keeping a ferry. He recognized Enyert readily and treated him. kitjert learned from
him that he was a chief in the Snake tribe, had two wives, ohennatind one at Fort Bridger,
and two children by each. His daily receipts were from $5@D@a$ the ferry. He is yet
living among the Indians and is occasionally heard from by his friends. Bsytdtsahen
he saw him he was full six feet tall, wore his hair long and straight, estbad any Indian,
wore buckskin clothes and in his general appearance looked very maoHiidian. Enyert
had been a school mate of his in this county. E. C. Matheny saw himsimitizr
circumstance$®

Benjamin R. Biddle Buys a Diary and Telescope

Benjamin R. Biddle bought a diary in which to keep a daily record of his journeg and
telescope for scanning the country (for Indians, etc.) as they rode along the trail.

The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company No. 1
Prepares to Leave For California

As the time for leaving drew near, there were about forty ntea,faw women and children,
ready to join the party for California. Among them was a younghamed Sam, who was
anxious to drive an ox team and work his way to the gold fields, smkleiyn with them to
handle one of the teams and help care for the stock.

114 power, p. 92 and 293.
115 power, p. 92.
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Their equipment was the best that could be obt&weél six oxen for each wagon and four
extra oxen for emergencies. Each wagon carried four barraésmdfgn which they could
feed the stock, sparingly, until the grass was high enough to satisingeeir The barrels
were to be used later for carrying water when they crossed th®&eat They carried
smoked, dried and salted meat, dried fruits and vegetables, pickles, flouteaugoffee,
and other food to last six or eight months. Maria [Biddle] andttiee mens wives baked
chickens, bread, pies and cakes for the men to eat on the first itheyisjourney. Maria also
made two large fruit cakes, which would furnish a little luxury forvthem they were far
from home and the good things they were in the habit of having on their &td@dsad also
knitted socks and gloves and a nice warm scarf for B.[enjamin] R.][Biddéet, she had
done everything she could think of that might add to his comfort and Isafeas the time
drew near for them to leave, she worried more and more ab®watigers of such an
undertaking. She remembered the stories her parents and grand-pacetdld her about
pioneer hardships; and she was sure that she should have made a fgreateha@ie kept
him at home: but she knew that nothing she could have done wouldpaeé $tim. So she
kept her fears to herself and went about her work with a trgnthali surprised every ohe
including herself.

The day before he left, B. R. [Benjamin R. Biddle] sat dowrktaviil the children and said:
Now children, Pa is going away, for a long time, and is expecting yelctoaak Ma while
he is gone. Aunt Angeline will be near you; and Uncle Will CarcéwdllAunt Mary will
come once in awhile; but you will be here all of the time, andillde the ones to look after
her every day. You are almost twelve, Henry, and Robert3soténvort be long before
youH be grown up. Il expect you to do the work | planned for yand help Ma in every
way you can. | want you to write to me often, to San Fraranstctell me everything that
happens at home. And Emma, a little girl six years old can help her toothe/ou can
wipe the dishes, and help keep the house ékrath watch Puggie, sshe wom get into
mischief. Now | want you all to remember everythigytbld yoitand be good children
while Im gonedand mind Ma. H try to bring you all something nice when | come home.
And remember, if you are very good, and do everythiagdld you, yod be very busy and
the time wort seem long.

They delegated Benjamin R. Biddle and John Weber to go to St. tbobig/ a stock of
merchandise for a mining community. They were to have it sent by boat, arounchtbe H

San Francisco. They each filled a wagon with stock that thetakewglerland. They knew,

by Harriet Campbelk letters, that flour, dried fruit, and other merchandise were shipped fro
Chili, Mexico and the Sandwich Islands, and could be bought at the wharfs in San Francisco.

Farm products had been very cheap for several years and tivs f&laomg Lick Creek were
much discouraged. Many of them were planning to join the partytgdCalifornia so the
subject of migrating to the West was discussed with even more interestehanphesent
problem of slaverit®

Elijah lles Thanked For Donation of Hay

A meeting of The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company No. 1 adopted a
resolution thanking Major Elijah lles for a liberal donation of hay.

116 And This Is Our Heritage, pB9-90.
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=-' i oAty |
1E3'At a meetlng of the ‘;‘fllmow nnd:(}ahhx‘ma
‘Mutual Insurance’ Compan "-N i ecd 1§ follow-
ing resolution was Gpapimous ypamc{a,,; o
i{esolved, That the lhmka.ot this .Company:be} |
an(d they are herebf respectfully tendered to Mal
jor E. ILES for;n Jiberali donau n of fay..

, N Pre lden i
B.R ‘Blnnns,SeeretarM‘ g t

,{‘ 1

n*i ‘
I

Journal, Tuesday, March 6, 18497

The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company
Journal Tuesday, March 27, 184%

The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company left Springfield at 2:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 27, 1849.

The. Iilinois and Californio Mining Mnmnﬁlnluh
- ance Compsany,

I:eave this city, for their destination, at tivaos B. R. Biddle
Ao i e e b T. Billson

o e A e e William B. Broadwell
zens. Others arefrom the eounty. .A.mong E.T. CabanlSS

i e e F. . Dean

May they realize their hopes and return in S. Dean Henry Dorand

safety to theiy families: and friends.
There are two other companies formed E. Fuller

P “";i‘?..;"i'il"’;“:,;"?:i‘;_.;.,_ Richard Hodge
BENHE O EfERe. Lewis Johnson
ﬁ“".c Teylor, ﬁ'ﬁi‘é’i}.ﬁ:ﬂ“" William Odenheimer

w B. Broadwell, B _R. die,
T ) el
Ha'riryclz‘n;::&;, 2 T‘hou’nas 3. ,Whltehurst.

Albert Satley

W. P. Smith

Benjamin F. Taylor

Jacob Uhler

B. A. Watson

John B. Watson

J. B. Weber

C. E. White

Thomas J. Witehurst
Richard Hodge Goes to California

Richard Hodge, born May 19 1819 in Smithfield Jefferson County, Virginia, was married
in April 1838 to Catharine Divelbiss in Westmoreland County Pennsylvania. Thegdniov
Springfield in the fall of 1839 and had five living childréh He went to California with the lllinois
and California Mining Mutual Insurance Company in 1849.

Thomas Billson Goes to California

Thomas Billson was married in Springfield, lllinois, to Hester, born on July 21, 1826, in
Nashville, Tennessee. They had three children in Springfield. Thomas Billsonfreant
Springfield to California in 1849, with The lllinois and California Mutual Insura@empany and
died there in 185

117 Journal Tuesday, March 6, 1849, p. 3.
118 Journal Tuesday, March 27, 1849, 2.
119 power, pp. 381-382.

120 power, p. 754.
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Benjamin A. Watson Goes to California

Benjamin A. Watson left Springfield on March 27, 1849 wiitie Illinois and California
Mutual Insurance Company and headed to California to work the mines chei@pld Rush. He
left behind his wife Emily Watson who was expecting their second child and a 2-gesomol His
wife gave birth sometime in the late fall of 1849. Wat§detters recount his overland journey to
California. He traveled with The lllinois and California Mining Mutuagurance Company from
Springfield to St. Joseph, Missouri through Nebraska Territory, following the Riatte. He
crossed the Green River by ferry, continued past Independence Rock, South Pass, and took the
Nevada Route to California.

Watson arrived in California sometime in August or September of 184%9voHked the
mines in the Lassen and Reddings Diggings area, as well as the American Rivemanauspe
time in Sacramento city. Benjamin had only minor success at digging for gold due to the worked-
over country and the good claims having already been staked. He set up a retail business but does
not reveal its nature in his letters. His business was very profitable and surviveebtitogd of
January 8, 1850. At the peak of his business he and his partner were both netting $300.00
month, or about $20,000 per month in 2010 dollars. He made a small fortuneuaneldréiome
sometime late in 1850. Later he built a resort and hotel at Perry Spilimgss land was a
successful businessman for many years in Pike County, lllinois.

Sanford Watson, Alfred R. Elder and Families and

George B. Goudy and Mr. Keeny Leave for Oregofi!
March 21, 1849

For OREGON. 3Yesterday evening, several citizens ot our cotivigssrs. Sanford Watson
and Alfred R. Elder, with their families, and Mr. George [B.] Goudy, anddény, left the
neighborhood of this city, for Oregon. Mr. Watson is oneebltiest residents of this county,
and Mr. Elder has been here for a number of years. They amgawno best citizens. The
others are young men of worth, residents our city. Messrs. Veatsdider go to Oregon
for the purpose of making homes for their families, and anécipawell timed industry, to
secure the advantages which arise from early settlement. Min Watsobrother in Oregon,
who left here two years & and at our last dates from him, he was pleased with the country
and was doing well. We dislike to part with such citizens; but it isrv@kdon that such
men are among the early settlers of the couatihey were well fitted for their journey
families in good health; and we anticipate that they will reachdahehomes in safety,
though probabl y after much toil. They promised to write us ondtiegial. We hope they
will be particular to state in them all the information they can @otaiiour numerous friends
formerly residents of lllinois, now in Oregon.

Thanks to Citizens of Springfield

On the evening of March 28, 1849, The lllinois and California Mutual Insurancpadasa
No. 1 and 2 held a meeting at their encampment on the North Mauvaisterre, Jackson\ite, Mor
lllinois. They adopted a resolution thanking the citizens of Springfield &r kelp and good
wishes expressed to those going west in the Company. B.[enjamin] A. Watson was President and
B.[enjamin] R. Biddle was Secretary.

21 Journal March 22, 1849, p. 3. George B Goudy came t@@rén 1849. In 1852 he worked on the Oregonian.
In 1853 he went to Olympia and soon after becaneeobthe publishers of the Pioneer and Democratl8b5 56
during the Yakima war he commanded Company C o€lwhi.W. Scott then of the Oregonian was a member. Mr
Goudy died September 19, 1857 at Olympia in hik 28&r. The Quarterly of the Oregon Historicality; (1911-
12-01), pages 375-384 [Reprint] Volume: 12 (1911)
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At a meeting of the lllinois and California Mutual Insurance

‘At a meating of the Tilinsisand California Mu-!

e iy o Companies No. 1 and 2, held at their encampment on the
he evening o 1849, the followin; . .

Fetnd e iorich W i North Mauvisterre, on the evening of the 28th March, 1849,

sl sany sea of Mok pmrieds M the following resolutions were adopted, viz:

for their good wishes so fully expressed from time

Paring bond oF sl ou oot ave mérien

f:ﬂ;:,,;:f“ pusiicexEriadoiof urpntings) Resolved, That the citizens of Springfield by their many acts

A ol Dl tm s v s ey of kindness towards us whilst preparing to start on our

by pledge uurulvu.lolhenp, that we will be care- e . . . .

fal ot fo do any thing whilst abseat to render us expedition to California, and for their good wishes so fully

unworthy of their kin esunn_d:::l@tn::,l;:ﬁnéulu . l ) g

e i Ce et expressed from time to time, and especially when they gave
Resolved, That the editors of the [llinois Journal . . )

and the Stafe Register be requestedto publish hise us their parting hand as we left our homes, have merited from
SR Dl : us some public expression of our gratitude and thanks.

, 2
Journal Saturday, April 7, 184% Resolved, That we tender to them our heartfelt thanks for all

their kindness towards us, and hereby pledge ourselves to
them, that we will be careful not to do any thing whilst absent
to render us unworthy of their kindness and confidence, or
cause them to feel ashamed at any time of us as their fellow-
citizens.

Resolved, That the editors of the lllinois Journal and the State
Register be requested to publish these resolutions.

B. A. Watson, Pres
B. R. Biddle, Sec

Christopher and David Logan Go West to California-1849

In 1849, brothers Christopher at age 20 and David Logan at age 2
Springfield and went west across the plains to California. They were so,
America T. Bush Logan and Judge Stephen T. Logan, once a law partr
Abraham Lincoln?® He nominated Abraham Lincoln for President in the 18
Chicago Convention. Christopher died in 1850 in California unmarried at
21. Did they go with the Biddle group?

David Logan

David Logan Changes Destination to Oregon-1849

In the spring of 1849, David Logan came to Oregon and located at Lafayette where he
practiced law. While living there, he was defeated by the Judge M. P. Dedbyg fcegislature.
Shortly afterwards he moved to Portland, where he soon wasdaith the foremost in his
profession, which he maintained until his retirement from practice in 18David Logan was
perhaps the greatest jury lawyer of his timiearly his whole knowledge of the fundamental rules
and principles of law were learned while in his fathesffice at Springfield. David Logan, in
appearance, strongly resembled his father, and possessed many of his chasdiatistcked his
father$ indomitable industry and that thrift that led to an easy competénce.

He was defeated as a candidate for the Legislature in 1851. In 1854, he veaksarid¢he

122 Journal Saturday, April 7, 1849, p. 3.

123 History of The Bench And Bar in Oreggp. 269-270.

124 |Inscription: David Logan Apr. 15, 1824 Mar. A®74
LD, IOOF Register of Burials, DAR p. 84. Mari€ounty Oregon Marriage Records 1849-1871, Val. 87.
HBB p. 270 (portraitfang p. 718. Oreg. March 128, 1874 2:1 OS 30 MafRM13:1 PCA Index
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Whig ticket to the Territorial Legislature from Multnomah county. In 1859 heaa@dngress,
and after an unusually heated campaign was beaten. In 1860, he was again placedatronomin
by the Republican party for Congress, and was again beaten. He served asf Rayttarad from
1864 to 1868.

In 1862, David married Mary Porter Waldo. They had no children. David died near
McMinnville, Yamhill County, Oregon on March 27, 1874age 49 y§ 11 m$ 22 d§. He is buried
in Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oré&§on.

Isaac Constant Goes to Oregon Territory
Spring 1849
Journa/Springfield, February 26, 1850.

Isaac Constant, born on April 5, 1809, in Clarke County, Kentucky, was married in
Sangamon County, lllinois on February 14, 1835 to Lucinda Merriman. Lucinda wdesutieter
of Reuben Merriman, who was born on February 12, 1813, also in Kentucky. Shortly safter hi
marriage he purchased a farm in Sangamon County, lllinois (near Springfieldjomed there.
On this farm, his eight children were botwp dying in infancy in lllinois. In the spring of 1849,
Isaacl Constant left Sangamon County for the Oregon Territory.

In 1812 his (Isaa&) parents started for lllinois, but stopped for several yealsanfiDally
settling in Sangamon County, lllinois, in 1820. Here Isaac greantwod on a farm and
was married in 1833 to Lucinda Merriman.

Isaac Constant was a friend of Abraham Lincoln and enlisted as drstldigsins company
during the Black Hawk War.

Isaac went to Oregon in 1849, and took a claim under the homestead law.

Father was prosperous while residing in Illinois; but on account dfgaithr he was advised
to leave his farm for a time and take a @iger the Plains.|So he and a young friend started
on the trip west, taking the Oregon Trail. This was sometithe year 1849 and without
much difficulty they arrived at their destination in what was then lamowre Oregon
Territory, now defined as southern Oregon.

On arriving safely in Oregon City the two young men spent some monthg loodi the
country, coming as far south as the Rogue River Valley, where spagésdly struck with
farming possibilities of the Bear Creek basin. Both men thenedttorillinois to get their
families.

He [Isaac Constant] returned to lllinois in 1850, disposed of hepyo and with his family
and some of his neighbors, emigrated to Oregon in 1852. They were amasgftieilies
who settled there. After they arrived, Isaac Constant had to go tiwechoniles with pack
animals, for provisions. The valley was teeming with Indians, but he lived to sekpthssn
away, and surrounded by a large circle of friends, he residdaciesonville, Jackson County,
Oregon??8

125 History of the Willamette ValleyHerbert O. Lang, Himes & Lang, 1885, p. 718. @ddter referred to dsang)

26 @RUQLQJTV 'LFWLR QD U \Hietdry2df tHel Befrh+AnY BaRiQregqp. 269-270. PCA Index states
Hon. David Logan, Portland former home, died Ma2dh 1874. The picture of David Logan is from p926
Lang p. 718. Oregonian March 28, 1874, p. 2, cl. Qregon Statesmamarch 30, 1874, p. 3, cl. 1.

27 Journal February 26, 1850, p. 2.

128 power, p. 221.
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James Harvey Slater Goes to California
March 28, 1849

James Harvey Slater was born on December 28, 1826, nine milesoo
Springfield, lllinois. He left home on March 28, 1849, drivingxateam over the
plains and arrived in California in September of that'$fear. '

Benjamin R. Biddle Begins Journal

Benjamin R. Biddle kept a private daily journal that was later publisheédebjournal a
Springfield newspaper. The account of Bidflleourney begins on the prairies with two letters,
covering the period May 7th to May 19th. The main narrative describes the entire panidadifre
11th to September 19th. A short, supplementary series of articles, eMfileter Quarters, is in
sharp contrast to the trail journey: here Biddle confrontsthifeak winter, closing on a subdued
note at Christmas Eve, 1849.

To enliven the repetitive nature of the daily journal entries, the author finds oppottuni
comment on social issues, such as relations with other migrants (generally apotdts with
Indians (mostly peaceful), a US army commander (drunkard) and sundry realdagtthe route.
Unexpected details, such as a baptism by immersion, and a migrant Daguerrasgaeldihterest
to the narrative.

Leaving on March 27th, 1849 he lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company
participants first travelled to Naples, Illinois, arriving April 4th; héreytcrossed the lllinois River.
The next stage, completed on April 27th, took them to St. Joseph, Missouri, iecedssed the
Missouri River. Progress across the Great Plains with their ox-drawn wagons wadsusleteady.
Fort Laramie was reached on June 11th, and South Pass crossed on June 28th. Onddler stage
going became rougher: although many other emigrants chose to abandon their wagons after
reaching Fort Hall and proceed with mule trains, Bidligroup persevered with their loaded
wagons, finally reaching Sacramento, California safely on September 13th. joLineey took
twenty-four weeks.

33. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife From Near Naples, Illinois
April 1, 18490

Camp on the Bluffs 4 miles from Naples
April 1, 1849

My Dear Beloved Wife:

| take this opportunity of informing you of our movements up to thisaimdegiving myself
the pleasure as it were of holding short converse with you, thougWlely! separated by
flood and plain. My dear wife | hope ere this reaches you, ytawdlbecome reconciled to
our temporary separation separated in flesh, but one in heart. Owlaodllike to embrace

129 power, p. 664.

130 California State Library, California History Roo®acramento, Californid@enjamin A. Watson Gold Rush Letters
(1849-1851) Box 3153. (Hereafter referred to &enjamin A. Watson Lette)s
https://oac.cdlib.org/search?style=oac4;Institutidakfornia%20State%20L ibrary::California%20History%21#n;id
T=001442707
Creator/Contributor: Watson, Emily. Powell, JarBesAbstract: Letters from the Overland Trail, St. ito
Sweetwater, Wyoming written by Benjamin A. Watstatters from California written by Benjamin A. Waiso
letters from wife Emily Watson; photocopy of Benjamh. Watson signed constitution of his overland pamy
adopted on January 20, 1849.
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you this bright calm Sunday Evening, how is our dear boy, doeddrehésha, does he seem
to miss me, oh there are times when my heart smites meifay absndoned the face of that
sweet cherub though it be for a time. Be to him, Dearest, all thatute find in me learn
him to love right for rights sake, but | must commence telling you or ols.trave

Now by referring to my notes | shall be enabled to give you a pretteteoaggbunt of all we
have done up to this time.

Tuesday March 27, 1849 Left Springfield ateook p.m., my heart filled with the most
intense grief (how it??? My heart to part with you and father) headvachéad, my cold
caused me to suffer much; rode out with this letter to Camp Taybbr tgmts, got supper,
had a call from some Indians of the neighborhood, had music from tthedpahretired, but
all hands seemed to wish to do anything else but sleep. Camp?#@ te anost of the boys,
made today 4 miles

28" got off at 7 Y2 elock // rode fine and mules working well, nooned today at aifiaw m
pretty tired feet getting very sore, weather continues very fine, found tdukay tvamlholes
which give us some

page 2

foretaste of what we had to expect, got through safe howevenate ??? Camp at 4
o €lock, making today 20 miles 1&lock at night pm guard. Heigh ho | wish it wase on
account of those | left behind me.

29" this morning at 7 elock the bugle sounded the advance and merrily we rolled on till 11
o clock A. M. when we reached Jacksonville. Astonished the ???withrimness and
celerity of our movements, nooned today ‘college hilli west of the city, opposite to the
Deaf dumb asylum, we raise much interest here with the ploys ohfthautes male and
female they all seem to ve very happy the girls as usual tetkanglht once, this institution

is a noble charity, honorable to ??? and worthy of all cadatien, their building is a fine
large brick most delightfully situated. Arrived at camp Wateotalled from my having
located it when the rest of the Co. could not agree upon a prapej il 3 ¥z alock, pitched
tents and went out to shoot squirrels. Wound up with a concert, \agilgoing, feet getting
very sore, made 17 miles.

30" started at the usual time, this day has been a very laborious one uom meres. It
would be impossible for me to describe the difficulties of the démadate pull our wagons
through some sloughs caused by back water from the lllinois (riverprtodzay 14 better
than 5 mules we took our mules out of the wagon and pulled it ot wiuth the country
today has been very hilly, and land poor in places, arrived at Gaples)t at 5 celock,
making 17 miles. Prospects for crossing river very bad, and no hay for our mules

31" this morning we rolled our wagons on the ferry boat, Wind hagising considerable
anxiety about the result, boat returned aboutléek // all landed safe, lay round camp alll
day, a reasonable rest for all hands, shot at a mark acrossittie tiee three times in
succession ¥ mile, expect to cross our mules tomorrow mornings#,stoui tonight Naples
is a poor place.

April 1, 1849 this morning we crossed our mules over the river ighitiles wide at this
time. It took us till noon to get all safe ashore, we ave=noamped on shore with the sater
spread out before us like a miniature ocean, with the sun shining cheewuallgrdas. |
found today the first flower variety of the milkweed a vdlgv@&r, tomorrow we resume our
march refreshed in mind and body. | shall leave the Compding Btississippi River, for
Saint Louis. And now again farewell dear wife. Cheer up. e east down our separation
will not last long. Almost a whole week has passed al@ite. to get along smoothly with
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every body, endeavor to keep our place in as good orglen aan, you can get Jim to nail up
a board when one gets knocked off the fence, goodbye dearesturkKiear little chap for
me, and learn him to kiss my picture every day and to love his lphiakdvith him you will
find enough to occupy your thoughts especially if our anticipatiaid grave as | hope they
may. Be a kind daughter to my father. Give my love td edmain ever your affectionate
and confiding husband.

Benj. A. Watson

I think Billson is getting stouter every day. My feet have got about well.

Charles McCrea Goes to California-1849
April 1849

Charles McCrea was born in 1818 in Pennsylvania. He and his wife moved to Beardstown
lllinois, and resided. They had two children there. McCrea went to édifm April 1849 at
age 31. He was about starting for home when last heard from in 1855 and it is believas by
friends that he was murdered for his money. In 1853, his wife filed for divorce.

J. C. Planck Happy to Be Back Home

«There is no place like home.*

THE undersigned having returned
to Lis old stand, three doors north of Hoff-
man’s row, at the sign ofthé red boot, where
: he intendsto make Boots and Shoes of the
EY S8 best quality, he hopes that his old custom-
erswill follow him thistime,and byeo doing they will

accommodate themselves and ndersigned a little
atthe sametime.; J.C. PLANCK. |
April6,1849. : dtf

JournalJanuary 29, 1858

34. Benjamin R. Biddle Writes Newspaper From Pike County, lllinois

On April 2, 1849, Benjamin Biddle and The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance
Company crossed the lllinois River at Naples, lllinois, about 90 miles west of Springfield. Biddle
wrote home about their progress. Barre, Pike County is likely Barry, Pike Cdlinojs, which

would have been about 90 miles from Springfield. They would have had to crosstie River
to get to Barry.

------- et Mr. B. R. Biddle, of one of the California
Cﬁ;ﬁ:&m;‘;ﬁﬂ”&?ﬁéh°ha32‘nen s . Companies which have left this town, writes to

town, writes to us under date of “Barre, |' XQGHU GDWH RI "% DUUH 3LN
1
Pike County, April 2, 1849:"— _

«We naveall got along well. Our men

are cheerful. Wecrossed the Ilinois rigur ":H KDYH DOO J R VDU'DM Qe -
st Naples, snd ,:,’;';‘,Zd.,:ﬂ:}rli.ﬁé]::éa. 2 cheerful. We crossed the lllinois river at Naples
v proved that hey oan wark in va- and ferried four miles. Our waggons and teams ¢
ter and out of it bnd W roREk UL complimented. Our men have proved that the
o out of the mud and wler, Ut if can work in water and out of it, and the remark w:
persons go to Caliornin, W WOAE: made at the river, after we had pulled the wago
Journal Saturday, April 7, 18452 out of the mud and water, that if any persons got

&DOLIRUQLD ZH ZRXOG

11 Journal January 29, 1850, p. 4.
132 journal Saturday, April 7, 1849, p. 2.
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The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company Arrives in St. Louis

When the members of The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Compangchati
St. Louis, they all went into the city together, where they met their partners, boughanatdi
supplies, and started by boat up the Missouri River to St. J&8eph.

Benjamin R. Biddle Chosen Captain of
The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company Party

Benjamin R. Biddle with his partners and their guide formed the nucleus of HwoéslI|
and California Mutual Insurance Company party, and Biddle was chosen Captain. Amang t
were many well-educated men and tradestnardoctor and dentist, a minister, a blacksmith, a
wagon maker, and others who, having lived in a pioneer country, could turn their hamys to
necessary or useful work. Occasionally small parties would ask permigsstoptovernight at
their camp, or to travel with them for a day or two for the protecticorddtl by a large party.
Biddle would not countenance any drinking. A drunken man was a dangerous man on the trail.

35. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife From St. Louis
April 8, 184934

Mrs. E. K. Watson
Care of W. W. Watson Springfield, lllinois
Postmark AprillO Saint Louis, Missouri

Saint Louis April 8, 1849
My Dearest Love:

| again take my pen in hand to address you, to enjoy the ?2RelHfasommunicating to you
my thoughts and feelings, sad because it brings so forcibly to my rgnedtlsacrifice which
| have made in parting from the light of my existence, fromeamfamily, from my dear wife
and boy, a pleasure because | know | will make your heart géaeiteed a word from me,
because it makes me feel as though | were for an instant in ydusreseece. Alas! It is
only for an instant for when | raise my eyes from the sheehbsedut strange faces. | do
not see that dear face to greet me with its smile, omtbiat home again. No, | think it would
be for the best that | should go from you for a while. | think as | did Wé& home that if
my life is spared | shall return home to compensated for my deprsvand then we shall not
regret our separation. |1 am ??? | shall now resume my tmas$wim my journal. | hop@i
this ??? you may derive some amusement or entertainmerastégter left us on the lllinois

Monday April 2nd Set off in good season. Mules much refreshed by their rest ahiggdo
Traveled four miles over a hilly country covered with blackuiyand Hazel. | reached
Griggsville, a very flourishing village, surrounded on the west Ypeatdiful county indeed,
fourteen mile further reached the little townRéurry 1 another smart place. We have passed
through the cities of Philadelphia and St. Louis, places that you halefhedfe reachd

our camp at five elock in a beautiful valley surrounded by hills from which gushedo$§ome
the most beautiful springs which | have seen since | left my nativws3esmnhaving made
today twenty eight miles.

133 And This Is Our Heritagen. 91.
134 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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Sunday 3rd left camp this morning in the rain, our India rubber keeping us Marched
today through a fine country under the bluffs, passed through Kio#lernade a push to
pass so ox teams ahead of which we did and arrived a camp on thedh?& shute (sic) of
the Mississippi River. The rain pouring dowg

incessantly all day, prospects for the night
discouraging, wood scarce and wet. Had some
which raised the spirits of the boys, lay down at
o clock and passed the best night since | left
sweet arms, made today sixteen miles.

Wednesda/4” Crossed the river in a steam ferry bg
and landed at Sapio?, 1 ¥2 miles above Hanni
having ferried ten miles, reached Hannibal at
o €lock, a boat had just arrived for St. Louis, whid
went aboard of and left in fifteen minutes. Comp
all well, arrived at St. Louis at 16lack at night. The
wind blew so cold | could not enjoy the scenery
much, shall stay on board the boat tonight.

Thursdy 5" Took lodgings at the Missouri Hote
Such a crowd there was no chance to get a room
?7?? in the telegraph office, met N[ichola] Sheph
[Springfield photographer who took the first ~ Abraham Lincoln

photograph of Abraham Lincol’} in the street and by Nicholas H. Shepherd, 1846
concluded to take up lodging with him at the Main Street house, met G. B. FishersBjll Pea
& G. Y. Whitehurst, got the blues again they reminded me of home and its joys, vagint up a
spent the morning with Mr. Brooker, he cheered me up considerably.

Friday 6" knocked about town and made some purchases. Saint Louis is aageat pl
astonished at the great number of ugly women one meets on thelstsgetct all women
will look ugly to me until | see my dear wife again, sorry faor ittedl men look upon them

as | do.

Saturday 7" shipped everything aboard the good steargomapwhich leaves this evening
IRU WKH 0LV V Rigdat to radn¥idt that | slept with J. B. FisheiSaiotiguon Friday
night. | told him to call and see you and ???

135 Shepherd, Nicholas H. Born in May 1822, in New kYBtate. 1843- &HQVXV OLVWYV 6KHSKHUG DV D 3GUXJJL
549 Grand Street, New York¥ , W LV NQRZQ WKDW ZLWK WKRMLQ\ NQURZOHGWN RHEG WHPQRWROW K H
then new and exciting business P DNLQJ G D J X H AslebrR 8¢ \1845 VShépherd was taking pictures in
various cities of lllinois. October 30, 1845 Journal advertisement: late of Mevk City; has taken rooms for a
IHZ GD\V RYHU WKH JURFHU\ ¢&WRW A VRULNMWNMH® DY\PV DI ¥HUUHLDQ LQ 6SULQJILH
1845-1848. Prior to recent discoveries, he wadita@ with taking the earliest daguerreotype of aktam
/ILQFROQ LQ ° -DQXDU\ LVH P IDRyj¥airepty e DiGatukeWallery Over the Drug
Store of J. Brookie.3«KH ZLOO UHPDLQ DW WKEH RIERIEU X BNRNR7 X1 LoOrnV K H
report on visit of N. H. Shepherd, daguerreotyféstato Decatur, Bloomington and places in nomhgart of
State; May 28, 1846 Register advertisement: SfieldgDaguerreotype Gallery, over the drug stor@.d@ookie;
3S/ILQFROQYY HDUOLHVW NQRZQHSEBRERIPOSKQF OLNKOH@dhewdsH DIJH RI WKLUW\
elected to the U. S. House of Representativesgir@i daguerreotype, believed to have been mads. by.

Shepherd, in Springfield, llinois/LEUDU\ Rl &RQJUHVV ~ -DQXBUWLVHPHHHWLWEHUQDGYHOG
Daguerreotype Miniature Rooms, Northwest Corner #djuare, over the Drug Store of H. R. Pomeroy818

Gibson Harris, a young law office clerk with thentoln and Herndon firm, had once roomed with Niasol

Shepherd at Springfield. Harris wrote that lat&848 he had received from Albion, lllinois, a éettelling that

his photographer friend and room-mate was aboutéd for California. Harris never heard from Shen

again. He believed that perhaps Shepherd hadhilsife on the Overland Trail. 1850 Journal, J@@g 1850:

report from Sacramento City, California, stated tbemer Springfield residents in the area werd veeime were

ORRNLQJ IRU JROG DQG 36KHSKHBWVGP MKAK @A X Mittldlds Rdaf i€l Ah/

Williams on September 2, 1857, at Sacramento, Caldo1860 Census for Sacramento City listed Shepherd as

D 3IDUPHU °
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Sunday 8" the boat will not leave till tomorrow evening so | spent thesdsgst | could. Went
to church at 10 elock. Went down to the ?? with [Nicholas H.] Shephaiffter dinner and
saw great crowds of Dutchrf®?? Satisfied that it a national characteristic of the Dutch???
their Sundays in ??? This is becoming a mighty city dearest, whewe baocknl am
determined you shall spend a month in the city to see some ofth&ne?now my dearest
wife | must bid you goodnight. | am on board of a crowded boat but am fortureatenméa
state room in connection with [Nicholas H.] Shepherd. Deardsybtecandidly | believe
our temporary separation will be of great advantage to usw Il kewer could have known
the depth and extent of my love for you if | had not separai@dyfsu and when | again hold
youto my bosom | know nothing but He who controls all things shall teaomgdu. Write
me a long letter to St. Joseph and tell me how our sweet doesibTell me if you still think
our pleasant anticipations will prove true in fact tellveary@ing that will interest me, (and
everything you do tell me will do so). Kiss our babe, andjoedfcheer. Tell mother | wish
she would write to me. Tell me how you like your situation, try to be. hBpgyfor my safe
return. Farewell dear sweet loved wife.

B. A. Watson

36. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife From Saint Joseph, Missouri
April 16, 184936

Saint Joseph, Missouri
April 16, 1849

My Dear Wife:

From this far off place it is again my pleasure to addressplda, my soul. Oh dearest how
| wish it were in my power to clasp you to that heart thatdsdat®r you. Dear wife if you
could only realize the love | bear for you, you would | think besalneconciled to our
separation, which has taught me that love the depth of which | knew notrmbfbitesaould
be the will of Divine Providence to guide my steps safely to geuresit assured a whole
lifetime of love shall compensate us for our separatiomar tiéarest you will not be able to
answer this in time for me to receive it at this place, but with ??? | may do so.

This week has not been one that has added much of interesjoarnaf, though | have been
passing through a very interesting portion of our country. Myttiastdit me in the City of
St. Louis on board théAlomapbound for that point. Well we got off from the city about 11
o €lock at night on Monday with 250 passengers on board the greater portion ofevasm a
big fools as myself, are going to try their fortunes beyondaths. pOur upper decks were
crowed with wagons and men our lower decks with mules and our cabinewith fass) it
was a very tempestuous night the wind blowing a gale which at times aatesethto
capsize us and the rain pouring in torrents which threatened to bagtizeeuthat is almost

a rhyme. Morning found us in sight of the time-honored village of St.sCiradleconfess |
was disappointed in not having a better place the situation is fine but everythimgdooks ti

Today the wind still continues to blow great guns which kept the folkteim all the time
though | confess it does not frighten me at all the country hmnigdr does not look very
inviting to a person who lives in our fine land. The dvaot as much cut up as | expéecte
to find it though the water being high makes it appear to better adthatageotherwise
would. | suppose the timber seemed to be rather better than it does orssoerMand
lllinois rivers. There is usually a high bluff on one side or other of thaltitlex time. The
towering rocks at times assuming the shape of some twisted castle af sthee???.
Dearest | wish you were with me to enjoy the varied scenery which presenisvigsglflan

136 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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of the river, but???the wind blows so cold | must go in to the gathie btove awhile from
which | was soon aroused by the screaming whistle of the engine announcing our approach to
some town which proved to Boonevilleytnamed after the great pioneer of the West, though
| dont think quite so much of the place as | do of old Daniel. We paffex making but
slow way against the mighty current of this river aided by the headwindevhéve had to
encounter. Tonight we had preaching from a Mr. Calhoun atalented man whilst the
sermon was going on in one end of the boat there were a lot of gamipiéliag some yogn
men in the other quite a contrast you will say and so | thought. Wetdsngty on account
of the abundance of the snags and the darkness of the night got yredesean as the moon
rose and reachedGlasgowia very flourishing looking town about 8lack A.M. Our
passengers generally seem to be very decent lot of people seartealeglies on board among
whom is a Mrs. Whitesides from Galena who is going with her husb@aliféonia. She is
a young good-looking woman but she has no children and never did have dd a
acquaintance (George Saunders) told me and | think she is unhaihpy account at least
she looked so to me. But says you what right did you havdadokivgy at women? Well
never mind deary | promise you | shall never do anything else till Ilse@yosweet face,
but | am digressing and my page is becoming full, we passed severallgiertsidas among
which | would note as of much importance Lexington, Brunswich, Jeffengor?€énd last
though not least Kanzas the last town on the west side of the Migsauaind this brings me
to the Indian Territory, the first object of attraction Wast Leavenworti®? consisting of
some very fine building upon a most magnificent??? Which must someday bguaogeof
importance. The cold wind moves me to the fire (we having hedlssow the day before)
from which | was aroused by the cryloflians.ul sprang to the deck and beheld for the first
time the lords of the solil in their native wilds, but as near as | could judgetbeery dirty
filthy looking lords, which | afterward found to be tasseveral of them come to the fort.
While we were ??? a short distance when | confess my |migtthef these people brought
very finally to my mind the fact that | was leaving all that imdearfar behind, but no more
repining. | arrived here last night at 10 p.m. in good health. @gnmwt yet arrived, town
crowded with emigrants. Supposed to be from 2000 to 5000 vitithiey, there are some
backing out, it is now??? | should not wonder if some more sh@a®l. Crawfish tomorrow
| was disappointed in not finding letters here but suppose it has nainbeéor them to get
here yet. Cantell when we shall get off, the season is backward and now my soul is ??? once
more farewell your own true husband.

Benj. A. Watson

37. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from St. Louis, Missouri
April 24, 1849%

Envelope addressed to:
Mrs Sara Cook Springfield |
For Mr Posey?
St. Louis April 24849
Dear wife

| drop you a few lines informing you that myself and company ardl &y W& [Rigery] |
send you the likeness you requested me to send you will get Mr. Wickergloamttee Odd
Fellows Lodge and get my regalia at the Lodge | have one coltmmeaadron in my old
shop | have one apron you had better get Mr. Wickersham to sellahesmat th[y] will bring
to some odd Fellow as the[y] will be of no use to you | expectadhie=vin two days, and
go up the Missouri River to Saint Joseph from that place | will write to youRgé#ie best
you can tell Franklin to be a good boy and assist you and vettem|l will bring him a good
Mexican Poney.

37The Society of California Pioneer800 Fourth Street, San Francisco, California 9410057958 Eli S. Cook
Letters. (Hereafter referred to @ke Society of California PioneeysLetter # 1.
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My love to you all
E. Cook

38. William Charles Ludlum Letter to Family from Near Independence, Missouri

May 12, 1849
Journal Wednesday, May 30, 184%

Latest From The California Emigrants

The following letter from our townsman, Mr. C. Liudlum, to his farhdg, been politely
communicated to us for publication. It embraces our latest news fromidinengsn

In Camp, two miles from Independence,
May 12, 1849

W LV QRZ HOHYHQ GD\:-V VLQFH ZIHddpéhtendeH hou MaiveH QHLJIJKERUK
written before but was waiting until we had set some day for leaxtimg prairies, and

thinking, probably, | might hear from home also. We shall leaeddrethe West, by way of

Santa Fe, on Monday next, thé ist. Nearly the whole emigration take the northern roiute,

but very few take the rout which we3aforbably the number of our company will not exceed

on hundred wagons and one hundred and fifty Aoemsisting of the Jacksonville Co., Dr.

5RJHU - ReRUVEXUJK &DSW &UDQGDOO:V &R RIN3HRULD D VPD!
besides a small Co. or two with which we are unacquanited.

WeexpHFWHG WKDW &DSW S5REHUW:V DQG 04RXRE®R KD/YHRMSDQHAY F
us; but for some cause or other they do not, and | believe thdiatieyaken the northern

route. 'U S5REHUW.-V RI RXU FRPSDQ\ UHWXUH®G HHRPDEANEDBWHV SK L
Roberts and Mr. Cook, and many of the Springfield folks, including MiSavhders, who

ZDV DERXW D GD\:V WUDYHO RQH®WIKYH DROGDWYXRQ AHBR PO IZHH\O &
left two days before the Dr. reached St. Joseph.

Nearly the whole emigration have left Independence. Until withirstigfdav days it had the

DSSHDUDQFH RI DQ LPPHQVH DQW: -VLQPWYW ZIZWHK WRREYOHD \D QREPIFY
one seemed to be hurring to and fro, attemding to their own businesisanics and

merchants all busynd rehaping a rich harvest, although their prices are about the same as at

Springfild; --all moving along most harmoniously, except the gamblers, (and they form no

small part of the crowd,) who have frequently a fuss amongst themselves, excahange a shot

or two, cripple one another probabbly for life, occasionally kill a man, all amongst

themselves, and of which very little notice is taken by the community.

All the towns along the riveer from Jeffersson city to Favtebgorth have presented about

the same appearance as Independence. In our journey ouwthpassed through the country
about the time the companies were getting ready or starting for theggoid.r Every body
appeared to be excited, and the farther we came west the excitemedtted@increased.

From some of the small towns half of the male populationédfaterithe west. The estimate

of the emigration which will go by the spouth Pass is someyhingh like 10,000, including many
families, and nearly all these have left within the last two weeks.

There has been, and is yet, a good deal of cholera in the towns alorgg.thehere has been
as many as seven deaths in Independence in a day. The emigranterhavecheaffected
with this disease. In some large encampments there have been ten or twelve ddwttls. We

138 Journal Wednesday, May 30, 1849, p. 1.
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had one case in our camp, Mr. Kirby, of Jacksonville. He caurée disease in St. Louis,
and was taken down the day after his arrival in camp. Hedrdsrecovered and will leave
with us for the west. The rest of the company are well. My own healthésexcell

We have with us Capt. Kirker, whose family live in Mexico s ldedquanited with the whole
of that country, speaks the Spanish and Indian languages, and goes wite usf asiro
company, and | think will be of immense benefit to us in our journey.

P. S. Since writing the above a trains has arrived from Sahta§ing intelligence of large
guantities of gold having been found aobut 150 miles from #uat pWe intend to explore
that neighborhood well, and should the account jus heard prove ttrue mspehdlthe
balance of the summer there. If not successful, we shall mendathe south side of the
river Gila, making such examinations for the precious metalaastaaces will permit; and
if still unseccessful, we will wend our way to the Sacramento river.

C. Ludlum

The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company Group
Arrives at St. Joseph, Missouri April 27, 1849

On April 27th, The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company edrivy boat in
St. Joseph, Missouri, where they planned to disembark and meet their othes filemils who
would be waiting to join their train for the two thousand mile trek acroswifderness to the
Promised Land. While waiting at St. Joseph, they bought more supplies and repacked their
wagons.

- ARRIVALS AT ST. JOSEPH FROM TLLINOIS.
The last St, Joseph’s Gazette notices the :arrival,

The lllinois and California Mutual

of several compaaies of California emigrants from Insurance Company No. 1
this state. : '
The following persons, composing the Illinois
and C:‘irf"“i; W!"“;ﬂ'i;"s“rtalnce;&mp?ﬁz» P.’,‘" 11; William B. Broadwell B. A. Watson
arrive l:Om pringlie on )e - 0 pril, a -
in good health and condition : | W: P Smith . Jacob Uhler
Wm. B, Broadwell, B: A. Watson, W. P, Smith, William Odenheimer E. Fuller
Jacob Uhler, Wm. Odenheéimer, ‘E, Fuller, Heury .
gb:]-;r,Rb‘,. T. Cabaniss, T. Billson, Lewis Johnson, Henry Dorar E. T. Cabaniss
. D. Reeves, John Rodham, Rich?’ e j. . .
Taylor, B. R, Biddle, J. B. Weber, J. B.- Watson, T. Billson Lewis Johnson
F. S. Dean, Albert Saterly, Tho’s Whitehurst. B. D. Reeves John Rodham
The Springfield company No. 3, had arrived and e . X
feft. - Richard Hodge Benjamin Taylor
Register, Monday, May 18493 B. R. Biddle J. B. Weber
J. B. Watson F. S. Dean
Albert Saterly Thomas Whitehurst

139 Register Monday, May 14, 1849, p. 2.
97



Letters From California and Oregon 498

Additional Second Presbyterian Church Members
Join The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company

Those WhO J0|ned The ||||n0|s an(- 7 Number ot the California Eﬁa'ignmn.
. . The:St. Joseph G | inst., gi
California Mutual Insurance Company at St. JOSE foowing statisties and cateslations i phiton e

were friends from lllinois and were known to kthe number of eigrants on their way overland to

California:

substantial citizens. In fact they were nearly | Caurornia Emioranrs.—Every boat that ar-

rives at the wharf is crowded with emigrants for

members of the Second Presbyterian Church|the gold regions. * Within the last fesy days several

hundred wagons have ¢ome through by land, from

Springfield, who were carrying their Chrlstlanlt-{gl;vnI;gggci;(;g;;d;‘g;{erggyc,h‘iﬁg;g and Wleconein

W|th them |nt0 the W|Id west. They were tempere persons who had made this a point of departure for

the Elains; and from what we can learn, we should

men too’ Who used |iquor for med|c|na| purpos not be surprised if five thousand more landed here

in twenty days. We also learn, thata large num-

H P H A ber have crossed the upper part of the state, inten-
Only. They ha'd Ilttle patlence Wlth the humc ding to cross ihe“;iver 'a{ lhe:Bl-!ffs—‘say l'ou’r.thouf
H : sand persons, e.do not think it an-extravagant
derellctS they sometimes met along the Way- assertion to say thatat least eighteenlhousand%er-
sons will leave the frontjer -between this place and
the Bluffs; and many persons estimate the number
far ‘above this. We have no means of knowing
what number will leave Independence, but should
suppose that six or eight thousand will depart from
that point. . This will ;make some 25,000 persons
on the plains ina few weeks. A number of these
are destined to perish upon the way, and we fear a
large number who have undertaken’ the trip, have
not thought properly upon it. - Some who have
been accustomed to hardships, may get along with-
out difficulty, while others who have never under-
gone any - privations, must suffer considerably on
the plains. : . i

Registdvionday, May 14, 1849
The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company Leaves St. Joseph, Missouri

When they were ready to start moving from St. Joseph, The lllinois and Californi
Insurance Company party consisted of 35 or 40 men, five or six women and a few children. They
traveled with twenty wagons and a number of men on horseback and with packhorsakeartd m
carry their equipment. They were all equipped with the best outfits that randeareful planning
could secure.

39. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from St. Louis, Missouri
April 28, 18494

Envelope addressed to:
Mrs Sara Cook
Springfield Illinois

Saint Louis April 28 1849
Dear wife

| send my best respects to you and my children hoping you will do theubeest yliring my
absencelt is now nine o clock night: | shall leave for St Joseph on tirelsiaaSacramento
about eleven o clock to night. Our party are all well and generally in good §pitswish
to write on the receipt of this it will reach me before | I8avdseph Missouri after that if you
write direct to San Francisco Calafornia.

My Best respects

To you all

E. Cook

140 Register Monday, May 14, 1849, |2.
141 The Society of California Pioneei€057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 2.
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Eli Cook, Henry E. Roberts and Henry M. Spotswood
Leave St. Louis For California via Independence, Missouri
April 29, 1849
Register Saturday, April 28, 1844*

13" Messrs, Eli Cook, H. E. Roberts, Henry M.
Spotswood, and others from this city, are to leave
8t. Louis to-morrow for California.via. lidepen-
dence, It is.amost respectable and well'appoint-
ed party. = B A

Elijah Cook Matheny and Charles Rollins Post Leave for California

Elijah C. Matheny and Charles Rollins Post (1826-191%%& DUROLQH 3RVWI{V KXVED
Sangamon County in 1849 to prospect for gold in California. Post came back with enough capital
to go into business; he dealt in grain and later in farm equipment.

Aged 93yrs, 6ms. Died in Los Angeles, CA. OId time friend and neighbor of Abraham
Lincoln. He was the last surviving member of the famous guard of honor which accontpanied
body of the President to Springfield from Washington in 1865.

Charles R. Post was born in Cornwall, Vermont, on January 15, 1826, the son of Truman
and Betsy (Atwater) Post. The family emigrated to Marietta, Ohio, if.1881842, Truman came
to Waverly, Morgan County, lllinois where he purchased a farm and remained until his death,
which occurred in 1847. Charles went to California, crossing the plains. Heneghin the mines
a couple of years, then returned to Waverly, where he stopped a short timentiie Jacksonville
and embarked in merchandising one year. He then moved to Springfield where he engaged in the
grain trade, and continued in the same until 1857; then engaged in selling faementd.

He married Miss Caroline Lathrop, daughter of Erastus Lathrop, of Ashforth, Connecticut.
By this marriage there were three sons: Charles William, Aurilian A, armdlCarMr. Post has
held several local offices of trust in the gift of the people, is aoteaithe Congregational Church.
In politics a Republican.

His son, Charles William Post, was the famous inventor of Postums cofiettige,
founder of Post Cereals, and other endeavors. C W Post was the fathejooieNderriweather
Post!4?

40. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife
April 29, 184944

1 (?) Mile North of Saint Joseph
April 29, 1849

My Beloved Wife: You cannot conceive the pleasure | havgeehio perusing your letters
to me, only to think | have had the good fortune to receive #ttees|from you within the
last three days dated the" 115tth and 19April. Dear | thank you for those sweet letters, so
full of love and confidence and containing that which | so much deskeo\vto | am sorry

to see so many expressions of sadness, once despondency, in yur Mitaetarling you

142 Register Saturday, April 28, 1849, A.
143 1881History. Contributed by The Meriwether Society #46827721.
144 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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should not indulge in such sad feelings as you have done, you mugtfbedre sake of our
deal little ones. | see much talk about what is most uppammogt mind, first you tell me
that our little dearest will soon be known by everyone, oh how gfadt isawhat | most
desired to know. | am confident now that you will be yourself thatilyte the noble, ???
and sensitive woman that | married for a wife. | know yooom#ider the great necessity
there is for you to be calm and cheerful and that you will tgotiofeelings of grief at our
separation for the good of our dear little unborn innocent. Ohwkhbthe knowledge that
you are carrying within you that little germ that will become dlge iofi him who is absent will
be the source of undefeatable joy to you, the reflection @éligatful to you, know that those
motions which you feel were produced by him whom you love andwdsoylou so dearly.
The more | think of it the more am | rejoiced that it is so. Hewas delighted when | read
about my noble boy. Tell hifPauwill bring him many ?? fronfFfawnyuand a little horse
for him to ride too. | hope the dear tresure is entirely well before you receiveethd ke
very sorry that Mr. Fisher should have said what he did. | arhsaid nothing that would
warrant him to say anything that would make you think | contemplated reftomintis
place. | am very sorry that he should have raised hopesritbgsom that could not be
realized. | am very much surprised that he should have dobetsay hope you will have
made up your mind to our separation long before you receive Knisw my dear you would
not have me to abandon my intention of going without more reasons for doengwbeh |
left home. | know you would not commit dishonor to your husband, yaw that. | could
not honorably leave our company. By joining the company | mayifduced several other
persons to dgotoo, it would not answer for me to back out from them navould become
a byword and a reproach in the mouths of every one, you would nbirhavbom you love
to be exposed to the sneers and ridicule of his fellow citizdimew you would not, and
therefore you will not reproach your husband for not returniyguao arms. My love you
need not give yourself any uneasiness about my safety on tidsitripams are of the best
description that will start ?? our men are more able to stanatithees of the journey from
having beccome inured to traveling than almost any otheers. But | must continueahy journ
Last Sunday | spent most of the evening in writing to my dear vkiéz d@ln to the river at
night. Some boats came up from St. Louis.

Tuesdg-I loafed about town all day, very tired of such business, towfirdfust and pedp,
time hangs very heavy on my hands not having anything to occupy my attention with, business
is a great thing to keep the mind occupied, heard for certain thatntpany were within
thirty miles of town, expected in morning, in the forenoon | sauntered t@undill dinner
time. After dinner White and | started for the country to meet tlys.bdVe walked until
night overtook us. Once while we had walded to where our road ruie atayed at a young
mans house who appeared to be just commencing life. They had onabittbdt reminded
me very much of my own dear boy. We had to sleep in the samenittothe man and his
wife, being the only one the edifice contained. It was a ramrh Ebfeet square containing
two beds, 3 chirs, 1 rough table 1 cupboard and a few cooking utensilsppEaegdato be
very happy, the wife is quite a witty sensible woman, during our danvérssnarked that
if our expedition should not prove successful | shouldl pass through to San Frandisaxo
home by the first of December. She remarked that there would bé&issicly and hugging
and fussing that it would make a person blush to be in a hundred yards of us.

Thursda 3After paying 25 cents for supper, breakfast and lodging we stastedaed, after
walking some 4 miles we saw a man working in a field and askad hirad and if he had
seen our teams, told us to take a cutoff and we might overtakbdfemthe ??7? certain
point in the road about ten miles from there, started backreacbed the point about 11
o elock found they had emcamped where they had crossed creek, pod afiree up with
them at last, in about six miles more traveling making a very hard??work the next day.

Tuesdg3we came into St. Joe on a ?? received a letter from myifesanoved out 1 mile

north and encamped, had some music after supper, which enlivenedery much, went
down and serenaded the citizens from the heights of St. Joseph?a@ peak that juts out

10C
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over the town as it were, immediately on the bank of the MissouridRiveounted by a crop
that marks the resting place of some old French voyageur who ??? hatltkatggi@ce for
its great beauty and grandeur, it commands one of the most magnificertiptbspehis
county can produce, our muisic sounded rich from that point and &dlileel dogs and some
of the natives, but before they could reach us we had???

That closed the week, now my dear | must talk of what | expectdmdoow, we will move

out of the United States of American into the Indian territory on the west giédMtissouri

River, where we shall encamp for four or five days befdedevap our line of march for the
shores of the Pacific, now docry dear for | can see the tears starting in those dear eyes at the
mention of it. Dear, when | looked at your picture this morningughbit did not look so
sadasXVXDO , KR Swll sMeeiHupddd theksake of him who so dearly loves hdir. Te
Walter that | am very glad that he has got his office and that | skisuletter and will try to
answeer it before | leave the country.

Tell ??7? to write to me, Tell Father that | receivedketiier by the hands of Mr. Anderson, but
he forgot to call and get the letters from ??? | was at theirénargeday whilst | was in St.
Louis, but did not buy anything from them. | suppose they were mad bedalsetland
would not give me the letters, my paper is getting very scarce. Deary | ard dédigicer
letters, they breathe such a ?7?? love for me that they feel like balenwponded heart.
Farewell my dear sweet wife.
Yours till death.
B. A. Watson

Indian Territory

While Biddle and The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company party tridated
Indians with great kindness, they always gave the impression that they wereaithtaaid were
always ready and able to defend themselves if necessary. Indians seldom made anlegtack un
they were reasonably sure of success.

Occasionally, they met Indians who asked for food, guns and ammunition. Tle\gaivwea
them small quantities of food, but never gave or traded arms or dimmufiheir guide
could speak the language of several of the Indian tribes and coulatiadkddy a common
sign language. B. R. and John Weber had also known Indians when thgyuwgreThey
understood them well enough to meet them in friendship. Most of the Indiaitts look
into their wagons, examine their stock, ask for bacon orélndrthen go their way. B. R.
always gave them something. In return, they gave him much \iafoatiation about the
country through which they were pas&amgl the trail ahead.

Once five or six Indians on horseback joined them and rode alibnitpern all day. The trail
wound through mountainous country, with huge rocks (behind which Indians cdultbeasi
been hiding) dotting the landscape on both sides of the road. Every ongantytheas
nervous and alert, but before sundown, the Indians turned off tagliterade down a dry
ravine and left them.

That night they feared an attack, and the usual guard was doubltesk wiHo slept kept
loaded guns within reagand the wagon containing ammunition was placed where it would
be most accessible in case of trouble. However the Indians did lest them. Perhaps
their guests of the day had been friendly Indians, as they had éainteely may have
decided that the company was too well armed and organized t@falyqrey to an attack.

145 And This Is Our Heritagegp. 91-92.
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George B. Goudy Leaves for Oregon
May 1849

George B. Goudy came to lllinois with his parents in. 1882 attended lllinois College in

the years 1844-5 and 1846-7 being then resident of Springffield Where he was employed

as a printer.Goudy left Springfield in May 1849 becoming one of the Argonau@sgoiry

to Oregon City, Oregon in September of that ye@here he became publisher of the
Spectatoa weekly newspapeHe soon went to Lafayette, Oregon where he held the offices
of circuit auditor and sheriffin the summer of 1854, Goudy married Elizabeth Morgan of
Lafayette One child was born to them. In April 1855 Mr Goudy remot@edlympia
Washington where he was unanimously elected public printer by thetlregidtee then
conductedThe Pioneer and Democratwveekly paper and did the territorial printing. He died
in Olympia on Septemb&9, 1857 Mr Goudy was a man of great industry and attained much
personal popularity. He was one of the early pioneers of ¢ifec Rzoast as his parents and
grandparents had been of the east and assisted in giving it a start in the course which has since
developed that region.

41. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife Fran Indian Territory
May 6, 18494

Indian Territory 8 [?] miles N. W. from St. Joe May 6, 1849

| now take up my pen to write you the last letter that | shallrbliadele certainty of your
receiving from me for some time to come, as tomorrowk&eutaour line of march for the
‘Eldoradojland dearest what | shall now write you will receive as the Wighashasband
and so far as wishes are expressed in these lines | feel theliatdst confidence you will
strive to carry out so far as in you lies the power g ttndhe first place my darling wife |
want you and | expect you will bear our separation calmly and patiently and diigimifiext
fortitude which | know you are capable of enduring. The knowledg®thaill thus conduct
yourself will lighten the hours of the weary much and makenmdyrest better satisfied for
then deserting you and my sweet boy now dearest | do not want ybard freeve yourself
unecssarily about me. | want that you should do everything tovngsear health for when |
come home | shall be very sorry to find that you have injn@dhealth by suffering you
mind to dwell upon imaginary dangers which you may supposensuime. Give yourself
no uneasiness whatever about me, for, for your sake | kbgbtad care of myself that | may
enjoy your dear society when | shall return to your arms to leavaedlienmore.

You must not believe unfavorable reports about us, for if anything nafershhould happen
to us we will poessess as great facilities as any one else of informiitg Yoerefore until
you hear from me or someone else believe nothing that is ofeoratble nature. As to our
success and capacity of reaching California tuogteful placet | have not the least
apprehension, our teams are of the best description, and moreowerenerdught another
wagon and two more mules for the purpose of making our load lighter. Mesbawith a
large company so that we will be ??? from ??? Indians aslaejde. Now dearest you must
be satisfied and contented for the sake of our dear littléavryesi own sake and for my sake,
you believe that it is all for the best that | should go. | beligvestial make a fortune by
going. | know that | have learned to appreciate your pricelessdv@nobably than | ever
should if | had not been separated from you, it is not so with you tastheathink it must
be so, if so is it not for the best that | should go and wheli fegidhat dear heart beating
against mine again | know that no mortal power shall tear mé.frBot | must return to my
journal.

146 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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Monday, April 30 - This morning at an early hour camp was astir with preparations for a start
for the Indian Territory of Nebraska. We moved down to towseaén oclock, the wind
blowing a gale and the dust filling the air to an extent that | newzusded. We took our
freights into our wagons, traveled up to DurscBerry 5 miles above St. Joe.

Tuesdg, May 1 2 The company lay all day at the ferry waiting our turn to cregsnt into
town with some others to make some purchases for the company. 8aagjun and two
mules for the purpose of fitting out another team. Returnedimbfclock and found th
company crossing the river all had took hold and assisted iy ritnvi boat which | found
hard work. Crossed over and went for the first time out of the United States.

Wednesday, May 2 2Last night the weather portended rain. Dean being sick | stoodrguard i
his place. Lay down at 1 a.m.. At 3 1¢2ogk Billson awakened me by shouting ??7? that we
were being overflowed. | started up and found it pouring down rain and the water running all
over the bottom of the tent. We got up ailsdonedjit on a log for the balance of the night.

At seven @lock we moved out to our present encampment about 8 mileshieativer upon

one of the most beautiful creeks | ever beheld. The watawisold and pleasant and we

have plenty of grass for our mules. The weather today has been warm and cloudy

3rd 2Remained in camp occupying ourselves with fixing up.

4th 2 Still in camp unloading and loading up the wagons, making boxes, 4132 ba#2? of
company | found a bee tree this evening which some of the baysuivaend cut. We got a
good supply of honey which went fine.

Saurday &h 2 Today | went into town and bought some articles for the company. Found the
road very bad in the bottom, timber in the bottom is of the verylegsription. Consisting

in part of two or three varieties of Hickory, four vasebieAsh, Hackberry, Cottonwood,
Locust, Walnut, Iron wood and Coffee Nut and Box Elder. The groucavisred with the

best of grass and rushes for stock. This is a fine country and as fmgovernment shall
become the owner of it, it will become alive as if by magic with a busy people.

Sunday 6th 2 Today | took a walk out to the road about a mile fromp;aand saw a great
many teams passing by. Amongst the rest was ?7?? Bill Duncan of BlooamddRo. Laster.
There are a great many going with insufficient teams foipthddday we had something of
a ‘stampedgamong our mules, they having been standing idle for several daygi¢ualiyof

of grass and corn. They are full of Satan and about anything will make theninetartvas
soon 8 or 10 pulling up their pickets, scampered off over to ??8u¥d¢eeded however in
recovering all of them. | think it will be of some advantage to us as it will cause us to be more
on our guard for such occurrences and prevent them in future. Iwhirdghall get off
tomorrow by 10 elock and go about 9 miles to Wolf River and wait there untilgemiae
into a trainpl | shall continue my dear to write to you every Sundageantimy letters by
such opportunities as may present themselves. | expect to be able to send you one with some
trains which we shall probably meet in the course of threerovéaks, and another from
Fort Larrimiepwhich shall reach about five weeks hence. Another by $dhegeMormon

we expect to meet between here and 8adt Lakg. But do not be disappointed if these
should fail as there is no reliance should be placed in their ctoiegce. | want you to
continue to write me your dear letters. | shall be alsbceive them once a moth as that is as
often as the mail is carried between New Orleans and Panamaamyriist again call to
your mind how much | desire that you should continue to live with my. faéime so solicitous
upon this subject solely on account of our dear boy, no not erdiredyher | think if you are
near you father often, he will keep your mind in a constantaftateeasiness from his
penchant that he has for prophesying evil. And you know my deandtwidt) for you in
your present condition to be too much excited about anything. Oh hold ke to see you

in about two months. You will look so ??? But it cannot be amgst content myself with
imagining how charming you will look. | forgot to mention that Ireaeé&/ed your dear letter
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in which you told me that it was a fact, but my dearest myipapawing to a close, yet it
seems to me that | could spend the night in writing to my love. Bst tlose. Give my love
to all the family. Tell Hetty that Bilison is in fine healthspidts. He has gained 13 pounds
in weight since he left home. But | must close by assuring you of the undyting afféch
fills my heart for the angel of my life. Oh how | love you my det svife. My angel, my
hope for ??? in this world.

Your affectionate husband,
B. A. Watson

[p.s.] Bilison says he will not write from this place but will do so @rstlapportunity. Kiss
my boy again and again my dear sweet wife. Tell John Ives that detxpleate received a
letter from him before this.

42. Alfred R. Elder and Sanford Watson Letter From St. Joseph, Missouri
May 7, 1849
Journal, Springfield, May 28, 184%

We have seen a letter from A.[lfred] R. Elder and Sanford \Watkded at St. Joseph, 7th
May, stating that their company had been very successful thus Veereivd good health.
Bush, Logan, Isaac Constant, Z.[acharia] Elkin and James Constant wéreeaeimpany
was on the eve of starting for the plains.

We are pained to state that Mr. William Leggott, late o€ityisbelonging to Mr. [Eli] Coak
company, died near St. Joseph, of cholera.

43. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from St. Joseph, Missouri
May 9, 18494
Envelope addressed to:
Mrs. Sara Cook
Springfield lllinois

Saint Joseph Missouri Math, 91849
Dear Wife and Children

| am in tolerable good health hoping these lines may find yenja@ling the same blessing. |
received your letter yesterday and was glad to hear that you wékre@d tie best you can
I hope to be able to return in less than two years from the stagdd. Our company are all
tolerable well. Daniel Leary sold out yesterday to Mr. &grand started home. Mr. [James
Francis]Reed is lying very sick with the fever in this place. Tthespolththeir team Levi
and Jacob Lewis are going with ox teams and Mr. Gormleytasl isgoing with us. | have
seen a great many of those from Springfield. They are gendtalifonénad better get Mr.
Wickersham to get my regalia at the Odd Fellows Lolbevetaet apron & collar is at the
Lodge and my sich apron is at my old shgpu can get them of Adams You may as well let
him sell them to some Odd Fellow and use the money keep the youngesst ehitithool as
much as possible and some of the older ones if you can spare thday. wieostart on our
MRXUQH\ DFURVYVY WKH SODLQmssing padis) O QRW« >HQG RI OHWWHU
E Cook

147 Journal May 28, 1849, p. 2.
148 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 3.
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44. William L. Todd Letter from San Francisco, California
May 13, 1849

We are gratified in hearing from our young friend William Ldd,cson of Dr. [John] Todd,
of this city, who left this place in 1845, with the immigraifo@dlifornia. He writes under
date of San Francisco, 13th May, that he has been in gooc Atradtast year [1848] he had
been digging th&ellow stuffin the Sierra Nevadazthat he was now engaged in mercantile
business, with fair prospects. The news part of this letter hambeipatad by previous
publicationg#?

45. Benjamin R. Biddle Journal From The Plains

May 13, 1849

FROM THE PLAINS
109 Miles West of St. Joseph,

May 13, 1849.

We are now on the great praifigothing to relieve the monotony of the view but a few small
groves, indicating watering places. The prairies of Illinois areard#a gpots in magnitude
compared to this great plain. This would be a beautiful county if timh@entgs We have
seen but few Indians. They have stolen some cattle, but they vesravalled. We keep a
strong guard at night. No accident has yet happened to us, aedaleng with as little
difficulty as any other 20 men on the road.

We expect in a few days to intersect the Independence road, when thera gikderush.
It is represented that there are great numbers ahead of us; but we thgifbeegreat body
is behind. When we lay B3gs we have to-ddynany companies pass2ashundred have
gone by to-day. They all seem to be in a hurry, and it is thought they drive fDoefgsass
is not very good generally; but the mules do well. Some wfesucomplain that our loads
are too heavy, and probably we shall throw away our ovens and lidplaisdrsn. As we
advance we find a great many articles thrown away by emigrants.

We expected to find it lonesome on the plains, but it is not so; welbateof society, and

that of the best men. We are either passing or in sight of teams andayhand we generally
find out where each other are from, &c. Our encampment isatiears, and time passes
swiftly. | will resume my journal: [We make brief extracts from it.]

Monday, May 7, 1849. 3Received a delegation from a company from Dayton, Ohio, which
desired to join us, and organize as one compatmch was agreed to, and they were to come
up with us on the march. We left camp at 10 A. M. at the soltie bugle, and this day
passed 128 ox teadencamped on the prairie, having traveled 12 miles.

Tuesdg, 8th. 3Passed an Indian Mission; some improveméntsse mill, blacksmith shop,
and farm, carried on by government, and a school, in which therdetereen 30 and 40
Indian children. It was evident the natives were making but slowsgragrcivilization,
growing out of their repugnance to labor. Traveled 16 miles and encamped.

Wednesdg, 9th. 3Some rain; traveled 8 miles and encamped on a branch; had to pack ou
wood nearly a mile; 85 oxen and six mule teams passed us.

Thursdg, 10th. 3Some dark clouds hanging about the horizon. Started at 7 A. \s gifo
timber near, indicating water; camped at 5 P. M., on a fine creek2thadkes. The Ohio

149 Journal June 8, 1849, p. 2.
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company having joined us, J. B. Watson was elected generaltsngent, and an advisory
committee appointed to assist him. We passed a very fine dog, which hadtgiven o

Friday, 11th. 3Signs of rain; started at 7 A. M.; showers of rain; crossed Nirfiehbeautiful
stream, with rocky bottom and timber on its margin. This is a greafqlemigrants. Here
we saw a fresh gréaf a man from St. Louis, who had been long in ill health. Every tre
about had bits of paper fastened to them, written upon, informing emégraritiends that
the writers were well and had passed this gdiatyeled 23 miles and encamped.

p— , - -
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This excerpt from the Lewis and Clark map of 1814 shows the rivers of southwest Iaseaitheast Nebraska,
and northwest Missouri. The Little pand ‘Greatp ‘Ne-ma-haw p
Rivers are seen at the west-central edge of the map.

Saturday, 12th. Some clouds, cold; started at 7 A. M.; passed a dead ox parnidskame
to an encampment where many things had been left, and a wagon buret cyoss&d three
tributaries today. Our Ohio friends broke a wagon tongue by thimguaway of the cattle;
no farther damage done. Timber on the creek elm, and had bad faesled 21 miles.

Sunday, 13th. The morning bright and beautiful. 28 wagons encamped with us last night.
The day has passed very pleasantly. 130 wagons have passed us tirdhyhai\ée majority

of the teams travel on the Sabbath, what the result will be oteanes;, the end will prove.
There is a family of children in camp tonight; the little creaturesagfal@nd happy.

There were a train of 34 wagons passed today in which werevidtoh and lady and two
children (formerly Miss Woodson of Springfield.) Their wagon was bdgatifahged, and
as neat as a parlor. The lady looks well and appears as if at home.

B. R. B.

P. S. Tuesdy 15th. All well, and moving on well, we are eight miles above where the
Independence road strikes ours, and 140 miles from St. Joseph.

1% The Nemaha River basin includes the areas of &teaftNebraska below the Platte River basin that draicty
into the Missouri River. The major streams of theimhge include Weeping Water Creek, Muddy CreeltleLit
Nemaha River, and Big Nemaha River. The basin latbarea of approximately 2,800 square miled,includes
much of southeastern Nebraska. TRgDPH p1HPDKDY R Udwhy-QtioeAMissoutiadQphi&ldd-bhaha,
ZKLFK PHDQWRLDOWHIG UHIHUV WR -pakthgRindec G\ ZDWHU DW FRUQ

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nemaha_River_basin
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HEAD WATERS, LITTLE BLUE,
May 30, 1849.

Another week has passed since | wrote you. Nothing strange has occouaredotopany
since then. We all enjoy excellent health. The road is mosteaxcand the country most
beautiful. The streams have rapid currents, and the waters are as clgatal, with pebbly
bottoms. Springs of great beauty are breaking out constantlyjshpeiag, and there seems
nothing wanting to make this country most desirable for the agricubutdiistber. When
the autumnal fires are kept out, timber will spring up and grow with rapidity. Yissaona
be;3 for game is becoming scarce, and the natives will have to leave the country.

We have seen a few buffalo and antelopes, but none of them have been shot. We are now in
the Indian country. They are very shy offtesy of them having come into the camps. We
keep a strong guard at night.

We are constantly passing notices from those who have preceeittes, upon paper, elk
horns and board8so that we are apprised of all that is going on ahead of us. The number of
deaths known to me | have given in my journal.

The season is so backward that Flora has not put on her beautifeht®siene. | have seen
but few flowers that | have not seen before. | send you a spetimemild pea, in the midst
of a field of which is our encampment. The air is filled with its perfWife have encamped
to spend the Sabbath. Some of our company are now out hunting, whie ldthenyself,
are engaged writing to friends far away. | have dated this on $humdgty,in fact written on
Saturday. We have an opportunity of sending letters by priveeas®which brings letters
to us at 25 cents, and deposits ours in the nearest post office at one dollar.

Time passes away swiftly on these plains. We have an abundanety8irdecsting, well
educated personthut we are absent from many we love.

| have given you the general features of the week, and now resume my journal:

Monday, May 14. 3Rained hard, with a high wind. Resumed our jouiceye to the Big

Blue, a rapid streadpassed a wagon which had broken down, and partly burnt. Here was a
fresh grave, of a young man who had died of inflammation loéwheds. Traveled 23 miles

to day, and passed 113 wagons.

Tuesdg, 15th3Cloudy and cold; started at 7 A. M.; passed three new gvaeesf the
persons died of fever, one of a bowel complaint, and the other eé&¥kibeing run over by
a wagon. Made 22 miles to-day.

W ednesdg, 16th. 3Cloudy and cool; started early; came to Walnut Creek, took in wood,
crossed over the creek, and crossed Sandy, a pretty stream; samslope, but failed to
secure anyB. [enjamin] A. Watson shot at one, but at too great distamzksteffect. Made
23 miles*rained hard at sun-down.

Thursdy, 17th. 3Cloudy morning; started early; some excitement in consequence of two
drivers mistreating a mule, but it ended in smoke; struck the Little Blogagl fiooned- 3
encamped at night upon its bank; caught some fine fish; passed 9®dagmsaiv some
abandoned Indian lodges; made 25 miles.

Friday, 18th. 3Sun rose clear, caught fish and a turtle; traveled up thelriday; passed 59
wagons; road sandy and gravelly; made 23 miles.

Saturday, 19th. 3SThere was a thunder storm last night; it frightened our mules; morning very
windy; passed the Louisville Company, which had just buried one ofutindier shot by
accident. We made our camp at 11 A. M. Mules want rest, grass good am=define

Yours, B. R. B.
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46. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife From Nebraska Territory
May 13, 1849

One Hundred 12 miles West of St. Joe
Territory of Nebraska May 13, 1849

My Dear Wife: By the date of this you will see that | am steadilgpiddly leaving all that |
love far behind and am streaching my course far on to that point of whitdwvead???The
Far Westuiand my dearest wife you cannot conceive of the varied feelings whiclilgdilistan
my bosom.Sometimes it is that of a man who feels that he is doing something anarigest

| feel a ??? of doing my duty to you and our children by endeavopiagéo/ou independent
circumstances which | hope this trip will effectually accomplisiredde was compelled to
leave St. Joe without receiving another letter from you, Wrhizét confidently expected to
have done. | wanted to hear from you again that our fond hopksheaealized, but | shall
believe that it is so and shall expect about next Christmag wf heather fine boy being
come to town. Dearest | hope that before this your mind has settled downaaksalydur
separation as | would have you, in fact from what father wrote nfelentin believe that it
has done so, my angel | do not know when you will receive this laupiéasure for me to
write to you. This morning | looked at your picture and it did smokatural | almost fancied
that the lips were about to open and speak to me. But | kissed thetogpetighe sound.
We have been waiting by today and are camped by the first trees thabywsrk@Monday
??? we have had to make our home in the wide prairie every night.

Monday 7

2This morning all hands went to work early loaded up our wagons readwafoupacst our
long journey which we commence at 10:00 a.m. One of the Begisakblack squirrel the
first one that | ever saw. Saw a red crawfish in the broalay Barr road has been over a
beautiful country, soil excellent but rather broken though our roddéasather level having
traveled upon a ??7? ridge most of the way, saw some Indians and an Inéiap gra tree
which is the way some of the tribes bury their dead. Camiperi@liock having traveled 15
miles.

8" 2 got off at 6 ¥ elock this morning, weather fine but rather warm. Wolf River at 10,
reached theMissionpat 12. The mission is an agency established by the government for the
purpose of paying the Indiartheir annuities. The Presbyterians have some missionaries here
for the purpose of Christianizing and civilizing the Indians, but one dditedathe mission

told me that she thought there would not be much good come of it, as the men were too fond
of painting their faces and too lazy to work. The governmsrd kary fine farm under
cultivation here for their benefit a couple of miles fartherSaw some 10 or 12 Indians who
seemed to have put on their holiday paint they were all well moantkd) their native
costumes and fancy pants they looked fine. There were two twin baotbegsthem they

were very fine looking men. The country today has been more level aadliy ia very fine

body of land, but deficient in timber. Roads are incomparably Gaenped in the open
prairie at 3. Weather fine. Making 16 miles.

9" 2we remained in camp til 1 Y2abock waiting for the balance of our company. Some ???
Indians ??? when we have combined for mutual protection. Countmestilbeautiful.
Started 1 %2 elock and traveled till five making about 8 miles. Halffroitewood and water.

10" 2This morning our train moved majestically off at the sound of the Hifgleagons and
68 men make very considerable ??? Stopped at 12 to noon réstenluts and then traveled

151 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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on till 6, making 9 ¥z hours traveling time, or 25 miles. Weatteatéming rain but none of
consequence falling.

11" 2weather looking hazy and still threatening rain, occasionallgfdirigzer in sight along
the water course. Found today the first running stream of watemile$6aveling ??? Having
been all the time upon a beautiful ??? ridge. Camped atdivekdhaving as usual stopped
to noon, ??? Made today 23 miles.

12" today we have to pass a large train of ox wagons who would not turn out obthesway f
We have passed since last Monday about 200 ox teamsxpéét ® get ahead of all of them
in about three weeks. Weather pleasant, but road dusty. Nooned atahéousuand
reached camp at 6 under the shade of a tree, the first we haver seanef days upon the
road. Country today has been more hilly. Made today 22 riitetay we have been laying
over since we have been here there have been some 16x0te@ins passed our camp and
30 more have stopped here. We will have a hard time tompeassing them. We have to
turn out of the beaten track and it makes it hard upon the mules to draw the wagons.

My dear another week of our probation has gone. Time rolls on with gredy rafsickady

| begin to count the weeks that have passed and think that every one that rolls by on the wings
of time brings me nearer the moment when | shall behold my lkantf lovely wife. Oh

how I long for the time to come when | shall start home. When it comed wome with a

rush. | should think | would. My dear | am very sorry that you should have wrought up your
mind to the belief that | was going to back out and come home. | do notthaxkilhough

that you had much reliance that | would turn back. You know me too wedtfor th

The best thing for you to do now is to devote yourself entirely to gaubabies, thinking
only of my returning to reap the rich harvest of love which yoasering up for me deary.

| do not think | shall ever have the heart to go even dowowin when | get home without
kissing those stout lips of thine. | wish | could do so now for | thirkit! cure mine which

are very sore from riding in the wind. Otherwise my heakhyig@od as also is Billserand

in fact every other member of the company. You must not neglectetdo me very often.

| shall probably be able to reach San Francisco by the midipiember at the farthest end

| shall then expect to get letters enough from you to keep me readéed at least | shall
occupy a week in reading them over. Borget to request the postmaster at San Francisco
to hold on to the letters until they are called for. Direghgbe back of your letters, otherwise
they may be sent to the dead letter office. | shall continue my histoy letters though you
may never receive this one but if you should fail to eegswof them | shall be able to supply
their place by reference to my journal. It is nowe®ck at night and all the camp are
assembled round the campfire singif@d Hundredu'* Billson and @hanis are
accompanying them on their instruments. It sounds very finews@yeowhere such sounds
were never heard before. It has entirely stopped thé&irgoaf the frogs in the adjacent
stream. They have now changed the tune toRkad March in Sayl which reminds me
that we passed the grave of a young man yesterday from St. LouiSjrasMvho died of
dropsy and was buried by the wayside. A monument to call the attention of all to the fact that
we are but grass before the sickle, but | am not wont to becopersba, so | will change
my key and talk of something more agreeable to wit to tell you again how naegloulmy
dear. | know | do my heart feels like | have left half of it behind and so | have too the biggest
part by a long shot. Kiss my boy for me every day an teathlbive his father. | shall expect

%2 0ld 100"° R Old3Hundredti DOVR FRP P RQONuiRdBe® O Hyrin tundn Long Metre from Pseaumes
Octante Trois de David (1551) (the second editiothefGenevan Psalter) and is one of the best knowndmeslin
all Christian musical traditions. The tune is usuatlyibuted to the French composer Louis Bourgeoi$gt0 +c.1560).
Although the tune was first associated with Psalmia3e Genevan Psalter, the melody receives its cumeene from

an association with the 100th Psalm, in a transidiioWilliam KetheHQWLWOHG 3$00 3HRSOH WKDW RQ (DUWK GR '

melody is commonly sung with diverse other lyrics as well.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_100th#Lyrics
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that he will be able to spell by the time | come home. Wdre proud of him. Though my
paper is out so | must kiss you sweet goodnight my sweet wife
your affectionate husband,
B. A. Watson

47. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife From Near Headwaters of the
Little Blue, 240 Miles From St. Joseph, Missouri
May 19, 1849

Camp near the Headwaters of the Little Blue 240 miles from St. Joseph, M
May 19, 1849
My Dear Wife:

You cannot conceive how agreeably | was surprised t@radeiter from you away out in the
midst of a great plain, on Tuesday last about noon a man came upri@irogarrying an
express to the Platte River and on reading over his list | had the lradésddy to see my
name and on opening the letter | found it was from my dear swedbaieiflethe 30K + , W
came like manna from above to me for | did not expect to tearyou until | had reached
California. | had to pay a dollar postage but it went freegyfutrthe worth of my money. It
told me that you and my boy was well and it made me certmmethingvhich | very much
wanted to be sure of though | thought it must be so. Yet my dear Irgrthabyou cannot
quiet your mind down. It is no use dwelling in your thoughts further algardgming back
until | see the Elephant or rather as you say until | pick up what | want,emdl dehthat |
assure you my dear you shall see me just as quick as wincaanah gtee air balloon can
bring me to your dear bosom. | sent you a letter a few memket | received yours, by a
man who was going into Kansas, he had been out to bring a gentlemad ienheft by
his company sick, it is now Saturday night and the camp tonight is enliverenhbgicrof
our band. It has the very best effect upon the mind of the Inh@ne just had to suspend my
writing to take part in the performance. Our band is composed of a canméipne, fiddle,
tambourine, symbols, for which we use two pie pans, triangle fonwehschstitute an old
stirrup [sic] and really we make some very good music as gooddagame any of the
inhabitants of this country ever heard. Speaking of inhabitants, wet lseéman Indian
since we left the vicinity of the Missouri though we have been travelling theowgtritdor

all the time. We expect to see some next week, though they asemntgueas all being
friendly, but they will steal anything they can lay their hands odo ké¢ intend to give them
any chances to steal anything from us as we keep guard a# thestiyman taking his regular
turn once every fourth night. We bring our mules every night ilctarral L which is a place
?7?? formed by driving our wagons close one behind another in a circlerawe fhitch our
tents in the spaces between the wagons. We then stretch large rop&smcoosswagon
to another to which we tie our mules making them perfectly secinst athattempts of the
Indians. But my dear | must continue my journal as | am filling my sheet. |sthatlisdy
the man who brought me yours of the 30th instant. He has beeranpatiePlattpand is
now staying at an encampment about 1 mile beyond us and will g@oowoniast Sunday

| spent my time in writing to my beloved and in the evening | took a nap and dreamed of her

Monday May 14"-This morning we all felt very much refreshed by our ??? of theefiag
and moved on over a beautiful country but still deficient in timbemtbebeing anything like
enough for even fire wood much by less tall timber. 12fonitker we passed thBig Blue}l
amost beautiful stream full of fine fish. We lost 3 hours todayssingpthe Blue and one of
its aflluents. Nooned at the usual hour and encamped elb6kohaving traveled some 20
miles.

153 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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Tuesdg 15" -This morning we passed by the grave of a young man of Louisville byehe na
of McMillen who lost his life by the mules running away with the wadjtireavagon passing
over his body. This country still presents the same vast expansigi® uninterrupted by

not a single tree. Our road is not quite so straight as bdefoyet being good water and grass
in ??? tonight. Struck the Independence Road today, aboutl@6ko dont appear to be
much traveled yet. Camped today atok making 23 miles.

16" -Our road today has been over a very broken country but the lengiigh in places but
generally not so good as heretofore. We took a high cut todiaaeed 10 miles. Crossed
the ‘Sandyyl a tributary of the Little Blue about six miles from Walnut KGramother of its
aftluents, making ??? halt we camped at 6, distance traveled today 23 miles.

17"-This morning we got off early traveled over a rough road till 12yweh&ruck the Little
Blue, a very fine stream not quite so large as the Sangamoriishulvbiich we caught a mess
while our mules were grazing at noon. 13 miles fronSwedyl The weather for several
days has been cloudy and cool, found fine grass in the bottomBfubpup above stream
our road had been today. Camped at 6, distance 25 miles.

18" -Our road still runs up the Little Blue through a very rich bottomlealsing it twice for
60 miles if there were more timber the valley of this streard W®w@s fine as a man could
well find. We have not found any game yet except an occasiolmgdeanteich is so wild as
to render it almost impossible to get a shot at them. We expechéoup with the buffalo
next week.

19"-Buffalo grass is now becoming very common. Our road still cantinascend the Little
Blue. Last night there was a war among the elements thunder, lightnaig taking part in
the performance. This morning the grasses were quite heavy froainthef last night,
making it hard on the mules. Today one of Eastexagons capsized no damage done. We
encamped at 11 1/2adock today upon fine grass where shall remain until Mondayceasldie
not reach a camping place west of Sixteen miles from this edajueight. We expect to
camp on the big Platte River. Our camp is surrounded by a perfedte?@¢&@riety of sweet
pea which is now in full bloom filling the air with its fragrance. areeyore beautiful than
any of their kind | ever saw, probably because they remind rnit¢oofe 1 | have also
observed a variety of pink bearing a yellow flower, also a Vfenyenearly resembling the
China Aster? In appearance and fragrance. The Prickly Peapoiaibg very common in
every location we have had one or two ??? of wild onionareatalhave a dish of turtle soup
tomorrow as Billson had the good fortune to catch a very fine tuntideigre last. We shall
season our soup with wild garlic of which there is a good supply aWmtehrned from a
young man who came up since we encamped thatRedyatrts was a few miles behind us and
he will doubtless come up tomorrow as we shall lay by. There are a great manygiegsons ¢
out by this route that is from the various fronts of the Missouri Ridénk they will amount
to 20,000. We are ahead of the many and | think shall be able to keepese.whs a man
killed by one of his comrades a mile below us last night eithéerdlycior on purposel
believe the latter, making in all six deaths that have taken pthiteroad that we know of.
| tell you this that you may not be frightened by the stories youesragrid that we heard
before we started from.Sbe and which we have found to be false. Our whole camp are
entirely well and have been so, but | find | am coming to the boftorg paper and as it is
getting too late to write another, everyone in camp except myself, rttee agh others
similarly occupied, are snoozing in accompaniment to Mr. Wind, whichlowing
tremendously making the canopy of our tents flap and flop as thewgitditsplit. | think we
shall have some more rain before long, but a word to my swegiwnrist not blot your
letters up so with you tears save them, to share for joy ypeaferreturn recompensed for
the sacrifice which | am making for the good of my family. Eh agsh | could write some
word that would express the extent of my love for you but | cannotushdeave you to set
your own ??? upon it. Your affectionate husband.

B. A. Watson
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John S. Bradford Reaches San Francisco, California Via Isthmus of Panama

May 20, 1849
Reaches San Francisco on May 20, 1849

On January 1, 1849, John S. Bradford joined the vast army of peoplaghmshing its way
on to California in search of gold. He went by the way of the Isthmasarh&, and after a
voyage of eighty-seven days on the Pacific Ocean arrivad-aiSasco, on May 20, 1849.
He made Benicia his headquarters and became a man of prosthere His family resided
in Springfield, and he retained his business relations with Mr. Johnséh also.

48. Letter From Charles Maltby at Fort Kearney, Platte River, Nebraska
May 24, 1849
Journa/\Wednesday, June 27, 1849,

From the Plains
Fort Kearney? Platte River, May 249.

We have the pleasure to say that we are in good health atsdaspirare progressing finely
towards our place of destination. We have had good weather ahtbgds. No accident

has befell us. Mrs. Blhealth has rapidly improved. Our team is doing well. Oxen six years
old are better than mules for this trip.

Yesterday we met a company of traders from the Rocky Mountainssayhey will have
good roads, and grass as far as they have been (400 miles) towards the Rtaikg.Male
hear nothing to discourage us, and hope to reach California in September.

About 200 teams have passed us, and we supposketeenge 3,000 behind. The Springfield
ox-teams are about a days travel behind; and the Springfield mulareasut the same
distance ahead, and we expect to overtake them, we are constantly passingsnwigicham
left St. Joseph before we did.

We are now 230 miles from St. Joseph; 40 miles more wjllusato the buffalo region, where,

it is said, they are plenty. 340 miles from this will bring us to Fort Lararofeywstiope to
reach by the I'&f June; and &t Hall is 550 miles from that point, which we expect to reach
by the 1 of August.

Messers. Morgan, Harris and Turley are with§ gall well. The weather is cool. We are now
passing for Kearney, and | must close.
Yours, etc.
Charles Maltby
Mr. S. B. Moody, Springfield Il

154 1891 History p.588.

155 Journal Wednesday, Jun 27, 1849 3.

1% Fort Kearny was an outpost of the United States Amwopded in 1848. The outpost was located along thgdDre
Trail near Kearney, Nebraska. The town of Kearnek its name from the fort. The fort became the eastechor of
the Great Platte River Road and thus an importaritanyiland civilian way station for 20 years. Wagaairts moving
west, were able to resupply after completing abaikth (16%) of the journey. The fort offered a safeingsarea for
the eastern immigrants in this new and hostile land.stdg could be traded for fresh stock and letters Isack to the
States. The fort continued to expand over the yeats,there were over 30 buildings before its closaré871. It took
on additional roles as a Pony Express station, an @ek8tage station and a telegraph station.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Kearny

112


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kearney,_Nebraska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Platte_River_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stagecoach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph_station

Letters From California and Oregon 498

Abraham Lincoln Declines Offer of Secretaryship and Governor of the Oregon Territory

In 1849, the Oregon Territory was being rapidly settled, and the pioneers were expecting
to have a Territorial Governor appointed. The friends of Abraham Lincoln werauarfor him
to have the appointment, as he seemed to be especially qualified to govern a new tSwitoe
of his enemies were also anxious to see him sent away from the States whassbeeoming a
person of importance, and those who disliked his ideas and rough manners feared higinfluenc
But Lincoln, himself, had never asked for the position; and when it was offelnéd tee declined,
and recommended a friend for the office. It was said that his wife refusedddgegon as she
believed in his political future in the States.

Abraham Lincoln was offered the secretaryship of the Oregoorigrvithich he promptly
declined.

In 1849, he was offered the more lucrative and prestigious governoShgnanh (paying
$3000 per year), which tempted him. John Todd Stuart and LincolnnvBleomington
attending Court when a special messenger arrived informing himrQwétioa governorship
offer. When Lincoln asked Stuart if he should accept, his former taveipsaid hethought

it was a good thing: that he could go out there and in all likelihood come back from there as a
Senator when the State was admifieidcoln finally made up his mind that he would accept
the place if Mary would consent to go. But Mary would not consenbta therep Joshua
Speed later told Stuaithat Lincoln wrote to him that if he [Speed] would go along, he would
give him any appointment out there which he might be able to contrmoln_evidently
thought that if Speed and Speedife were to go along, would be an inducement for Mary to
change her mind and consent to go.

Lincoln doesrt give a reason for rejecting the job. But some speculaténtw@h s wife,
Mary Todd, didnt want to move as far west as the Oregon Territory. At thetiahéerritory
was made up of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, and part of Wyoming.

Other Lincoln historians suspect Oregon would have placed Lincolnrtaavdg from his
political connections. In fact, Lincoln never even visited the Oregitory.

The population of Oregon in 1849 was well under 50,000 people. Amctmbe, Vancouver
was bigger than Portland, mainly due to Ft. Vancouver and the HuBagnCompanip’

Mary Lincoln ‘did not fail to remind him that her advice, when he was wavedngstrained
him from fhrowing himself awagn a distant territory.

157 National Archives, 1849-1907, box 32, Record Grd&p College Park, Maryland. Newspapers reportet tha
/ILQFROQ WXUQHG GRZQ WKH 2URINRREMVMHFWLRRUW RLXKX EHAD RWBOQWR UHPRYH WR
FRXQWU\ = -HVVH &RQUDTrm/Rau&Ditdiafa, % O6tBheig49, Smith Papebsary of
Congress. Mary Edwards Brown, granddaughter of Nikia Michael BurlingameAbraham Lincoln: A Life
Vol. 1, Chapter 8.

115



Letters From California and Oregon 498

49. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Fort Laramie, Wyoming
June 7, 1849¢

Fort Larami&® June th 1849
Dear wife

| take the present opportunity of dropping you a few lines to infarrigiol am well. In fact

| am in better health than | have been for years. My comresledl & good health and in

fine spirits We have traveled nearly half our journéje shall be in Calafornia if we have no

bad luck before the middle of Augusdur mules are in good order to day Sunday we are

getting them in shape We are encamped with the Springfield Rangers nidierShas been

to our tent to see udvir. [William] Shield, Mr. [Ebenezer] Colburn and many othare in

WKH FRPSDQ\ >WRUQ SDJH@ RI WKRUW BDQHBUWODBMH QVDERG @&/« WKRRJ
out of 24. Which is tiresome | assure you. We get up at &k il the morning and eat

breakfast at about sunrise. Our route is on the same path prot@pleing can be done as

well as another. Some get the blues on the rBathe are of no use. Some turn back and

others should. If a man has not spirit, he should never start for@alaFor in the legend

« RI RXU UHYROXWLRQDU\ KHURHV LW WU4DMWNhREIiIQsY VRXOV DQG F
different. | have a spirit to endure hardships and a constitution also.fdlhbeéer for the

last two weeks than | have felt for years. The first gaut gdurney after we left Saint Joseph

was rather gloomy. The road side was a complete grave yard and freqoremtyyassthree

buried in one grave of cholera several of us had sympfatrtsubexcept for our old friend

[William] Leggott we all escaped __ (tornp&a€@ G WKHUH LV VFDUPRHHO\ « WRUQ SD.
are now about seven hundred miles from Saint Joseph or dlemdred miles from

Springdfield. | hope these few lines may reach you and find you all well.

My love to you and my children
Your husband
E. Cook

50. Elijah Cook Matheny Letter From the California Road
Journal, Wednesday, June 13, 1849.

A letter from our young friend, Mr. [Elijah] Cook Matheny, datedatant, on the California
road, states, (a fact of great interest here,)lthatCholera had left the traipHis company
was well. He says he has seen the elephant and is determined to ride him.

Elijah Cook Matheny, the son of Charles R. Matheny, was born in Springfield, on June
13, 1826, and lived there practically all of his life. At the breaking out of th@ §8ld fever in
California, he traveled across the plains by wagon to the Pacific Coast and stayadtth&8&4,
when he came back to lllinois. He sailed from San Francisco for Panama and tiNgwevtork.
He stayed in Panama for some eight months near where the Canal is now*fécated.

158 The Society of California Pioneei€057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 4.
159 Qriginally established as a private fur trading fiar1834, Fort Laramie evolved into the largest &est known
PLOLWDU\ SRVW RQ WKH 1RQWRERPKHQMDRQV EHTRUW LIM\DMXEHIRHAGVEBMW ~ ZLWQHYV
sweeSLQJ VDJD RI $PHULFDYTV ZHVWHUHYLNMDQNVHRWRDAOGF URDIFKPHQW RQ WKHLU
Located at confluence of the Laramie and Northt®Rivers in southeast Wyoming, this famed outpdisst as
a fur trade post and then as a military garrisaygqd a strategic role in transforming the Uniteat&&t. Here, for
56 years successive waves of trappers, tradersyeNAmericans, missionaries, emigrants, soldiers, rsiner
ranchers and homesteaders interacted and leftrttegk on a place that would become famous in te®lyi of
the American west - Fort Laramie. https://www.gps/fola/learn/historyculture/index.htm
160 Journal Wednesday, June 13, 1849, p. 3.
161 Historical Encyclopedia of lllinois and History 8angamon County, lllinoi$/olume 2, Part 2edited by Newton
Bateman, Paul Selby, p. 1424.
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51. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to Wife
From Camp on Platte River 6 miles West of Deer Creek
June 17, 18492

Camp on Platter River 6 miles West of Deer Creek
June 17th, 1849

Dear Beloved Wife:

Sunday again brings us a day of rest and me an opportunity of futiitiegmeasant duty of
informing you of our progress, and to tell you again and again how mucloluloghydear
sweet wife | wish it were possible for me to give you some itleachfihge that has come
over my feelings since | left you. | thought that | lovetgfaue | left home, but | dobthink
compared with my present feelings the ??®?®@ caused by so holy a name as love. If |
loved you then | adore you now. Dear wife if | am spared anddshgain be permitted to
embrace you the most faithful of hearts you will be repaid fagrapotary separation by the
tender love which | shall lavish on you and our dear children ibenfigm the long delay
that must occur before you can possibly receive this that yieaveibecome again a mother,
oh sweet and bitter reflection. Sweet because the little angedaitiother bond to cement
our hearts together, sweet because you will have it éamtbeberish during the absence of its
father. Sweet because the sight of the dear cherub will increase yourthevauthor of its
being and when | return | shall be very greedy and shall expect you toitpgioume a rich
store of love, a bitter reflection because | cannot be witto yhweer and strengthen you by
being with you during your hard trials but may the good Lord carry youttsafegh the
ordeal.

| left my last letters my dear for you at Fort Larimer but etiomes fear you will never receive
them for | have not much confidence in the honesty of the peoplee Bbrt. They are
generally a rough set of men who have spent most of their livegstamohildren of the wilds
and who have lost if they ever possessed those fine sensibilities whicimake them
respected. The epistle of an absent husband to his wife though they may nothdestagy
they have received the money to transmit to the states it might besatagsiness for them
if they ??7? perform their duty. Now for descriptions of tretfis built of some dried brick
or as the Mexicans call’&dobein the form of a square containing something like an acre of
ground. There is a court in the center the walls are vekctpable of resisting any efforts
of the Indians against it the wall is provided with loop holafidanen, all around the square
in the inside is occupied as store houses, work shops, stables, apartrifentadar all of
whom are blessed with copper colored spouses and all that [pag&/2jére as ugly as the
mud from which surrounded them, though there is no accounting for tastes idsstid g
when she kissed the cow. The East side of the Fort is the main enirtnatesiole the houses
are two stories high the roofs are almost flat sloping slightly imaacdnaposed of earth
thrown on logs of cedar laid close together the wall of trextending above the roofs of the
houses forms a most admirable breastwork for defense. Thera Veege number of fine
wagons drawn up before the fort which they had bought for the enormous sendaifdis

a piece which had been abandoned by emigrants on account ofitigeiobéneavy. They
had thousands of pounds of bacon which they have bought for 1/4 cergetot p@ pound
and everything else in provisions. We came up with Capt. Roberts hdvadwéfh two ?7??
before he and Henry Spotswood had had a fight and separated hefréhevmen going with
Henry and four of them going with Roberts among them ??? Youlciohtelves this ???
Roberts traveled with us this week but left us yesterday evening he | supposexqdod wishi
layover on Sunday. Today the camp was thrown into a statatéxgitement by three
buffalos being discovered making their way directly for the camp, not withstawding

162 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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Sunday. | could not withstand the tempation was seized by gunmen andlgutdaone of
them about 100 yards off though | did not get to meet | anircek#led the animal. ???
and ??? Killed one yesterday evening about 4 miles fropnuggon which we are now feasting.
The meat on our table today consists of Buffalo meat and deeopantidh, Hare, and
bacon, a first rate assortment we have plenty of fresh meat all thattimest resume my
journal. You understand unless something untoward occurs that weaatvaatygrcamp on
Sundays and of which | make no note.

Monday, June 11 started at 6 AM rolled some 8 miles the road diverged themiver to
which it did not return for the distance of 6 miles. The teaneitfaltnoon on the high table
and adding by having taken a cut off or a bye path wratdng the river but impossible for
teams. | came out far ahead of the wagons. | lost my dinner leubstie most beautiful
flowers | have yet seen. We reached the Laramie Faink ¢flatte at four elock which we
found a very fine rapid River. It was most too deep to ford we locked onrsidegoup and
came through safely and encamped on this side about 1/2 milé Feastlaramie. Upon
very finegrassat6 B ORFN Q3 MiwsD QFH

12" started at 6 1/2 ¢lock arrived the fort where we sold some of our powder atidviea
having become satisfied that we have more than we should havefananevishing to
lighten our wagons drove 7 miles over some very steep hills tfmbugear so hard as | had
expected to find and stopped to noon on ??? grass and without water 5 miles fasttmer we ¢
to the Warm Springua very large and most beautiful spring pouring out from beneath a tall
cliff and most barren and ??7? looking spot the water is tepid being 7ésdegrthe
thermometer the atmosphere at the same time was 61 degreeanwessl four miles beyond

the spring upon the open plain having taken wood and water from the saingediraveled

16 miles.

13" This morning we got off at 5 1/Zlock travel over a very hilly country. The road is the
finest | ever saw no turnpike road being superior to it. We areaalirig through the Black
Hills and the country is more like a desert than anything | evénmagh the people at the
fort told us there was more grass this season than there had beetvéoydars before.
‘Laramies Peal{the loftiest peak of the Black Hills has been in sight at intervals since Friday
last now appears not more than 10 miles from us. But it is iDfath® atmosphere being
SO pure you can see objects at incredible distance. The top afuh&im is covered with
snow and to me snow at this time of the year looks very strange.sdémms to be a good
guantity of pine timber growing on the sides of the mountains we hesedlataring the day
several fine streams of pure water with timber and fine grasg whkah this place would be
impracticable for traveling. We halted at noon as usual and stopfleari@ght between two
high hills at five elock. Distance 25 miles.

14" today we have traveled over the same fine roads and dastst.cthe only plant which
seems to flourish here being the wild sage which grows to an ??¢isgésdéuel and filling
the air with a strong smell of turpentine and camphor. We passedhihwhat is supposed
to be an old crater of a volcano whose fires are long since axtinghose thunders have
long since been quieted. The soil and sides of the hills arowny raxe looking as if they
had been exposed to extreme heat many of the hills are eviderglgamic origin. We
crossed several streams today the largest of which is the LaBonte. Tikeawatdd as ice.
Wood has been plenty since leaving the fort. Weather during the wiididéeday becoming
very warm, but cool at night, no mosquitoes. Distance 20 miles.

15" The country today seems to be improving and grass some bettezs Bamilcamp we
found the Laprell? River a fine stream about 30 feet witl@ feet deep. Struck the Platte
River at 10 elock. Eastmon & Campbell of company are absent from camptidraigimg
strayed off hunting. We rested as usual at noon for our anirgedzéo Distance traveled 22
miles.
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16" this morning we started at siglock following up the Platte, here a mountain stream, the
water is cold and runs like a mill race. Crossed the ??? Rivaothieg. 5 miles farther we
crossed Deer Creek. This point furnishes ordinarily a fine restiog folathe emigrant
though we found it so crowded that we moved 6 miles further oneadged on the Platte.
Found fair grass and wood plenty. Eastman and Campbell cao@riptthis morning having
slept out without their coats though no evil effects are apprehenddtidrerposure to the
night out. We encamped today at thregazk and Doren and Laterly went out hunting and
killed a fine buffalo. Got the meat into camp at &ok at night fine time in camp plenty of
beef. Distance today 16 miles. The weather all this weekemageng dry and warm and the
road very dusty. Our road for the last week has been very hardfeattbéoxen without
shoes and there are many of them very lame from hard driving arlg gsads many of the
ox trains have kept up with us so far but while we make teeldag in eight hours they drive
eleven or twelve making it very hard on their cattle. We siiad| @t the upper Platte ferry
tomorrow distance about 16 miles. During the week dearest | expectl viavei
accomplished half of olong journey though | must say it has not been near so tedious nor
laborious as | expected to find it though | wish | was on my watplmaglown sweet wife and
children with my pocket full of rocks. My dear sweet wife how much Wistved you were
with me to enjoy the grand and beautiful scenery which is presented sighbugvery
successive day, though for the last week | would just as ??7? you would ketdidsbeen
so hot and dusty. Our road for the last week has been along thetfeoBtack Hills, and
from our camp | can plainly see the snow on their lofty peaks glittering in the sufiséyne.
appear to be about 4 miles off though they are | suppos&/éhave heard several rumors
of murders by the Indians but there is no truth in any of them exceptase a company
crossed the Missouri River at Council Bluffs went up the north ghieRliatte. When three
days travel below the lower ferry of the river some 150 Bidians came into their camp.
They professed friendship but were discovered stealing some nhéaaul€s were regained
and the Indians left the camp about 1/2 mile from the camp they metahthe party who
were out hunting. They took some small articles from one, argsteped the third being
still farther from the camp they killed and scalped but | suppose that heefirenfthem or

he would not have been hurt. Oh well give my love to all. Kiss my big boy.

Your affectionate husband, B. A. Watson
William Charles Ludlum Letter From Council Grove

May 25, 1849
Journal Monday, June 18, 18463

163 Journal Monday, June 18, 184p, 3.



Letters From California and Oregon 498

52. Benjamin R. Biddle Journal: Journey to California
June 17, 1849-June 30, 1849

We have been favored with the Journal of Mr. B. R. BIDDLE, ownsman, written while
on his route to California, and which abounds with interesting descrptibpesountry, and
incidents which occurred on the route. We shall copy from thisalpfrom time to time, all
matters which shall appear to possess a general interest. e ldawbt this Journal will
be found as interesting to our readers as if has been to us. The first date is:

Sunday, June 17th, 18493633 miles from St. Joseph, 96 miles from Fort Laramiel@2@
miles west of Springfield, Illinois.

| again embrace the opportunity which this day of rest affordstioueomy journal. The
incidents of the last week have been of the most interestingerha@ag road has led over
hill and dale. The scenery was grand, the country sterile and batrenpwiand then, a
mountain stream rushing on to mingle with the waters of the3Rf&iteing to the emigrant
a cooling draught, amid the flying sand, which almost produces blindnekswveéM®-day,
encamped on the bank of the Platte, near a grove of latge watod, where there is a
sufficiency of grass for our mules. We have been very luckyrig getid encampments on
the Sabbath. While others are movingpleading necessity as a justificdtiamstop all day.

We reached this encampment on yesterday, at 3 p. m., which gave us an oppodtingy o
some washing; as usual, it was done up in good style. Sattly and Dorainwithritheir guns
and soon announced they had killed a buffalo, and asked for menuégsltanbring it into
camp. Volunteers turned out and, by 10 p. m., they came in, loéitiechoice meat. The
party pronounced buffalo plenty on the hills. Others went out fishingpaght some fish.
The cooks were busily engaged preparing supper, which made the camm@presgistene.
Thus, you see, the hills furnish us meat, the streams afford @ fiskp-day, the grove is
vocal with the music of birds. The magpie, a bird not found at lyaetds us considerabl
amusement by its tameness, eating out of our hands and chatterirghélik th€his bird can
be learned to talk and is of considerable value.

This day finds us all well and in fine spir@sir teams, | think, will take us through. We have
nothing to fear, except the want of grass for our mules. Theycberdris very dry; but little
rain has fallen; vegetation looks parched and dry. Some of thosevrlyngrto get to the
Promised Land, and think themselves endowed with the spirit of foretedlimg, @nticipate
distress among the mountains; but we have no such forebodingsip,@wus far, has been
of the most favorable character; and, by paying strict regard to dne @fedur mules, and
taking our time, we shall succeed in getting over safe. There israstieand some have
injured their teams by traveling them too far. This part of the read/igravelly and hatd

a superior road to travel on with animals that are shod; but the ogattiang sore feet; some
have already been IeftThe ferry across the Platte is between twenty and thirty miles from
here, and they say is past fording. There is a great rush to maknthighere are twelve
or fourteen hundred teams ahead of us. This will appear large t@yt admitting so many
to be ahead of us, we are still in the first fourth of the whole nuasb&e thought, from the
statement of others. The Platte, here, is a very insignificam,stampared with what it
appeared below; it has changed from a river of the plains to a imstrei@m, rushing along
with the sprightliness of an arrow. It is not more than a hundreditke at this point. We
have seen some small deposits of gold in its sands; but not enough to ten shdot stf
the great prize ahead. There is a rumor that gold, in quantities, hadidzesered on
Laramies Peaka very high spur of the Rocky Mountains, and that some wagomkiriman
had turned aside to go to it.
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It is said, a man went to see the mountain, was several dalys firain, and brought of what
he saw there, which was pronounced gold. This Peak is covered with penpetualFort
Laramie is 4,470 feet above the level of the sea, and this maa@A feet higher. We are
getting up quite high; we are rising near a thousand feet a week.

| sent you a long letter from Fort Laramie, but doubt whether yoreedlle it. | have no
confidence in the men. They have established themselves to make mofieynahe way
they swindle emigrants, | am disposed to believe, when they havé ¢wetite-five cents
from us for each letter, that they darare much whether they go or not, after we are gone.

I will now commence my daily journal, and continue it until | hasteance of sending it to
you.

Monday, June 11th. 3Pleasant morning. We moved off at five and a hdtiak, in advance
of some sixty ox-teams. The road was fine inddedday, the timber was a little more
abundant than we have seen it before on the Platte.saw nothing of Fort Bernard, as set
down in the books, eight miles from Fort Laramie. About 5 pvercame to the Laramie
Fork of the Platte and in sight of Fort John, which is now deserhting remains but its
mud walls. This branch of the Platte river is about 50 feet wide, with geep and rapid
current. Encamped 7 p. m. Distance 22 miles.

Tuesdg, June 12th. 3This morning is cool. Started at half past five. Drew up to thén&we
described in a former letter. We found a great many encamgkd vicinity, all anxious to
sell provisions and exchange heavy wagons for light ones. Some Waulhgen at $5;
others, in preference to taking so low a price, burnt thdef trem by the road-side. Bacon,
beans, powder, lead, trunks, &c., were left upon the pldirseems very wrong to throw to
the wolves what the poor Indians might use to advantage, but for the dupiliyretraders
men who give them scarce a tithe of what their furs and skinst#reéwe have seen but few
Indians on this part of the route. It is said the traders have énidttiey must keep away
from the emigrants else they will give them cholera, smalhgdixealike. After leaving the
Fort, we commenced ascending the Black Hills. They have not apeasduhif so bad to
get over as they have been described by writers. We passed theSpVeugfa most
delightful spot in the midst of desolation. The water is clear a§ angtaot so warm but
that man and beast can drink freely of it as it flows in great abundandkeriftoeneter was
thrust into the water, by which it was ascertained to be 10 deg. thamtbe surrounding
atmosphere. We filled our casks; and encamped at 5 p. m. wbhesewtas good grass.
Distance 15 miles.

Wednesdy, 13th. 3Morning cloudy. Started after an early breakfast. Passedrove
undulating country. Crossed Butter creek, a very beautiful and limpid, steesing down
from a mountain on our left, whose summit is covered with perpetual $he grass is getting
scarce, and the timber gradually becoming more abundant. The woodyigmestnd has
a fine appearance at a distance, on the hills around. This aftehgoroad has been very
rough. The snow-peak is still in view. Encamped at 5 p. m. Distance 23 miles.

Thursdg, 14th. 3Clear morning. Sold a little wagon we had bought at St. Josepto ke as
able to rest two of our mules, in turn. After traveling one mileanve to Heber spring and

a creek; from which we began the ascent of a very steepavelédiover a rough, hilly road;
crossed La Bonte, a small but rapid river. Encamped at 6grass very poor. Distance 20
miles.

Friday, 15th. 3The sun rose this morning with a threatening look, but cleared up without rain,
so we had a pleasant day of it. Forded a creek and traveledwallbeng and entered a region
bearing traces of volcanic eruption. The valley and hills loe#ldike brick. There was no
vegetation except immense fields of wild sage. Amid these re@ss albnely pyramid,
composed of loose fragments of rock, to an altitude of sbhuadted feet. | clambered to
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the summit. The alabaster, and red, grey and white sandstone, givevhol¢hef this
picturesque country a singular appearance. The timber is dloalipiee. There is but little
grass. The road has been very crooked, téfolégwing the winding of the ridges; but it is,
certainly, the best natural road in the world. Crossed La Piélty ba the largest tributary
of the Platte above Laransid¢-ork. Passed the dry bed of a creek. Encamped, at 6, ¢h a hill
grass so scarce the mules did not have enougt?pdesdly of good water. Distance 21 miles.

Saurday, 16". 3Some appearance of r&iMoved off at 5. Roads broken and irregular.
Crossed Fouche Boitoo small to be called a river. Four miles from that;amee to the
Platte, after having been away from it for eighty miles. Fegefuniher, we came to a fine
fish-stream called Deer creek. The lack of an abundancassf grevented us encamping
there over Sunday. The wood and water were abundant, and som®gpet sand
commenced washing. We came on, however, some five miteth& creek to the spot we
occupy.

Sunday, 17th. 3The sun rose in smiles. Nothing has occurred to distinguish this day plgrticular
from the Sundays which have preceded it, save a little excitement, in cangggoerme of
three buffaloes descending the hills and threatening to take our foytregsm; they,
however, turned their course a little. Game is very plenty. Thimafteioses rain-like.

I have written this under the shade of a tree on the river-bankjreledoby clusters of roses,
while the birds are discoursing melody among the adjacent hills.

Monday, June 18th. 3The sun rose clear. We started at the usual time. All wellmQles
are lively and look well. We traveled up the river a fdesrfriom our encampment. In
descending a bad hill, we broke tfieunds-of a wagon; but the united wisdom of the camp
soon repaired it. The road is crowded with teams, all anxious étheaferry so as to have
their turn; but the ferry not being able to accommodate them in timehake had recourse
to rafting. We spent the noon near the lower ferry. The numhkfosé waiting to cross is
increasing very fast. Itis five miles from this to the Mofengr? We found over a hundred
teams before us. The ferry-boat consists of two rough casbed ttayether, and a few rough
pieces of timber laid across them for the wagons to run on.takedyut one wagon at a time.
They swim all the horses and cattle. Several men and horsesomgreddn attempting to
swim over, as the current is very swift. They are able toveaakeom fifty to sixty wagons per
day, at the charge of $3 per wagon. Six hands have charge of.thdlery have also a
temporary black-smith shop, and charge $4 for shoeing a horse, $8 for an o)eramdrith
in that proportion. They have ferried over, in the three weekegdirg our arrival, seven
hundred wagons; and, it is supposed, as many have crossed at ate@making the
number, in advance some fourteen or fifteen hundred wagons; and, we suppesis, tive ar
first third of the emigration. Any one has the right to keep a ferry, ondatharge what he
pleases. We encamped near the ferry at 5 p.Distance, to-day, 16 miles.

Tuesdg, 19th. 3Cloudy morning. There being no grass in the vicinity, we had to take ou
mules some four miles, to the hills, to graze. Doran killenLiatain-goata very remarkable
animal, with horns like our sheep, only a great deal larger. It$¢reagy muscular and active.
The flesh tastes like mutton. This day has been taken up prettymwashing and cookidg
Expect to cross the river, to-morrow. Our men are all well.

Wednesdgy, 20th. 3Clear. Our wagons were moved up to the ferry, this morning, and our
mules taken out to graze; we remained with them until 1 p. mtheandrought them in and
swam them over without any accident. Our wagons were all gotegu®r 3gf. m.; when the
government troops came up and took possession of the ferry, cuttiviywégons that had
been in our company from St. Jo. This act, on the pdréafdmmanding officer, was looked
upon with indignation, and would have given rise to a conflict if er jnpedgment had not
prevailed. Dividing a company by an officer of the governsesmtout to protect the
emigrants, is an act too mean and contemptible for the meartrster on the plains to be

12C



Letters From California and Oregon 498

guilty of. The Mormons, knowing how we had been treated by this gememlignitary,
determined to bring the two wagons over after night, and did so. Bynithedss, we were
re-united, about 10 elock at night. Preferring not to be in the neighborhood of thersffice
whose duty it was to protect us, we encamped, at 6 p. m., 3 miles from the ferry.

Thursdy, 21st 3Very fine morning. Started early. At 9 a. m. we badeecihtewthe Platte.
We all felt glad upon leaving it, though we had derived much gdasuarthe contemplation
of its wild and romantic scenery. It is a remarkable straanying, in its course to the Father
of Waters, the great volume of water from the vast expapkenpfand the melting of the
snows of the Rocky Mountains, yet it is a perfect nullity as to glirfoses of navigation.
We ascended the bluff, passed several lakes of bad, poisonous wgt!3 andh., came to
a mineral spring and a filthy looking pond near by. We dranlouaalytiof the spring, though
men and mules were very thirsty. The waters of this whole region aragy stmoregnated
with salt, alkali and sulphur that most of it is undrinkable. The catigssuffer most from
its effects. The road is sandy and pulls very heavy. Encamppdat Between ranges of
high hills, and opposite, on the left, to what is called the Buttespsmohgf red sand stone;
they look very pretty Distance 21 miles.

Friday, 22d. 3This morning is beautiful and bright. The mornings now are cool, but the days
very warm. There has been but little rain here, and it is surgr@inghe vegetation has
reached the maturity it has. Grass is scarce only in spots. agéildred a plant they call
greasewood, dispute with each other the occupancy of the soil. Theyrbdthdhy green
or dry.3 Water is scarce. Our course, this morning, lay between two ledgeghoklevated
piles of dirty looking rock; and, when we least expected it, weacarspring of cold water,
but not enough for our mules. Two and a half miles from that, wetoattme celebrated
Willow Springia feeble spring, but of good water, free from impurities. You can itagine
this beverage, given by a bountiful Providence to the weary tmaslelished by us. We
then ascended a long hill, from which we had a fine view of tbergling country. At 4 p.
m., we came to a pretty running brook, glittering like a serpietgnass. At 5, we come to
a creek of swift, pure water. Encamped 2 miles beyond i§, @nh@ts and mosquitoes very
troublesome. Took our mules to the creek bottom to graze; argltrd took a tent down
S0 as to watch thetiDistance 24 miles.

Saturday, 23d.3 Fine morning. The atmosphere of this mountain region is of the most
invigorating kind. All of us are in the enjoyment of excellent hedttéivelincreased some
eight or ten pounds. All the company have increased in weigbte dite few instances of
fifty men being associated together, and taking their chances offeawipl have enjoyed
such perfect health. The road is very sandy, this morning, which makesvibvitkafor men
and mules. About 9, we arrived at Independence Rock on the Sweet Whatbutary of the
Platte. It is thirty yards wide, and good but not cold. Indepen&embeis a conspicuous
land-mark. It derived its name from some of the first emigraniisg celebrated the 4th of
July upon it. It is a pile of granite, and resembles a ship turneoh lutolt is about one
hundred and twenty feet high, and near three quarters of a miteldahe base. Upon the
summit, | found written thousands of names; ranging in date fronsthte the last party of
emigrants. We crossed the Sweet Water, about two miles froockhat a ford twenty yards
wide. Here we found the carcasses of four oxen which hadafiedaving drank poisonous
water. Five miles from the rock is the Dgwvbate 3a mountain gorge, between whose
perpendicular walls of granite, four hundred feet high, the rivennsicribed in width to a
few yards, dashes and foams over the rocks; having affakofdet in three hundred yards.
After traveling four miles, we encamped on the river-bank sdedby the best grass and
near one of the best springs we have found in this territory; thésveateras ice. There is
an abundance of wood on the bluff half a mile off. Distance, toraliag6 miles.
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Independence Rocké*

Sunday, 24th. 3Morning bright and cheerful, promising a warm day. Our mules, in sight und
the mountain, having gratified their appetite, are resting to the tethe Gummit of a lofty
peak, to the east, the snow is glistening in the brilliant sunshine. Tihe @ae is full in
view, while, to the west, the still higher points of the Rocky Mwuataiinviting us onward
3 Surrounded by such scenery, and in the enjoyment of the bountig¢arefinahis wild
region, we are thankful that no accident or misfortune has happened ue sitarted from
home. These mountains deserve their name of Rocky. The prinoitikepiled in grand
profusion, with a few straggling, stinted pines and cedars strugglihgldorcause them to
present a rugged and singular aspect. The hills and mountainsae@uiatemed to see, are
pigmies compared to them. We are six thousand feet above Springfiatd gatito ascend
four thousand more before we get to the Valley of the Sacranidto Sabbath, we expect
to be on the Pacific side of the South Pass. There is nothing mumexpectations of
procuring the full reward of our toil. There will, howeven beeat deal of suffering, in many
companies, before they reach their destination. There are mailiesfaamong the
emigrant$| pity them. There is a disposition to press on with the ctieanh one trying to
get ahead of others, frequently urging the teams beyond their strengtielialy farther, each
day, than any emigration before them. Many press on regardtesSalbbath, fearful, if they
stop, that others will pass them; but we expect to be able to otfentakby encamping over
Sunday. The season has been favorable to emigrants; cool andfoadtiyg abundance of
water for the oxen.

Monday, 25th. 3The morning clear. All reported well. Started at the usual timégloowled
up the river. The road is of deep sand, which causes the wagons to ruTheagenery,
along our route to-day, is very imposing. The Wind River Mountairgjraight, lift their
hoary summits to the clouds, with a chain of granite hills between them@edaual notches
in the hills gave us fine views to the north. The snow lay ini¢lys wad hollows, on our left;
which indicates that we are at a very great elevation. The boys engagedballing, this
morning. The nights now are quite cold, and the days hot. The health ofmigranes has
been injured by the water, the rarity of the atmosphere and the constanttatigundergo;
but the general health is good. Though some of us have bexedaffe some extent, by

164 |ndependence Rock is a large granite rock, apprateiy 130 feet high, 1,900 feet long, and 850 feéde, which
is in southwestern Natrona County, Wyoming. During middle of the 19th century, it formed a prominemnd
well-known landmark on the Oregon, Mormon, and @atifa emigrant trails. Many of these emigrants edrv
their names on it, and it was described by earlysiohary and explorer Father Pierre-Jean De Sni40 as
the Register of the Desert. The rock is a largended monolitrof Archean granite typical of the surrounding
region and is an isolated peak at the southeastfeheé Granite Mountains. It is located in the hgiateau region
of central Wyoming, north of the Sentinel Rockgigdand adjacent to the Sweetwater River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Rocky@Ming)
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some of these causes, we are getting along very well. The animaisbsertore affected
than the men. We passed five dead oxen and one mule, to-day. pedaamthe Sweet
Water, at 5 p. mébut little grass. Distance 25 miles.

'"HYLOYV *DWHS :\RPLQJ

Tuesdg, 26th. 3The morning pleasant. We started at sun-rise. From some high rigge
had magnificent views of the snow-capped mountains. We leftithenivigaveled ten miles
on a very sandy road, when we came to the river again. We tookléisewo miles up the
river to graze at noon. Saw the carcasses, to-day, ehsandone mule. Here we took in
water, as it is sixteen miles to the next watering place. fedgcain5 p. m., ten miles from
the river. Distance 20 miles.

Wednesdg, 27th. 3Very pleasant morning. Had a fine rain last evening, which laid the dust
and made it more pleasant traveling. A full view of splendid rirosoémery. After going

six miles we came to the river where we spent the noon. Thimelgf’er and ascended a
long, high hill; traveled over a very barren and rocky piecadyfiwbere there scarcely seemed

to be any life in anything around/e descended from this scene of desolation among hollows,
the hills surrounding us like walls. We stopped, for the night, neaow hdiere there was

ice three feet thick, the constant melting of which made a rivuletfibided us good water.
There was plenty of fine grass and the wild sage answered as fuel. Wedsam oixen to-

day. Distance 23 miles.

Thursdy, 28th. 3Morning pleasant. Started at 5 a. m. Ascended a very gently stig@ng r
with beautiful little groves of willow, on the left, that seemed teeréioeir nourishment from
a spring. Crossed a small creek and a short distance beyond adangd¢mne, and, beyond
that, a few miles, came to the river, where the sparkling volumateofand gently sloping
hills, on all sides, made a beautiful landscape. Here we left the Swerdfov\the last time.
We were all sorry to part with it. We had often been benefitted tafrieshing waters, which
had endeared the mountain stream to us. We had traveled upon itsdyamkse than a
hundred mile$ had followed it to its source in the mountains of snow.siidw is now lying
in the hollows around us, notwithstanding the days are very warmw\&scemded an easily
rising slope, which brought us to the far-famed Soutl¥ P4@3 feet above the level of the
sea. We passed the summit about a mile before we were atave thad arrived at the
dividing point. There is nothing to distinguish the spot. The ascent andt desoeslight
that few would think they had attained that lofty elevation which divides tiseofvéte

165 Devil's Gateor Devils Gate is a natural rock formation, a gorgate Sweetwater Rivém Wyoming, 5 miles miles
southwest of Independence Rock. Although the &ctude of travel did not pass through the narrdeftcthe
site was a major landmark on the Oregon and Mortraois.
https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devil%27s_Gate_(Wyomjn
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Atlantic and the Pacific. Immediately after passing this peiettered the Oregon Territory,
and, traveling two miles, arrived at the Pacific Spring, theoivateich is very cold. We
encamped near it, with many others who had arrived before. The gragped wery short.
Stopped at 6 p. m., and took our mules to graze on the hills near by. Distanies.26 mi

Friday, 28th. 3Morning cold®thermometer, at sun-rise, standing at 52 deg. We have had other
mornings colder. Started at the usual time; the road leading ouad@ating country,
resembling our northern prairies more than the rugged wildnessRd¢ky Mountains. We
found the distance between streams of water, along here, ratoerttiar comfort of our
animals. Crossed the Dry Sandy; it had but little water in the bed oé#éme; ste did not
give any of it to our animals, fearing that it might not be gdbe. water, in all this
neighborhood, is strongly impregnated with alkali; and many whostaheir oxen attribute
it to the poisonous quality of the water they have drank. Noggaae@ed on boards, all along
the road, cautioning the emigrant against the use of the waterkedtanthponds. We next
came to Little Sandda swift-running stream, about forty feet wide and almost totbdesgh
Passed twenty dead oxen. The valley we are now in stretches theafbuth, and presents
a delightful appearance. Passed, today, the forks of thehesslthe Mormon trail leaves
for Salt Lake, by the way of Fort Bridger. Many have takenotlés but the majority have
taken the right hand road. Encamped, at 6 p. m., three mileBigp®andy. Distance 20
miles.

Saturday, 30th. 3Clear, fine morning. Started early and reached the Big Sandy at 8. It is thirty
yards widéswift and deep. Here we held a meeting of the companies to decide wieether
should go across the cut-off, which extends from this point to a distemterofies without
water, or lay over until after 1Zlock on Sunday night, and then starting make the drive in
one day. It was decided we should lay over. This is Sshlaiteoff. Encamped three miles
above the ford, where we found good grass. There are many hegsting prepare their
animals for the hard drive. Came only 6 miles, to-day.

53. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Camp
on the Sweetwater Near Devi§ Gate, now Wyoming
June 24, 1849¢

Camp on the Sweetwater near Dg\@ate
June 24, 1849

My Dear Sweet Wife:

Another week has been added to the record of time and another weeletaakea from

the period of our separation and time of our happy reunionpgm@mesached that much the
nearer. Oh sweet wife how much | long for that period which | shall always look upon as one
of the grandest days of my life and which | now look forward to withpteaseire than | do

to the possession of the gold for which we are enduring this hard divarcéfakmell deary

there is a good time coming and really it comes on with rapid stridesa ffew days | will

have been away from home three months, 1/8 of the time for whiclut sebe gone. Cheer

up, for when you receive this more than 1/4 of the time will have passgou may begin to

count my return time by months.

Oh joyful time. 'Roll on sweet moments roll pand let the wanderers come home. My dear
love | suppose | shall probably not have an opportunity of sendiedédttess to you until |

reach the Eldorado and | shall continue them more in the fufria journal than | have
heretofore done. Though | shall keep them in readiness for traimsmassny opportunity
which may occur knowing how much it would gratify you to hear from me. Would to heaven

166 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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| could hear from you | am sometimes filled with the most gloorelgdding as to the extent

to which the cholera has raged in the states then though | am e elibeyond its reach
while | am breathing this pure mountain air, do | blame myself for deserting my dest belov
family to its ravages oh that | were with them to throw my aromglarem to endeavor at
the least to avert the pestilence but God is more powerful than am I.

Monday, une 18" We left our camp on th@Pfatte- at 6 am. and traveled over rather a broken
country up the valley of the river. Stopt for our usual hatin There has been considerable
timber on the river today consisting of Cottonwood and Willow. We reachedrihef fihe
Platte at 3 PM. Found a crowd ahead of us camped close teethand took our mules 3
miles from camp to graze. Distance traveled today 16 miles.

19" Today has been passed in camp waiting our turn to cross the hedsoak on which we

cross is composed of three dugout canoes about 20 feet long bound together by cross ties and
for the privilege of crossing in which and doing the work ogsedvare taxed three dollars

per wagonThe ferry is kept by Mormons. They have a blacksmith shop and charges doll
shoeing an ox. Coran brought a mountain sheep in camp this evening which proves to be th
finest meat which we have yet had.

20" Today we commenced crossing at 1p.m. We were delayed soaia®wlro were much
troubled in getting their oxen to swim. Just as we were about hdliglgpgernment train
came up under the command of Major Simondson and violently thrasitiedeaving part of
our train on one side of the river and part on the other. Thi®poffiho was sent out to protect
and assist the emigrants instead of doing so has been guilysbhzean and contemptible
action coming up and usurping the rights of others leaving women and childietltheva
had passed. Not only that but he attempted to smuggle a train of wagoR#&t&burgh in
ahead of them also because | suppose they had a supply of lideorxdonHeaven save us
from our friends if you call such men friends. We got our atlagions over after dark and
above 2 miles up the river to camp all pretty well tired down.

21" We started at 6 A.M. across to the sweet water distant 66vail@ssandy desert covered
with the wild sage as far as the eye can see giving it a most ggsaletace. We did not
find water for 16 miles except Alkali springs unfit for mareast. After we rose upon the
bluff I had splendid view of the Wind River Mountains covered with sn&imddike vast
banks of white clouds distant about 175 miles. Weather very warm angergatissty grass
poor. Camped at 6 P.M. opposite the Red Buttes and near a mowhiamwas once
evidently a volcano out upon which there is now growing large pine trees. 26 miles.

22" This morning we got off at 5 “elock our route laying through the same desolate country.
The Rocky Mountains is in full sight all around us. Good watatyiscagce on this part of
our route. We are beginning to find dead cattle very frequent. Distande26 m

23" Started at 5 % a.m. from our camp where we were very mublettavith mosquitoes
which seem to be of the largest size and of the ravenous félteipathered saleratus today
from a lake??? A thousand barrels or upwards of the most exgaiétyt. We reached the
Sweetwater at 9 a.m. and nooned half a mile west of Indepefttmic a vast mass of granite
rising out of perfectly level plain. It covers about 166 abmt 800 yards long 100 wide and
40 high. There is a vast number of names of former tes/plinted on its sides. We camped
near Devil Gate which is 5 miles above the rock. This is a fissgag dn the Rattle Snake
Mountains through which the river finds its way. It is aboutt30ifeeand 300 long the walls
are 400 feet high composed of granite and trap rock. We endamnpeclock on fine grass.
The valley of the sweet water | think could be cultivated to advantaggabgrirof which it

is entirey susceptible. Distance 20 miles.
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Dear wife | must pause for the present as | have promisedsithggome of the boys to the
top of a mountain half a mile distant. Farewell myssbrightest treasure. Next week | will
give you an account of my explorations from which | expect te deypigat deal of satisfaction.

54. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Camp on Big Sandy
Julyl, 1849

167

Camp on Big Sandy
July 1, 1849

Dear Beloved Wife:

| again avail myself of the opportunity of addressing you amgiofassuring you of my
undying love which increasing with the distance which | expect has becalinebewbing
sentiment of my being. | am now my dear wife pretty well satisfiechiaditriot have an
opportunity of writing to you or rather of sending my lettersiuch California. Such
being the case | shall unless | meet with an opportunity of sendinfpeéfanscribing of my
notes until some future day as | expect after | do as to befori@alto find enough to talk
about that will be of more recent occurrence. But to give gescaption of our excursion
to the mountains on last Sunday Evening we left camp at 2 p.m. and tbesseskbt water
and proceeded due north to a mountain composed of granite roclcavitelg a particle of
soil on it except where some very slight sediment had setiledtiavises of the rocks. When
we approached the base of the vast mass of stone dsramast failed us but we continued
to go on. Our ascent at first was easy enough but before we bad 0@ ft. we reached a
point where it took three men to assist one to get up. OnenintBought we were fairly
checked where we could not get either up or down by peresge however we finally
extricated ourselves from our dilemma after which our progaesaave easyAfter an hour

of hard toil we reached the point for which we started and whichpesadpo be the highest
point in the vicinity but when arrived at it we found another pealejimtdmuch higher.
After resting a while we concluded to go on. Our labor now became severe amaislamger
really think we were foolish in risking our necks but | sHarso any more, in two hours from
the time we left the bottom we reached the highest peak of the R&évidnatains from
which we had a most magnificent view of the Wind River Mountains distahtimdred
miles. We lay on m > E ti@ @went sailing down hundreds of feet on the opposite side of
the mountain from which we had ascended. In going down to recovdpitngea much
more easy path to descend. At the bottom we found a noble sproid wiater where we
rested awhile and reached camp by sun down in time for supper. rhhinkiosity is entirely
satisfied in climbing mountains. It is rather too much work.

Our road the first part of this week continued up the Sweetrifaguently crossing and
recrossing the river to avoid hills and sand banks. On Wedndsaaytlaree cclock we
passed through the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains by thépéssayou must not
imagine some defile in the mountains just wide enough to admit a wpges, surrounded

by high rocks, and difficult of ascent, but on the contrary ount &sa the hill at the head

of the sweet water has been so gradual that you could scarcely tell that we werd glhing up a
The ‘passis twenty miles wide a beautiful undulating plain almost as level agitequith

of town it is so level that without instruments it would besiitge to determine the exact
point of culminating.

| forgot to mention that we found on Tuesday evening the first ban&wfclose to the road.
It was really somewhat strange to see a bank of snow 5 feet in thickness on the ground. It was
in a ravine. The thermometer at noon usually reaches 70pavatds | cannot account for
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the snow remaining so long unless the air being so dry is the cause dbrimsliée our
buckets every night.

On Saturday morning at 7 we reached Sulde@atoff on the Big Sandy upon consulting
about the propriety of immediately undertaking the long drive wébadcancluded to start
at 3 P.M. when the doctor decided it would be very dangeroustovgth B. F. Taylor and
?7?? who were confined to their beds with a severe attack of bloody flux. We tharkfore
remain in camp until Monday morning at 1 A.M. when our sick being bhettsiarted on the
Cut offl We had no difficulty in crossing it having more water tlangve used the weather
being cool having had a show of rain yesterday the first for a month rexad tivst rate until
we go within ten miles of Green River when it become hilly. edéhed Green River at 10
P.M. all very tired and wanting rest. It was 12 before we got.suighk | earned fifty
dollars today whether | ever get it or not. We found a great manysvedig@ad of us to cross
the river in a miserable little boat just large enough to holdayen and the current running
with the most fearful rapidity. We lay at the ferry in dust shoe deakpriddy morning at
three A.M. when we commenced crossing and got all over safe by Bavé/had to keep
our mules about three miles from the river to get grass. @mitkst one man killed another
for a very slight provocation on the opposite side ofuwae riThe murderer fled. On the
Fourth of July I went down to the camp of the government traaptesi %2 mile below the
ferry and saw the ??? Col. Simondson reviewing some fifteemtyr rives, the rest of the
battalion having deserted. He was so drunk on alcohol for which he gave twawitgrbve
gallon that he could scarcely stand. He is truly one of Uncle Banth bargains but | will say
more about him in the future. Farewell my dear sweet little wife.

Alas | wish | was with you.
B. A. Watson

55. Benjamin R. Biddle Journal
July 1-August 10, 1849

Sunday, July 1st 3The morning fine. This has been a refreshing day. Had preactfng, at
m., by a Baptist minister, and at 4 p. m. by the Rev. Mr. Blakely, a gentleoaas traveled
with us several hundred miles, and preached several times at our chngpshdwer came
down at 3 p. m. The crack of the ox-drigavhip is heard, at this hour, starting out on the
long drive, taking the cool of the evening and night to make it idattateto arrive at the
Green River by 10 a. m. We had another rain near nightvf have filled our casks with
water to do us through the long drive.

Monday, 2d. 3The night has been clear and bright, favoring our starting out early. die mo
shone all night, so that we had everything ready for hitching up &t 2@fore 1 aclock.
Started quietly and in good order. At 6 a. m., we stopped to breaidagive grass to our
mules. The road so far has been quite good. The landscapelliatungdand presents a very
barren appearance. We are traveling between ranges of moutagestops are covered
with snow. We next came to several very steep hills; but entr asdescent was attended
with no accident. Halted again, at 12 m., to let our mules. g&topped two hours, and
started afresh to complete the remainder of our journey to the Jiverbefore arriving at the
river, we had a very steep hill to descend; we got down safe aithe@aghn the dark.
Encamped at 10 p. m. two miles this side of the river. But little grass. Di8taniles.3

Green River
When they came to the ford of the Green River they found a man, ibgrtteeof Walsh, who
was at work building a ferry. He agreed to carry them éctioesg would help him, for the

rest of the day, while he finished his ferry. At times the river could be easily fordede but ther
had been an unusual amount of rain that Spring, which (while it méelectineore plentiful)
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had caused the rivers to be swollen and almost impossible tMfol¥alsh said that he was
going to charge five dollars for each wagon he ferried across ibnehdd take almost an
hour to cross the river and return for another load, he hopethke at least $75.00 a day,
while the river was high; and then later he would sell his fergy ficsttperson who would
make him a good offer. He was sure that he could makads or more, than he could at
gold mining2and hoped to reach California by October or November. As they hslfied
the ferry, and then rested in the shade on the banks of the Green River, thetyhatshey
might risk their lives in boats on its clear waters insteaolddimg slowly behind ox teams,
through storm and dust and desert thirst. The rest at Green River refreshesduthej and
they were eager to press on.

Tuesdg, 3d. 3Clear but cold. Ice formed in the vessels of water. Sgdrtked usual hour,

and went down to the lower ferry, kept by several emigrants who bougbdttioé some
Mormons for five hundred dollars, and are now making two hundred dallaysbg the use

of it. This Green River is three hundred feet wide, with a very rappdtcand flows directly

from the mountains that surround us. To give you some idea how rapid it is, our mules when
started in to swim had to go almost downstream, and came out on theedpguasitthree
hundred yards below. Found several hundred wagons were waiting to crosgandtagths
there are two other ferri@gsome charging ten dollars per wagon; we pay four at this one. We
found no grass along the river, and were obliged to take our owlesilés out to the hills

to graze. The government troops have came up with usagtaing we did not desire, owing

to the manner in which we had been treated by them on the Platte. o6tdma men have
been sick from diarrhoea, but are now better. | had a slightrattaelf, but am convalescing.
The distance from our last nighencampment is six miles. Encamped on the bank of the
river, near the ferry, amid more dust and dirt than | ever sanebe my life. It gets into
everything, and is so light that a breath will put it in motion. The sauimbedown upon us

at the rate of 80 and 90 deg, accompanied by nights that freezgidinteres of an inch in still
water, is rather a strange sort of clim&at®ur elevation is between six and seven thousand
feet above Springdfield.

Wednesdgy, 4th. 3Over-coats were in great demand this morning. The sick angoalbde
to be better; and, although there have been severe cases of diarrhoeataiverenfears of
their not getting well. The atmosphere is much rarified froralévatiorfthe sun pouring
such heat that it parches everything in a little while; a wet shirt will@ryin. It also affects
our breathing. It is impossible for a man to exert himself vety, paxticularly to run fast,
without getting out of breath.

This is the glorious Fourth of July. We intended to have fiad ime of it, but the heat and

dust are so annoying, and the bustle is so great that we do not enyaglliasonve would
otherwise.However, we had a good dinner. Among the dainties on the table was what the
cooks called a black ddgyhich needs an explanatidnt consisted of dough rolled out thin

and some stewed apples spread over it and then rolled up. Anothateglasut longer than

the other and some dried cherries spread over it and rollethevérst roll; and so on. This

was boiled and served up with sauce. All partook freely.

Many banners were floating in the breeze. The evening concludedevihtba greatest
farces | ever witnessed. A murderer was arrested by the troop, antidghents were called
upon to try him upon evidence. | was selected as one of the jumepsited to the Majos
quarters and found him ready to receive us, but as drunk as Baagsilerteith his suite of
officers3

A man was appointed by the emigrants to preside; the troops being pnessdrie ordep.
The prisoner chose, as counsel, a young Virginia lawyer; was braunghthie case opened
by his denying that the emigrants had the right to try him. The Majorfiaedsand men,
being drunk, had a good deal to say. The Major insulted the,ltiveyefficers insulted the
Major. Each party swearing and calling the others hard nameaclatidreatening the other,
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with an arrest. One little moustached fellow struck the Majogptlggants looking on and

laughing. The whole thing broke up in arow. The prisonepedead thus ended the whole
affair. Thus it is that these officers and men protect theststerethe emigrant by getting
drunk.

There is now a great stir on the river made by swimming over the cattle.

Another murder was committed yesterday. The troops went out in fausdig not succeed
in taking the murderer. We had the pleasure of meeting our Springgeldisf Eli Cook,

Joseph Condell, Cook Matheny and others, all well and hardy, but diny asSus. They
brought me a letter dated the 7th of April. We are told thaiakil. Mrs. Maltby will arrive
here this evening. My health is better today. The sun shines very hot.

Thursda, 5th, 3The morning cool. The dust becoming almost intolerable. The rickla
safe we think; | am a great deal better. We expect, by a tigltesqoeget our wagons over
the river tonight. The moon shines and we prefer it to the hot sun. Weanv®yo lay here
tomorrow. The mules are doing very &l we shall be able to go ahead.

Friday, 6th. 3Rose at 2 in the morning for the purpose of trying to cross dicge libe
government troops moved up from their encampment to give usetrastthey did on the
occasion of our crossing the Platte. But this time they wergatibeeand did not interfere
with us. The moon shone brightly and gave us much aid in our opersifieassisted others
and they, in turn assisted3émr, be it remembered, that we had to do all the work and pay
four dollars beside for the use of the ferry to pass oegr eagon. We were all over by 8
o €lock. The mules swam like so many rats. We left the titen aclock, and went over
some rough road, 17 miles, to a creek, where was a mound. The creel vegad/and we
were obliged to cross it at two different points. After passingpaweihills, we encamped, at
sun-down, near a branch. The wild sage here was the largestdrrsserymeasuring, in
height, from six to eight feet, and in diameter six to nine inches, neatthehe hills around
look barren and dreary beyond description. Distance 18 miles.

Saurday, 7th. 3Clear and dry. Started early. Passed several little stit@ambad their rise
in the snow-banks in sight. Crossed a very high ridge, the gorgds afaxfilied with snow.
Fir and aspen grow there, nurtured by the melting of snows. Heresaedcthe dividing
ridge between Green and Bear rivers. We had a fine /iee/white-capped mountains near
the Salt Lake. Snow is seen around us, dotting the hill-side®riyn @retty and fantastic
manner. Among them, gush fine, cold springs of pure water. We hererneakaut which
saved us several miles and enabled us to encamp on the bankoFbiknof Green River

a beautiful, rapid stream, lined with excellent grass. Road quitealiodgy. Traveled 20
miles. Distance from St. Joseph 968 miles. The distantedma<alculated by ourselves,
without any reference to books, or the estimated distances of traders.

Sunday, 8th. 3This morning dawned brightly as that of an Italian sky. Our favaresieih
as to grass, sage and water promises a pleasant Sabbathvhd®hesee on our sick list are
all nearly well. There are companies encamped near us wh@ieachers of the Gospel
with them, pledged to preach for them every Sunday, yet thegweilh sermon on Saturday
night, so as to give them an opportunity to start early on Sunday morniage Weriably
left alone on the Sabbath. How it will be, as we advance, isrjestuce; we are resolved,
however, to continue our observance of the rest-day.

Monday, 9th. 3Started early. Men all wéllA heavy dew this morning; the first we have had
for a considerable time. We ascended a long and steégdiload firm and gootjrass

very fine. The hollows of the mountains still contain snow; whictsmesitiandsome little
groves of aspen and willow that were musical with the warbling oHeirdave pass many
springs, cold as ice and of crystal purity. On our left, were thedaowftovered ridges of
Blacks Fork of Green River. Todaydrive carried us over the steepest hills we have met with
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in our journey. We drove eleven ho@veghich is more than usual. The grass has been fine
all day. Encamped at a fine spring. The dust is almost beyond endbtawigg and
covering us so we look like an army of millers. Distance 20 miles.

Tuesdg, 10th. 3Got off at the regular houxrWe are now traveling down the bottom of Bear
River, and have crossed what is called Thomas¥emkrapid and rocky. We have found a
few lodges of friendly Snake Indians, from whom we purchased some moccasifisya a do
pair. They are quite handsome and take great pains to adonpettseins. They are small in
stature with short square features. In the start, the road wasgorologlh a mile, and then
smooth until noon. We were obliged to make a great bend ooouse so as to avoid marshy
ground and sloughs in the vicinity. The hills are high and of red appeaiild rye and
blue grass are found here. In one of the hollows, we found a gidve, k& that of a squaw
who was thrown from her horse and killed, near this spot. Thereoness at the head of
the grave. Encamped at 6 p. m. Distance 24 miles.

Wednesdy, 11th. 3Had an early start. Ascended a very steep hill, a mile long.rovgh

and hilly for four or five miles, and descended the steepest hédiwveehad yet, more than a
mile long. All got down safe, and then looked back and wonderedNext.came to the
river at a trading point, kept by a man they called Peg-leg Fiiméehriver bottom langl
covered with luxuriant grass. In the afternoon, we crossed a mhsberamlets, bearing
their tribute from the masses of snow to Bear River. Encamped, to the right of the aoad, o
branch. Fine gradwillows for fuel. Distance of todays travel, 24 miles.

Soda and Mineral Springs

One Sunday evening, after they had had their song service, and jush®defoeaing prayer,
B. R. [Biddle] addressed the gathering, and said:

We have come from the Mississippi River, and are now beyond the sefnthgtRocky
Mountains*over the longest part of our journey; but the worst of it is aheaddiere. will

be little or no rain from now on: and much of our trad beer the Great American Desert:
but we must remember that others have passed this way before us, and ki haaikthat

we can follow if we have good judgment, perseverence afdrdithust in the Lord. There
are two things that we must keep uppermost in our niibets,each and all of us can, if we
try, do anything that others have done before us; and 2nd, the Lordodakes much for
those who do not try to help themseRlmsg He does give added strength to those who do
their utmost. After Brother Walker has led us in prayer, wgaeyilit once, to bed; so that we
can all be ready to start tomorrow morning at sun up.

They made a stop at Fort Bretjthen went on through the Bear Valley to Soda Springs, and
to Fort Hall on the Snake River. Here friendly Indians gave them fresmakdd salmon,
the first that any of them had ever tasted. After following the SnaksdRieedistance they
turned southwest, and over a steep mountain trail to Humbolt Wells. Thepltberd the
Humbolt River to Tule Swamp (near the present site of Winnemu€pah there they went
almost due west to Goose Lake and the head waters of Rin&#orénow called Pitt River).
The trail here ran through lands claimed by hostile Indians, anddtiéy be careful to follow
instructions in their Guide Book, which told them never to camp in therimhlt could be
avoidectnever to let any Indians come among tRaever to let Indians have any
ammunition*never to neglect to keep the camp well guahdeder to fire a gun within five
days travel south of the Siskiew Mountains (this was the area betwéskiythe Bountains
and Mount Shastdjo keep as close together as possible, while traveling thredgbst?
never to scatter to hunt game, or make any other divisionirgbdhty® and to always keep
their guns in best fighting condition. They went down the Lassen Tradsers ranch on
Deer Creek; where they learned more about @elifornia Diggingmwhich consisted of the
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Northern and Southern Mines. The Northern Mines, most of which hexl discovered by
Major Pearson Reading and his Indians, were considered tffé best.

Thursdg, 12th 3Started early. Continued down the river bottom, crossing margstaviich
made our road very rough. The dust was almost suffocating. Nooned atrebdsedd a
spring, bubbling out of the side of a hill, as | have ever seenis Thithe vicinity of the
celebrated Soda and Mineral Springs. We occupied our noorirtivigting a few of them.
We went about a mile, to our right, to two white-looking mounds, whiolir approach, we
found to be formations from these springs. They rise to ani@hewéthirty or forty feet
above the plain. On their summits, | counted twelve of these spamkijng fountains, boiling
up and flowing down the sides of the mounds. | tasted the water, ahit foure very like
our soda without the addition of any flavor. It was too warnevhowo be pleasant. We
returned to camp, and traveled down the river. After crossingllasgeam, we came to a
very pretty cedar grove, where we found many encamped, etfjeyitgury of the shade.
Not far from this, we visited what is called the Beer Springiatee of a similar quality with
the others, but much more limpid and abundant. | used some sugar witi fioisral it very
good. Most of the company drank of it and pronounced it excellent sbdaspfing throws
out nearly ten barrels per minute. It effervesces and thrasesoffch gas that it is dangerous
for a person to hold his head near it for even a minutepasliices giddiness. A little below
this is the greatest wonder ofahother spring denominated the Steamboat Spring. | am
without words to describe justly this wonder of nature. In boilingnaplitges a noise which
has given it the name it bears. Very little water runs owdéiseof a mound that has been
formed by its overflow, but is thrown up in a jet, two or three feeglBrubck into the basin.
Handkerchiefs were thrown into it and washed clean in a few morfaigsvhole country

is volcanic, and presents all the remarkable characterigieghatgions in other countries.
The quality of these springs is derived from mineral deposits $urttoeinding hills. Bear
River flows immediately by them; and, a few miles beyond, turns its course soetiragd, |
the trail and flowing toward the Great Saltelak

3 We have passed, this evening, many interesting vestiges of volcanicThetierwere
many chasms and huge openings in the earth, of frightful depth, linedwithd cinder.
This is the point, on the route to Oregon, where the United $tttas establishing a military
post. If invalids could get from the States to this point and gaickim the fall, it would, no
doubt, become a place of great resort. The climate, altitudeamety all would combine to
render a residence here beneficial to the affli@splecially to the consumptive. | regretted
to leave the fine grassy bottoms of Bear River, for | nevee Isefe such pasture, and our
books gave us no account of grass, on our after route, that waagngoistance 28 miles.

Friday, 13th. 3Left camp at 5 a. m. Fifteen minutes after starting, we cangota &old
spring, crossed several boggy places, and, at 11, came to a skajgishastow and deep.
We saw from thirty to forty Indians of the Snake tribe. In thenafta, we traveled up the
stream and, at 3 p. m., crossed it. The crossing was bad apalthad from that until we
encamped3 Passed several groves of dead cedar. Encamped at 6rptha left side of the
road, where there was good grass, fuel and water. We are in the higlshdfs3the spurs
of the dividing ridge between the waters of the Salt Lake andthbseColumbia river.
Distance, today, 23 miles.

Saturday, 14th. 3This morning, all is well. We passed the dividing ridge and caheshead
waters of the Panack River. The road quite rough, with some steep placesspniddiste

Fort Laramie was reached on June 11th, and South Pass crossed on June 28th.

168 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 92- 93.
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We then descended into the valley of the Pont Reufibutary of LewisFork of the
Columbia. Encamped on the bank of a stream. Have had a dowmadithast of the day.
The mosquitoes have tormented us very much, and, | am afraid, evigrentwith our
enjoyment of tomorrow. Distance, today, 20 miles. This place is 1&87rorn St. Joseph,
and 1450 from Springfield.

Sunday, 15th. 3Had a visit from a number of Indian families, this morning. Qem got a
buffalo robe from them in exchange for a string of beads thakegesty-five cents at home.
We gave them something to eat, and they soon packed up and were oveth® some other
point3 They are very homely, and always hungry. When the cravingrcdippetite is
temporarily satisfied, they leave, without further trouble. Theyaiagpeople, and seldom
remain long in one place, and never have any provision on Tiaail.villages are off among
the mountains, but how they manage to subsist is a mystery. Themstooet®4 deg. at
noon, and, at 2 elock, at 108the warmest day we have had. The mosquitoes were so bad,
we had to build fires before the doors of our tents, towards theotidag. We retired, at
night, with a perfect understanding that we desired nothing better thanttudqasee in the
undisturbed possession of the natives.

Fort Hall

Monday, 16th, 2All hands up early. There were a few scattering clouds, whichteeereter
the morning pleasant. The insects still keep nibbling, so we have é&dcasty, or tie up our
faces to keep them off. We stopped, occasionally, and, setting@fsage bush, stood in the
smoke; which was the only hint to leave the insects would take. eSikramlcamp, crossed
a branch of the Panack. Four miles further, we came tdiRbr passing, on our way, over
low, boggy ground, in which we were nearly swamped. The Fort is snFoekvof the
Columbia. | was somewhat disappointed in the location of this posttulitesisn a broad
valley, having all the advantages of a trade from the wateeg oividns which flow nea#git
the Panack, a tributary of the Pont Neuf, and Lé&wik or Snake River, into which the Pont
Neuf empties, a few miles below the Fort. Léwaigk runs immediately by the Fort, and is a
bold, rapid river, containing nearly or quite as much water as the lllingist bavigable on
account of the numerous rapids. It is, however, an important bratioh great river of
Oregon. The Fort is built, as are all the forts along the fireysbon sun-dried brick. There
is no farm attached to any of the forts. There is a store Ingdnghis one, and a trade is
kept up with the Indians for their furs. There are a few Indians encangued ahe Fort;
but they have little to seflIt is seldom a horse can be bought from them, and for a good one,
they ask from sixty to eighty and sometimes as high as a hundred daobisfifty Some of
their horses are very fine. They manufacture fur moccasinsrawdhide rope they call a
lariawhich they throw with a great deal of skill. The propsetfthis Fort treated us kindly.
A Mormon had rented a room in the Fort, where he kept a $aavern, in which some of
our men procured a meal of bread, butter and milk, for which theyhvae bits. It was said
here that all the men have left Oregon and gone to the milmegrds evening, we crossed
the Panack rivéta swift and pretty stream and three miles further crossed th&l&dint
which we found deep enough to run into our wagon-beds, and about onedhyardeein
width. We ascended the bluff, and encamped nine miles from the Fort. Distanites19

Tuesdg, 17th. 3Atmosphere dry. Very dusty. Traveled down the river. Noonespairg
near the junction of the three rivers. Passed the AmericandrallewisRiver. The descent
of the cataract, to a depth of thirty feet, is attended with a stunning noise, atslpgrsad
and impressive scene. From the boiling basin beneath, thaspeags like a cloud. The
road along here is very bad, and, in places, broken by pregipicbswe were obliged to
descend by means of ropes. Encamped near a rapid. The menstamngtiish. Here we
saw, for the first time, a very fine yellow currant, and the canevgicssesembles the cane.
Distance, today, 21 miles.
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Wednesday, 18th. 3Well, but rather tired. The journey has been a long one, and the weather
is hot and the road dusty. The most of our men walk the greater part of #fiecivdget get
soredand, now and then, they get to thinking of the distance they have yet emtrayrelv
somewhat despondent; but it soon wears off. Could we hear somagingpoews from the
Gold Region, it would cure their lameness, and all would be right, omee Bat we
apprehend no difficulty in getting throdddr, as our loads get lighter, our men can ride the
more. We expect soon to stop, a few days, and, take a goo#l \Wstcontinue our way
down the river, and find it rough, rocky and hilly. Have been obliged theusepes,
occasionally, in going up and down some of the steeps. At noon, we abssedi- Here

we discovered we had left a mule at last sightampment; and | was selected to go back and
bring him. | found him and caught up with the train before dusk. The train left- Rexgis

four miles beyond where we had noorf@edcended the bluff, and traveled five miles, to Raft
River, and encamped near the forks of the Oregon road. Distance 18 miles.

Friday, 20th. 3Pleasant morning. Passed up a gorge of the mountain, along the same strea
to its head spring. Road pretty good. We now begin to see signs of packing. W#fons are
along the road, without any respect to quality or dbst best wagons only selling to those
who desire to use them, for fifteen dollars apiece. Hundreds favélmat and otherwise
destroyed. Pack trains are passing us every day; but that has no influense We intend
taking our wagons through, if we can. Crossed several marshy fhlexeiseo the bottom is
fine3with rugged and stupendous ranges of granite hills, on either side, toweritigeup to
clouds, and assuming every possible form of the grand and wilalsspige. In the midst of
such scenery, and after passing over half a mile of veryoatkihat endangered our wagons

we encamped where there was an abundance of good grass and water. Here thangpcks, jutt
up in high peaks, are of a kind of marble, susceptible of a fine pDistance, today, 21
miles.

Saturday, 21st 3This morning, we enjoy the luxury of a cloudy sky and a few alropi.
Were | at home, | would be sure, from appearance we were abbate a fine rain; but,
here, it is doubtful. We continued our route between ranges of hitlembered to the
summit of one, from which a beautiful and extensive prospect spread.abix miles beyond
that, we came to the intersection of the Salt Lake road, and mevagames having come that
way. We suppose it to be about fifty miles farther than by Fort\Mallvish we had come
that way? The road is described as being better, and extending, forty miteghtta
settlement where we might have obtained plenty of milk, butter and dheekave lived on
dry provisions so long that we often think of our tables at horaeedpat this season, with
every kind of vegetables, cherries and early apples. We &l clesuge of diet. Ascended a
ridge, along the bank of a rivulet. Very rough road, with some steep, pitchie we had to
use our ropes again. Descended to a branch, one and a half ome&dose creek.
Encamped near a spring. Grass tolerably good. Fixed onewfheels that had given way
coming over the hills. Dr. McKenzie encamped near us. Distance 16 miles.

Sunday, 22d 3Pleasant morning; some clouds. We had a little conference migsting
evening Mr. Blakeslee, Mr. J. B. Watson, Mr. Weber, myself, Mr. [Augu&asiman and
Dr. McKenzie, (the latter gentlemen is from Ohio, and seemsdesif spending his
Sabbaths with us,) for the purpose of having a religious conversation fiHtbHerd] Hodge,
who has applied to Mr. Blakeslee to baptize him. We all ehjbgemeeting, and became
satisfied that Mr. Hodge is a hopeful convert to the truth. We hachimgaat 11 A. M. on
the subject of the new birth; after which the ordinance of baptism was adeditdstVr.
Hodge by immersion. It was a scene that drew tears from pes¥areoccurrence that
seldom happens on these plains. It was a solemn appeal to the emigrarg, tehowi/en
here, away from the advantages of churches, the heart can be bgaeligobus truth. Mr.
Hodge has endeared himself to us by this act, and we will stand by him, sustaining him as best
we can; and what a thrill of joy will it send through the hédnis family and friends? We
have seen and know enough of the man to state that he is ngtBypa@ny thing he resolves
upon doing. We believe in his honor, his integrity, his purity; and vessae his family of
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his usefulness and gentlemanly deportment, by which he has secured for himself the kindness
and respect of the company. The story should be told, and it has takewithitigs wind,
informing the emigrant that even in the swift pursuit of gold, the mine: ¢afubenced to

think of another state of the heardas gold will not save the soélhus ends another
Sabbath3one that many of us will long remember.

Monday, 23d, 3The morning bright and beautiful. Soon after starting, we came to Gaalse cr
3a small tributary of LewiBork of the Columbia. Its water is rather warm to be paétabl
being supplied from warm springs. We passed twenty miles up this stragryhadh we
found several hot springsome hot enough to scald a hand plunged in the water. The road
was good. The scenery more of the romantic and pleasing, than the abgrphdndrhe
bottom furnishing good grass, we followed up a branch, through afdgbegaills. Encamped

in this gorge, between precipitous hills. Distance 23 miles.

Cross From Oregon Into California

Tuesdyg, 24th 3Morning cool. Started early, and followed up the branch betwéehillsg
covered with a kind of cind&vidence of this whole region having been heated intensely.
Passed over to another valley, and followed down it fiveorstase cold springs impregnated
with sulphugpassed round the point of a Bitrossed over a sand-ridge to another valley
having good grass but no water, where we encdsipexiles from the springs at which we
had filled our casks. During the afternoon, we passed lat. 42%thertihe dividing Oregon
from California. We have traveled, in the Territory of ©Oregt14 mileSmost of the way
close to its southern line. Except on Bear River, and the neighborh&od éfall, the
country is not at all inviting to an lllinoisan, and passing over irftor@alkioes not place you
among olive groves and vineyards. Neither does it affgediial atmosphere of Italian
warmth. But the good is beyond this, as you will see by following meegidheof the dust.
That will make the country everything desirable. Without this dust (wnigie may not
prove as detrimental to our souls as this we now inhale is tad@s,pthe country, though it
be an Eden, will seem a barren waste, and the adventurer will retarit &ick with
disappointment. Distance 25 miles.

Wednesdgy, 25th. 3Cool morning. Cold nights and hot days seems to be the order of the
weather in this region. Started at 7 a. m. Traveled downllge veVater scarce and
impregnated with salt and alkalbme pools being of strong sulphur, of course not very good
to drink. The day is sultry and dusty. Passed several pools vthihrifin at all, soon lose
themselves in the bottom. They are perfectly clear and puregaknihviting, but are not
pleasant to the tastesome hot and some cold. Encamped, at an early hour, on the bank of a
small stream of warm water, which invited Mr. Weber and myself to do up our wasleing.
water being of the right temperature, we got through in half of théimsuaDistance 16
miles.

Thursda, 26th. 3Breakfasted before sun-rise. Soon after starting, we camestairites of

the warm stream, where were a great number of boiling hot springs, smoking and tfirowing of
clouds of vapor. We could not endure our hands in the water. lddkamd bubbled like a

pot, which proved that the furnace which heated it could not be fathhe@mmtinued up

the valley six miles. Then ascended a ridge and nooned; affenwghilescended a gentle
declivity into another vallégassed several pools of water. Encamped. Water and grass very
good. Distance, today, 20 miles.

Friday, 27th. 3This morning we called to mind that we had been absent from lwome f
months, and that still it would require another month to finish our joufrggyod fortune
continued with us. Last night, one of our best mules died, from thé ditattle-snake. This

is our first bad luck. We passed up the vatlayne to some pools of sulphur water, and others
which contained quantities of alkali. Our animals drank freely, which madesandile,
quite sick3 Passed through &enyon.pu The ground around the springs, and in the bottom,
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showed strong signs of salargbaing soda, Ed.[Crossed a ridge that opened into a fine
large valley, that had a pleasant look after traveling amomistts® long. This valley is
irrigated by numerous streams which take their rise from springs in it. Encampedndsrass
water tolerably good. Distance 20 miles.

Saturday, 28th. 3Started at the usual time. All fair. Three miles from caepame to what
we supposed to be one of the sources of Bl&iyer. It was four or five yards wide where we
came upon it, and increased in volume as we followed it3dee@iving the tribute of many
springs and branches. We stopped where there was abundance of good grasssasiWell a
willows, which answered admirably for cooking purposes. Being on whidvibeaiver
which here is eight or ten yards wide, we concluded to remain undaiao as to afford
our men a chance to repair and tighten up our wagons. The watkeidado warm to drink,

so we fill our casks with it and let it cool. Our men awxeedlllat this time. Our mules have
done their part so faithfully that we would like to give them anlittkerest than usual; but, |
think, by Monday, they will be recruited. We have but three onfales that are not as good
as when we started. Distance, today, only 12 miles.

We are now 1339 miles from St. Jo. and 1682 from Springfield.

Sunday, 2&h. 3Morning quite frosty. Ice three-fourths of an inch thick, in our vesselay To
has been rendered memorable by a feast of frogs. The men hav@ajuray afternoon,
observed large numbers of this interesting quadruped hopping abouidimityeod the camp,
took it into their heads, to go a frogging. Accordingly, they turnecuwogiit @ great many,
tore off their hides, and, when served up, they were, unanimously, pronexcelshquite

a delicacy in the desert. Pharaoh knew nothing about turning one of histplagugmd an
account.

Thus another week of toil is ended, and we enjoy the rest obthatisaDuring the last week
we have had but little cause to complain. Water has been abwidahts, indeed, a luxury
in this dusty country. On Sunday mornings, we perform our weekly roshavirigwhich
circumstance has gained for us some notoriety, as the greatértipa emigration permit
their beards to grow, which makes it difficult to determine to which of the egcbksltimg.

Monday, 30th. 2Cool morning. Thermometer 26 deg. at sun3iemn 88 deg. There was
some show of white frost, and ice was formed in our vessals.allearly start. Men all well.
Mules well rested. Our road led around the slope of a hiligalee river. Passed the
confluence of Marg with a stream, from the north, of equal size. Crossed aEittpmped

in the bottom on the river-bank. No. 1 Wagon, to which | belong, getlgtenout of repair,
and prevented our going two or three miles further. Distance 22 miles.

Tuesdg, 31st 3This morning was mild and pleasant. | rose with a bad headdzichdasted

all day, so that | was obliged to ride in the wagon. Passedvihefya young man, from
Finley, O., who is said to have died of consumption. Continued our counsdhe river?
Toward noon, we were delayed, a few hours, by the breaking of amevafjons. Several of

the men complain of costiveness [constipatibie] cold nights and hot days do not agree well
with them. Passed some very hot springs. Encamped, at the foioigef aear the river.
Distance 15 mile§.Stopped early, as, we are told, it is now eighteen miles to the next water.

August 1849

Wednesdg, Augud 1st 3Started as the first sun-rays gilded the hill-tops around. Commenced
the ascent of a hill, passing througKenyon,pand leaving the river to the left. Crossed the
trail of the first emigrants three times, and saved about one-hdliftaece, they having been
probably compelled, by high water, to take the route they did. Abbwidyalwe had the
good fortune to discover three tolerably good springs, a short digaricé@m which we

got a supply of water sufficient for mules and men. The road isoagd; in consequence
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of its leading through the gorges of the hills. Encamped a shodalistow where we came
to the river. Distance 18 miles.

Thursdy, 2d. 3Rose very early; threectlock a. m. being our usual time for a cook and
teamster to rise, and that is early rising for men who are tired at Highttime, we had
breakfast before it was fairly light. At this point, we lefi#reagain, and climbing over a hill,
passed along the windings of the hollows. Came to the riveraitetheon, but found no
grass; so we continued down the river and crossed it at a vergrgretigtér warm and gravel
bottom. Encamped three mules beyond where we came to theGrass poor; the mules
seemed to prefer the young willows. Fears are entertained that gb&spaoeit along this
river. Distance, today, 22 miles.

Friday, 3d. 3Moved off at 5 a. m. down the river, in a north-west conszssed at 10 a. m.
Grass very poor. Mules still seem fond of young willow, which is abuSdanching sun,
and a stifling amount of dust. Very thirsty and the river water tocevguench it entirety.
We turned, in the afternoon, a ghwwest course, down a large, broad valley, which had, early
in the season, afforded excellent pasture, but was now parched antiwenaareaged to hit
upon tolerable grass for the nigsing the willow for wood. The hills, along here, present
the most barren and sterile appearance of any we have yet senémg, Mo them, seems able
to survive long. They are composed of volcanic rocks rising in a swl&ldacither side of
the valley. We are cautioned to beware of Indians along this rduienbuas yet, have made
their appearance to molest us. Some few clouds are floating neaizibve bot rain cannot

be expected, at this season of the year, in this climate. The men henéovbetriver to
wash, and B. D. Reeves came near being drowned, but he was relieved bomnghaihdo
consciousness by rubbing. This may operate as a caution to those atendenwell. After

the alarm had subsided, everything moved on as B#feracident, as no harm was done,
served to give an impulse to the conversation which all enjoyed. Distance.20 mile

Saturday, 4th. 3Our course still lay down the river, about sixteen miles, to the gicént
mountain, around which we turned a north-westerly diréédiaving the river to make a great
bend to the left. Had no grass or water for eight miles fe@rg were excited by seeing most
of the vegetation dried up; but we succeeded in finding a grassy®poehicampment. The
sage predominates in this bottom and is of every stinted form and appeafam other
valleys diverge into tHisne coming in from the south-east, the other from the north.
Encamped at 1 p. m. Distance 18 miles.

We are now on the north bank of MayRiver (or Humbolds,) 1454 miles from St. Jo.
1797 from Springdfield.
North Branch of Humbolt

Sunday, 5th. 3The good Sabbath has come once more and another weekoétalkd. This

day we enjoy very much. Contrary to expectation, we foundpadinee in the bend of the
river3 discovered as it were by accident. Since we have started, nevbalacked good
grazing, for our mules, on Sundapabling us to observe, scrupulously, that provision of our
Constitution which has set this apart as a rest day.

This day is one to be remembered from the appearance amohfflimb] Cook Matheny,
Reuben McDaniel and his nephew, each on a mule and leading one packedewith a
necessaries. It gladdened our hearts to see them; but we présedstivey should be traveling
in that mode and alone. There was a general burst of admiration fadethiedr. They
acceded to our invitation to sojourn with us during the day, and thaigperiroubles were
related. Their adventures were of the kind encountered by mostperso get separated,
voluntarily or otherwise, from their mess-mates. We leamediem that Gormley is alone,
packing, and E.[li] Cook, Johnson McDaniel the hatter, and J[oe]. Condeljetteer with a
wagon. Several of our Springdfield folks have got suatt@dken the shoot to Oregon. What
a history of a great movement, by our American people, willtewrhen, upon the record
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of the next two years, shall be revealed the signet, and all forFgolgiur gratification, |
will collect some of the incidents that have befallen otifees,| can command the leisure to
do so, and the heat has somewhat abated so everything does not fizz when it is touched.

Monday, 6th. 3All bright. We started early, and moved down the river until noon, whaih
very warm, thermometer standing at 98 deg. After which, we crossed a sapalhhithich
we saw the grave of E. A. Bryson, aged 34, of Louisville, Kyf, Bryats company, who
died July 15th, 1849. Traveled a north-west course. Encampedriweithé am suffering
from a bad cold. Distance 24 miles.

Tuesdg, 7th. 3This morning our road led to the north; then around a bend of tiee, riv
inclining southward, forming a half circle. In the afternoon, weedrassand-ridge, leaving
the river and the old trail which is but little traveled this seasaro@ldiacross the ridge was
made by the advance portion of the emigration to avoid crossingrthéiivel presume was
high. Encamped on the river. Distance 21 miles.

Wednesdg, 8th. 2Breakfasted before daylight. Left the encampment at sun-rise. Gbntinue
near the river during the forenoon. The afternoon, our roadcath-svesterly. There are
indications of the grass having been good during the early part of thebsgas@mnow all
withered. Passed a grave sacred to the memory of A. C. Baldrénof $ie willow is
diminishing. It is not here more than an inch in diameter, yet we depend upon it, principally,
for fuel. The river has not increased in volume, percegtiliiyras a muddier tinge and moves
more sluggishly. The bottom is full of sloughs in which the bufrgiparently the sole
tenant. Distance 22 miles.

Thursdg, 9th. 3Took up our line of march early. Wm. Broadwell bought a horse,esadd|
bridle for $45. We came on a sand-bluff, which weariedhales very much. We crossed
the river, leaving this abominable sand for a bottom road sevaval wagons that had been
left by the owners on the road-side after having packed what thelgsitest Small parties
of packers are coming up with us constantly, all of them wantin@imieeof provision.
Continued on the same side of the river, the road being Y&mtamped on the bottom.
Grass poor and only growing among the willows. Distance, today, 15 miles.

Friday, 10th. 3All well. Continued on the same side of the river for tworeethiles, and
then crossed to the right bank. The fording was deep. Here wedaredt quantity of a
very fine, red berry, resembling the currant. Its name we couldrnotlleanediately before
us rose a lofty mountain, with a valley opening to the southwest and taribihnsouth-east.
Mr. Shepherd the Daguerrean Artistame up with us on packs. His company went ahead
and he remained with us until noon the next day. In four milesymeeto the bluff up which
the road went. A note was left here, for us, by Dr. McKenzZBincihnati, informing us of
the sand road ahead and there being neither grass nor water for flasgandibut little grass
for seventy-two miles. We called a counsel at 10 a. mectdedupon the policy of
commencing this journey today. Determined to wait, let our mulearréstart tonight at the
rising of the moon. Made 6 miles today.

169 See footnote numb@o.
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56. Emily Watson Letter to Husband Benjamin A. Watson
August 3, 1849°

From Emily Watson to B. A. Watson
August 3, 1849

Your Pa thinks it is of no importance for him to write to you wélinfss somewhat of
disappointment not receiving a letter at this time but | know thaayewitten us two letters
have been received from the company from Mr. Philip Webber and MFhe only letters
that were saved from the emigrants from 200 pounds that wer&tokbats where five boats
were burned but dear we feel very glad indeed that a few wdréosalleus that you were
alive and getting along well but how great would have been the [fleasuté have received
a letter from those dear hands which have so often clasptmihreirs. Dearest all | ask is
that our lives may be spared that we may meet again and thatvenilvdnaarling children
to greet you with their smiles when you return to your home. Dea&eegblar boy is growing
fast. He talks of his dear father a great deal and sometimes he helps noa tonery Dear

I never knew how much | loved you until now | do wish | had githeyou. Welly often asks
me where isfaunyyif it is way over younder pointing his little finger in some dimed&eery
piece of writing he finds he says it is petter and wants me to read about Yelley has
been quite unwell cutting four teeth. | have been very well silriiniser except the toothache
which | have now quite bad. I think | shall go and have &vendomorrow. | have several
decayed but I think | shall wait a while before | have them done. | do not think | could stand
it at this time. Dear | do wish you were hdrknow that wishx some of it has been so long
since we parted. Dear | hope that you will come home befogetws only tho how long and
if your little girl should live how large she will be, abouttleechusin we took to raise, Anne
Maria could not keep her so | gave all claimed gave her to Emoline, but tomal; jo

Jdune 29 spent the day at Abigals stayed all night at $ikitged Welly went to bed we talked
of our dear husbands half the night

30" come from Hes done my washing and some sewing. Kissed the boy to bed.

July 1* at home in the morning went to Motteein the afternoon. Julia come home with me
stayed all night. | done my washing got dinner went down to Mattasred all night.

3" went over to Emoling stayed all day back to Motkeat nightKissed Welly went to bed
4" at Emoline-all the morning went to Motherto stay all night. Kissed the boy.

5" come home from Mothers went to spend the day with ??? Stayed all night.

6" all day at Mr. Littls come home in the evening. Kissed the boy.

7" worked hard all day. Kissed the boy.

8" rain hard all day. Nelly come up to stay all night.

9" Anne Maria spent the day. Mother spent the afternoon. KissédyHhe bed dreamed
of husband.

10" done my washing spent the afternoon at Hettayed all night.

11" spent the day at Hettyto help her sew. Spent the evening alone.
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12" done ironing in the morning spent the afternoon at Alsidaime stayed alone. Kissed
the boy to bed.

13" at home got dinner done some sewing up most all night with Welly he was sick.
14" Welly quite sick with the summer complaint. Stayed all night with Hetty. Kesseg.th
15" took breakfast at Hetsydinner at home supper at Mothers. Julia stayed all night with me.

16" went home with Julia alone went shoping spent the afternoon wiffisfies stayed all
night at Mothers dreamed of husband.

17" at Mothers until after dinner come got supper ate alone kissed the little mteiarbveel
18" at home got dinner Nelly stayed all night dreamed of husband

19" put in a quilt for the cradle done some quilting Nelly stayed all night

20" quilting all day. Julia come up to help me went over to Hets stayed a while.

21" done some washing and ironing the cars come up for the firsttenedown to Mothers
stayed all night

22" at Mothers all day Welly quite sick all day got some better kissgotd\sdid

23" went out shoping with Mother made some calls came home afterwl@meavith Father
to see the cars come in.

24" at home went over to Hetsycome home kissed Welly to bed dreamed of my husband
25" at home Nelly come over Julia stayed all night
26" Julia spent the day we done some sewing | stayed all night with Hetty.

27 home from Hettys done my washing got supper at home alone kissed the boy to bed
dreamed of my husband

28" done my ironing went down to Mother to stay all night

Next page 25

29" at Mothers all day

30" at Mothers came up home went out shopping stayed all night at Mothers

31" Walter took a carriage of family out blackberring we stayedydllstiyed all night at
Mothers.

August1* the morning at Emolines Mr. Ives and family called on tookyweeld | riding
come home Nelly stayed all night

2“ at home Emoline spent the afternoon got supper kissed your boy to bed

Dear you will say that | go to Mothers every day but | taeimit for there is such a vacancy
at home that | cannot stay. | think that when we get the roonthadilt will be more
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contented. Your pa talks of commencing it this next week and thesuwiitle baby and
boy in my own room maybe | shall feel at home we have justrgoaveing done in front
today the cellar is being filled we have a good garden vt féelmafraid to eat anything as
the city is very healthy more that it ever was We have not&sel @f cholera but it has been
all around us as many as 140 deaths a day in St. Louis all of ourdaenfiadh good health
your pas is better than it has been for some tifnkave just been sent for to come over to
Het s she is going to be sick she has begun a letter to Mr. Bilson, poalodstityish Mr. B.
was here today and dearest | shall wish for yoti @&dber but | shall try to get along without
you as you cannot come.

Dear | have so much to tell you that | cannot on papshall have to wait until you come
home. Welly the little dear wants me to write a kiss tdipdells everybody his pa is going
to bring him a pony fronfaunyu Dear | believe | have told you everything but how much |
want to see you and that | cannot tell dedream of you every night and think of you all day
long. Dear | shall have to stop writing for Hetty wants marte obas soon as | can all of
the family send their love to you and Mr. Bour boy is out watching the cars go out and
riding in the wheelbarrow. Dear you do not know what ple&ssite have the boy when you
are from me | sometimes wish | could lend him to you. Dearesgtekiecare of yourself
dont work too hard | hope you will not [get] sick to take care ofhemlth good care dadn
expose yourself for gold. Dearest love | bid you goodbye. t [@oget to write every
opportunity

| remain your loving and affectionate wife,

Emily Watson

My letter has been delayed. Hetty has got a fine girl 6 pathbead it is just the image of
Mr. Bilson.

Your pa requests me to say that business is as good as could tee grpepa says that if
you do not get gold we will have enough to start a business dgainepilice cream goes off
well the people are afraid of it.

Maria Biddle Back in Springfield, lllinois

Birth of Edwin Webber Biddle
(1849:1928)

On August 11(18), 1849, Maria Biddle gave birth to her third boy, and named him Edwin
Weber Biddle. Sarah Weber, Dr. Henry and Angeline were with her. Her kind neigieleoned
to vie with each other in doing everything they could for her, until she was stnohgell once
more. Maria needed all the love and tenderness they gave her for she waselgrarid sick at
heart!"
Maria Biddle Pinched Financially

For the first time in her life, Maria was feeling the sting oftpovihe uncertainty of B. R.
[Benjamin R. Biddle her husband] whereabouts kept her constantly wodieeraous. She

was very busy throughout the day and found little time to think about herself tamglihes;

but she could not sleep at nigbt when she did sleep she would often wake herself by crying
over some terrible dream. Then she would he in bed, tremidimgshock and fright, after

the terror of her dream.

She had no way of knowing if B. R. were alive and safe, onshahea would think of the
reports that had been brought back from the \A&fshe immigrants who had been murdered
by Indians?or had died from thirst or cholera. Her only solace wasaitarih prayefand
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she prayed fervently each day, that God, in his infinite goodness andvagitguide and
SURWHFW % 5 DQG WKH RWKHU 6SWROQIQEHHO 6 TKWHD KB OHRIWW R Q
were poor that year, and the rents and notes remained unpai@. vildrermany things needed
for her little family, and money should be put away for taxes. B. Rlweg attended to
everything of that sort; and it worried her more than she would admiawHeroperty was
tied up so that she could not get anything from it; and she was unwilliregptdalpcfrom
her family®who would have been glad to assist her if they had known of herAtligist. she
decided to have some boarders, as well as roomers. She bad hegetable garden, cow
and chickendand occasional meat from the farmers who could not pay theitalébt, in
cash: so she decided that a few boarders would almost pay her runnirgsexXypétisfive
children (and one of them a baby) this was no small undertakingvhmue theres a will
theres a wayland Maria took care of her family without any financial aid from éthers

57. Letter From William Charles Ludlum From the California Emigrants
Galiesto, 120 miles South of Santa Fe,
August 11, 1819

Journal Tuesday, September 18, 1848

From the California Emigrants
Galiesto, 120 miles South of Santa Fe, August 11, 1849

Before leaving Independence we had reliable inofrmation ofdbessful working of the Taos
mines, and finally concludewd to take them in our route, and shveulte able to make
anything by working them, to spend most of the Summer there, and pass dewmobthey
Gila in the fall and Winter, and be readuy for work to Qaii& in the spring. We had
previously concluded to take the Gila route in preference to the mprtimeaccount of the
large amount of emigration that were going that way.

With this view we left Independence about the 15th of May, taking thentddF® trail to the

crossing of the Arkansa8 KHQFH XS WKH $U NDQ{ieba/ a wol;dyeduit@w -V )

the Mormons, where they stopped the first winter after leaving the Sthsgsg 100 miles

DERYH %HQW-V )RUW :H KDYH FURRLWY HKE&® WX H) RILWH ¥ MR D WHHHEQ R+
creek of that name, and about five miles from the base pathat Rocky Mountains, known

as the Spanish Peaks, and about forty miles from the Taos Mines. It is occupiadybgfa

traders, who gather up furs and robes from the Indians in the winter, and send the

States in the Spring.

In the neighborhood of this place we had supposed, would would be sléable do the

repairs which were necessary to be done to the waggons, and also to senctbotemtieta
examine the mines, before moving the train up to them. We encainpetfive miles south-
west of the Fort, and about three miles from the base of thetaimy on a beautiful plain,
sloping off from the mountain, four and a half to four and three quarteranddhree miles
long, bounded on each side with a stream of clear cold wateQreddsi the melting of the
snows on the top of the mountain, running by.

From our camp we have a most beautiful view in our rear is aféofgemountains; although

LW LV RQO\ DERXW WZR PLOHV GLVW D@eath itsisdemmiand RXOG EH D JR
And retrun. About thirty miles to the southsouth , are those two scalgteates, generally

marked iun all our maps; and about eighty miles the Raton msjoedeébrated fo their

beautiful and Castle like appearance, and about thirty miles to the eastgésat high and

lofty hills, stricking out from the Raton mountains to the Arkansas, andvabouites distan

on the north , are high and rock spurs running out five or six milegHfeomain mountain
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and nearly at right angles. Taking the whole together it makestbaemost beautiful views
| ever beheld.

It was on the"2of July we pitched our camp at this place, and immediatelynessures to
send forward the detachment to examine the mitiEiss.detail was made and they left camp
For that purpose on the"4 Whille they were absent, those remaining in camp burned two
kilins of Coalput up a couple of forges we had with us, and went on with the rejpairs of
wagons. There was scardcely any of the wagons but what wanted|essreepairihey

were generaally newsome made to order, others were bought of the manufacturer. The
Mule part of the train, to which | am attached, consists of eighégmms, and all but three
had to have the tire cut or otherwise repaired, and those theeeagons that had been used
the year previous, and two of them belong to the mess to which | do.

| would advise any one in taking a trip of this kind, to purchase good seconblgans, in
preference to new ones.

The detachments which went forward to examine the mines returnedifreagiht days with
an unfavorable report. It had been the intention of the compamgyéacrossed the mounains
at the Mines, and go down the valley of the Rio Grande, which | suppodéaaibeen
done, had the commanding officer thought proper to have ordereditnéomvard; but he
not liking the route appointed a board of road vieweres to rejpotee company the
practicablitty of taking the train over that route, at preselyt@ mule path, which reviewers
made | believe about the following report:

From the camp by way of Raton Mountains, Vegas, Pec, Galisteo, etc. to, \éhlentcib0
miles further than by the way of Taos and the Valley of the RioéG@arvtlerncia. The
distance from camp to the foot of the pass in the mountain, twéesy n@fuires the labors
of fifty men one and half days; from the foot of the pass t@ley of Santz Cristi, twentyu
miles, one half of this road is good, the balance dead timberwstddcut, and some rock
to remove, will take 50 men six days, no very steep gradesctor@yehe road down the
valley of the Rio Grande is good. The report was presented to the company raun thie
the Raton Mountains adopted.

Should there ever be much trade carried on between the Statestgaittbfithe valley of

the Rio Grande, above Santa Fe, which by the by is consideerable at present, this route across
the mountains to the valley of the Santa Chirsti, will be adopted, andiavilbbe much

the best pass that has ever yet been found. The advantage it wilEh#ve other routnes,

will be the abundant supply of wood, water, and grass.

JRU D GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKH URXWH IURP WKHSHRINQBRE WR %
PurgatoyDW WKH IRRW RI WKH 5DWRQ ORXQWDMRQV(PRR\6WQWD\)H , L
able and correct report made in 1846-7, with the advance guaedaaingh of the west; and

any person wishing to take this route needd no better guide than his report.

The road from Bent Fort to Puebia is along the valley of the ridegcend. The road from
Puebla to the Raton mountains is about 130 miles and was neved trautelith a small train
before ours; it is generally three or four miles from the miousmal is as good a road, and as
easily traveoed with a load as the road from Springfield to Beardsthe crossing of the
Raton is about 30 miles from the crossing of the paurgatorythiedmase to the summit is
about 20 miles, and from the summit to the valley below, on the omidesjtabout ten miles.
Were it not for a rocky spur of the mountain of about one milehgwe to pass in descending
the road would be good. | asked some of the committee wibaveeMthe otheer route whild
passing this place, the differrence between this place and the route they thelevegdied
that the other road was smooth and level compared to this.
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Our trip thus far has been rather pleasant than otherwise asréaebisg is concerned; the
weather has been fine, the roads good and the health of the caftenexdhe company

have to regret the death of W. W. Simms, of Jacksonville, whacgidsently caught under
one of the wheels of his wagon, and was so injured that he died inabout$w It happened

about 20 miles from Puebla on the Arkansas; he was taken tthatiee and buried on the
point of a high bluff in the vicinity of several other graves.

We have had two or three alarms, but no trougble from Indigvisile traveling on the

Arkansas, neaODQQ -V )RUW DEJRXW R-FORFN RQ 6XQGD\ PRUQLQJ
generally washing and dressing, there was discovered about 2 atiStamitesn the opposite

side of the River on a high rise of groudn, something supposed to be abhéfdlof but on

a close examination with a glsass they were found to belmtirge Indians riding to and

fro, apparently in great excitement and haste; in a short tinkeugtdloe line of march for

our camp at full speed. The alarm was sounded and in a few sninetstock was all

corrolled, (it being picketed near camp,) and the boys paraded onlttaf thee river opposite

to where the Indians had already arrived. Seeing our determinafjipose dtheir e=crossing,

they sent forward a flag of truce, when a party ensued. Wetilnered to our camp and the

indians were then suffered to cross when a brisk tade was struck upseslas$onoccasins,

for trinkets of different kinds which the boys had with them. Thidd®n the dubbed the
Battle of thes ODFN 5DYHQ RQ DFFRXQW RI D UDYHH@TMIQHVW LQ D ODU
intention was plunder no doubt, as they were hovering round our camp, bipistieinest

tow or three days; since shich we have not see any, although werh#&eedleng through an

Indian country all the tme, and some of the most waerklie kinds, egpecaltaws, which

range the very country we have traveled east of the mountaine just heard the same tribe

that visited us had attacked a small train and took such things as they waetkxl, [gad,

sugar, coffee, etc.

We have had generally a good supply of fresh meat sincélwedpéndence; scarcely a day
passed but what we had deer or antelope in camp; when we caeeiémity of the little
Arkansas we were in the range of the Buffalo, and it appeared thatldiglahdor two or
three hundred miles was one complete draove, and it was a commigrfahithe company
to take four or five a day, and some days as high as ten eefvandlrfrequently as many
calves, which was some of the fines veal ever ate. Singetlearange of Buyffaloes we have
had plenty of deer and Antelope; while passing along the foot of themsuatge quantities
of Pheasants were killed, which were about the size of the prairibatfar betteer; also a
plenty of the hare and rabbit, many of which were killed daitge & came to the Moree
creel wjere the Bent Fort and the old Santa Fe road meet, therehaslgame, and there
is none generally through the mountains.

We are now encamped at Galiston, about 20 miles south of SantseFewe have been for
the last week, but will leave here for the Gila on day aftertsmdrhave just retrurned from
Santa Fe where | have been for the last two days. It at presesnt has somafiiagridmece
of Independence in the spring. There are a greaat many emigrantbdidrigr Caliofornia,
some has come out by the regular traveld route, many by Fort@ntith,Arkansas. There
is a company from new York camped near us, who wagons have giard are now
preparing to pack; there are several others about Santa Fe in tfig.same

They take almost every direction from here to California. Soni®y way of old Spainish
trail, some direct to Mormon settlement on the Salt Lake, some bygf\Waybla on the
Arkansas, by Fort Laramie eto the South [J&¥s.met on the route one fresh company 300
men and another of 50 who had come by Bort smith and Santa Fe Witmare now leaving
take the Gila route. Some eight or ten companies have lefiuating to three or four
hundred wagons; there are three or four companies to leave next week.

Col. Collier, collector of the Port of San Francisco $aata Fe and will leave for California
in a few days, and will probasbly go out with us. C. Ludlum
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58. Benjamin R. Biddle{ Yournal
August 11-31, 1849

Saurday, 11th. 3In compliance with our resolution of yesterday, we started hdiible 1

o €lock this morning. Ascended the bluff, which was very hard pullingytafilenwe found

some sand but the road generally proved better than we had eéxigctecross the fifteen

miles by 7 a. m. Took breakfast and grazed our riutesting three hours. Then followed

the river, which makes a considerable bend, turning first to the north and then inclining to the
south. The bottom gradually enlarges. The first or low bottong aoich the road runs, is
walled in by a bench or range of s&he whirlwinds raising columns of dust in every direction,
the mountains entirely bare of vegetattbe only thing to attract the attention being the smoke
that rises from the camp or the signal fires of the Digger Indians. Imtieses manage to

keep at a respectful distance. Encamped on the rivefibaking 25 miles, today.

Near this point is the fork of the Oregon road which was explored b§ddiegate, who
conducted his emigration successfully along it to Ofegaking the head of the Willamette
Valley in 1845. As | am writing this, | hear little else discussedlaree but the merits and
demerits of this new route. It leads into Oregon at or near thenvéile Valley, avoiding the
Cascade Mts. near to Lewirk of the Columbiécrossing the Sierra Nevada at a very
favorable pass. Bryant speaks, in his book, of having had a vepctate#tpugh pleasant
and cordial meeting on this river, with the Messrs. Applegates, wheehatiree months
exploring this route. A portion of the emigration, this seasonpg@agoing this way, on
account of there being more water and grass along it than on theuwisu Suttes Fort,
and not increasing the distance to that gaeipbint in which we all feel a deep interest because
of its furnishing us with provisions for the winter. This cut-off, aalied; evill take us from
this (nearly sixty miles from tHsinkpof the river) almost due west to the head waters of
Feather River, in the vicinity of the Gold Region (that was,) or teddewaters of the
Sacramento which are not far from Feather River. It wileqatre more than seven or eight
days to accomplish the journey. The Oregon route will be left,dafes after taking it, and a
trail taken to the left which was traveled, last season, with thirteen wagamsnbnamed
Clareson, who has since settled on Feather River, and has givenMé&sesesand Myers,
two mountain traders, a description of the road, which induced them t taleemorning,
with eleven teams. Others are following them during the day.eWiag over and will take

a vote, on Monday, as to whether we will take it or not. We haverdgiog news about the
grass on the old route; and our mules, to take us through, must have Tdrascut-off is
supposed to have plenty, as it has not been traveled this seasorpldtadsus in what was
last year the Gold Region, and, we presume that the operators still thereawidkilities for
procuring provisions.

We are on the west bank of MaRiver, 1567 miles from St. 38910 miles from Springfield.

Sunday, 12th. 3Another Sabbath has smiled upon us, and, under the protection of Providence,
we have reached this point of our journey in health and peace, with nottamgntor make
us afraid that in three weeks, or less, we shall not be in the settlement sf-8uitter

Monday, 13th. 3This morning a council was called and a vote taken upon what course we
should take, which resulted in our selecting the new¥ayés 14, Nays 6. Those opposing
were R.[ichard] Hodge, E.[than] T. Cabanis, B. F. Taylor, B.[émja&nWatson, E. Fuller
and T. Billison. The remaining companies all following im@ke; but none of them agreeing
unanimously to do so. In twelve miles, we came to a feebleaptisgme grass. We dug
holes and got nearly enough water for our mules. To this springmeenearly due west.
Here we stayed three hours. At half past three, we started, emdedsand descended a
mountain by gentle slopes. Passed through a bottom and up a géritie adetn descended
into a 'kenyonpand the road, which heretofore had been good, became rocky. Thenwalls
either side were high, and it was night. Mr. J.[ohn] B. Watson, and, atlkat forward in
search of water and grass, until half paseldk at night, when, having met with no success,
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we encamped, tied our tired mules to the wagons, halted two habesriwyon to rise; and
then, determined to find grass and water, all hands were called upateneelock. We
hitched up and were off in half an hour. Distance 28 miles.

ODU\-V 5LYHU

Tuesdg, 14th. 3 |0, Yes?® all hands get uplwas heard as the moon rose above the hills
surrounding our camp. All was stir, and in a little while, we werteavivge the line of
match. Our poor mules were hungry and thirsty, and remaining would not supplaniei
Our road soon took a north-westerly direction and continued so nikddy.a Sterility and
volcanic desolation everywhere prevailed. The day was fine, batrtith wnfavorable to
our thirsty mules. For fourteen miles, we traveled over the bed of a lake wineldig. In
the spring-time, it had been covered water. To our right, rogdattierocky point of a
mountain, in the vicinity of which were several old craterse ji@gressed, our mules began
to show signs of fatigue. Passed several horses and cattledadiidnhaut, and wagons that
had been left in the desert while the owners went abroad, with the teprast of water. At

2 p. m., when men and mules were almost exhausted, we foundatentaat was warm and
hardly drinkable; and, some distance below, we discovered one lafgést and most
remarkable boiling springs we had seen. Grass plenty. Travetaad.3Distance 24 miles.

During the last two days, we have come fifty-two miles, and ouateamasv more weary
than they have been at any previous time. This is a hard placekfto stoss unless they be
strong and in good order.

W ednesdg, 15th. 3Our mules had fared well, but we were obliged to move cautiously. The
water being warm did not quench thirst as well as if it had beemdoldei, all the water,
both warm and cold, is strongly impregnated with salt, which renders it urgpaldiabhen
suffer from thirst. Nearly everything we eat or drink has salt in it, alydeveaything is hot.

We put some boiling water into buckets at night, which cooled by mormiegcsald drink

it, but it did not quench our thirst. The emigrants began to crowd in upon us with tired teams
3 many having come ahead, who returned to their trains with cankegmsgtfi water. Mules

and oxen were brought to drink, and taken back to the wagons atmjgktice to those who
were behind us, we determined to leave this place and go teporgs that were a few miles
ahead. In about three miles, we came to other springs so hotrtbab@m, in their eagerness

for water, rushed in and were badly scalded. Here there was grasmemndha were with

us encamped? Our company passed on three miles further and came to saenehaawas
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not so hot where there was fine grass. Close to our encampment, is a bodinig sghich
we boiled a large piece of bacon finely. For supper, we aeldgserice, bacon and a pot of
tea. Cut grass to take with us, determined our mules should noagaife We learn that
we have to cross another desert of twenty miles, to-morrow. Distance, tolégy, 6 m

Thursdy, 16th. 3Everything ready grass for our mules and casks filled with water. All rose
at one celock and moved off at half past two to cross what is calledttRaial We found
the road to be very sandy in spots; sage was abundant and thecgraued with an
incrustation of salt. Made a halt at seven; breakfasted andrganstes grass. We then had
a very heavy sandy road for five miles, when we descended adaridoitdm, at the head
of which, after traveling a north-westerly course, we came igrdss and water in great
abundance. We next turned the point of a mountain, inclining auseavesterly, the
prospect of having food for the mules became encouraging. #$&ngra desert of seventy-
five miles, our mules seemed brisk and lively. We stoppectthgim water and allow them
to feed several times during the day. There are only fourtees abaad of us, on this new
route, and they serve to break the road and make it plain. Distance 23 miles.

Friday, 17th. 2 Two horses were reported to have been shot, last night. @weewnivas kille

by a wound in the neck, caused by an arrow with a flint point. Missedfl @ur mules, this
morning, and left a note requesting those behind to bring him up, if foundtawésl from
camp with our road in full view, winding up a gentle acclivity, in aywdiséetion. Near the
summit, we came to an abrupt pitch where we had to use ouypdsgadet down the wagons.
This introduced us into &enyonuthat opened into a pretty valley. After which, our road
turned to the right and entered a very narrow defile, withrisadty, on either side, to the
height of several hundred feet. Here we found grass and water. atkisfpyloom and
shadows is a favorite resort of the Indians. A cavern yawned afdtifecbde of high-piled
rocks; and, from the indications, the savages had made it an asylune fogakhvinds and
storms of winter. We passed beyond, about a mile, and encamped irkariyen pwhere
there was excellent water and a rich variety of clover. We bpaegprourselves against the
Indians by having our guns put in order and loaded. Thereptaoe, since we have been
among the mountains, where we have had so much occasion to beliofcdieaattack.
Stopped at 2 p. m. Distance, today, 12 miles.

Saturday, 18th. 2Morning is quite cooP ice made? overcoats in use. During the night, the
encampment was roused from slumber by the report of a gun, which wamoddetse the

signal for others to give the alarm. The denouement was ratjteabiée. It turned out that

Mr. J. B. Weber being on the watch, and a horse having passed the line withoutrbbing see
him, he heard the noise, hailed three times, and the horse not answering, he fired but missed.
The fellows laughed and said that he fired so as to hit if it wiediamand miss if it were a

horse. So it passed off as a good joke, and, the remaintie ofght, our rest was
uninterrupted.

Our road led, this morning, through a narrow and exceedingly rocky dhdile.we broke
an axle-tree, but, having a few on hand, our mechanics soon put in anotinext ¢éme to

a beautiful meadow of fine grass and well watered. It was, andbedring sight. Here the
hills began to assume a gentler form, and we could, once more, gbé aayitth was pleasant
afer being shut up so long in dark defiles and mountain gotgdsnith frowning rocks.
There are striking features in the scenery of this country to dek moevery traveler. The
last kenyonwas so narrow as scarcely to admit a wagon; and this the only pass through these
interminable hills towering everywhere far above us. Teunprise, in the midst of these
rugged places, we found good grass and fountains of cold, sparkling Wwatarledge of
this, to those who are behind us, would be pric&dessh is the anxiety felt about it. The road,
this evening, is smooth. Encamped at 4 p. m., in a fine patch of grassdsg an excellent
spring. Distance 15 miles.
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Sunday, 19th. 23Once more, we look back upon another week of our journey éadedek

that will long be remembered by our company. For a time, our lives diveéshaf our poor
animals hung suspended in doubt. | hope, from this forward, we shall not lack grass or wate
Our men are generally well, and, in their rustic teamgarb, it would be difficult for their

old friends to recognize some of them.

During the last week, we made 103 miles. We are now in Hagh'Renyon,on Applegats
route to Oregor1675 miles from St. Jo. and 2018 from home.

Such has been our experience on the new route we havéaakeite of which we had but
little knowledge, but which was preferred because a majority of esnvéneed this would
lead us to the Gold Region on the Sacramento or Feather River sban the route up
Salmon Trout River, and across the Sierra Nevada at what isasiggllihe Bear River Pass,
and thence down to SutteFort. The tide of emigration will, doubtless, flow in that channel;
but the ultimate result alone can determine which is the bettersrddgehave had no reason

to induce us to believe that we have come the wrong way. We had arriesdugarto the
sink of Marys River and the fearful dangers of crossing the widely extended desert beyond, to
warn us from that way if we could get grass and water on anothehrdakéeng this course,

we followed the lead of an experienced mountaineer, who by risking his owty gayeus

the best assurance that plenty could be found after tvedrdasl. The road had been gone
over by Oregon emigrants, but the grass had not been touched this season.

We have traveled through the wildest region the imagination cah dégicanic desolation
covers everything; and, but for the green little meadows appeénaaqidst of wildness and
sterility, one might think a civilized being had never trodden thestsd&olitude claims this
region as its dominion; and rarely is it interrupted save by the degrdidetrirvad Digger
Indian, whose characteristic is stealth, and who would scorn to posselof anything save
by theft. Never before have | been in a region so wild and dreatgsiate, with not a tree
to break the monotony of the view. We are now approaching tbhetamts, and, by the
middle of next week, we hope to stand on the summit of the Gneatfa@m which we shall
have a first glimpse of the Promised Land, whose tall trees, purg@reatenalleys, and the
consummation of oufgolden hopegwill inspire our tired bodies and spirits with the vigor of
new life. Our mules, too, will then have rest and food to recrmitafter five long months

of constant toil. You can hardly imagine with what interesatale ewer them. When one
shows any symptoms of fatigue, or sickness, the attention of the whole company idirecte
his recovery. They have been our dependence to bring us throughjeapdnele has
endeared himself to us until we feel towards them as friends.

During the last week, | have thought much of SpringfieldDi&tance lends enchantment to
the viewpso absence brings to mind, more vividly, the endearments of Remenen would
wander from family and friends, if they did but take a philosophic vikings. The partner
in our joys and sorrows, the children of our Rikie affection of the one, the innocence of the
others, would keep us all at home, if we would but take thingy asetesd accommodate
ourselves to the circumstances of our condition. But, as the world iss thexecessity for
gold. There are a thousand and one ways in which money may be used, gncosagas
us all to have it. Very many have sacrificed every enrgpdility upon the altar of Mammon.
There are many men, on these plains, who have adopted a coar§emessars and
language, and who violate the common courtesies of life vritppuamity that would indicate
their birth and education to have been in a less favored land than theStaiésd The gold
obtained is but a small portion of the history of such an expeditioere is much to be
learned of the manner in which the characters of some medeaetoped by peculiar
circumstances, and all may learn lessons of wisdom by the study of themselves.

Monday, 20th. 3All reported well. Soon after starting out, we passed through raugy

narrow kenyon.u Doran and [Richard] Hodge killed a fine antelope, which was welcome
enough, for we were sadly in want of fresh meat. Soon afitnakaand Moffat killed

147



Letters From California and Oregon 498

another, and others brought in some sage hens. After passing dwee sdw, for the first
time, proudly glittering afar, the snowy peaks of the Nevada. We nowl entaliey whose
principal vegetation is the sédgehrub of whose sight we have grown weary; but, without it, in
all probability, this vast extent of country could never be crosses.bidn our only fuel for
hundreds of miles. At the end, a lake of salt water, we came upon verytedix@ecnone

of our guide-books mention it. We entered a mountain pass, andtdidcha suitable place

to encamp until after 8 p. m. The distance across the sagewessixteen miles, without
water. We suffered some, in consequence of not having takesupply. Distance, today,

24 miles.

Tuesdg, 21st *Morning cool. Breakfasted on antelope steak. Continued up the pass until,
once more, the Sierra Nevada burst upon our vi&escended into a narrow grassy valley.
The surrounding hills were decked with a few scattering cedars. @rfesgedcky hills, and
came to a hot spring where, as the grass was good, we encamped for thésniglariably

the case, that the warmth of these springs cause them to be surroundesuviattit
vegetation. We are in a large valley at the foot of angpeatain whose brow is veiled in
clouds. Distance 14 miles.

Wednesdgy, 22d. 2Our course is nearly north, this morning. Passed a smoking hot spring,
from which issues a pretty stream. Crossed the bed of a lake, from which we dadagoo

to the base of the mount&up which we traveled during the afternoon, passing some majestic
pines and streams of pure, cold water. We nooned under a tree and enjoyed thelshade. T
first part of the mountain the ascent was moderate; but, théoeimghmellow, it was hard
pulling. Half a mile brought us to a pine grove, with grass andhveatgrge. Here the men

built a big wood fire, which did up things brown. At this spot, we concludéil amdhaake

the steepest of the ascent, in the morning, when all were well @st#ts mountain, we
found the first large timber we have seen for many weary miles. It was refréisbingion

to see the tall shafts rising proudly into the air, crowned with thick Wiiabelung broad,
grateful shadows along the steep mountain-side. Distance 17 miles.

Thursda, 23d. 3Cloudy and every sign of rain. Course west. At 7 a. m., we dtmzbted

and commenced the ascent. A mile and a half from camp, vikedehe summit; but the
atmosphere was so smoky as to completely obstruct the grand view weipaigdntBy the
time we had brought ugrriere the mules were much fatigued. When we got beyond the
summit, the smoke cleared away and revealed the shaggy spudsvaitivdodty pine and
cedar, and a fertile bottom spreading beneath. An involuntary shoutpwtbat made the
welkin ring. We unanimously agreed that Hannibal and Nap&leenegal conquerors of
other times who scaled the Afmight have boasted of such an achievement as that of scaling
these American Alps. The descent was easy; and, at half past onenpe@ad he hunters
broke for tall timber and spent the evening in an unsuccessful seajzamé We are all
delighted with this side of the mountain. The air is softer, the climate, thiédeegetation of

a deeper, brighter green. Distance 3 miles.

Friday; 24th. 3Course north-west. Sprinkle of rain, last night. Air, this morning, pleasa
Traveled five miles down the valley. Crossed some ldy hills, and again entered the
forest, and descended a hill to Goose Lake. Encamped on & bvhioh pours its waters
into the lake. The Oregon Trail leaves this at the south end of the lake. Distaries.18 m

Saurday, 25". 3Morning cool and autumnal.Piercing east wind made it necessary to put on
overcoats. Rose at dawn, and traveled down the valley, alorsgthEtha mountain from
which flows many pretty rivulets of the purest crystal. These étlastill take a southerly
course, and we suppose them to be head springs of the Sacratehélower end of the
valley, we crossed over some low, rocky hills. Nooned oarth@ba stream. Then crossed
over some low hills and descended into a narrow valley witblaiito which the rivulets
empty. This evening, we had some rough road. Timber rather. sEagzmped in a bottom
where there was good water. Distance 21 miles.
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We are now 1773 miles from St. Jo. and 2116 from Springdielthe western side of the
Great Sierra Nevada.

Sunday, 2@&h. 3This is the 22d Sabbath we have been from home. On the morrow, at 2 p. m.
we will have been five months from home. Nor do we knowdnavethave yet to travel. We
are wending our way south, and trust we shall arrive during the coming week iwevehe
hear something about gold. The distance has been greater than weds\gppsseuently,

it has taken longer to perform the journey; but, we are told, we shalltgetiggingiearly
enough as it has been very sickly at the mines during the present\&elsave met, on this
route, some men with teams, in the employ of government, who have kirdlyug
considerable informatiod.Some of them knew Hamilton Campbell /*/ and said he was down
among the mines and had not yet left for home. These men comineadbaving come
this route, and were pushing on to bring the Oregon troops this way. Thisaged us

They thought there was no doubt of our succeeding in our enterpvisewibuld manage
properly and save what we got. Mr. Weber and myself have repdiredhade to enjoy the
quiet and write our letters; but | have been attacked witler@ $@ad-ache which prevents
my saying more.

/¥ Hamilton Campbell is brothdan-law to Mr. Biddle, and long a resident of Oregon.

Monday, 27th. 2Morning quite cold. Rose before day-brégdt our breakfast and were on
the line of march by sun-rise. | was still afflicted with adobadwhich became so violent
that | was obliged to ride in the wagon, and that did not afferdunh relief, for the road
was very rough. Crossed some points of hills, continuing our wathdmtneam. Distance
21 miles.

Tuesdyg 28th. 3Very foggy mornintvere unable to get anything like a satisfactory view of
surrounding things. Our little brook is enlarging and now yields us sonshfiredbks were

up by half past three, and we had an early start. Went ovevegnstony road. Saw several
well constructed fish-dams, which put the men in a great way about fishingdiartsehlave

dug a number of deep pits near their watering places to entraprtbe grossed the river
eight times today. My head is better, but the excessive painrofydsés made me quite
stupid. Distance 15 miles.

Wednesdg, 29th. 3Ice in the vessels, this morning. Something different this from the climate
of lllinois. The high altitude at which we have traveled bhde ihnecessary for us to wear
overcoats, at night, during summer, and sleep under blankets. A dog thatgheftom
Naples, lllinois, was shot, last night, by the guard, in mistake for aTelfaccident
occasioned a general regret, for he was a good dog and we had hauled hiuteal grear
wagons, to get him through to guard the camp. Our road during theciorgas rough. Half
past ten, we came to the much-desired Oregoritbadnain trail leading from the head of
the Willamette Valley to the Lower Valley of the Sacrameyoned two miles beyond, and
caught a fine mess of fish. During the afternoon, we had a smabthEoaamped at the
head of what Fremont calls the Round Valley. From this point, wa higve of Mt. Shasta
and the tallest of the Sisters, both covered with snow. Mt. Shdé@0igeet high and is the
highest peak on the Pacific coast. The Sisters are also higleri@edtheir names from
standing near each other and, in a line, one above the other. The atmosphetedséih fil
smoke that we can see but little that surrounds us. Distance 15 miles.
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Mount Shasta, California

Thursdg, 30th 3This morning, fire felt comfortable. All well. Traveled down #ikew
following the bend of the river. This valley seems to be verydadilenly wanting rain to
develop its richness. Nooned 16 miles from our last encampmentanthe lower end of
the valley, in view of a steep acclivity, descending which wedbseregackers who proved
to be, as we had suspected, citizens of Oregon direct frodighmgsuThey gave us a great
deal of information about the gold, the price of provisions, etc., anddshsweme large
lumps of gold. They assured us we could make $30 per day, but gavedesstand that we
were further from the Gold Region than we had supposed. Moshoktteav Campbef
said he had been down in the mines, but was taken sick and had gone hotee diyowa
the time they were starting for home. They said it was twelve rtilesext water, so we
concluded to wait until tomorrow. Distance 16 miles.

Friday, 314. 3Round Valley is seventeen miles long from north to southevnofithe road
ahead being rocky, all the men of our company we could spare, witfframe other
companies which had encamped with us, went ahead to clear some ottlstonwes from
the road. The road led from the river across a greaf hibs At 4 p. m. we came to a stream
of refreshing watéthe first we had since morning. Went about a mile farther anchpada
where there was an abundance of good grass and water. Abogors3s were encamped
here for the night.

Today, a species of the oak has made its appearance ampimg ttier the first time. We
seem now to be fairly among the mountains, where it is moreheaolgny place we have yet
seen. Distance only 10 miles. Biddle

William Charles Ludlum on Way to California
Journal Thursday, August 23, 18494

5 William S:. Ludlum lived at thg corner of Mavrket and Sixth stregts, three blocks from 5
—St <o, 'Zeed T —"fT1Z23t - fZT e f ™Mc—S A& L f"—eie ‘e’fera —Si
route.

174 Journal Thursday, August 23, 1849, 2.
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59. Elijah Cook Matheny Letter From Sacramento, California
August 25, 1849

From California

We have three letters from our young friend, Mr. Cac
Matheny, from which we make the following extracts:

Fork Sacramento, August 25, 1849

We are at last among the California Gold Diggings. We st
the first diggings yesterdde are welfl mean Reuben
McDaniel and myself. We had a great time with our wag
We continued breaking thefand when tired of that broki
down the mules. On arriving at Goose Creek we broke ug
company and divided the mules. Reuben McDaniel and m
got two of the best, and with James Gormley padkating
the rest of the company with the wag®wwe have heard
nothing from them since. We found [Nicholas H.] Shephe
the daguerreotypist, here. We have plenty of eating ho
Last night we got a common supper for $2. Asdagard is
$6.

60. Elijah Cook Matheny Letter From Springfield, California
September 2, 1849
Journal Monday, November 26, 184%°

Springfield, Californid® Sept. 2, 1849

When our company packed, we had to throw away a part of our cltdifmad the animals
with provisions. We thus passed over 650 miles of the worst andamgsrous part of the
road. After our arrival at the diggings we moved around sameeek8was at half dozen
placegand worked awhile myself at one or ¥w@ade nothing myself and found no one
making any thingithen started for Sacramento city, got there night before flaghd Capt.
Roberts there and his cousin speculating in mules. Bill, his brother, vadrkiisgtrade
(carpentering) Wm. Todd is here and doing well, | saw Nurse yestezdags well, and
doing welPHe and Easton and Dan Cook are 25 miles from Sacramento @ipfaate they
call Springfield, and by his invitation | am here.

| finish this letter at Sacramento city. | hear that McDan@U@hnson got through to things
two weeks after us. They had to pack on St. Maxer. They left Joe Condell and Cook
with a little wagon they had fitted up on the road. We haveeaad from them yéwe fear
for them. Several companies have started from this place t@stisiance. Dick Oglesby is
up in the mines and doing well; he has a store and digs gold. | engamyed in business
with Wm. Todd, that | think will pay well.

| would never think of making this country my horiMoney can be made here yet. All a
man wants here is energy, perseverance and economy. Yet ldviasddth who are doing
well at home to stay there; and especially do not come acrossritrg. Washer after washer
of the dirt did we clean out, and found but small particles of gold.oRt&i&elling goods at

175 Journal,Monday, November 26, 1849, p. 2.

176 Springfield received its name from the abundaringgrgushing from limestone boulders. The town \igtstores,
shops, and hotel built around a plaza once bo&s@8® inhabitants. It is believed to have beemdi®a by Dona
Josefa Valmesada, a Mexican woman of means withefingation of aiding Americans in the war with Ntax
'XULQJ WKH WRZQYV KH\GD\ H VAHHH BQTWIH W-BeERBy>HmXIpiingfigld R O G
springs for washing.http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/Detail/432
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Benicia; Mr. Eaton is sending goods up to the mines. Capt. Robertsrasidl in mules
and horses. Maltby and his wife are keeping a boarding house.

E. Cook Matheny.

61. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Camp
on the Sacramento at Lassens, California
September 12, 1849’

Camp on the Sacramento
At Lassens, California Sept. 12, 1849

My Dear Wife:

At length | have the inexpressible gratification of addressing you frdomghigished for
county, from the promised land from the El Dorado of our hopé& arrived here on
Monday at 2 p.m. after endng almost incredible hardship. We are all well we got all of our
wagons in and all of our mules except one which was bitten by a sndkedaonl the
Humboldt River. Lassens is situated on the Sacramento River swenlt | suppose is
the head of the lower valley, you will perhaps be surprised tagsfcoming into the country
at this point | will tell you how it came to pass about seveety above the sink of the
??7??River we came up with a man by the name of McGhee who said lakingddo a road
or old trail which led off to the Northwest and which he said was a betteamd a shorter
one. Many of our men tired with the monotonous scenery of the bldtriRiver and tired
of the bad water and bad grass eagerly caught at the sizamiles father we found the road.
It being Saturday evening we lay over until Monday morning then the compagy gjgoid
taking the new road. | [refused] it because | did not like to tryiegoes which might prove
disastrous. We started on Monday morning and traveled 1 day and night-fivefimiles
with out grass or water over a plain of burning?? sand but the sand was fortodately go

We reached the Black Rock Boiling Spring at 3 p.m. on Tuesday. The spailing hot,
one hundred fifty feet in diameter. It nourishes a patch ofwghédds we found green and
good, but this nor the three other hot springs in the next five milésrmigh a sufficient
guantity of grass for many teams if they should come this road. Next mertiangeiled on
to the last of the hot springs where we found very good grass wtiithionteke along with
us as our next drive was across a dandy salt plain of twentiefweithout grass or water.
We started on Thursday morning at 2 a.m. and reached the entranghd®étk Canon at
5 p.m. after a day of fatigue and toil for men and mules where we fodrgtagmand water.
That night the Indians shot a mule and horse in fifty yards of our. gliaegt belonged to a
pack train camped near us. Our road lay next over a gradeaheiled with volcanic stone
making very hard travelling. We had to let our wagons dowropéth a very steep hill two
hundred feet high into a canon or as it is pronounced canion, whiclde agoarrow valley
in the mountains of the foot hills of the Sierra Nevada.

We travelled two days up this beautiful pass at times the pass nobndreirlgan 30 yards
wide and others reaching 200 with perpendicular walls of geaciténg several hundred feet
high. Many times on both sides at once our road still continued pretty guept, some
rough stones, bearing North and West all the time mostly north

On Wednesday the 22of August we reached the main chasm of the Nevada Mountains and
ascended for an hour when we encamped near a brook of good mateseme fine pine
trees being the first we have camped under trees since weviefhityeof the Missouri River.
Next morning we doubled teams and by thbok we had all of our wagons on the top of the

177 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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Sierra Nevada but it was accomplished by immense labor @naenules we drove down
into a nice little valley and encamped for the day. Our camprasirsded by mountains
covered with majestic pine trees. Next day we struck ??? LRitelake when the road
turned south road good grass on the lake very good. Next day strRikePitthich is the
East branch of the Sacramento. Not knowing the name of it | lfedi it®yramid Creek
from a number of stoney formations standing in a cluster and reggpymids in shape.
We traveled down this several days the road frequently diverginth&aiver to avai
cannons and ??7? in the river. On Thursddy/A@y. at noon, we met a train of packers from
California for Oregon who had been down in the mines digging gold. They showed us lots of
the yellow stuff they told us we were 180 miles yet from Lassensa®uow became as
bad as a road could be and be passable for wagons. By esterEremons map you will
find Round Valley. Then strike a Southwest course to the méudeay Creek on the
Sacramento and you will see our road lay through the mountainsotkemain some of the
road was pretty good all of it except the last fifty miles laglhan immense pine forest of
the most magnificent trees | ever beheld some of them measuiéeg iBircumference and
200 feet high and 80 feet without a limb and perfectly straightasttierty miles has been
one of constant toil and hardship. The road running downobrtbe spines ? of the
mountains. We capsized one of [the] wagons and smashed the top in, broke a number of the
wheels of the others but which we temporarily repaired and was {fg@etdaveling 30 miles
never finding water in less than % mile of the road andlthia alay down some steep and
rugged mountain side. We found but very little grass for our mules.

About fifty miles from this place we met an expedition of the govergaiegtout to explore

a railroad route for the Humboldt River. An expedition some 80stieng at an expense of
18 or 20,000 dollars per month. They giving all their men fi80 $ $1,000 per month
truly no man knows the wastefulness of our government. We areyimgnhlere repairing
our wagons two of which will start tomorrow for Sacramento Cityfasipns. Three men
will go down with them the balance of us will start tomorrow fongantcecity for provisions.
Three men will go down with them the balance of us will start at theisanior the upper
diggings 60 miles North of us (there is a man now here who has beeg indHe mines and
who showed us a plate full of gold, all larger pieces he says w&e&75@0 per man per
day) Dear if so I will soon have as much as we will want then ahh@ydaand its sweet
enjoyments. | fear it will be some six weeks before | shdildbeoahear from you and we
have no post office in less than two hundred miles of us but we are guakg tn effort to
get one in our immediate vicinity though | may be more forturateta balance as | directed
Cook Matheny who had with R. McDaniel left Eli Cook and was goinghtmopgck mules

to write to the post mission at San Francisco to forward terg ket Sacramento City if he
attends to it | will receive my letters by the return of our wagthnee weeks. | expect to
go down myself when the wagons return. | think the prospects are as gamdeatiérihan
when | left home. | feel almost confident of making a folituttee coming year and if so hey
day for a merry time we will have and that brings me to anothetfideaexpectations were
well formed you should about this time be giving me another pledge of that if so | need
tell you cheer up and be of good heart for | know you will be sgauthbeautiful children
around you and the thought that while you are reading this your husband is accumulating gold
enough to make you and them comfortable and independent for life aradrélaaly that is
when you receive this one third of the time will have already expired for whitlydedad
them. Have no fear of our suffering for provisions as aceoumtbilow show that there is
more in San Francisco than they can possibly consume @uttieydén the next twelve months
and more arriving every day. As for personal security wesared by those have spent some
time in the mines that a mamore safe there than he would be in St. Louis. The miners have
established a code of laws for their own protection which have been found amply sufficient. |
must now bid you farewell again my love. | shall endeakeep you regularly informed of
our success there will be a mail once a week from the ?? &atdk®e You must direct your
letters to Sacramento city California. Tell Hetty to deséimee with directions to the post
master to keep them till called for.
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Tell my noble boy Weldon, my first born to be a good boy and fathéaring him a pony
when he comes back, and lots of pretty things for the baby. TelltBathiée to me and tell
me the news in general about business and tell Walter and Jolia &dser Take good care
of your health.Send me a dozen kisses in your next letter. | must now brilaitenyto a
close. | should like to give you a description of the natitieis abuntry but | must defer it
to some future time. Suffice to say Frensodéscription is correct about their wardrobe a
bunch of grass serves the females for a fig leaf, the ??@w#r22¥slight a covering. Farewell
my adorable, lovely beautiful affectionate wife. Believe metmaorever your affectionate
husband.

B. A. Watson

Benjamin Robert Biddle on Way to California
Journal, Wednesday, September 5, 1849.

Mrs. B. R. Biddle;residence on 7th street
south. Mr. Biddle is now on his way to
California--belonging to the Springfield,
lllinois, Mutual Insurance Company. The last
accounts we have had of this company they
were on the point of leaving Fort Laramie We

suppose that they are now near their place of
their destination.

62. Benjamin Robert Biddle{ Yournal
September 1-17, 1849

Saturday, September 1st 3Rose before daylight. Started as the sun was rising, and began to
ascend a mountain, some of our force having gone beforertaveégaobstructions. Some
fine, scattering cedars were observed on the surrounding hill-dicesphfere very smoky.
Nooned in a narrow bottom, which afforded us but a scanty supply of gpassrfales. We
next crossed a steep hill; and after passing a spring our road enterest of large pines
mixed with spruce, cedar and fir. This was a kind of timber | hademtbeustomed to see,
and seeing it in its loftiest pride of growth excited my woh@&me of these trees measure
six and eight feet in diameter. The bark being covered with a longrmgeeywgave to it a
very beautiful appearance. Just at dusk, we encamped in a sma|lvaititdrt little grass
and no water, and went to bed supperless and weary. Distance 20 miles.

Sunday, 2d. 3Today, for the first time since we left home, we have begpetled to travel on
the Sabbath. We started early in search of grass and water. dloagelsome exceedingly
bad road in descending the mountain where we had passed the niglet.mife§we came
to a large bottom, where there was an abundance of good grass aruddoweder. Cheered
and animated by this good luck, we encamped for the day.

We are now 1870 miles from St. Jo. and 2213 from Sprindfield.

This Sabbath finds us in a place that | cannot better designate thandyéhaf the Camp
among the Mountains. We are surrounded by mountains that seery tudekcape. We
have been struggling, for days, past, to escape from their rockygidammits without
success, and now we are in the midst of them. Since we crossexlaiéeS8ada, the road
is more rocky, and our wagons have been more endangered amttigaria all our previous
progress. Our way has been impeded, and seemed to incresseadinued to advance.
We have yet to travel eight or ten days before we arrive atldreesgs. Yet we do not feel

178 Journal Wednesday, September 5, 1849, p. 2.
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we have anything to regret in having selected this route; everyebmegtweonfirms the
wisdom of our choice.

Monday, 3d 2All reported well. This morning was the coldest since we left hemdedly.
Thermometer stood at 22 at sunrise. Over-coats all on, andake were crowded away
from the fire by the men standing around. Started early. Road rétmglbsphere smoky.
Traveled thirteen miles before we came to water. Noonéke borders of a small lake, on
whose banks flourished a new species of pine. This afternoon, weehadoaugh road, but
were obliged to travel fifteen miles and, to our disappointroand fittle grass and no water.
After a scant supper, we retired, intending to rise early and go in qgestsoand water.
These long drives over bad roads with scant allowance for egt; opérates very hard upon
them, but they are capable of great endurance. Distance 28 miles.

Tuesdgy, 4th. 3Rose, breakfasted and were on our way before sun-rise. nhildéienve came
to an excellent spring gushing from the hill-side, which forms, of itsgl§iderable stream
below, fretting itself into a fury and then rushing with a loud noise along itsechcKyhere
being some grass here we concluded to stop for dinner. During theaafteve passed
through the finest forest of pine, cedar and fir | ever beleldany of the trees are one
hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty feet in height. We descended a lond téhan
to a fine, large, grassy bottom well watered. This is six milewtigre we nooned, and,
finding everything favorable, we encamped at 3 p. m. Distance 12 miles.

Wednesdg, 5th. 3Fine morning. Caught a great number of small fish, last evening, which
made us a capital breakfast. Followed the road down the bottom aathlibaeshadow of
the hills, upon whose sides grew lofty trees from among whose rocgs spany cooling
springs. Came suddenly upon a precipice, down which we were obligeat tutomagons
with ropes. This introduced us to another valley; and, after fordneglawe came to the
head of Feather Rivera beautiful stream of the purest, clearest water | ever bawiver
is fed by large springs, and where we crossed, it was fifty yards widdeapdrsat it came
near running into our wagon beds. We crossed the bottom, anddabthe foot of a ridge.
During the afternoon, we scaled the ridge. Seven miles broughd tributary of Feather
River, up which we traveled two miles and encamped in a srtaih lodtfine grass. The
scenery here is picturesque and beautiful indeed. Thergvild #oveliness in the view,
environed as we are by snowy peaks, that | never saw excE&sued. appeared to be
abundant. Our hunters went out; but it was too near nightfall for them siacbessful.
Distance, today, 18 miles.

Thursdy, 6th. 3Had an early start. Doran killed a deer, which was a treat, for we allavanted
taste of fresh meat. Grisly bears are numerous about here famtlaltlesire to have a chance
at one, but they are too shy for that. Their footprints are, howewy, glteng the road. We
traveled up this branch until we arrived at a point that dividedttrs,veaad immediately we
were traveling down a stream that flowed directly the othereadggtihe tribute of its waters

to Deer creek. Our road next led us round the point of armigimtain, changing our course
from nearly north to due west. Road rocky. In about eight milesymesto where a stream
flowed in from the north-east, which we learned to be Deer crariqddy its junction with

the one down which we had come, a fine, large bottom, furnishing an abundandeasnutr
grass. Here we nooned, and found a large company of troops enéaripgdn exploring
expedition commanded by Capt. Warner, sent out to the Sierra Nievéidd a practicable
route from the Sacramento to some pass in the Nevada Rahngg.had, for pilot, Peter
Lawson, who claims to have brought the first wagons through this reaterdtrather of a
wild speculation to talk of railroad through this part of the world; duintay do it. Uncle
Sam can accomplish muchThe officers we found to be gentlemen, and they gave us much
useful information. They had also shown their liberality and synipétiyishing provisions

to many that were in distress. An expedition fitted out by the governmewtotitarrobject,
would have redounded more to her honor and credit, than all otpkrieg expeditions.
Here | sold my little pony for $100, and you would say thabkevell sold; but the little fellow
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had grown and got fat, notwithstanding he had had some man on his backagllohie v
From this point, we came over a very hilly and rocky road. At onremmampment we cut
grass for our mules for one daéyas we had been told by Mr. Lawson that we were now
entering upon the most difficult and scarcest part of our routeeddleed a spring, but found
very little grass. Encamped. Distance 18 miles.

Friday, 7th. 3We rose early, and had our breakfast over by the time it was light. a@tiniso
morning was any thing but good, very hilly and much rock; about fiveorailg®ing, but no
grass. Here we filled our cask, and then proceeded on. Tier thontinues to be very large.
Today we discovered a very fine kind of raspberry, which grew boshes? The fruit was
just ripe, and we ate abundanfly.Our road lead us to the verge of a very d&epyonp 3
the deepest and wildest we have .séaiVe nooned in the timber. The cones of the pine
were very large, some measuring from 15 to 18 inches in length. In the afterno@bede trav
on this ridge, which narrowed in places to near the width of gonwacléthe breaks in the
ridge made steep hills to pull up and descéBetween seven and eight miles from our place
of nooning, we left the large timber and came to a barren ridgeutwdtfew trees to interrupt
the desolate appearance of every thing around. This is strictly, in the lahtheageuntry,

a thrown up country and presents nothing but sterility and wild#e&is haunt for the grisly
bear and mountain goat. We had not got more than a mile into gios teefore we upset
one of our wagons, which prevented us from reaching the placesigaed for our
encampment, calleDeep Hollow.uWe encamped in the brush until morning. Giving our
mules the last of the grass we cut on Deer Creek, tying themigihialand without water;
we now felt that our troubles had come. Our road increased in r@sghDar wagons were
dry and we had no water to put on them. Our mules were, of neggssiing weaker from
the scantiness of their allowance. The men were wearied, bigegl do hold on to the
wagons with ropes to keep them from upsetting and jolting to pléiesf all others is the
place to try men. But, le-morrow tell its tale. Night when we encamped. Distanc#ed m

Saturday, 8th. 2Foggy morning. Rose early, and, before we breakfasted, the upset wagon was
righted, and we started for the deep hollow where we expecied weafer for our thirsty
mules. In a mile and a half, we got to the top of the hill. dEseent was very steep, but we
reached the bottom in safety; and had to take our mules more th@nfarrnvater. Here

there was no grass. Breakfasted and hitched up, having to put fifteen mulesrtacapuig

it out of this bottom?® The ascent occupied nearly three hours, and was the hardest pull we
have had anywhere since we left home. We all arrived at the topafe mile further, we
found a bunch of dry grass, with which we fed the mules. From thatenbrese miles over

a road that exceeds any description that can be given of a rouhetefdre | must leave it

to your imagination. We succeeded in getting over it without anyamdsnage and
encamped on the ridge, with no more room than is sufficient for our viagdasd upon?

We found water, a mile to the left, in a deep gorge. Tloe islgreat for the mules to get at

it, or the men to bring it to camp. The grass market is decidedlyiraeldéo the demand.

With all our toil and perplexity we only succeeded in making five miles today.

Sunday, 9th. 3Pleasant morning this; and, if we could have been where we would helvathad
was necessary for us, we could have enjoyed the day even amidst tlum desolad. But

our mules were too much in want of grass for us to stay nawtnasn needed rest. It would
have been our choice to have remained, but necessity corpathegb on the doubtful quest
of a better place. Such was the difficulty of obtaining water esiceompment, that we did
without our coffee at breakfast. Reluctantly, we startad @ray, and had not proceeded far
until one of the wheels of No. 1 wagon showed signs of giving away and wepmadddiz

it. Here we came to another body of troops under command of Cely Caéhey had stopped
here to leave their wagons, intending to pack through. Notrfathiisg another wheel of No.

1 had to be repaired before going any fuldtie rest of the train being all in advance, except
Mr. Walter s wagon, which had also broken down. The team was taken to camp,lésree mi
ahead, and the wagon left in my charge. Mr. Weber camedrgclmely to my relief with
some water. After this, Mr. Broadwell came with more veatdremained with the wagéns
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Mr. Weber, and myself, going to the camp for supper; after whicetuveed to B. with
something to eat, and remained with him all night.

The encampment is in a hollow, within one mile of grass and water. This has been, with us, a
day of troubles. On to-morrow, we hope to get through and makescape from these
everlasting hills and rocks. Distance 9 miles. We are nowni@gfrom St. J62313 m.

from Springfield.

Arrive at Redding, Shasta County, California

Monday, Sept 10. At 8 A. M. after some repairs of our wagons, we preceedward.
Weather warm. At 10 1-2 we entered the great and beautdylofathe Sacramento. We
stopped a moment and unfurled the Star Spangled Banner from wagan Mo.12 we
nooned at Deer Creek, where there was plenty of grass. Afternoeadadand at 3 p. m.
halted within a mile of Mr. Lawsarsettlement. This is the first settlement we have seen in
California. He is a Germa&speaks English wélnd is rapidly accumulating a fortune here.
His stock are worth $60,000.

We have some gentlemen from the mines in our camp. Thek speauragingly of the
prospects for obtaining gold. We are now sixty miles from the mines.

Wm. B. Ide lives 25 miles from here. He is well known as assfot miner and is said to be
worth $100,000. Today we saw Indians. Mercury 61 at st9fiaenoor#70 at sun set.

Tuesdyg, 11th. 3Left camp at 8 o clock, and moved to the mouth of Deer Crebleautiful
streanta mile below the residence of Mr. Lawson. We find excellEhgwipes here. The
country around is thickly timbered with heavy oaks of low growth. We exchaogednule

for a fat beef, on which we dintadter which the company which was formed on the Nebraska,
by unanimous vote was dissol¥be& object for remaining together no longer existing;
previous to which a vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. J.JohnaBok\for the able and
impartial manner in which he had discharged the duties of Supermtdndeg the journey.

Our company subsequently decided to locate at Redlditiggins, near the Sacramento; and
that two wagons be dispatched for Sacrament8uBier the direction of Messrs. Biddle,
Smith and Sattley.

The Indians here are friendiyash our clothes, bring us grapes, and execute oth&andbs
are delighted with the old clothes we give them for their services.

Redding, Shasta County, California

Redding, officially the City of Redding, is the countyo§&tasta County, California, in the
northern part of the state. It lies along the Sacramento R risles north of Sacramento
and 120 miles south of the Oregon border. Interstate 5 bisectgithecity, from the south

to north before it approaches Shasta Lake, which is located 1%ortilesiorth. The 2010
population was 89,86Redding is the largest city in the Shasta Cascade region, t it is
fourth-largest city in the Sacramento Valley, behind Sacraik®yove, and Rosevillg.

Thursda morning,4 o elock, Sept. 13th. 3 Messtrs. Biddle and his company leave this morning
for Sacramento City, to purchase provisions.

179 By 1849 Pierson B. Reading had made gold discaveniethe Trinity and near the later town of Shastners
ZHUH SRXULQJ QRUWK SDVWLVVGHEWW ISUKAFHWREDEBQ WU RRWWKW N USBBRBGXFWYV 7K
contain a clue of the location where Ide did sornkei® mining, because he was consulted regardiedgrRéading
diggings.

180 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redding,_California
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A few general remarks will now close this journal.

After traveling between five and six months, and passing over twdénigdweo and eighty
nine miles, according to the time kept by our own company, which undeed miles
shorter than some other companies make it, we reached this poineat pedith and fine
spirits; having every reason to believe that our anticipations on leaving8psittigsie fully
realised. No one of our company has been dangerously illlsadeg home, except
Benjamin Taylor, who was soon restored to health and strength. The onlie Ibase
sustained on the route is one mule, and that, we suppose, died from the bite of a &ttle-snak
The kind treatment we have received from emigrants all alongatthe prove that our
company have acquired the respect and esteem of all that knew us; and weirigbbtero
train has been more successful in getting through than ours. We wouodll ifej@ were
certain that all would get through as safely as ourselves.

BIDDLE S CALIFORNIA JOURNAL.
[Received by the last arrival from San Francisco.]

Monday, September 10th, 1849. 3If you have read the date corresponding with this, which |
enclosed in another envelope, you will remember you left wsibigPour wagon broke and
almost without water and grass; and myself, Messrs. Weber and Bradtivwbee broken
wagon, three miles from camp. In the morning, we had some asdisteepair the wagon,
and, a little after breakfast, we were in camp and all hang$éaeadtart. The train was soon
on its winding way. We commenced the ascent of a steepdyitifi@r traveling four miles
along a rocky road, we came into the Valley of the Sacranfmdgoy felt by all, | cannot
describe.

After we got fairly into the Valley, we formed a line, ltbiatelittle flag and gave three cheers
for the victory we had achieved. It was evident we had goeced without scars and broken
bones. The men, with their long beards and dirty and ragged appearartbaveelicited
the sympathy of our friends could they have taken a look at us. \Beteasd! togethémen,
mules and wagons.

We regretted the smoky state of the atmosphere which obstructed afrthiesurrounding
scenery. After traveling four miles over a stony road, we came wréxéwhich is here a
fine, clear and beautiful stream. Crossed over, and twdald@sencamped, at the distance
of half a mile from Lawsamhouse. This is our first glimpse of civilization sincefiweole
Hall. Distance 9 miles.

Tuesdg, 11th. 3This morning, at an early hour, we hitched up our teams and rwoveailes
lower down the creek, to where the grass was better. Here wedrésatay, a few days, to
get some fresh meat, do up washing, &c. We negotiated fdrkey lgpdng a broken down
mule in exchange. At this place, we were amused by the manner in which theadndiains
the cattle they desired to butcher. They would start after themrsmitdack, and, in a few
minutes, bring them in, with a lasso wound around their horns and hind lkbgs.condition,

they would throw them and drag them in alive. The horses are welll @aid draw by the
horn of the saddle. The sport of lassoing is very exciting. ‘& &ibeef and had a feast;
after which a meeting was held and the union, which had, until then, subsisted among the
different companies, was declared to be dissolved. A votaks thas tendered Mr. J. B.
Watson for the impartial manner in which he had discharged the duties of Superintendent.

A meeting of our company was then called to determine which was our Estacpursue
3when it was resolved that we should start two wagons down to SacramentprOitigjdos,
forthwith, while the other wagons would pursue their course, up then8atr [River], to
what is known afkeddings Digginspand a committee was appointed to make out a report of
what we wanted. At night, the report was handed in and accepted, andIviegdsrSattly
and myself, were commissioned to accompany the wagons. It wasedterarshould start
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on Thursday morningAccordingly, we set about making preparatfohaas glad to be one
of the men chosen to go to the City, as | hoped it would be the meamsbbhg me, the
sooner, to get letters from home. The distance to the City ai&ato, which is at Sutter
Fort, is estimated at 130 miles. The point to which the other wag@gusray is 65 m. distant.

Wednesdgy, 12th. 3This morning it was announced that all who desired to write hedtaes
must have them ready during the day. After breakfast, all retired, straf the day was spent
in writing letters. Our wagons were put in trim, the teams selected, &c.

Eastmars company started up to the mines, today. They were not regayltbelow, at this
time. A great many Indians have visited us, and some have been emgloyed teashing
which they do badly. Around this rancho, there are some of the maadetegndians we
have seen since we left St. Jo. They are perfectly nakedf shame, and lazy and filthy
although they are large, muscular men and every way adapted igeforemployment. All
these ranchos have a hundred or more Indians attached who leasl $gpsla as the most
abject slave.

The buildings of this country are composed of sun-dried brick and d@avitneboards, and
are kept by men who have no families, who are principally engagjethg horses and cattle
the prices of which have raised considerably since the discovery of gold.

Thursdg, 13th 3We had the luxury of a cloudy morning. Looking around camp, at an early
hour, it was discovered that two of our men were missing. Thapswuhded, during the
night, taking with them all their valuables. Their names are OdenheimémcatdUhler.
They were sent out by Mr. Thomas Campbell, with Mr Weber as agent. Thesomay
back, but we think not. When the thing is fully ascertained, | will say more about it.

At 8 a. m., the wagons were ready to 3artve bade farewell, and were soon on the ¥oad.
Traveled eight miles and nooned. In the afternoon, we followedttioetcrossed the dry
beds of several creelame to Pottes creek, upon the bank of which Mr. Potter and his
family reside. The interior of the house presented a much bptiearance than any we had
seen, for a long time. Near this dwelling is an Indian village, @&tlancho-ree, comprising
a population of one hundred. | saw here some very fine hagamped one mile from the
house, under an ample oak, where there was an abundance of go8digtsse 21 miles.

Feather River

Friday, 14th. 3Still cloudy. Started a little after sunrise. Passed througih & Bparse,
scattering timber. In five miles, we came to a brook, whezenaay vines filled with rich
clusters of grapes. Five miles further, we crossed Buttefastmam forty feet wide, and
rushing on its course with arrowy swiftness. Down this, we traveleiesrvanoh came to
Neals rancho, where were five main buildings, in the midst of a thick §tovdeal has a
fine looking family, and a great many Indians about him. We then emergdatdromber,
and passed along a fertile prairie. Nooned ten miles frohsNed@hen traversed an
undulating prairie with soil of a reddish cast; and next entered a foraesingxt®o miles to
Feather River, and encamped beneath the branches of a large oakiréédware not very
tall, but many of them spread out so as to cover a surfaceeofiran a hundred feet, some
of the branches reaching to the ground. Grass good. HEeeafdhe water aided us in making
a good nighs rest. Distance 30 miles.

Saturday, 13h. 2 Remains cloudy. Our road led us down the river six miles, when we came to
two rancho-rees. The tenements consisted of holes dug in the gnoucalvered with dirt,

in the same manner as our vegetable houses. The door is so smalktbanh @ obliged to

get on his knees to enter; and a hole in the clay roof permgmthe to escape in winter.
They had in store cribs of acorns for their sustenance in wintrst of these Indians were
naked. Two miles from this, we came to the crossing of the rhieh i& hereabout three

15¢



Letters From California and Oregon 498

hundred yards wide? Two miles down the river, we came to Rothexrnchéa rather poor
thing, attached to which is a ranchoree. Five miles beyond, we came ®iawsd. Here
there is a bend in the river, and the road leaves it, rite gistance, making towards Juba
River, [pronounced Uba.] Passed two miles through timber, then eightwenilpsadrie, with,
here and there a tree and no grass. This brought us to tha jub#ty stream, one hundred
yards wide. Crossed over and encamped, where we found excellentVitassview is a
rancho of good appearance, where provisions are kept for sale. DiStamilges 2

Sunday, 16th. We lay over here, today, and our mules are faring well. Theswisturbed
our rest, last night, by their barking and prowling about the camp. This matmrengwe
came to look, we found no meat for breakfaste wolves had walked off with it, bag and all.
3 We breakfasted on coffee and crackers, and devoted most of thendiingo

| am now fairly in the Valley of the Sacramento, and boundhfoai®ento Cit§though not
with my wash-bowl on my knee.

We are now 2067 miles from St. Jo., and 2410 m. from Springfield.

Monday, 17th. 3Cool morning. Traveled down the bottom until we came to FeRther,
which seems to have increased in size since we3éiftiér traveling sixteen miles, we came
to Bear River, which might, more properly, be called a branch, it Indyrgjofeet wide at the
ford. 3 The banks are, however, very steep and it may contaatadgal of water in the
spring-time. Four miles further, we came to Nislhahcho. Mr. N. is putting up a very good
two story house. Here we struck an extensive prairie; over whichtvicuwmiles to a pool

of water. Two miles beyond this, we came to water. aiféén left the main road and
encamped, about three-quarters of a mile to the right, near a pdahcBjtoday, 26 miles.

The grass being far from good, we started early and proceededhecmagie, finding no
grass until we reached the timber bordering along the American Forkhavevhitived at 2
p. m. This being but three miles from the City, and the pasture gooaheleded to encamp
and stay here while we went in to make purchases. Very many are encampagaround

63. Benjamin R. Biddle§ California Journal, Concluded.

Wednesdgy, 19th. 3After breakfast, Mr. Smith and myself started, for the City, on Toat.
miles from camp, we came to the American Fork, pulled our bfcasadwaded it. It is a
limpid, pretty stream, one hundred yards wide at this point, which isséoweits confluence
with the Sacramento, and but a little distance above where thesdositie place is now
done.

Sacramento, California

In the Sacramento bottom, we came to the City. It is perfectlgmepresents a singular
appearance. There are but few frame houses put up as yet, exdght freeies brought
from Yankee Land. Many are, however, in the coursepif canstruction. Large business
establishments, selling their thousands monthly, are built of a few podtsesgtannd and
covered, sides and roof, with common muslin. These white tent-hoattesedamong
green, over-hanging trees, make up a scene beautiful and romantic. There are abiye toler
good houses, but none over a story and a half high. Lumber is scarce and commands a heavy
price. Mills in the neighboring pineries are much needée Sacramento, at this point, is
broad and deep, the tide running several miles above. Frigates, Ischadnigarques are
lying here. Property is very high. Everything is selling at the toprafrke¢. We learned

the prices of some articles; and, to give you a general idea of the state, dfndffamention
thems3 Bread 50c. per loaf, pickled pork 25c. per Ib., fresh beepd6éb., bacon hams 60c.,
sides 45 to 50c., cheese 60 to 65c., butter $1 per Ib. whday sbédkeg; flour $16 per bbl.,
pork $40 per bbl., molasses 75c. per gal., sugar 16c. pea IBl, te 1,50 per Ib., black tea
ditto, crackers 20c. per Ib., two-gallon tin pans $3,50p®deacanteens $2, picks $4 to 6,
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shovels $ 2,50, small crow-bars $4, hay $45 to $60 peMtdes are worth from $100 to
2003accordingly as they are fat or poor; oxen are selling from $60 pzr yoke; wagons are
in little demand, as the emigrants ate selling off a great amount of their safijrearomes
to $10 per day. A common laboring man commands $10 pénaaghanics something more,
but how much | did not learn. Boarding can be had for $3 or 4 per day.

The companies have nearly all dissolved and sold whatever theyasvaoadmon stock
Those big companies from the East, with large capital, which brought everifitimenwi
have had the most to sell; but the prices have made the traimpataheir articles a
handsome business. Experience demonstrates that large companiesmtpwell iagether.
Very many, when they arrive here, do not feel disposed to go imm#®eand dig, but there
are so many ways of making money out of those who do go, that mamyptae e remain
here. In preference to working in the mines, some resort to keegping bouses, others
open coffee houses, gambling hells, livery stables, &c., &c.

Today, | saw Wm. Todd, the Docterson, who has been here some time. He looks well and
tells me he has enjoyed good health; and, from what | see and hegraf has done well.

He tells me that James F. Reed is living and doing wells kether is in Monterey, working

at his trade. Cook Matheny and Reuben McDaniel are here, and aregaged at anything
now, but have a prospect of business in a few days. Capt. B. R.} ifBidtke and making
money by buying and selling mules. Young Swizler is with him. Mra@d®avid Eaton

are here. They have been trading and have done well. Mr. E. [aton] ingf@adkvening
with us at the camp. Mr. Nourse is here, engaged in buying and sefimé&. Bradford is

fifty miles below this, in company with Mr. Semple. Henry Spatsstaded down to the
Bay, today. | sent my Journal up to the 10th instanter, by him, toled.rhénd no letters
here for myself or any of our company, and have requested [pbts®ood] to have our
letters forwarded to this point. Not receiving any intelligemeeHome, after so long an
absence, was, you may be sure, a severe disappointment. | feel encouraged, andhl think, wi
ordinary luck, we will have something to send home, in the springnifié® are averaging,

to every digger, an ounce a 8aijich is $16.

The prices of the articles | have given you, are those of the Citye aodilsled in the mines.
Bacon, flour, coffee and sugar are often $1 per Ib. tobacs® $er Ib., and boots, shoes and
implements to work with, are put at an extravagant rate. Drivinig gaod business. | asked
some teamsters what they would charge to haul goods to where we aréhigbirig),two
hundred miles, and learned they would not go for less than fiftss gmlahundred miles.
Wages are regulated by what a man can make in the mines. Timés here emphatically
money, than any other place | ever saw.

| bought a newspaper, today, for 25c., in the hope that it mighihcamtze news from the
States. For five long months, we are entirely ignoraveofthing which has transpired at
home.
William Enyert Party Arrival in California
September 19, 1849

Wm. Enyert, who was in company with Robert [S.] Lightfoot and Jatesran, arrived
together with another company from this cit§Grant Addison, Spergin, Wm. Shields, John
Smith and Giles Taylor. They arrived in California on the 19th of Septenib&obert S.
Lightfoot, born on March 13, 1825 in Kentucky, came to SangamantyCwith his parents,
went to California soon after the discovery of gold and died there

181 power,p. 293.
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64. Elijah Cook Matheny Letter From Sacramento River
September 23, 1849
Journal, Wednesday, November 28, 184%

Sept. 23, 1849

| am at this time on Sacramento river, in a schooner, goimgtdewiver. Of the country, |
see but littlethe shores of the river being lined completely with willows and grapgd times
weather during the day is hot; in the night cold. We are meeting crafts boundsioregs
city. Among them is the barque Harriet, just from round Cape Horn, with 100 emigtants,
sanguine of success. O, bitterly, will they be disappointed: Caigoroianow the place to
make money that it once was; but many will still make moneyhdramow?and glad of #

but would surely not advise any of my friends to come out. d wexgr think of making this
country my home.

Money can be made here yet. All a man wants here is energyenaecseand economy.
Yet | would advise all who are doing well at home to stay thdrespecially do not come
across the country. Twenty millions would be no inducememtefoo take that route again.
No sirree! | will live here ten years before | will go that route again.

When | first came to the country, | took a claim and labdaétifully, but met with poor

encouragement. Washer after washer of the dirt did we clean doyrehdut small particles
of gold. At length, one afternoon, when | had been toiling, and swedtidigging among
the rocks, till | was almost dead. | again filled up my pan, paunea the machine, saw it
washed outand, as usual, it was a failure. | then threw away my pick, cursingioeé|-f
that had brought me to the countand sayindaway with mining) am for leaving this country
CERTAIN! uSo, we went down and settled our bills, sold our machine and todier sent

mules, and went off to Sacramento, expecting to go from thesa feréhcisco, and from
there to the States. We reached Sacramento and there safsienaisy my mind underwent
a change, and | am now perfectly well, and satisfied to stay in the country twoyeather

There is a great deal of sickness in this coddittyrhea and chills and fever. [John S.]
Bradford is selling goods at Benicia; Mr. [R. S.] Eaton is sending goods upiteteCapt.
Roberts is still trading in mules and horses. [Charles] Maltby and hisewigeping a
boarding house. Dry goods here are cheap. | have seen dhatt$Sqler dozen; woolen
pants at from $137 1-2 to $4 per pair, etc

E. Cook Matheny

65. David LoganLetter From Oregon
September 1849
Journal, February 21, 1850

A letter from David Logan, Esq., dated in Oregon last Septemies,thtt he arrived in good
health, made his claim, had secured a fair ferry which was yielding mds@ntereturn,
that he was pleased with the country, and that he his prospects were getats kteanother
letter for particulars, which has not been received.

182 Journal Wednesday, November 28, 1849, p. 3.
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66. John B. Weber Journal
Journal Friday, January 25, 1858

Mr. Weber § Journal
(Concluded)

September 19, 1849- October 1, 1849

Wednesdgy, 19" 2 2Those of us who left the wagons at Cottonwood creek, got to the mines this
morning, and had an opportunity to see how gold is taken from the medrthgaa little
ourselves. In a few hours, Mr. Fuller succeeded in getting out atsmut didtars worth, to
which others of us had added some little when our wagons came up, aldedeoce
interesting employment to conduct them over the hills to the place ofcanngment, which

is at Camp Hill Springs. This point is at the head of wagath @ad the miners, generally,

who work formiles around have located here. We have a fine spring to earsaid are
encircled with a forest of pine and oak. Temperat@®un-rise 64; noon 98; sun-set 79.

Thursdy, 19" 3To-day, most of our men were engaged arranging things in camp, whilst othe
were operating in the mines. About noon, Mr. Fuller dug out a lurgplaf mixed with
gravel, weighing two pounds and a quarter, supposed to be wattthede hundred dollars.

In addition to this he got about fifteen dollars worth. Otloersdf but little. Temperature
sun-rise 68; noon 98; sun-set 82.

Friday, 20". 30ur men were outprospecting that is, looking forundiscovered mineg.
Some few discoveries were made; but time alone can tell wheyhelltipeove valuable.
Temp3sun-rise 70; noon 99; sun-set 80.

Saturday, 21st3This day has been spent in making preparations for the future; some few only
hunting for gold, and those were nearly unsuccessful. SBemmypise 72; noon 98; sun-set 84.

Sunday, 221 3We are now spending our 26abbath at Camp Hill Sprintyghere we expect
to remain during the approaching winter. Our encampment is samenifies from the
Sacramento; forty-five miles above the residence of MtiafjwB.] Ide; one hundred and
eighty-four miles above Sacramento city, and thirty miles easiitgfrivier. Temp@sun-rise
56; noon 98; sun-set 73.

Monday 24th3At a meeting of the company, held this mornings, several members were
appointed to go to Clear creek to work on a bar containing gotwbrding to instructions,

they left camp to-day. B.[enjamin] A. Watson was appointedus, lalso, with members of
other companies, t@rospecton the other side of the Sacramento. The®.aBilson and
myself were designated to leave camp on the morrow, for thes@doprospectingialong

the Trinity. Temp*sunrise 56; noon 98, sunset 73.

Tuesdg, 25th 3Mr. Dorand (in lieu of Mr. Bilson) and myself left at 8lack a.m. for the
Trinity river. After traveling six miles we crossed Cleer cnebkamtinued up it ten miles;
during which we forded it five times. We next arrived at a rdgidtitam, which we followed
up four miles,3and encamped where there was good pasture for the mules. Tilege m
below this point, we found several salt springs. Distance 20 miles.

W ednesdg, 26th 3Before sunrise, D. [Dorand] and myself took up the line of mamhtoe

hills, crossed a mountain and reached the Trinity about 11 a.ra.wedéalted for two hours,
and cut grass from the wagezdge, with our pocketknives, to feed our mules. When rested,
we proceeded a little north of west, leaving the river toghtr fiin the afternoon, we had a
glimpse of the water, but lost sight of it again as we advancdg: dilks.t At 8 p.m., we
encamped on the bank of the Trinity. Tefgunrise 50; noon 96; sunset 65

183 Journal Friday, January 25, 1850, 3.
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Thursda, Sept 27th. 3This morning we left camp before sun-rise, and continued our journey
over the hills. After traveling four miles we reachednitengoment of Messrs. Simons and
Parks, who informed us that the road further down the river was exgebdahghnd very
kindly offered to take care of our mules until our return. Their offeth@akfully accepted,
and we continued our journey over the hills and down the river, wigrausions on our
backs. At __p.m. we reached the bar named after Mr. Barrowsrgémicounty, lllinois,
who it is said worked upon it very successfully. This is two milestbel&enyon. After
noticing the manner in which the miners operate in this quarter, ankdaafitey made some
examinations ourselves, we left, and continued our journey homeward. At 9 p.rohedk rea
the encampment of Messrs. Simons and Parks, where we encarntpecight. Today we
traveled 28 miles. Temperature at sun-rise 48; at noon 98; and at sunset 65.

Friday, Sept. 28. 3Left camp at sun-rise, and proceeded homeward. We fourid dificulty
in getting our mules over the mountains, only 5 or 6 miles. We rethehfedt at sun-down
and encamped. Temperata sun-rise 40, at noon 95, and at sun-set 72.

Saturday, Sept. 29". 3Left camp before sun-rise, and continued our journey homeward. At 12
m halted, where we found grass, after which we resumed o@yjoand at 6 p.m. reached
camp and found Merrs. [Rchard] Hodge, Broadwell, Reeves, Rodharepdp[Thomas S.]
Billson and Cabanis, upon their backssome with intermitting fever, and some with chills
and fever; but none of them dangerously ill. To-day we tt@fehailes. The whole distance
from our camp to Barrow bar, is 58 miles, and the whole route is made up of a sutoéssio
hills, 3 many of which are almost insurmountable. The country is thinly deviéhenferior
pines, here and there an oak. The Trinity is a very rapid std€amm,60 feet, with a rough
bed, and empties its waters into the bay of Trinidad. Temperature atsbi-as noon 94

and at sun-set 85.

Sunday, Sept. 30th. 3James Gormlelyas been confined by sickness in our camp ever since we
have been here. This morning Mr. [James] Dorand was added to distséid is suffering

with fever. This is our 27th Sabbath since we have been onroeyjcand the time of the
healthy is now well occupied in taking care of the sick. Tempeaatsun-rise 67, at noon
101, and at sun-set 88.

Monday, Odt. 1st3This morning, B.[enjamin] A. Watson, Dean, and Whitehost are added to

the sick list;3leaving but four well members, who are constantly employed img@oid

taking care of the sick. The most of our sick are using DreHsllmedicines, and will

certainly be about in a few days. Temperature at sunrise 58; at noon 98 and at sunset 85
(to be continued)

67. Letter From Isaac Constant From Oregon Territory
October 1, 1849
Journal, Springfield, February 26, 1858*

FROM OREGON:-The following is an extract of a letter from Mr. Isaags@mt, of
Wolf Creek, in this county [Sangamon], who left this place last spribigeémm, as well for
his health aso see what he could seéated

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Oct. 1, 1849.

We arrived in the valley of Willamette on the 10th of Septemberekland in fine spirits. |
am in better health than | have been for the four last yearshoyhevho came with me have

184 Journal, Springfield, February 26, 1850, p. 2.
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gone to the gold mines. | shall stay here this winter, and shall go home imghi¢ Ispan
get company, and if not | shall wait till next winter and go round by water.

We have had a pleasant trip of the kind. We made the trguimfonths. We left [John B.]
Watson on the west side of the Black Hills. His company thougihawveded too fast for
them. They will get in about twenty days after us.

| have been at HusssyBurders, Brd s and Yocuns. They are all well and doing well. |

have not seen much of the country yet, but | am pleased with what | have seen. It is a healthy
country. The people look fresh and healthy. A man can makagHere with half the labor

he can in the States.

Provisions in the city and through the country are high. Baconast®s Ib., beef from 8 to
12 per Ib., butter and cheese 50 cents per Ib., potatoes Baghed, onions $4 per bushel,
wheat $2 per bushel, flour from 6 to 8 cents per Ib. Wagesrargt & proportion. Common
laborers are getting from $4 to $6 a day, carpenters from$42 telerks from 1 to 2,000
dollars a year and board.

The people of Oregon have nearly all been to the mines. Theyrfzaleefrom one to ten
thousand dollars each. A man can make from 16 to $50 a dayriméee but it is very sickly.
| thought if | wanted to labor, | could do well enough hereanlget $16 a thousand for
shingles, and can make from 10 to 1200 a day.

Tell G. M. that | have seen that big timber. | have seen tr@dse&tthigh. | have seen one
acre of timber that | believe would fence 200 acres of land.

Wheat, oats, potatoes, onions and turnips are fine. They sow wheat from Sejotdontes
and harvest from July to October. This is not a corn cotthieynights are too cold. But
there is no necessity for corn here. The range is good the year round.

| have sold the wagon for one hundred dollars. The oxen Inmveold yet. | can get one
hundred dollars a yoke. | have been offered $150 dollars for my pony. . .

Isaac Constant.

68. Benjamin R. Biddle Journal
October-November 1849
San Francisco, California

City of SAN FRANCISCO , U. C., [Upper California]
October 29th, 1849.

In company with David Logdf,who stood in Irwirs store, | find myself in the Alcalsle
office, scribbling this letter, with the utmost possible expeditionmel dawn, yesterday
morning, in a sloop, for no other purpose than to get messages fropféromgself and the
other members of the company. We have been treated vityy Bdere has not been a malil
here, from the States, for four months. We have no intelligemodlfirmis, whatever, save
that contained in a letter to Augustus EastfffaThe mail steamer, with the back mails, is

185 See p78.

18 Thomas Eastman was born on December S, 1771 irstéindNew Hampshire. He was married in 1792 in Atgu
Main to Sarah CummingsThey had nine children born in Maine. Mr Eastman @&gstain of a cavalry company
in the war of 181 2 and was posted between the &wemand Penobscot rivers to carry dispatchesdatkorth
Maine being a district of Massachusetts. He reptesethat district in the Legislature of Massacligseur or
five times. When Maine became a State, he was dlecte of its Senators. He was also a Judge dEdoet of
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expected, daily; but it is impossible for me to wait, as two tdagus are now awaiting my
return to Sacramento City, to load on provisions to take taoittes. This, you will observe,
is my second trip. When | returned to the company, from 8egrio, in September, | found
that most of the men had been sis& it devolved upon me lo return, to the City, for two more
loads. When | arrived at Sacramento, finding neither letters noisgaamkbeen forwarded,

| judged it would be acting for the best interests of the compeoméoto this post-office
accordingly, | am here. Mr. [Richard] Hodge and B.[enjamin] F. Tasgawrith the wagons.

| find here David Logan, Mr. Grey, John Clifton and Mr. Hickard, | am told John
Dermody is in town.

This is a place full of novelty, where everything is doneargeadcale. Grey has made a
fortune. If | had had the capital to operate, during the lasdags, | could have made
thousands on pork and flour. Pork is worth $45, flour $24 per bblsuaada from 20 to 22c,
per |b.? There is great scarcity of boots and shoes. Flour, pork, molasses ketd hBlanin
demand. | am of opinion that every article will be run up to the highest figiore the
people of the mines will be entirely supplied. We have erioulghus, during the winter and
spring; and, if winter does not come too hard upon us, there is no dahgem to us. But
we will be shut out from any news from home until spring.

Fortunes are being made here fast, by the lucky ones. A city is being bud few months.
There are people here from almost every chrnat the most curious are the Chinese. There
are a great many Chileans mixed in with this floating population. Theas&reetsvded with
people and there is a great show of business. The harbor is crothidbd wessels of every
nation, with their national colors flying from the masthead. Fronirtiuienjacent hills, the
view of the shipping, lying at rest in the harbor, is surpassingly beautiful.

| see but few ladiéand those, | think, had better remained at home.

There is but one church in the cignd that Baptist. Other denominations preach, but they
do it in tents.

Weber, Taylor and myself, are the only persons who have escapedkeingair company.
We have not done much yet but hope we may during the winter. | tlén&reamnot
discouraged. The gold is in the streams disfaind we mean to get it out. If | find it is going
to be sickly in the mines, during next summer, | shall go to Or@grcome down again in
the fall, so as to operate a few months before starting for hamest $ay, in short, that |
hope and believe our expedition will not prove unsuccessful.

Odenheimer and [Jacob] Uhler did not come back.
B. R. Biddle

N. B. 3Sold a lump of gold, today, for the company, for $300.idhee twenty-seven ounces
but contained some rock. It was bought as a specimen. Mr. Fuller found it.

B. R. B.

Sessions in Waldo county where he livedrs Sarah Eastman died on September 3, 1827 andahBastman
was married in ©ober 1828 in Boston, Massachusetts to Susan Fgithin a native of that cityThey had one
child in Maine and moved to Auburn, lllinois in B30f his children only six came to Sangamon Cpuamely
David, bornon October20, 1794 and was marriechdanuary 1, 1817 in Maine to Salinda Wood, a native o
Winthrop in the same Stat& hey had four children and came to Auburn, Sangecoainty, lllinois in 1836 or

7. Of their children Augusthorn in Maine went from Sangamoro@nty to California and died there.
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69. John B. Weber Journal
Journal Saturday, January 26, 1850.

Mr. Weber § Journal
(Concluded)

October 2, 1849-October 8, 1849

Tuesdg, October 2 %he sick are better; but no work is done out of camp, in comsszjaé
our sickness. This evening, we received information from MéBsgiamin RobeftBiddle,
[William P.] Smith and [Albert] Sattle being within ten miles, with oulsfmasj and Smith
and Sattley being sick with chills and fever. Temperatsinrise 69; noon 97; sunset 84.

Wednesday, 3rd. 2Last night, the weather grew stormy and cold. This morning, our patients
are convalescing. Immediately after breakfast, Messel/aisBn and Ben[jamin F.] Taylor

left camp to meet Biddle company, and Fuller and myself remained, in camp, to wait upon
the sick. The weather has been pleasantly cool during the whobg dgy.m., Mr. Eli Cook
arrived here and took supper with us. He is well and in fints Skt five, Messers. Biddle,
[William P.] Smith and [Albert] Sattley came into céripeir mules being in as good a
condition as when they left Springfield. Temp. sunrise 56; noon 74; sunset 71.

Thursda, 4th. 22The sick are still improving; but no work been out of camp. At,rido
Fuller was added to the sick list, being taken with chills and fever. fldeligather. Temp
sunrise 58; noon 75; sunset 63.

Friday, 5th. 23nvalids slowly improving. [Lewis] Johnson, [John] Rodham and [Richard]
Hodge are now helping to do the work in camp. Weather fine.pTé&Asunrise 58; noon
78; sunset 65.

Saurday, 6th. [William B.] Broadwell, Bilson and [B. D.] Reeves are able to assistn
consequence of sickness, on Monday last, our regular monttingneas postponed until
this afternoor 2at which time the meeting was organized, and officers elected tnsierve
the first Monday in November, as follows: Jno. B. Watson, Presidenty] B. Weber,
Secretary, Lewis Johnson, Treas, and E. Fuller sup.

After the election, it was unanimously resolved that Messrs. Biddle, JRiebdge and
[Benjamin F.] Taylor be sent to the city for two more loads ofsppoy Temp. sunrise 58;
noon 75; sunset%

Sunday, 7th. 22Sattley and Smith are sufficiently recovered to make pretty guizdatahe
table. Today is very pleasant. Terdpsunrise 58; noon 76; sunset 63.

It is now the mid-hour of night. All, but myself, have retired. Loneliness and darkenaés
around me. Biddle expects to leave, on the morrow, for Sacramento city; tbetefiaust
finish my letter tonight2 Though, in doing so,fh compelled to pass over many interesting
details it woulde afforded me pleasure to communicate.

We have received no information from Springfield, save what wamedrntaa letter to
Augustus Eastmdhnwritten by his brother George. This letter was seen, at tharofiae
Francisco, by Henry Spotswoado paid the postage, brought it to Sacramento and gave it to
Mr. Biddle. In this way, by near accident, Augustus obtained his kettangements have
been made to get our letters and papers from San Francisco; andipageritir. B will bring

any quantity of them on his return.

187 Journal, Saturday, January 26, 1850, 2.
188 See footnote number 186.
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Many reports, we learn, are in circulation in the states, of sicknesseximysaritl death on
the plains. Doubtless, much that has been published, throughout the Uniae; sutr
nothing of a disastrous character happened to us. Our position iimetisas such that we
were happily ignorant of the distress in the rear. We succeegdetting through as easily
perhaps, more pleasantly than any other company. Since weebavim the mines, the
weather has been excessively hot; and our men, like all otherseraggeto learn something
of mining, overexerted themselves, and, in this way, were made siakwiHet indeed, it
seemed impossible that any one could avoid the malady rapidly spreading barel;ebut
the weather is moderating; and the sick, generally, are recovedmg few have died. Of
our company, none were dangerously ill; but all were dowpt éxBe Watson, B. R. Biddle,
Ben[jamin F.] Taylor and myself. | never enjoyed better hdwlthIthave since leaving
Springfield. The medicines which Dr. Holbert gave me are albyseur siclkkand they are
being restored to health. What shall we do in future? Tell the adtbDtw answer this
guestion. Our men would pay any reasonable price for theapd dnd pills, if they could
get them.

We are here in the mines, and see no reason to feel discaudymagh fortunes are not so
easily acquired as anticipated by some, yet | am positive that men whdkwedin make, at

least, from eight to sixteen dollars per day. My brothep PMEber] averages some twenty
dollars a day, during the time he worked. Heretofore, when wedt of us were
‘prospecting,s0 as to acquire such information as would enable us to takéagudization

for the winter. Natithstanding the difficulties under which we have labored, we have dug two
hundred and sixty-six dollars worth of gold, not including the lump found by Fuller, supposed
to be worth three hundred doll&making in the aggregate five hundred and sixty-six dollars.
In eighteen days, three of our men with two teams brought 40 gretvisions from the City,

for which we paid three and four hundred dolarkilst here they are worth three and four
thousand. Therefore, if we should be disposed to sell, when oupathiesions arrive, we
might dispose of six thousand dollars of provision, twenty two hundeed dalith of mules,

two hundred dollars worth of wagons and five hundred dollars wottteppropertyymaking

in total, eight thousand-nine hundred dollars, or nearly three smasch as we paid into the
treasury at Springfield.

Many are discouraged here, and thousands are preparing to rewn as practicable. Still,
| am confident, we shall be successful, and time will only provenielva® engaged in the
enterprise.

Our location is 184 miles from the nearest post office, whideniit difficult to send or
receive letters; and, for all we know, when the rainy seases oonthe rivers may be too
high to cros&so we shall be cut off from communication with the regular mails.

We are getting on a very full supply of provisions, and the people aiarel pursuing the
same courséso we shall be prepared for any emergency. Califormadsd with everything
to make the emigrant comfortable, and can be obtained for lag ptithe towns along the
navigable rivers; but the high prices paid for hauling enhances theimvadmsely at the
mines.

Monday, Oct. 8. 3This morning is very pleasant. B.[enjamin] A. Watson, Thos. Whiehur
and E. Fuller are now upon the well list. Messrs. [Ethan T.] Cahddfis.&.] Dean are the
only members now sick; but they are improving, and | think will be widlwrdays. Thomas
Yocum is here from Oregon. He is working in the mines, and is térgbly well. He
appears to be much pleased with Oregon.
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70. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Wife
From Camp Upper Springs Reddings Diggings, California
October 7, 1849

Camp at Upper Springs Reddings Diggings California
October 7, 849

Dear Beloved Wife:

At length my dearest wife my pen is compelled to inform you of othegabdrand cheering
news. The last letter | wrote to you from Lassens informed ynu eéfe arrival there and
of our having determined on locating in these mines. Well twa efagons and three men
went from that point down to Sacramento City for supplies the bafansestarted for this
place full of golden expectations from the representations that hatdmeto us. We put
the loads of four wagons on the two we kept with us we also Kepiebemules and we had
the hardest kind of a time in reaching ??? with our loads we broke d@gomand had to
stop and repair it. We finally got here in a weeks travel aat&dbon the side of a high
mountain some 3 miles from the diggings there being no plaee. né& found the diggings
anything else but ??? good they having been worked a great deal by Oregon men last summer
and the best spots all dug out and | expect it is so all over all tsémthreecountry as we see
people every day from the lower diggings who say that. We spest thedi in fixing up,
looking round us, digging a little, some finding considerable gold theniesang so hot it
was impossible to work much. Now for the bad news my dear. htadawweek | was
appointed to join a party who were going to cross the rivexxptate the country for new
mines. We started 18 men strong but two backed out fromffisalians it being understood
that they were very numerous and hostile. We however went on and cahatrafttef logs
and crossed the river in safety and spent three days in examining the\tteusayv but very
few Indians and they were timid as hares but we saw where nuntthens lofed who have
just fled from their habitations at our approach. | discovereltlangne which may be of
value to us but cdrtell till we work it. | got back to camp on Thursday night and found
Johnson, [ThomaS] Bilson, [Richard] Hodge, [William B.] Broadwell, [Ethan Tganis,
[John] Rodham and ??? down sick with Sacramento Fever as it jadafid of intermittent
fever or chill and fever which is very debilitating and which theyesgipody has to have.
Next day | was taken down myself. Next after that some of thehodrad been prospecting
over in Clear Creek came home and one of them [Thomas Jt¢kvinst was sick. Next after
that Weber and ??? who had been ??7? to the Trinity River on tlfie Bige of the mountains
??? and ??7? was sick on the Wednesday following. ??? was takkstdbwasday found us
sick ???. Made things look very dull | assure you but thank kindéowil believe all are
getting over it and | think we will be able to go to work in the course of ten days. give
yourself any uneasiness about me my dearest love | am muclhbetiewas three or four
days since and have no doubt | shall soon be entirely well. As tduheseve were going to
make so fast in this country, we are not near so sanguine as we were arubfdabis ploes
not brighten you may expect me home in June next. If | shall not come theayknaw |
am doing well, so this certainly is good news to you my loviestooulld not do well | will be
sooner with you and if | should do well it will be a consolation to you for myeabsenc

When our wagons return again from the city (they start dowrnrmaeve will have provisions
to last us until May next and dearest that will | fear be the only ¢tsmatehave of getting
any news from you as they say is almost impossible to travetdurtiiig in winter. But |
shall have chances of sending letters to you persons will be going down the alldydatsm
but can not come up it by looking on the map you will find Mount ??2i&amiles south
of that. | forgot to mention to you that Edenheimer and Jake WP&¥ethe night before we

189 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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left Lessens. You recollect that Weber paid the money fooiltéiir Nobody was sorry that
they went but Weber as they were no account in the world. We got se@rethepl ribune

of the 28th June from which | see the cholera is very bad in somef glaetsauntry. In St.
Louis particularly. [Augustus] Eastrifaaceived a letter from his brother dated 24 June and
you had not been affected by the epidemic ??? and | hope and believél yat to any
degree.

Dearest wife | hope you are well and happy. If God has ?1®% 2R3 time have anothe
sweet
71. Charles Maltby Letter From Sacramento City, California
October 12, 1849
Journal, Monday, December 24, 184¢!

John B. Weber$ Journal in California to be Published
Journal, Saturday, March 23, 185%?

Coming and Going
Journal, Monday, March 25, 18568%

190 See footnote number 186.

191 Journal,Monday, December 24, 1849, p. 2.
192 Journal, Saturday, March 23, 1850, p. 3.
193 Journal Monday, March 25, 1850, B.
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72. John B. Weber Journal

October 10-31, 1849
Journal Thursday, March 28, 1858!

Life in El Dorado
Continuation of the Journal of John B. Weber,
Received by the last California Mail.

Springhill Camp,
Dec. 23d, 1849

My last letter was written from this point, and contained my Journal up t6, Q84®

On the 9, the weather was cold and foddgsrs. [F. S.] Dean and [Ethan T.] Cabanis still on
the sick list3At 11 a.m. it commenced raining, and continued until 9 p.m. Temmridesu
58; noon 75, sunset 68.

Wednesdgy, Oct. 10" 3Weather cool and foggy. C.[abanis] and D.[ean] are gettieg bet
slowly, and the other men are all at work. To-day Mr. [Richardiydlteft for Sacramento
city, expecting to overtake Messrs. [Benjamin Robert] BiddIfBanjamin F.]Taylor at the
hearding post, which is about 16 miles south of our encampmentp.ft & commenced
raining and continued for several hours. During the whole @ag,donfined to the tent with
the sick head-ache-Temp. sunrise 52, noon 72, sunset 63.

Thursdg, 11" 3Clear and cool. Invalids improving; others all at work. Tempseub®,
noon 72, sunset 58.

Friday, 12" 3Pleasant and clear. C. and D. are helping do the work in delegsrs. Eaton
and [Eli] Cook arrived here this evening, intending to remain. Temjsesd&®; noon 71,
sunset 74.

Saurday, 13" 3Fine and clear. All well. E. and C., having examined the mines in this quarter,
abandoned the idea of remaining here, and left for the lnimes. T sunrise 58, noon 75,
sunset 68.

Sunday, 14" 3Weather clear and pleasant. We are spending cuSabbath at Camphill
Springs. The members are all well. This afternoon, abocio8k, Mr. H. Keelin and brother
arrived here and took supper with us. They were both well ane ispirits. T sunrise 66,
noon 78, sunset 74.

Monday, 15" 3Weather good. Messrs. J. B. Watsfn] Fuller, [Albert] Sattley, and myself
prospected for gold on Clear creek, about six miles from our pnuamh  With tolerable
success; the company were working in camp and at other points.isg.@2moon 83, sunset
78.

Tuesdg, 16" 2Fine weather. Today B. A. Watson, B. D. Reeves and J.[ohn] Rodhath joine
us on Clear Creek, the residue being employed at other places, exdeptathé and
Broadwell who were unwell. T. sunrise 53, noon 89, sunset 70,

194 Journal Thursday, March 28, 1850, p.
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Wednesdyy, 17" 3Weather clear and beautiful. To-day, [Thomas S.] Bilson and Durand
joined us on the creek. T. sunrise 52, noon 88, sunset 78.

Thursdy, 18" 3Weather beautiful. All hands employed as yesterday. T. sunrise 64, noon 91,
sunset 78.

Friday, 19" 3Beautiful weather. Bilson returned to camp unwell. T. sunrise &4 89¢ sunset
74.

Saurday, 20" 3Beautiful weather. T. sunrise 56, noon 90, sunset 78.

Sunday, 21st3Weather pleasant. We are now spending our 30th Sabbath phiC&prings.

2 [John] Rodham and Bilson are down with the chills and fever, thenwghdvers are all
well. James Gormley is still with us, and, at present, is vergilhfi$e 56, noon 88, sunset
78.

Monday, 22'Pleasant weather, the two Watsons, Dorand, Reeves, Broadwell, Fuller and myself
left camp for the Clear Creek mines. Gormley, Rodham, and Bilsal getting better. Our
earnings, on Clear Creek to-day amounted $69. T. sunrise 64, noon 86, sunset 75.

Tuesdg, October 23 3Weather clear and pleasant. Members employed as of yestehigy. T
evening T.[homas] J. Whitehurst joined us on Clear Creek. Oningaron Clear Creek to-
day $77. T. sun-rise 64, at noon 87, at sunset, 74.

Wednesda, October 24. 3 Weather clear and pleasant. Members employed as yesterday,
our earnings amounting to $116, on Clear Creek. Temperatunseus0, at noon 75, and
at sunset 69.

Thursda, October 25. 3Delightful weather. Members employed as yesterday; our earnings on
the creek being $104.00. Temperature at sunrise 50, at noon 73, and sun-sun set 61.

Friday, October 26. 3Weather very fine. This evening Mr. Smith joined us on Clear Cteek.
To-day Benjamin Armstrong and Russell Watts of Oregon, forme8grafamon county,
lllinois, together with J. D. Alvey, Wm. Fagg, Z. E. Elkifharles] C. Harvey, James
Constant, Joseph Sealy, Thomas Baker, Wm Baker, Isaac Bakeh $taffprd, James
McCleaso, and John Wells, all of whom came together from Of@itygnarrived in good
health, and apparently in good spirits. Our earnings to-day amounted to $80.

Saturday, October 27. 3Weather clear and pleasant. To-day at noon those of us on Clear
Creek left for our encampment at Camphill Springs, on reachingnipereafound Messers.
Rodham, Dean, and Bilson well, and Mr. Gormley improving rapidly. e@uings on the
creekto-day was $75. Temperature at sunrise 62, at noon 79, and at sun-set 70.

Monday, Oct. 29" 3Weather very fine. After breakfast Messeers. J. B. WaBgenjamin]

A. Watson, F. S. DeanA [lbert] Sattley, Wm. P. Smith, B. D. Reeves, Wm. Broadwell,
H. Dorland and myself left here this morning for the Clear Cdéggking, at a point 9 miles
from our encampmentAfter dinner we commenced work and continued until evening.
Prospects unfavorable. Our earnings amounting to but 15 or $#tperBture at sun-rise
64, at noon 82, and at sun set 70.

Tuesdg, Oct. 30" 3Weather cloudy and cold. At 2etock P. M. it commenced raining and
continued by showers until midnight. During the day the members onekepspected
several bars, all of which seemed rather poor. The amocmtelated was but litde
Members all well. Temperatures at sun-rise 62, at noon 80, and at sunset 68.
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Wednesday, Oct. 31st2Rained by showers until __A. M. Weather cold and chilly. After
EUHDNIDVW WKRVH RI XV RQ WKH &UHHN PRYHG GRZQ«

73. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento Valley, California
October 16, 18495

California October 161849
Dear wife & Children

After a long and tedious and | may say tiresome journey | landed iactlangnto Valley
about one month ago. You will of course ask why | did not write sooneplyini will say |
was sick and did not wish to write until | got better knowing it to loé thrgemost unpleasant
things to hear of those near and dear to us lying in strange land sicked hodievay in
good health but weak but gaining strength very fast. And expectyduck in the mines
tomorrow in reference to all the reports you have heard about gpfflahe generally true
but it is not every one that makes one or five hundred dollarsypériglaa kind of a lottery
two men may be working by side of each other one may make fivedhdotlars and the
other only five per day there is no danger however but what a man can makeaysrage
8 or 10 dollars per day from the best information | can get with all the chancestterdd b
am in the upper mines four hundred miles above San FranciscoSadtzmento River and
two hundred miles above Sacramento City. A new town laid oatllastthe Sacramento
River containing now a population of 6 or 8 thousand doing an immensebgsiods cheap
almost as in Springfield except provisions and [y] are nofl@laais worth 14 to 16 dollars
per barrel pork 30 to 40 pickled beef 14 to 15. Sugar ®derits per __ coffee same. There
is no doubt that it the greatest country make money in on theffdeeglobe. Wages for
common labor is 5 to 10 dollars per day washer women epcharge a dollar a piece for
washing a shirt. Boarding is a dollar a meal. However, most men cook folvéemse

| do and live very well on about one dollar per day. Perloapsill hear a good deal about
the sickness of the country that there is a great deal of sicknesimtly cannot be denied
intermitted fever is the prevailing disease but is easily curadwfilirtake medicine in time
and tale care of themselves but if men were to live indlsothey do here | believe they
would more sickly than the one here there are perhaps on tth# pbpulation here who
have no tents or shelter whatever but | lay down of a nightgrouhd a cover with a
blanket and get up in the morning chilled with cold and of course get sigkenae to the
trip of coming as we did by land I look upon it as one of the mdistftltings a man can be
guilty of as | did before | left home the hardships and exposummarense and completely
takes a man down while men can come the water trip in 40 oyS0ekh and healthy Our
company dissolved long before we got to the gold region andhivideck some packed on
mules all in fact but [Joe] Condell and myself over Calafotma&e hot heard from McDaniel
__Johnson since the landed here. [Elijah Cook] Matheny and Rueben 8dRoe in the
City of Sacramento Condell also went there. Gormley is here and has ben varglzick fo
four weeks but is now is getting better. The Webber company are Mwst of them have
been sick but are all getting well the most of the men from f&gbdirage well at present or
getting well very fast except [William] Shields who is very sickofdoat present. | shall
write again shortly do the best you can my love to you all Sehddiendo school as much
as possible when you write send to Sacramento City

Yours affectionately

Eli Cook

195 The Society of California PioneeSO57958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 5
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November 2, 1849 Rain Begins

Biddle, Weber and Co. had most of the roof on their building wherathe started on the
second day of November; and the rest of the building was all but finldheyg had also
started their log cabin across the street. The sidewalls were upraftérhevere in place; so
they stretched a tent canvas over the top, and had very comfiiviafleuarters for
temporary use. They had expected to finish it properly before winiey Iset the rain did
not stop long enough for them to accomplish anything until the winter was aémnost o

When the creeks and rivers continued to rise the miners all lgiagetap work; and soon the
town became crowded with the drenched, homeless men, seeking faitkeibedfor tie
winter. It was soon impossible for wagons and ox-teamsedhmaakip to Sacramento, and
return with merchandise. When the people realized how far theyfrasereéhe source of
supplieswith the possibility of being flood-bound in that canyon akn&many of them
became panic stricken and decided to leave while they could still gehorgetrack. They
offered to sell everything they had, which could not be carried théir horses, for whatever
anyone would pay.

R. J. Walsh, who had built the ferry at Green River, early in the suhadeanade money
rapidly, and then sold out at an exorbitant price. When he arrif®shding Springs he got
a lot next to Biddle, Weber and Co., where he also started a tradingupd having more
ready money than any one else in the village, he was able to bgydatijies of supplies
from the panic stricken miners, who wanted to get to Sacramento or San Francistioebefo
entire low-lands were flooded. He bought their flour for 20 aneér@S a pound, which had
cost (in freight alone from Sacramento) 50 cents a pound: and teatitveald for $2.50 a
pound at Reading Springs.

Biddle and Webes wagons of merchandise were the last to get through fromeseioram,

while they did not get as much from the unfortunate miners, theyellesepplied with goods
when the floods started to close in on them: and were ableecamakormous profit during
the long, wet winter. Considering that the settlement was new, andysarepared for living
through three months of continual rain, it was remarkable that these litthes real suffering.

Dr. Benjamin Shurtheff, a physician from Massachusetts (who had boughid¢hefcbe R.
J. Walsh claim next to Biddle, Weber & Co.) took care of the few whsiskernd needed
attention. James Mackley took up the claim north-west of BiddberWeCo., on which he
built the St. Charles Hotel; which, at that time, was the best hotelnb@nggen City and
Sacramento. February brought sunshine and a recession of thatiesthat had held them
prisoners for so long; and soon the little village was again a beehiveydfctivit

74. Benjamin R. Biddle$§ Letter to Maria: November 1849

In a letter written early in November, 1849, Benjamin R. Biddle satdliky were having
rain and that many people were leaving, for fear of a flood; but thatéaeof a flood was
ridiculous, as they were on high ground and the water drained off almost as fast aandfeiht
Mr. Reading (who had lived there several years) said that rains in Novemberasteernong
and that it would be six weeks before the real winter started.

19 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 9195.
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James T. Hardin Goes to California and Drowns There in Feather River

November 3, 1849
(1813-1849)

James T. Hardin, born in Adair County, Kentucky, came to Sangamon County, lllinois
with his parents. He was married on May 1, 1843, in lowa, to Mary A. Pitzer. Jame®went
California and was drowned by the upsetting of a skiff on Feather River on November 3, 1849.

75. William Enyert Letter From Sacramento City, California
to Springfield Relative
November 23, 1849

Journal, Tuesday, January 29, 1859.

Late from Californig2 2Mr. N. E. Bateman, of this
city, received a letter yesterday, dated Sacramen
City, Nov. 23d, from Wm. Enyert, who was in
company with Robert Lightfoot and James
Callerman, together with another company from this
city, 2 2Grant Addison, Spergin, Wm. Shields, John
Smith and Giles Taylor. They arrived in California
on the 19th of Septembérzhaving lost part of their
teams on the road. Mr. Wm. Shields, (of the firm of
McKechnie, Talbot & Shields,) and John Smith, died
soon after reaching the mines.

Journal Newspaper Comments on Benjamin Robert Biddle Journal

JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA. 3Much has been said of California, and the way tHither
much that were as well not said. Nevertheless, we have many int&stinigom emigrants

by ocean and larfdhe perusal of which may serve to keep us from growing dull during the
long winter eveningstories that will make more cheerful the cheeful fire-lighe g@nder

upon the romance of the actual. We have read what that rambiitey pf the Tribune,
Bayard Taylor, has chosen to tell us of the El Dorado in his Sketdfragelf and have gone
through with letters contradictory and innumerable; and, in all of themfpbad nothing as
interesting as Biddle's Jourtraw in course of publication in Journal. True, it is not, in style,
what the crabbed critic would pass muster as unexceptionable. Initpsacks lacks logical
arrangement, and the "inevitable best word" is not always at hand, yet, with all the blunders,
there is in it a vein of simple natural beauty and graphic,pgbatefascinates and then holds
you like a spell. Besides, it is the very thing we have been fooRangivid and truthful word-
painting of a route a few years ago untraveled, but along which the livingntideation, is
destined to flow onward to the Pacific Sea-board. We likenthute description of the scenery
and incidents of every day's progres. It affords, to the readeritebeaime satisfaction he
would have in contemplating Banvard's Panorama of the Mississippit,lit bhiags, to our
hearths, a whole world of the wild and adventurous, to amuse and ffistruct.

197 Journal Tuesday, January 29, 18502p.
198 Journal,December 11, 1849, p. 2.
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76. Phillip Weber Correspondent From San Francisco, California
November 26, 1849
Journal, Monday, March 25, 185&?

From our correspondent.

San Francisco, Alta California,
November 26, 1849.

Messers S. Francis & Co. Gentlen#én:last had this pleasure, on the' 80 May last, on
board the ship to Salem, when traveling blue ocean, to write yau, $eBrig Perry, fnm
Rio, which, I hope ere long this comes to hand. And now | purpose giviaditfletnews of
this country.lt s political news, | leave for tA&'eekly Pacific Newgwhich | will mail you
per steamer of the first proximo.

| was strolling through town, a weeks since, and picking my way through thvenudn
turning the corner, an hombre accosted me With t your name WileyROn turning, | saw
Franklin Hicthcox, much to my surprise. | walked back to his house, and found him keeping
the ‘Oahuppublic house. There | saw [Elijah] Cook Matheny and [Eli] CooKRadid]

Eaton, formerly of your town, and spent a very pleasant houhevrith They had returned

from the mines with, | suppose, sizable pilep From [Eli] Cook, | obtain the following
particulars:

There were, of Springfield boys, at the head of the SacraR&mig mining John B.
Watson,JJohn] R. Weber, [ThomasBillson, Benjamin [A.] Watson, the three Keelings,
Dean, Ben Reeves, William Broadwell, [E.] Fuller, [Richard] Hoffgthan T.] Cabanis,
T.[homas J.] Whitehurst, Smith and A[lbert] Sattley. Eli Cook.fotth] S. Bradford work
at Beneci®@” Robert [F.] Coflin was at the head of Feather River. CaptrtRelses at
Sacramento city trading and speculating, and making out well. Andersom Awldistaltby
and wife were keeping boarders and making money rapidly. R. S.[E&oiGook and S.
R. Norris are in this town enjoying themselves as gentlemen of2léldaveng made a high
enough pile to last the winter.Of all the Springfield [people] at the bkttt Sacramento,
mining, [Eli] Cook says they are not making very good wages for CaliRnoiiably they
average an ounce today. When he left, provisions were not s ligly have been, have
since risen. Flower was $.40 per pound, pork $.75, sugarf66,%50, tea $1 potatoes
$.50, onions $1.50 each, pickles per jar $9, fresh beef 70s @b, sa

Augustus Eastman and Bowlin with their party are on the north fork Afnécan River,
and had not been heard from since they had gone up. Cook Mathegonbagp, within the
past week, to Puebla, where are Saunders and his afffiiam] Strawbridge. This place
will probably be the seat of government during the winter, and will roabets suffer as
many others will, either from scarcity or high prices. They moustwinter there, as all
traveling has stopped. A mule sinks up to his belly and their stickshig/losvner either
shoots him in the head or leaves him a prey to the wolves. Theterayeof deer, elks and
antelopes all along the course of the rivers, and a few griez/ypbetheye not troublesome.

A great many of the immigrants arriving at Sacramento cityim@ektheir attention to cutting
wood and hay. The latter, a very poor article worse than yaitie Py, sells for $1 for 16
pounds; and wood, on the River, fore.. pounds per Zoitdcost nothing but the labor of
cutting. Hay is cut from the middle of July to the middle of Novem¥mau.can judge when
an animal can do feed only on this day. Send few feet aditda meal, but this being worth

199 Journal Monday, March 25, 1850, @.
200 Benicia is a waterside city in Solano County, @afifa, located in the North Bay region of the Saan€isco Bay
Area. It served as the state capital for nearigen months from 1853 to 1854.

17¢



Letters From California and Oregon 498

$16 a barrel, is not accessible to all. Barley, in haxhich they feed cattle, has been sold
here for $22 dollars per bag of 3 bushels.

The valleys are fertile and capable raising fine crops of whealdaoatsyiand all the various
garden vegetables. Cattle are fine. A Rancho, here wh&@ysware, contains 6000 head,
nearly all wild 2it being harder to get a shot at them then a deé#l round them yearly and
bring them to theKraut for the purpose of branding. Wild grapes are abundant on the banks
of the Sacramento. In town, they bring a dollar a bushely dte very fin€2much better

than Isabella though much smaller.

[Eli} Cook advises me never to go to the mines. He will neveaigoifage can make an
ounce. Else taken into consideratfhat is better. He knew @nombre,uwho had worked
ever since the mines were discovered, as hard as he could, and hailake lllinois
Farmer22Mr. McKey, he thinks his name 3&who had his horse stolen, was taken sick, and
had not any money enough to buy another animal to come down. sheoviia nothing, and
uses one phrase, was, the victimlidifLocke.uHe says that just as soon as he shall beoable t
take a deck passage to lllinois, he will be2otiaving had enough of this El Dorado. What
size 'Kyle phe will take home with him is extremely problematical.

Anyone who is in business in Springfield or elsewhere, making his |winett@anever come

to California; but those who work by the month, or at daily labor, aeachbdamilies, might
come, 2 2as undoubtedly they would make out better than at home. A man of family, willing
to bring his family here, can do well. Journeymen mechane&esdeantly had a meeting here

to raise the price of labor. They were getting $12 a day, butahid an ounc&2and for
working for merchandise, $20 a day. Their employers kick to this. Even at the fomser pric
they can make money, as they can board and lodge very comfort&iag, saving $50 a
week.

Provisions continue high eggs are now one Dollar each: Cheese, $1 to $1.25 per pound,
squashes a Rial per pound: meat, two rials per 1 pound, a smafldad, $1. Although
flour has fallen to $35 dollars per bushel, sperm candles ditansger pound, oil $4 a gallon;
butter crackers, 6 rials a poyumdater crackers four rials; Wood, $.40 a qran the wharf,
then to be carted up town, costs at least dollars more. Having wagshgdelbifor seven
months, upon arriving here | sent seven pieces to a washer womaringubhzay $3.50 (six
dollars a dozen) for them, | concluded hereafter to washyfeelf. So every now and then,
should you call on this quote on bread, send out of quotes youhsitgrtfind him at the
washtub. Water EDI oh p(picky you out of) a bucket, or three cents a gallon in small
guantities. Eating, drinking and sleeping costs money in California. Irefgittimy «, 2 2
nothing can be done for less than a dollar. A few days sawde a coil of rope line in our
yard; our neighbors scales being near and more convenient. likeuldthing better than

to roll coils of rope for the next year in California at that price.

November 25 | have not much news on hand to communicate sisitgthe previous page
2[Eli] Cook left yesterday morning for Pueblo. He is going to loddufiness. The distance
is 50 miles; stage fair $25.

A gun is just fire# 2and | suppose it is the steamers signal. Of thigdry glac® 2having
had no letters from home direct for eight morththe last team did not bring the Falcons
meals. A great outcry has been made here in regard to the maildgmaiiion meeting was
called just after the last deep steamers arrival. The consequences is tieahove hevate
mail pwhich will go and return by every steamer, delivering packagesibexsour largest
eastern cities. By this mail | shall hereafter soon.

Many miners have come down. The steaS@vatobrought down yesterday about 250, and
other boats are coming down. Many will winter in the Rivegtouse all they have by
gambling, and return to their work in the spring. A man stepping on boamlzosteaissed

177



Letters From California and Oregon 498

his footing, falling to the bay and was drowned. [Had] 50 poundd dtigbin his belt around
him. His body was found on Sunday.

The Mexicans and Spaniards are great gamblers. It will sted&ratdelonly one they
possess. It will win; then they were steak or two, and win again, aAé@/salbgee a pretty
lady or two sitting at the table in a crowded bar, betting cinqué pé&ten youre losing
with the utmost ?.

Truly yours, SRW

77. John B. Weber Journal
Decemberl4-17, 1849
Life in El Dorado

conclusion of Mr. John B. WeberJournal.

Friday, December 14 2 2he morning was cold and cloudyt efght a heavy rain commenced
falling and continued until 1 p.m. at which time it became diéam. all well, and in Camp
mending clothes. T. Sunrise 40; noon 42; sunset 36.

Sunday, 15" 29 ast night was freezing cold. This morning we have consideraalelitee
weather is dark and unknown work. Watson and Jason worked on these nd mada

$16.7%? 2Bill and myself worked close by and made but $5.56. The golthisifogreatest
abundance upon bars along the streams all of which are now covered with water dgnsequent
we are compelled to work upon the hillsides, alwge highwag sure high water, where rich
places are seldom found.

We expect to do well after the rainy season is dvadlay it began snowing about noon and
lasted during the day and night. Rodham is still attending to Reeves, whoivalesoent.
T sunrise 30; noon 39; Sunset 30.

Sundaythe 16" 2 2This morning the snow is 8 inches deep asdiill falling with great rapidity.
This is our 38 Sabbath in this place. We are comfortably sitnateddabin around a blazing
fire. Love Pino. At noon the snow measured 11 inches, and the dind trees were giving
away under its weight on every side. As we have observedrsiogtaof storms in former
times, the presumption is that this is an unusually heavy snowfall. Aboturtedé rain,
and rained all night, and the whole day maybe something down is the agpsedise one
we have had in California. Oh well. Temperature sunrise 38;3%@nd sunset 34.

Monday the 17" 22 At day break we found snowsisnowing rapidly, and by noon it was 14
inches deep at which time it turned to rain, \8hes raining at eight it recommenced and
continued during the night. Is it possible to work in the mines, baiwealyreat deal. Noon
40; Sunset

From Our California Correspondent.

Our correspondent, who last wrote us from Ft. Laramie, hasugwineCalifornia, and writes
us as below. He was too much in a hurry to date his lettan the statement given in the
letter, we judge that the lllinois Mutual Insurance Companyl Naill winter on the head
waters of the Trinity rivéa stream that enters the Pacific a little south of |&whafe gold
placers have recently been found in the coast range of mountains.

SASSONIS, Sacramento River, Cal.
At length | have the infinite satisfaction of addressing you from thidtpisifend of promise
3this El Dorado of our hopes. You may be somewhat surprised tesfimete. Some of our

boys anxious for adventure; others believing it would be to our advantagfeerandesirous
of emulating Fremont, in exploring unknown regions, determined to tale laading off to
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the north west, across the desert, to what they supposed to be the hed#ieotiker; but
which turned out to be the very head spring of the Sacramento. \Merdsoldt's river,
about sixty-five miles from the Sink, on the 13th of August, anddehishgoint on the 10th
of September, having traveled about 450 MREE; of which is the worst road, | think, that a
wagon ever passed over. We were probably fortunate, being ttieviiagfas on the route,
in taking this road, on account of there being so many teams ahead tieisther route;
but | would not advise any persons to take our route if they wistkeotistrivalley lower
down,3and grass and water are very scarce on both ends of thidtheutzhor ot bringing
wagons through being immerid®jt we succeeded in getting along with all of ours, and every
man perfectly well, ( except J. T. Watters, who has been cotafihisdwagon three months
with sore eyes,) and every mule we started with, but one, which died withlatsrak
"Humbug river 2so called, because we expected to find a great abundaneegodgsupon

it, but we could not find it any pla@@xcept in the books!

The first man we saw after our arrival here, supposing that we werdfariag condition,
pulled out of his pocket a buckskin bag, and emptied about a quart of gadth duglate,
saying he hoped it would do us good. | think it was about the richest diskdvevershed
up. That man is a philanthropist, and no mistake. It would haveydangood to see the
antics of the boys as they got sight of the "yellow stuff." Mduaxe thought they had been
taking laughing gas! About 40 miles from this point, we met Mr. Lags#mg pi government
team for a company who are exploring a route for a eadl @aoross the Nevadddr. L. is
getting $1000 a month for his services, and every man employed, somen@ter, including

a Colonel and Captain, from that amount down to $150. Thimaki our old Uncle pay
pretty dear for this crotchet of "Old Bullion." The next morning@ftearrival, we eat about
half a beef, (for which we paid $50, and it was the finestsbewgrWe had been a little short
of meat for the last weéa crow, hawk and owl, constituting our larder for the last three days.
The boys, as you may suppose, went into the beef with a rush, roasting, boilimgdfrying
souping it up in all sorts of ways, until they were thoroughly safisftatbrrow morning we
start two of our wagons for Sacramento City, distant 125 milassupply of provision3,
where are told we can buy flour for $16, pork $35 per bbl.; molass@<xfer per gallon; tea
at 75 cts. per Ib; sugar, 15 cts., and every thing else atipnape prices. There is an
abundance of provisions in the Bay to answer the demands of thg ouatyear. The
balance of us will start for "Redding's Diggings,” 60 miles north of this ph&ceoast range,
(we suppose this point to be on Ihe Trinity river,) where we expact® this winte?. There

is a perfectly good road all the way from Sacramento City to "Redding's," hasheyrael

| shall be able to give you more information in my next in regard nuriee and the miners.

I shall find more time now to keep you informed of our operatioissamething more about
the road by which we came to this county. As to the stories you hear abd@dotiteand
anarchy in the mines, we are assured by persons who hawsospetime in them, that life
and property are perfectly safe here; the miners having establistieadflaws for their ow
protection which has been found entirely efficient. | came neactigglo write, that we are
hearing fearful news from the emigrants on the lower routewl kut little about our town
people who were behind us. Eli Cook's Company separated on Goose Creek,dJdok]an
Condell are together on this route. [Reuben] McDaniel, Gormley ands|LiFhnson passed
ahead of us on pack mules. Matheny and R.[euben] McDaniel passed us on bedédium
and must have got in safely on the lower route, as they had thrlessin their company.
We heard that Jones had gone to Oregon, as a number of otherngsnigrd done. We
heard that Sanford Watson and his company reached the Oregon reelil &ll[icholasH.
Shepherd passed us in a pack company on the Humboldt. You must excusefthis
communication. | have stolen the time from the performance of othes thutigite.

| remain yours truly, "BEN." ----------
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78. Benjamin R. Biddle§ Journal
1849 Winter Quarters. Camp Hill Springs, California
December 6-24, 1849

Camp-Hill Springs [Californ&}
December 20th, 1849.

| address you from a point with which | have but little acquairiiaaiag arrived here but a
fortnight ago.

Since we have reached the Valley of the Sacrafteniog surmounted the difficulties and
perils of the Plains and Mountains, and attained that goal in our journeyvwetoengd look
around, and rest a few days from our weariness, and contemplate, vitimgarhexultation,
the distance we had come and the thousand things that rose in the mindvismed the
route? since then, | have not noted every thing which transpired, day by day, butlenly
events as | thought would be most interesting.

| have been to Sacramento City twice, and to San FranciscWdmer at the Bay, | obtained
letters for myself, the Webers and Watsons, and one for Henry Doran; but me foa@zey

of us. | purchased twlribunesat a dollar a number, and a few California papers, the column
of which comprise the sum total of our information concerningftags of the world in
general.

The bleak winter is now upon us with all its vigor and fiercemeissling its shrilly music
along the tops of the lofty pines, and howling hoarsely amongdhbe gbthe jagged hills
while many trees that were the pride of the forest are bowedb&red beneath their burden
of snow, and the mountain-torrents are sweeping impetuously to the valleys.

The course of trade being stopped, | will have leisure to devote tthiétratnore pleasing
department of dut§the retrieving myself from any charge that might be made agaiokt
negligence to the claims of friendship.

I will now give you some items in relation to my return from thddthe Sacramento city
and from thence to our camp at this place. On the morning dateeof my last letter to you

| purchased some few articles for the company and got on bseltdaner at 11 o clock A.
M. bound for New York of the PacifigyPittsburg, Edd new place at the mouths of the San
Joaquin river and the Sacramento, at the head of Suisun bay, distan®8an Francisco 60
or 70 miles. Great efforts are making to bring this placedtéd Its natural advantages |
have not made myself acquainted with. There are but three or four hotses fiiesent.

Benica, California Founding

Fifty miles from the city of San Francisco, is the flourishingphittteof Benicia, which lies on
the strait of that name, and at the foot of Suisun Bay. These straits ardifeunibes long,
and introduce you into the Pueblo Bay, a sheet of water ethat ¢td the Suisun. Beniéia
was laid out by Dr. Semple, brotlirdaw to Mr. J. S. Bradford, of Springfield, lllinois, but
who is now at this place, in partnership with Dr. S.[emple] in thedorgvend commission

201 California Gold Camps: A Geographical and Historid®ictionary of Camps, Towns, and Localities Whé&eld
Was Found and Mined; Wayside Stations and TradingteCehy Erwin G. Gudde (Author), June 1, 1975,
University of California Press.

22 The City of Benicia was founded on May 19, 1847,0by Robert SempleThomas O. Larkin, and Comandante
General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, on land soltheam by General Vallejo in December 1846. It was nafoethe
*HQHUDOTYTV ZLIH )UDQFLVFD %KH *HIQMH &DO LIOQORHQ G FG ONOKHWRROW DHWH W K EW QDPHG 3)L
ZLIH EXW WKLV QDPH ZDV GURSSHHUEZBHQXWEHB |RKPOUHBL WV \RIQHPWH WR 36DQ )UDQFL
second given name was used instead.
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business. The place is rapidly improving, and will continue to gray.afidimaking strong
efforts to have it made a port of entry. Two or three mbeseathe town, at a very
commanding point, the U. S. have established a navy yard, with the advhatagelsoo,
superior to that of San Francisco. The government is erecting Soiti#diilegs, with all
possible dispatch practicable. Crossing in my downward passagetirubblq/San Pablo,
Ed.] we entered the bay of St. Francisco. Thus we crossdlyseie lgoing from Sacramento
city to the city of San Francisco.

Arriving at New York, after a very pleasant sail of abodiosis, with a fair wind, we
exchanged our schooner for a pretension of a steam boat, making oprtiagacramento
to the city. Traveling all night, we reached the city at 8 A Wd rained all night, and the
boat was so crowded that we got no sleep. On my arrival, | follpl\aber, [Augustus]
Eastmart® Parkinson, and all the members of No. 2 Company, having left the mines above,
to winter in a more hospitable clime at the mines South. They werd. alllvesl have since
gone up the American Fork of the Sacramento river. Sincd tizere heard nothing from
them. | here learned that [Richard] Hodge and [Benjamin F.] Thgkb not got back from
their trip up to Weavertown. On Thursday, however they retitmadng been gone nine
days. We lay by on Friday, and bought articles to complete our loads for the camptny
now proceed to give you a history of the troubles and mishaps whichdsdtbefelt us.

That night it rained steadily, the wind blew wildly, and it remained qditndothilly. In the
morning, we put in our loads and left the City for the upper milfescrossed the American
Fork, which was deep fording, and encamped 4 pm. on our way.

On Sunday morning, we rose early, and went in quest of our mulesayOmédpless on the
ground; in the course of the day it died. The rain setting itpdbef this mule, and the
straying away of the others, were the beginnings of a series o, tdisdgbgointments, and
exposures, to which we had, until then been strangers. We searchgdailltide mules,
without seeing or hearing of them.

On Monday it rained most of the time; we were nevertheless abroad d@fi bunmules; but
returned fatigued, and without them. Search enough had been memlevitice us our
animals had been stolen or had strayed beyond our ability to walk after them.

On Tuesday it still rained. It was then resolved [Richard] Haagi¢Benjamin F.] Taylor
should go to town and buy a mule with which to hunt our mules; and that,efextben
unsuccessful, Taylor should be sent to the company to inform them of digrsénd bring
other mules to our relief; and that | should then write a letteetcompany giving the history
of our affairs. Next day, the letter was written; and theboudght for $100. Mr. Hodge went
out in search of, and some ten or fifteen miles from the wagons, found five o\tberaw
had mules to ride; so the following morning Taylor started to the camp witwihie The
mud is now so deep that to haul our full loads would be impossiwediagly we sent forward
what provisions and other necessaries we could by H[odge].

Along with [Richard] Hodge, | started after more of the mules. Wealbday, found none,
and returned to camp late at night. Next morning, (Friday) | toegtarfiule, went out alone,
and found two more of them; when | brought them in, | found [BenjariFaylor had come
back; the Sacramento was high, and he was afraid to swim his ngsielaline boat. | felt
much disappointed at his return.

On Saturday, it rained hard all day; we could do nothing, and setevenided to sell the
heavy articles of our loads, and try to make our way back with artly ald. to the wagon.
Another of our mules died tod&gind we know not to what cause to attribute it, unless it be to

203 See footnote numbéige.
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the chilling rains that have fallen during the last week. On thereagtiothe rain continued,;

in the afternoon Taylor was dispatched to a herding rancho sorseahslad, so as to be
prepared for an early start, on Monday morning, in quest of the remaindemadilesr He
brought in three more; but one remained to be found. | solfl@uwrtoday at $32 per bbl.,
pork at $45 per bbl., and one hundred pounds of hard brea8catper Ib. On the sale of
these articles | made a clear profit of $150. We delivered the propertyreanyd to leave

in the morning. Tuesday came, and with it rain all day. We learnedetttaiuld not get
along on this side of the riviso we had of necessity to cross the American Fork, which now
had to be ferried, go again through the City, cross the Sacramento,targketryp on the
other side. We had to wait our turn to cross the American fénk rain, and did not succeed

in getting over, and reaching the City, until long after nightfall. When we amiveste wet

to the skin and cold as we could be. We put our mules to hay for the night; then took supper
with Mrs. Maltby.

The streets of Sacramento are covered with water. | adepainey bed in the wagon; but,
together with wet clothes and cold feet, you may be assured | sléepand the next
morning | arose with a violent cold. The day was spent in crossiBgcifamento, at a cost
of $8 per wagon for ferriage. Eight miles from the citpeerged, where there was but little
grass.

The next day we moved about ten miles through great difficulty, the mud being deep, and the
mules being unable to draw the wagbiige encamped, and had good grass for our mules.
The next morning | was taken with a violent headache, and remained irtheed/agon for
the whole day, Mr. [Richard] Hodge driving the team, in an antessaking rain, to Fremont,

a small place at the junction of the Sacramento and Feath&r Tilier was on Friday; and we
came to the conclusion, on consultation, that it would be folly to ateeggitup to camp,
even with empty wagons. Whereupon we sold out the remaining portiemsazfdbat this
place, left one wagon in the care of a resident, branded our andesined them out to
grass till spring, reserving two of them to pack a few things and ride upatmgheHere
Hodge and [Benjamin F.] Taylor determined to go back to therciyder to obtain work for
the winter. | was resolved to reach the camp of the company, and ynaorhto them of

the whole affair. |1 gave them some money, and on Tuesday we parted.

| came 12 miles and camped alone. It rained all night and umilthemext day. This was
my first trial alone, with two mules, and the rain had seendering the traveling very
laborious and difficult. Next day | only went six miles through theaaie, to a rancho, and
was permitted to store my baggage under sh&f@rning out my mules, and furnishing my
own bedding, which is the custom of the country, | lay on the flaoesefarge log fire.
These were comfortable accommodations compared with those | had tHeefogh Here

I met with persons from the up-country, who used every possible argumisstiade me
from undertaking so perilous, toilsome and difficult a journey;dowtidl not give it up until |
had made a trial. The difficulty consisted in high waters and baitdow lands bordering
the streamswhose bottoms (as they expressed it) had droppéd botse or an 0x miring
down.p

| shall not attempt to take you through every mud-hole whered and had to unpack my

mules, even to their saddles. | crossed creeks, sloughs and swamps difficgltyatind at

the risk of life and the property | had with me. As the detailstbiea# trials and disasters
would fill several sheets, | will sum all up to my arrival within twiedgdnom camp, by saying,

that so far as regards myself, | had better taken the adviceeopénsons who came from
above. | exposed my person very much; was taken sick withlaydyllone day, when | very
promptly broke it up with medicine; and in two weeks from my starting fromoireeached

camp. The sufferings and toils | underwent in these two weeks, and indeed, during the whole
trip, will be indelibly stamped upon my memory.
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Twelve miles from this place, | met with B.[enjamin] A. Wat§0 S. Dean, Thomas S.
Bilson, and Thomas [J.]Whitehurst, on their way to Sacramento Citypanih&m | learned
that the company had separated; that the property in their possesdierinadld and the
avails distributed among the members, and that a spirit of dissatisfactivedomenong them.
| encamped with them that night, and the next morning made my way up torcéosop o
having left my two mules at the herding post, to be kept for us.

When | arrived | found no one at home but Mr. [John] Rawfh who was not well. The
others were out mining. They came in about &&j&hn] B. Watson, Fuller, Weber and
Johnson. These compose one mess, and occupy one end of a double cabiessyes mad
built for the winter. [Albert] Sattldidenry] Doran, Broadwell, Smith and [B. D.]Reevhad
built a cabin to themselves about 200 yards off. The other end dbtible cabin had been
occupied by those who had gone away. | had been set apart witlsshatohbad the control
of the room alone. They all appeared glad to see madé mreport of my trip; and although
those who could work had done tolerably well, Fuller deterningao below for the winter.
| then proposed to take his place in the mess, bought out his int¢hestiess things, and in
this way was enabled to avoid the necessity of keeping BadhallorEthan T. Cabinis had
associated himself with some Oregon men, for the purposerafingeleaving his connection
with the Springfield Company entirely. Mr. Fuller started to go below @th thieDecember.
From this point | will resume my journal.

December 1849

Thursda, December 6th 3This morning | went over to Olnaycreek, some six miles from
the cabin, in company with Watson, Johnson and Weber. Mr. Webangself operated
together. This is my first day in the midasd, of course, | could not reasonably expect to
be very successful. We breakfasted before day-break, walked shefoitesunrise, and
made but little by our labor.

Sunday, 9th 3This is our 37th Sabbath; and as serene and beautiful as any that havd precede
it. The men are all well, and seemingly cheerful in eachsoffoeiety. | am now recovering
from the effects of my upward trip . . . | was, indeed, almostlhetiocken down. This
morning, we resolved to have prayers at night, and to hold religiozisesxevery Sunday
morning. This will be to us an additional bond of brotherhood.

Thursda, 13th 3It is raining and snowing alternately. Some of us were employed making buc
skin purses to hold our gold. It would make you laugh to see how ldrgeeneade those
intended for use next summer.

We intend going next spring to Trinty river west of us some fifty miles, across the Coast
Range, as the chain of mountains bordering the Pacific is caledriver empties into
Trinidad Bay; the region through which it flows is but little known, but @edrno be rich

in gold. 3 It is a wild country to adventure in, but every obstacle must yie&gearch for

the yellow metal. We intend finding a passage along the Trinity to the Bay, and from the Bay
to the Ocean before we leave California; and, it may so happevill secure to ourselves a
favorable location for future speculation.

Friday, 14th 3Still it rains. Nothing can be done out of doors in the wdigging. We find
amusement in darning socks.

Saurday, 15th 3Ceased raining this morning. Went to work, though it was cloudy and
threatening. About noon it commenced snowing, which made our labor degigdelhsant.

Sunday, 1&h 3This is our 38th Sunday from home. It rained and then snowed all night. The

snhow is how eleven inches deep around the cabins, and much deeper cacthe hills.
Every thing looks bleak and desolate; but the cold is nothing likernse iatethe winters of
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lllinois. We have spent the day pretty much in reading and writinliitledibrary affords
ample food for the mind. Some of the back-logs in th@dire measure two feet in diameter.
As we look upon the merry blaze, and feel the generous warmgémmes lcelp spending a
thought upon those of our company who have gone to the Lower Yolfntihey did not
reach the City before this weather set in, | apprehend they will encounter serioysshardsh

Wednesdy, 19th 3The committee appointed to settle the business of the company sold the
remainder of the mules | had left below, all the wagons amessaand all the surplus property

of the company. Weber and myself bought three of the finest mulesat; #rel two wagons

and the harness. The sales amount to two thousand dollars.

The snow is from twelve to sixteen inches deep. Been snowirgjrang all day; and the
streams, from the mountain-side, dash onward in their pride of foamugh thitd with
savage joy.

Thursdg, 20th 3The Genii of the Snow and Rain, among these mountains, seem ta be twi
spirits, forever holding alternate or blended control of the weashbe shifting winds decide.
Operations in the mines are almost entirely suspended.

Mr. W. has begun making a cradle in which to rock our favdtiéehas studied the science
of cradles until he can make one that will nearly rock itSal& cradle rocking we will be
perfect adepts i#for it s rock rock-a-way, from morning until night.

Doran and Sattley intend going down to the City. The young men seem all to be taken with a
fever for going below, to live cheap during the winter. In the Spriage gefng over to
Trinity, | will probably go to the City myself to purchase provisions.

Friday, 21st3Still stormy. We have completed what work we could in-doors; sachboa

only to turn to the enjoyment of our books and fire. | speak of these the nuangsd¢hese
hills never, until now, witnessed a scene like that presented byribledhtair cabin. Many
of the most ancient ranches of the neighborhood are not so well pravide¢de Indians, in
their squalor and nakedness, never dreamed of such a thing as comfort.

Saturday, 22d 3This morning was misty, and had the appearance of a spring-thaw  Illinoi
In the evening it commenced raining. The snow inflow melting away very rapidly.

Sunday, 23d After being veiled from our view so many days, the sun shonell@arnthas
ever. SattleyfHenry] Doran and [B. D.] Reeves are preparing to go to the Gityighcanoe.
Their departure will leave John B. Watson, Lewis Johnson, John leri\Jlohn Rodham
and myself in a mess by ourselves: and we intend operating together during the next season.
The other members of the company will be scattered to all péititie compass; and we
cannot hope all to meet together in this world. The next summerankagadly upon some;
but upon whom the deeper shades of destiny will settle is with the mardihs thazome to
decide. | trust many of those who have endured so much to getilidre compensated (so
far as wealth can compensate) for the toil and privations to veyidiatre, in this voluntary
exle from home, subjected themselves. In regard to the abundayute there iSthere can
bes3but one opinion.

Monday, 24th 3This morning was ushered in with smiles, with scarce a cloud to dim its
clearness. Spring seems to have come to cheer us after the gloomifytheuesny season.

Mr. Johnson, in the capacity of cook, is now actively engaged in pregaaagdinner. It is
true, we do not have here all the nice things at home, but wauitavenough to get up a
tolerable entertainment, considering all the circumstances. Ourféi# cbmprises the best
quality of light bread, sweet-cake, beans, rice, coffee, venison, @eachdpied peaches.
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I wish | could be with you all today. | know | shall be rememivenet you gather around
the Christmas board, and the wish expressed that | could be with you, and the kiesive to
where | am and how | am faring so far away.

| sometimes wonder at the swiftness with which time passes. It seems hwhitelitilece |
left home, yet a full year will soon have circled #eaying only the memory of the past, its
varied scenes and strange events. Many who started in this pilgrigalgenfave sickened
and died; others who have reached this country will return gbarethey came; and some
will go back to those they love blest with fortune. But theselllé&s f@iv in number, and
their story will be as sunny spots on the dark canvass that wél foictuthis epoch in the
history of our nation.

B. R. Biddle.

79. Eli CookLetter From Puebla, California
December 18, 1849
Journal, Thursday, February 21, 1858

Sometime ago we published a letter from our young friend [EI} &o8acramento city,
which he expressed himself pretty much against California and all heetegees: Time
works wonders; and we now find all which was a dark and gloomy, has légioimend
beautifuk 2except the modern San Francisco. We give below his last letter

December 18, 1849

Dear Brother22Again, after considerable long spell of silence, | commence with the purpose
of writing to you.

At this time, as you will see by the above, | am living in Péelold in the enjoyment of most
excellent health. This is the country for which | started ishs&aat last, | have found it.
And, in no other country, would right now, under any consideration, makenney Oh that
you and all the family were here now. San Francisco and S#oramnee either of them,
better places of business thanzBlsut, in neither, can anyone live, with any kind of certainty,
and comfort2 2

Here a man can live. Most of the old inhabitants saySdmaamento city will be entirely
overflowed this wintérz And the general appearance of things would certainly convey that
idea. San Francisco is the most businesslike place, | have eardsttee muddiest. You
can see, almost anywhere in the public streets, men in their lastagodmisheads just
sticking out of the mili2 2 V X U U R X Q G H Gquantity. XThd-stfeet crossings are made of
oxen that have been sunk down, one up on the top of the other. Yet you wilhdeening
around in all directions, passing each other, and all on the trap. Shwatdhappen to slip
and fall he is a dead Indian, for you will surely be trodden into the mud. Nolghanlvibf
stepping over, but right on him. No two men are acquainted thenes sirangers. You will
see men from every clime and every race, from a Bombay lo@iarEnglish nobleman, and
from Chinese to Salce Islanders.

Merchandise, of every description, is, at this time, at the highest prices. | stefpstbie,
the other day, to buy a pair of boots. Looking around, | discoveyail af pretty genteel
boots? 2 2the price, and the reply wakounceg(or $64). | dropped them like a hot potato
yet boots are stik 6 ounces ($96) Provisions are also high there now. Flaun 830$35
per bushel.

204 Journal Thursday, February 21, 1850,2p.
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But, away from San Francisco. This is the place, not oniyifigr but for business. Were
you here now with me, | earned a large stock of goods, of ewveiptibes, your fortune were
at once, made.

Think you know J.[ame§][rancis] [Reed] Reislplace of residence, and he has become what
we would consider in the states very wealthy. Here he is only one of masgs he would
hardly take half a million dollars for his chance for a forgexclusive of the silver mine,
which is said to be very valuable, and for which he holds an undisputed tibesand to
5,000 per month. I the other ones that are bad as you are, do not work hard,rggeave
$10 a day. We are all well, pleased with the country. Anchgathilld induce any one of
them to think Im ever going back to live in Illinois. Roots family arfeg®y contented and
laughed heartily at Keyes for writing to them to come back. r@ ladiywell. Pussy is quite a
fine girl She has a splendid piano, and is taking lessons and musit. be&Sheite an
accomplished young lady.

But this is not the only family of genteel folks Rétehave already become acquainted with

several. The place is rapidly filling up with Americans, yet still abdbirtlsare Spanish,

with a plenty of money; and the people buy more goods here thanptda@niywas ever in.

| can say nothing of those that cedlssith me, rather that startedvd heard however, if they

all got through, butha® PXFK KDUGHU WLPH DIWHU ZH OKRXAQWKHP DQG JR\
Pearson the other day; he went through by Oregon, and left Geargdye d&8@®regon City,

working at his trade for $2000 a yeafVan Meter keeping school, Isaac Constant making

shingles. Van Meter had got almost entirely well of his

Are you aware it is now winter, yet | am writing in a room wheeecisher fire and very open,
yet | am perfectly comfortable. Another fact, as regardsildeess of the climate, neither
houses of the Legislature have any fire.

The election of Col. Fremont and Dr. [William M.] Gwin as UnitedeSt&enators, pleases
the California people well.

In this country, the women have finer dresses and more of them, thenearig tike world.
So, if you see any milliners or Mantuaakers, who want to leave Springfield, send them out
here.

Carpenters are getting $16 per day, and other labor is in propartib6 only is the price
per dozen for washing. Wages, however, to some extent must go down wh&edbme
more settled.

You wish me to write you in relation to the climate, country, rtanswer, | say that you
could not imagine a better climate for a couA8ds to merchandising, | cannot say so much.
Some have made their fortunes, and others have been brokenfbyoit think of coming
out here, by all means come by the Isthamus. Anyhow,adoss the mountains.

80. Letter From Franklin Hickox in San Francisco, California

October 30, 1849
Journal Tuesday, December 19, 183®.

A letter from Franklin Hickox, dated at San Francisco, Oct. 30,hsdy®ethas seen Mr. B.
R. Biddle,who was well, and that Richard Hodge, and the rest of itiizirgpwere enjoying
good health. No news.

205 Journal December 19, 1849, B.
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81. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to His Father From City of Sacramento, California

December 23, 1849
JournaMarch 23, 1856%

To check some miss apprehensions that seem to be in circulatiof, Mf. Watson has
handed us the following extracts from a letter he received a fewemksy&am his son,
Benjamin A. Watson, for publication.

City of Sacramento
December 23, 1849

You well see from the date of my letter of today, that | have conteacy to my expectation,
changed my location. Our company dissolved on thef26ovember. [ThomaS] Bilson
and myself concluded to come down to the city and spend the winter. ngyoseelbur share
of the provisions, we made enough to keep us in the city all winter.

As many citizens of Springfield are interested in the companygivevithe reasons why the
company thought fit to dissolve. Every member of the company loawkeerfectly satisfied,
that they could not do anything so long as they remained together. Anothestaircarthat
had a strong influence upon our minds, was that we had not pr®wsimugh, to last the
whole company all winter, and the rains had set in and it wasibieptisget them to the
mines.

Mr. [Benjamin Robert] Biddle was put in charge of the wagons anslded started after the
second load of provisions to this city; and without instructions frocortigany or advice
took a load of provisions out to the mines on speculation, and wthite raines lost all his
mules and spent two weeks hunting for them. After finding them he returinésl dity,
loaded the wagons and started for our camp. We got agfarmast, a small village 20 miles
from this place, when the traveling became so bad that he could get no Fettieen sold
out again and started to the city. After remaining sometime in the sitgrted for our camp
with two pack mules with provisions.

Bilson, [Thomas J.] Whitehurst, Dean and myself, left on the 3rd of Decelimbtre city.
On the night of the third day we met Mr. Biddle on his way to campcorhhgany had made
enough to pay all their debts, and had all of their propertgsirielfin 1400 dollars in the hands
of Mr. Biddle, of which we have got no payment. We leftahmpany all well, except John
Rodham, who had not entirely recovered from sickness. Reuben McDaoial 8m.
Todd s. [Eli] Cook [Elijah Cook] Matheny and [Richard] Hodge are downratgl&razigr
Reeds. B. F. Taylor is a few miles below here, cutting wood. [Ee} Ealne to the city a
few days ago. | believe most of them are going to the mines in the spring.

Johnson, Roadham and Hodge are not hopping to do the work camp. Weatherrfipé. Te
2 sunrise sixty eight; new seventy eight; Sunset 65. SaturdayBsodbwell, Dawsos
Sunset 69.

206 Journal March 23, 1850, (2.
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82. Letter From Franklin Hickox in San Jose, California

December 27, 1849
Journal Tuesday, February 19, 1850.

By last night mail several letters were received frc
California. One of these letters was from Mr. Frankl
Hickox, and dated afPueblo San Jose, Cal., December 2
[1849]uand represents all of the adventurers from this ¢
and vicinity as being in good health; that Mr. R.[icha
Hodge and himself were at that place, and would probe
remain idle until about the first of March, waiting for t
rainy season to pass by before going to the mines.

The letter speaks of C. Saunders, J. F. Reed and Edv
Jones as being at San Jose; and that on Christmas da
[James Frazier] Reed gave the boys a grand dinner.

We learn from another source that the Springfield
Mutual Insurance Company had disbanded.

83. Robert F. Coflin Letter From Juba River

December 27, 1849
Journal, Friday, March 29, 1858%

From Juba Riverz Mr. R.[obert] F. Coflin writes under date of December 27th, and says

We have established our quarters on the Juba river, a tribuksgtbér River, and are now
hard at work and doing very well for the season, called here winter, but lcalidusgpring.
The mercury averages about 65°. The gold is here, and in great aburfaerhceut on
Christmas day hundred and $50, and today $130. It is hard work thatgdtthiere is some
luck besides. Any man who comes here earns his goal. Althougk gwreifor all, many
persons will go home as poor as they came. Some will makeéna fora few months, but
the fewest number. | will not advise anyone to come here witlkgbetation of getting a
supply of gold suddenly and without labor. Thiglisin my eyeuIf you get gold, you have
to work hard for it.

We are 230 miles from St Francisco and 70 miles frona®aato; all in good health and
spirits. We have had no letters or papers from home, but are anxious toeyet som

Immediately prior to the discovery of gold in 1848, centré#b@ah was home to Nativ
communities; Mexican missions, ranchos, and pueblos; the small grfesiified military
settlementof San Francisco; and a few white American residenkdished two years late
this map testifies to the frantic pace of settlement during the California GolBRusb5,
over 300,000 immigrants from the eastern United States, Europe, Latiodrhastralia,
and China established mining camps, towns, and roads. San FrancisapidisewBy the
1870s, California Native population plummeted from an estimated 150,000 to 3(
Thousands were forcibly removed from their homelands, enstankéited. Early legislatiol
in California made it lucrative to enslave Native peoplds, lme paid for exterminatin
them?*

207 Journal Tuesday, February 19, 1850,3.

208 Journal Friday, March 29, 1850, p. 2.
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84. Benjamin R. Biddle§ California Journal
Concluded.

Wednesday, 19th. 3After breakfast, Mr. Smith and myself started, for the City, onTaat.
miles from camp, we came to the American Fork, pulled ouslwfband waded it. Itis a
limpid, pretty stream, one hundred yards wide at this point, which i abuove its
confluence with the Sacramento, and but a little distance \abexe the business of the
place is now done.

Sacramento, California

In the Sacramento bottom, we came to the City. It is perfectigniepresents a singular
appearance. There are but few frame houses put up as yet, exdght frenies brought
from Yankee Land. Many are, however, in the course of rapstirgotion. Large business
establishments, selling their thousands monthly, are built of a few postegrbinnd and
covered, sides and roof, with common muslin. These white tent-hoatesed@mong
green, over-hanging trees, make up a scene beautiful and romaméardlseme tolerably
good houses, but none over a story and a half high. Lumberésastwhoommands a heavy
price. Mills in the neighboring pineries are much needed. Then8aug at this point, is
broad and deep, the tide running several miles above. Frigates, schoonargueasdaloe
lying here. Property is very high. Everything is selling at the teprafritet. We learned
the prices of some articles; and, to give you a general idea ttehef affairs, | will
mentioned thend Bread 50c. per loaf, pickled pork 25c. per Ib., fresh beef@@ddb.,
bacon hams 60c., sides 45 to 50c., cheese 60 to 65c., buttetl$ymen sold by the keg;
flour $16 per bbl., pork $40 per bbl., molasses 75c. pesgght 16c¢. per Ib., tea $1 to 1,50
per Ib., black tea ditto, crackers 20c. per Ib., two-gallon tin pansd53,8piece, canteens
$2, picks $4 to 6, shovels $ 2,50, small crow-bars $4, haysB85tr ton. Mules are worth
from $100 to 208accordingly as they are fat or poor; oxen are selling from $50 par10
yoke; wagons are in little demand, as the emigrants are sellgrgaffeanount of their stuff;
horse-hire comes to $10 per day. A common laboring man comrdfdger day
mechanics something more, but how much | did not learn. Boarding can be hadrfdr $3
per day.

The companies have nearly all dissolved and sold whatever theyasveoenmon stock
Those big companies from the East, with large capital, which brougthiryevith them,
have had the most to sell; but the prices have made the ttatigpoof their articles a
handsome business. Experience demonstrates that large companies dugnetlha
together. Very many, when they arrive here, do not feel digpogednto the mines and
dig, but there are so many ways of making money out of those who cua gwny are
tempted to remain here. In preference to working in the mineg, st to keeping eating
houses, others open coffee houses, gambling hells, livery stables, &c., &c.

Today, | saw Wm. Todd, the Doctarson, who has been here some time. He looks well

and tells me he has enjoyed good health; and, from what | seeaanfi thien, he has done
well.2 He tells me that James F. Reed is living and doing welt faher is in Monterey,
working at his trade. [Elijah] Cook Matheny and Reuben McDaniel agdmer are not
engaged at anything now, but have a prospect of business in a few dags RCaptere
and making money by buying and selling mules. Young [Lewis] Swizler is wifin. fiiEh]
Cook and David Eaton are here. They have been trading and haveelbneMr. E. is
spending this evening with us at the camp. Mr. Nourse is here, éndruyéty and selling.
John S. Bradford is fifty miles below this, in company with Mr. Setdplery Spotswood
started down to the Bay, today.sent my Journal up to the 10th instanter, by him, to be
mailed.

| find no letters here for myself or any of our company, ave hequested Mr. S. to have
our letters forwarded to this point. Not receiving any intelligeoroehome, after so long
an absence, was, you may be sure, a severe disappointment. | feel einematagiink,
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with ordinary luck, we will have something to send home, in the Spmgagnines are
averaging, to every digger, an ounce &dagh is $16.

The prices of the articles | have given you, are those of the City, dadldesl in the mines.
Bacon, flour, coffee and sugar are often $1 per Ib. tol§;60 per Ib., and boots, shoes
and implements to work with, are put at an extravagant raténgReam is good business.
| asked some teamsters what they would charge to haul gaddsaave are going, which
is two hundred miles, and learned they would not go for less thalolfdtg per hundred
miles. Wages are regulated by what a man can make in the iimes.here, is more
emphatically money, than any other place | ever saw.

| bought a newspaper, today, for 25c., in the hope thaiht tontain some news from the
States. For five long months, we are entirely ignoramenfthing which has transpired at
home.

[At this date, the Journal closes, for the present. Adaiyg glimpse of the movements of
Mr. B. is given in lette34. |

85. Letter of Elijah Cook Matheny
Journey to California
Journal,November 26, 18440
From California

-1 saw [Benjamin R.] Biddle today; he was well. Of the rest of the Sprifuiielve hear
nothing. We fear for them. Several companies have stastadtliis place to their
assistance. Dick Oglesby is up in the mines and doing well; he hasralslaye gold. |
am now engaged in business with Wm.[Willaim L.] Todd, that I think will pay well.

| would never think of making this country my home. Money can be haad yet. All a
man wants here is energy, perseverance and economy. Yet | wouldlacvwisaraldoing
well at home to stay there; and especially do not come #mrassuntry. Washer after
washer of the dirt did we clean out, and found but small partigielslof [John S.] Bradford
is selling goods at Benicia; Mr. Eaton is sending goods up to the mines.. RgRoBerts]
is still trading in mules and horses. [Charles] Maltby and his wife pireggkedoarding
house.
E Cook Matheny.

86. Benjamin R. Biddle§ Journal
1849 Winter Quarters.

Reading Springs (later Shasta), California

Most of the lllinois emigrants decided to try their luck at Reading Sprimgikh was
described as a beautiful place, with plenty of fine spring water, aboutilésefeom the
Sacramento River and near a number of gold-bearing streams. They ®iSad#mento
River near the mouth of Cottonwood Creek, and drove north paviahliehe river until they
came to Reading Springs. The place, and its location, hacenainmestimated by those
who had described it to them.

A bustling town of the 1850s through the 1880s, Shasta was for itetlargest settlement
in Shasta County and the surrounding area. Sometimes referre¢/tasé@d Shasta", the
town was an important commercial center and a major shippirtigggomule trains and
stagecoaches serving the mining towns and later settlements of northeniaCalife

210 journal November 26, 1849.
19C

4918



Letters From California and Oregon 498

discovery of gold near Shasta in 1848 brought California Gold RusbrrdNiners up
the Siskiyou Trail in search of riches - most passed through, Simalstontinued to use it
as base of operations.

Major Pierson Reading named his gold mining area Reading Springs.
By 1849, Reading Springs had become a permanent site for miners, and eventually
became the boomtown named Shas¥a

Situated about six miles west of Redding, California along Highw&hast was once
home to some 3,500 residents and a thriving commercial diswigevir, in the mid-1880s,
the newly constructed Central Pacific Railroad bypassed 8héstar of Redding and
the town declined into "ghost town" status.

During the gold rush, the area that now comprises Redding was callgdPatgerin 1868
the first land agent for the Central Pacific Railroadyrmef Sacramento politician
named Benjamin Bernard Redding, bought property in Poverty Flatehatf bf the
railroad so that it could build a northern terminus there. In theegss of building the
terminus, the railroad also built a town in the same ared&, tivbjcnamed Redding in honor
of Benjamin Redding. In 1874 there was a dispute over the nameldgdatators and it
was changed for a time to Reading, in order to honor Pierson B. Redmdirfigunded the
community of Shasta, but the name was officially changed tettdiog by 1880. It has
been called Redding ever sifite.

Merchandise Store at Reading Springs (later Shasta), California

Aside from the fact that there was no level ground, the place was ideally located for a min
town: and the few people, who had come from Oregon, had pitasiedetts on the hill
sides, and were delighted at the prospect of having a General MercBtordisa their
village. There was a road (or trail) running along the west didecodek that divided the
hills and formed a narrow valley, or gulch. It was little wider thama; so the houses, on
either side had to be built on an incline. Those pioneers named this magd Main
Streetland took up claims on either side for business houses and residences.

The firm of Biddle, Weber and Co., which consisted of B. R. [Benjaobe Biddle,

John B. Weber, John B. Watson, Lewis Johnson and Augustus Johnson, took upmne clai
62 by 250 feet on the west side of Main Street; and another 35fbgtl@0the east side of
the street. They put their wagons containing merchandise on tHetlargthe west side of

the street, where they started to put up their store building; and pitchézhtsain the east

211 https://shastahistorical.org/how-redding-gstname/
212 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redding,_California
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side, where they planned to build their living quarters. One aftine men slept in the
wagons, to watch over and protect their property.

There were a large number of miners panning gold from the creeks norttsaintiReading
Springs and their business was good from the start. They needextithinep had shipped
from St. Louis to San Francisto.

First Trip to San Francisco

B. R. [Benjamin Robert Biddle] and John Weber (who were also arigige$ mail from
home) volunteered to take the wagons, and extra drivers with thegxttethe City for
their supplies, while the other partners stayed at Reading Springs to firssbréhsuilding.

A friendly Indian went with B. R. and John [B.] Weber, to act as guide; ramdbeer of
men, on horse back with pack animals, wanted to accompany them as famren®adoa
they felt safer from hostile Indians if a number of men travayether. However most of
the Sacramento Valley Indians were Digger Indians, who were great codarsisally
friendly to the whites.

From Reading Springs they followed the western bank of the SacramentohRiugh
uninhabited country, until they came to the town of Freeport. Itfleasishing little village
opposite the mouth of the Yuba River, which many of the pioneers cedside future
metropolis of the Sacramento Valley.

Twenty miles further on, below the mouth of the American River, codddnethe tents
and houses that made up the town of Sacramento. They crossed the ferpoautlzatd
B. R. [Biddle] arranged for their drivers to care for the oxen agonsavhile he and John
Weber went, by boat, to San Francisco.

San Francisco was the chief city of the Pacific Coast; and yasadbrad to ag he Cityt

so B. R. [Biddle] had always pictured it, in his mind, as a neat anty dosar, of well
constructed business buildings and comfortable hbmiis graded streets and board
sidewalks. In reality the town had been built on rolling hills of deep and shifting sand. Tt
streets seemed to run in several directions, instead of being fiaraileldirection8 and
making right-angle crossings at each interséatidd. R. was sure they should in any well
planned town. The Cityphad a population of about 1500 people, many of whom were living
in tents. The buildings had been poorly and hastily constructed of §&skly lumber.
However, some new, and better, buildings were then being built ofeichponber and
bricks.

As ships in the harbor unloaded, the goods and produce were throwrgoouttie near the
wharfs, where they waited to be claimed, or sold, or carted to shbakee. were a couple

of warehouses near the water front; but they were entirely inadequaefeattship loads

of merchandise being brought into port. It was almost impossible ¢argenters or
mechanics to work ififhe City- pfor when they heard of the fabulous riches that were found
in the mines, they left their work, without notice, to go tddilye ginsgl

Mr. Ware and Trip to Post Office

B. R.s first impression of San Francisco was that it was a cold, bleak, sttabfilieg!with
dust, disorder and confusion. As he started to walk up Kearney Street, teviddaddhhe
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met a Mr. Ware he had known in lllinois: but he was on hisawvdne post office; and was
so anxious for letters from home, he could not stop to talk to arf{#one.

Mr. Ware turned around and walked up the hill with him; and told hinakedut his
experiences in California. He and Mrs. Ware had lived ok Creek, near Springfield: and
had traveled by boat, and the Isthmus of Panama, to California.staheyg soon after B.
R. [Biddle] and his party had left in March.

When they reached San Francisco they were able to buymart who had built a small
hotel, or boarding house. Mr. Ware and his wife, with thediegdgChinese boy, had fixed
the place up and made it as homelike as possible; and their bokeg-eneals proved such
a novelty they could not handle all the people who applied to thebodod: but, he
continued, they could always make room for old friends like. Bnd John [B.] Weber,
whenever they came to The City.

When they reached the post office, and received their mail, tHesohmany letters and
papers, their pockets would not hold all of them; so B. R. had to shaffofdhem into his
carpet-bag before they went back, down the hill, with Mr. Ware, todhding house they
had been hearing about. He gave them a small room that had jusidsted,where B. R.
and John Weber arranged their mail in chronological pestel began to read. At noon they
went downstairs to the best dinner they had eaten since they left Sptangfiehet more
lllinois friends at the table: but they could not stop to talk verytaihgfter they had read
all of their precious lettets

These letters were the first news of their families they had hathsindeft home, more
than six months before. The friends they met at dinner understood, for dhegro far
from their homes and those they loved most.

The boys, Henry and B. R. Jr., wrote about their school and the theygdayed with the
neighborhood boy%and about the horse and cow and chicRansg the chores they did for
Ma, and all the childish family gos8hut never a word about anything that might worry him
or cause him to fear that all was not well in his home at Springfield.

In the last letter he read, B. R. Jr. told him about little Péegegy into the cistern; but, he
added: Ma pulled her out right soon, so she is all right. Ma felt kind offeclkards and
Mrs. Weber took Puggie over to her house for a visit. Emma is visiting Aatihépg

The letters from Maria told about their relatives and friends, the afféie church, and the
incidents of her home life with the children, in a manner tbHea to believe that all was
well at home. There was no letter from Maria writtenlafte Puggie accident; and he was
sure they were not telling him everything: for their sixth child had Xyeestesl in August;
and he knew that Pgigs accident must have been a great shock to her mother.

One of the steamers from Panama was several days overduas sm#sible for him to get
more letters before he returned to Sacramento. In the meartéentried to make
arrangements to have mail sent to Reading Spfings.

Visit With lllinois Friends
That night he visited with his old lllinois friends at the boardingehoMany of them had

newspapers from home; and they were read with eagerness, althaigbtthews was three
or four months old. The friends were all enthusiastic about the sWelshgreed that a man
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who was sober and industrious could not fail to make money; but rifeshdielieved that
the prosperity was only temporary; and were planning to return tattéeetigfore the supply
of gold, in the hills, was exhausted.

Some believed that many of the best class of emigrants would aech#tiat San Francisco,
with its fine harbor, would grow to be a greagaitgt those men were putting all of their
available money into town lots. Some had already made fortunes hdysediag lots; but
the lots were as high as they were in Springfield, where a fing aitgady established and
B. R., who had always been a speculator in land, said that he would not @kiéhose
sand lots for a git®

The next morning he went down to the waterfront to buy merchaadispent the entire

day selecting goods to meet the needs of the miners who packed out fro1g Reandgs.

He also laid in a meager supply of luxuries for the people vilhge. Besides the boxes of
freight he had sent from St. Louis; he bought coffee from Bxazikets, flour, and dried
peaches from Chili; tea and rice from China; cocanuts and yams from the Sesiamdesh |
and dried apples, smoked meats, drugs, medicines, boots, shoes, egiiprgent,
hardware, ammunition; and a vast assortment of other things that would bereealadly
growing mining community. As he made his purchases he arranged to have them loaded
the boat that was starting up the river, for Sacramento, the next mittiaeg he started
back to the boarding house he noticed that people were all looking toward the top of the t
above the city, where some men were waving ¥&agbsome one saidThey are signaling

to tell us that a boat is just coming into the bay, and will dock at the wharf before gundowr

That night they went again to the post office and got the medrtieatn on the boat. Among
the letters was one from Matiavritten while she was still in bed after the birth of their son,
whom she had decided to name Edwin Weber Biéifltaat name met with B. R.approval.
They also got mail for all of the other members of thair &nd for the rest of their overland
party who were living at, or near, Reading Springs; for all déttees had been sent to San
Francisco, to await permanent addresses from the emigrants wheadheyg California.
They had been told that the winters in California were very milgil@meed for members

of their firm to go to San Francisco frequently to buy goods; hataskanot always carried
out.

The purchases they made, on this trip, filled their wagons; and they wératdteel had
brought their sivx-teams to haul it over the rough roads.

Business was so good, it was only a short time before two other snefntiibeir firm made

a trip to San Francisco for more stock: but before their reainhad been falling for almost

a week and the streams were so swollen, and the roads so slippery, thest raditge
getting back at all. However business continued to be excellenty foinees kept coming

in to try their luck at thediggingsgt and had to be outfitted before they went into the
mountains in search of the gold-bearing streams. A number of Chimdroevere panning

gold along the creeks that ran into the Trinity River, bought enoudb k&=t all winter.
Reading Springs was the only trading post north of Freemont; and soon pack trains w:
starting from there for Weaverville and Southern Orégenvell as to the numerous mining
claims in Northern Californi&’

Money Sent Back to lllinois Home

The firm of Biddle, Weber & Co. had a large amount of gold owl la&ad decided to declare
a dividend, of several hundred dollars each, to be sent home farthibes: so, even before
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the roads could be traveled by their teams, B. R. and John Wetasst stauth, on horseback,
with a train of pack mules. They expected to buy emergency supplies in Secranngmt
could be sent back immediately with an Indian driver, while they svemSan Francisco.
There they could change their gold dust into negotiable paper, bugehehiandise directly
from the ships, and send money to their families in Springfield bysAdad Cos
Expresg!®

When they went to the boarding house, in San Francisco, thegnnodd friend from
Springfield who was sailing that afternoon, and offered to tafssftetthem to their families
in Springfield: so, instead of sending their letters and packagesl loy express, they
intrusted them to their friend for safer and more prompt delivAgythe Panama Liner,
carrying their friend with their precious letters and packages, turned tm®ilnethd of the
bay, a freighter from China was tying up at the wharf; and they went abogrdde and
other commodities for their store. As they were leaving the thessstopped to watch a
Chinese merchant who was examining silks he was buying for his San Fiaecigcochg
the things imported were a number of beautiful, silk embroidered shawlef Bem was
especially handsondpure white, and embroidered so perfectly one could not tell which was
the right and which was the wrong side. The merchant held it up andl$eice is a shawl
fit for a queenu B. R. thought of Maria, his quetand how beautiful she would look in a
shawl like that. His Maria, who was living so far away with her inféamicédnis four other
children, and carrying the burden of their care alone. As he sawilmgination, with her
plucky smile and undaunted courage, he wanted to do something spdwal &md that
shawgEfit for a queen, was a fitting gift for her. The shawls had beentidronglChina to
sell for $100.00 each, and the white one was the handsomesh @aflith As the merchant
held it up for them to see, B. R. took out his little buckskin bag of gold dustawdlbs,
weighed out $100.00 of the dust, and told the Chinaman to do up the stsigrfent to
the States. Then he remembered that there were others at home wihdikegulesents
from San Francisco; so he bought two small shawls for higifistleand two very small
lacquered boxes. Into the lacquered boxes he put gold nuggets, i cettspfor his
boys. The gifts were then all packed in a handsome lacquereddpapedvin waterproof
cloth, and taken to Adams & Co. Express office for safe shipmeprirtgfi&ld. Benjamin
B. R. Biddle, and his party, left home in March, and it was Christmae befoof their
families knew that they had reached Califciani@ where they had located. Then letters
came telling of the beautiful spot they had chosen for their new hiimeg. told of the
building claims they were taking up on either side of the main trdilledio the Trinity
River mines. They said that their location was in the very cetitergafid-bearing section
of Northern California. They told of the beautiful snow covei@ahtains to the east; which
they had passed after leaving the Oregon trail. The trail leadiekn through dense forests
and lava beds, infested by hostile Indians: but they had passed throughanthoiRarts
of the letters were published in the Springfield papers, and proved to be of greafamterest;
the people were interested in the adventures of their towns-pgbpleyrote from the
California Eldoradé*®

Death of Robert S. Lightfoot

Robert S. Lightfoot died in December 1849.
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William B. Ide Seeks Persons to Settle in California
December 31, 1849

On December 31, 1849, William B. Ide advertised inJingrnal seeking persons to settle
in California

Ho! For California.

WANTED 2 7Thirty young, married, permanel
neighbors in California. None need apply exc
intelligent, truth-practicing, school-supporti
industrious, temperate and peace practis
persons. Such, if they desire, will be assiste

Journal, Monday, January 14, 1858° emigrate, and will find a neighbor, by direci
letters, POST PAID, to Claremont, N. Hampshir
to

W. B. Ide
Dec. 31, 1849

The high qualifications required may have caused the fdiltivis project. Nothing further

is found pertaining to the venture. Considering the time elemsz it that Ide trip was

to a great extent by sea rather than directly overland. He had iteafteeveral steamers
which left San Francisco for Panama in the fall of 184@rtgon, October 1; the California,
November 2; or the Panama, November 15. The Califoreimsé¢o have been the most
likely selection. On September 1, 1849, a convention had met atréjoatel Ides return

to California seems to have been during the summer of 1850. Hé& kays, Tools, some |
brought by steamer on my last trip from the E&gttording to Edith Flanders Dunbar, Igle
wife Sarah died at Red Bluff in 1850. It is reasonable to suppbteethde family, being
near, had been aroused by a whistle and had witnessed with wondermenatioé ueilittle
steamevack Hayat a point near the south boundary of their rancho in May 18 . Although
Ide might have taken th@eorge Washingtolmom San Francisco to Sacramento, there was
yet no regular steamer service on the upper river, so he wouttbhtineed thence overland

to his home. The County of Colusi (later spelled Colusa) was formed it 1850.

The Othe Side of The Picture 3Gold Getting Rarce in California

3The following letter from a perfectly reliable source has beerstpedltheNew York
Tribunefor publication. The writer is at the mines. You will be dafgal in the amount
of gold sent by the steamer, but not more so than we have beenrdguth of our labors,
during the last month, in the mining disiricts. The lorce on the groundbissiagstimated
from forty thousand; to fifty thousand who haye obtained, perhaps,aneatillion of
dollars, or but little more than, an average one of dollar, per iezach man. This is not
satisfactory to you at home, but still less so to us here; but the truth & sheate gold is
rapidly disappearing and, although we have faith that the subterranesdieslapmolarge, we
have not capital nor other requisites for deep mining. To thiglerion we must come at
last, like all the South Ameican States in which gold is found. California must jpevitiey u
and deep, if we hope for a golden harvest. Goods of neatbsaliptions are very cheap.
Every body is anxious to return, so you may look out far a hegira of thoseevheeaas to

pay their passag@é

220 Journal Monday, January 14, 1850, p. 2.
221 Rogers pp 115-120.
222 Journal December 26, 1849, p. 2.
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David Phelps Goes to California-1849

David Phelps was born in December 1815, at Hebron, New Hampshire and came to Loami
lllinois in 1836 or . He married on December 16, 1838, to Mehetabel Colburn, who died on
March 7, 1842. David married on January 28, 1843, to Fanny Colburn. They had two children;
one died in infancy. David went to California in 1849. Their daughter, Elmiaajed A. J.
McDonald, and lived at Grass Valley, Nevada County, California.

David Phelps was crushed while going through a mine, of which he was part owner, on July
6, and died on July 8, 1866. His widow married George Hutchinson and lived in Calitérnia.

William B. Foster Goes to California-1849

William B. Foster, born on April 9, 1822, in Page County, Virginia, came vgithanents
to Sangamon County in 1835. In 1849, he went to California where he married Emma Creamer.
They had three children, and Emma died. William married again, and lived at dridhm
Sacramento County, Califormi#.

William G. King and Family Go to California-1849

William G. King was born in 1817 in Bracken County, Kentucky, and was raised in
Sangamon County, lllinois. He married Sarah R. Tonguelet in New Orleans, and theohad t
children. William went to California in 1849 and died there in 1871.

Phillip Clark, Jr. Goes to California-1849

Phillip Clark, Jr., born on February 20, 1812, at Rye,
England, embarked at London on May 1, 1824, and landed at
New York City on Junéd8 He wasa bound apprentice in
New York to a tailor, who treated him cruelly and he ran away.
He went to Boston, obtained employment in a glass factory,
and saved some money. He went by water to Philadelphia.
He walked from there to Wheeling, Virginia, worked his way
down the Ohio River, and up the Mississippi River to St.
Louis, on a keel boat. At St. Louis he fell in with Elijah lles
and Richard Smith.

He came with Elijah lles and Richard Smith to
Springfield, arriving on October 15, 1824. Both lles and
Smith knew his father. He was married on May 19, 1836, to
Christiana Campbell, on Richland Creek, lllinois. They had
four children near Rochester, Sangamon County, lllinois. He
went to California in 1849 at age 37, and returned in March
1850. He moved to Clinton in November 1850 He wrote
&ODUNYV *XLGH WR &DOLIRUQLD

The PantagraBloomington lllinois, February 20, 1887
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Samuel B. Hall Goes to California-1849

Samuel B. Hall was born on July 18, 1824 in Virginia and brought up in Sangamon County
lllinois. He went to California in 1849. He returned to Sangamon Court§ 744 and lived near
Loami, lllinois.

John W. Yates Goes to California-1849
John W. Yates, born in 1825, started to California in 1849 and died on tHé’way.

Charles C. Harvey Goes to California-1849

Charles C. Harvey, born in June 1831, in Maryland, was raised in Sprindfietds| He
went to California in 1849 and died there in 18%3.

William Strawbridge Goes to California-1849

William Strawbridge, born in June 1794, came to Sangamon County, lllinois in 1823. He
married in 1834, in Jo Daviess County, lllinois, to Mrs. Mary Ames, whose maiden name was
Mitchell. They lived in Sangamon County, lllinois until 1838, and moved to Jo Daviess County,
lllinois where he was in the lead smelting business until 1849 at age 55anWfitlen went to
California. He died in December 1851, in New York City, while returninggdllimois family.

He left a widow and four childrei3?

Zacharia E. Elkin Goes to Oregon and Then to California-1849

Zacharia E. Elkin, born in November 1821, in Brownsville, Indiana, was raised in
Sangamon County, lllinois. In 1849 at age 28went overland to Oregon and from there to
California, where he spent several years in mining. He went to Idaho in 1860, and was matrried in
October 1873 to Mrs. Harriet Luckett, and they lived in Idaho City, Boise County, #¥faho.

John R. Black Goes to California-1849

John R. Black, born on April 12, 1822, went to California in 1849 at age 27, and resided i
San Franciscé™
A. Fielding Goes to California-1849

A. Fielding, born on November 14, 1828, in Bracken County, Kentucky, was raised in
Sangamon County, lllinois. In 1849 at age 21, he went around Cape Hornfeor@Zalivhere he
enlisted and fought Indians for three years during the rebellion. He lived at YduBeida
County, Californiat3?

William H. Marsh Goes to California-1849

Marsh came to Springfield and was employed by the State House Commiasiforeraan

in erecting that edifice under direction of the architect. He was thgeepgat of 1837 all of

9 DQG SDUW RI +H ZDV QH[W HPSGBthe®rilpfatR& HPDQ RQ WKF
Sangamon River for the Northern Cross railroad now the T. W. &&d.at Riverton. When
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gold was discovered on the Pacific coast, he attempted to gtotoi€&ut became disabled
at the Rocky mountains and returned. He was keeper of the Seng@aumty poor house for
ten years ending in the fall of 1859.

Dr. Francis Walton Todd Goes to California-1849

Francis Walton Todd was born on April 17, 1816, at Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky,

and was brought by his parents to Springfield, Illinois, in 1827. He was educatetsainyille

and graduated in medicine at Cincinnati Medical College in 1838. He was appoigteonsin

the United States army while in the City of Mexico in 1846. In 1849 at age @@héo California

and was married there in March 1851 to Mrs. L. M. Jackson, nee Bullitt, of Nachitbochesana.

They had no children. Dr. Todd was a member of the California State Badedivti, President

of the Stockton Board of Health, and Secretary of San Joaquin County Medical Sbiadiyed

in Stockton, California3?

William S. Hamilton Goes to California-1849

William S. Hamilton, born in New York a son of Alexander Hamilton, the diatstged
statesman who was slain by Aaron Burr, came to Springfield, Illlimbén it was regarded as the
temporary county seat. He was elected one of the representatives of the cotetyState
Legislature of 1823-4. He was an advocate of the movement to make Sangamo Town the county
seat. After that he went to Galena and engaged in lead mining. On the discoveny wf gol
California, he went there and di&d.

Owen F. McCoy Goes to California-1849

In 1849 at age 29. Owen F. McCoy, born in February 1820, went to Califomikef
California Gold Rush and died in San Francisco in #856.

Henry Shepherd Goes to California-1849

Henry Shepherd was born on December 3, 1807, in Virginia. In 1830, he went to
Chillicothe, Ohio, and was married there to Margaret Pedffey came to Sangamon County
lllinois in 1838. In 1849 Henry, at age 42, went to California, and idi€siacramento in the
autumn of 1850, leaving a widow and one chifd.

James H. McNabb Goes to California-1849

James H. McNabb was born on September 17, 1831, in Sangamon County. He went to
California in 1849 at age 18, and was married there in 1859 to Mary Scudder, aohatews
Jersey. Jamesasfor twelve years editor of thRetalouma Argusand was State Senator, from
1862 to 1868. He was deputy collector in the United States Custom House at IBascéra
California, and lived ther&’

233 Power, p. 716.
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James M. Maxcy Goes to California-1849

James M. Maxcy, born on September 16, 1816, in Kentucky, lived in Springfield from
1834 to 1849, when he went to California at age 136 was Quartermaster in the United States
army during the Civil War and died in 1868.

William E. Higgins Goes to California-1849

William E. Higgins, born in Kentucky, went from Sangamon County, lllinoMdissouri,
and from there in 1849 to California. In 1851, he was on his way home and died on shgpboard
the Pacific Oceaf®

William B. Foster Goes to California-1849
William B. Foster, born on April 9, 1822, in Page County, Virginia, came witparisnts
to Sangamon County, lllinois in 1835. In 1849 at age 27, he went to Califandi resided at
Richmond, Sacramento County, Califorffia.

George R. Steele Goes to California-1849

George R. Steele was born in December 1831 in Kentucky and was raised in Sangamon
County, lllinois. He went to California in 1849 at ageatfl died from the caving in of a mine.

Levi D. Lewis Goes to California-1849

Levi D. Lewis was connected with his brothers Joseph and Thomas in the boot and shoe
business for several years. In 1849, he went to California and died there on February 24, 1850.

238 Power, p. 485.
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1850

By 1850, gold fever began to subside. Only 31 people left Springfield and headed west in
1850. Of the 14 letters in that year, seven were those of Benjamin and Emily Watson.

Most of the easily accessible gold had been collected, and efforts turned to exgaickting
from more difficult locations. Gold that was increasingly difft to retrieve, led some Americans
to drive out foreigners to get at the most accessible gold that remained. Themed/ @alifornia
State Legislature passed a foreign miners tax of twenty dollars peh,namot some American
prospectors began organized attacks on foreign miners, particularly Latin Americans and Chinese.

In addition, many newcomers drove Native Americans out of their traditional hunting,
fishing and food gathering areas. To protect their homes and livelihood, Natieecans
responded by attacking the miners. This provoked counter-attacks by miners on ratjes.vil
The Native Americans, out-gunned, were often slaughtered. Those who escaped the massacres
were many times unable to survive without access to their food-gatherisg amndahey starved
to death.

Journal Receives Letters From John B. Weber and George B. Goudy
January 23, 1850

A number of letters from our citizens in California, were retdigee last night. The letters
from Mr. John B. Weber have been put into our hands for publicafienshall attend to
them to-morrow. We have also an interesting and late letteOfregon3from Mr. George
B. Goudy:*

87. Charles Maltby Letter From Sacramento City, California
January 16, 1850
Journal,Monday, March 25, 185¢2

88. Benjamin A. Watson Letter to Wife From Sacramento City, California
January 25, 1856%

Sacramento City Jan."2%850

Dear Wife,

| again take up my pen to commune with you, my life, my souls brightystaeloved and
sorry am | that | have no better news to communicate to yolkbaw it will be the best of

news to you to know that | am in excellent health as good ifttestthan | ever enjoyed in
my life. | weigh one hundred and sixty pounds, more than | ever did in my life.

241 Journal,January 23, 1850.
242 Journal,Monday, March 25, 1850, p.3.
243 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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| expected to have received a letter from you before tlg teie that | am the father of
another little angel but | suppose that you could not writg@n did | have been unfortunate
in not receiving it, but heard the joyful news from slitter to Mr. Billson and right glad am
| to know that you have come safely through your hard @alshat | had been with you in
the dark hour of your sufferings to have cheered and supported you, btitadreeas | had
absented myself from you but nay it will be the last time | promise you that.

I am happy that your wishes have been fulfilled and that thénbttldngs a girl. If it resembles
its mother in person and disposition, | will be a proud and happy.faitiehow | wish that

| were now in the bosom of my interesting and beloved family. dl keodv no greater joy
The instantaneous possession of all the gold in California could notgive joy | should
feel to enfold, at one fond embrace, my beautiful wife and her charming chiddténmust
wait a little longer for there is a good time coming bye and bye.

Now something about myself and my prospects here. In my ladblgtiarl informed you
of my safe arrival here for a more full descriptianyofrip down here you may refer to a letter
of mine published in th&/ew Orleans True Deltsigned B dated Jan.™i this city. Ask
father to get the paper containing it also the one containingy aldéattd Reddings Diggings
Jan. 1, 1850. Same signature. | did not expect to make anything by my péravherhere
but one day | heard a man in the street say he would give me an ounced bfagnlttiiwrite
him a letter about who had just come in from the mines, so hiookp and he was so well
pleased with it that he said whenever | chose | might write and he weuleé ¢ie same price
SO you may expect to hear from me through that sourcearadhsi Well in my last letter |
informed you of my having to work and the house blew down and that | had rented the
premises and was intending to carry on business but misfortunesonevesingly just got
ready for business when the water rose and caused the oven to fall gdawdldwtl having
insured the oven to stand rather than build it up again took the househathds and | took
a quantity of stock, tools, and ??? instead of money. | thenanasiegangement with a
gentleman who agreed to furnish shop and oven and half of thergtagpk ia partnership.
Well just as we got the oven built and | expected to go to watkday there arose a
tremendous storm which caused the river to rise and inundated teeigntiFortunately the
oven is still standing and as soon as the water leaves the city | shalfligartd dmwell |
think as almost every oven in town has been destroyed by the flood, loug tiosee that |
am the picture of bad luck but | really aught to make some mdriegve made sacrifice
enough to merit some return but it may be it is a judgment uporr esterting my host of

duty.

| shall continue in this city until the first of June, when | sti@d astart home or try the mines
again until the weather becomes cool so that | can cross the Istlafagyifor | must return
to your arms by next Christmas. | could never stay away longgr,randh and how tenderly

| will love and cherish you and if you ever experiencedaggadng about me you will never
do so again. After you feel my faithful heart throbbing against yours. | &itssuarstarted
for the mine about ten days since. | am surrounded by a noisy crowdroidjgage 3) bring
my thoughts to the proper degree of calmness and composure tangrbesides | have told
you about all | have to tell. | have written todbernaby the same mail that will bring you
this and you will learn of that some news that | have not vimitteis. Tell my dear noble
boy to be good and father will be home soon. | fear thatféittbw has forgotten me but |
have joy in believing that there is one at home that remembeget.mi€iss my boy for me
and that other little one who has never yet felt the pressufatioéis lips. Take good care
of your health my darling and keep your spirits up for more thamfhthe time of our
separation has passed and you can now count the time of my retumthy amal soon by
weeks and days, and you shall never know what it is to be separated fromIbirasmuu
again.
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It rains a little almost every day or night here at this season eathéut the weather is
remarkable mild. | have not seen frost but once since Idearein this city. This city is
situated at the mouth of the American Fork by reference to the map you ivitheetoned
and you will like me be astonished at the remarkable mildndissaiéc If this were a healthy
country and it may be after the first season perfectly so | would likeehierk if | had you
and all the rest of the folks with me, but | must bring my letteldsefor | have nothing else
to tell you but how much | love you and | have told you thegdyr so much that any one else
but you if they should see this letter would laugh at me and think | vealgersick swain//
his mistress for her fervor, but if you feel as | do you wilt gew tired of being told of my
love.

| shall ever remain, my dear beloved wife, your affectionate and confiding husband,

B. A. Watson

89. Dr. J. G. Rogers Letter From California
February 11, 1850

Journal, Saturday, April 27, 1856%
From California

We were gratified in being presented a letter from J. G. Rogersf Retersburgh, received
by D. C. Brown, Esq. of that place. Dr. R. went by the Gila’fdat€alifornia, and as he
had not been heard from before the reception of this letters, fears hadlbéarhis safety.
We give some extracts from his letter.

San Francisco, Feb. 11, 1850

Dear SirAt last, after a tedious and toilsome passage, we have atheedaten City, and

truly it is an enormous two-year old. | was prepared to see swttty well grown, but |
had no thought of seeing such a place as San Francisco seems to dimmdhnthe summit

of some one of the many hills that environ it, and look down ugoimtmense mass of
buildings that stud the beach; together with the forest of masts which cover the bay.

This is said to be one of the most unpleasant winters they have himt hieags. It rairg
almost three months; but, for the last ten days, it has been deligither. The sun has
been shining warm and bright as we usually have it in lllinois, ithe of May. Vegetation
is now wearing as lively a green as though it were midsummaere Alkin hopes the wet
season is ended; and under this impression, hundreds are leaving for the mines.

| would not advise any of my friends, who are in business and corafsitizdtied at home,

to come here. | have yet to be convinced that there is anythingdam@ato pay a person
for all the sacrifices that must be made in coming here; but as soon as | am coevenied th
sufficient to compensate them for doing so, | will urge them ta cAmget, | do not regret
coming, for | think | can make it pay tolerable.

For a man to live here and do nothing is rather expensiverdiBg is from $10 to $30 per
week, with a cot to sleep on and blankets, but no sheets.

244 Journal Saturday, April 27, 1850, p. 2.

245 Southern Emigrant Trail, also known as the GilalTthe Kearny Trail, Southern Trail and the Bufield Stage
Trail, was a major land route for immigration it€alifornia from the eastern United States thabfe#ld the Santa
Fe Trail to New Mexico during the California Gold $u
https://www.google.com/search?q=gila+route&rlz=1CEBCenUS845US845&0q=gila+route&ags=chrome..6
9i57j015.4449j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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The boarding at $30 per week is very good and would vie with thathefst houses in St.
Louis. There are more lawyers and doctors here than old JolwaiMcsaw during his
visionary visit to the old gentleman of the Lower House;tknd, when a man falls sick, he
is soon surrounded by more doctors than a dead mule is, on the plainseisy Mnalve been
practicing a little, and had the pleasure of pocketing a $200 fetaghday. But it is not my
intention to stay here. | expect to start to the mines to-morrow.

| would have told you something about our journey through, butlitrig) dale, and | have
now neither time nor patience to attempt it. To all our friendsuld say, never say, never
take the same route. My respects to all my particular friends, @ahdntellshall recur with
pleasure to the many happy hours | have spent with them, and still look forwangketigoith
when | shall once more take them by the hand.

Your sincere Friend, J. G. Rogers

90. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City
February 22, 1&0?%

Sacramento City February 22nd 1850
Dear wife & Children

| take this opportunity of addressing you a few lines informing yay giice of location. |
am now in this City in business such as selling goods at auction and a general regihbusine
produce. | will and anything that | can make money in. |lam@mabout the 20of
December last year from the upper mines two hundred miles up thaldxe this place. At
that place | remained about three months and during that time | did nairfeaday of good
health. and much about | was able to be up and at it during the most of thé tae.
in that mines only about five days in that time and much about twenty doltayg gering
the time as was here when | came here. | had not more than akeuhtimdred dollars
The most of that was made in speculating since | have beenl ihenee been about three
weeks out provisions at some expense of about five dollars per tayf whicse was money
---fast.1 finally in connection with Mr. Dean and Mr. John F. RobesonHi@ugnt and went
into business about the time got started the river rose andwedrthe whole CitySome
places the water in the streets was ten to fifteen feet deep and ittotivesth@aces from two
to three feet deepDuring that time went aboard of a ship. On the river thersailing
vessels here from all the citys in the States besides from wibstr afountries.There are
generally from thirty to fifty vessels lying here at the wharf andfatinera new city is a very
business place. It is about three times as large as Springfield] [#idoonly one year old
and more businesses done in it in one day than is done in Springfieldritha kve in our
small business are selling from one to two hundred dollars per day and cfao@seing

And when the rainy season is once over, we shall not be troubled vétiamaifor at least 8
months so we can make ourselves easy on that share. We have nathligidening in this
country, such a thing is unknown. No ice. Sometimes a whiie &astoldest weather here
in the valley of the Sacramento but we are surrounded by snoedomeeintains winter &
summer. | have scarcely been out of sight of snow since the first of July lasfirghearhe
thru the Rocky Mountains. In two days travel | could go whereeiit feet deep. Such is
the climate and country that is covered with gold in this re§emple __ no vegetables no
greens nor anything at all but Beef Cattle and some few hogs and them they never feel but the
Beef is the finest in the world. The people that came from Sekihgfe scattered all over
Calafornia that | cannot tell you much about them. Some are here intB®eigy  and
are generally wellCaptain Roberts and his company [are] here. The Ledlies arbutere

246 The Society of California PioneeitS057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 6.

204



Letters From California and Oregon 5018

Robin Ledlie is very siék. Those that came with me are scattered all over the colvry.

A. B. Johnson one of our Company is deade died in November.| believe Nathan
McDaniel and Johnson was together at the. tikhe Daniel is about forty miles from here.
And was well when he lefReuben McDonald was sick the last | heard from him two miles
from this city. James Gormley came down to the City about the samditraad is getting

well and heartyThe Webers company have dissolved and scattered over the countsg as mo
all other companies have done and are generally welha$ Ferve heard except Mr. Rodham
was quite unwell when | heard from him last. Mr. Saunders and his wife to Pueblo. Dr. Don
Rosse where Mr. Reed lives and | have not heard from them Bivead from Mr. Reed in

the fall James ___ and family were well and he is ver@relof his neighbors told me he
was worth one Million Dollard. believe | shall close this lettet times | have been very
negligent in writing but for the future shall write oftéeretofore | have been in the woods,
two hundred miles from every place and had no chance to send letters andell

and did not feel much like writing but | am now in tolerable good healththimk | shall
enjoy good health for the future while | stay in this country. | caaypeatt present when |
shall return home not until | make considerable of money ofedaut hope you will get along
very well without me. | shall send you some money the first gpoduwnity | have not
received a letter from you since | left St. Joseph Missbiame since | have been in this
country and of course am very anxious to hear from ydtsallary hard to get letters from
the States Thomse« th@ are a great many have not heard from home since they feft whe
you write direct your letter to this place and I think | shall get titeoutwinuch trouble. Give

my best respects to all enquiring friends and tell them if they wistiure @ great many
hardships and a great deal of suffering and make plenty

91. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City
February 26, 1853

Sacramento City Februantt26850
Dear wife

| received your letter dated last August and was sent to here from you all eveneadldbat lat

it is the only letter | have had from you since | left SasefphoMissouri Glad however to

hear you were all well. Some of my Springfield friends haaiege letters as late as October
which state the families of those here are generally well which istsfawtica | hope you

will write at least once a month so that | can hear from you RIQPW PLQG \RXU VSHOOLQJ WI
you speak of in your letter. It makes no differencedo| never saw a letter yet | could not
read in the English language. | am well and doing very well inathisgCity.| do not know
whether | shall remain hex@ go to the minesThe mines are very enticing. Some are making
one to two hundred dollars per day but that is not the usual avéage of the miners,
perhaps not more than 12 to 16, is commonly made there hirtgms very hard labor that
however no one is afraid of if in good health and he can make gl&uido | wrote to you

about one month since and gave you a description of the country asd placRobinson

the tinner receives a letter from other Roberts of Sptohgfaionary. There had been about
two hundred building built in Springfield the last seasbat is good for Springfield butree

we build that many in a week, almost | might say on a Sunday éoistimer Sabbath in
Calafornia alasSunday we sold about three hundred dollars in goods that is the waydwe spen
the Sabbath in the City.iquor and Gambling houses are wide open here every Sunday with
full bands of music playing and thousands of dollars lost or won in rthef tar card.

247 Joseph Ledlie was a surveyor for Sangamon Cotietylid the surveying for the Chicago & Alton Radd. Ledlie
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on Janu@nyi&12. His parents were Arthur and Catharine ieegho
immigrated to this country from Ireland in 1801séph moved to Springfield around 1846. He marriessMimma
Snell in 1881. Emma was born in Massachusetts lyrdJu818 arriving in lllinois in 1865. Joseph Lieddied on
May 4, 1893 with Emma passing in March 1903.

248 The Society of California Pioneer8057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter 7.
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Everything goes here. In the high pressure money is no objectndlent fast and some
spend it as fast as the makeMtr. Hodge of Springfield came up a few days ago from where
Mr. James F. Reed lives. Reeds family are all well and rich &itie?) a

Virginia Reed was married a few weeks ago to a man naanstieldl, worth he says eighty
thousand dollars. Capt. Keys is rich so is Miller that came here withIRéact. everybody
is rich here that has been here any length of time if they triemktband save money. Mr.
Saunders and his wife are not. Pueblo de Oase lase where Mr. Reed lives a keeping Gabean
a 2doing well. Some are doing well who came from Springfiekbarelare not. Some well
and hearty are walking in streetand doff PHWKLQJ ZK « PDNH MR GROODUYV S
that is their own business not mine. Capt. Roberts is getting richsvealy those from
Springfield are in good health at this time as far as | Kiavshall McDaniel has gone to the
mines. | have not heard from him for over a month. Mnsley is well and hearty and went
to the mines about two weeks aljatheny s at Reeds. Mr. Dan is with me in business here
and is wellHe wishes when you receive this that you will send word to his hthaesttect.
Mr. D. F. Robinson is also with me in business and well. MrsnJB. Weber, Biddle,
Fulton, Richardson, Hodge, Spotswood, young seen within the last few days.
They are all well. Those died since we came here ashigarasfrom biz are Shields
the blacksmith, F. B. Johnson, Robert [S.] Lightfoot and Hémpterd. People are getting
much more healthy than they were during the Rainy Season. That Sedmart over now
and we shall no reason scarcely from you & motHergot to statéhat S. D. Ledley[Ledlie]
were here and that John Ledlie had been very sick but is regoxany fast. | would like to
see you all very much but | should be very sorry to be in Springfiald/lgde now & soon |
may return | cannot say as soon however as | get well pamsfing the plains & mountains.
Write often direct to this City

My love to you and

my Children

Yours until separated by distance

92. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City
March 21, 1856%

Sacramento City March*2B50
Dear wife & children

| take this opportunity of once more addressing you a few linesimgorou that | am well
hoping you are likewise enjoying the same blessing. Mr. Lingfield is rétamagnd will
hand you this letter. The people from Springfield are generally Witlare well as far as
know except John Ledlie who is quite unwell as yet. | wrote hgtteatement the particulars
of where most of them wer&ince then | know of no change in their locations or what they
are doing. Mr. Dean Robinson and myself settled up our business of them wishing to
go to the mines. Capt. W. E. Roberts and myself are now indsigigether selling goods in
this city but trade at this time is rather.duthink it is very probable we shall go to the mines
in a few daysWe cannot be ___in Calafornia unless we make money fashimtiee Men

are doing well | saw a man this evening who tells they are making in the minesitbgty m
from this place from sixteen to fifty dollars per day. Tthat ie than we are making here
and of course we shall endeavor to go where we can make money faste#ty i growing
very rapidly perhaps too fast. | think there are more in mssthan will be able to sustain
themselves at present; however, it is hard teFiegple are coming every day from the states
and | am told that there will be more emigration from the States thtbareavas lastHow

true that may be | cannot say. When you write please tell wimiigydrom Springfield|

249 The Society of California Pionee8057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 8.
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have not received but one letter from you since | have beerafor@el. This is the fourth |
have written| hope you will write as often as possible and let me know how you are doing.

If you need any money write immediately and | will send it to yba.réason | have [not]
sent you any was because | was speculating and could use atfilveastage but have still
been making money and can send you some at any time. The rainingiseaso about
over. We have had some clear days we will now have almutrsaths without a drop of
rain which is much more pleasant however than five months rain whihave passed
through. The nights are very cool and frosty but has not been cold enough ee@tintth
make ice this winter. Grass grows in the country all winter iandany places at this time of
year six or eight inches higPerhaps | shall not be able to send letters as often as | have done
KHUH ODWHO\ IRU WKH IXWXUH EXW | GoRaxh&Histam RideZIULWLQJ RQ Wi
cannot ___to those near here | can. | have not heard from Mr. McBardelhe left here in
December nor from Gormley since he left for the mines bruggy. Matheny has gone to
mines south of thisMost of the Springfield men are north of this . Hickox has gone to
the Trinity River mines two hundred miles north of this. He is in fine health and spitits and
think he will do well You may think strange when | say | think he will do well but then you
DUH QRW DZDUH SHUKDSV WKDW WKHYVYR @ WHHDJHD W KHLQA E R DWIGL
I know men here well and hearty doing nothirgfuse to work for one dollar per houdf
FRXUVH VXFK PHQ G RNanwhdbéEH siekRa@dHdf course could not make
money. In your letter | received, Mary Ellen sent her.nbteas glad to see. Tell her and
the others to do the same. | am glad to hear from them in theiwigivmg and hope they will
be good children while | am absehshould be very sorry [upon] my return to hear they had
not been good and obedient children.

Eli Cook

93. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City
March 25, 18563

March 258 1850

Not having started my letter yet | take this occasion to add afeWres to it. Capt. Roberts,
Mr. Dean and myself with some others have concluded to go to the Trieityrities from
this City. Up the valley of the Sacramento River, the gramsheifig about one foot high.
After we leave the valley we cross the vast range of mounteimare/tdovered with snow.
The distance across is only about 20 miles. The mines theggddte be very rich. Provisions
are high there Flour has sold there this last winter as high five dollars per pouwme
thousand dollars per BarrePork same price. We shall take our provisions with us which are
plenty and cheap here. Flour is only fifteen dollars per bamnel Isince | commenced this
letter | have heard from Mr. McDaniel. He is well at preabout 40 miles from here in the
mines. | heard from Mr. Coflin. He is well and doing well. [@ormadey is here and has
made money Mr. S. R. Wiley came here a few days ago from San Fangikca stock of
goods He is in good health and spirit. Mr. Fairchild is here playing in the @liestiead of
lecturing on temperancede drinks like a fish. | will close this letter merly saying togtou n
to be disappointed or uneasy if you do not hear form mevéoot three monthsl shall be
in a country where it will be difficult for letteBnce commencing this letter | received three
letters from you and Emeline although written a long time since glagao read them. They
were all written in July lagEontinue writing to me to this place. When | come down pea
them. My love to you all

| remain your affectionate husband & Father Eli Cook

250 The Society of California PioneeitS057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 9.
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94. Charles Maltby Letter From Sacramento, California
Journd, Thursday, March 28, 1858*

From California2 2Hints to Emigrant$;2

We copy the following from a letter written by Mr. Charles Maltbydated at Sacramento
city, on the 16th of January last. Mr. M. and his wife went witdvénland immigration last
spring, and arrived at Sacramento city on the 20th of Septembéemntédiately went into
business in that city as a tavern keeper, and is doing well. Hdchopde some money
within a year? 2 'enough to gratify his moderate degiré3and then he designs to return to
lllinois and enjoy it. His whole letter is interesting; but as wifuith contents has been
anticipated by other correspondents, we shall only give the following eatraitts fr

The necessary outfit.?A word to those who intend to emigrate with their families to this part
of the world. Provide yourselves with ___ of young thrifty, éattie5 to 7 years old. A light
strong and well built wagon that will carry 2500 or 3000 poundse @over, strong cotton
canvas tent, provisions for six months, anything that will keep goodamndheStart as early

as possible say by May first. Pure water to drink (you will findoadatater which will Kill
cattle.) | dort a couple of good milks cows will be valuable on the route

Instead of Marg River take the Southern erroute. On Marys River and vicinity vigilance
and care will be required to prevent the Indians from stealingcgtile. Follow these
directions and you may arrive in California by the first part ofrfle@ter sooner, withdu
much trouble processing.

The proper immigrant$.2 Therere two classes that would probably do well to immigrate to
this part of the world. First2those who are by misfortune or other causes, involved in
pecuniary difficulties from which it is impossible to extricate thesisélere, in a short time,

by industryina ___ economy, they may find a position to enjoy the comforts aed afxuri
life. Secondz2those who prefer the risk of acquiring wealth in a country whésty $sc
unsettled; where schools and churches will be unknown for years; angurstiiteof such
wealth, old associations must be severed, near and dear friendsnfoadjotite happirss
derived from them sacrificetRif there are such men (and there are many) they may do well
to come here.

There are not half a dozen floors in the city amdriot under wate 2and immense amount
of property has been destroyed, and business is at an entire stamgstilliidings have been
moved from their foundations. The inhabitants removed to #relsl The country presents
an appearance of almost entire waste of waters. VvEh@rplaces is now from 20 to 40 miles
in width. No lives were lost. The rivers now receding, andpeehabin a few days business
and trade will be as brisk as usual.

Tuesdyg the 18" 22weather clear and beaut#dkemperature sunrise 32; noon 54 at 22

Wednesdy the 19" 22our own members we were more or less afféétall, except.B.
Watson, Ben Taylor and myself were prostrateiir. Biddle was at this time absent and has
so far escaped any sicknessExceedingly disagreeable with rain and snow during the whole
day and night. This evening we heard of three men having been murdereddiagyeiace
about 3 miles from our encampment. |Is supposed to have beebyltrdians; this however,

is uncertain. Temperature sunrise 32; nd@rsunset 32.

251 Journal Thursday, March 28, 1850, P.
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Thursdy the 20" 22cloudy and damp. At 5 p.m. commenced raining and rained at intervals
during the night. Mr. Reeves, of the Young Bien_is now so much recovered as to be able
to take care of himselOur men are all well. Temperature sunrise 20; noon 38; sunset 40.

Friday, December 21 2 2today the weather has been exceedingly disagreeable, it haadhg rain
incessantly the whole day and night. The snow has been very heasggesloffaslowly.
Members are all well andrl ___in camp. Temperature at sunrise 41; n86nsunsett3.

Saturday, December 24 22This morning it was foggy and extremely warm. The rushing water
in the mountain ravines on every side are sweeping with auedntush towards the
Sacramento Rivet.ower grounds are already inundated in the streets. Watson and Johnson
worked as ____, and raised $10.®lll and myself went ___ making good gold madtk
commenced raining in the evening and continued all night. Temperaturesrdayeste

Sunday, December 25 2 2the rain ceased this morning; the sun made its appearance, and the
day has been beautiful over Oh well. The days spent in writing letters, which we intend to
forward by « Reeves, who leaves for Sacramento early on Tuesday morairgarnioe.
Temperatures without much variation.

I now give you a plane and polished account of the acts and sormethingompany, day
by day, from the time we left Springfield up to this date. Though yosemaiothing very
encouraging in them, we think we should feel grateful to it kind thénbemeficent
providence for the health and success that has at all times attended owgntsovempared
with others around us. When we reach the gold region the weather waslgxtot which
would have some sickness in every courtiyir. Robert [S.] Lightfoot G L H G dByd &ba.

95. John B. Weber and George B. Goudy Letters

John B. Weber went to California in 1849 with The lllinois and California &lutu
Insurance Company. He returned to Sangamon County, lllinois in the fall of 1851.

Journal Wednesday, January 23, 1858

Christopher Logan at New River

In 1849, Christopher Logan, in company with his brother David, came across the plains to
California. The following is a report on his travels.

Journal, Tuesday, January 29, 1858

252 Journal Wednesday, January 23, 18503p.
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96. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Sacramento City, Upper California
February 24, 185G°

Sacramento City, Upper California,
Feb. 24, 1850

Mr. J. C. Planck:

The government is enlisting men down at the Bay, | understood, to go through with an
exploring party to the States. They give them $10 per day.

Many of our people will hardly ever have money enough, at ometdirpay their passage
homes3yet there is gold here, in vast abundance, in the mines in which | have workésl; there
gdd upon every square yard of the country for miles around, taguires work! Work!

Work! Work! To find it. It is very uncertain business, because ame not satisfied with
three or four dollars per day, which they can make upon almost all the bars; but it absts abo
half of that for provisions.

After working awhile for that, they spend all they make in prospecting for beitigs daggl
about one out of ten find better diggings and make money, and aboutdwofttiiose who
are successful lose all they make at the gaming table. Nearlydgvgayhioles. | have seen
fortunes won and lost in an hour. There is no concealmehe giractice here. The tables
are in public places in the houses, and the houses occupy the most conspicinstipéace
City.

Mr. J.John] B. Weber arrived here yesterday from abowvesays all of the company to which
he belongs are well and have done tolerable well. Lewis Johnson self] hersays, have
made each some eight hundred dollars. Messrs. Weber and Bitdlid trading on the
Trinity, next summer.

| have seen more money since | have been here than | ewbefae in my liféyet it will
command ten per cent per month.

John Ledlie lays at the hospital very ill with the scurvy; but, | think, he wilt.recove
John Rodham has been sick all winter and unable to work. Hedéawp to Redding

Diggings. Hodge got up here from San Jose this week.
B. A. Watson

Death of Christopher Logan
(1828-1850)

Christopher Logan died in 1850 at age 22.
David Logan Moves to Lafayette, Oregon

In the spring of 1850David Logan moved to Oregon and located at Lafayette where he
practiced law.

254 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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William L. Van Doren Goes to California-Spring 1850

William L. Van Doren, born in February 1810 in New Jersey, married in 1832 in Warren
County, Ohio, to Sarah Hagaman. They had one child, and moved to Sangamon County, lllinois,
arriving in the fall of 1834, in what is now Curran Township. They had six childoen in
Sangamon County, and in 1845 moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where Sarah Hagaman Van Doren
died in October 1848. In the spring of 1850, William at age 40 went to Califamgathere
married, in 1853, to Cornelia Fulkerson. He returned east and camangfiSjol and kept the
Chenery House from 1866 to 1868. In August 1868, he returned to California, atet! nesi
Petaluma, Sonoma County, California. His son, John S., lived in Petaluniiés dadghter, Anna,
married John Rogers and resided near Petaftima.

97. Alfred R. Elder Letter From Oregon

Late from Oregm.

Mr. J. C. Planck has kindly presented the following letter for puldlicétiis from a late old
citizen of this county. The writer is in love with Oregon. giWe the letter nearly entfre
although, it will be seen it was not written for publication. éj#ee to learn that our old
friend Durham, who was reported here as d&adalive and reaping the reward due to his
honesty, industry and enterprise.

OREGON TERRITORY, March 8, 189.
Mr. J. C. Planck

Dear Sir3l promised to write to you after we reached the place of our destinatidhnow

try and comply with that promise. | have a great many things to talk about that will have to be
left unsaid, for the want of time. | am very busily engaged theheeather is so that | can
work. It is raining at present, which gives me an opportunity of watire short letter.
Myself, John Kereth, and my boys, are employed in hewing timber for thealnipisido the
California market. We get 20c. per foot delivered on the bank of thenWite river; which

is not more than fifty steps. We make from eight to twenty sallpiece per day, when we
work. This no doubt will surprise you, nevertheless it is fbe.Country is flooded with
money, and every thing, except dry goods, is very high; potatoesdmaselling for $6,00
per bushel; onions at $8,00; eggs at $I,50c. per dozen; butter at $1.0anukelery thing
else in proportion3all owing to the demand in Calilornia. But while things are going this way,
"your uncle Fuller," is wide awake. | have been building sonreeghifaor Mr Dunham just
across the river from me, and I'll venture to say you can't guess whatdujjelirfigrthem.|

will have to tell you. Well, | get twenty-five dollars for an insideepiome story high. Oh!
how | pity the poor bricklayers in Springfield. | fancy | see them just emeavgirigdrpork
house, covered in grease, while your humble servant is fine andyatgehg genial air of

an ever green forest. Tell the poor fellows to flee fageeto this land of plenty, whose
Mountains tall in majestic grandeur, rise, clothed with eternglPme® emblem of purity and

of bliss2a land of pure and limpid streams that rush in torrents from their mountain home
a land of forests tall and green, a source of never failing 3adaltid of Valleys rich with
luxuriant grass . * * * * Here | had to make a full stop, bechuwsas interrupted by my
youngest son, who came running in to announce the fate of a BedradHhallen by the
unerring rifle of his brother ThomasJames Williams, John Keneth, and myself went out and
helped bring it in. | shall not attempt to give a description of this be@aotihtry. It is more

like the land of Palestine (from the idea | have formed of itatiathing | have ever sedn.
would undertake to give you a description of the route, and its grasubdinte scenery; but

| suppose before this you have had letters from Ben. Watsonf emurse he would describe
those natural curiosities which are to be seen; but with all the powessess, with all the

25 Power, p. 739.
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language we can command, it would be impossible to give you any piccond the
greatness and magnificence of those wonderful displays of God's naightyl poll however,
undertake to give you some idea of the soda springs, whicheusetn in the Valley of Bear
River. These springs are situated on the north side of the rivéris point the mountain
comes in near to the river, leaving a good smooth road fansmageass. The river bends to
the south its course and empies into the salt lake. The springsatee situifferent points
among the cedar and pine, which give a very romantic appeartecetiole scene. Around
each springs a crescent substance of a white yellowish cast, s@resnavstil they have
formed a mound with a basin in the top. The gas not being sutficiertetah@mwater any
higher, it has been forced through another part of the mound. Thesgsgiffer from each
other in many respects, very materially. They differ inagsidan quality, water in heat, and
in cold, in stiliness, and commotion. There is one spring just undemtheftthe river to
the left of the road, very strong and cold, and when taken withleniititesyrup, the water is
very fine, foaming and boiling equal to any that ever ran\Watson's fountain. But the
greatest curiosity is a spring a quarter of a mile below this, wéhavert turns to the south.
It is called the Steamboat Spring. It throws the water fientoawo feet higtgiving out a
soundlike the puffing of a steamboat. It is a singular and beautiful placgrotihd, as you
pass over it, sounds as though it were hollow. It seemsaaré Nad done this for the
purpose of teaching man his weakness. While you are contemplating thefssemagpanes
by which you are surrounded, you are suddenly called upon to covisadés going on below.
Hark! what a death-like, hollow sound, as if some unknown monstedden deep in the
earth, in convulsive agonies, putting forth his dying powers! This is but a fapitotestri
the Soda Springs and the surrounding scenery. If you wish tarkytbimg more about these
matters, you must get off that old leather seat of yours, and thekndbr yourself. | must
devote the rest of this letter to something else. If you and Maeréoveeme here; you with
a good assortment of boots and shoes; and M. with tin-ware andystowesuld both be
richer thar? 3 in two years. Boots are worth from ten to fifteen dollars a pas Bbm two
and a half to five dollars; stoves are worth from foropéohundred dollars. | paid one
hundred dollars for a stove without ptpbout such a stove as No. 2 St. Louis Victory. George
Goudy paid two dollars and a half for a coffee-pot holding a half gallon. This ispdoette
to make money than the gold mines. The Oregon people have hadthe===== pick and
choice of the mines; and they are now improving their country wigbltheThey are building
mills and sawing up the cedar and the fir timber for the Californkgtmd.umber is worth
from eighty to one hundred dollars a thousand. While | ath® subject of mills and lumber,
just let me tell you about Durham. You remember, it was said hewnvdsd&ad in a mill
where he was at wotthat he was shot by some one. About the first man | met after | got into
the Valley, was Durham, he is alive and ?itte had two mills on Clackamas River. He sold
one, for nineteen thousand dollars in silver. He owns khipa He has sold six thousand
dollars worth of town lots. He bought a claim just acrosséhérom where | livégave four
thousand dollars for it, and has since laid out a town on it. dhleesellent mill seat, and he
has sold two-thirds of it for twenty thousand dollars. He has all hismsilland is building
a mill. This is the death of Durham! | suppose you would like tthelisame death. | am
living, for the present, five miles below Oregon City, on thaniéitte. The country around
here is heavy-timbered and mountainous.

| intend going thirty-five miles further up the valley in April, to Yam Hill @ourhave been

up there and have selected a claim. It is a beautiful prairie cmamsjsting of valleys large
enough to admit of settlements, sufficiently large for &l pocposes. These valleys are
surrounded by beautiful hills, covered with rich grass and white-oak tigdmeblieg, at a
distance, an old apple orchard. There is a town building up at théliWdralls, called La
Fayette. It is the county séatfhere are four stores in it, and it is improving very fast. There
is a large flouring mill being built there, which will be in operation in3Juinave three lots

in this town. My claim is six miles north of the town. | have bsadfwenty-five dollars a
thousand for all the brick | can make this season. | expect toabake three hundred
thousand. Yam Hill River is very deep, and is navigable for steaoftmatsall size, as far
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up as La Fayette. Beside this, there are seven hundred thoukarsdndov in store for the
purpose of building a rail road from this county seat to the mouthWiltamette3a distance

of forty miles. So you may judge of the prospects | have bediee making a fortunel
have alteady laid the foundation for a fortune, and, with tleeiexge | have already had in
our new country, | think, | shall be able to profit fromghst. The day is not far distant when
this will be one of the greatest commercial countries in the world.

Its commerce is increasing continually, vessels are comingyidavéaden with goods and
money; others are moving off with their cargoes of lumbar, flotatoes, onions, eggs, &c.,
their canvass full spread before the breeze, carrying the staedspangkr in triumph o'er

the pure and tranquil waters of the Columbia. | arrived ig@rgust in season to avoid the
hard times we have to encounter in the settlement of a new country, and just in sEeson to
a good start with the times. | have already made one thalatlanst and you know | needed

it, and | believe you will be glad to hear of my doing well as wefl laedy else. But | must
leave this subject and talk of something that will please you better.

When we arrived at the Salmon Falls of Snake riveinthiiens were there with plenty of
Salmon of the finest kind. | thought they were the finest fishtbsted, but they are nothing
to compare with those caught at the mouth of Columbia river; it woyttlidsoul gooda
get a pull at these fine fish; and if you ever expect to enjoy fyiouksedven, according to
your theory, you will have to come and get some of this salmonydanr imill you look with
longing eye and increasing desire upon those who will be partaking of thissdelid. |
judge this fish story will make brother Beers lick his chops aTlgtlenim "to tarry not on all
the plains." This is the country for him, | wish he were here. ufd bave some of my old
friends here it would please me very much; but | suppose your destrsit on your old
leather seat and pull out to the day of your death, and never kpduwranbut the knife, the
awl and the bristle. Arise from your lethargy! Scatter youtht tour winds and, like a man,
stand upon your dignity. Strange that a man of your broad and expankeaxdfsteuld sit
forever over a boot last and pegging awl, with uplifted hammer and teyescadVhy will
you (as uncle Jack Turner said, in one of his mellow moods,) téea dysentery (sedentary)
life? 1 know you would be delighted with the romantic scenery thdtpresént itself to your
view; for instance, the Devil's gate, and the Independence rock, on ¢heafave A great
many persons traveled the road last season, who were in sgatdh aid nothing but that
could satisfy their curiosity. Nature had no attraction for ttrmtowering snow-capt
mountain was nothing to him whose eyes were bound to Earth's glitasnge. But with
all these scenes of wonder, pleasure and enjoyment, we wdraepealléo mingle our tears
with those who wept over the fate of their unfortunate friends ampduciams in travel. The
cholera visited our ranks and slew many of the emigrants. | 8everkailled by the discharge
of guns in the wagons, while taking out a tent, or some other aséwleohe man killed on
the north fork of the Platte, at the mouth of Deer Creek. Hg fnom Moultrie County,
lllinois. He was walking at least forty yards from the wagon, when he was shangl aupull
a tent it caught the hammer of the gun, the ball entered hig brehbe died immediately.
The same company had previously killed two men by the same kindle$saess. They
were from Louisville, Ky. Many a poor fellow, whose hopes igh and flattering, was
suddenly called to his long and dreary home, and now nothing but theeaaitbeghd pine
board mark the resting place of the weary dead. How still andubéstiee grave, When
life's vain tumult's past; The appointed place, by Heaven's dezxe&eRus all at last. There
kings and princes, small and great, Partake the same repose; Andpbace the ashes mix,
Of those who once were foes. | must begin to bring this letterldse, least | weary your
patience . * * * * | think from all the accounts we have from California, thegrésitarisk to
run in hunting for gold. All bear testimony to the sickness in thengaudo valley. And if
you could see the pale faces that are coming from Califo@iagon, it would satisfy your
mind in regard to the health of California. Oregon, without doubtéslthy country. | am
satisfied with it. Here | can enjoy some satisfaction. | am ombtinual fear of having to
send for a doctor; and | can with proper care and industry eédeune in a few years.
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Common laboring hands get five dollars a day. | have just fear8dnford Watson and
his family. They are all well. He lives near his brataeres100 miles from me. Bolivar
Alvey was offered twelve hundred dollars a year in OregotoGilterk in a store, and his
board thrown in3but gold®gold3was the theme. | fear, he will not do as well in California.
Mr. Constant is doing well here; he has been making about tes dotlay, ever since he
came into the Valley, making shingles and hewing timber at from ié@eto dollars per
thousand. [Mr. C. left lllinois in bad health.] | have littlenn left now for compliments.
hope the members of the Old School are all living. If they arengilave to them, one and
all. Tell the learned and accomplished Dr3 that | congratulate him on the success of the
army of the French and the restoration of the Pbfies a strong proof of his infallibility. My
kingdom is not of this world. Tell the Major, if he is alovaftend particularly to the Doctor's
case. And, to Uncle Jack, | would say, Be faithful in the discharge diifyg as a presiding
officer, in those warm and animated debates that so frequzniibetween the Doctor and
the Major. Keep them in ordéif you can. And now, Jacob, | close. Give my respects to
your family, and my friends in general. Excuse this hasty scrawl. Petitgdie wi

Yours, in hope of seeing you again, Alfred R. Elder. ===========

98. Letter From Randolph Moore in California
Journal Thursday, March 7, 185%

A letter from Mr. Randolph Moore, formally of
this city, who with his son, took the overland
route for California last spring, says that they
lost their wagon and cattle: were compelled to
walk 600 miles; and arrived at San Francisco
without money, with precious little clothing, but
in good health. They immediately went to work
at 22 dollars a day--were making money, and
calculated to return to the States in about 15
months, with a considerable “pile. p Mr. Moore
says he is found out that a man in good health
with a good constitution and good pluck, can
stand almost anything in the way of rough fare.

He has tried it and he knows.

99. Hart Fellows Letter From on Way to California
Journal, Wednesday, May 8, 185%7

We see by a letter in the Rushville paper, that our old friend, HanwEgis on the way to
California. He was at Weston, Mo. on thé B. He estimates from data he has obtained
that the immigration across the plains this season, will amount to 3Ul@&eason is
exceeding backward, and some who had left for the plains, were obigeahttor the want

of grass for their cattle.

256 Journal Thursday, March 7, 1850, B.
27 Journal, Wednesday, May 8, 1850, p.
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100. Thomas C. Hammond Letter From California
Journal, Wednesday, March 20, 18588

From California.22The following is an extract of a letter from Mr. Thomas C. iHand
who left this town for California. Mr. H is a reliable man inudigment on the subject of
which he speaks, and it should have weight with those who know him. We hawet ihne d
gives the whole truth in a few words.

From all | had been able to see of it since | have beenlhemge come to the conclusion,
that, although there is money to be made here, yet, when you takecotinat the amount of
suffering a person has to suffer in getting here to say nothing cafifleesahat will have to
be made in company it will not pay even if a person shouldtam o making a fortune after
he arrives. My advice to everyone is to stay at home aodtbat with whatever lot may
befall him there rather than risk their health and comfort in the purswibhatf so many are
struggling for in this last of all countrids. Hammond remarks that he intends to return in
about one yearGalena Gazette

101. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife
May 16, 18506°°
May 16, 1850
Dear wife and children

| take this opportunity of addressing you a few lines informing ydwathah good health at
present. In fact better than | have had since | haveibe@alafornia. Hoping that are all
enjoying the same blesgi | am now located for the present about one hundred miles fro
Sacramento City in what is supposed to be a good mining region; bug sieam full of
water that there is but little a doing in the minBse snow is melting from the mountains
which will keep the waters up until about the first of August which makeagha short for
mining Up here in the mountains the snow 8 miles from here i3 éeet deep 20 or

30 miles higher up is 15 or 20 feet deep. But the weathditésagrm in the middle of the
day; so much so that we do not wear our coats. In theinighguite cool but not
uncomfortable. | am selling goods and provisions here in partpewighiCaptain N. E.
Roberts and Mr. Lane a gentleman for New Jersey. Théwedmatking from Sacramento
City and | stay up here in mountains and sell the goods. We haaektthp goods on the
back of mules for we are in a mountainous country where a wagoha®been and perhaps
never will be. We are not making money very fast but wish to be doing something until we go
to work in the mines. We intended to go to Trinity two hundrddsmiorth of Sacramento
City, as wrote you in a previous letter, but the water were so higé toauld not get there at
that time. | received your letter dated Februan® was glad to hear that you were all well
and doing as well as possible but | was surprised to hear that ymi rekived but one
letter from me. This is the sixth letter | have written you siheed been in Calafornia
Before this reaches you however, | have no doubt you wiltdmeieed the most of them
You want to know what | have to eat and how | sleep. We havéieetyteat that we can
desire such as wheat bread, corn bread butter dried fruit potatoes oneses pereches in
fact almost every thing that you can get at haltee have our store full of almost all these
things at present for sal€he operation of sleeping in this country is very simple. Not much
making of beds When we are traveling, we carry a pair of blankets with us andigien
comes we roll up in them and lye down under an oak tree ifish@re handy. As for sleeping
in a bed | have not done such a thing for one. yAgpair of blankets and the ground is my
bed on which | sleep very sound and suffer no inconvenience from doimgsterence to

the death of Mr. Shield | can only say that he died about the firstalfed last about directly

258 Journal Wednesday, March 20, 1850,2p.
2% The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 10.
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after his company got into the Sacramento Valleywas at Lawson when they came in. |
saw Mr. Shield. He was quite sick. He was with Mr. Anderson & Addisbma few days

| left for the upper mines. | understand since that Mr. Shields wad plabe house of Mr.
Lawson and | have no doubt have all the attention that couldebehgiv until he died and
was decently buried. The men from Springfield are scattered all aferral | have seen

but few of them for the last two or three months Capt. Rolseitstated before is in
partnership with me in busineddlr. Robinsm the Linnes was here a few days ago and has
gone a gold hunting higher up in the mountaifis Dean was here last week. He is packing
and selling goods. The last | heard of Mr. Mc Dartielwas at Auburn about 30 miles from
here. The most of them as far as | heard are well. | was glad to seeamdtdidtte at the
bottom of your letter. Tell her | never forget her orather children. It was for their benefit
as much as yours and my own | came to this country and | think $uegdwdked. | am not
making money fast at this tinmesuppose we are making about three hundred dollars a month
each which is not very much for this country. We hope to do édtém we get to mining.
When | shall come home | can not say at this time. Please write as gitasible.

My love to you all  Your husband & Father
Dear wife Agreeable to your request in a former letter | send yatkafany hair. E. Cook.

102. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from California
June 13, 1858&°

California June 131850
Dear Wife & Children

| once more address you a few lines informing you that | arhog@ig you are all enjoying
the like blessingl. received your letter of Marclt and was glad to hear that you were all well
your letters reach me regularly why mine does not go & lezannot imagineyou say you
have not received but one from me. Yet since December lagt Whitten to you regularly
some of them | have sent by individuals going home and some by mail. After thishdhall
by mail altogether which | think will carry them through with nadedys | am at the same
place that | was when | wrote to you last month about 80 miles 8astashento City in the
Mountains on the waters of the American River trading in partnershipaptttRobertsand

a young man by name of Lane from New Jersey. They pack theqoawelérdm the City
and | remain here and sell them we are doing tolerably well but nogmadmey very fast for
this country. We are going to mining few weeks as soon as the water in the streams get low
enough to work. The waters keep up very late in this county mhe melting of the snow
in the mountains which is very deep some places 20 or 30Tfese is some snow at this
time some 20 miles from this place 8 or 10 feet deep. PacKeain this place 8 to 10 feet
deep. Packed so hard that mules and horses travel over it [dadeslin shines so that while
traveling over it that one has [to] go without his coat. Seng®iag very well mining and
others are not making much some make in this region as hightasolned dollars per day
some days others work haRlO O GD\ DQG GQghQo YayRrhBiNddarnd. Q\NRning is a
perfect lottery but there are few but what can make good wages if thdyaigebut there
are more men in this country that idle their time away than anfrycouhave ever been in
as strange as it may appear for wages for common labtud & dollars per day.have only
mined about 5 days since | have been in the coufitrgt was when | first came in  at that
time | was unwell in the 5 daysnade 64 dollars since then | have been trading selling goods
and done tolerably well but am going to try mining again. As said befong thin&y be one

of the lucky ones. Capt. Roberts and Mr. Lane and myself will mine togmtgerbreak)

260 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 11.
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You say you heard by Mr. Wileys letter that | was with Mr. Bradéord that | had gone to
Weaver Creek diggings and was sick. | have not seen Mr. Brsidfd have been in the
country neither have | been on Weavers Creek since | came to the couttiteyesoust be
some mistake |l was sick when | came into the country | took medicine andcetiet m a
short time and went to the upper mine th®flOct. last from which place | wrote the letter
you received there | remained until thé @DDec. when | came to the City while there that is
while at the upper mines, | was unwell the most of the time and unable tButarks able
to walk about and trade occasionally | have not been down sidksinedeen in the country
but have been able to take care of myself all the while and have alwagsiyhad iploney to
get what | needed after | came to the City | got well in a short tinhaateen well ever
since. | have weighted ___ than | ever did before. | was afrailwas going to get too
fleshy. So the alarm about my sickness is unnecessary and Wileywmade such a mistake

| do not know. | saw Mr. Wiley in the City in March last he Kngas well then. (page break)
Mr. [Reuben] McDaniel came here last Saturday and stayed with rivioadgly morning.
He is well He has gone to the mines some 30 miles above here wherdkGagits and
myself are going in a short time. He has done tolerable weklsihes been in the country
he was sick during the winter but is now well. Mr. Disaat Auburn Landing he is well. Mr.
Gormley is near Auburn working at his trade. He is not entiefllyet he has been sick ever
since he came to the country but is getting bétterCoflin isonthe __ River mining and
has done well and had good health the most of the firnave not seen him. Mr. [John]
Rodham has been sick since he came to the country but has got bettdritheded from
him he is on thdrinity River with J. B. Watson [John B.] Weber, Biddle and Johnson the
carpenter John F. Robinson is up here and well. The Ledliastae City. John has been
sick the most of the time. All except those mentioned are well as Fevashieard they are
scattered all over Calafornia | have not seen one half o§itmeer have been in this country.

Yours affectionately husband parent Mrs. Sarah Cook children  Eli Cook

103. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City, California
July 30, 18566

Sacramento City July"3@B50

| drop you a few lines informing you that | am well hoping yewlaenjoying the same
blessingl received your letter dated May 5th a few days ago. thgayreat pleasure to hear
from you and that you were all well and doing well althoughatspdrom you many
thousands of miles. Still my mind continually wanders back to the diome wife and
children and it would be a great pleasure for me to be with yagaall How soon | may
return | cannot tell at present but shall do so as soon as | can consiBiatrly | have went
through the fatigue and hardship of coming to this country, it is cereaiebgary that | should
make something to recompence me for my troubles if posdilgi@nnot complain of my
success since | have been here. | have not made money fast blohleatolerably welHow

I may succeed hereafter of course | can not tell. ThoseSpringfield are well as far as |
have heard. | have seen or heard from most of them withistitevo or three week$hey
are generally doing well not making fortunes any of us but making soee md kinds of
trade are ___ done here almost as bad as in the statesntgtiire making money and many
will continue to do soThe mining season is about commencing and it is generalyebeli
that times will be good this fallhat some will make fortunes in the mines there is no doubt.
Mining is a lottery. Some make fortunes while others work as dsedgl them and make
nothing. | came down here about two weeks ago from the nmsuitég closed our business
there. Since then | have not been doing much. In a few dagh ¢slat something again
either selling goods or mining. | have not decided which as yet. Reamenang to this
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country as fast as ever. lItis estimated that there are twicg @miag across the plains this
year as did last. A great many have already arfivegsay there is a great amount of suffering
in the world. That there is plenty of gold for them no one doubts if they dqe dimugh to
find it. But many a man works hard all day and for weeks | mjgahdaloes not make his
board while others make their fortunes in a short time. Such igtiheefof mining. Tthe
country is improving rapidly and farms are being opened evemgell. Here we have plenty
of all kinds of vegetables. Many here make fortunes in raising them. |avaEiiarisco a
few days ago. lItis a large city and growing verigvasything is on the go ahead order here.
I will close this letter not having much to wiiteas glad to get notes in your letter from them.
| want you all to do the best you can.

My love to you all

Your husband and Father

Eli Cook

PS Let Franklin tell the Editors of the Register and Journal to diregbapers to me in
Sacramento City.
E. Cook

104. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City, California
September 8, 185%?

Sacramento City SeptemBer850
Dear wife & children

| take the opportunity of once more addressing you a few lines infgonitigat | am well at
present hoping that these few lines may find you all enjoying thblsasing. It is generally
healthy here in the city. It is very healthy as much so as any City. Viemakeosvn there is
some sickness in some of the mines, but take the country altogetheeityi healthy country.

| was unwell for about a week some two weeks ago so that cogel{adithut but am now
entirely well. The people from Springfield are generallaw/@r as | have heard from them

| have heard from the most of them within the last few weeks. Thes lazdlhere in town
doing well. John H. Robinson is here ___ well Mr. Deigrat Auburn so is Mr. [Reuben]
McDaniel both well The others are scattered around the country in differetg ph
frequently hear from them | have heard nothing from any thmet @at in my company except
Mr. McDaniel & Mr.[Reuben] McDonald for several monthshave not heard from [Elijah
Cook] Matheny, Condetr Gormley for those a four months and of course do not know
where they are or what they are doidg. [E.] Fuller and Hodge started home the first of the
month and will be home before you receive this letter no doubtBévijamin [A.] Watson
starts home in a few days. | have received no letters from you since thatmrechizn my

last dated the"of June. | think perhaps there is one in the office here __forl isieall go

in the morning and see. | was told today by Mr. B. Watson that he has ostet¢ived a
letter from his Father that stated that Emeline was masréechain by the name of Morgan
and that you approved the match. All | have to say is that as shad®aher choice, she will
have to abide by it. If she has made a bad choice it withbedwn sorrow if a good so much
the better for her. | hope she has made a wise choice and wish her great joy aeskhappi
her choice. Hoping it may turn out to be a good one, treat him kindly and make tHétbest o
is the best way. Tomorrow | leave here for Nevada City which is7@bailés north of here.

| expect to remain there all wintéflyself and Capt. Roberts are in partnership in the business
of selling goods there. He will remain here the most ofaimiébuy goods and send to me
and | shall stay there and sell. | cannot say when | shallvetnen | have not made money
very fast but have done very well. | do not like to come homé onatile considerable of
money. | think we shall do well in our operation this winter. Provisgeis/ery high in the
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mines in the winter and we intend to have a good stock there by the time thasamgets
in. The mines this season thousands have made nothing whichiimekasher hard here
It is a much better place to make money yet than in the stategraatl many are doing well.

Please write often and direct your letters as heretofore to Sacr@ihento

My love to you and my children
your husband Father Eli Cook

Sept 9 | received your letter this morning of July and was glad to hear thatrgcail well.

| do not know the reason you do not get my letters more relgutée every month. | receive
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to say | hope she has done well, perhaps better than to haiedr@anmley How he may

do | can not say. He has been unwell since he has been in the country and got behind ___. |

have a very poor opinion of him at least | had a crossing the plains last year.

Juliette and Mary Ellen want to know when | am coming home. | canatpsagent.
| will send you money by the first opportunity. My love to you all Eli Cook

105. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
October 24, 18563

Nevada City October 24th, 1850
Dear wife & children

| once more send you a few lines informing you that | agodd health hoping these lines
may reach you enjoying the same blessing. | have notdemeyletter from you since the
one dated in July which makes the time rather long in hearing foonhwas glad to hear at
that time that you were all well and answered your letter the dajvedeit. | am doing
business in this city, the best mining region in Calafornia. Perhaps teageyod here
Within__ miles of this place there is no doubt twenty thousand peopls. cilshhas a
population of 5 or 6 thousand and about one hundred trading hdusesstill in partnership
with Capt. Roberts and think we shall do well this winter. A good nmheySgiringfield men
are returning home. Through them you will hear from this coutmne have done tolerably
well. Others not so wellThose that are here are all well as far as | have meardHfem.
This is a very healthy country.

| shall send you some money the first opportunity | have to sdrit.spare you some very
well at any time but there has been no one a going to our fieiothis place, but will be
shortly Do the best you can and keep the children to school as mucts#seol still receive
notes in your letters from my childreham glad to receive them, and long for the time to
come when | can return and see you all. But after takingphe this country a long and
laborious one, | think it my duty to stay until | can make somethrty paying for the trip.
So | cannot yet say when | shall return home. | received arlettefFdither & Mother a few
days since. They were all well.

This letter is badly written for | have twewnty customers in thendtibeewriting it and has
been done in a hurry.

| forgot to say that Mr. Armstrong and his family are inetleis place and are at present in

tolerable good health. The have lost their youngest child since thdyekavhere. Mrs.

SUPVWURQJ GRQ-W OLNH WKH FRXQWU\ 0\ ORYH WR \RX DOO
Your Husband & Father  Eli Cook

%63 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 14.
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106. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
December 17, 1850%*

Nevada City December 17th, 1850
Dear wife & children

| address you a few lines informing you that | am well hoping that you areyadgehplike
blessing. | received your letter of September therdd was glad to hear that you were all
well. | am in the highlands in Mountains of California, and weoaven the mines of the
Leising reserve. Up here we have rain & snow almost evemlhdzaig one of the best mining
regions of CalaforniaSome are making money fast a(t) mining while many others are mostly
paying expenses. So goes the world in this country. This placetiZsbules north of
Sacramento City. We have a good stock of goods here. Am demadlswbood businesk.

am in partnership with Capt. Robertkle is in Sacramento City and | remain heldere

are some of our acquaintances here Mr. Armstrong and his fantigraikeeping a boarding
house all. Well at present although the most of the family have beenceitkesimave been
here.

Joseph Cook my cousin is here in that place also well and doing tolelaMy.\8hepherd

the daguerreotype likes taken is here doing well. Mr. Mc Clain is herelgesl ito my store
with me HisFather lives near Rochesteie is well and is a first rait young man. The balance
of the Springfield men that have not gone home. | have rat fiem lately the most of
them will be home before you receive this letter. | am otieosé that tarry long it may
perhaps be one year yet before | leave this Country. | cohlasipsezome home with as much
money at this time as any that have returned to Springfield but | ang makiey here and
think it better t wish to return as much as others do but | think | haeefanbtude than the
majority of men and often going through the hardships of thetligklit my duty to make
the best of it and make money in Cal (page break)

By Mr. [William] Weis | send you one hundred dollars in Gold duise will sell it in New
Orleans and give the proceeds of what it brings which will be perhap#iars more One

of the Mr. Weis will call and see you and give you any information whighfbrget to write
---shall the most opportunity send you more money. | should send more ¢hmitime have
been lagging in ____ stock of goods for the winter trade, and are not venyfindh at this
time. | received a letter from Father & me that came acropkathg from lllinois this year
are out here. Mr. Johnson brothierlaw to Mr. Filed & Col spent 3 or 4 weeks here he built
a house for us, he has gone a short time since day d in August the below até¢rathyell,
some of the

At this time[Reuben] McDonald nephew to lles who came out in my company has been her
all fall and is well. | was glad that Mary Ellen & Juliette sent their ndd®s & | and shall
return as soon as possible. My love to you all, do the best yoluararvery anxious to see
you dl.

Yours affectionally

Eli Cook

P.S. Let the Franklins tell the Editors of the Register & Jowtrtal send their papers to me
any longer. | have never received one of them since bleaw in the country. Also tell the
Editors (of) other papers to stop that is the one printed by Stephen Whitehursteftien | |

E. Cook

%64 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 15.
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The weekly
You can take the Register & Journal yourselves if you want them in place of sending them

Joseph Hall Goes to California-1850

Joseph Hall, born on March 19, 1828 in Virginia, was raised in Sangamon County near
Loami. He went to California in 1850 at age 22.

Hyman Fairchild Goes to California-1850

Hyman Fairchild, born on December 2, 1832, in New York, was raised in Sangam
County, and emigrated to California in 1850 at age 18. He married there to Mrs. Mary J. Waddle,
whose maiden name was Barker. They had twins, and Mrs. Fairchild died. Hymamatiiea
in Sangamon County to Mrs. Susan Giger, whose maiden name was Benson. They had three
children, and resided near Grafton, Yolo County, Califoffiia.

Joseph R. Young and Family Go to Oregon-1850

Joseph R. Young married Mary Hussey on February 27, 1829. In 1850 they moved
overland to Oregon, with their three children. A son, David, died on the sumrhi¢ &tacky
Mountains. A daughter, Margaret, died soon after their arrival in Oregon. Joseph died there i
1855 from the effects of a gun-shot wound received in the Black Hawksnarsaldier from
Sangamon County. A son, Stephen, married and practiced medicine at or near McMinville,
Oregon. Mary Young resided on her farm near McMinville, Yamhill County, Or&§on.

Charles H. Whitesides and Family Go to California-1850

Charles H. Whitesides, born in March 1819, in Fayette County, Kentucky, was married in
Springfield to Emeline Sargent. They had five children, and moved to Califort85th when
Charles was 31. In 1872, they were in the Sandwich Islands [H&®aii].

107. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From California?®®
Further from California.

We received yesterday morning several letters from Califoégahall make a few extracts
from them. Theye not of a later date than Mr. Maltbyublished on Thursday.

Advice to friendsz2Mr. B. A. [Benjamin A.] Watson says, what he would advise any of his
friends whose creditors have suffered them to remain out of Mr. \&hekas [William H.]
morning house, to stay at horhéstill, there will be many who will only look to the bright side
of the picturez2who will listen only to the stories of fortunes amassed in a month bfy one
the thousand who come here, and pay no attention to the thousands whmdkenanything,

nor give heed to the warnings that nyghis time have reached home, And you will do as
99 out of 800 will do, and bless their stars when they are safely return.

missing

265 power, p. 295.
266 power, p. 394.

267 power, p. 765.
268
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| am speaking my candid opinion. Why, sir, in this flourishing city ofabekreusand
inhabitants, almost every other building is a drinking and gambling shop, aaedske&n
clustered around their tables many young man, whose indigent fatbesrtidghem out here,

to shovel up a few bushels of the dust, and return home and share their joy dwellitiy days wi

ease and luxuAgAlas! many, very many, are deemed to be disappointed. Ane $dav
older men, whose families are even now anxiously looking fittareras from this land of
riches to meet their pressing necessities, risking their lasodditer turn of a card. Alas!
Alas! they, too, are doomed to the most bitter disappointriiéig.is a fearful picture. | wish
it were not true.

Our Townsmenz 4 will give you the whereabouts of all of our people as fé&nawv| Lewis
Johnson, John Rodham, J.[ohn] B. Weber, E. T. Cabanis, d@RdBddle are up in Redd®

Diggings.

They have a comfortable house to live in, and plenty to live on tlds wiiillip Weber,
James Sheppard, Thomas Bilson and | think our Roffin, are on the Juba Riv&tJames
Parkinson, Joe Crane, and Mr. Bartin, are on the American Fork.

[Augustus] Eastm&h has gone up to the Sacramento River as engineer of a steamboa

R[ichard]. Hodge, Cook Matheny and C. Saunders are at San LJmsis. Campbell and
Thomas Moffa][if are cutting wood 50 miles below here. B. D. RedeSdtl[ely, Mr.

[William P.] Smith, Mr. Broadwell and H.[enry] Doran[d] are at FsatnH. E. Roberts, H

and N. D. Spot[t]swood, Louis Swizler, Arthur and John Gadly, CiMaldsy and lady,
William Prentiss, Lockwood Todd, Eli Cook, John Robinson, BRean, Fuller, Henry
Shephard,R. McDaniel, and your humble servant, are in this city.

The following persons have died: William Sheflds, young man of the name of Smith, who
came out with S. G. Anderson, was drowned in the Sacrameatad Mr. Johnson, who
came out with E[li] Cook. We have been very fortunate not to lose aumyrafmber.

I must conclude, as | commenced, by advising all to be contextathy at home; for few
will be paid for leaving home, families, and friends to come to this country.

William T. Elkin Goes to California With His Father Garrett Elkin

William T. Elkin, born on February 5, 1832, in Springfield, lllinois, went to Gatiiia
with his father Garrett, in 1850, and succeeded well for a time, but eédtonmnaccount of an
affection of the eye&?

108. Letter of George B. Goudy From Oregon: Word on Springfield Boys
Register Monday, April 22, 185¢"*
Letter from Oregon;Mr. George [B.] Goudy, one of the publishers of thezgon Spectatqr

writes to Mr. Edward Connors of the city as follows, in relatitwe ®pringfield immigrants,
who went there last year.

269 See footnote number 186.
270 power, p. 281.
271 Register Monday, April 22, 1850, p. 2.
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A number of the boys from Springfield came here and afterwards v@aliféonia Some
are still here Among the former are Bolivaklvey Charles Harvey, S. Elkin, James Constant,
William Fagg, [Samuel] Fisher and a number of ottizagid Logan is here; has a ferry across
a small stream. Watson settled about 100 miles south of this,highbrether was living.
[Alfred R.] Elder is living about 4 miles from herem iaking shingles at $12 dollars per
thousand. He and all his family are well and getting along fineCa»gbell who also came
here is going to California. The rainy season has fairly corachdt has not yet been very
cold here | believe the thermometers stood at 40° the coldest day we havertawhrily
rains here in the wet season almost constantly this season. It occasiosalfy, dieis then
beautiful. It has been clear now for several days passed. Last night | costithciiefddm

a lot near the city with my naked eyes Mount Hood by moanllgtdnnot « and Mount
Hood is 60 miles from here. This is a tall story but it is true aattvér Oregon may have
been misrepresented it has not been in regard to the beauty ointtry .sdaurn which way
you will, you are sure to see a grand landscape which justly desenaasmdheith the
beautiful and sublime. There are many beautiful scenes in the Caszadaiid. When |
came through them the with which they are densely covered was on fire and the thought of
falling trees across the road rendered it somewhat dang&ouoad passes within 3 miles
«and it is decidedly the grandest view | ever befidid rocks becoming heated from the
immense quantity of timber burning around them were bursting apartrdlypateegular
intervals with a dull and heavy sound echoed among the<«hliigh above with the«
completely covered with piles of snow and ice which fairly

glistened in the rays of the sun in innumerable cascades and

rushing streams dashing and foaming among the rocks and

the high rugged and wild aspect the unsurpassed grand view

of the whole surrounding country all conspired to create

feeling a feeling amounting almost to reverence. | gaze

upon it for an hour and must confess | felt almost

recompense for the hardships and toll of climbing over the

mountains. If such scenes occurred occasionally on the rest

of the journey it would greatly have beguiled time which

hung heavily upon us. Mount Hood by Moonlight'2

Death of Henry Shepherd
(1807-1850)

Henry Shepherdorn on December 3, 1807, in Virginia, went in 1830 to Chillicothe, Ohio,
and was married there to Margaret Peaff. They came to Sangamon County, lllinois, inrn838.
1849, at age 42, Henry went to California and died in Sacramento in the autl®s0of His
widow and a daughter lived in Petersburg, Menard County, lllffbis.

272 https://www.google.com/search?g=mount+hood+moon-+ligat&lC1ZCEB_enUS845US845&sxsrf=ACYBGNR
yggqo2rm2uYe4NKv4D8d58SOE5SQ:1577368169031&source=&thm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiVKk5Srut
PmAhXsxIkKkHVxyDBAQ_AU0AXoECAOQAwW&biw=1536&bih=722#imgrc=ILZ7UbGGWaKywM:

273 Power, p. 648.
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Thomas S. Billson Dies in California
(___-1850)

Thomas S. Billson went from Springfield to California in 1849, and died there in?1850.

109. Eli Cook Letter From California

Journal, Saturday, May 18, 185%°

John S. Bradford Sends Papers and Documents From California

Journal, Saturday, May 18, 185%8

110. Isaac Constant Letter From Milwaukie, Oregon
March 10, 1850
Journa/Springfield, July 18, 1850.

FURTHER FROM OREGON:We have received a letter from Isaac Constant, dated
Milwaukie, Oregon, March 10. He had recovered his health, vasegdlaith the country,

and wished that his family were with him. He had done well by hisgidéakom, clearing 13
dollars every working day. He speaks of the climate, and of the rainemfawsiathers have
done. He was contemplating a trip to Rogue River with a compang,gelithad been
found, in which case he should not return until fall, and then come hoheIbthmus. We
judge from Mr. Constarst letter that he would be glad where he settled in Oregon, with his
family and friends about him. He says it is a good country for industrious meimto liv

111. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Sacramento City, Upper California
April 26, 1850778

My Dear Beloved Wife:

You cannot conceive how buoyant my spirits have been todalrsiceived your letter dated
Feb. 1. I should have received it a week since but | haveutes the city into the mountains
for two weeks and just returned yesterday. | had almostugivegaring from you for |
sometimes thought that you had forgotten me or that your love wasggrold to me but
pride forbade me thinking soHope bade me cherish brighter visions and Faith in your
spotless virtue and ?? carried me still to look to you as thentstac of my existence and
Time has rolled round with his untiring steeds and relieved me lroaneand anxiety.. But
dearest why did you not write sooner? Why did you not tell me when yoritelidow you
passed through your confineme8urely you know it would have been very interesting to me.

274 Power, p. 754.

275 Journal Saturday, May 18, 1850, p. 3.
276 Journal Saturday, May 18, 1850, p. 3.
277 Journal July 18, 1850, p. 2.
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| fear dearest you will weep when you receive my last Id&ar.l thided you to severely for
not writing to me, but | wept while | was writing it, but | did not think dfcthiele the children
were to you preventing you from writing to me but it is all pasamd | am again happy in
the full confidence of my dear wifdove and | shall redouble my exertions to make a good
noise and hurry home to enjoy that sweet love and that very (page Peaitst you must
ask father to tell you about what | am and have been doingvasdiven him a full history of
my business and prospects. | think | shall be able to bring home somethiagbstantial
with me if | have good luck this summeanough to make us independent at least.

| am very sorry to hear that you have so much trouble withittieen and still more sorry to
know that you should suffer yourself to be troubled with the.BDesot indulge in sad
thoughts Llook always on the bright side of the picture and the dafestdme bright soon.
Cheer up | shall soon be with you though not so soon as | once thainghitd for | now

think | have a bright show ahead for making a pile.

| am exceedingly pained to hear that our son is so turbulent in disposition. | have told Father
to exercise a fathercare over him in my absence and | am sure you will sustaid aimd a

in any course his superior years and experience might dictataglddayou are aware of the
danger of suffering Welly to be very often with Moshehmildren for while she is one of the

best women she had got some pretty bad children the small crop | mean.

Dear wife when | travel over this country which at this time lookanlikeen, | sometimes
wish that you were here to enjoy its beauliiegoing up to the mountains last week (page3) |
gathered twenty two varieties of the most beautiful flow8es handsomer than any we
cultivate in our gardensn walking a hundred yards and during the trip | then saw a hundred
different kinds all very beautiful and rich.

The weather here is mild as June at home and vegetation ischamaed. We have had
radishes and lettuce for six wedRat up in the mountains where our store is it is another sort

of climate altogether. It froze ice an inch thick lastl&y night. | think it will be very healthy

up here this summer. The situation is very delightful indeed. If it becomes sickly here | shall
retire to the mountains till fall and then | shall fly to yousand never get out of reach of
them again. | am driving one of our own teams to the mountains andash&hsbrrow
morning again. | expect to be in this city over two weeks tdirfalbet in when | shall sell al

out and then for théBounding Billionguover whose crests | stfgllas fast as steam and wind

can carry to my sweet wife arebWwabies. Dearest let me entreat you to cheer up and be
happy You dont know what effect a cheerful smiling face has upon children and probably
this is the reason your babes are so .cféagticularly the last one as you were so sad so much
during the time you were ?? but it has to be very late and | gnusffsiith one page less this

time but | am still many pages ahead of you. Tell Hetty Billson was here Thunsdated

him to write home but he was too lazy to do so. He was very well and hopes to do something
this summer. | am in excellent health. Write me everlytithgiou know that | have started
home. Give my love to all. Farewell my detdreloved lovely wife.

Your affectionate husband, B. A. Watson
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Missing California Emigrant: Meeting at Spring Creek
Missing California Emigrant Found

Register Wednesday, April 24, 185%? Register Wednesday, April 24, 1858

112. Maria Biddle Receives a Letter From Benjamin R. Biddle
May 1849

It was the first of May, just as Maria Biddle was recoverningjlfiess, that a letter came from
Benjamin, telling her of the hard winter he had just passed through; andreayliegwas
sending her a draft for $300.00 by a friend who was starting for thdHatatiey, and would
be apt to reach Springfield before his letter. He said that his busmesssparing; and that,
as the floods were over and the roads were open once moraildeasite often and send
money frequently.

Benjamins letter, containing such good news, acted like a tonic. sMaeath improved
rapidly, but as day after day passed and the draft, or the mansabdovirag it, did not reach
Springdfield, Maria began to worry again. She was no longer able to kdepstzoat, unless

she received the money Benjamin had sent, she did not see how she could live without aski
for help from her family in Tennessee.

One day, a package came from San Francisco. She thought thairBeaghohanged his
mind and had sent the draft in a box with something else. There was grea¢eixicitéheir
home as the children gatherdidund to watch her unwrap the package, which contained a
beautifully decorated (lacquered) BPaxnlike anything they had ever seen before. When the
box was opened they unwrapped three lovely embroidered shawls that had baarfanade
off China. The girls were delighted with their white silk shawls, embédoidedelicately
colored flowers and edged with heavy white silk fringe. The boys weacgted too when
they saw their nuggets of pure gold that Pa had sent from fatifoffn@3but when Maria
unfolded her shawher lips trembled and her eyes filled with tears. She had navensee
needlework that could compare with the fine embroidery on that simalwhs she unfolded

it and tried it on, it was so large the fringe dragged on the floor as she wadkatie@acoom.

It was only fit for a tall and stately woman who could show its beauty tggadvanta

As the children ran out to show their gifts to their friends, fédirécross the bed and sobbed
as though her heart would break. She was not $andghe needed money so desperately!
She had expected, each day, to receive the draft B. R. had sé¢in¢ exygectation had been
a stimulant to her, after the months of hard work and worry she hpdgsstl through; but
now, instead of the much needed money this beautiful, useless present hdtroostdave
cost enough to have outfitted the whole family! As she grew sladmealized that Benjamin
did not know of her financial difficulties; and that it was his lokerfcand his desire to make
her happy, that had prompted him to buy such a handsome present. He weulthirdk
that it might be too large for her. As she thought of his kindness she smilgh tter tears,
and wrapped the shawl carefully in oiled tissue and put it away, thinking that periedps o

279 Register Wednesday, April 24, 1850, p.
280 Register Wednesday, April 24, 1850, p.
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their daughters might grow to be tall, like Benjanf@amily, and would be able to wear it with
pride and distinction. All well-dressed women wore shawls, at thavémenén wore heavy
woolen ones when it was cold) and Maria had several handsontkeabwesre suitable for
various occasions; and this one was, by far, the most beautiful of them alhédwgrshere

it as long as she lived. Her daughters too were short veonties gift that Benjamin hoped
would give her such pleasure lay folded away for sixty yearsfeihtihto the hands of a
granddaughter who wore it and loved it, because it had been anglfiefidearest companion
of her childhood to the grandmother she adaféd.

113. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From Cold Springs
North Fork of the American River, California
June 8, 1&0°82

Cold Springs North Fork of the American River Cal., June 8, 1850
My Dear Beloved Wife:

You perceive by the date of my letter that | am addressing you from areethesint in the
country, but dearest my stay in this delightful place will be but tempokamy famly stopping
here for the purpose of recovering from a slight attack ofviéthewhich | was attacked on
my last visit to the city and that accounts my love for youeasiving a letter in its regular
time. | did not like to tell you that | was sick and | did not think it right my swedblwrite
to you and not tell you that | was sick and | did not wish to distress yduoved heart
unnecessarily and | was confident | should be well by the time thextiséeeamer would salil
and my expectations have proven entirely correct.

This place is certainly one of the finest situations for health inrldeatvan elevation of some
five thousand feet above the sea surrounded by forests of pine treedl Wiaatfosphere

with a strong aromatic flavor which is highly beneficial to theahuhdgsving a spring of the
finest water you ever saw gushing out of the side of the mauntaitiately at our door make
this altogether the most delightful place | have been in since | have been in the country

You will recollect that this is the point where Mr. Shepherd anddoamg business. He is
now gone to the city with ox teams. | find ox driving is exceedihgvbde over these
mountains, but | believe it pays us about as much as anything we carcgaldtprbbably

have put in my time better to have removed to the city tharvéotle team but | was afraid

of my health. | think it must be very sickly in that place this summer andlighiakt to my
family to take care ofiy health and | intend to do so. If | know how for oh my deavgst |
health and the society of my beloved family is of more importance to me now than gold, but |
must stay here now till fall as all my money is invested in businegsrdntishall be able to
bring a very snug pile home with me. | cannot tell exactly howweuare making in our
business but not far from seven hundred dollars a month eactvahtdliesounds like a large
sum to make in a month daiit dearest but large as it is it will not keep me from starting home
in November.

I long to throw myself into thy beloved arms there to remain till the great reaper cuts us down
to rise no more in this world forever. Oh my angel wife how de@ e the recollection of

your tender love for me is it as warm and tender as everwiNmot ask the question for |

will believe that your love like mine has only become more temderqure and more lasting

by our separation and that if we loved one another before whathh# sentiment that will

fill our breasts when we meet again. If we looked with the Jéndpen each others faults

281 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 109-110.
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previous to our separation, | dbthink we shall be able to see any faults at all in each other
when we meet again. | am sure | shall never find one in yowsur, for though | might

once have thought you would have been handsomer by beingalléttld now think you

are just short enough and just tall enough just large enough andljesiangh and with your

dear sweet little Emily in your arms and my noble boy riding a sticldatmuroom | do

believe you are the loveliest woman in the word, but | must quit thisdhémsieall go off
‘entirely The very thought of such a scene fills my heart with ecstasylness at the same

time and if | should be so imprudent as to indulge longer in this fascinatioglabjd shall

do something very imprudent, sell out my interest here and lose my snug little fortune which |
expect to be able to bring home with me in the fall.

The miners are not doing much in this vicinity on account of the lveitg so very high in
the rivers this season, but over on Deer Creek some 20 miles frgiadkishey are doing
very well indeed. | do not know where Billson is at this timavel hot heard from him since
he left the city two months since. | expect to hear from him when goadin which will
be on next Monday when | expect to receive letters from mwifears the mail was received
there from the states the day | left last but would take them a week to aroamigdivefy. |

will now pause and fill up my letter when | reach the city.

«at out store bringing me a package of letters and paper which Mr. Sheghfendrhe out
of the office containing besides your dear affectionatedeéidrom ??? and Father Jacob.
(faded line is illegible) friends and relations fully apprebmijey | feel when | receive your
dear letters. When | am perusing them | seem to be by your g#ile al sometimes fancy
that | can feel your sweet warm breath fanning my check and youneleffiettionate heart
throbbing joy against min@h «

114. Emily Watson Letter to Husband From Springfield, lllinois
June 24, 1856%

Springdfield, Ill. June 24, 1850
My Dear Beloved Husband:

You letter dated Fel26" | received yesterday | was so happy to get a letter frothatdu
should hear how soon you were going to start home but sad disappointrasmb itead that
perhaps you would stay longer. If | were in your place | wousdayolonger than fall not for
two Californias full of gold. Dearest you must not, | cannot tiveuvi/ou any longer as my
heart is set on Christmas for your returning. | am afraid you dtmgvtno hard do take
good care of your health for that is more precious than gold.

Dearest | commenced this letter two days ago but Pa has bedhanpdtéhave been waiting
for him to get better which he now is. He had a very severe attigbldfdisease. He was
very bad one day but was able to go to the shop yesterday evening. Ivioirks be@o hard
that there is no need for it as there are those there besidéénbusiness is very good. You
wrote to your pa to buy Mr. Wileyplace but it is sold and | am glad of it for | do not want to
live there. If I lived in town | should rather live where fhdm any place in town. Our place
is beautiful now. We have fruit as much as we want. Our stiawl@ not do very well
this season. | think it was so dry after they bloomed, but grapes and plum& ire h
abundance. | wish you were here to enjoy our fine pldims tree is full. | told you in my
last letter that our nectarine tree was dead but a tree that you set at theeafabesithble is
full of nectarines, but the choicest fruit we have is in the hdsiee sweetest little girl you
ever saw. Just imagine the prettiest and best baby that could be and then you see ours. She is

23 Benjamin A. Watson Letters
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always laughing. She begins to talk. She says pa ma and bghbyou eould see her kissing
your pictures. She loves you already. Welly still talks pdduinging him a pony. | think
he will know you when you come home if you do not put tboffong. He needs a fathers
care very much. He is in some kind of mischief all the tinedo¥s his sister very much but
he teases her all the time. Welly grows tall and talks about what he will do when he gets to be
a man. Today is Sabbath, a delightful day quite warm but a pleasaet All of the folks
gone to church but me and the children. | am writiliglly is out playing with the calf. Sisee
is asleep and as | sit by my window anddabland see the ??? sitting on a ??? to sun it makes
me think more and more of my dear husband who is so far fronfPenbas just bought a fine
cow and | tend the milk. Pa and Jim do the milking our hegfegone off to the Prairie again
and our red cow pa sold last fall. 1 wish you could have some of thé wigk. | wish yes |
wish all the time but it does no good. But one thing dearest husbanccmeaahe .for not
loving you morefor to love more ardently is not in the power of women. How paovke
that | do love you better than | ever did? Bid me do anything and | wtibdiodo not chide,

it is not justice. If you do not get letters from me it is not becémee dr think of you less
know indeed that | shall endeavor to send one every mail from thidx@ael do hope that
you will not get into any bad habits such as smoking and so onotllmlieve you will but
when | read about so much vice it makes my blood chill, but | putistyrtithe Lord that he
will deliver you from temptation. W. Herndon has got to be imggynperate Some of the
family want his wife to leave him but whether she will or not | do not know. Jolswiife
died a few days ago of consumption. Mr. Craddoe the gunsmith hatbaget drowned a
week ago. He was wading at Hicox Mill when his foot slipt and he obslgim so he was
lost. Our city is very healthy and improving very fast. Aewof families have come here
to live and there seems to be a constant coming and going whichnmaleet @f the town
very lively every evening when the cars come in | think to mgsélé my love is going to
surprise me today but | do not sit down and cry because you do not compebahhnying

to believe our separation is all for the best and | try toaweheerful countenance as possible.
Dear husband | do not go moping around | know it will do no gawill ibnly impair my
health if | give up to my feelings and for your sake and our digextdo | try to preserve
my health but when | read your letter saying that you sometimes thoughthituas péiad
forgotten you it was almost more than | could bearsHbuld not get a line from you until
you return | would not for one moment doubt your love for mear@émost 15 months have
elapsed and God has still preserved our lives. May we not forginitesgoodness toward
us My dear | do want you to come home as soon as possibblddahink it is of great
importance that we should have ??? to ourselves. Welly wants vergiieg he sees
anybody else do. As for Eme she is one of the most gentle abtedittia creatures yon
ever saw and | do not want her disposition spoiled. You wanbwovidno she looks like?
Everybody says she is like her mother but | think when she laughs she ishiesplkso |
keep her laughing all the time. Her grandfather thinkisshe finest babe they ever saw. |
know | must draw my letter to a close as the hour grows late takeagood your health
come home as soon as possitilont doubt my love anymore and write every opportunity
you have and tell me everything you know. Welly sends pa a hundredhissays he does
wish his pa would come home and see his little children for héresds@aiting. The families
send their love to you. We are all in good health. Hettyl are going to mothers tomorrow.
| am still at home and mean to stay here until you shall return.

| remain your affectionate wife,
Emily Watson. Springfield.
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Edward D. Baker Reports
Journal, Thursday, October 10, 1858*

Edward Dickinson Baker was born on February 24, 1811, in London, Entlamdgest of
five children. His father, Edward Baker, was an educatddrgant and his mother a sister
of Capt. Thomas Dickenson, of the British navy, who distinguished himself attldhefb
Trafalgar. In 1815, his father and family immigrated to &melanding at Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Here Baker taught. On account of the financial embarrassmengsifythe f
as soon as Edward D. was old enough, he was apprenticed to a weaver.

In 1826 his father moved to Belleville, Illinois, where he opened as#ieol, and Edward
D. Baker evinced such a taste for literature that the late Geardsd then a resident of
Belleville, gave him free access to his library. From Belleville, \Bakieto St. Louis, and
drove a dray for at least one season. From St. Louis heov@artolton, lllinois, and began
the study of law and at the same time acted as deputy in the courgyoffieek He was
married on April 27, 1831, to Mrs. Mary A. Lee, a widow with two children.

In the spring of 1832, Baker enlisted in the Black Hawk war, and in 1838 ta@gringfield,
and soon after became a law partner of Stephen T. Logan. On July,hel88livered the
oration at the laying of the corner stone of the old State house.

Latter he was elected to the General Assembly to fill the vaeased by the resignation of
Dan Stone, and was re-elected the following year. In 1840, Baladeetad State Senator
for four years, and elected to Congress in 1845.

When the war broke out with Mexico, Baker hastened homedraisegiment, which was
accepted by the government as the 4th lll. Inf., Col. E. D. Bakemaading. Arriving on

the Rio Grand, he discovered that the troops were in need of addiohaquipage,
munitions of war, etc., and for a few months accepted the position ofdiehspatches to

the war department, and repaired to Washington. Congress was im seskiwot having
resigned his seat in the House, availed himself of his privilagembear, and made a speech

of great and almost magical power in favor of a vigorous pras@tutie war, and in behalf

of the volunteers then in the field, and rejoined his regimergr thdt battle of Cerro Gordo,

the term of Col. Bakes enlistment expired, and his men not wishing to re-enlist, he rejuctantl
left the field, and, returning home, resumed the practice of his profession.

In the spring of 1848 he moved to Galena, Illinois. As one W¥lig electors for the lllinois
at large, he took an active part in the Presidential campai@d&f He took his seat as
Representative in Congress, the second time, in December 1849.

In 1851 he entered into an agreement with the Panama Railroad Company tqgrtide a
of that road, but after several months exposure to a trepitahe and his men fell sick and
abandoned the country.

284 Journal Thursday, October 10, 1850, p. 3.
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In 1852 he immigrated with his family to California, establisivimgelf in practice in San
Francisco. There he delivered the funeral oration of this @arly friends, fallen by the fatal
bullet of the duelist, Ferguson and Broderick. The latter standsasddhe most brilliant
funeral oration ever delivered on the continent of America.

After the death of Broderick, Col. Baker moved to Oregon,veasl elected U. S. Senator
from there in 1860. For the first time in his life he was placepdsitgon congenial to him.
The decorum and courtesy that usually marks the intercourse of Sevadargyst grateful to
his habits of thought and feeling.

Soon after the fall of Fort Sumtlg recruited a regiment in Philadelphia and vicinity, which
was called the California regiment. Soon after, President Lieodired him a Brigadier-
Generals commission, but he declined it, probably because it wodd/aeated his seat in
the Senate. At the first session of the 37th Congress, convokeddsnPtascoln, July 4,
1861, Col. Baker was present and participated in the passhgseomeasures necessary to
place the nation on a war footin@n the adjournment of this special session, Col. Bake
rejoined his regiment, which was attached to and formed a part of the absgredition on
the Potomac. He, however, was restless in camp. Heegtir'Washington, settled his
affairs, and called to bid the President and family farewell, whehiit@n was gracefully
mindful of early friendship, gave him a bouquet of late flowers.

On October 21, 1861, he was leading his men as Bdliff, and, when ten feet in advance of
them, fell, pierced by eight bullets. His body was borne teraiealy, embalmed, and
removed to Washington City, where appropriate funeral honors wette p& remains; then
sent to New York City, and from there by steamer to San $aanaihere he was buried in
Lone Mountain Cemetery, of that cit§.

Buildings of Biddle, Weber & Co. Completed in Reading Springs
and Town Name Changed to Shast&

Shasta History

Gold was discovered near the site that would become Shasta in the springTdfel@é8overy was far
north of the Mother Lode discoveries and sparked a second gold rush wiifloimi@aas miners from

285 Power,p. 88.
286 Shasta, Shasta County, California, sits at an elevafi@43 feet. The 2010 U.S. CensUHSRUWHG 6KDVWDYV SRSXODWLRQ Z
1,771. Shasta State Historic Park located at Sieatghost town and California State Historic Park
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California and Oregon flooded into the newly discovered northerfor@aligold fields. The initial
settlement was known as Readir&prings and was a tent city of over 500 miners and merchants by
October of 1849. In 1850 the settlememiame change to Shasta, and was often referred to as Shasta
City. In 1851 the town became the county seat of Shasta Countyariipevas extremely isolated in
what was nothing but California wilderness at this early date, with the only connectiowis tioethe

south being a mule trail over 180 miles long that lead to ®atoarkVith extremely high freighting costs

to Shasta and resulting low quantities of food stored, the first W8tiasta was a difficult one, and many

at the isolated camp began to head back to the more established towhoithéhd ode area in the
central part of the state. It wasmtil 1851 that the first road was built to the isolated region, dirdtthe
stagecoach rolled into town. It is difficult to imagine that this boomftévausands existed for almost

two full years supplied by nothing but pack trains, and that the artineaktffgecoach was considered a
major improvement in transportation at the tffie.

Reading Springs, later Shasta
Elevation: 1,047 Feet ( 319 meters)
Date Settled: 1849
Current Population: 1,771
Peak Population: Around 6,000*

The buildings of Biddle, Weber & Co and the St. Charles Hotel were the first buildings finished; but log
and frame houses sprang up all over the hill sides. Therewveersome houses that had been built in
sections and shipped around The Horn, from the States, all readydgetber upon their arrival. Gold
seemed plentiful, and new strikes were made along the numerous ereeéspectors and strangers,
from all parts of the world, flooded the community. Slow moving@msterere constantly on the road,
bringing fresh supplies from San Francisco and Sacramentoerésvéte no roads beyond Reading
Springs, pack trains, of mules, were used to carry supplies from thetige oveuntain trails, to the
Trinity, Salmon, Scott and upper Sacramento nfiaed as far north as Oregon. Almost overnight the
village, that so many miners had forsaken the winter before,ebdmargreat wholesale and retail
GLVWULEXWLQJ FHQWHU RI QRUWKH (ir§} irh&b@abtsRvdre te€ruited Ponrd RR G O\ Q X
that band of honest, self-respecting, church-going Christians from diewisalMiho had brought their
Christianity and their ideas of law and order with them while the towinedrdalarge number of

287 Https://Westernmininghistory.Com/Towns/California/Shastééstern Mining History
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professional gamblers, and the saloons ran wide open, it also haldckevehnes that were well attended.
Although Sunday was the day when miners came to town to drink and bdzsiy #eir supplies,
Biddle, Weber & Co. never sold or delivered goods on that ddgwever the quality of their
merchandise, and their reputation for courtesy, honesty and tgligtslured them the cream of the
business. Although the town was an outpost of the early California stttlEaneand order prevailed
from the beginning.

By the spring of 1850, Reading Springs was lighted at night by oil lanterrisittangis

along the Main Street that was crowded night and day with freightersckrahimals.
Sometimes, at midday, the confusion was so great it was not cosafédicedvomen to cross

the street without help. At a public meeting held on June 8th, 18&MtioffR. J. Walsls

store, the name of the town was changed from Reading Springs to Shasta. Califomia had no
become a Statg.

In September representative men met in front of the St. Cllstesand nominated John
B. Watson, of Biddle, Weber & Co., for the State Assembly. He finghtaschool in
Springfield, then later he was elected County Surveyor andewvafstbe engineers selected
to build the Great Western Railroad. He would have been an ideal mehtherCalifornia
Legislature.

However, a few days later, a tall, lean, long-legged young man dnthismmalle3with his

feet almost touching the ground, rode up in front of a saloon, dismotigdekis mule to a
post, and turning to the gathering crowd shigchderstand you all had a meetmtown and
nominated a candidate filn semblyjt Some one spoke up and saides we nominated Mr.
Watsonp -Where upon the stranger sai#/ell Boys, my nams A. Z. McCandless, anan

a candidate fah sembly; and whiskeymy platform? and whiskg gointo win this here fight!
Lets all go in and have a dripkThey all joined him, without a dissenting voice, and the
McCandless boom was on. He stuck to his platform and was triuttg@tected: for whiskey
won over brains, character and personality, in that first elec@hasta County, in the new
state of California.

In September 1850, the people of Shasta experienced a reatnEdmtnderstorm,
accompanied by a heavy rain that lasted all night so the grass starteahtbtherenaas soon
plenty of fresh feed for the stock.

The fall and winter were mild. The roads had been improvedjtérboats brought freight
as far as Freeport and the ox teams were on the road, all wintamrgimgd) supplies to Shasta
for the northern mines.

Isaac Constant Returns to Sangamon County From Oregon
August 28, 1850
Journa/August 29, 185%°

Mr. Isaac Constant reached his home in this camWolf Creek, yesterday, from
Oregon. He came by the overland regt@cking one horse and riding another. We have not
seen him.

288 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 100-101.
289 Journal August 29, 1850, p. 3.
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115. Isaac Constant Returns to Sangamon County From Oregon
Neighbor Remembers His Stories

In the fall of 1850, Isaac Constant, a near neighbor, whosgofiagah ours, returned from
Oregon. He had crossed the plains with ox teams in 1848 angeckwith saddle and
packhorses It is needless to say that Mr. Constant was the center of inberédse f
neighborhood. The glowing accounts he gave of the beauty of the cotmerynitdness of
the climate, the fertility of the soil, and the fact that a man naveve entitled to a half
section of land to be selected by themselves in a new country where thetreanthitd man
had not yet made his mark. Mr. Constant also brought some gold dust,retriember was
shown in a glass dish, which excited and fired the imagination. Mr. Caastanman that
commanded the confidence of his neighbors. He was welfarmer, was the owners of
one of the finest farms in the best part of lllinois. His tr{pregon was to spy out the land.
But unlike the Israelites that were sent by Moses to spy out their pransed brought
back a conflicting account of the country, one bunch of grapes, some poteegratha few
dried figs, Mr, Constant brought gold dust and a truthful account of thevidhties, clear-
running streams, the wonderful forests and mountains of Oregon.

It is needless to say that in our neighborhood there was great plarcdngetm Oregon.

Farms were offered for sale, but there were few buyers. Myafatie succeeded in selling
his farm, and no doubt at a great sacrifice. As | rememberthay ieceived about $3000
for 160 acres of finest farming land and 40 acres of timben lln@dSangamon River bottom.

Mr. Constant failed to sell his farm, remained another year, aliy $&ling out, crossed the
plains in 1852 and settled in Jackson County, the town of Central &ogalpart of his
donation clain#®

Isaac Constant Returns to Sangamon County From Oregon
Journa/September 3, 1856
From Oregon.

Having understood that Mr. Isaac Constant had returned frono@reg visited him at his
residence, on Wolf Creek, in this county, on Saturday last. \Mve fom in good health,
where he arrived on Thursday night, having left Oregon City on the 5th of June.

Mr. Constant left this county a year ago last March for Oregiy imahe pursuit of health,
but with a determination to see as much of the country as his cirmenstéen there would
permit. His company consisted of two young men beside himself, and hres lvealgjon and
a team made up of two yoke of steers and two yoke of heifers. He stdiesnbedttpart of
the way he passed over was between this point and St-ilagdpd met with no serious
difficulties beyond, and no difficulties at all which were not surmountest.oMioe road was
fine--as broadly marked in many places as our own streets. Themcoas®nally beyond
the mountains patches of light sand or ashes, in which the cattle would simiclsesnand
which would cause very great dust, but they did not often occur, aety sar extended
over from five to seven miles. He had never occasistopcat any place without water but
once, and that was beyond the pass between the Big Sandy and éneeBeitween these
rivers there is a stretch of near forty miles without water. derttez of the distance, however,
there is tolerable grass. Over this portion of the route, they coeuhtbed journey in the
afternoon, fed when they arrived at the grass, and the next dagmbeldck reached Green
River. In that elevated country, the nights being cool, thedidttlet suffer for water. In
fact, when they arrived at the Green River and drove the cattle into it, theyrsstegresetly

2% History of Early Days in OregqrGeorge W. Riddle, Riddle Enterprise, 1920, p. 4.
291 Journal September 3, 1850, p. 2.
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to drink. This obstacle was easily surmounted. Mr. Constant lastliaeattle on the Platte
by drinking saleratus water, the watchman having fallen asleep.

Mr. Constant was but three days and a half in going through the Cascadad!dtoae
persons who wait until late and mope along are six or eight daywithrough. The road is
cut through the timber, is somewhat rough, but can be passed ovey inyspéience and
labor. One hill has a high grade, and, descending west, it is more thato shmifeot of it.
Some lowered their wagons by means of long ropes. His cattéehotook his down,
somewhat in a hurry, to be sure, but safely. He arrived at OregoonCihe 10th of
September, and soon sold out his wagon, team, provisions I&tr &wye than the whole
cost of the outfit.

Mr. Constant, having recovered his health, found business at ivélwand worked there
several months. He found time to make an excursion intdhi¥asountry to see his old
county neighbors, who had emigrated there, make a claim, and alsapiahgoUpper
Willamette to the forks, we suppose a distance of about a hundled He found the country

as usually representeminall rivers emptying into the Willamette on each-hkitle between

the rivers, covered with short oaks, having the appearance of oak epafirgsttoms and
sides of hills suitable for cultivation. Many of the bottom prairfesavappearance as rich
as lands in lllinois. The hilly land did not have that ajppea, but produced fine wheas
beautiful as he had ever seen. All small grains appeared to femivigl, as vegetables. The
potatoes were fine. Of cultivated fruit, there was butllittlee French Prairie, there was a
species of small apptlled the French appihat produced wonderfully. Peaches succeeded
well, though the variety was small. A gentleman from lowa had tarough successfully
grafts of several varieties of apples, and was then selling emfdr tome dollar each. All
kinds of produce were higlor instance, oats $3 a bushel, and sheaf oats $2.50 per dozen
bundles.

The discovery of gold in California had interrupted regular fagpigrgtions. Many farmers
had left their business, and young men who had been successfuhgngdilghcould not be
induced to work. Still, those farmers who attended to their businessayéng a golden
reward, which seemed to be of service to them. It was, however, appdaméhatio not
work in Oregon as they do in the States. Being relieved frong faisd for supplying stock
in winter, they have abundant time to make improvements, which, haxeveuch
neglected. As an evidence of the amount of wheat which casebléosaone man, it is stated
that a single individual raised and harvested ninety acres. The sowing of thekvblaatt
during several months, and the fields ripened in succession, and thus waretrenébled
to cut and secure it. Stock was also-higgps, cattle and horsesid all were raised with little
attention. Dry goods were about double the price they usually ergroeeries still higher;
iron 12% cents per Ib., but when worked up by a blacksmith the price waslbeason.
Cooking stoves which are worth $35 here would bring $200 in Oregon.

Labor was high, but the towns were progressing in improvenvestels of different kinds
were constantly arriving and departing from the river. Moneyemag pihd there was great
activity in all kinds of business.

Mr. Constant, in company with six others, left Oregon, as beftz@, €ta the 5th of June.
Each man rode one horse and packed another. They were well &rpassing through the
Cascade Mountains they came over snow, in some places six and eiggp fedthen they
arrived at Deschutes River, at the east base of the Cascades, ibeMaatied them to stay
and dig gold. They exhibited fine specimens of gold which thégumatlin the river. One
of the company washed two pans of sand, and also found gold.irig oarrcrossing Powder
and Burnt rivers, they found every appearance of gold. Golddesdfound, too, in the
streams which run into the Willamette, though not in sufficient abundance tdlpay we
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On this side of the Rocky Mountains they met the party of Brown, Young, Husdey an
Ambrose. He learned that Mr. Young had lost his oldest son on the Plditerlugasick
only two days. There had been much sickness among the emigrants on the smiutiheside
Platte, attributed to bad water, which they took from holes dug in théwa@l.came down
on the north side of the Platte, where the water was fine, and altlypaghemigration had
gone that way, he heard of no sickness. He followed the Platte downsaed at Old Fort
Kearny. The company traveled every day. They killed game. Mr. C. killed four
buffaloes. They were not troubled at all by Indians. They stood guard omigtfiseduring
their trip, which was on Snake River, to prevent their horses from being stbkethimvish
Indians.

Companies can pass over the route faster by packing than in any oiter, imat not so
comfortably as by having a team and wagon. Mr. C. says thdighitivagon and suitable
team, he can go from the Missouri River to the Willamettly @gasinree and a half months,
and would want no longer time.

Mr. Constant communicated to us a variety of other interestingatifon, which we have not
now time to give. He freely expresses his opinion of the counpyopiee means of reaching
there &c., but he will advise no man to go to Oregon. Things whichotelisagreeable to
him might be so to others; obstacles which he surmounted might beabfogthose who
should follow him, the country which struck him favorably, the advantages it ajagpleianed
to offer to the ambitious and enterprisimight present a different aspect to those who might
follow after him. Mr. C. left home with his constitution greatly ieghdie regained his health
on the route; he never enjoyed better health than in Oregdmliough much is said here
of the rainy winter season there, he worked nearly the wholesgisen outdoors, without
serious inconvenience, and although he had suffered here wintedy sétrerbeumatism,
there he had but a single slight attack, early in winter, and which was of short duration.

Some Other Oregon Items.
JournalSeptember 4, 1856

Mr. Constant confirms the statement that several

Indians came down from the Spokane country in

May with a quantity of sand gathered in that

country, which they supposed in their simplicity

was the material of which the whites made powder.

This they gave to Capt. N. Crosby, an extensive

merchant of Milwaukie. It resembled the sands in

which gold was found on the Sacramento, and on

washing it, it was found to contain a large portion of

pure gold. Capt. N. ascertained of the Indians the

locality where the sand was found, and immediately

proceeded to make up a company, and, with a large

stock of goods, to proceed at once to the spot.

There was apparently no doubt among those who

knew all the facts in relation to the matter that the

Spokane country was likely to prove an El Dorado,

if not the El Dorado of the day. It is a healthy

region, in the neighborhood of that beautiful valley in the Blue Mountagtseviry wearied
traveler admires, known as ti@rand Rondgia valley of prairies and groves, streams of pure
water and rich se#eeming to tired emigrants as beautiful as the valley of Rass#iés
neighborhood also there are large settlements of Indians, whdnamnestack, raise potatoes

292 Journal September 4, 1850, p. 2.
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and some other vegetables, and whose labor might be made availabteshin their
search for gold. Capt. Crosby was quite certain of anfassings for all the members of his
company, and strongly urged Mr. Constant to be one of them, but he had masleninmihi
to return homeand home he did and would come

The five Cayuse Indians engaged in the murder of Dr. Whignfiamily were hung the day
before Mr. C. left Oregon City. There was a large colteatipeople present. The inhabitants
far and near seemed to have turned out to witness the exhibitidviedk, Marshal of the
Territory, performed the sad duty of their execution. The Indtapsessed a willingness to
die for their people, but they had an utter repugnance to theofsgal They said if the whites
would take them down and shoot them, they would be perfectly satisfiednt€heesef the
law was inexorable. The five Indians were soon swinging in tayrIindians were present,
and, it was understood, many of the Cayuse tribe. These executipos avilitop to all
outrages against the whites by those Indians who can be reached by our arms.

We shall not undertake to give a statement of the amount of fir timbeon@@are of land.

It is great beyond conceptiarot room sufficient to lie upon the ground. When land is to be
cleared of this timber it is burnt green and standing; the turpentine neettemables this to
be effected without difficulty; for timber, plank &c. the trees aigenetally cut down; they
are burnt down. This is easily done. Chips are cut out near tmel-gadire is made up of
some dry material by the tree; the turpentine oozes out from the viakesl fire; the wood
soon ignites about it and burns until the tree falls, without injury tontkex. Fir makes
excellent shingles, and perhaps it will interest our shingle makers to kribe tihgber can

be more profitably worked up into shingles by hand than by machinery, drahdmeade
shingles there are regarded as much the best. Fir is the most plentiful of the ewvebgreen t
that grows near the mouth of the Willamette.

Mr. C. made an excursion up the Willamette in a pirogue [a long, narrowsadedrom a
single tree trunk], propelled by Indians. They are at home in thisyamgiad He found
some slight rapids in the river, but believes with improveneart lie made navigable for
steamboats of a small size. The banks of the river were germemigd with timber. But

few fish in this stream. Salmon cannot scale the falls at OregonTkid river will soon
become a great artery for commercgdtlements are steadily progressing south. James
Watsons farm is high up in the Rickreall, which heads in the Coast Mountains.

Mr. C. admired the Yamhill country. It embraces hills andyslbeautiful streams, timber
and prairie. The settlement of the Messrs. [Steven] HusseynB&maéson, Bird, Eaton
and [Thomas] Yokum is in the Yamhill country. Messrs. Sanford WatsbfAlfred R.]
Elder had made claims in the same section. Mr. Hgssssjdence is but eighteen miles from
Clatsop Bay, on the Pacific. There is a trail passing directydsda to the bay. On a clear
night, the roar of the surf can be distinctly heard from this point.

116. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From California
September 28, 185672

This is an incomplete letter, with only pages 5 and 6. Dating is basediafgofs&aturday
the 28 contained in the letter.

page 5

For it seems to me impossible that all should get through beferdadlsan the mountains.
Great efforts are being made for their relief here and in other porfites aountry. | have

293 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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seen and conversed with numbers who have lived for weeks on Ipsikridut from the
carcasses of dead animals that line the road sine of a large gmagdhose who have got in
have come in without their stock or property of any kind andegendent upon charity for
a living, and thousands have fallen by the wayside from disestsevatidn in many instances
their bodies being left by their panic stricken friends without the ritedadf dyrey to the
prowling coyote or more ??? savage, their bones whiten the plain8 anc: idr years to
come, to mark out the path of the Pilgrims of Mammon.

If there is one reflection more than another connected with this Califorvésr@iot that is a
matter | can think of with pleasure, it is a consciousness theastatave endeavored to tell
the whole truth from the time | first arrived in the country asidderely hope that | have
been the means of keeping many from coming here, who might otherwise have come.

page 6

The old Spainards all lay the blame upbns Americanogibelieving in their superstitions
that the Yankees have even the power of changing the chtfelté.don t wonder much at
their thinking so far it is enough to make sounder heads than theggpsssm to see thee
rapid changes that are going on around us. Only think that where less jfeanswmce was
an untenanted wilderness is now a large and flourishing city ofusemthanhabitants. It is
certainly enough to make the Spaniards crycuaho?u

Saturday 28" Last night the theatre was opened for the benefit of the overland emanéiti
the house was filled by tickets at a high price some twelve hundred dmitaraibed in this
way. | attended myself, does not the end justify the means? | théughkeseeather for
some few days has been delightful. We have had some hard showerthdyasj two
weeks, a thing unprecedented during the past history of the country.

Monday 30" The mail closed today 12etock and | must bring my letter to a close. Yesterday
I met Mr. T. L. Anderson who told me he had just receiviadtar from Mr Hurst who had
mentioned that Father had been doing a very fine business i teeilth was poor. | do
hope you will use your utmost exertions my dear wife to keep hinwfsdang at all in the
shop there is no use of it at all. Tell him | would mutterethe business should stop entirely
than that his health should be injured by it. Console poor Hetty all yoTehher as long
as | have a dollar left she shall share it. | hope that our boy mvitiufua better boy then
present accounts seem to indicate. Keep him under firm but nderdarol. Do not break
his spirit by whipping him, there is a much better way than that. enatmappy in hearing
our daughter promises to be so amiable in disposition. She wobtdlikether mother were
she otherwise. Biddle, [Augustus] Eastthand Johnson are now in the city, they report all
well above. Cabinis will be down in two weeks to go homel wahdbr him for company.
Do not be alarmed about reports of cholera here. There is noee &ive my love to all.
Farewell for a short time.

Your affectionate husband

B. A. Watson

2% See footnote number 186.
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117. Isaac Constant Communication From Oregon
Journa/November 15, 185%3°

COMMUNICATION .
OREGON.

It is understood that there will be a considerable number of persons leavertieoanties

of lllinois the coming spring for Oregon Territory, by the omdrtaute. It would be well,
probably, that there should be an understanding at what time tresespeill leave for the
frontiers of Missouri, and at what point they design to start from to it pMr. Isaac
Constant, who has been to Oregon and back, gives it as his opirtioa thate on the north
side of the Platte is far the best, on account of health, of good wajerssnd here has been
sickness on the south side of the Rltere has been none on the north. To reach the north
side of the Platte, emigrants must cross the Missouri near the Gtufifeil The time and
place of starting should be known, and this can only be done by concert.

The object of this paragraph, Messrs. Editors, is to suggest thatHetitdde sent to you,
or to some person in Springfield, containing the names and numbersoofspgho design to
go from this section of country, where they now live, and other facts which magrtaeim

W.

To accomplish this design above stated, letters may be directedaiif foysirpaid, tolsaac
Constant, care of the Journal office, Springiield.

E. Fuller and Richard Hodge Return From California

Journal Wednesday, October 16, 1858.
Richard Hodge, born on May 19, 1819, in Smithfield, Jefferson County, Virginia, was
married in April 1838 to Catharine Divelbiss in Westmoreland County, PennsylVidreg.moved
to Springfield in the fall of 1839, and had five children. Richard Hodge died on May 30, 1852, on
his way to California. It was his second trip th&re.

E. Fuller Returns From California-Resumes Butchering Business

Journal, Tuesday, November 12, 1858

2% Journal November 15, 1850, p. 2.

2% Journal Wednesday, October 16, 1850, p. 3.
297 power, pp. 381-382.

298 Journal Tuesday, November 12, 1850, p. 3.
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John T. Bondurant Goes to California and Dies

John T. Bondurant, born on June 5, 1824, in Kentucky, was raised in Sangamon County,
lllinois. He married near Des Moines, lowa, in 1848, to Virginia Cooney. In 1850 lgeabeai
to California, and died in Sacramento, on December 23, 1850, of disease conthaletedossing
the plains, leaving a childless wid3%#.

Jacob Braughton Died on Road to California
Jacob Braughton came to Sangamon County in 1836. Hemawérd but was engaged in

farming for several years. He started overland to Californidiech@n the road between
1850 and 1855.

29 Power, p. 125.
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1851

In 1851, Sangamon County, lllinois natives who had emigrated to the west coast wrote
twelve letters back homeSeven of those letters were written by Eli Cook, former Springfield
Mayor, to his wife back in Springfield. During the year, five adults and sevehangmigrated
from Sangamon County to the west codst.1851 there was an important but lesser-known
surge of prospectors into far Northern California. Discovery of gold nuggdtse site of
present-day Yreka brought thousands of gold-seekers up the Siskiyou Trail and throughout
California’§ northern counties.

118. Benjamin R. Biddle$ Letter From San Francisco, California
January 1, 1851

As they were expecting a large shipment of goods on the Steama&ma which was due
on December 20, 1850, Benjamin R. Biddle wentTioe City” to personally check and reload the
merchandise. For some reason the steamer did not arrive on time, so hé Wwajigd) to get
word of the missing boat. On the first of January, he bought some stationery on one side of which
was printed a picture of San Francisco. He went back to his boarding house ankexod@wving
letter:

San Francisco, January 1st, 1851, My dear Maria: As | wag frassimy boarding house
to the Shipping, | met very unexpectedly Wm. Taylor, Mr. Ware and Saniiveti on Lick
Creek; and as they are going immediately to Springfielal lyee a few lines. There has
nothing occurred of interest since | last wrote, except that the viregttoeren as beautiful as
Spring. On our table today we have lettuce of large size, afbsadihere are no public
displays toda3except the semi-annual meeting of the Pioneers of Californiagoyipperson
looks glactgreeting their friends with a Happy New Year. There are many things giot up f
the day. As the steaméb/umbudeaves today at 3etock P.M. the sheet upon which | am
writing was issued this morning, and they are taken as fast as they are struck off, to send home
to friends. It gives some idea of what this place is. ldwaralsother views which | will send
as | find matter to write. As | wrote before, | shall remaindereek, and shall address you
agairfalso the boys. The Mail Steanféanamadue at this port 10 days ago, has not arrived
and much anxiety prevails about her probable fate. My delay here is imipgtoomy wish
to get letters. | feel sure you have writegether with my boys. As | stand on the wharf and
see the faces that are made bright at the prospect of soon reachimantaej my thoughts
are carried with them and | anticipate the joy of my retuam afraid it makes you feel sad
that so many are coming and leaving me behind. 1 kioow of any others from Springfield
who will reach home before me. | remitted by Adams and Coe&xpn yesterday, a package
containing $703.00, upon which freight and insurance was paid to Sgyitigfiedirected in
the care of James L. Lamk.ou will pay it over as marked on the several packages.aMr. St
informed me a few days ago that there had been some neglet¢habiiosit draft | sent you
for $300.00, on the part of his brother. | hope all is set rigig.draft is good. | have but a
few minutes left to conclude this letter. | will close by wishing gidtiegopy New YedThat
it may bring in its train the richest blessings oftlifat we may meet in love and the enjoyments
of home? that the children may be good childrggrowing up in intelligence and virtue
rewarding our hearts and making us glad. Accept this sheet as &smaflltve and regakd
cherishing it for having been sent on the first day of the &4y ftom the City of San
Francisco, State of California. It represents this, the greatestt@ityPacific Coast as it is
today. Keep this profile and contrast it, if we live, with whabiewil1852. Present my New
Years Compliments to all the friengts, Angeline and the Jacksonville folks. To the children
| say?l have thought of them often today. | hope they have been maagpfamd | wish a
very happy New Year.

As ever | remain yours in affection and Love, Eviearewelt B. R. Biddle3®

300 And This Is Our Heritagggp. 102-103.
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He took the letter down to the steamer and watched his friends start ohaotmeward
journey. His heart was sad for he longed to be with his loved ones. But hiérshggt back to
Shasta with his merchandise. Then he could settle up his business affairs and maies fiis pl
going home. But he wanted to pay a short visit to his sister in Oregon befonengetarthe States.

He was fully convinced that the West offered the best opportunities for young people. He
wanted to bring his boys to a place where land was fertile and cheap and where thgyovouip
in a new country and help with its development. He thought that the gdld mlls and streams
of California would be exhausted in a few years and that the great potentidl ofe@hlifornia
was in agriculture.

John Weber was also anxious to get back to his family in Illinois. While he was delighted
with the results of his business venture in Shasta, he had decided t@eetoamently to his home
in Springfield. His trip across the plains, and that first hard wint&aiifornia, when every man
had to work under stress of storm or flood or desertzhbatl shown him again and again that the
loss of his hand was a serious handicap in a new country. He was sure that he could make a living
and be much more comfortable in his hometown than in a pioneer country.

A friend, by the name of James Deigh, wished to buy out their interest lirbtisaiess,
and, as he would make an acceptable partner to the other members of theefimansfer was
arranged at once.

Mr. Wiley Letter From California
Journal, Monday, January 6, 185%*

119 -DPHV :DWVRQ /HWWaléy, BerfoR Cduty Pregon Territory
Journa/Saturday, May 3, 1851.

KING S VALLEY, BENTON COUNTY,
OREGON TERRITORY, Jan. &, 1851.

Dear Sirs. -*About the 1st of October last, | received yours of the 4 in of 3ang, some
three monhs before that | received yours of a previous dathy, wern out, having been some
twenty two months on the way. It affordsgreat satisfaction not only to hear from my native
land but to know that my oldénds have not forgotten me.

We have lost one of our children, Benjamin Franklin; -he rtegbahis life on the 10th of
September last, after a painlul and mysterious iliness of sgsemitadeath originated from
apan in his ancle. He was 5 years 7 months and 21 days otd.th&/iexception of this
affliction my family have enjoyed good health since we have been in Oregon.

So far as my practical and experimental knowledge extends, | geaselt with Oregon .
3 | see nothing to prevent a farmer from enjoying all the comforts of a &difadhere, with
far less labor than in any country that | have ever tiveld is true we are in a new country,

301 Journal Monday, January 6, 1851.
302 journal Saturday, May 3, 1851, p. 2.
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deprived of the society of our dliends, and have to encounter some of the difficulties that
are common in all new countries, the most of which we hope to outlive.

As to the products of this country | find but little fault, although it magy been a trifle
overrated by somd raised on my farm last summer, fall and spring wheatndyoats and
barley, all of which produced good crops. As to the products offdenga truck patchp
they far surpassed my expectations. We had all of that griety that is common in your
gardens, sweet potatoes excepted. The common May Pea grew astyidiead, and
furnished us with green peas about two months and a half from theasaing.plhe cabbage
of this country never dies. We have excellent cabbage in our gardenthewolorslalk.

The hills and vallies of the country are now covered with grstemegy@and whilst | am writing

| hear the music of the frogs. Mytlsakre now as fat as they were the 1 st of Septerhber ,
The butter and milk of this cotny far excels that of any country | have ever lived in. Our
hogs get to he good pork on the acorns. The hills and mountains abound witbdyesmdd
elk; and the coast streams with salmon. You will see from the alie@Haacts they are,)
that those who get to Oregon are in no danger of starving.

| have not taken any part in the speculations of the day, eregg@d that commenced when
| left Sangamon county for Oregon. | have settled a Bwosduation for farming and
stockraising , and have a site for a mill besides, where | céimelbrearing of the Pacifind
enjoy the refreshing breezes of the satnand according to the Oregon Land bill, twelve
months longer of faithful residence, and we will be entitled toadnw @l 640 acres. This is
speculation enough for me.

The emigraion to this country overland the last season was nairldngart of them, are gold
hunters, and | suppose will leave in the spring for that place ofodigaqgmt. On account
of the gold excitement, there has been but little improvement goinghis country for the
last two years. There has, however, been a great amoumeyf lnought to the country.
Times are now changing for the better, though labor it yet ¢bo thi justify much
improvement. There are seven mills building in this county, stedmboat is buildingnthe
upper Willamette river. These ate improvements very much ne&dedvant books, school
teachers anthechanics also.

| like the climate of Oregon much better than that of lllindiee summers are cool and
pleasant; the winters are generally mild, though not so noldnake them unhealthy. We
have had but one snow this winter, and that was not more than an inchdiaemtantirely
off in about two hours. We had but one rainy day in December. January hasrbheen rai

| was out on the hills a few days since. | saw the strawberry in bowsother flowers had
also madeheir appearance. | have no fears about supporting my family innOr8goor
eight good cows, well attended to, wilthil There will be a general rush from this part of
the country in the spring to the newly discovered gold mines on thetKlaeaze the saghern
boundary of Oregon. The mines there are said to he very rich.

Enclosed you will find a $ 2 50 gold piece. Send me your Wamkigal. | want to know

how you are getting along in lllinois. Direct it to MarysvilletoBeCounty, Oregon. Your
old friend, JAMES WATSON.
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120. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City

January 25, 18530
Nevada City January 25th, 1851

Dear wife & children

| am in tolerable health at present. Hoping you are doingmeelre enjoying good health.
| have received no letters from since the one dated thef Ndvember. | was glad to hear
by that you were all well except Adeline and Angelinmas sorry to hear that they had been
XQZHOO EXW JODG WR KHDU WKDW W®&E\PAHVRPWHHG R WHHYLRQ \R K\ (
letters as the others do? | should like to hear from all my children. | &eedved your last
letter | have written home to you by Mr. Weir who lives fao from Berlin near the
Jacksonville Road. | also sent by him one hundred dollars in gbldtdets will amount to
over ------ which | directed him to do. That sum when he gets it changed intdHmirever
before this reaches you if he gets home safe you have récéisiedll send some more funds
as soon as | can get an opportunity of sending it safely There will be some othbmsgoi
before long. Many of our friends have already got home ifidiveyhad no bad luck on the
way. (page break)

Capt. W. E. Roberts and myself are still together selling goods. wotfave done very well

and are still sell tolerable fast at fair profitt should rain shortly we shall make considerable
money in the operations at this place. We have a stock on habduifeight thousand
dollars Goods have fallen below in San Francisco and SacramentolciyW GRQ-W UDLQ VKRUWDO
so that the teams cannot run we shall not make as much on our geedxpscted as a great
many articles of goods are as low in San Francisco at this time asiiSpangfield Flour

is only 7 or 8 dollars per barré?ork only 12 dollars per Bll. Shoes and Boots as low as they
are at home. Hats als&o you see things are getting plenty ad cheap, but still | think we shall
do well with our goods. We have no rent to. pae built a store house here which cost us
twelve hundred dollarsl8 feet wide and fifty feet deep and have a good plank flooSm it

you will observe we have quit sleeping on the ground. We akilfa@oourselves except
occasionally go and take dinner with Mrs. Armstrong.

Mr. Armstrong and family are well and doing tolerably Wiéley are keeping tavern only
three or four doors from usMr. Michael McDaniel is dead as you no doubt will hear before
this reaches you. He died at Ophies near Auburn 5 or 4 weeks ago withete dhottor
Slater that used to live with Doctor Jane in Springfield attendemh twhile he was sick.
Which was only a day or two and had him decently buried henteNghich will be some
consolation to his family he made but little since he has been in the .cohiatrg not seen
him since last Junéreceived a letter from Father & Mother datetd @August last and was
glad to hear that them and other relations were generallyl \welle seen but few of those
from Springfield lately. The Ledlies are in the city ofédsento doing well. | am told the
cholera has been very bad in San Francisco and Sacramento @itwaddery fatal but has
entirely subsided. The weather is very fine here this Wititerfinest | have ever see@ne
thing is certain that Calafornia has one of the finest climates in the world and the most gold of
any yet discovered

There has been a good many new discoveries & rich mines highahegMountains and

will be a great rush to them in the spring. In fact the whole coduatrpfigold but takes time

to find it and hard work to get it ouf great many become discouraged and say if they had
money to take them home they would &ait | think in a country where a man can (get) 5 or
6 dollar a day for common labor is not the worst in the wblddvever | would advise no one
who is comfortable at home to come to this couteymight be disappointed and blame me

303 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 16.
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if | should se advise him. Send the children to school as much as pdsdilileem | want
them to learn as fast as possible by studying at home as welload. alt cGahnot yet say when

| shall be at home. | shall come as soon as pas8ilaiey and often has been the time that |
have wished that | could consistently return and be with you all again.

My love and best respects to you all give my best respects to Emeline

Your Affectionate husband and Father
Eli Cook

121. James B. Powef Letter to Benjamin A. Watson
February 25, 185£%

(This letter is from a fellow member of Wats$roverland company, James B. Powell)
Millsport, Kentucky, February 25, 1851
Friend Watson:

You favor of the second is at hand. | am pleased to learyothatached home safe and
found all well. | found my friends all well and shall | serg thvas much joy in the camp when
| reached home.

I may say with the fact the joys of meeting pay the pangs of absence andlytivibsekmow
have been to California can realize it. | had been homeadely days when by business
called me to New Orleans. | had a pleasant trip and had thsei@ed hearing Jenny Lind.
Such excitement as she creates in the city has rarely ever beafoseerHer tickets sold

for some $20,000. | called at ??? as | came up tmpeequaintances there and had a very
pleasant time indeed. John H. Showed me a letter he hagldrowhich was before | received
yours. | told him to direct you to send our ??7? receipt to Milts the director to me as the
matter is in my hands now. If you could have seen his ??? Wheuarldehle had left his
receipt you would have been perfectly satisfied without seeing lJesidynothing for some
time until | thought his cup was full and running over then | told him it Jweuddl right so

he left for home perfectly satisfied. | was sorry to hear of Bailey of $700. He returned

to ??? A few days after dipassed to wait the return of the Pacifick. He supposed ingackin
up his money in his state room that he had dropped this package of $708.héthiaited
some 8 or 10 days. He then bought a horse and started home by land with full d&termina
if he could not reach home by land never to take water.

As our friend Maloney and myself passed up the bank after leavingttive boet some four
or five girls of my old acquaintance and they took us by storm and cdrapebtiego back to
one of their houses and | was so completely carried awayotigat hiiy friend until he turned
round on his chair and faltered oliltfeel like | was Istn Some of the girls had too good
control of their feelings to laugh, but as for me | would hagaed if the ship had sunk, but
this was no place for us long for my Cate was not there and as sumeawas over we
started ??? up to my house and then left my verdant companioruaikdgieeline for Kate
house. Ben, | would be glad | dattescribe our meeting but you can imagine it better than |
can describe it. She was disposed to be a little jealonseolesiers ??? | wrote but when
she knew all she were fancied she love the giver. This is nonseigbetemoake a married
man sick so | shall stop.

Your sincere friend, James B. Poviels. Kiss the babe for me
and write soon.

304 Benjamin A. Watson Letters.
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Robert F. Coflin Returns From Gold Diggins and Resume Blacksmithing

Journal Saturday, May 3, 1859

122. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City
April 26, 185130
Envelope Adressee:
Mrs Sarah Cook
Springfield, Illinois
Nevada City April 26, 1851

Dear Wife & Children

| take up my pen once more to inform you that | am well hoping that you emgogihg the
same blessing. | received your letters of January and Febmargay $ since the February
letter | received before the one dated in January. | was very gladttahgou were all well
you should have received the letter | sent by Mr. Willians\&leb one hundred dollars | sent
by him to you at the time you wrote the letter in Feb. | sugmysever you received it in a
few days from that time. On the latter part of March | sent igiteaby Mr. Henry Prather
of Decatur with whom | also sent you one hundred dollars which you wilkbaixed before
this reaches you if he should return safe. | am still in busitiess goods in this City with
Capt. Roberts.Business here is only tolerably brisk. | wrote in the letter bgét. Prather
that we had been burnt out and lost about three thousand dollars we havegeghaitichare
going ahead again. The people from Springfield are well asKapas Mr. Ledlie are well.
Armstrong and family are welh fact this is a country that people are always well as a general
thing.

| cannot say yet when | shall start home. Give Mrs. Dregan nmgdpesits and tell her she
will have to smoke the pipe alone for some time yet. | angla that she still calls to see
you. Julie | cannot write you a letter this time. | am wiitinchurry but next time. | will
take the time and write you and Mary Ellen letters you have both beed sodénding me
letters.

I will close this by sending my love and best wishes to Emeline

Your affectionate husband & Father Eli Cook

305 Journal Saturday, May 3, 1851, p. 2.
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123. Dr. Anson G. Henry Letter From the Isthmus
Register Wednesday, May 7, 185%7
From the Isthmus

Dr. Henry, formerly of this city, and surgeon to Col. Bakerce of employees on the Isthmus
railroad, writes as follows, to a friend in the city. We copy frodothea/

Some 30 of our men will get off for California by the 1st of April; ange the balance who

go through will be able to leave by the 1st of May; at which time | designed to takeopassage f
Boston. | yet consider lllinois as my home. | have abanddhé&deation of going to
California or Oregon. This trip, | think, has cured me of all dispodiiowild adventures in

new countriegd

The first news received of a Cuban invasion was that Col. Baker &agedeadarge number
of hands ostensibly to work on the Panama railroad, but reallytucec@pba. Nine tenths
of the rumors in relation to this are as absurdias

124. Benjamin A. Watson Letter From California
Journal, Thursday, April 3, 185£%

3Westward, Ho!

While we are sitting at our table, a large drove of stittksome six or eight wagons, with
some twenty persons, passing lyeing their first dagy drive on their road to Oregon. These
wagons and stock belong to Mr. David Newsom and Mr. Willoughby Churchill.

We will endeavor to obtain a list of the families with us to leave us.

From a little observation, we are satisfied that the immigratioefénued to, will be of a very
choice character. They embrace some of the best farmeesdouhtry, possessing ample
means for the enterprise. Theeealso many valuable young men with them.

We confess that we feel a pain at this separation. gtdataundertaking to leave comfortable
homes for greater advantages than our own State possesses, in Tegolis a toilsome
journey before them. Long and tiresome it will be. Trueethd@l be many circumstances

that will render portions of it interesting; still it will be tiresomegtaimdes must come among

the emigrants feelings of anxiety for the end. Those who leave thisafebtocountry will

be well fitted oug and the results will depend much on themselves. Men show what they are
on the plains(and women, too.) Many who seem to have little energy at home witegre,

left on their own resources, make the best companions and tradattend others they
leave, develop upon the journey, the most unimaginable traits.

If our friends are fortunate in reaching the frontiers and stayt £aplushing their way as
rapidly as possible with safety to their stdcthey can reach Oregon city in the last of August.
Never delay. Itis often fatdl; it always causes difficulty. Be early at the Cascade Mountains,
and you can pass through them in three or four days.

Arrived at Oregon city, is an hour of rejoicing as well of test trial. What is then to be done?
There are many immigrants from Sangamon County now in Oregon, winstwact the part

307 Register Wednesday, May 7, 1851, 2.
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of friends, and be present to provide, assist and advise, the ngnaimsni Kindness then,
cannot, will not be forgotten. A deep feeling of gratitudeewilin in the hearts of the
immigrants for kindness then exhibited, which will end only with life. Wedgenak to you,

Hamilton Campbell, James Watson, Sanford Watson, Dr. 8sebrA[lfred]. R. Elder,

David Logan, John Dunham, James Brown, Steven Hussey, asdtwhere might name.
Your old friends in Sangamon remember you; and they ask you notetbtfamrge of your

country men who are coming over the Plains to you this season.

We believe that the indomitable energy that has inducechteprese to Oregon, will be
certain to make successful and valuable citizens, when such reach fhieose who have
left us tell but one story; they are pleased with Oregdn;they like the country; they make
money at farming or other employments; they regret not theirejguhey are doing well,
enjoying health and all other blessings which should make them happy. The busiarss of
is to 'subdue the eartiand make it the desirable home of their race. God prospétiends

in their mission.

Benjamin R. Biddle Visits Sister Harriet Campbell in Salem, Oregon

When the Shasta property was disposed of, Benjamin R. Biddle prepared to accompany
one of the Oregon pack trains and made the trip to Salem without any unusualyiffissiihe
rode over the country, he was impressed by the grandeur of the scenery and the feppiyent
of the soil. He found his sister Harriet Campbell and her family welhapgy? and over-joyed
to see him again after the lapse of twelve years.

Her husband, Hamilton Campbell, had taken up land in the Willamette Valley. When the
Jason Lee Mission had been abandoned in 1844, Hamilton purchased their stock, so he had a well-
equipped farm where he spent much of his time. Harriet lived in town where ltrertitiould go
to school. She was a much handsomer woman at 34 than she had been when she left home at 22.
Her four girls were as fine looking children as B. R. had ever seen.

Benjamin R. Biddle Decides to Move Family to Oregon

B.[enjamin] R. [Biddle] was delighted with Oregd&mwith its snow-capped mountains,
beautiful forests and fertile valleys. Everything that was planted seemealxtduguriantly. B.
R. decided that that was the place to establish his family. The government wag &2riacres
of land to every man and wife (160 acres to each) who would settle in OregonryeiTitis was
B. R.$ inducement to bring his family as soon as possible.

The early missionaries and their friends who had gone to Oregon to carry Chyistianit
the Indians and to build an American colony in the far west, had been a very diffassnotl
people from those who had rushed into California when gold was discovered. ilBdRthht
environment better for his growing family. Good schools and churches were alresulislestl
in the towns of the Willamette Valley. The Indians furnished cheap and satisfetiory and
living conditions seemed to be ideal.

B. R. and his brothen-law, Hamilton Campbell, spent a couple of weeks riding over the
country, looking at land and planning for the future. They decided that the gresgddor that
part of Oregon Territory was a nursery where the settlers could buy fruiatiddserry vines to
plant around the new homes that were being Bfilt.

309 And This Is Our Heritagep. 103-104.
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Benjamin R. Biddle Leaves Oregon on Trip Back to Springfield
June 20, 1851

B. R. Biddle planed to return to Illinois to take his wife and five children t¥\itlamette
Valley in the Oregon Territory where his sister Harriet and her husband Ha@édtapbell had
settled some years earlier. B. R. Biddle would come home on horseback as tdatakelss
time than it did going West with the ox-teams.

On June 19th, B. R. Biddle wrote that he and a couple of his friends weirggstarerland
to Springfield, in a few days. Two of B. R.old Springfield friends who had gone to Oregon to
learn about the country at first hand, met him at Oregon City and they dtanwdtogether on
June 20, 1851 full of enthusiastic plans for the homes they planned to build for theitiégnm
the Far West°

Late in July B. R$ Springfield family received a letter frofPa,” telling about his visit
with his sister in Oregon Territory. He was delighted with that country, and the wpifes
offered by the Government, to married men and their wives who would settle tfame 1#54.
He told Maria that he would soon be home, to sell the rest of his property and setteatfpits
so that he could take his family back there to make a permanent home.

He wrote that he was bringing something that the children would all like. Tlasrgreat
excitement over the news, and the children wondered what their father could begotantiem
from Oregon. They did not expect him home before the middle of October for even horses cannot
travel very fast on a two thousand mile trip over roads like the Overland Trail.

B. R. said that he and his friends had returned by the Snake River route, but he considered
the trail through Northern California and Central Oregon much better amd ¥#ien they reached
the Platte River, on the way home, they met a party of eight men travélingagkhorses from
California who joined them and traveled with them all the way to St. Joseph.

They met occasional bands of Indians, but had no trouble with any of thertheiOinip
home they met 685 wagons, 379 families and 2962 head of stock going to ©elgich showed
how fast the West was filling up. As they passed parties on the road,wlagyg atopped to tak
to exchange ideas and news of the road. They usually nooned and stopped over nighiavith so
of the west bound wagon trains who were glad to meet people coming from the West. They could
give them reliable information about the roads they would have to travel.

It took B. R. and his friends just 83 days to make the trip from Oregon City to SthJosep
They laid by seven days on the way: so, as they looked back, it did not seem a very hard trip.

B. R. wrote that, like other men of the West, he was wearing a beard. Tderchil
wondered if they would know him. In fact he had been away so long, the littlsagrised to have
forgotten just how he looked. They studied his old daguerreotypes and talked about Aigleyes
his smile, and the curl in his hair. The boys remembered, especially, how strasghddiehow
fast he walked, and how searchingly he looked at ¢hetraight in the eyes as though he could
see their very thoughtsand they remembered, most of all, how kind he #as!

310 And This Is Our Heritagep. 104.
311 And This Is Our Heritagep. 112.
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William Enyert Returns to Springfield From California Gold Mines
June 1851

William Enyert, born on June 25, 1825, in Hardin County, Kentucky, was married in
Sangamon County, lllinois, on January 13, 1852, to Sarah Elder. They had four children in
Sangamon County. William left Springfield on March 25, 1849, for the gold fieldsldbia.

Only three of the eight others who went with him returned. Williamgeag two years and three
months, and made enough to buy himself a good K&me.

125. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
June 11, 18533

Nevada City, California June 11, 1851
Dear Wife and Children

| once more drop you a few lines informing that | am in toletadakh. | cannot say that my
health is really good at this time. | have been confined in the store so lopgfotabel last
eight months that | feel considerably debilitated. For that wholéliswe not been out of
store perhaps one hour at a time day or night except at the time ayfewhen we were
rebuilding after we were burntout RZHYHU GRQ-W XQGHUVWDQ&PH WKDW , DP
attending to business as usual and a doll or two of medicineittliedeadrcise | think will
make me well and hearty. Hoping you are all enjoying health and happapgssrs to me

a long time since | have seen you all. | wish | was ready tmstartrhthe Steamer. that
carries this letter for | am really homesiBkit for your interest as well as my own, | must stay
a little longer How soon | may start home | cannot saghall not be long about it when |
once make up my mind to start

, KDYH UHFHLYHG WZR OHWWHUV |IHR2PLWK $QIHHL Q FD-IVVMQ E O R W X
directly after | had written and the one of therB@rch a few days sindewas glad to hear of

your good health in generalt has been a great comfort to me that you have all escaped

sickness so well since | have been absahiall send Angeline an answer in my next writing

Mary Ellen and Julieta have written so often that | felt under oblitgatioite each one of

themanote, KDYH QRW UHFHLYHG $GHOLQH-R DE® WHRU)UDWNQ LAY OO
and Elbridge hoping they will be good boys and pay as much attentaitintp ay good

education as possiblel wrote to Emeline about two weeks since directing it to her at

Petersburg The people from Springfield are generally well as far as heavd form them.

Mr. [David] Phelps has been quite sick for some time they used itodipringfield they live

in this city Mr. Maltby and his wife keep Tavern in this City and areMadtby has a fine

boy which she is very proud dthey never had any children until they came to this country.

Mr. Armstrong and family are welr. [Reuben] McDonald is well He stays in this city
most of the timeHe has gone to Sacramento City at this.ti@iee my respects to Mr. Joseph
Ledlie also Mr. & Mrs. Ledlie and say to them | heaschfArthur & John Ledlie a few
days sinceThey were both wellThose mentioned | believe are all the persons | have heard
from lately from our placel saw Doctor Slatena few days sinceéHe tells me he wrote to
Doctor Jayne and enclosed a letter to Mrs. McDaniel about the winagel informing you of

his death which perhaps she has received before this time. In the Isdigs he enclosed a
draft for one hundred dollars He has handled me thenskabsame draft which | enclose in

312 power, p. 92.
313 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 18.
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this letter You will please hand it to helf she has received the first and drawn the money
on it, this will be of no use to héf she has not, she can draw the money on thisthe ___same.
Doctor Slaten tells me that Mr. McDaniel during his sickness which was shwgémnsikle

and had nothing to say about his family or any other subject that wigiblatellhere are

some few things he tells me that he will sell and send whatiniey ir. McDaniel They

do not amount to much however.

Capt. Roberts, Mr. Laing and myself are still in partnership sebidg and miningl attend

the store in the CityMr. Laoing attend our store at Gold Flat about a mile from hete an

Capt. Roberts attends to mining at present. We are doing toler#iblé\igesell about a

WKRXVDQG GROODUYV:- ZRUWK Be Ard khaking ¥omedihingvebMR ILW DQG RI FR
not been a mining long and can not tell how it will pay\Wet have paid out about twelve

hundred dollars for mining claims and will try our luck for mifish@ complete lotteryS5ome

make fortunes at it while others work hard and make notBiraycely. Wages here for hands

mining is 5 to 8 dollars per daywe have paid for a good hand to work 25 feet under ground

10 dollars per day.

The first opportunity | will send you some money. | must closerming my love and best
wishes to you allGive my best respects to all acquaintances friends

Your affectionate husband & Father
Eli Cook

126. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
July 12, 18534

Nevada City July 12t851
Dear Wife & Children

| take the present opportunity of addressing you a few linage been very sick since | wrote
you last. | was two weeks unable to set up scarcely arfytipartimme. | am now mending
slowly although | am very weak in this warm climate a pegsongéheir strength very slowly.
| am able however to get about and hope | shall be wihioretime | have received no letter
from you the last two mails and of course am very anxious to hear frosegatidtated in a
New Orleans paper the Cholera is in Springfield which give me umeetsiness our
acquaintance from Springfield are all well as far as heavd Armstrong and family are well
Mr. McDanials is well | am boarding with Mr. Maltby himself and fangilyvai We have
rented our store in the City and are mining and keeping a store at guwid fiate from here.
Direct your letters as heretofore to Nevada City. | muss @o | do not feel much like writing
this evening. My love to you all

Your husband & Father Eli Cook

314 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letterl®.
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127. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City
August 11, 18515

Nevada City August"11851
Dear Wife & Children

| embrace the present opportunity of writing you a few lines inforoittigat | am in tolerable
health | have nearly regained my health from my late indisposition althbagk hot fully
recovered my strength as yet. Still hoping these lines may ne&cioying good healtH.

had sold out my interest in the store and mining claims to my partners Robentg &aha
have been doing nothing for the last two weeks. | have the store house in this Gignwhich
renting at one hundred and fifty dollars per month and shall eithen@ace mining or
trading in a few daydrading is rather dull here at this time and profits very small. Msning i
as usual a perfect lotterssome making money fast and otheise not paying expenses
Wages are goodb to 8 dollars per day are the regular wages. | shall remain hxié dinid
winter | perservere and try what | can dathink by spring | shall have given the country a
fair trial.

| received your letter dated up to May A8d was glad to hear of your good health also of
(PHOLQH: -V JHR (e KesDyQuwad and | will try and do the same. | shall send yo
some money in a short time which | have no doubt you needr &olfaave heard all our
friends and acquaintances are well that are in this courtese are but few of them in this
section of countryMr. Armstrong & famil.  also Mr. Maltby & familyMr. [Reuben] Mc
Donald is also here as wellhave not heard from the Ledlies for several we€key were
well when last heard from. In your letter | receiveata fnom Franklin He says he is out of
employment and going to school in a few.daysuld say to him be employed in some way
if not at work go to school pay as much attention to learning as possible.

Give my love and best respects to Emeline.
| send my love and best wishes for your prosperity and happiness to you all

Your affectionate husband & father
Eli Cook

128. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City
September 27, 18515

Nevada City Septembet @71
Dear Wife & Children

| once more address you a few lines informing you that | arhop@ip you are all enjoying
the same blessing. | have been in bad health for the last three mohthemdw regained
my health. | am commencing business in this city again and expewitohere until spring.
| am really in hopes that | shall be able to return home by thabtiim other words make
enough to justify me in doing so. | received your letteryfidufrom Ohio and was very
glad to hear from you and my relatives | was sorry to heser lodd health my mother and
brother but it was encouraging to hear that they were improving

315> The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 20.
316 The Society of California Pioneer€£057958 EIli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 21.
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It has given me much trouble to hear of the situation of Emélhegpe her indisposition will

not be of long duration and be in far away far from her and not knowing the particulars of the
case of course | am not able to advise what is best she oughthawé received any
communication or letter from that source after she was married. Pleéhsea@reipt of this

letter write me how she is and all the particulars of the case.

| was in San Francisco last week purchasing goods. | saw Beuemti@cquaintances there
Were all well | saw J__ Saundersiim and her family are well and doing well. He says |
also saw Mr. James F. Reed for the first time [since] | have been in the country.

Mr.ReedGRQ-W DSSHDU WR KDYH F KdiQakho@alxQavdr HiDfshSy{H DUDQFH D
are all well and could not be induced to leave CaliforniaCadien Keyes is to be married in

a few days. Mr. Lusbaum from Springfield is in San Franeifiog goods He has made

money. | staid two or three nights with the Mr. __ Ledlie in Sacramento City asdament

and returned. They are well and doing very, ikdluben McDonald is at Auburn about forty

miles from here.l saw him a few weeks sindde was in good healttMr. Maltby and his

family live here and are well. Also Mr. [Benjamin] Armstronchanfamily are well and all

of our acquaintances so far as | have heard. Capt. Robestarivhome in two weeksg h

says So it appears | have to stay here as long as any if notdonhiyshall make my stay as

short as possible.

| should by all means have sent you some money before this time but having just @mmence
business agairl must post pone until the next mail. At that time | will sedspme No
more at present

| send my love to you all

Your Husband and Father

Eli Cook

Benjamin Robert Biddle Returns From California

Journal, Friday, September 26, 1854

129. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
November 12, 185%8

Nevada City November"1s51
Dear Wife & Children
| once more send you a few lines informing you that | am well hoping you areyalfeh

same inestimable blessing. | am very anxious to see you all oncét lm@édong time since
| have seen you. | hope it will not be a great while loigeill be several months however

317 Journal Friday, September 26, 1851, p. 3.
318 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Letter&etter # 22.
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Capt. W. E. Roberts started home the first of this month as | infloymel believe in my last
letter. | am in partnership with a gentleman from Vermont by the name Gfr&y a real go
ahead business Yankede is at San Francisco nearly all the time buying goods and sending
them up to me.l remain here and sell theni.was down to San Francisco about five weeks
since as | informed you in my last letter. | saw Saunders LRdzn, Wiley and the Ledlies.

They were all wellSo far as | have heard our friends are all well in California. Mhy\&al
Family are here and weMr. Armstrong and family are here and well except Mrs. thonts

She has a girl three or four days old and | presume does not feel vatyhisetime. Times

are as good as ever in this countjages for men are six dollars a day. Mining is good and
will be for years| have several quartz mining claims. Tthey have not cosuateyet. |

think | could sell them and make about one thousand dollars on them buictah to

them for some time yetl however devote all my time to business in the store aedalsa
much as | can attend.t&Vith a man to help me we sell on an average two thousand dollars a
week In fact our sales are not short of ten thousand dollars for rifiemehdo not have fire

or some other bad luckl think it will be a safe estimate to say we are making arkous
dollars a piece per month. You will perhaps ask why | do not seedmoey to youl will

merely say that | was out of business for some time after sellimdRoberts & Laning and it

was necessary to retain my funds to commence business again and at thisceme we
money movingWH KDYH D ODUJH VWRFN Rl JRRGY RYHU WKHQ WKRXVD
and prospects flatteringdow it[will] end | cannot sayl have been in business so oftén.

send a draft for one hundred dollars which Mr. Bunn or any ehérehants will cash by you
signing over to themAs soon as you received it write to me whether it is paid or nose Plea
write the amount you owe. | want to send money in a short time to settleall

The rainy season has not commenced yet all thought it ithkateit was in 1849 by some

week or . We are very anxious for it to commenwéen it does commence in earnest or if

it should as it did the first season | __ more goods will rise to doailpléce they aremore

in the mining region and we are well prepared for it. Our stoc& lartfest in this region.

Please write me what is going on in Springfield and how theedettalifornian are doing

which of them came home with fortunes and what say about the Country and wimirgye ¢

out next seasonGive my best Respects to all enquiring friehtispe Angeline & Addeline

will excuse me for not writing this mail. | will write to tbgmext. | have never received

$GGHOLQH -V OHWWHU , ZLO W BVO8 R WL WKHWARJ L WHHO WRHPWK R LW €
my best respects & love. My love and best wishes to you all Most Respectfully

Your Husband & Father
Eli Cook

Eaton R. Hickox Goes to California-1851
Eaton R. Hickox was born on November 1, 1827, in Jefferson County, New York, the son
of Addison and Rhoda Hickox. Eaton was raised in Springfield, lllinois. In 1851, he went to
California and returned in 185%.

John A. Gibson Goes to California-1851

John A. Gibson was born in 1827 in Kentucky, was brought up in Sangamon County,
lllinois, and went to California in 1851. He was last heard from in 1865.

319 Power, p. 375. www.findagrave.com/memorial/2429225®/ed.-hickox
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John W. Gibson Goes to California-1851

John W. Gibson born on November 18, 1834 in Sangamon County, lllinois, went to
California in 1851, and lived at Saratoga, Santa Clara County.

William S. and Sarah Young and Seven Children Move to Oregon

William S. Young was born on November 2, 1809, in Green County, Ohio. Heavdsan
on December 18, 1834, in Sangamon County, lllinois, to Sarah Yocum. They had seven,childr
all born in Sangamon County, and in 1851 moved overland to Oregon.

William E. Higgins Dies on Shipboard on Pacific Ocean on Way Home

William E. Higgins, born in Kentucky, went from Sangamon County, Illinois, teskliri,
and from there, in 1849, to California. He was on his way home, and died on shipbdhsl
Pacific Ocean in 185%°

James Harvey Slater Goes to Corvallis, Oregon

James Harvey Slater left home on March 28, 1849, driving an ox team over the plains, and
arrived in California in September of that y&ar.In the autumn of 1851, he went to Corvallis,
Oregon, and was one of the delegates to the territorial legislature of Oregon (1857-1858), and also
a member of the constitutional convention. He was married there in 185%abdHi Gray, a
native of Georgia. They had nine children. He studied law and was admitteddar tim 1854.

He was clerk of the district court of the Territory of Oregon for Be@mumnty 1853-1856; member,
Territorial assembly; member, State house of representatives 1859; publiisi@e@gon Weekly
Union at Corvallis 1859-1861; district attorney for the fifth judicial distoicOregon in 1868;
presidential elector on the Democratic ticket in 1868; elected as a DenwtiratForty-second
Congress (March 4, 1871-March 3, 1873); elected as a Democrat to the United Statean@enate
served from March 4, 1879, to March 3, 1885; resumed the practice of law in La Grande; Oregon
member of the State railroad commission 1889-1891; He lived at La Grande, Union,County
Oregoi®? and died in La Grande, Oregon, on January 28, 1899, and was buried in the Masonic
Cemetery?®

Squire Waddell Goegto California

September

In 1851, Squire Waddell left Springfield and went west to Californiavotdd
return hone the first of September 1853.

William Strawbridge Dies on Way Home From California

William Strawbridge went to California in 1849. He was returning to his faunilgt,died
in December 1851, in New York City, leaving a widow and four child#en.

320 Power, p. 378.

321 Power, p. 664.
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323 http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplayimd@x=S000476
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John S. Bradford Returns Home

In 1851 John S. Bradford returned home to his family who had remained in Springfield,
and continued his business relations with Mr. Johnson. In 1857 he served as &einof
Public Instruction in Sangamon County and he was one of the Commissioners to diciolantiye
into townships and name them. He served as Treasurer, Alderman, and Mayongfiegp at
various times.

John B. Weber Returns Home

) John B. Weber went to California in 1849 and
returned in 1851. In about 1851, he constructed what is
known as the Sprigg House. Mrs. Julia Sprigg, a widow,
purchased it from Weber in 1853 for use as a residence for
herself and her children.

John B. Weber Housd 851-1853 Sprigg Housg®

Letter from John B. Weber to Joseph Smith
January 6, 1840

Springfield Jan 6th1840
Gentlemen

Your letter of the 1t ult came to hand ten days after date, immediately after wiattadl ¢

in many of the prominent members of the Democratick party, with a view to unite them and
their influence in your behalf; all of which expressed a willisgoeaid in bringing about
justice.

But, | regret to inform you that but few have exhibited thaiggrierthe matter which
might reasonably be expected from all lovers of liberty and advotatual rights.

Your energetick friends were first of the opinion that an effigtitdo be made by our
Legislature to memorialize our Representatives in Congress to ussoedblmeans to
accomplish your desires; But after holding a consultation it was btHavedch a course
would create a party strife here, and consequently opperate against ymgressCo
Therefore it was agreed that as many as had friends in Congresswsfieutd them
immediately, desiring their aid in your behalf. If convenientyiiquiease write again [p. 94]

Any information respecting your mission will be thankfully receivehadeknown to your
people here
Very respectfully yours

Jno. [John] B Web&#f

325 National Park Service Photo.

326 John B. Weber, Letter, Springfield,/ WR -6 DQG 3gaghirigter DANE-0%n. 1840; in JS Letterbook 2, pp.
94 05; handwriting of Howard Coray; CHL.
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summatgfigtom-john-b-weber-6-january-1840/1
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1852

There were fourteen letters in 1852. Of those 14 were letters fiioGo&k, Springfield
former mayor, to his wife. There were eleven Sangamon County resident who travéledouves
traveled with families and those family members are not in cluded in the count.

Gold Mining Declines

Though gold mining continued throughout the 1850s, it had reached its peak by 1852, when
some $81 million was pulled from the ground. After that year, the tkaldeclined gradually,
leveling off to around $45 million per year by 1857. Settlement in California continued, however,
and by 1860 the stafepopulation was 380,000.

By 1852, the California population reached at least 200,000. Tvere observers
complained, too many miners relying on too little gold for stippo 1849, a miner might
have made $16 per day or more. Miners depleted the placer deposits and mareveeén
reducing the average dailyagep Even without these figures, miners knew at the time that
the easy days of the placers wereGver.

130. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
January 27, 185228

Nevada City Januay' 1852
Dear Wife & Children

| am well at present and doing well. Hoping you are enjoyiddigatth. | have not received
any letter from you for some time. Not any by either ofafteéewo mails and of course am
very anxious to hear from your. Business has been very doad thits winter. Much better
than last. The weather here is as fine as | ever savit irStne month of May at home. In
fact it could not be finer. Our friends from lllinois are aelfar as | have heard. Mr. Elijah
Cook Matheny & family are here and well. Mr. Ledlies were Walifew days since | heard
from them Mr. McDonaldsl was here a short time since and wasMve]David] Phelps and
family are welll | am boarding with them at this time. Board is cheap now only twelve dollars
per week. You will say that would be a large price to pay in 8fafibgtiwe do not consider
LW KLJK ,-YH HQFORVHG , VHQG \RXYWBRKMXQKQHG&G GRWBBDB\6WKLF
you can sell to any of the merchants for cash in Springfield. Givesthmgdpects to all
inquiring friends.

My love to you all. Your Husband & father

E. Cook

327 Rogers p. 40.
328 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 23.
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131. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
February 11, 18522°

Nevada City February"1B52
Dear Wife & Children

| take pleasure in sending you a few lines once more informirtgatd am well and doing
well at present. Hoping you all are in good health and happy. ketegeiv letter of the"s
Dec. last and was glad to hear that you were all well. Althosigreiy iunpleasant and
disagreeable to remain so long awhile from you. Yet ieigtacgmfort to hear of your general
good health the most of the time. Perhaps there was not or@ambdo California at the
time | did who would be more anxious to return home than myself. Butéigerit to be my
duty to remain awhile longer. In fact it would be imprudent in mgitta good business and
return immediately for in so doing | should have to go insinbss there from eight to two
thousand dollars per month cash. | do not think we could do the Ba Springfield.
Although we keep a heavy stock of goods on hand. If | do not make monkwydatdsefor
thewantd DWWHQWLRQ WR EXVLQHVYV 2XU VWRWHLYVKWMHDROG FORVH
is opened at day light in the morning. | am not the one that gets aiysm ¢he morning,
however. But am the last one up at night. Mining in the country is good yet daseifin
mining as when | first came to the country. But as a general thivgg gdseasy to find rich
diggings. Wages are one hundred dollars for month and ___ found so you will ffexteive
this is not a very hard country for those who wish to work. Bubsliéve there is more men
become disheartened in this country than any other. | have been in thestdatdrowever

is plain they came to the country expecting to get their gold without muah eroluabour

but of course were disappointed.

Our acquaintances are well as far as | have heard. | send geadhd of Draft on Adams
& Co. for two hundred dollars. If the first has not come to hamda draw on this. Please
write if you received the one for one hundred dollatgave not sent the 2 of that. Give my
love to Emeline and my best respects to all my friends, My love to you all.

Your husband & father
Eli Cook

Benjamin R. Biddle and Isaac Constant Leave Springfield for Independence, Missouri
to Prepare for Trip to Oregon-February 17, 1852
Journg/February 18, 185%°

Messrs. B.[enjamin] R. Biddle and Isaac Constant left hererdgstmorning for
Independence, Mo. for the purpose of supplying themselves with stock, &adgonsheir
trip to Oregon.

2% The Society of California Pionegi8057958 Eli S. Cook Letter&etter # 24.
330 Journal February 18, 1852, p. 3.
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132. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
April 11, 18523t

Nevada City April 11852
Dear Wife & Children

| send you a few lines informing you that | am well hoping you amej@ling the same
blessing. | received no letter from the last mail but thar@iker mail now and by which |
hope | shall hear from you. | sent you a draft some time $br two hundred dollars which
| hope you have received before this time. Please write aftddet me know how you are
doing. | sent a letter by ,alast mail to Emeline buet omitteehtd one to you. | am doing
well in this country at this time of making money is doing well. nhakimg at least one
thousand dollars per month and using myself up to do it. 1 am engaged in linsimeasly
PRUQ XQWLO R-FORFN DW QLJKW PXQUW VEEHOHE B/WRHIKHHQHWVBKD G |IH
3 to 400 dollars per day. | presume | shall come homeéeaiany months roll round and
perhaps return to California again. | could come home now hetht gen thousand dollars
so you see | have not been idle.

My love to all

Yours Eli Cook

George L. Eastman and Hiram Bristol Leave for California, and Dr. Anson G. Henry and
Family, Benjamin R. Biddle and Family, Isaac Constant,
William R. Merriman and Family and Charles Halsted Leave Springfield for Oregon
April 6, 1852

FOR THE WEST.-Dr. A. G. Henry and family, Mr. Biddle and family, Isaac Constadt
family, Wm. Merriman and family, and Charles Halsted, lef lyesterday morning for
Oregon, and Messrs. George Eastman and Hiram Bristol for Califalinvialuable citizens.

RegisteApril 7, 185232

Quite a number of persons left this city on Tuesday morning for Qrégoong them were
Dr. A. G. Henry and family, Phillip Stone and family, J. H. Kéraohal family, Isaac Constant
and family, Wm. Merriman and family. Messrs. George Eastnhiiram Bristol also left
for California. About a week since, Jacob Johnson, Elijatodo@@snuel Estill and Robert
Hill left Indian Creek Menard County, for Independence, designing tatgeith the above
companyJournalApril 8, 185233

We omitted to state on Wednesday, that B. R. Biddle and fanaily among the emigrants
who left this place on the day preceding for Oregon. His briotfeas Mr. Cardwell, and
family, of Jacksonville, joined them at that place.

Journa/April 10, 1852¥

Dr. Anson G. Henry Goes West to Oregon Territory

In April 1852, Dr. Anson G. Henry (1804-1865) went west to dDrég search of greater
opportunity. As in lllinois, he combined his medical practice with the pafguititical
positions. And as in lllinois, he gained both political friends and paitiemies. Historian

31 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 25.
332 Register April 7, 1852, p. 2.

333 Journal April 8, 1852, p. 3.

334 Journal, April 10, 1852, p. 3.
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Paul M. Angle wrote that Dr. Henry had capacity for making two bitter
enemies for each warm friend.

Dr. Henry was a close political ally of Mr. Lincoln, whadebn him for
medical as well as political help. Lincoln also sought neeati@r. Henrys

income by seeking political appointments for him. In January 184d]rii
wrote Congressman John T. Stuart:

‘What | wish now is to speak of our Post-Office. You know | desired Dr.
+HQU\ WR KDYH WKDW SODFH«

. . . Dr. Anson G. Henry
Lincoln made another patronage recommendation for Dr. Henry in 1850:

1 understand you have under consideration the question of appointiAg Gr.Henry to
some Indian Agency,

He eventually was named Indian Agent for Oregon, but het dictnally move to Oregon
until two years laté¥.

Isaac Constant and Family Leave Springfield and Go to Oregon

Isaac Constant, born on April 5, 1809, in Clarke County, Kentuckynarasied in Sangamon
County, lllinois, on February 14, 1835, to Lucinda Merrimamgla@r of Reuben Merriman.
Isaac was in the Black Hawk War from Sangamon County. Inat&ge 40, he went to
Oregon and took a claim under the homestead law. In 1850, heeettorlllinois, disposed
of his property, and with his family and some of his neighbors, emtgr&esgjon in 1852
at age 43. They were among the first families who settled thergh&ifirived, Isaac had
to go two hundred miles with pack animals, for provisions. Tiey veas teeming with
Indians, but he lived to see them all pass away, and surroundiaddeycrcle of friends, he
lived near Jacksonville, Jackson County, Or&gon.

Setting out from Independence, Missouri, with a large wagon train, nb&r@® spent a
hazardous summer crossing the plains and arrived in Jackson County [@tegotihé fall
of 1852. Here he took up a donation land claim lying east of ahédter to become the city
of Central Point’ He later acquired a tract of land west of the county road andaioded

in the present city limits (known as the Constant Tract).

Central Point, Oregon

Central Poin§ geographical location at the intersection of two pioneer wagon trails
inspired early settler Isaac Constant in 1852 to name it just that: Central Point. It lay at the hub o
roads leading north to the Willamette Valley, and east and west to Bute $&ahs Valley and
Jacksonville, Oregon.

It took about six months to make the trip with ox teams taking the Oregon Trail. They had
to consider getting food and water for the animals along the way. They could buy some grain and
hay, which could be used for a short time after leaving Independence, buh&e@on, they had
to depend on the small amount of grain they could carry and the grass that grewtnaiar Yery

335 Harry C. Blair,Dr. Anson G. Henry: Physician, Politician, Friend Abraham Lincolnp. 19. (Portland, Oregon,
1950). Richard W. Etulain, editdrincoln Looks West: From the Mississippi to the Recyf. 185. (Paul M. Zall,
Dr. Anson G. Henry (1804- /LQFROQTTV -XQN\DUG 'RJ

336 Power, p. 221.

337 To be eligible for free land under the donatiordidaw, they had to be in Oregon and file a claifoleDecember
1853.
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little grass was high enough for grazing before the first of Agaihd yet, if they waited too long,
other trains would go before them and take the best of the feed. Thénadlsmremember that,
near the end of their journey, high mountains had to be crossed before the snows (whiatesomet
came in October and November) would close the tt&ils.

133. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
April 27, 1852%

Nevada City Aprd7" 1852

Dear Wife & Children

| once more write you a few lines informing you that | am w@ilhdp that you are all enjoying
the same blessing. | received your letters ofZZ8land was glad to hear that you were all
well. | have sent yod & 2° draft on Adams and Company St. Louis for two hundred dollars
which | have no doubt you have received before this time. uhpedsy your letters next mail

| shall hear of their safe arrival at least one of thenm wiilicanswer the same purposes as
both. Times are good here about as usual. Myself and partners are making absand tho
dollars per month each. How long | shall stay in Califorogamhot say but will make it as
short as | can to do in justice to you all and myself for it is certain that | darbnsiness at
home any more after being in this country as long as | have beemade is so very different
from what is at home. It is as easy to make one dollaakdtets to make five cents in
Springfield.

(second page)

We are doing the largest business of any house in Nevada. Ous matoohthe store is over
two hundred dollars per month. Mostly money lent out at five pepee month. If | stay
in this country much longer | shall become as much ofwaahas Mr. Klein in Springfield
but so it goes. Money makes money. My self and partneoveveventy thousand dollars
invested in business. | have made nearly all that. | have madiagh sesen months. So |
can not regret of coming home before. | was in partpesdth Capt. Roberts for more than
one year and could make nothing while | was with him. But since tivetl as before. |
made money but still | have nothing to say against him for hizleetwcie as much in this
country as he did. Our friends are all well as far as | have heheard from the Misses
Ledlies this week. They are both well. Mr. & Mrs. Maltby ate Wel Phelps and family
are well. | have not heard from Mr. Gormfer two years.

My love to you all

Eli Cook

| will send you more funds in a short time in fact as fast as you need/ttigenwhen you
want.
E. Cook

338 And This Is Our Heritagepp.1 13 and 114.
39 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 26.
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134. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Sacramento City, California
June 10, 18530

Sacramento City June' 1852
Dear Wife & Children

| send you few lines once more informing you that | am wpihgdhat you are likewise
enjoying good health. | have received no letter from ythebgst two mails but presume |
shall by the next. | htion .

| have nothing new to write. Times here are about as usaai. sfill doing well so far as
making money is concerned and every other way as far as | carojudgave no time to
attend to any thing abut business. | received a letter from rtheBAimos last mail our
relative were all well except Lacy. She is very low and helpless he #aysovidumption.

Franklin he says is a good boy, and, has grown so that | would not knovhddhwritten a
letter to Franklin some time since requesting him to go to schiba &ime until | returned.

| have sent one hundred. Will send you another draft for mmesfsend dollars to Amos
to pay his expenses and hope he will go to school all the 8gibeto school send the to
school by all nend the children to school as much as possiblevrite that Adeline and
Angeline should go to school send them to school by all means and dcsalgmd at that if
there is any in the place It is time and money lost going to éepober. | am afraid Mr.
Wright is not doing much for the other children if she dagsdo her duty send them to
some other place. | send you drafts on Adams & Co. for two hundtasddext mail (two
weeks) __ another draft for more funds | will send you. So doghgooecan. | shall be
home tehe time | wrote you | send Lewis & Adams a draft on Adams & Co for five hundred
dollars ask them if they have received it. | shall send them five hundred xhonaihe

| should have sent more this time but thought | was risking enough at oneltime weeks
could not make much difference. Give my love to Emeline.

My love and best respects to you all.

Your affectionate Husband & Father E. Cook

135. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
July 27, 18524
Envelope addressee:
Mrs. Sarah Cook
Springfield, Illinois

Nevada City July 271852
Dear Wife & Children

| am in good health at present hoping you are all enjoyirsguttne blessing. | received your
letters of the 24May about ten days ago and was glad to hear that you were alinvesl.
are tolerable good here. Not so good as it would be if therplevayy of water. The great
difficulty of mining in the Mountain region of California in the sunand fall of the year is
the scarcity of Water. Recollect it does not rainfnene April until November. The weather
here is excessively warm here this summer. The Thermomstearhap as high as 130
degrees some day in Sacramento City. That is more than 20 detferethdin it ever has

34 The Society of California Pioneg CO57958 Eli S. Cook Letter&etter # 27.
341 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 28.
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been in Springfield. So [you] may know we are not sufferingllithezather here. | get very
anxious to return home at times. But am still afraid if | shousd db present | should regret
it and blame myself for leaving while | am doing so welll dball come at the time | have
stated whether | am doing well or not.

| am in good health. Our acquaintances here are wdlraas | have heard. Mr.
[David]Phelpsand family & Mr. Maltby and family are all thahare from Springfield. |
heard of Mr. Ledlies few days since. They were both well. | also saw Doctoa $éate
days since. Mr. [Reuben] McDonald is with him near Auburn. Theybo#dravell. This
years Emigration across the Plains & Mountains are coming ifaguitehave seen none get
from Springfield. They say they got along very well and hdeetmeatrip quite quick but |
suppose a great many of them will get the blues after they dget hbieve seen more men
this country dishearted than ever | have seen in any country. WWéHast year there has
[been] four men committed Suicide in this City. One man killed Hifneed last Sunday
evening. He was a merchant here and had his family with himisunati known for what
cause that he committed so rash an act unless as some supposed $sive extking. Give
my love to Emeline,

Your Husband & Father
My love to all. Eli Cook

136. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
August 11, 1853*

Nevada City August”"11852
Dear Wife & Children

| received your letters of June 13 and was glad to hear you were apinglitese lines will
reach you enjoying the same thing. | am in tolerable gooddtgaitisent but very low spirited

this evening from some cause or other. | do not however r tioe fo  of today
for __oir ash today is five hundred dollars. | used to thinkat Iplenty of money | should
be [happy] and content. ___in that belief __ was now | am __ st &ftéem

thousand dollars and get the Blues or become low spirited occasionallytasesast good
here with us at least others say they are dull. We sell masuhpr than any 3 stores in
town. Our acquaintances are well as far as | have hesdrolild have sent you money by this
mail but the premium for drafts here are so high that | willrbageé of the cities below and
send by Mr. ___ five hundred dollars.

| hear that was dead. He left this country in very b#th.h@hat however is the fate
of all. We use expectations and fret and expose ourselves tonoake and then die. So
goes the world. We are of no particular use here and soattéorgfter we die. Write to
me. How are the returned Californians are getting along. Theagomgs getting in very fast
_____the __ agreat many families are c . We come to gbiecountry that may
do well but little--of coming of making--a __ going home in a year or two.
Give my best respects to all inquiring friends. Also give my love and best respeets Emeli

My love to you and the children
Your affectionate
Husband & Father
E. Cook.

342 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 29.
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137. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
August 27, 1853
Envelope address:
Mrs. Sarah Cook
Springfield, Illinois
Nevada City August' 2852

Dear Wife & Children

I send you few lines once more informing you that | am welhdpdpat you are likewise
enjoying good health. | have received no letter from ythebgst two mails but presume |
shall by the next. | htion .

| have nothing new to write. Times here are about as usaal. siill doing well so far as
making money is concerned and every other way as far as | cadojudge/e no time to
attend to any thing abut business. | received a letter from rtheBAMos last mail our
relative were all well except Lacy. She is very low and helpless he #aysaovidumption.
Franklin he says is a good boy, and, has grown so that | would not knovhddhwritten a
letter to Franklin some time since requesting him to go to schiba ine until | returned.

| have sent one hundred. Will send you another draft for mmdsfsend dollars to Amos
to pay his expenses and hope he will go to school all the@dile.school send the to school
by all nend the children to school as much as possible youharifedeline and Angeline
should go to school send them to school by all means and to alymaldas¢hat if there is
any in the place It is time and money lost going to a poor teacheafraahMr. Wright is
not doing much for the other children if she does not do her dutlytsem to some other
place. | send you drafts on Adams & Co. for two hundred dollasd.niéd (two weeks)
another draft for more funds | will send you. So do the best you s&all be home tehe
time | wrote you | send Lewis & Adams a draft on Adams & Co for five hundred dollars ask
them if they have received it. | shall send them five hundred more next mail.

| should have sent more this time but thought | was risking enough at onwedtime weeks
could not make much difference. Give my love to Emebhfelove and best respects to you
all. Your affectionate Husband & Father E. Cook

George L. Eastman Leaves Springfield and Moves to California

George L. Eastman, born on May 5, 1833, in Maine, was brought up in Sangamon County,
lllinois. He went to California in 1852 and returned to Springfield in 1870.

138. Daughter Reviewthe Life of Father Isaac Constant*

Father returned after being away for about two years and was acabbypavoeof the young
men. | had been on a visit to Springfield, the home of a cousin ofanth@hile on my way
home, someone told me that my Father had returned. He was standhmglawn and |

thought to myselffyhy that looks like Father, but he seems too youBigtl it was my dear
Father.

Our home and surroundings were beautifully situated, a blue-grass lawn aloosteslithe
house. Many large trees and flowering shrubs and flowers ofedenang picture. Father

34 The Society of California Pionegi8057958 Eli S. Cook Letterd etter # 30.
344 As told in part by his daughter Lavinia Jane (Gan Robinson to her son Thomas Maury Robinsorcanttibuted
by Kevin R. Biersdorff.
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wanted to sell his farm and move with his family to southern Oregon,that sadfou wait
a year and if your health begins to fail, we will go and never say-a word.

Isaac Constant sold his farm and made ready for the long trip @astlarch 2, 1852, we
left Springfield taking the train to St. Louis, remaining there two erddwys, visiting with my
Aunt Jones. | was then eighteen years old, my brother, Tasrfjfigen, sisters Julia and
Margery were little girls, and Alice a baby. Sister Elizabeth wasifubgirl, about sixteen
and proved a wonderful helper along the way. While visiting Aurst 3tweehad my picture
taken.

We were to take the boat from St. Louis to Independence, butwéanrived at the wharf,
we learned that the boat was over-crowded and so had tormaibtfeer boat, and it was
fortunate for us that we did as the one we intended to take was blowimg@rdlwounding
many of its passengers. It was reported that this and anotheet®@ a heated race, and
that the Captain had stat@avill pass that boat or blow this one to hell

Isaac Constarstoutfit was well planned, consisting of five large covered wagossohgly
and also when encountering high water in the rivers, the wagerebedsnstructed so that
if necessary could be raised two feet or more. The wagowéedalso made water tight.
Horses and mules were taken to pull the wagons, and as a pndeataiak along well broken
oxen to the yoke. For the convenience of his immediate fantigdherdered made a four-
seatedhackuto be drawn by four mules.

Mother says there were two large perfectly matched mules at thengheel white mules to
lead. The wagons, mules, horses, oxen and cows were shipped out ahead of us log water fro
St. Louis.

Uncle William Merriman, mothes brother decided to make the trip with us. His wife was
very sick when we started. They had two small children, a boy and a girl.

The early days of April, 1852, everything was in readiness &tath There were many other
families with their wagons who desired to joinfaac Constant Trainmaking a setup of
some 25 wagons. Permission was granted and Isaac Constanttedh<afgain and so
continued until the journeyend.

Sunday was always to be considered a day of rest for fandlibgestock. The fhdian
Country; so called by many, was said to commence about eight miles soirbme
Independence, where in early days was establishéddattedist Shawnee Missign

It was here that many Indians were taught farming, some becoming quite expeirierothat |
work. This Mission was the first stopping place of the wagon tramintakder to arrange
the wagons into a better workable position.

‘Uncle Williams wife, as stated, was very sick when we left Independence. Sh®ulied
first stop and it was necessary to send back to Independence for.a ©@astet night she
died a few Indians came into our camp, perhaps to investigate, atairasoeistrengthl
remember that | was very much frightened on seeing them.

Junction of Oregon and Santa Fe Trails
Continuing our journey - some 41 miles north-westerly from Indepee the train reached
the junction of the Oregon and Santa Fe Trails and anotherutnaihg northerly to Fort

Leavenworth, a government military fort. Here it is said wasghbeginning of what is
known as theOregon Trail.u

26&



Letters From California and Oregon 1852

Continuing - the train proceeded northwesterly, crossing severalstseaatis without
difficulty. Good feed was found for the stock most of the whidiglizng the Kansas River.
Two trails, the upper and lower, followed the meanderings of the@iaptain Constant took
the lower trail as it was reported to be the safer of the two, tidresséd the Kansas. The
water of the river seemed to be quite high, yet but little trouble was erpefr@mccrossing
over to the North from the South bank. This crossing of the Kanszes ithe present site of
Uniontown, and distant about eighty miles from Independence. Theviia soon passing
through the territory of the Kaw Indians, known to be a lazy Ve¢lhas a bunch of sneak
thieves, but we had no trouble with them.

Rain and snow storms were frequent, and some of the emigrants &iuingdk hard to keep
things dry on account of improper coverings on their wagons, and flaesjalnused in
making their tents.

Mother said,| dont remember how long we had been on the trail when a young man was
taken down with cholera. We could hear him screaming witheimer took him in charge,
doctored him, and soon he was fully recovered. We passed many people who hadfturned o
the trail, administering to their sick and burying their dead, resulting framvéues of
cholerap

Our train had increased in size to such an extent that Father déemesssary to divide it,
forming two trains. Father named the Captain of the nevatrdiit soon started out ahead
of ours. The haste they made in getting underway, one would sthgtdee new Captain

thought we were traveling too slow. In about two days we otbaogKearning that they

were forced to stop and rest their stock. Father cautionedtiimg, them to go slower, or
their stock would be worn out before reaching their destination.

Our train overtook the new train several times and some of my girl friends/isibuhe, but
Mother would not allow me to visit in any other tent other than aur ®ector Henry of
Springfield was with the other train. The young man who had beevitBitthe cholera was
his nephew. One day he said to my Fatfaptain, you gave me the same kind of medicine
you took, and see, now | am well.

We stopped one day each week to wash clothes, iron and bake. Mathet wall, so it was
my lot to assume and do these tasks. | made it a rule to prepare dough ia fehzaking,
and consequently we had hot rolls for breakfast. We alscspadial milk can in which milk
was kept for churning, but found it was not necessary to churn, owirepiogfireg and jolting
of the wagon and in the evening would be found a large ball of freshamatta good supply
of delicious buttermilk.

Father, before leaving Springfield, purchased a fine new, lekgeyciove to be used on the
trail and for our home to be made in southern Oregbte. also had a large dining tent, room
enough to accommodate the family. One wagon was used entiralyyiog necessary food
supplies; the tent, kitchen utensils, tables and chairs, and at the rehthendiagon the
cooking stove so arranged that it could be lowered to the ground without lifting.

The wagon train traveled westerly along the north bank of the Kansat® RielMarys
Mission, and continuing, crossed the Little Red River, about 119 miledromest
Independence. Here was found a good supply of timber and quitentityqueaas cut and
packed away for future usélong this section of the trail many severe rainstorms were
encountered which somewhat retarded the advance of the train.

Father had a man to drive the four mules of #ack: A very heavy rainstorm was

encountered, and the mules becoming frightened, started to run&omag.of the men ran
out and seized the bridles and held them until they were over their fright.
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Continuing - Soon the train reached the crossing of the Big Blue River, nate dighe
present town offlarysville; about 170 miles from Independence. Here a rest wasitaken
order to again rearrange the train and give the travietlert® relax and rest, and the stock to
feed and regain lost strength. This was certainly a most beautiftd plsdeour tents for a
few days.

The grass had a blue tinge, and so the early emigrants gave the péame ti8lue Prairies:
Crossing the Big Blue River, the train continued on until it came to tbeBlig River. This
country was the favorite hunting grounds of the Pawnee Indians, sadoodie and daring
tribe.

The Indians here gave the train no trouble, possibly, for the reasonmasitwell picketed
with armed guards, ready for any emergency.

Fort Kearney

Leaving the Little Blue, the train slowly meandered its way north and Wéstame to the
Platte River, some 316 miles westerly from Independence, at orffoeaikearney
established as a U. S. Military Post in 1848.

The Platte River, some writers siythe most magnificent river and the most useless of rivers.
During the dry season it is a small and sandy stream, while during theometrsadgter
heavy rains or melting snows in the mountains it is a big and roaring naadyagtounding

in treacherous quicksands and a very difficult river to cross, amérshould be lost in taking

the emigrant wagons across.

The train arrived at the Platte River a few miles below the heeahof IGland. DeSmet gives
another picture of the Platte River, a more pleasing picture tharethesbgquoted, abstracting
from its defects, nothing could be more pleasing. . . its islarttsve the appearance of a
labyrinth of groves floating on its waters.

Their extraordinary position gives an air of youth and beauty of the whole I§tenkis be
added the undulations of the river, the waving of the verdue, thataites of light and shade,
the succession of these islands varying in form and beauty, and the {heaigtrabsphere,
some idea may be formed of the pleasing sensations which the trapetiences on the
beholding a scene that seems to have started into existenceridébb hands of the creator.

There was but little timber between the Little Blue and the Platte Rreersjreg Cottonwood
trees and Willows, but Grand and the other islands in the Platte were well wooded.

Captain Constarst train arrived at the Platte River early in the afternoon and d;aamgke
everything was made ready to begin the crossing of the river eakt therning. The river
was deemed low enough to make safe fordingreviously stated, Captain Constawagons
had been specially built for fording streams containing high gates, lzeds of the wagons
could be raised some two feet in order to protect their contentsbigooming wet and
damaged. A wise idea it proved to be for the crossing of tiee fdé&so much on account of
high water, but from quicksands which were at all times shifting, farchiegfarming shoals,
alternating with deep water which had to be taken into account while fording.

Captain Isaac Constant, as he had planned, was ready in the early morning towagea his
train through the waters of the Platte to the far shore or banktoéklnot to be used were
driven across before the wagons were taken over, resulting in thembssme animal. To
the first wagon to make the venture, twelve oxen were yoked, drmdaigltaken over to
Grand Island, yoked to a long cable or rope securely fastened toghe td the wagon to be
first taken across. The command was given to start, artbeniger drawn by the twelve
oxen, assisted by the oxen on the island yoked to the long cable. Eacliiskotbly and
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not a moment was lost during the time the wagon was on its way throughr dyedveaier
the quicksands to Grand Island, its midstream destination. All the wagibes tizfin
underwent the same procedure and were safely moved over. Thenstimod was followed
in conveying all wagons of the train to the island and from the istaedotgposite bank of
the river. This was a two days hard and wet work, successiufiplsted, and after a few
days rest the train moved west on its way to Oregon.

The Captain of most every train, as well as the emigrantsdldahéhe personnel of the
train must be protected from Indian and outlaw raids, as well as safeguarding thexéorses, o
and extra livestock. Most every night, particularly while traveling thougt atfestey, this

kind of a corral would be formed. The wagons would be foimbea circle, the front of one
interlocked with the next and securely fastened together with chains, until the cigdaf wa
was complete. Safely within this circle the men, women and childréhatfehey were
reasonably protected from molestation from Indians or outladfter feeding time the
livestock would be driven to a safe haven within the enclosure, anensuftiards were
posted as an additional protection.

The train was now entering tfauffalo Countryand there was no trouble in keeping all well
supplied with fresh wild meat. On account of the scarcity of fire wooslfouwe necessary

to gather large quantitiesfiffalo chipsto be used in the place of wood, and many substantial
meals were cooked over these burning chips, and were alansaahériving away swarms of
annoying mosquitoes.

« The train continued along the trail and many changing scenesdpd@&aey left] behind
the rolling plains, and the rivers abounding in quicksands, where the buffalo lieetina¢ on
by the millions, later reduced in numbers to only thousands by ruthless slaagfberfood
but for their hides. Now in the railroad days, the wild life gfitties as seen by the emigrants
of the wagon train days is a thing of the past. Gradually thessagmeaof the middle west
have become the homes of many people.

Like the early pioneers who settled farther east, built their honogs afrladobe, and their
habits and modes of living were simple and frugal. Personal wentgery few; all are
workers, and the boys and girls as soon as the acquired muscular petwarghieto apply it
to some useful purpose. Everyone was required to work and tthaahkest of life and none
were allowed to waste it in idleness. All this can be said afuttsgenus wagon-train
emigrants who wended their way to the far west to establisimfeelties and loved ones, new
homes in which to begin life anew.

Chimney Rock

When Chimney Rock came into view, it was a wonderful sight to beiwddd@pple traveling
Giver the plains Its massive foundation and its tall chimney formation wene libé&ir eyes,
and many wanted to pay a visit and carve their names in thiareanonument, perhaps,
to give notice to others following along the trail, that friendsatedylarived here before and
that all was well.

Before reaching Chimney Rock, traveling along the trail, our hack |eadiagiention was
called to a little dead calf lying in the road, our mules beftgimened and dashed off the
trail, running at great speed toward a deep gulch. Our regutairveas holding the lines, but
Father, who happened to be in the seat with the driver, took thédimekim and in his
gentle way, talked to the mules, quieted them just a short distanteeftwamardous pitch.
Some of the men left their wagons to help and in the excitemewtf dine wagons was
overturned, and a woman, a very dear friend, was seriously ipjured.

Some few miles to the east of Chimney Rock fthkfornia Ford Trailagain joins the old
original trail, and another daytravel brought the train ®cotts Bluff Continuing, the train
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halted at the south dflorn Creek-some 630 miles westerly from Independence. Scotts Bluff
was the place where an Indian Council was held in 1851, and aftpesige was signed by
the U.S. government and the warring Indians, so no trouble was expected adenticthisf

the trail and none was encountered.

The women of the train seemed to enjoy the journey and its excitamemisl their share
of the work most nobly, even during the rainy days which were vergsdeprel heir work
was difficult and disappointing. Often they were forced to dispense with dosikimgals
as water was everywhere.

Mother says,Father prepared for every known emergency. We had not only theibigy di
tent in which to partake of our meals, to shelter us frostdhes, and during the severe rain
storms we had a large cover tent to hang over our stowgéeict e cooking, by lowering the
side and end strips not only from the rain but from the dust storms which at tirtesbsinvhi
clouds everywhere. As | told you (Granddaughter Ethel Robinson)nadttedr was not well
and it was my work to do all the family cooking, washing and ironing, aed tiodi many
families of the train were not properly equipped for this kindd{,wwonsequently they did
but little cooking or washing on rainy or dusty days. After waslying, and ironing the
family clothes, | know that | had done a good job and was happe d the families just
washed their clothes but never ironed them and, of course, | enjoyedtn &rks wearing
nicely ironed clothes.

Fort Laramie

Before reaching Fort Laramie we crossed the Laramie River, quite &dange considering
that the train was high in the Rocky Mountains and as far as we could juttgesteace of
the river.u

At the Fort, the Oregon and Mormon Trail unite. After a twosdagst at Fort Laramie, the
train came to a halt &ig Springs and another day of rest was taken. The journey up to this
point had consumed about fifty-five days, at least that was thewhjotr all considered to

be very good time, as frequent snow and rain storms had retarded @y jolsome extent.

So far no real Indian trouble was experienced, just a scaremiakirtg it necessary to quickly
form the wagons into a circle and station out the guards.

The camping ground at Big Springs was delightful, an abundance of pure, freahdwvate
meadows of rich green grass. The supply of wood wasagdatie weather perfect. After
viewing these splendid surroundings, Captain Constant ordered the train to staf@mal res
few days so that the weary travelers could be relieved of the stiathand body consequent
to the long and fatiguing journey. The livestock too would have an opportuityperate.

From Big Springs on, the trail was going to be more sewttmma@e difficult, the hills
becoming much steeper and covered with rocks and boulders. Leasprintgeand crossing
Horseshoe Creek the train arrived at the North Platte River Caftgrhaving taken a short
cut and again reaching the main trail, crossing LaBonte Creek amad seadirstreams the
train came to a halt at Deer Creek, 760 miles westerly from Independéme Deer Creek
country was found to be well watered and wooded, and [there was] a gtivdfogeass for
the stock.

The train arrived at and crossed Muddy Creek, a few miles above vehpresimt city of
Caspar, Wyoming is now situated, and is about 790 miles westerlgdep@ndence. In

due time the train arrived at the crossing of the North Platte River, crossing fsouothhto

the north bank. The river was not at flood waters and no troublbadan negotiating the
crossing. The train followed the course of the North Plate Riva southerly direction,
passing the Red Buttes, often mentioned by travelers who have passgdibfare . . . these

two Buttes, quite high and on the left of the trail. Here the trairtfiadiver flowing though

a deep canyon, called tffigry Narrows and it was at these narrows where J. C. Fremont was
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wrecked in 1842. Since then the trail had been greatly irdpamresequently the train had
but little trouble in passing though the narrows. On reaching VBjlangs Creek another
days rest was enjoyed. This certainly was as delightful place, goodeyuretvgreen grass
and an abundance of Willow wood for fuel.

Independence Rock

Continuing - the train now seems to almost encfidependence Rock This rock is said
to be one offhe most solitary pile of gray granite, standing in an open plain, dhexeiglle
long, six or eight rods wide and sixty or seventy fee above thewjtlaithe beautiful
Sweetwater River running along the south side, leaving a strip of grafmyglaadway.
Independence Rock was sometimes calledRteat Registerfor the reason that so many of
the travelers took time off to cut their initials or names on its gsarnidéee. This general
practice was followed by many of the men and women on this train.n Captstant halted
his train for a week at Independence Rock on the banks of the Sweetlaters a large
granite rock, white, solid and smooth. Father cut his name there addhsangti others of
our train. | went up some steps to its top, probably these steps tuexk aacut or hewn
out by some people who had camped there before. To me it laskiédhere had been a
house built on top of the rock and that portions of a cellar wall hexl ifatlb an excavation.
Camping on the Sweetwater was perfectly delightful and a charmiriigr plesteand quiet.
By the trairs log, Independence Rock was 838 miles westerly from the town ohbhelepee

Soda Lakes

Continuing - the train leaves this beautiful sweetwater camping spot and windg itisevay u
river to where begins the eastern approach t@theh Passpassing the well knowoda
Lakes: The South Pass has no perceptible grade, seeming like a bimadorak twenty
miles wide, and so gradual was the slope of the pass that the aseeeastein side and the
descent on the western side that it was almost impossible toirdefast when the summit
of the pass was reached.

Big Sandy River

Continuing - the train is now traveling along theykeyon Trail-to the Big Sandy River, then
along its north bank, down its course to a few miles above where thedgifd®es into the
Green River and then continuing along the trail, in a southerly direction the traés tom
rest at the crossing of Green River, a distance of about 1,014wedesly from
Independence.

Green River

The Green River at this season is a beautiful clear running stream, ancbgoizedas the
main branch of the Colorado River. It was this river thahtotd ages used its mighty powers
to carve one of the scenic wonders of the worldttaed Canyon of the Coloradand then
comes into life the massiWgoover Dam; the achievements of marpower, which in time
will back the waters of this river, forming a lake extending up the canydisfanee of 115
miles, and in time will be the largest artificial lake in the wbheise wonders, both natural
and artificial were unknown to the wanderers following along tigerOfeail, yet many of
these early emigrants have had the opportunity to visit and viewattte @anyon of the
Colorado.

The Green River was found to be fordable if proper care was t@kenwagon beds were
raised as heretofore when encountering high water. Tievasiconducted to the far shore
without any difficulty.

Fort Bridger

Continuing - along the trial southwesterly, soon pulled up #tootdBridger; established in
1843, about 1070 miles westerly from Independence.
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Soda Springs

Continuing - the train slowly winds its way ovefitb@r River Divide descending Bridger
Creek to the Bear River and then on$@da Springs The following is what Mr. Bidwell
wrote of these springs and their beautiful surroundifigs a bright and lovely place. The
abundance of soda water, including the intermittent gurgling, so called Steamboah®8prings
beautiful and cedar covered hills - all these, together with the rxgri¢Bea charm to its
beauty and made the spot a notable prighe train was camped here for several days, and
the delightful days spent at Soda Springs were long to be remembered by all.

Fort Hall

Again the train was in motion and on its way to Fort Hall, welhkimoatl who had traveled
the trail. Fort Hall is located on the banks of the celebratgkkRiver and was erected by
one Nathaniel J. Wyeth in 1834, while on his way to Oregon with two missionaries.

Fort Hall was the place where all trains stopped for rest,mzasigan, refitting and rerouting.
Those of the emigrants who desired to continue along the old OregotoWeai Fort Boise
and the Columbia River would elect their officers and make up tlir Ttaose bound for
California and southern Oregon would do likewise. Both the Orego@alifdrnia trains
would travel together through the Humboldt Country before partingh&ir different
destinations. Those bound for Oregon by way of Fort Boise and the GoRiwéi would
turn northerly from Raft River. Fort Hall by the train is 1,288 milesiftdependence.

Snake River

Continuing - after a few days spent at the Fort, the train took to thedeaihore, following
the south bank of the Snake River to where the Raft River flowthénBnake. While
travelling along the Snake many Indians were encountered. Théendhe and visited the
train, bringing fresh and smoked salmon to sell or trade with the emigraetindians did
good business, everyone appreciated their friendship as well as thégadithfresh salmon,
this being the first salmon most of travelers had ever seen.

At this point, the junction of the Raft and Snake Rivers, all emigrants bo@rddon via
Fort Boise and the Columbia River would take the trail leading north keethiegdcegon
Trail. Those bound for California and southern Oregon would turn soutinerfpbow the
California Trail. Consequently, the train was divided, gooddigemsd each division started
on its way.

California Trall

Isaac Constant continued as Captain of the train traveling westtgylihal California Tralil,
crossing the northeast corner of what is now Elko County, Nevadpirang the old
California Trail from Utah, at or near the present town of Wdllsyada, and the source of
the Humboldt River. Wells is about 1410 miles westerly from Independence.

Captain Constant was more than pleased with his prd@&& THE PLAINS pup to this
point and expressed his sincere hope for continuing success. Ne aecident happened
to any of his fellow travelers. Only one death, bringing sorrosviterhédiate family, that of
his wifes brother, William Merriman. The health of his wife, having shaanderful
improvement, and the health of his children was the best.

It was certainly pleasing news to the emigrants when Captain Constant inforntieat them
next few hundred miles would take the train through the Humboldt Springs/cawduntry
with a thousand springs, furnishing an abundance of good water, and that ties raleago
the Humboldt River would supply a harvest of wild timothy grass, and thegsttoe i would
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be in fine shape when the time comes to bid farewell to the countiyesuad the next turning
point to the north.
Valley of the Humboldt River

Continuing - the train pulled out from Wells and proceeded oragsdawn the Humboldt.
The trip down the Valley of the Humboldt was enjoyed by all, and that esdictipn made
by the Captain was fully confirmed.

Mother says,1 dont remember ever seeing such wonderfully green meadows. The wild
timothy was waist deep, and the water from the many springs was parej coogorating.

Hot springs too were encountered at many different places, the weatimeavaalpathing in

the river was pleasant and enjoyable. The Indians seemegliitelfeiendly and appreciated
many little gifts handed to them.

At the valley at Humboldt Lake all water casks and every @eeptda would hold water were
filled so that the coming desert could be negotiated without muohllesstock. The desert
was said to be a barren waste and waterless.

Desert

Continuing - leaving the lake, the train turned northerly approaching the deserigdating
what the outcome would be. The train is about 1840 miles westarlpdependence. We
entered the desert in the evening, just after we had passed through akéipaitd the trees
were loaded with delicious red, ripe plums. The trees looked ab theydad been planted
and possibly they were by the Hudson Bay Company. We took time out tosgaéral
baskets of this delicious fruit.

While camped at the lake we found many gooseberry bushes with ripe berries amde pf co
the young folks rushed in to pick what they could, picking and eating seemétetoube
and we were surprised to see an Indian boy emerging from the thitket! hurried back

to the wagons for protection, for as a rule when you see an Indiarediogliah is not far
away. My brother, Tom, had eaten so many of the berries he was takeR sary isia day

or two was about well. Mother would not let us see him until he had fullgresto

We finally entered the desert, sagebrush and sand was all @hgeegand the whirling sand
almost blinded the emigrants. We passed many skeletons ofsatathaf the desert. We
come to a deserted carriage just off the trail, and Father excl&imethat looks like Mr.
Ridde s carriage and sure enough it was; for Father, on examination, found his name o
Father said the family must have lost their mules and had to althadeagon. He knew
Mr. Riddle had left to cross the plains, but did not know he had come this way.

Goose Lake

Continuing -The train succeeded in navigating the desert with no loss of livestock nor any of
the equipment, and but very little sickness. The train was now apmyo@ciise Lake
country and grass becoming more plentiful and the water containatkadiss Everyone
seemed to be in better spirits as they drew nearer and nearer to the end of thenleng jo

Ouir first camp site was Goose Lake. Father, in making his usual survexaofglgrounds

noticed that wild parsnips were growing where the stock was to feed and instructed his men to
pull them up and burn them as wild parsnips are poisonous when eaten. Uncle William kept
the milk of one cow for the baby. This cow must have eaten $ttmeendld parsnips, for the

baby became sick with convulsions and only lived a few hours. Tienbatiner, as | told

you, died soon after leaving Independence.

In crossing the desert the train had to travel during the day and tineshigit, and did not
reach the lake until midnight of the third day. Making camp wae sbdathe guards went
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to Father and saidfaptain, cah we lie down and get some sleeather thought for a
minute and answere@yell, | guess you can as you deserve a good rest, but see thgbiise wa
are formed into the circle and that the mules and horsesarelgdastened within the cirele
This was done, and everyone being so tired they must have slept souimdtiiefmorning
there was there was not a mule or horse to be found, as all had been stolenreadalyive

Breakfast was hurriedly prepared and eaten, and most of the tritae ledmp to try and
locate the stolen animals if possible. The old men and boys fvevegleard to camp. The
searchers came to a high and rocky portion of the mountain and cotihe seaimals being
led to the top. They also found where the thieves had camped, tbatlomenules had been
killed - one of the blue mules - and one quarter was on thedsting, and the rest hanging
in a tree close by. Everything else had been thrown on the fudingdhe baskets of ripe
plums we had gathered. The thieves, probably Indians, kept urging the animattagpthe
mountainside, so steep that the animals seemed to be standing almoststrdigatmen
were crazy to go after them, but Father $fiad,one of you shall go, for | would rather lose
them all than one of you brave meReturning on their way to the camp they located the two
white mules and Fathsnmiding pony wandering back toward camp. Supper was ready when
the men returned and it was then that this story was told.

Just outside, and very near the camp, after the men left for thewedhgsts located several
cherry trees and gathered what fruit we could. My share of the dheatesinto pies, baked
hot rolls and in fact cooked other good things to eat for the tired and hungry men.

When we camped that night we failed to see another train cdmpadshort distance from

ours. They had five wagons. Father asked them if they had arsyfbossde. They said,

fio ; but that a large train had passed them that day and if you can overtake them, you may be
able to purchase a few horsed or mules. Father mounted hiambsgon overtook the train

and succeeded in buying two horses, which he used for the wheel of the hack, putting the two
white mules in the lead.

The next morning we continued our journey and as usual. Father went abéad, soad

soon came to a fork in the road, one the old emigrant road, anchéreaatew road which
skirted the lake on its far side. Father followed the old rahtiahfollowed it for quite a
distance when some voice seemed to say to fim,back: He could see no one and
continued on, and again the voice seemed tfsaypack: Once more he halted and listened
and could see or hear no one. For the third time he started on his way, and again the warning
furn back: He paused, looked and listened - nobo®yell, -he said,this third warnindurn
back-does the trick and | will go back. He returned to where the roads forlstekl posign

for the train to take the new road. When the wagons reachitkbef the road, one of the
men came to mother and safys, Constant, it is too early to camp and what does the Captain
mean by taking this new road®other replied,Pbey your Captain Pf course we are going

to obey him, we believed this to be only a camp:road

Father followed the new road until he located a good place to odritpvas not long before
a company of soldiers arrived at the place he had sefiectbd train to camp. The officer
in charge told Fathe®fVe are out on the road to protect the emigranEather then related
to him the mysterious warning he had received. The officerfsaids a warning, and you
did well in following it, for the train ahead of you train was ambushed mdigins while
camped for the night in a little prairie, many of the emigraneskilled - but few escaping!
Father always claimeW®hat it certainly was a warning from on high

The officer gave Father instructions as to the best and safest aagl to treach southern
Oregon. He said that he had heard of our train from trdieadaand had been sent out to
protect us. | felt at the time and ever since, that the Lord had been with us all the way as ours
was a good Christian train.
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The train continued on its way from Goose Lake, crossing the mounthieh&adwaters of
the Pitt River, climbed the reaches of the Cascade Mountains, up and q@asstloé the
Siskiyou Mountains, and down the mountain to Rogue River Valley, and rthien o
Jacksonville, Oregon, about 2210 miles by the log of the train from Independence
Rogue River Valley

Thus ended the trip®ver the Plainsof the Isaac Constant wagon train, starting from
Independence on the Missouri River early in April, 1852 andreyrati its destination in
September of the same year, having partaken of its many joysaashesships during the
months of traveling along the many miles of the trail to theeRRigar Valley, southern
Oregon, all to begin life anew in a beautiful pioneer land.

THE NEW HOME IN OREGON

On arriving at Jacksonville, Oregon, we pitched our tents. Fathbaged a fine ranch at

and adjoining what is now called Central Point. Bear Creek interedatsrtlirom north to

south. On the ranch was a small log cabin, but not large enoughféonibyrso a larger one

was built for accommodatioAlso a barn and several other log houses essential for the use of
a good rancher.

After these improvements were finished we moved to the ranegindite anew in th&reat
West: During the spring months Father planted a fine garden of potatoesameegttables,
some forty acres of wheat and half that acreage in oats.

The following winter was very severe, cold and with deep snow in thainsuriving
starving Indians down into the Rogue River Valley, and along Beatherdettians set up
their wigwams. Father saw that they were starving so visited fhheinddook the Indian
Chief to the potato patch and pointed out to him where he cauldidine potatoes he needed
as he desired to save their lives. The Chief was very gratelateantien the Rogue River
Indians went on the war path, young white men came out from Jacksomvpicketed our
house. The Chief came to Father and told him not to go d&ealyhave Indian guards out
to protect you from them The Indians had murdered many people along the river and in the
valley. Families had been gathered together for protectiareamere urged to go, and Father
said Take the family, but | shall stay at the ran€ne of the Indian guards came to Father
and asked him why he sent the family away, and he replied the people wantedjthem to

(Mother told of many outrages perpetrated by the Indians, but | will not quotsttresein
this review).

Before peace was declared, it was necessary to select a feweyowhg nvould cross the
Rogue River to hold council with the Indian Chiefs. The men seleatdd not go, and so
Father went alone to the meeting and held council with them, which lédalb a peace
agreement. The Indians saifour young men are cowardg-ather said they were not
cowards andlhe reason of my coming to the meeting was, that | had faith in the ppbmise
your Chief, your old Chief, given to me when his Indians were starving for lackwelhich

| cheerfully furnished him.

The old Isaac Constant house still stands on the east side of theurtid read which
separated the Constant farm from the city of Central Point (now ksdha Freeman Road).
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Farm Residence of Isaac Constant, Central Point, Jackson County, Qren3*®

Isaac Constant and family continued to live in the log cabinhentiuilt a large and
commodious frame house south of but not far from the old home.n&heaesidence faced
the county road leading through the valley from north to soutbnt#iced five bedrooms,
parlor, living room and kitchen, a large pantry and several clos$etd.allarge front and rear
porch, and underneath the house was built a large stone-wdlikedeall porch during hot
weather was used as a dining rodre also caused to be built a large and commaodious barn,
a smoke house and granary. This splendid home and farm was gjshi®piace of abode
until the angels called him to his heavenly home, to live fordgterland beyond the grave.
Isaac Constant died on January 31, 1890 at the age of 80 yaarths and 16 days. Lucinda
M. Constant, his life partner, soon joined her loving husband, waiting for hepnothiaed
mansion, forever in the Heavens. Lucinda died March 7, 288tk age of 77 years, 26 days.
They were two of the best people in the world, always kind, generous, atmaitttfovable.
Their goodness was transmitted to their children, a worthy and splendid inberitan

The End
My name is Stephenie Fléfa.

139. Letter From Miletus Ellis About Isaac Constant in Oregon Territory
Journal, Springfield, December 14, 18527

A late letter from Miletus Ellis, in Oregon Territory, mentitret Isaac Constant took the
southern route to Oregon, and that he has bought an improvement andiito&dgue River
Valley, near the mines. He was concerned in the Indian fight at Klaakatrnd lost some
of his stock.

345 http://www.orww.org/History/SW_Oregon/Referencesllivg_1884/lllustrations/Central_Point_084.jpg
346 http://www.oregonpioneers.com/constant.htm
347 Journal December 14, 1852, p. 3.
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140. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
October 13, 1852

Nevada City Oct. 13, 1852
Dear Wife

| received your letter of August22 was glad to hear of continued good health and this may
reach you still enjoying the same. | still enjoy good health. It isadfgnesy healthly in this
country this season. Our friends and acquanitences here &k a@dl far as | have heard. |
see by your letter that you have had the Cholera in Springfield BlgaWatsons fate is a
hard one. After being absent so long from his family to be aakey so soon after his return.
But that will be the doom of all of us sooneer or later. Siccl@tine when it may it is useless
and unavailing to murmet.received a letter from Franklin dated August 23e said he

was well and the rest of our relations except Mother who had beenbutwels mending
and Lacey who was quite feeble. He would start to school it irshdie said | had written

to him to go to school.

Second page
| wish | had written to you some time since to send Adeline & Angdiirestchool you speak
of in St. Louis and | think you had better send them there if yuodtalready done so. The
schools in Springfield are very inferior concerns generadlasliMr. Harvey says one year at
the school he mentions is better than three in Springfield. If you needmopey before |
return write to me and let me know and | will send you moeen toing as well as usual.
Making over a thousand dollars per month and as | have writtea bleftl start home in the
Spring which will make four long years that | have away &ahifyiends and all those near
and dear to me. But should fortuane and return safe it willthe toutual benefit of us all
| hope | send you second of Exchange on Adams & Co, St. Louis ahtimdred dollars
having sent the first by last mail. Give my love and best resgutditee and all the other
children. My love to you.
Your husband Eli Cook
141. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
October 29, 1852

Nevada City. October 29, 1852
Dear Wife and Children

| drop you a few lines | am not very well at present, and condgaqueemy letter shor nothing
serious however only | have been taking a dose of Medicine havindgelgrusiwell for a

few days Josh our friend and acquaintence are all wekhs$ ffiave heard. Hoping these line

will find you all well and contended times good here at least as far as we are interested we ar
selling goods as fast as ever but still intend to close out Early iimthd am for it has been

a long time since | have seen you all.

Give my best arespects to all including friends give my love and best respectssto Emeli
My love to you all
Your affectionate Husband and Father
Eli Cook

348 The Society of California Pioneer€057958 Eli S. Cook Lettergetter # 31.
349 The Society of California Pioneeit8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 32.
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William L. Todd Visits Springfield

Register Tuesday, May 18, 1852° Journal Wednesday, May 19, 1852

William McK. Helm Goes to California

William McK. Helm was born in 1836 in Sangamon County, Illinois. In 18&2was
sixteen years of age. He went to California and was with the Walker (Nicam@guegition.
Returning home, he studied medicine, graduated at the McDowel Medical CollegeLotiiS.

He practied medicine. Dr. Helm married Harriet Wilson. They had four children and resided at
Mt. Auburn, Christian County, lllinoi¥?

Edward D. Baker and Family Move to San Francisco, California

In 1852, Edward D. Baker emigrated with his family to California, establidtimgelf
in the practice of law in San Francisco. There he delivered the funeral ofatianad his early
friends, fallen by the fatal bullet of the duelist, Ferguson and David C. BeckdefThe latter
stands alone as the most brilliant funeral oration ever delivered on the continent oféAmeric

Death of Richard Hodge
May 30, 1852
(1819-1852)

Richard Hodge, born on May 19, 1819, in Smithfield, Jefferson County, Virginia, was
married in April 1838, to Catharine Divelbiss, in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. They
moved to Springfield in the fall of 1839, and had five children. Richard Hodge diktAhwpi30,

1852, on his way to California. It was his second trip tPére.

Death of William B. Ide
December 1852
(1796-1852)

William B. Ide died of smallpox in December 1852, at the age of 56. Hariedbn a
small cemetery on the east side of Highway 45, 5 miles south of HamiltgrO@ltfornia, at the
former site of Monroeville where a monument is visible from the #dfad.

350 Register Tuesday, May 18, 1852, p. 7.
351 Journal Wednesday, May 19, 1852,3.
352 Power, p. 368.
353 Power,pp. 351-352.
354 On June 7, 2014, new gravestones, created by WilBamde Adobe State Historic Park docent David Rrae,
were dedicated by S. Dennis Holland, PresidenhefQGalifornia Pioneer Heritage Foundation & Directd
Public Affairs of LDS Historic Sites in California.
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William Stokes Goes to California

William Stokes, born odaruary 30, 1830, in Kentucky, was raised in Sangamon County,
lllinois and went to California in 1852. He died there in December $862.

William Stokes was born in 1810 in Cabell Co. (present W@gpng Virginia and died in

1859. He married Laura Ann Selover on May 20, 1852 eg@mr Territory. Laura Ann

6HORYHU WKH GDXJKWHU RI 3HWHU BHBEMR yan.UL1l, 1828 ][ DEHWK f%HYV
Trumansburg, Tompkins Co., New York, and died in Forest Grove, Ordgjuitdren: (1860

Washington Co., OR Census): Alice A. born c. 1853 O.T.; Ella bdt855 O.T.; Charles

born c. 1856 O.T.; Laura born c. 1857 O.T. Ref: Stephenie

FloraePDLO ":LOOLDP 6WRNHYV P#ft bf thehpObtevhlisrhd die@ sa leafly G X D O

WKDW KH GLGQ-W HVWDEOLVK KLPVHOIWXRHQHB CHAR XEB KRWRDISB UKVL
Some of the notes | have state that he married first to Tabibhen Bmd may have had a

couple of children by her. Since he was in his 40s when he married Laegayitts assume

there was a prior family. His donation land claim states kiedami Oregon Territory in

1851. He shows up on the Washington Tax Rolls in 1849 but there amorasref him in

Oregon Territory that | have found, prior to that. | &8sueming he may have gone down into

California. It appears he was back in Washington County for a brief i8¥9. He died in

1859 and his (second?) wife, Laura, remarried several year@\aterding to the census it

appears he had 4 living children by Lauyak DYH DOVR VHHQ /DXUD:-V PDLGHQ QDPH
*Laura had infantile paralysis during childhood & was lame the restiéé.hLaura had gone

out west to the Oregon Territory by covered wagon indg&bher sister Esther and brother-

in-law Freeman Lockhart After the death of William, in abo@f,1Baura married Robert

0 3RUWHU p 5HI +LVWRU\ RI 2264 Rebért Barter went-th Qieon2

Territory in 1850 and took up a donation claim near Forest Griyv&852, he was married

to Caroline Brown of Missouri and had three children. Cardiieg in 1859, after which he

married Laura (Selover) Stokes. Children: (1870 Washington Co., @RisyeEbenezer

born 1854 OR, O.T.; Mary born 1856 OR, O.T.; Tabitha born 1868 O.T.; Estella born

1863 OR*®

142. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
December 13, 185%7

Nevada City. December 13, 1852
Dear Wife and Children

| have just received your favors of Oct. 17 €4 letters came by the same mail. | was glad
to hear of your good health although far from you. It isa gonsolation to hear that you all
generally enjoy good health. | am glad to hear that the childrathgwing to school. A good
education is far more valuable than Gold. Although | am fond of Gold also.

| received Mary Ellen and JuH TWey say they are going to school to a good Mistress. | hope
they will improve their time and learn fast.

Elbridge must attend to his stucies also When he grow up to be a mdlhnberegret it
but will say it was the best spent time of his life.

355 Power, p. 690.
356 http://www.oregonpioneers.com/DonUbben_Notes.pdf
%7 The Society of California Pioneeit8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter #33.
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| wish you had sent Adeline & Angleine to the School at St., Louis in pcefésehose you
mentioned but perhaps the are very good Schools. |edcailetter from Franklin of Oct.
17" He is going to school he says to the best teacher he has everamdrthioks he will
learn fast. Say to Messrs, Lewis & Adams that | receivedwbesrdal4 Oct and send them
my best respects. All friends in this Country are all well as far as | hdvelbeh€ook was
here to day himself and brothers are well. Times here are verysggmmtaas they have been
since | have been in the country | expect | shall regret leaving so goodss lati$ireetime.

| have promised to return home but of course shall return at the time apgh@ioine time
next Spring for if | should remain in the Country as long as | could could make monky fast.
presume | should stay the balance of my days but | have been abséamitprmand friends
long enough more especially my family which every man of isdmaund to attend to their
comfort, happiness and educate his children. This country hatesuptstion to inence a
man to make it his home a fine and healthy climate no wirdeptefine showersof rain
money plenty and every thing else that you want. It may be thaadt@ing awhile at home
| shall bring you all to this Golden Land and make it our homestiotthat | cannot say until
after | retur | am in good health. Hoping you are all enjoying the same.

Give my love to Emeline.

My love to you al Your Husband & Father
E. Cook

143. Eli Cook Letter to His Wife from Nevada City, California
December 28, 185%¢8

Nevada City. December 28, 1852
Dear Wife and Children

| have receid your favor of NoV.ahd was glad to hear of your good health and thast children
were all going to school | hope the school that Adeline & Angedjomgstoo is a good one
and that they will learn fast. Also th4e other children | wantth#érofto be acvery attergiv

to their studies that is the great secreat on obtaining a good educet&n beving attentive

to books while at school and theinking nothing more about them whehswmhiool never
procured any one a good education. It must be gained by close stuéysandepance. |
received a letter from Franklin dated Augu$th23said he was well and the rest of our relations
except Mother who had been unwell but was mending and Lacey who waslieite-Hee
would start to school of us

| wish | had written to you some time since to send Adeline & Angelireedohool you speak
of in St. Louis and | think you had better send them there if yodtalready done so. The
schools in Springfield are very inferior concerns generalasiiMir. Harvey says one year at
the school he mentions is better than three in Springfield. If you neednmooey before |
return write to me and let me know and | will send you moem tloing as well as usual.
Making over a thousand dollars per month and as | have writtee bleédl start home in the
Spring which will make four long years that | have away d&aahifsiends and all those near
and dear to me. But should fortuane and return safe it will the tautual benefit of us all
Ihope | send you second of Exchange on Adams & Co, St. Lotiisderhundred dollars
having sent the first by last mail. Give my love and best resfigntditee and all the other
children. My love to you.

Your husband Eli Cook

%8 The Society of California Pioneei8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 34.
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Afterwards

Lasting Impact of The Gold Rush

After 1850, the surface gold in California largely disappeared, yet snawgrtinued to arrive.
Mining was difficult and dangerous work, and striking it rich required good luckua$ as skill and
hard work. The average daily take for an independent miner working with hiamc&hovel had by
1850 sharply decreased from what it had been in 1848. As gold became more adiffimdtéo reach,
the growing industrialization of mining drove more and more minersifmdependence into wage labor.
The new technique of hydraulic mining, developed in 1853, brought enormous profits but destroyed much
of the regior® landscape.

1853

Benjamin R. Biddle and Family Arrive in Oregon
Journa/January 26, 185%.

We learn by letter that B. R. Biddle and family arrived safedgdd. He however lost his youngest
child after arriving there. Charles Clark, son of Edward Clark,dEskjis county, who went out
with Mr. Biddle, is dead.

Charles F. Hazlitt Goes to California

Charles F. Hazlitt, born on February 29, 1832 in Sangamon County, lllinois, went to California
in the spring of 1853 at age 21 and lived at Tehama, Tehama County California.

William H. Wickersham Goes to California

William H. Wickersham was born on March 7, 1836, in Versailles, Kentucky. lHeekk#he
business of printing in th&tate Journalnewspaper office in Springfield, lllinois. He went to
California in 1853 at age 27, and returned to Springfield in 1859. He enfistadyust 1862, for
three years in Co. C, 124th lllinois Inf., served until the end of the Glail, and was honorably
discharged. He then worked in thsurnal office 36°

Isaac Constant Feeds Hungry Indians, Makes Friends
Central Point HeraldFebruary 15, 191%*

«lsaac Constant, who came to the valley with his family in 18%&ctted a donation claim on a
portion of which part of this city now stands. In February 18%amted his potatoes and garden
stuff, even beans and other tender vegetables. These all grew rapidlg aatimared in the least
with frost.

Isaac Constant raised a bountiful crop, having more potatoes than heeotilteusllowing winter,

however, a heavy snow fell, and the Rogue River Indians, who Had faiteup their usual amount
of food, were starving. Constant supplied them with spuds fronuhtgldsupply, and their lives
were saved.

Two or three years later, during the Indian war, Chief Sam andidweefs came down from the
upper Rogue River in war paint and trappings intending to massacre altebénvihe country.
They camped at Table Rock and while there old Sam remembered thar€posato episodéNo

359 Journal January 26, 1853, p. 2.

360 Power, p. 566.

361 Central Point Herald February 15, 1912, p. 1. This article was repd in theMedford Mail Tribuneof February 19,
1912, p. 5.
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killum Constant, no killum him neighbopgleclared Chief Sam, and he forthwith sent his young
daughter, Mary, to tell Constant that no harm should befall his meigitorsfamilies. The girl
swam Rogue River in the night and walked to the Constant ranch, where she deliwaledrher
message. The Indians continued on down the river to the Galice Cresk wiieee they planned

to kill all of the miners, but fortunately the miners had been reinforced by sdi@iénslians were
repulsed and scattered. This raid practically ended the war.

Death of Eli Cook
(1809-1853)

Journal May 9, 1853362

Eli Cook left for the Pacific Coast in 1849 and died in Nevada Cityifdbaila on March 25,
1853.
DEATH OF ELI COOK, ESQ .

The information of this event, which we learned just as our last pajging to press, has produced
a deep sensation in this commupégd especially it has brought untold sorrow into the bosom of
his family. Mr. Eli Cook left this city in company with six other persons, samgdars since, for
California, with the hope of benefitting his condition. Of those six pessbnsne now survives
Mr. Cook, after much hardship and toil, had succeeded in obtaining arpusspesiness as a
merchant in Nevada, and was making his arrangements to dispose of his pripetrtyisaneans,
and return to his family, when the event we are about to speak of, teokH#aeas in the habit of
furnishing packers with goods for the mines. One of them eetuand complained that an article
was not as good as representield. Cook replied that he might return the article, and he should
receive his money back. The man continued to grossly abuse him,.@ddirordered him to
leave the store. This he refused to do, and Mr. Cook tookdbdigm to put him out. The man
drew his dirk knife, and inflicted two stabs on Mr. Gamle in the shoulder and the other in the
abdomen. This took place on the 23d of March, and he died on thel2&thad previously made
arrangements with a gentleman from Michigan, to return with him. When Mr.fG@auk that he
was mortally wounded, he directed this gentleman to settle up hss afidibring the means he
should obtain to his family,which will be done. The family of Mr. Cook were everyedpgcting

his arrival hereHis younger children had been brought from school to receiveHigrfiamily were
anticipating, after his long absence, his happy arrival. But thitoib@ That late happy family are
now struck down with sorrow. Alas, what shadows we are, and What shadowsWeéayr sie

who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, be their Guide and Protector.

144. Hiram C. Hodge Letter WR (OL &RRNYV :LIH IURP 1HYDGD &LW\
April 24, 185353

Nevada Cal April 241853
Mrs. E. Cook
Dear Madam,

Some two weeks since | wrote to you and enclosed a Draft for Eigharfth@adlars. | now forward
to you another for the sum of one thousand Dollars. Will you kinddMadam as to acknowledge
the receipt of the same on receipt thereof

| advise you to take out letters of Administration there which weiidtéo do. Anything which | can
do for you will be done with pleasure. It is my intentioerider the property here with money as
quickly as possible and remit the same to you by Draft. As ever Madam

| remain your obedient servant & friend. Hiram C. Hodg#&*

362 Power, pp. 227-228.
%3 The Society of California Pioneeit8057958 Eli S. Cook Lettersetter # 35.
364 Hiram C. Hodge was county treasurer in 1853. Healss a practicing attorney.
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Hugh Breckenridge and Greenberry Williams Return From The West Coast
Journal Saturday, November 19, 1853,

We have had the pleasure of seeing two Sangamon boys, just arnvédhlifornia 2 Hugh
Breckenridge, son of Mr. Preston Breckenridge, and Greenberryaméllison of Mr. Elias
Williams, both of South Fork, in this court¥hey left San Francisco on the' @6last month. They
went out to Oregon, by overland, in 185hey worked in the South part of Oregon last wihter
made enough to bring them back, and we guess a little over. Bmrsedn better than they have
done, and a majority a great deal worse. They report thaitivirRdédham may be expected on the
next steamer. After all the lands and scenes they have seen, they can saygaim@h&ounty

‘Wherere we do go, whatever lands we see,
Our hearts untraveled, fondly turn to thee

John B. Campbell Goes To Oregon

John B. Campbell, born on October 26, 1829, in Sangamon County, lllinois, avémédgon
about 1853 at age 24. From there, he went to California and was lastrbeaid 1867 at Petalouma,
California36®

William A. Clark Goes To California

William A. Clark, born on January 4, 1829, on Fancy Creek, Sangamon Countjis|livas
apprenticed to the drug business in Springfield. He was a salesman from 183Bb8tilvhen at age
24 he emigrated to California, crossing the plains. He was married in Redwgod&ifornia, on
September 18, 1866, to Rebecca E. Teague, who was born on July I, 1849, in SpringfseldriMT hey
had two children. The family resided at Redwood City, San Mateo County, Calif8rnia.

James Davis Goes To California

James Davis, born on January 23, 1832, in Maryland, was brought up in Sangamon County,
lllinois. He went to California in October 1853 at age 21. In 1876, higdyfdrad not received any
reliable information from him since June 8, 1856, and had no hope that he wa&fiving.

Squire Waddell Returns to Springfield From California-September 1853

In September 1853, Squire Waddell returned to Springfield from California. He disddkiat
his wife Rebecca had committed adultery and in November filed for divhieeoln and Herndon were
his attorneys.

Squire Waddell Sues Wife Rebecca For Divorce-November 1853
Waddell v. Waddell

Squire Waddell retained Abraham Lincoln and William H. Herndord sued Rebecca Waddell
for divorce on the grounds of adultery. Squire Waddell claimédhehleft for California for two

years and, after his return, discovered that his wife had committedyadRéteecca Waddell failed
to appear, and the court ruled for Squire Waddell and gave him custodyweb tthildren.

https://archive.org/stream/historyofnevadacOOwelldmaifnevadacOOwell_djvu.txt
365 Journal Saturday, November 19, 1853, p. 2.
366 Power, p. 176.
367 Power, p. 204.
368 Power, p. 246.
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Bill for Divorce Of the November Term of the Circuit Court ah§amon County A D 1853. In
Chancery.

Your orator Squire Waddell would most respectfully shew [show] untblgaor that on or about
the first of April A D 1847 he was intermarried to one Rebeteedn, now Rebecca Waddell and
which said marriage was in Sangamon County and State of Illinoratoumould further shew
that he went a trip or Tour to California in 1851 and retuatexiit the first of Septr 1853 and that
said trip was with the consent of said Rebecca; that your otaaidléebecca enough to support
well herself and two children.

Your orator would shew that since he has returned home hedasnformed and so charges that
said Rebecca has commit[ted] adultery or fornication with Williane&Vahd others and verily
believes the same to be true; that he your orator has never had catiorumich said Rebecca
since his return from California; that the same charge of adult®npication has been told your
orator by various person of undoubted truth and veracity. Ydor @rauld shew that he has had
by said Rebecca Waddell two children one Jane Waddell about sixfyggrsand Francis Waddell
aged about four years. Wherefore your orator prays a divatcisalution of the marriage contract
with said Rebecca and for a decree allowing your oratoittiohitdren Prays for the said Rebecca
Waddell be made defendant; that the People's writ of subpoena to isshataaid Rebecca be
compelled to answer this bill and for such other relief as may or sha#étoer fost in the premises
and as in duty bound your orator will ever pray &c. Squire Waddell miri_&ad¢ierndon Sols’™

1854

Elijah Cook Matheny Returns From California

Elijah Cook Matheny, born on June 13, 1826, in Springfield, crossed the plains in 1849. He
remained on the Pacific Coast until 1854, when he returned to Sprindfielas married on February
3, 1857, in Springfield to Alletta L. Vannordstr&h

John Green Goes to California
John Green, born in Loudon County, Virginia, came to Sangamon County, lllinois in 1889, wit

his mother and brothers. After a few years, he went to the Wisconsmileasland then to the northern
pineries. In 1854, he went to California and lived near Merced, Califgtnia.

John S. Baker Goes to California

John S. Baker, born on November 7, 1826, in Kentucky, taught school in Sangamon County for
many years. He went to California in 1854 at age 28, and died on July 30, 1873, in San Ffancisco.

369 The Lincoln Legal Papers Curriculum Social Role Status: Marriage on the lllinois Prairie 138 Docutrfe-D, Document
Signed, Abraham Lincoln, Express Authority, 30 @et01837, Privately Held, Copy in Henry ter Lincoln Collection,
lllinois State Historical Library, Springfield, iflois. 143 The Lincoln Legal Papers Curriculum @&b&ole and Status:
Marriage on the lllinois Prairie 139 Document 5-Eafiscription)

70 Power, p. 480.

71 Power, pp. 340-341.

372 Power, p. 91.
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1855
James Short Lost on Ship Returning Home

James Short went to California and was on his way home in about 1855 whenlievési e
have been lost on the shientral America Hannah Short, born in Ohio on June 5, 1818, married in
Sangamon County to James Short and had two children.

Rogue River War, Southwestern Oregon

The Rogue River War began in October 1855, when a mob fromitiregnown of Jacksonville,
in the Rogue River Valley in southwestern Oregon, killed at leasteigénhtindian people who
were camped near the Table Rock Reservation.

This and several subsequent attacks on Rogue River Valley Indian peeptecard to start an
Indian war that would employ miners unable to mine becausiadght. Land was not an issue.
Leaders of the southwestern Oregon Indian people had signed treaties giviost @b timeir
territory.

Indian people who elected to fight, led by Tecumtum, took shelter i@dhst Range. They
successfully resisted attacks, most notably in the Battle of Hungryhdiktiad of October. Others
elected to put themselves under the protection of regular troops at Foft Lane.

145. Joseph Ledlie Letter to Brother from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
May 30, 18557

On May 30, 1855, Joseph Ledlie penned this letter to his brothé&inéxgp in detail the situation
WKDW KDG EHHQ XQFRYHUHG RQ WKH %DVH /LQH LQ UHJDUG WR -

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas Territory May 30, 1855

Dear Brother 21t is now a long time since | heard anything from you and | fedl tihse been
derelict in duty in not writing to you more frequently. | cam&dhts country prepared to execute
such contract, or contracts fo+r surveying as | might be ablaitofodinh the Surveyor General. |
have now in my employ ten men; have two teams of mules and all necessagnetpripmegular
camp siege. Mr. Charles A. Manners, late surveyor of ChristisutyChil,. with a like number of
hands is associated with me in the enterprise. We arrived hitwe 2th of April last, and shortly
afterwards entered into our respective contracts (for the contracte e taken separately) with
the Surveyor General. My contract was for the survey Glile Meridian line between Kansas
and Nebraska at a point 60 miles west of the initial point onigseli River thence running south
on a true meridian 120 miles. Together with four standagedlgla or correction lines. The first
standard parallel to commence on the guide meridian 30fnaitegny starting point and running
thence on a true parallel east to the river, which will be about ten mileshabplace. The second
standard to commence on the said meridian 30 miles southfosttstandard. This will strike the
Missouri River near the mouth of the Kansas River. The third to be thirty mtlesfthe second
and so on. The contract is estimated at 474 miles. Thepericeile $12.00. Mr. Manners obtained
a contract for a similar survey to be made in Nebraskas tedmmence at the same point | do

373 This account is based on the research for the BbekRogue River Indian War and Its Aftermath, 188801E.A. Schwartz,
University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. Californiat&taniversity, San Marcos Native American DocumBrdject
Source: http://public.csusm.edu/nadp/subject.ht@m &so: Index To Rogue River War And And Silees&vation
Documents Sourcehttp://public.csusm.edu/nadp/dindex.htm end rigg.type

374 http://Iwww.penryfamily.com/surveying/images/1gme.pd
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and run north to the Missouri River, making his standard paradiel 84 miles. His contract
amounts to 372 miles by estimate. Mr. M. has also a cdatpdait the iron monument at the initial
point on the Missouri River, and also another to examine and tbstséhdine as ran by Professor
Johnson last fall. In addition to our written instructions, Ivedeierbal instructions from Gen.
Calhoun to test the beginning point of the Guide Meridian line, astiald find any serious error
in the survey of the base line at that point to remain in camp unklaviners should arrive. The
Gen. also gave Mr. M. instructions to the effect that iEhewdired any error in the base line to push
through to my camp with all possible dispatch; and in the evenstan@d out on my line to follow
after, bring me back, return to the office and await furthersordOn the 4th inst. we both left for
our respective places of destination. Mr. Manners via Sihdp#igence to the initial point above
St. Josephs, thence west on the base line, testing the same as he advancedwaly yf the
California road or old military road to Laramie. The road from thieflaLaramie intersects with
the St. Josephs road about eight miles east of my beginning poins witictted about two miles
QRUWK RI WKH URDG RQ WKH 2ZBarvétdlavmRplade kiHlesinatibndbrabéHp ULY HU
evening of the 8th. On the night of the 9th made the necessary obsepfatie Polar Star when
on the meridian, and again when at its greatest eastern elongation tlaniathirasvery satisfactory
a true meridian. | now felt pretty well contented and felt sgrangbpes that | could be able to
proceed next morning. The next morning | tested the base line by tideamérus found; and to
my horror and astonishment found the base line wrong. At this paimtsibuth of west nine rods
per mile. This was a fix. | was compelled to desist fianing 2and finally | concluded to start east
on the line and meet Mr. M. | left my men in the camp (exaept and taking one of my lightest
wagons | proceeded on east, and on the evening of the 13th met Mr. Mil@8%om my camp;
he was encamped on the waters of the Nemaha. He had not discoyemastakes so flagrant as
those | had discovered though there were inaccuracies mess ofiost of the way. That night |
established a true meridian at his camp with my transit instrument anxt theyreompared it with
OU 0 -V VRODU FRPSDVV D Q GHé¢RinGIWRNhiDIihe) Méstwelig niakikd L U
the necessary examinations. | continued with him up to my camp whereedeoarthe 17th. He
found the line worse and worse as he advanced and unfortunately was @¢oonpelle report to
the office forthwith as it was evidently too erroneously run to be passéd silence. We found
some places where the old line was run 1 degree south of wesiesnthere were elbows in the
line of six rods to the mile. On the 18th we started on to tlois foiathe purpose of making report,
and arrived on the 21st. We found, on arriving here that ther@draal returned to Springfield,
lllinois. The next day we proceeded (in company with Mr. Réaef cterk of the office) to Weston,
Missouri, for the purpose of communicating with the General by telegipkent a dispatch on
the morning of the 22nd no answer. Again in the evening | sent a dispatch to Lauphin & Walker,
asking if Calhoun was at home. The next day, in the aftedn@meived a dispatch direct from
Calhoun informing me that he was at home. Mr. Ream had returneddfitie, but before leaving
he had made out a dispatch to be forwarded. As soon as | learnedllibanG@eas at home,
IRUZDUGHG 0U 5 HibePnext day tHeSliphtviRd<took possession of the wires andenve hav
not been able to obtain any answer to our dispatch as yet. Onayesterding we dispatched a
special messenger to Springfield fearing that the wires could ri@depgen. When we shall be
able to get away from here is veiled in the future. Our expamsrint in the aggregate, to about
$600 per month. This looks like a very heavy expense, and is sdyinneal while we are earning
nothing; but when we get to work we shall be able to make it tell piietty/@vean each earn about
$100 per day on our contracts. Having a bad opportunity for writing; being ctméiredall tent,
and that too by candle light. | shall here close promising you somethéin ithe future. Write as
you can. Direct to Leavenworth City, Kansas Territory. Joseph Ledlie.

Nancy McCrea Files For Divorce From Charles McCrea-1853

Charles McCrea was born in 1818 in Pennsylvania. He and his wife Nancy moved to
Beardstown, lllinois, where they had two children. McCrea went tibo@ah in April 1849 at age 31.
He was about to start for home when last heard from in 1855 and it is believed by his friehdsthst
murdered for his money.
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Nancy McCrea retained Abraham Lincoln and William H. Herndod sued Charles McCrea for
divorce on the grounds of desertion. Charles McCrea had gone tan@alifo April 1849,

apparently to mine for gold. In the spring term of 1856, McGrlaultled, and the court granted
Nancy McCrea a divorce and custody of the two children. Thepostponed the alimony hearing.

Bill for Divorce, Affidavit To The Honorable David Davis Jeidd the Sangamon County circuit
court in chancery setting. Humbly complaining your oratrix Nancy Ke@néld show unto your
Honor that she was intermarried with Charles McCrea on or tifgodidy of April Eighteen hundred
and forty six in the said County of Sangamon and State dg)llifibat your oratrix and her said
husband lived together as husband and wife in said County for aboutdthe@ptree years in a
reasonably happy matrimonial state, and before the desertion ofdhbuszand as hereinafter
stated, your oratrix bore to him two children now liveing whollesresupported by your oratrix
since the absence and desertion of her said husband your oratrix further staesdichhusband
on or about the day of April Eighteen hundred and forty nine willidlyvéthout reasonable or just
cause wholly abandoned your oratrix and deserted her, and danvigatle time of his said desertion
your oratrix has supported herself with[out] aid or assistamaeh&o said husband. In tender
consideration whereof your oratrix prays that a subpoena in chamageissue for said defendant,
That said Charles McCrea be party defendant to this bill of aorhiflat he be required to answer
the allegations herof, fully and particularly as though specially [interogatdd]ahd that your
honor would render a decree dissolving the bands of matrimony méwvesnd her said husband
and that such other and further relief be granted your oratrix as her gasguia.

W. H. Herndon Sol [icitor]. for Comp [laindh

Nancy McCrea vs In chancery for Divorce Charles McCrea NacCyelsl the complainant in the
above entitled cause being first duly sworn doth depose and say that the deégatlanathed is
not a resident of the State of Illinois, but of Californibatgrocess cannot be served on him. Nancy
McCrea Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9. Jany 1855 Jos MathehyGZler

1856

146. Julia L. Letterto (O L & RWifd ffdn Sacramento, California
July 26, 18567¢

Sacramento July'2B8856
Mrs. Cook

My dear friend would you believe it that | am yet in the land divthg and have never written to

you yet. Well it is ever so but this is not the first time | thengyht to do so for | have thought of

you and yours many times, of the hours we have passed together s@asuire gind some in
sadness. | often dream of yaDince of being at your house and seeing Emeline, matiedught

it gave you a great deal of trouble and again | dreamed | weatytousand you were just leaving
your beautiful new house bag and baggage and Franklin was sick anpteatitrouble Now my

friend do not think me superstitious, but | cannot help thinking of you and fearing some of you may
be sick or in trouble and what makes me feel worse about it Aatherin the other evening and
says 2. PRWKHU \RX FDQ-W JXHVV ZKR LV LQ 7RZQ , MXVW QRZ PH!'
and they said Frank Cook was here. | told them it was very strangediktdisee my Hawk since

he did not see him yet for Ed had first told him the news. Ed sgp&ace said Frank had been

here some time and was keeping Bar for some hous&sgin Ble had forgotten exactly whete

told Arthur not to believe it, for young Baker was found of tddigngtories when at home that |

875 The Lincoln Legal Papers Curriculum Social Role @tdtus: Marriage on the lllinois Prairie 135 Docuiné-B
(transcription) McCrea v. McCrea Case.
376 The Society of California PioneeiS057958 Eli S. Cook Letters. Letter # 36.
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suppose he has not forgot him yet. | however still feat it nvaye bkf so, he never will be sorry but

once for two thirds of those | have spoken on the subject wish thewbathesrd of California

The day has passed for making fortunes quick here, as fgreageanience goedt just as good

place in lllinois to make money and save it as this is There is many reasons wh@pnmgfeld

WR WKLV SODFH DQG , KRSH VRPHGD\ WR EH ZLWR GRW LIPID D@ GDK
long chat. Do write as soon as you get this for at least it will be two rbefdhs | could get an
answer Tell me something about all of the family and especially EmaMhether Morgan has
caused her any more trouble. And if Frank is with you tell himnlesay think of this placeNo

not sooner that he jumps into the fire for it is death to hundreds and worse than death to thousands
If | thought your son was here | would go myself and tell him whethed employment and a
decent houseFor there are hundreds that land here without a dollar and findedbeagold is not

to be picked up here but many miles off, and that they can neither travel or eaineijth m

Ada and A3you will write to me wont you. How | wish | was there to tease yolitjlesb#, scare
Molly you and SccoleTell me all about the other girlsVhether they have been good girls since |
left or where they have been running after the fellers as expeetvhegding as how it is leap year.
I know you would not do sich naughty things would yf@ll. Elbrige Arthur is well and grows fast
but is awful homesick. Mary says | may tell you she going ta letier for herself next mail to
Malby Ellen, and you may look for it if she does you must be sure to aeswewill encourage
her to try and do letter next time. Now do not forget me but weita long letter there enough of
you to fill up two sheets and write but little | cannottwréach one separate so take this for
all. But the first one that writes to me answer first telawe you fruit this season if you jave send
me some for | may be home by next April.

Mr. Leadlie and his Brother are well, and quite out with California in all tespeept the climate,
they respect name and memory of Mr. Cook very much and althougtl bettex luck than most
men here, no man could say he got it dishonestly. He was respected by all who knew him.

Give my love to all my friends and especially to your own family
And believe me you true
Friend Julia L

Gold Discovered in California$ Santa Cruz Mountains

In 1856, gold was discovered in the Santa Cruz Mountains in Califdfn@nce again, James
F. Reed set out to prospect. Taking two of his deakeased a mining claim from Rancho Zayante.
The area never produced much gold, but the area near present-day Felton is stila&riGolu
Gulch.”
William F. Barger Goes to California

William F. Barger, born on February 12, 1833, in Sangamon County, lllinois, av€atifornia,
in 1856 at age 23 and resided there in Nevada City, Califgfnia.

David Huffmaster Goes to California
David Huffmaster born on February 17, 1831, started to California overlai@bérat age 25.

He lost his life playing with a favorite dog while holding a gun in his hand. Thesidogk the hammer
and the gun went off lodging the charge in the Huffmdstoulder, causing his death in a few days.

877 The Santa Cruz Mountains, part of the Pacific CRasiges, are a mountain rarigeentral and northern California, United
States. They form a ridge down the San FrancisaunBela, south of San Francisco. They separatddloéic
Ocean from the San Francisco Bay and the Santaa Cl&lley, and continue south to the Central Coast
bordering Monterey Bay and ending at the Salinateyal

378 Power, p. 96.



Letters From California and Oregon
Afterwards

1857

Death of George B. Goudy
(18__-1857)

George B. Goudy came to lllinois with his parents in 1832. He attended lllinois €atlelge years
1844-5 and 1846-7 being then resident of Springfield lllinois where he was empl@ypdrasr. Goudy

left Springfield in May 1849 becoming one of the Argonauts of 49 going to Oregon@@&gon in
September of that year. There he became publisher Spinetatorm weekly newspaper. He soon went
to Lafayette, Oregon where he held the offices of circuit auditoshadff. In the summer of 1854,
Goudy married Elizabeth Morgan of Lafayette. One child was born to them. ilnfL8%% Mr Goudy
removed to Olympia Washington where he was unanimously elected public pyiritex Legislature

He then conductetihe Pioneer and Democratweekly paper and did the territorial printinge died in
Olympia on Sepmnber 29, 1857. Mr Goudy was a man of great industry and attained much personal
popularity. He was one of the early pioneers of the Pacific Coast as hisspdrgrandparents had
been of the east and assisted in giving it a start in the course which has since developed that region.

1859
Abraham Prather Goes to California

Abraham Prather went to California in March 1859, and after a few years absemu leerd
of until 1875%7°
1860

Abram Gamble and Family Go to California

Abram Gamble, born on May 5, 1838 in Sangamon County, lllinois, was married on J&&g 4, 1
to Mary Catherine Poley who was born on December 25, 1825 in Carroll Colmdy,T@ey had three
children Charles E., Fannie L. and George A. In 1859 Mr. and Mrs. Gamble moved to &@hgas
the spring of 1860 they were joined by Elisha Poley with his family and Benfankoley and moved
overland to California. Abram and Mary Gamble returned to Auburn in 1866. Not engmoddealth
here they started in the spring of 1867 and crossed the plains to Californjaselthed in Napa City
Napa County, Californig?®

Elisha Poley and Family Go to California

Elisha Poley was born on September 20, 1826 in Muhlenburgh County, Kentucky. He married
in Sangamon County to Sally Shaver who died and he married Mary E. Thrasher. They moved
overland in company with his brotherHaw, Abram Gamble, arriving with their families in Solano
County, California in September 1860. In November, Mr. Poley and Mr. Gaod#dive miles on
horseback without saddles to vote for Abraham Lincoln. A few years later, Mr. Poley moved back to
Auburn, Sangamon County, Illinois. They had three children Joseph G. and Elbert borfomi€al
and Harry born in Sangamon County. Elisha Poley is a member of the fiRol®f & Butler

879 Power, p. 727.

380 History of the State of California and BiographicRecord of Coast Counties., James Miller Guinnp. 1063.
https://books.google.com/books?id=eMoPo5ce31IC&pg=R8RIpg=PA1063&dg=Abram+Gamble&source=bl&ots=
aGBVmeymjs&sig=ACfU3U28dinGe6taUevcz5zK5SnU0G7A8Q&dm&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjFtsnrdPkAhUCh60
KHUHICIAQ6AEWBHOECAY QAQ#v=onepage&qg&f=false
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commission merchants in Chicago, lllinois and in August 1876 expected to move his farely th
from Auburn soori®!
December 1860

Benjamin R. Biddle § Letter From Abraham Lincoln

The Benjamin R. Biddle family were members of the Union Party. They were péirsamdd
of Abraham Lincoln. As a young lawyer in Springfield, lllinois, Lincoln wasrthext-door and then
near neighbor for over 15 years and Benjamin was his tailor.

In December 1860, Benjamin R. Biddle received a long letter from AbrahawolhinLincoln
told all of the latest gossip of their mutual Springfield friends, and gapersonal account of his
campaign and election to the presidency. He also enclosed a small pidtumself, mounted on a
piece of blue calico, which had been one of his campaign badgeshad been worn pinned on the
lapel of the coat of a political follower. Many thousands of them had beenimira North, before
the election; but it was the first one B. R. had seen.

1861
John S. Burch Goes to California

John S. Burch, born in July 1840, in Sangamon County, lllinois, went to California iral861
age 21. He drowned on March 3, 1865, at San Juan, Nicaragua, while on his way home.

1862
Francis M. Perkins Goes to California

In the summer of 1862 at age 30, Francis M. Perkins, born on November 19, 1832 in Sangamon
County, lllinois, went to California and Oregon and from there to Idaho. He lefBEdftold on the
Missouri River for home with about twenty others in a boat and all of them were massacredby Siou
Indians below that Fort on August 3, 1863.

John M. Leeds Goes to California

John M. Leeds went to California in 1862 and on returning was Killed by Indians iretna Si
Nevada mountains. His widow and two unmarried daughters lived in Clinton, Dewitt County, lllinois.

Death of William Stokes in California
(1830-1862)

William Stokes, born on January 30, 1830, in Kentucky, was raised in Sangamon County, lllinois
and went to California in 1852 at age 22. He died there in Decembe?#1862

381 Power, p. 575.
382 Power, p. 690.
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1863

Murder of Hamilton Campbell

1863: THE MURDER OF MR. HAMILTON CAMPBELL- The following particulars of thigagic
event have been handed to us for publication, as they will doubtlesstéxesif o a large circle of
friends and acquaintances in this state, where Mr. Campbell residedyfgreauss.

At the time of his murder he was superintendent of the Teramarra situeged about 150 miles
from Guaymas, and owned by Robt. Campbell, a Mexican named Newttatteother person. Mr.
R. Campbell had gone to the mountains on a prospecting tour, leaving the superintehdeg i
and as the latter did not understand Spanish, Neuratta was requested to filumitthdaime reliable
workmen. and two peons were sent as such. One of these Mr. Ccésidrot send on an errand
to San Antonio, about 6 miles from the mine, and during his absenoairder was committed by
the other peon. This occurred on Friday, June 12, in the afterridr. Campbell at the time was
kneeling down by a large jar of water, in which he was washing and asertiage sivith the
intention of sending it for assay to San Francisco, when the cossadfim standing behind him,
struck him on the head with a steel bar, crushing the skull in aifnighatiner. Death must have
been instantaneous, as only one blow was struck. The murderer then robbed hiakiitgifinom
his pockets between forty and fifty dollars and a pistol, and escdpedrtountains. The only
motive was plunder, as there could have been no cause for revengger peon, on his return
the next morning, discovered the body, and having procured assistamzkjtdar$an Antonio,
where it was buried under the supervision and charge of the Anresaents, in the ground
attached to the church there. Before the steamer left Guymas foaB8aisder, it was reported that
the murderer had been arrested and execyif&d.

Francis M. Perkins Massacred by Sioux Indians Near Fort Berthold

Francis M. Perkins, born on November 19, 1832 in Sangamon County, lllinois, went in the
summer of 1862 to California and Oregon and from there to Idaho. HeteBérthold on the Missouri
River for home with about twenty others in a boat and all of them waseauared by Sioux Indians below
that Fort on August 3,1863.

Alfred R. Elder Writes to Abraham Lincoln

On October 24, 1864, Alfred R. Elder wrote the letter below to Abraham Lincoln. Lihadin
appointed Elder the Indian Agent for the Medicine Creek Agency in the Washington Territory.

Olympia W. T. Oct 24th 1864.
Dear Sir.

The inclosed slip is taken from tbashington Democraé paper published by Urban E. Hicks, he
is one of the men employed by Elwood Evens Esq. the Secretary of itosyTterdo the Territorial
printing. Here is a viper warmed into life, by the patronage of therrtdeent, through Mr. Evans,
and, if Mr Evans is suffered to remain in Office, he will contmiestow the patronage of the
Government upon these same men, McElroy and Hicks. Mr. Hicks published $peqites, over
the signature of Urban E. Hicks & co. by which, we understand, Hicks, iMeaBtfdevans. The
paper, is a disgrace to our Territory and to the Governrheand you the 1st number of the paper,

383 QOregonian July 30, 1863, p. 4, col. This original dispatch was relayed in Salem byG@megon Statesman, July 27, 1863,
p. 2, col. 6. and the above report appeared iOifegon Statesmaon August 3, 1863, p. 4, col. 2.
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know you will view this as a very smatter, in comparison to thengresighty events that transpiring

around every day but though it may to you be an inconsiderableitgat® important one to us.

| would suggest Arthur A. Denny, in his place, he is a true as his Father, and you know him

Mr. Denny would be acceptable to us all, and particularly so, t&@kering, for | have conversed
with him very recently upon the subject.

Very respectfully

Your Obt. Servt

A. R. Elde®*

1865

Abraham Lincoln, Speaks to his Friend Charles Maltby,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for California
March 25, 1865.

I have long desired to see California; the production of her gold hraseébeen a marvel to me, and
her stand for the Union, her generous offerings to the Sanitary (Com)niasid her loyal
representatives have endeared your people to me; and nothing weuie giore pleasure than a
visit to the Pacific shore, and to say in person to your citeadsbless you for your devotion to
the Union,-but the unknown is before us. | may say, however, that | have it nowasepwhen
the railroad is finished, to visit your wonderful State

President Abraham Lincoln and California
April 14, 1865

President Abraham Lincoln very much wanted to visit California et get to the Golden State.
One of his last conversations before he left for Edrdeater on the night of his assassination was
with House Speaker Schuyler Colfax, who was himself about to de@aliférnia. The two leaders
discussed Colfatrip, prompting Mr. Lincoln to say in farewell:

Don t forget, Colfax, tell those miners that that is my speech towheh,| send by
you. Let me hear from you on the road, and | will telegraph youn &r&acisco.
Pleasant journey and good bye.

Mr. Lincoln, who that afternoon had discussed visiting Californidiwithife, told Colfax of the
importance of the California minevgork:

During the war, when we were adding a couple of million dolng @ay to our
national debt, | did not care about encouraging the incredse wolume of our
precious metals. We had the country to save first. But now ¢haghibllion is
overthrown and we know pretty nearly the amount of our national debtotbe
gold and silver we mine makes the payment of that debt so much theuéésier.
said: Tell the miners from me, that | shall promote their interestisgaitmost of
my ability; because their prosperity is the prosperity of the raattbwe shall prove
in a very few years that we are indeed the treasury of thévorld.

384 Collected WorksVIl, p. 188.
385 Charles MaltbyThe Life and Public Services of Abraham Lin¢@aily Independent Steam Power Print, 1884, p. 134.
386 Abraham Lincoln and the Western Territori@alph Y. McGinnis, Calvin N. Smith, Rowman & Littleld, 1994, p.68.
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Death of Robert Caden Keyes
September 14, 1865
(1819-1865)

Robert Caden Keyes died on September 14, 1865, at age 46. He was buried in Oak HikhMemori
Park, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. He was born on Septembe® 113 Vi&finia, the son
of Humphrey Keyes Jr. and Sarah HandféyHe came to California in 1845.

1866
Grandison B. Crow Returns to Sangamon County, lllinois

Grandison B. Crow, born in Chester County, Kentucky, was raised in Sangamon Caoaoty, |l
He went to Oregon in 1847. In September 1848, he went to California, gold having beeerdistuere
in June 1848. After spending eighteen years there, he returned to Sangamon County in 18@6l and li
at the family homestead in Ball TownsKip

Death of John C. Maxcy in 1866
(1816-1866)

John C. Maxcy, born on September 16, 1816, in Kentucky, lived in Springfield from 1834 to
1849, when he went to California. He was Quartermaster in the United Stayeduaing the rebellion,
and died in 1866°
Death of David Phelps in California Mine
July 8, 1866
(1815-1866)

David Phelps was born in December 1815, at Hebron, New Hampstérevent to California

in 1849. On July 6, 1866, David Phelps was crushed while going through a mine, of wiviah jpart
owner, and died on July 8, 1866. His widow married George Hutchinson, and lived in Caitfornia

1868

Marriage of William L. Todd and Clarissa J. Pike, nee Chase
April 14, 1868

William L. Todd was married on April 14, 1868, in California, to Mrs. Clarissa J, Rikese
maiden name was Chase. She was born in 1823 in Duchess County, New York.

387 Power, p. 428.
388 pPower, p. 235.
389 Power, p. 485.
3% Power, p. 565.
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1873

Death of John S. Baker in San Francisco
July 30, 1873
(1826-1873)

John S. Baker, born on November 7, 1826, in Kentucky, taught school in Sangamon, County
lllinois for many years. He went to California in 1854, and died on July 30, 1873, in San Fréfcisco.

1874

Death of Clarissa J. Pike Chase Todd
(1823-1874)

In March 1874, Clarissa J. Pike Chase Todd, the wife of William L. Todd, died childless in
Sacramento, California.
Death of James Frazier Reed
July 24, 1874
(1801-1874)

James Frazier Reed died in San Jose on July 24, 1874, at age 73. He was buriedilin Oak H
Cemetery?®?
1890

Death of Isaac Constant in Central Point, Oregon
January 31, 1890
(1810-1890)
Democratic Times]Jacksonville, Oregon, February 6908

DIED.

CONSTANT.--At his home in Central Point [Oregon] on Friday, January 31, [k2@@ Constant,
a native of Kentucky; aged 80 years, 9 months and 26 days.

A prince of hospitality, a chief among pioneers in the days whernveas\ardged by worth alone, is
the summary of the life story of Isaac Constant. No marcawver to the valley who more richly
deserved the tribute, and none of the pioneers preserved to thé daydeath more nearly the
habits and customs of early times and the open-handed mode of living ofyeghgrdae. There
was in his composition that union of all the elements of true manhood, embodyindjustcéty
and morality, which made every man his friend, and gave him adnptheeaffections of even
comparative strangers. Coming to the valley in the early fifsest)édon the donation claim which
continued his home until his death. Here, with his faithful wife, who rsiMesuhim, he saw four
loving daughters and one son grow to years of maturity, andaveedspart from the parental roof
to preside over homes of their own. Here he saw the wildefeeslop into the garden spot of
southern Oregon, through Indian wars and times of sunny peace, throughytbe tiays of the
stagecoach and the bustling life of the railroad.

391 power, p. 91.
392 power, p. 600.
393 Democratic TimesJacksonville, Oregon, February 6, 1890, p. 3.
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One of his first crops was devoted to the cause of humanity. The
Indians, after the hard winter of 1852, were reduced to a condition
of absolute starvation, and many of them must have perished had
not Mr. Constant placed his store of potatoes at their disposal. They
never forgot his humanity, and when the Indian war of 1855-6 was
raging, he and his family alone, of all the inhabitants of the valley,
were allowed to remain unmolested on their ranch, secure from
harm because of an act of kindness. [No families in the Bear Creek
Valley were harmed in 1855]

Mr. Constant sense of justice was remarkably keen. A miscreant,
having murdered an innocent Indian boy who rendezvoused at Mr.
C.s place, on the desert, was boasting of the deed to him athis ra
gate, when, without a word, he started to run to his cabin, and the
fellow taking the hint was out of gunshot before he appeared with his
rifle. If he d been a little closergd have shot at hinpsaid the old
gentleman recentlyso mad was | at the wanton outrage.

Of his children, four daughters, Mrs. W. T. Leever, Mrs. WmQ&en, Mrs. C. Magruder, all
residing in the vicinity of the old home, and Mrs. Jesse Robinsaklah@®, California, survive him;
an only son, Thos. Constant, having died some years ago.

The funeral was announced for last Sunday, but the great stofoodnevhich culminated on that
day, cut off access to the family burying ground in Jacksonrikkte@e so it became necessary to
embalm the remains and hold the body at Central Point until such timesiettims subside and
the roads become passable.

The funeral of Mr. Isaac Constant, a Southern Oregon pioneerlieti@t Central Point January
31, took place in Jacksonville yesterday. The storms of the pastek#ohad rendered the roads
impassable, and the funeral obsequies had to be deferred until tfifs date.

1893

Death of Joseph Ledlie in Springfield, lllinois
January 27, 1900
(18_-1893)

Obituary of Joseph Ledlie - Died, at his residence, corner of
Edwards Street and Douglas Avenue, Thursday, May 4, at
8:45 p.m., Mr. Joseph Ledlie, aged 81 years. Those who had
been following the progress of his illness were not surprised
when death called him away, as there seemed no hope for a
day or two of his recovery from a severe attack of pneumonia.
The news of his death, however, will be learned with
profound regret by those who knew him. Joseph Ledlie was
born in Philadelphia, Pa, Jan. 19, 1812. He was the son of
Arthur and Catharine Ledlie who emigrated to this country
from Ireland in 1801, and settled in the East. The family
removed later to Ohio and began farm life there. Joseph
remained there until he was 25 years of age when, in company
with his brother Arthur, he came to lllinois. They returned to @dilipO., the next year and taught

394 Southern Oregon, Statesman Jourr@dlem, February 13, 1890, p. 1.
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returned to the state in 1838, settling with his sisters and brotheupMacounty, where they

farmed and taught school. Joseph came to Springfield inl#846edlie had inherited an inventive

and mathematical mind from his father and it was a natural thatuhe: sé@ppointed by John B.

Watson, deputy county surveyor soon after his arrival here. Whtson subsequently went to

California and left the office to Mr. Ledlie who conductedtlit evedit and ability. The following

year he was formally elected to the office. In 1855 he was aghpniited States Deputy Surveyor

of Kansas and Nebraska and remained in the west until 183860 he was nominated by the

Democratic Party as a candidate for the legislature against Hog.NBh€ullom, but was defeated

by a small majority. He has ably filled the office of county surveyor fai t&sves. He was also a

member of the West Springfield board of trustees and leagps@editable record in that capacity.
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when Miss Emma Snell became his bride and she survives him.edile. was a man of sturdy

constitution and one whose appearance belied his age. No oneaveyjlddged that he was beyond

65 years of age as his step was light and agile, his eyesighirepavdeagood and his voice was

like that of a young and vigorous man. He was possessed of an unagudisgosition and was
communicative and frank with young and old. He had a fund ofmiafion always at command

which he told in an interesting way and so unassuming that everyonettistémedith pleasure.

The funeral services will be held at the resid@ide PRUURZ DIWHUQRRQ DW R:-FORFN

From the lllinois State Journal of May 5, 1893, Page 4. Transcribeiéy S. Brosemer
1900

Death of Charles Maltby in San Francisco, California
January 27, 1900
(1812-1900)

LINCOLN S FRIEND DEAD
Remains of Charles Maltby Will Be Buried in Los Angeles

San Francisco, Jan. 2Charles Maltby, the former business partner, compamiarms and life-
long friend of Abraham Lincoln, was found dead in his bed ystenorning at the residence of
his son, Charles F. Maltby, 1622 Ellis street, with whom he had made hisigertteesileath of his
wife in 1885. Maltby was a native of Vermont, and was 88ymanths and 10 days old at the time
of his death. In his youth he fell in with Abraham Lincoln, kadwo became firm friends and
opened a general merchandise business in the little town of Wégniesl/jl [Maltby clerked with
Lincoln at Denton Offus store in New Salem, lllinois] which they conducted jointly for traee ye
Both fought the Indians and made the campaigns against the Blackhathks, tigiging side by
side, sharing all perils and privations for months of rough campaigning, whatreagthened the
friendship of the two until Lincok death. It was through the influence of Lincoln that Maltby
received his first federal appointment as melter and rafitier San Francisco mint. When Lincoln
was elected president he appointed Maltby collector ahahteevenue for the Fifth district of
California and later superintendent of Indian affairs in Califoriger Lincolns death, President
Johnson appointed him Indian agent at Tule river, Tulare county, whitbrpbsi held for eight
years. Later he was United States gauger in San Francisco amdeayvstorekeeper at Stockton
and Los Angeles. While at Stockton he wrote'tiife of Lincoln,which was published in Stockton
in book form and had a good sale. His resemblance in face aeddithe president was so marked
that they were often taken for one another. Especially was thaetltrigag the winter of 1863,
which Maltby spent in Washington, and was much in the society of the presidgnieréhef the
same build exactly. Maltby wore a beard just like Lincoln. \Afber Maltby was often mistaken
for Lincoln, and when together persons would point to him as the presisiéntbrother. After
Lincoln s death Maltby was often pointed out by children, who $&ieke Is Lincolnpult was then
that he changed the style of his beard, which obliterated the resemiglaltiog was hale and hearty
on retiring last Thursday night. Friday morning he was found dead in hishenamg, peacefully
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expired during the night. He was a veteran of the Mexican Wwarrefhains will be conveyed to
Los Angeles, where they will be interred by the side of those of K% wife.

1905

Death of Charles Elijah Cook Matheny in Springfield
December 13, 1905
(1826-1905)
Journal Saturday, December 16, 19%5.

Charles Elijah Cook Matheny died on December 13, 1905 at age 79 years and 6 ideriths.
buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, lllinois.

He was married on February 3, 1857, in Springdfield, to Alletta L.
Van Norstrand, and they had two children, John R. and Louisa I.

Alletta Matheny died in June, 1864. Elijah was married in 1865, to
Mrs. Naomi L. Rittenhouse, a native of Pennsylvania, whose maiden
name was Schroyer. They had three children: Mima, the wife of
George H. Simpson; Ada L. Matheny, the wife of George Whiting,
and Phillips G. Matheny, manager of the Barclay Coal and Mining
Company, of Springfield.

Elijah Matheny was Deputy United States Marshal for the Southern
District of Illinois for about nine years, and during that timecsad
$2,000,000 worth of confiscated property, at Cairo.

Elijah died on December 13, 1905, age 79, and was buried in Oak
Ridge CemeteryHe was a man of unusual information and at the time
of his death there was probably no man more familiar with tlye ear
history of Sangamon County. He had a remarkable memory and was
a man of wide reading, and up to the time of his death kept himself
fully informed regarding the public and local matters. He had been a
member of Masonic fraternities for many yé#rs.

Death of George L. Eastman
(1833-1905)
Registey December 22, 1905.

George L. Eastman was 72 years of age when he died in 1905. His death, vilhileedtto
senility, occurred shortly after an unsuccessful operation at Rochester, Minnesotédef hesidents of
Sangamon County remember George as one of the early settlers. He was &danno near Auburn,
lllinois, in 1833, and lived there until about 1852

3% | os Angeles HeraldNumber 121, January 29, 1900.
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=LAIB00129.2.170&e=-----en--20--1--tXt-tXIN-------- 1
3% Journal Saturday, December 16, 1905 p. 6
397 Registey Thursday, December 12, 1905.
www.findagrave.com/memorial/30086879/elijah-coo&theny
3% See footnote number 186.
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1948

New Bridge Across Bear Creek, Oregon to Carry Name of Valley Pioneer: Isaac Constant
Central Point American, October 21, 1938.

Yesterday the county court [of commissioners] passed a resolutioa fiang for the new cement
bridge across Bear Creek on the Central Point market road east of thivieityuge structure will
hereafter be known as tHsaac Constant Bridgi honor of the man who first took up a donation
land claim on the land upon which the bridge stands in 1852. This isrighegice with the present
custom of the court in naming major county bridges in hononw pioneer who lived in the vicinity
in the early days of the cousthistory.

The name of this bridge is particularly appropriate on accotim ¢dct that both roads leading to
the new bridge from the east city limits of Central Point amdtifre Hamrick Road, as well as the
bridge itself, are upon land once a part of the Constant claim.

399 Central Point AmericanOctober 21, 1948, p. 1.
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Appendix
Springfield and Sangamon County, Illinois Emigrants to California and Oregon

The Donner Party
Total of 39 Left Springfield

The lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company March 27, 1849 Group
Total of 23
See pag80.

Travelers to West After March 27, 1849 Group and Before 1853.

Total of 158
28. Joe Condell-1849
1. Grant Addison-1849 29. Isaac Constant-1849 & 1852 and
2. S. G. Anderson Family
3. Edward D. Baker and Famil{/852 30. James Constant and Family-1849
4. Bartin 31. D. S. Cook
5. Benjamin Robert Biddle 32. Eli Cook41849
and family:852 33. William Coopef*
6. Henry Bird 34. Joe Crane
7. Margaret J. Hussey Bird 35. Joel McD. Cros8
8. Bird Child 1 36. Grandison B. Crovi847
9. Bird Child 2 37. William F. Cutter1848
10. John R. Blacik-849 38. Henry Doran1849
11. John T. Bon Duranf:850 39. Augustus Eastman-1849
12. Bowlin-1849 40. George L. Eastman-1852
13. Bolivar-1850 41. R. S. Eaton-1849
14. John S. Bradford-1849 42. David Eaton-1849
15. Jacob Braughtdf° 43. Alfred R. Elder1846
16. Hugh Breckenridge 44. S. Elkin-1850
17. Hiram Bristol-1852 45. Garrett Elkin-1850
18. Abigail Brown 46. William T. Elkin-1850
19. James M. Browii 47. Zacharia E. Elkii-849
20. Bush 48. William Enyert1849
21. James Callerman849 49. Hyman Fairchildt850
22. Dick Campbell 50. William Fagg1849
23. Lewis Campbellt850 51. Hart Fellows1850
24. Phillip Clark Jun.-1849 52. A. Fielding-1849
25. Robert F. Coflin (Coughlin)-1849 53. Samuel Fishel-849
26. Ebenezer Colburn 54. William B. Fostert849
27. James Cohsiant 55. Arthur Gadlyi850
400 Jacob Braughton came to Sangamon County in 492 william born in Tennessee, raised in Sangamon
1836. He never married but was engaged in County, went to California, and was married
farming for several years. He started overland to there to Sarah Ide. He came back to Sangamon
California and died on the road between 1850 and County and after a stay of some years started on
1855. his return to California with his family. He died
401 Abigail Brown, born in January 1822 in DW VHD RQH GD\YV VDLO IURP 1HZ 2UOHDQV (
Kentucky, married James M. Brown in widow and two children. Ann E. is married and
Sangamon County. They had two living children lives at Lebanon, Linn County, Oregon. Alice
and moved to California. He was murdered and and her mother reside at Red Bluff, Tehama
robbed there of $3,000 in gold in October 1870. County, California.
His family moved from California to Nevada 48 %RUQ LQ RU g LQ -RKQVRQ &RXQW\ ,00]
thence to Oswego Kansas. raised in Sangamon County, went to California,

married, has two children and lived there.
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Appendix

56. John A. Gibsori-851 94. Elijah Cook Matheny849
57. John W. Gibsori851 95. William H. Marsh1849
58. James Gobbétt 96. James M. MaxcyL.849

59. George B. Goudy-849 97. NANC Mitchell*®

60.
61.
62.
63.

James Gourley

Duff Greenberry
Sowell M. Green
Joseph Hallk850

98. William R. Merriman and
family 1852

99. James McCe&5s

100.0wen F. McCoy-849

64. Samuel B. Hallt849 101.Charles McCrea849
65. Charles Halstd-1852 102.Reuben McDaniel-849
66. William S. Hamilton1849 103.James H. McNabh849
67. James T. Hardin-1849 104.Thomas Moffitd850
68. Harris

69.
70.
71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.

Charles C. Harvey-1849
William McK. Helm-1852
Anson G. Henry and family-
1852

Eaton R. Hickoxt851
Franklin Hickox1849
William E. Hickox

William E. Higgins1849
Richard Hodge-1849

Sarah Grout Haskell Ide-

105.Randolph Moore and son-
1849

106.Morgan

107.S. R. Norris

108.Richard Oglesh$849

109.James Parkinson

110.Pearson

111.David Phelps and #1849

112.Benjamin F. Poley

113.Charles Rollins Po§849

114. William Prentiss

1845
X 115.B. D. Reeved849
78. Lewis Johnso@849 116.Henry E. Robert4-849
79. Edward Jone$849 117.John Robinsofr.-1849
80. Robert C. Keyes aka Robert '

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.

Caden Keye$845

William G. King and family-
1849

John C. Ledley-850

Arthur Ledlie

John Ledlie

William Leggott

Levi D. Lewis1849

William Lightfoot

Robert S. Lightfoat849
Joseph Logsddéh
Christopher Logai849
David Logarit849

William C. Ludlum4849
Charles Maltby and lady-
1849

118.Lewis A. Saunders349
119.Henry Shepherd
120.James Shepherd
121.Henry H. Shepherd-849
122.NicholasH. Shepherd
123.William Shields 1849
124.James Short
125.James Harvey SlatE849
and 1851
126.John Smittt849
127.Spergint849
128.Henry M. Spotswood849
129.N. D. Spotswood-849
130.George R. Steele
131.William Strawbridgd-849
132.William Stokest852
133.Louis Swizled-849

404 Born on January 5, 1820 in New York, married in
Sangamon County, moved to California and died
there leaving a widow and two children.

405 Born about 1780 in Madison County, Kentucky.
He was there married to a Miss Simmons. They
had several children born in Kentucky and moved
to Sangamon County, lllinois, arriving in 1824 in
what is now Ball Township near where St.
%HUQDUG FKXUFK VWDQGV ,Q
his family to Missouri and from there to Texas.
He died in 1848 on the road from Texas to
California. The first religious services ever

conducted by a Catholic priest in Sangamon
County were held at his house in 1829.

406 Born on October 28, 1823 and married Willard
Mitchell. They had two children. Mr. Mitchell
was at one time employed on the Panama railroad.
He contracted disease, went to California, and died
there in 1850.

407 James McCees, born on October 17, 1820 in
Kehtugky, WeHt HrBnY Fs@ngamon County to
California soon after the discovery of gold and has
not been heard of since about 1850.
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134.Giles Taylort849

135.John L. Taylor

136.Lockwood Todd1849

137.Francis Walton Todd-849

138.Turley

139.William L. Van Doren-
Spring1850

140.Van Meter

141.Mr. and Mrs. Waret849

142.John B. Watsori-849

143.Sanford Watsori-84§9)

144.Phillip Weber 1849

Appendix

145.Charles H. Whitesides and
family1850

146.Mr. Wiley-1851

147.Amos Williams

148.Greenberry Williams

149.George W. Willis

150.Richard Willis

151.John W. Yated4:849

152.Joseph R. Young and family-
1850

153.William S. Young and Sarah
Young and seven children-
1851

Travelers to West After 1853-1862

John S. Baket854
William F. Barger1856
John S. Burchl861
John B. CampbeHl853
William A. Clark-1853
James Davis 1853

John Green21854

Charles F. Hazlitt853

10. David Huffmasted-856

11. John M. Leed4-862

12. Francis M. Perkins1862

13. Elisha Poley and

14. family1860

15. Mary Catherine Pole}860
16. Abraham Prathet-859

17. William H. Wickersham-1853

©CoNoU~WNE

Abram Gamble and family-1860

Total Numbers of Those Going West From Sangamon County, lllinois

The Donner Party 39
The lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance Company 23
Travelers to West after March 27, 1849 Group and Before 1852 153
Travelers After 1852 17
Total 32
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Those Who Achieved High Positions in West

Edward D. Baker
1860: U. S. Senator from Oregon

Benjamin R. Biddle
1858: a founder of Corvalis College, now Oregon State University

John S. Bradford
1849: When a governmewasformed for a new State of California, he was elected to represent a
district extending north to Oregon, east to the Sacramento River, and sthehBay of San
Francisco
1850:re-elected as a member of the Legislature, his district having been reconstouicteldde
five counties

George B. Goudy
1852 worked on the Oregonian.
1853 went to Olympia and one of the publishers ofRi@neer and Democrat
1855 56 during the Yakima war he commanded Company C

Anson Henry
1850: Indian Agent for Oregon

William B. Ide
1846: President of the Bear Republic

Robert Caden Keyes
Superintendent of Alamada Quicksilver Mines

David Logan
Finest trial lawyer of his time
1854: served in Oregon Territorial legislature
18641868: Mayor of Portland, Oregon

Maltby, Charles
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for California
melter and refiner in the San Francisco mint
collector of internal revenue for the Fifth district of California
Indian agent at Tule River, Tulare@niy for eight years
United States gauger in San Francisco
government storekeeper at Stockton and Los Angeles.
ZURWH WKH 3/L*H RI /LQFROQ"’

James H. McNabb
Editor of thePetalouma Argu$or twelve years
18621868: California State Senator
deputy collector in the United States Custom House, at San Francisco, California

408 os Angeles HeraldNumber 121, January 29, 1900.
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=LAH1900022P70&e=------ en-20--1--txt-txIN-------- 1
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John Henry Slater
member of the Oregon constitutional convention
18531856: clerk of the Benton County district court of the Territory ofgOre
18571858: delegate to the territorial legislature of Oregon
1859 member, Oregon house of representatives
18591861 published thedregon Weekly Unioat Corvallis
1868 district attorney for the fifth judicial district of Oregon
1868: presidential elector on the Democratic ticket
March 4, 1871-March 3, 1873: elected and served as a Democrat to thedeorig-tnited States
Congress
March 4, 1879, to March 3, 188&lected as a Democrat to the United States Senate

Francis Walton Todd
member of the California State Board of Health
President of the Stockton, CalifaarBoard of Health
Secretary of San Joaquin County, California Medical Society

William L. Todd
1846: designed the Bear Republic flag, now the official State of California flag.

They Knew Lincoln

Edward D. Baker
Benjamin Robert Biddle
John S. Bradford
Isaac Constant
Anson G. Henry
Christopher Logan
David Logan
William Charles Ludlum
Charles Maltby
Elijah Cook Matheny
Charles McCrea
Richard Ogleshy
Alfred R. Elder
Nicholas H. Shepherd
Francis Walton Todd
William L. Todd
John B.Weber
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M aps of northern California and the Gold Fields*®®

409 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History _of SacramentGalifornia.
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RICHARD E. HART

Richard E. Hart was born in Ottawa, lllinois, and attended school and was rafSpdrigfield.

He attended the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign where he eeckis B.A. in 1964

and his J.D. in 1967. He was admitted to practice law in 1967 and has been a practicing attorney
in Springfield for the last fifty-three years. He is a partner in the éfrilart, Southworth &
Witsman. Hart is married to Ann and they have three children and seven grandchildren.

Hart is a past President of The Abraham Lincoln Association and member of the lllinois Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission. He is a past President and board memberSaindpemon
County Historical Society, past Chairman of the Advisory Board of The Lincoln Legaisiapd

past President and member of the Board of Directors of the Elijah lleseHeoundation. Hart

was largely responsible for raising the funds and managing thafay restoration of the Elijah

lles House and the Strawbridge-Shepherd House, two ca. 1840 Greek Revival residences.

Hart is also past President of Springfield Preservation, Ltd., a for-profibretign that has
restored and leased five Lincoln-era houses in Sprind§i&@@rman Settlers Row.

Hart suggested the format for th@oking for Lincolnproject in Springfield and donated his
personal historical research and ideas that were used for that project.

Hart and his wife Ann were also responsible for proposing the design for the Ciyingfield$
streetscape. Their design proposal and advocacy was adopted in lieu of another fooposal
contemporary design. As a part of their advocacy, the Harts purchased and donatscperéofi

lights for Springfield$ streetscape. Since that first donation, the use of the design has spread
throughout downtown Springfield and is now moving into several neighborhoods, including the
Enos Park Neighborhood.

In 1999, Hart was given the City of SpringfigddPreservationist of the Year award.
In 2012, Hart was presented with the Logan Hay Medal. The bronze medal is awaetpobintly
and is the highest honor given by The Abraham Lincoln Association to recognize individuals who

have made noteworthy contributions to the mission of the Association.

In 2014, Hart was awarded the lIllinois State Historical So&dtifetime Achievement Award for
his outstanding contributions over the decades to promoting the history of the Prairie State.

In 2015, Hart was awarded the Springfield NAACP Cha$t2015 Legal and Political Award.

304



Letters From California and Oregon

From 2003 until 2015, Hart served on the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge Cemetery
and was Chairman of the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge Cemetery. He is a founding
member of the Board of Directors of Springfield lllinois African Aman History
Foundation Museum. Hart remains a member of the Board of Directors of The braha
Lincoln Assaociation and of the Elijah lles House Foundation.

For at least the last ten years Hart has been the editor of For The People, aenefslett
The Abraham Lincoln Association, and the lles Files, a newsletter of the Ebgh Il
House Foundation.

Hart$ personal interest has been in the history of Springfield during the tahe th
Abraham Lincoln lived there and in particular in the presence there of African-
Americans. He is also interested in particular areas of Sangamon Coumity theri
period of early settlement. He has divided his published research on thesessvimtar

the Spring Creek Series focusing on Linc®l®pringfield, and the Sugar Creek Series
focusing on the early settlement of Cotton Hill and Ball Townships in Sangamon County.
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Spring Creek Series

Lincoln § Springfield £The Public Square (1823-1865) (2004)

Springfield, lllinoisINineteenth Century Photographers (2005)

Early Sangamon County AntiquesThe Barringer Exhibit (2005) (Editor)

Lincoln § Springfield £tThe Underground Railroad (2006)

Lincoln § Springfield £The Early African American Population (2008)

The Early Court Houses of Sangamon County, Illinois (1821-1837) (2008)

Lincoln in lllinois: The Bicentennial of the Birth of Abraham Lincoln (2009) (Editor)
Lincoln $ Springfield +tAbel W. Estabrook: Robert Todd LincdfinAbolitionist Teacher (2009)
Lincoln $ Springfield +Springfield§ Early Schools (2009)

The Colored Section, Oak Ridge Cemetery (2009)

Lincoln § Springfield +Greek Revival Architecture on the Prairie (2011)

Camp Butler: A Civil War Story: Photographs of Union Soldiers (2013)

Circuses in Lincolr§ Springfield (1833-1860) (2013)

Preston Butler: Photographer in Linc@rSpringfield (2014)

Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks, African Americans in Lic®tmingfield (2014)

Lincoln § Springfield: The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln: May 3rd and 4th, 1865 (2015)
Lincoln § Springfield Neighborhood (2015)

Lincoln § Springfield: Entertainment in Lincofh Springfield (1834-1860) (2017)

Lincoln $ SpringfieldChair and Cabinet Makers (1831-1860) (2017)

Lincoln § Springfield: Benjamin Robert Biddle: LincofnTailor and Friend (2018)

Lincoln § Springfield: Elizabeth Jane Todd Grimsley Brown (2018)

The Collected Works of Thomas Lincoln Carpenter and Cabinetmaker (2019)
/ILQFROQYY 6SULQJILHOG /HWWHUV RI 6SULQJILHOG /DGLHYV
/ILQFROQYV 6SULQJILHOG /HWWHUV-182RB2)DOLIRUQLD DQG 2UH.

Sugar Creek Series

Jones Cemetery Tour: Ball, Cotton Hill & Woodside Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2002)
Philemon Stout Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2006)

Christopher Newcomer Cemetery: Woodside Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2009)
Sugar Creek Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2010)

Vigal Cemetery: Cotton Hill Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2010)

David Brunk Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2010)

Cumberland Sugar Creek Cemetery, The Old Burying Ground (2012)

George Brunk Cemetery, Cotton Hill Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2012)

The StrawbridgetShepherd Farm Site

Thomas Royal: Revolutionary War Soldier and Early Sangamon County Settler (2016)

A Genealogy of the Descendants of John Ashmore: A Tribute to James Newton Ashmore (2016)
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Addison
Grant
arrived in California-September 19, 1849

goes to California-1849
leaves for California-March 25, 1849........ 83
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,
1850 . 216
Alvey
Bolivar
mentioned by Alfred R. Elder in letter from
Oregon Territory-March 5, 185Q........ 214
J. D.
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850........ccccevcveeerineieniieeene 223.......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172
Ambrose
Dr.
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California -April 1851................. 248
Anderson
S. G.
goes to California..........ccceeeeveveriieeiinennns 298.......

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

1850 .. 216
Antonio
Donner Party-those who died..............c......... 51....
Armstrong
Benjamin

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Nevada City, California-October 24,
1850 i 219............
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 26, 185246
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-August 11, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,
1850 i 220.......ue.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 244.............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,
L1851 .o 253..e
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851

Benjamin.
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 26, 1849

Index

Edward D.
and family move to San Francisco, California-
1852, 2710.............
establishes law practice in San Francisco,
California-1852..........ccccvvevieveiieenneens 277.......
goes to California........cccccceveeivieecciienenns 298.......
seeks workers for Panama Railroad-October
10, 1850......cceiiieeeeieeeiee e 23Q..........
Isaac

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172,
John S.
death in San Francisco, California-July 30,
L1873 283,.293

leaves Springfield for California-185283, 300
Thomas

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from

Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

William
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172,
Barger
William F.
goes to California-1856................... 287,.300
Bartin
goes to California...........cccevveerreeriicrieeeninenn 298.........
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter from
California-1850.........cccoevvverveiiienieennenn 222........
Bear Flag

created by William L. Todd-June 15, 1846....42
raised in Sanoma Town Plazalune 17, 1846 44
William L. Todd writes about creating-January

R 4 A3,
Bear Flag Revolt
Sonoma, California-June 14, 1846................ 39...

Bear Republic
turned over to United States-July 9, 1846.....44

.Berger
Charles
Donner Party-those who died................... 51...
Biddle
Benjamin Robert
arrives in Oregon-1853..........ccccoceevveene 280....

California journal concluded- September 1849

1849 ..o 189............

decides to move family to Oregon-1851248
first trip to San Francisco-November 18492

journal- August 1849..........ccccceeiiiieeenns 144.....
journal from San Francisco, California-
October-November 1849................... 165..
journal November 1849...........ccccceuee. 190...
journal- September 1849.............c.......... 154....
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journal thoughts of Springfield- August 1849

............................................................ 332,
journal Winter Quarters from Camp Hills

Springs, California 1849..................... 180.
journal-July 1849..........ccoceeeviiieeiiiee e 127...
journal-June 17-30, 1849............ccee.ee. 118...
journal May 1846.........ccccccovvveeeireneennns 105....
leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852

............................................................ 259,
letter from Reading Diggins, California-

November 1849...........cccovvveviinnnnnn 174....

letter from San Francisco-January 1, 18241

letter to wife Maria-May 1849................. 226

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850 ...........cccccevveenee 222...

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-September 28, 1850.238

mentioned by Charles Maltby in letter from
Sacramento City, California-October 12,

1849 .. 170...........

mentioned by Charles Maltby-January 16,

L1850 ...t 208............

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849..........cccccovveennee. 190...

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 10, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal

October 2, 1849...........cccceeeeiviiienenn. 167....

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal

October 3,1849............cceeeeviiiiinennn, 167....

opens merchandise store at Reading Springs,
California-November 1849.......... 191, 192

prepares for trip to California-1849........... 83.

prepares to leave Springfield for Oregon-

February 17, 1852........ccccocvveeiiieeens 258....

receives letter from Abraham Lincoln-
December 860.................cceeeeeeeeeeennn. 289....
returns to Springfield from California-

September 1851.......cccceevviieeiiiieeene 253....

sends money back home-November 1849

visits lllinois friends in San Francisco-

November 1849...........ccccovvevirennnnnnd 193....
visits sister Harriet Campbell in Salem, Oregon-
1851 . 248
Edwin Webber
birth-August 11 (18), 1849.........c............. 140.
Maria
receives letter from husband Benjamin
Robert Biddle-May 1849.................... 226.
Thomas
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceevveenee. 222...
Billson
Thomas
death in California-1850.............cccccevveneene 85....

Index
travels to California-184Q................ccu..... 85......
Thomas S.
Council vote August 13, 1849................ 145
death in California-1850............cccceeeeennns 224....

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 17, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 3,1849............ccceeeeiiii. 167......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 24, 1849..........cccccceveee. 163...
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849...........cccceeveee. 164....
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Sacramento
River, California November 26, 1849176

Bird
Child 1
goes to California...........ccceveeeverrieennenne 208.......
Child 2
goes to California...........ccceveeevierriennnenne 208.......
Henry
goes to California...........cccevveevieerieennenns 208.......
mentioned by Isaac Constant in letter from
Oregon City, OregonOctober 1, 1849165
mentioned-1850..........ccoocieieiiiieiiiieeenns 237.......
moves to Oregonl1845...........cccceveeeiiiinne 28......
Margaret J. Hussey
goes to California.........cccceeveveeiiieecnnnnnn. 298.......
mentioned by Isaac Constant in letter from
Oregon City, OregonOctober 1, 1849165
moves to Oregon1845........c..cccocevineeen. 28......
Black
John R.
goes to California-1849................... 198, 298
Blakely
Rev.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 1849..........cccceeviiieeiiieen. 127......
Blakeslee
Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 22, 1849.........ccccevvueeinnen. 133...
Bolivar
Mr.
goes to California..........ccceeevvevveiiieiniiens 298.......
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850........cccceevvreeeinreieinieeenne 223.......
Bollin
goes to California-1849............cccccevverieeenne 208......
Bondurant
John T.

death at Sacramento, California-December

23, 1850, ... 240..........
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goes to California-1850Q................... 240,298
Bonney
Benjamin Franklin
letter about traversing the Siere@xctober 1845
OHWWHU IURP 6 XWW.B43.9.\26) RUW
reports on travel from Fort Hatl 845
Bowlin
mentioned by Phillip Weber at North Fork of
American River, CaliforniaNovember 26,

1849 ... 176
Bradford .......cccceviiiiii e 190..............
John S.
California journal November 1849.......... 189
goes to California-January 1, 1849........ 298

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Bidddle in
California journal November 1849.....161

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,

California-1849..........cccceevvrcevrecneenne. 180Q......
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-
November 1849...........cccccvevveveereennnnn 1809......

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,
1850 ..uiiiiiiecie e
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from Sacramento River, California-
September 23, 1849
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
reaches San Francisco, California via Isthmus
of Panama-May 20, 1849
reaches San Francisco, California-May 20,

L1849 ... 5.
returns home to Springfield from California-
L1851 e 256............

travels to California-January 1, 1849........ 75
Branson
Mr.
mentioned-1850
Braughton
Jacob
goes to California
Breckenridge
Hugh
goes to California
returns home from California November 19,

Bristol
Hiram
goes to California-1852 .
leaves Springfield for California-April 6, 1852

............................................................ 25Q...............
Broadwell
William B.
buys saddle August 1849....................... 137..

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October
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mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849 .
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 29, 1849
& D Ghéerdthre®@bydehn B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849...........cccccceueee. 164....
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 3, 1849,
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
mentioned by Phillip Weber at head of
Sacramento River mining November 26,

L1849 .. 176............
Brown
Abigail
goes to California.........cccceeveeeeiiineennenn. 298.......
James M.
goes to California.........cccceeveveeiiereennnnnn. 300.......
mentioned in letter from Benjamin A.
Watson-April 1851........cccccvvvvieiinnnne 248....
Burch
John S.

drowns in Nicaragua on way home from

California-March 3, 1865................... 289.
goes to California-1861................... 289,.300
Burden
mentioned by Isaac Constant in letter from
Oregon City, OregonOctober 1, 1849.....165
Bush
goes to California.........ccccoeveeerveeneeninennen, 298.........
Cabanis
Ethan T.

closes daguerotype room and prepares to go to
California-January 22, 1849
Council vote August 13, 1849............... 145
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849 .

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 9, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 8, 1849
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849..........ccccceeveeee 164....
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
California Emigrants
Addison, Grant-1849
Anderson, S. G
Baker, Edward D
Baker, John S.-1854..........ccooeeviiiiiiiiii, 300........

Barger, William P.-1856..............c.ccccveeennneen. 300.....
Bartin......occoovviiiiiiiiiii 298........cc.ee.
Bird, Child 1., 298...........
Bird, Child 2. 298...........
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Bird, HENMY ....oooiiiieecieecee e 298............
Bird, Margaret J. HUSSEY..........cccceevvveeennen. 298.....
Black, John R.-1849.........cccovvvieeiiiiiieeee, 298.......
BOIVAI...ceiiii i 298......ccceune
BOlliN-1849........uevveeeiiiiiieiie e 298............
Bradford, John S.-1849..............ccoeecvvvveeeennn. 298......
Braughton, Jacab............cccccoeviiiiiiiniiinn, 298.........
Breckenridge, Hugh.........cc.cccooieevieecinne. 298........
Bristol, Hiram-1852........ccccccccovvvivvviieeeeeens 298........
Brown, Abigail.........ccocooiiiiiiiie 298..........
Brown, James M........c.coeevveeiiiiiiiieciiee e 300.........
Burch, John SI861..........ccooevviiiiieiiiieeeen, 300........
BUSH....eei s 298....cccinnnn
Callerman, Jame$849.............ccccoeeeeeeeeee. 298......
Campbell, DiCK........cooiiieiiiiierieeiee 298..........
Campbell, John B.-1853..........ccccoeiiiieeeinns 300.....
Campbell, LeWiS.......cccoeviiiiiiiieiiiee e 298..........
Clark, Phillip, Jr.-1849.........cccccovvveeiiiieeene 298......
Clark, William A.A853.........ccccccvvevvviiiiieeeeees 300......
Coflin, R. F.-1849.......oveeveiiiiiieeee e,
Cohsiant, JAMES.........ccoevvveviiiiiiieiieeeieeeeieens

Colburn, Ebenezer

Condell, Joe-1849..............ccoooeiii
Constant, Isaac-1849 & 1852...................... 298...
Constant, JAMES...........covvveeeeeiriiieiiieeeeeeeeens 298..........
COOK, D. St eeeee 298............
Coo0k, Elijah-1849.........cccocvivireiiieieeen, 298........
Cooper, William.......cccoooveiieeniieie e 298..........
Crane, JOB.....oeiiiiiiiiiiiieee et 298.............
CroSS, JOEI MCD........uveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 298..........
Crow, Grandison B.-1847.........ccccccceevveevveeenns 298....
Cutter, William F.-1848..........cccccevvvvvvieininnns 298......
Davis, James-1853........ccccceeveeiiiiviiiiniieeeeeinns 300........
Durant, John T. Bon-1850..........ccccovvvvunnnnnns 298....
Eastman, Augustus-1849............ccccceeeeininnns 79........
Eastman, George L.-1852............cccvveeeenne 298.....
Eaton, R. S.-1849..........ccccovvvnevrrrrinneininnnnn, 298.........
Elder, A. R.-1846..........ccvvvvviinnenrneenneennnnnnnns 298.........
Elkin, Garrett-185Q............cccvvvvvvivviieiiieeeennnn 298........
EIKin, S.-1850......c.ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee 298..........
Elkin, William T.-1850........ccccvvvreeeiiirreennnnn. 298......
Elkin, Zacharia E.-1849.............................. 298......
Enyert, William-1849.........ccccoceviviienennnen. 298......
Fagg, William-1849............cccevviniiiieinee 298........
Fairchild, Hyman.........cccccoooveiiiiiieiee e, 298.........
Fellows, Hart-185Q..........c.cccevvvvvevieeviieeeennnn 298........
Fielding, A.-1849........ccccooiiiiiiiieeecee e, 298.........
Fisher, Samuel-1849..............ccccoeeereeereennnn. 298.......
Foster, William B.4849 ...........ccccvvvvvvvvennnnne. 298.....
Gamble, Abram-1860..............ccceeeeveeiennnnnnn. 300......
Gamble, Mary Catherine Poley-186Q.......... 300
Gibson, John A.-1851...........coovvveeeereeeeeeinnn, 299.......
Gibson, John W.-1851.........ccevveeeeieiieeinnnnn. 299......
Gobbett, JameS.......cccooeeieviiiiieee e 299..........
Goudy, George B.-January 23, 1850........... 299
Gourley, James.......ccoccceveniieieiiieee e 299,.300
Green, John-1854............cceeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeees 300.........
Green, Sowell M.........oeeeeiiiiiiiieee e, 299.........
Greenberry, DUff.........coooiiiiiiee, 299.........
Hall, Joseph-1850.........ccccceeiieiriiiieeiieeeene 299........
Hall, Samuel B.-1849.........ccccooeeeviiiiiiieeeeees 299.......
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Index
Hamilton, William S.-1849............cccccceeevnne 299
Hardin, James T.......cooovveeeeeiiiiiiieeeee e 299.........
HAITIS wvvveeeececcceee e 299.......eee..
Harvey, Charles C.-1849..............cccceeevunee. 299.....
Haskell, Sarah Grout-1845.........ccccceeeeeennnie 299....
Hazlitt, CharlesS F.........cooovvvvveiieeiiiiiivieeeeen 300.........
Helm, William McK.-1852
Henry, Anson G., Dr.-1852........ccccccceeviinne 299....
Hickox, Eaton R.-1851........cccccceeeevvvvvvenenn. 299......
Hickox, Franklin-1849.................cccccceeee. 299......
Hickox, William E.........coovvvvvvieiiiiiiieeieeeeeennnn 299........
Higins, William E.-1849...........ccccoooeeiiiee. 299.....
Hodge, Richard-1849............cccocoieiiiieennnee. 299.......
Huffmaster, David-1856...........ccccoeeeeennnnnne. 300.....
Johnson, Lewis-1849.................cccceeeeeeen. 299.......
Jones, Edward )
Keyes, Robert Caden-1845........................ 299....
King, William G.-1849..........cccccoevvveeeenen. 299......
Ledlie, ArthUr ........uvvveeeiieeiieeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 299...........
Ledlie, JONN.........uvveviieiiieiiieiieiiveeeeeeveeeveeeeaes 299............
Leeds, John M.-1862.............ccooeevvveennnnnn.n. 300.......
Leggott, William..........cccerveeriienieiiieneee 299.........
Lewis, Levi D.-1849..........ooevviiiiiiiiii, 299.......
Lightfoot, Robert S.-1849...........ccccccevienne 299....
Lightfoot, William............cccovviiveeniieeneen. 299.........
Logan, Christopher-1849...........ccccccceevenee 299....
Logan, David-1849...........cccceeevvieeiieenneenne 299........
Logsdon, JOesph.......cccceveeiiieneniiieeiee 299.........
Maltby, Charles1849.........ccccccceevviieiineenns 299......
Marsh, William H..........cccoooovviii 299.........
Matheny, Elijah Cook-1849...............ccen..... 299...
Maxcy, James M.-1849...........cccceevinieeennns 299......
MCCEES, JAMES.......oeevvieeiiieeeeieeeeee s
McCoy, Owen F.-1849................
McCrea, Charles-1849...........ccccoeeeeeeverennnnen.
McDaniel, Reuben-1849.............c..ccoevvvunnnn.
McMurry, James-1855.........cccccceeviviiiiienennn.
McNabb, James H.........cccccoeviivii, 301........
McNabb, James H.-18449..............ccccvvvvenee. 299.....
MiISSONIaN.......coooiiiiiiiiiee e, 298....cce..
Moffit, Thomas............ccceeeeiiii, 299..........
Moore, Randolph.........ccccoocveiiiiieieniieeeee, 299.........
MOIQaN.....oiiiiie e 299..............
NOITIS, S. Ruuevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiieeveervveevveeeerenaens 299............
Oglesby, Richard-1849...........ccccccviieeiineene 299......

Parkinson, James
PeArSON......coiiiiiiiccee e

Prentiss, William..........cccooeviiiiiiiiienieeeeeevn,

Roberts, H. E.-1849

Robinson, John Fa....oevveiiiiiee e, 299.........
Saunders, Lewis A.-1849.............cccceeeeeeeenn. 299.....
Shepherd, Henry-1849...........ccccooviieiinenn. 299......
Shepherd, James........ccccooiieiiiiciiiee 299.........
Shepherd, Nicholas.........cccccceniiiininnnne 299........
Shields, Williamd849..........ccooeeveiiiiiiiiieeenn 299......
Short, JAMES........cuvieiiiiiiiiieee s 299...........
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Slater,James Harvey-1849...............cc......... 299....
Smith, John-1849..............coeeevvveeeeeeecireeen. 299.........
Spergin-1849...........cccvveiviiee e 299..........
Spotswood, Henry M.-1849.

Spotswood, N. D....oooovvvieeiiiieecieec e,

Steele, George Ru....occvvveevviee e,

Stokes, William4852.........ccccvveeeenn.

Strawbridge, William-1849................cc..e......

Swizler, Lewis-1849Q.........ccc.ccoevvvveeeeeeeeiennnns

Taylor, GileS........cooieiiiie e 300............
Taylor, JONN L. 300..........
Todd, Francis Walton-1849.............c.ccc.uuee.... 300...
Todd, Lockwood-1849............cccceeeeereeereennnn. 300......
TUMY. oo

Van Doren, William L.-1850.........................

Van Meter-1849.............oviieeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeed

Weber, Phillip-1849..........cccociiiiiiieiieeee
Whitesides, Charles H.-1850...............c.......
Wickersham, William H.-1853 ..
WIIBY . 300.............
Williams, AMOS........cvvvvererrnniirrrrerereneernneenaen 300..........
Williams, Greenberry.........ccccceevceeiicieeene 300......
Willis, GEOrge Wi......oovevvieeiieeiieeieeeiee e 300.........
Willis, RiChard.............eeeeeeeeeiiiiiieieieeiieiiieeees 300..........
Yates, John W.-1849...........ccuuveeeeeeeeeeeeirennns 300.......
Young, Joseph R.-1846.........cccccccveveeennnnne 300......
Young, Joseph R.-1850.........cccceeveviveninnnne 300......

California Route
Ide, William B. takes from Fort Hall, Idaho....16
Todd, William L. takes from Fort Hall, Idaho.16
Callerman

James
arrived in California-September 19, 184961
goes to California-1849............ccccccueee. 298....
leaves for California-March 25, 18409........ 83
with William Enyert in California-November
23,1849 ..t 175..........
Campbell
Dick
goes to California.........cceeevvevveiineerneens 298.......
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850.........ccceeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeene 223.......
Hamilton
leaves for Oregon Territory as missionary-1838
................................................................ 2,
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-April April 1851 ......... 248
murdered 1863..........cccovivieieeiiieniieen 290........
plans move to Oregon Territory as missionary-
1838, 2,
report on Oregon Territory life-1840........... 3.
Harriet
Benjamin Robert Biddle visits sister in Salem,
Oregon-1851.......cccovviveiiiieeeieee e 248........

leaves for Oregon Territory as missionary-1838

................................................................ 2

letter from New York City October 1, 1839. 2
letters from about Oregon Territory-1845.48
plans move to Oregon Territory as missionary-

1838, 2
report from Oregon Territory 1840............. 3.
John B.
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goes to California-1853.............ccccevveeene 300...
goes to Oregon-1853.........cccccvveveeeeniinnns 282.....
Lewis
goes to California.......cccccceveeiiieeccinenenns 298.......
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccccevveenee 222...
Carleton
James H.
writes newspaper article about Oregon
emigrants on prairie Spring 1845........ 18
Celebrations
July 4h description-July4, 1847...........ccccccee.. ha....
Clark
Phillip, Jr.
goes to California-1849.............c...ccue.ee... 298....

returns from California-March 20, 185Q0.197
returns home from California-March 20, 1850

.............................................................. 82 i
travels to California-1849............cccc........ 197..
... William A.
goes to California-1853...........ccccceeeeenee 300....

leaves Springfield for California-1853....282
Clifton
John
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849........ccccvvvvvvvvevvrnnnnnes 166.....
Coflin
Robert F.
goes to California-1849............cccccccueee. 298....
letter from Juba River, California-December
27,1849, ... 188..........
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..............cevvvevenees 222...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,
1850 i 217,
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 25,

1850 . 207,
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
Cohsiant
James
........ goes to California...........cccocvevvierneenn. 298,
Colburn
Ebenezer
goes to California..........c.cccevvervveniieennens 298.......
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
..... Fort Larami-June 7, 1849...................114.
Condell
Joe
goes to California-1849............cccccceuvee. 298....
mentioned by Benjamin R. Biddle in journal
August 5, 1849........coooiiiiiiiiieeieee 136.......

mentioned by Charles Maltby in letter from
Sacramento City, California-October 12,
1849, 170............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

..... near Sacramento City, California-

September 8, 1850........ccccccevvveernnnennn. 218....
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mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento Valley, California-October 16,
1849 .o 173,
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-September 2, 1849....151

Joseph
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 1849..........cccceeevvieeiinennn. 129.....
Constant
Isaac
bridge in Oregon named for himOctober

L1948 ... 297............
communication from Oregon-November 15,

1850 ... 239............
death in Central Point, OregonJanuary 31,

1890 ... 293............
friend of Abraham Lincoln........................ 88.....
goes to California-1849 & 1852.............. 298
leaves for Oregon Territory-1852........... 260

leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852

1850 .. 224...........

mentioned by Alfred R. Elder in letter from
Oregon Territory-March 5, 185Q........ 214
mentioned by Eli Cook in Puebla, California

December 18, 1849...................o.o.. 186....
mentioned by Miletus Ellis in letter from

Oregon Territory-1852.........cccccoveenee. 275..
prepares to leave Springfield for Oregon-

February 17, 1852........ccccccveeviieeens 258....
returns to Sangamon County from Oregon-

August 28, 185Q..........cccvvvereeiriiiiinen, 233......
travels to Oregon Territory -1849.............. 88..

James

goes to California.......ccccoecveeiieeiiiinnenns 298.......
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from

Oregon-1850........cccccevcuveeiriniienieeeene 223.......

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172,
Cook
D.S.
goes to California......ccccceecvveeiieeiiiinnenns 298.......
Eli

Benjamin A. Watson mentioned in letter
from Lessens, CaliforniaSeptember 12,

1849 ..., 153............
death at Nevada City, CaliforniaVlarch 25,

1853 ... 281............
goes to California-1849..........cccceeevveene 298...
leaves St. Louis for CaliforniaApril 29, 1849

.............................................................. [ 1 P
letter from California-March 1850........... 224
letter from Puebla, California-December 18,

1849 ..., 185............
letter to wife from Fort Laramie, Wyoming-

June 7, 1849......cccccoeiiiiiiiiieeeeee, 114........
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letter to wife from near Sacramento,

California-June 13, 185Q................... 216.
letter to wife from near Sacramento,
California-May 16, 185Q.................... 215.
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
April 11, 1852.......coeivieieiiiie e 259.......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
April 26, 1851......cccccovcvieeeiiiee e 246.......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
April 27, 1852....cevieeiieeee e 261.......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
August 11, 1851.......cccciiivieeiiiineenn. 252......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
August 11, 1852........cccvvveveeriiiineenn. 263......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
August 27, 1852........ccccvveveeriiiiieenn. 264......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
December 13, 1852............ccooeeeee. 278....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
December 17, 1850...........cccceeeeeee.n. 220....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
December 28, 1852..............ccooeeee. 279....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
February 11, 1852.......cccccecvivieennnnne 258.....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
January 25, 1851.......cccceeviiieiiiiieenns 244.....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
January 27, 1852.......cccceviiveiiiiiienns 257......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
June 11, 1851.....ccccceivvvvriieeeeeeeiineen. 250Q.......
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
November 12, 1851........ccoeevvveeeeennn. 253....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
Octeober 24, 1850.........ccccvvvvveereeeenns 219.....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
October 13, 1852.........cccvvvveeeeeeerinnnnne 276.....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
October 20, 1852........ccvvevvvvvvvevreennnnns 276.....
letter to wife from Nevada City, California-
September 27, 1851.........ccocevevvieenne 252...
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-February 22, 1850............. 204
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-February 26, 1850............. 205
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-June 10, 1852................... 262.
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-June 27, 1852................... 262.
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-March 21, 1850.................. 206
letter to wife from Sacramento City,
California-March 25, 1850.................. 207
letter to wife from Sacramento Valley,
California-October 16, 1849............... 173
letter to wife from Sacramento, California-
July 30, 1850......ccccveiieeiirenieeeee e 217........
letter to wife from Sacramento, California-
September 8, 1850.........cccceceeeeruinenn 218....
letter to wife from Saint Joseph, Missouri-
May 9, 1849......ccceeieerieieee e 104........
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letter to wife from St, Louis, Missouri-April

28,1849 ... 98............

letter to wife from St. Louis, Missouri-April

24,1849, ... 95....oe.

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter

from California-1850..............cccuveee. 222...

mentioned by Benjamin R. Biddle in journal

August 5, 1849.......cccccceviiiiiiiiiieeee 136...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in

journal-July 1849..........cccceeevvveeiinenn. 129...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-

November 1849............ccccvveveeeeeiicnnns 189...

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-September 2, 1849....151
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from

October 3,1849............cceeeevieiieeeenn. 167...

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 12, 1849

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849..176, 177,
179

mentioned by Phillip Weber in letter from
San Francisco, CaliforniaNovember 26,

mentioned by William Charles Ludlum in
letter to family from near Independence,

Missouri-May 12, 1849............ccceeuennee. 96...
travels to California-1849..............cccc.u...... 75...
Joseph

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,

1850 ... 220............
Cooper
William
goes to California.........cccevveeeinieeininenn. 298...
Crane
Joe
goes to California........cccoeeveeiiieiiiiieeenns 298...
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceevveenee. 222...
Cross
Joel McD.
goes to California...........ccceeeercierieeninnns 298...
Crow
Grandison B.
goes to California-1847...........ccceevueeene 298,
returns to Sangamon County, lllinois-18@82
travels to Oregon-1844...........cccceenee. 65,.72
Cutter
William F.
goes to California-1848............ccccccoueee. 208....
travels to California-1848..............ccccceee.e. 73...
Davis
James
goes to California-1853..........cccccevieeenne 300....
goes to California-October 1853............ 282
Dean
F.S.
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mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccccevveenee 222...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849 ..........ccccececvveeenns 183...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ... 217

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

1850 ... 216............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-
September 8, 1850........ccccceeeveerenen.n 218....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

1851 .. 204............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 25,

1850 ... 207............

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 29, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 9, 1849

............................................................ 171,
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 8, 1849.............coooeeiiiiiiinn. 168......
Denton
John
Donner Party-those who died................... 51...
Dermody
John

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849..........cccoceeeveeeeeen. 166.....
Dolan
Patrick
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
Donner
Betsy
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
George
advertisement re going to California April 2,
184G ...t 33,
Donner Party-those who died................... 51...
leaves Springfield for Californig\pril 16, 1846
.............................................................. 32,
Isaac
Donner Party-those who died................... 51...
Lewis
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
Samuel
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
Tamzene

letter from Platte River June 16, 1846......35
Donner Party

description of rescue party February 1847....49

descriptions of Mexican Wadanuary 2, 1847.49
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leaves Springfield for California April 16, 1846

.................................................................. 34

"ff...Ste ———%"is
takes Hastings Cutoff-August 1846............... 46..
those who died..........ccocceeviiiniiiiiiinieee e, Bl

ANLONIO ettt S5l

Berger, Charles.........cccccoooveeiiciiiciiieec 5l

Denton, JONM......ccoveviiiiniii e, Bl

Dolan, Patrick.

Donner, Betsy........ .

Donner, GEOrge.......ccoevvviiiieeeeeiiiiieeeennn

Donner, Isaac........cccccoeeeeeviiiiiieeeeeeeen.

Donner, LEWIS.........cuuveveeeeeeeeieeeieeeeieeeeeenns

Donner, Samuel..................ccocc

Eddy, Ellen........ccoooeeiiiiieeeeee,

Eddy, Margaret........cccoceeeiiieiiiieeeeieeee

Elliot, MiltON ......vvvvviieeiviiiiviievieiveivieeeveenaenns

Smith, JAMES........ccooeveiiiiieeeeeeee,

Spitzer, AUQUSEUS........cccveerrierieenieeeieee

Stanton, C. T..ooeeeeiieiceeeeeeec e,

Doran
Henry

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849..........ccccceeveeenee. 183....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 184

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,
California-1849.........ccccovevvcieeiiienene 18Q......

Dorand

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-

September 25, 1849..........cccceeviienne 163...
Henry
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cccccvveenneee. 222...
James
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 30, 1849..........cccceevieeenne 164...
Dorland
H.
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849
............................................................ 172
Dormadey
Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 25,
1850 i 207
Dunham
John
mentioned-April 1851..........cccccvevveerinennn 248....
Durand
Mr.
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 17, 1849
............................................................ 172
Eastman
Augustus
made trip to California with Benjamin Robert
Biddle-1849.......c.ocoviiiiiiiie e 80...........
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mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter

from California-1850..........cc.cccevveenee 222...
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter

from California-September 28, 1850.238
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter

to wife from Redding, California October

T, 1849 170..........
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in

journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849.........ccccvvvvvvvvvvvrennnnes 165.....
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 22, 1849...........ccceeveernnen. 133...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,

California-1849........c.ccccoovvivinieennenne 181......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 7,1849.............cccceeeeiiie. 167......

mentioned by Phillip Weber at North Fork of
American River, California November 26,

1849 i 176............
travels to California-1849..............cccccueee. 79......
George L.
death December 22, 1905..........ccccccveenee 296..
goes to California-1852............cccceevueeen 298....
leaves Springfield for California-April 6, 1852
............................................................ 259
Eaton
David
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-
November 1849..........ccccevvvveeiieneennns 189......
Mr.
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849..........cccocveeenee. 190...

mentioned by Phillip Weber in letter from
San Francisco, CaliforniaNovember 26,

1849 .o 176............
mentioned-1850..........cccecveieiiieeiiiieeenns 237.......
R. S.
goes to California-1849............ccccccveeeen 298....

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from Sacramento River, California-
September 23, 1849..........cccceeviieeene 162...

mentioned by John B. Weber in joutns| from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 12, 1849

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Sacramento
City, California November 26, 1849..176

mentioned November 26, 1849............. 176
Eddy
Ellen
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
Margaet
Donner Party-those who died................... 51..
Edenheimer
Mr.

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October
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Alfred R.
Abraham Lincoln appoints as Indian Agent,
Medicine Creek Agency, Washinngton,

Territory ®ctober 24, 1864................. 290
goes to California-1846.................c.c........ 298....
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-April 1851.................. 248
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850........cccccveeeeiiiciiiieeeeeeenns 223..
mentioned-1850..........ccceeevereeerirenieeene 237...
Elkin
Garrett
goes to California-1850Q................... 222,298
S.
goes to California-1850Q............ccccevuviee.n. 298....

mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from

Oregon-1850.........ccceevuveeeriiieeeniiieene 223....... Todd, William L. leaves for California-August 9,
William T. L1845 15,
goes to California-185Q................... 222,.298 Forty Mile DeSert..........cccecireiiiiiiiieieeceee 20
Zacharia E. Foster
goes to California-1849...........c.ccccvreee. 298.... William B.
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from goes to California-1849................... 200,.298
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849 travels to California-1849...........c.cccceueeee 197..
............................................................ 172.............Fremont
travels to California-1849........................ 198 Captain John C.
Elliot Bear Republic turned over to-July 9, 184614
Milton Fuller
Donner Party-those who died................... 51... E.
Ellis Council vote August 13, 1849................ 145
Miletus mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
letter from Oregon Territory-1852........... 275 Sacramento, California-December 23,
Enyert 1849 .o 187............
William mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
arrived in California-September 19, 184961 journal-Winter 1849...........cccceveeenee. 183....
goes to California-1849.............c..coc.e..e. 298.... mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
leaves for California gold mines-March 25, near Sacramento City, California-
1849 .. 83 September 8, 1850..........cccceevrrniennnn. 218....
letter from Sacramento City, California- mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
November 23, 1849..........ccc.cceeevvneee. 175.... October 8, 1849.............cccceeeeeeeeeenn. 168......
returns to Springfield from California gold mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
mines-June 1851.........ccccceviiiinnnenn 250..... Spring Camp, California-October 15, 1849
EStill s 171
Samel mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
leaves Indian Creek, Menard County, lllinois October 3,1849.............ccceeeeiii. 167......
for Oregon-April 1, 1852..........cccc....... 259. mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
Fagg California November 26, 1849.......... 176
William returns from California-October 16, 185239
goes to California-1849...........ccccccevenne.n 298.... Gadly
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from Arthur
Oregon-1850........ccccevverirenireneeaiens 223....... mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from from California-1850...........cccccevveenee. 222...
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849 John
............................................................ 172 mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
Fairchild from California-1850...........cccccceveenee. 222...
Hyman Gamble
goes to California-185Q.............ccccvveeee 221... Abram
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from goes to California-1860Q..............cccevvene 300....
Sacramento City, California-March 25, leaves for California-1860....................... 288...
L1850 .. 207............ Mary Catherine Poley
Fellows goes to California-186Q................... 288,.300
Hart Gibson
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Index
goes to California-1850Q............cccceeeuveen. 298....
letter on his way to California-May 8, 18304
Fielding
A.
goes to California via Cape Horn-1849...198
goes to California-1849................cccuv.ee... 298....
Fisher
Samuel
goes to California-1849.................ccuv.ee... 298....
leaves for California gold mines-Early 1849
.............................................................. 82,
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850........ccccevveeeiirieeeiieeenne 223.......
Fort Hall, Idaho..............cuvvvvvvvveeiieriiviiieevieeivenenns 14

Ide, William B. leaves for California-August 9,
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John A.
goes to California-1851................... 254,.299
John W.
goes to California-1851................... 255,.299
Gobbett
James
goes to California........ccccceeevvveeiiiiee i, 299....
Gold Rush
nT%ocooco% ™Mc—S toeo. TE"> f-
January 24, 1848........cccccceoviiiiiieieeeeeeiiind 67....
Gormley
Mr.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ... 217 ..

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-
September 8, 1850..................... 218,.219

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 27, 185261

Index

Hamilton
William S.
goes to California-18449................... 199, 299
Hammond
Thomas C.
letter from California-March 20, 1850.....215
Hardin

James T.
—1"ie« did&ns in Feather River, California-November
3, 1849, 175...........
goes to California.......cccccccveeiiiieeceiinnenns 299.......
Harris
goes to California..........ccoceevvvveeiiieeciiiinees 290.........
Harvey
Charles C.
goes to California-1849............cc..cccuvee... 299....
mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from
Oregon-1850........ccceeviieeeinieieiniienne 223.......

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal From
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from 172
Sacramento City, California-March 21, travels to California-1849.............cccceveeee 198..
1850 ...eiiiiiiecie e 207............ Haskell

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from Sarah Grout
Sacramento Valley, California-October 16, goes to California-1845...........ccccceeueee. 299...
1849 .. 173............ Hastings Cutoff

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from Donner Party takes-August 1846................... 46...
Saint Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849..104 Hazlitt

Goudy Charles F.

George B. goes to California-Spring 1853............... 300
goes to California-January 23, 185209, 299 leaves Springfield for California-Spring 1853

GeorgeB. 280Q......ccceee.
death in Olympia, WashingtonSeptember Healy

29, 1857..ciiiiieiieeeee e 288.......... Sarah Ide
Gourley account of passage of Sierra Nevadas,

James California October 1845.............cccc..e.e. 21....
goes to California..........ccccoeveevenen. 299,.300 report from California October 1845........ 27
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal- Helm

September 30, 1849...........cccocuc....... 164... William McK.
Green goes to California-1852............ccceeevueeeen 299....

John leaves Springfield for California-1852....277
goes to California-1854................... 283, 300 Henry

Sowell M. Anson G., Dr.
goes to California.........ccceevveveeeevennnn. 299....... goes to California-1852..........cccoovveene 299...

Greenberry leaves for Oregon-April 1852.................. 259

Duff leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852

goes to California..........ccceeevevereriieeninenns 290, . rrrrrrrrrr———————————————————————————————- 259,
Grey letter from the Isthmus-May 1851.......... 247
Mr. mentioned-1852.........ccccevvivieeiiieenneenn 266.......
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in Hickox
journal from San Francisco, California- Eaton R.
October 29, 1849.........cccccvvvveeeerennnn 166..... goes to California-1851................... 254, 299
Hall returns home from California-1857......... 254

Joseph Franklin
goes to California-1850Q................... 221,.299 goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveeen. 299...

Samuel B. letter from Pueblo San Jose, California-
goes to California-1849.........c..ccccvenee.e. 299.... December 27, 1849...........ccoeverneenee. 188....

Halsted mentioned by Phillip Weber in letter from

Charles San Francisco, CaliforniaNovember 26,

leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852

31¢€
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mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-
October 29, 1849........ccccvveevieennene 166...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 21,

1850 ... 207............
William E.
goes to California........ccccceeevvveeiiieecinnenn. 299....
Higgins
William E.

death on shipboard from California-185200
dies on way home on ship in Pacific Ocean-

1S 255..........
goes to California-1849................... 200, 299
Hill
Robert
leaves Indian Creek, Menard County, lllinois
for Oregon-April 1, 1852............cccee... 259.
Hodge
Hiram C.
letter to Sarah Cook from Nevada City,
California-April 24, 1853.................... 281.
Richard
Council vote August 13, 1849................ 145

death on way to CaliforniaMay 30, 1852277

goes to California-1849............c.c.ccee..... 299....

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccoeeevvrnnene 222...

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849.........cccvvvvvvvvvvvvrrennnnns 166....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 22, 1849.........cccccvveeernen. 133...
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in

journal-Winter 1849...........c.ccceeeveeenn. 182....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,

California-1849.......cccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn, 181....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-

September 8, 1850........ccccecveveerunnnnn. 218....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

L1850 .. 206............

mentioned by Franklin Hickox from Pueblo
San Jose, California-December 27, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journalfrom
Spring Camp, California-October 10, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849..........cccceevieeenne 164...

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176

Index

mentioneded in Benjamin Robert Biddle
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 181
returns from California-October 16, 185239
Huffmaster

David
dies on road to California-1856............... 287
goes to California-1856................... 287,.300
Hussey
Steven

mentioned by Isaac Constant in letter from
Oregon City, OregonOctober 1, 1849165
mentioned in letter from Benjamin A.

Watson-April 1851..........ccceeveiveeennne. 248....
mentioned-1850...........cceverrieeiieenneenne 236.......
mentioned-September 1851................... 231.

Hyman
Fairchild
goes to California..........ccccevveevierieeinenne 208.......
Ide
Sarah

describes trip down west slope of Sierra

ORXQWDLQV WR.6XWW.H249Y )RUW

William B.
arrives at Independence, Missofifiay 1845.8

DUULYHV DW 6XWW Bdiohet ZRUW &DOLIRU
L1845, 2.

death in California December 1852....... 277
departs Independence, Missouri on Oregon
Trail May 10, 1845........cccocvveviiieeeienen. B
leaves for OregoiMarch 27, 1845...........4,.7
leaves Fort Hall, Idaho for CaliforniaAugust

9, 1845. ... 15

leaves Independence, Missouri for Oregon

May 10, 1845.......ccooiiieiid 8.

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from California September 1849

mentioned by James Frazier Reed in letter
from South Fork of Nebraska-June 16,

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 22, 1849..........cccceevvieeene 163...
seeks people to settle in California-December

31,1849, 196..........
ef——Zfe oS "

.............................................................. P A
takes California route..........ccccceveevvvevveeeens 16........

writes declaration of independence for Bear
Republic, Sonoma, California-June 15, 1846

.............................................................. 40

lles
Elijah
lllinois and California Mutual Insurance
Company thanks him for gift of hay-March

6, 1849, 84.....coee.

lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Company,
The
thanks Elijah lles for gift of hay-March 6, 184%
lllinois and California Mutual Insurance Compay, The

formed-1849.........ccooeeii 85,

Independence, Missouri
Ide, William B. leaves for Oregon-May 10, 18458
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Todd, William L. leaves for Oregon-May 10,

Levi D.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Saint Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849..104
Johnson
A. B.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

S O 205............
Augustus
opens merchandise store at Reading Springs,
California-November 1849................. 192
Elijah
leaves Indian Creek, Menard County, lllinois
for Oregon-April 1, 1852..................... 259.
F. B.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 .. 206............
Jacob
leaves Indian Creek, Menard County, lllinois
for Oregon-April 1, 1852...........cccce... 259.
Lewis
goes to California-1849..........cccccceeveeenne 299...
made trip to California with Benjamin Robert
Biddle-1849.......cccooiiiiiieieeienee e 80...........
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cc.cceevveenee. 222...
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 184

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-September 2, 1849....151
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal

October 3, 1849.......ccccoeevvviiviiiieiieeeeee, 167......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849..........cccceevieeenne 164...
opens merchandise store at Reading Springs,
California-November 1849................. 192
Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849..........ccccceeveeennee. 183....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,

1850 .. 220.....cc.....
Jones
Edward
goes to California........ccccoeveeeeiiieeininenn. 299.......

mentioned by Franklin Hickox in Pueblo San
Jose, CaliforniaDecember 27, 1849...188

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 179

Keyes
Robert Caden

death in Santa Clara County, California
September 14, 1865

goes to California-1845

31¢

Index

mentioned by James Frazier Reed in letter
from South Fork of Nebraska-June 16,

L1846 ... 36
travels to California 1845.............cccvvveee... 29.....
travels to Oregon 1845...........cccceeeveiveeenns 29......

KeyesRobert Caden
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 .. i 206..............
King
William G.
goes to California-1849...........c.cccceuveee. 299...
travels to California-1849..............ccc....... 197...
L.
Julia
letterto Eli  “*efe ™"f "7fe f  Tefe_‘§
California-July 26, 1856..................... 286..
Laing
Mr.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-August 11, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185251
Lamb
James L.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in letter
from San Francisco, California-January 1,

Lawson
Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from California September 1849

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,
1850 i 216............
Leary
Daniel
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Saint Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849..104
Ledlie
Arthur
goes to California.........ccceevveeeiiieneennenn. 299.......
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250
John

goes to California...........cccevveevviriiernens 299.......
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson-February
24, 1850....c.ciiiiiieiienieeeeeeee e 21Q..........

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,
1850 . 206............

Joseph

death in Springdfield, lllinois May 4, 1893294

letter to brother from Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas-May 30, 1855...........cccceeenee 284...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250
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mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ... 217....
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Nevada City, California-April 26, 185246
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 244
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Nevada City, California-January 27, 1852

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,
L1851 i 253
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-June 27, 1852

Mrs.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 27, 185261

S.D.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

James

Leeds

Leggott
William

1850 . 206............
seeks missionaries for Oregon Territory

Indian Mission-Fall 1838.............c.ccov.. 1.

John M.

goes to California-1862................... 289,.300
goes to California-1849...........cccceeeueeenne 299...
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Fort Larami-June 7, 1849................... 114.

Leters
Ludlum, William Charles

letter to family from near Independence,
Missouri-May 12, 18409............ccceeeneeee. 96.....

Letters
Biddle, Benjamin Robert

from Reading Diggins, California-November

1849, 174.............
from San Francisco, California-January 1, 1851

............................................................ 241,
to wife Maria-May 1849.............cccceeueeen. 226...

Bonney, Benjamin Franklin

about traversing the Sierras-October 18423

Index

Coflin, Robert F.
from Juba River, California-December 27,

Constant, Isaac
communication from Oregon-November 15,
1850 . 239............
from Milwaukie, Oregon-March 10, 1850 24
from Oregon Territory-October 1, 1849..164
Cook, Eli
from California-March 1850.................... 224.
from Puebla, California-December 18, 1849

I[URP 6 XWWHUTV-)RUW..&ROLIRUQLD  September 27, 1851.......ccccovveurennne 252...

reports on travel from Fort Hall-1845........ 15

Campbell, Harriet

from New York City-October 1, 1839.......... 2.
from Oregon Territory-1840............cccee....... 3.

Carleton, James H.

writes newspaper article about Oregon
emigrants-Spring 1845...........cccocoeeene 18.....

............................................................ 185
to wife from Fort Laramie, Wyoming-June 7,

1849 .o 114............
to wife from near Sacramento, California-

June 13, 1850.......cccoceieeiiieeiiieeeeren 216.......
to wife from near Sacramento, California-

May 16, 185Q......cccccuverrreirrerieenreenns 215........
to wife from Nevada City, California-April 11,

1852 .. 259............
to wife from Nevada City, California-April 26,

L1851 i 246............
to wife from Nevada City, California-April 27,

L1852 ..t 261............
to wife from Nevada City, California-August

11,1851 i 282..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-August

11, 1852, 263..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-August

27,1852 e 264..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-

December 13, 1852........cccceevveieeen.n. 278....
to wife from Nevada City, California-

December 17, 180..........ccvvveeeeieerinnn. 220....
to wife from Nevada City, California-

December 28, 1852..........cccceeeeveeerennn. 279....
to wife from Nevada City, California-

February 11, 1852........ccccovveiiiieeens 258.....
to wife from Nevada City, California-January

25,1851 i 244..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-January

27,1852 i 287
to wife from Nevada City, California-June 11,

L1851 i 250Q............
to wife from Nevada City, California-

November 12, 1851........ccccoevvvveeeeee.n. 253....
to wife from Nevada City, California-October

13,1852 276..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-October

20, 1852 276..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-October

24, 1850. ... 219..........
to wife from Nevada City, California-
to wife from Sacramento City, California-

February 22, 1850.........ccccccueeeeiieeene 204.....
to wife from Sacramento City, California-

February 26, 1850.........cccccceeeerieeene 205.....
to wife from Sacramento City, California-June

10, 1852..cciiiiiicieeee e 262..........
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to wife from Sacramento City, California-June

27, 1852t 262..........
to wife from Sacramento City, California-

March 21, 1850........ccccvcvverieeiieenieennn 206......
to wife from Sacramento City, California-

March 25, 1850........ccccccvverieeiieenneenne 207......
to wife from Sacramento Valley, California-

October 16, 1849.........ccceeveveieernene 173.....

to wife from Sacramento, California-July 30,

L1850 .. 217

to wife from Sacramento, California-
September 8, 1850........cccccecueveernnnen. 218....
to wife from St. Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849

1849 ..o 5.

1849 ..o 8.

Donner, Tamzene

from Platte River-June 16, 1846............... 35..
Enyert, William

from Sacramento City, California-November

23,1849 .t 175..........
Fellows, Hart
on his way to California-May 8, 185Q.....214
Goudy, George B.
from California-January 23, 1850............ 209
Hammond, Thomas C.
from California-March 20, 185Q.............. 215

Healy, Sarah Ide
account of passage of Sierra Nevadas,
California-October 1845....................... 21....
Hickox, Franklin
from Pueblo San Jose, California-December 27,

1849 .., 188.............
Hodge, Hiram C. to Sarah Cook from Nevada
City, California-April 24, 1853................. 281
Julia L.
Zi——1" = Zc¢ ‘teje ™Mf TUte f
California-July 26, 1856..................... 286..
Keyes, Robert Caden
from Oregon City-June 17, 1846.............. 38.
Ledlie
Joseph
to brother from Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas-May 30, 1855................... 284.
Ludlum, William C.
from Council Grove-May 25, 1849......... 117
Maltby, Charles
from Fort Kearney-May 24, 1849............ 112
from Sacramento City, California-October 12,
1849 ... 170.............
from Sacramento, California-January 16,
1850 i 208............
Matheny, Elijah Cook
from California Road-May 21, 1849........ 114
from Sacramento River, California-
September 23, 1849..........cccceeeveenne 162...

from Springfield, California-September 2,

1849 .o 181...........

Moore, Randolph

32(

Index

from San Francisco, California-March 7, 1850

Powell, James B.
to Benjamin A. Watson-February 25, 18245
Reed, James Frazier
from California-October 6, 1846............... a7..
from Fort Bridger-July 31, 1846................ 45..
from Nappa Valley, California-July 2, 18487
from South Fork of Nebraska-June 16, 1846

Reed, Virginia E. B.

from California-May 16, 1847.................... h4...
Rogers, J. G.

from San Francisco, California-February 11,

1850 cuiiiiieiiiciriiie e 203............
Skinner, Mr.
from California-April 6, 1846..................... 32....
Todd, William L.
from California-April 17, 1846................... 30...
from San Francisco, California-May 13, 1849
............................................................ 105
from Sonoma, California-May 8, 1847......51
report of travel from Fort Hall through Sierra
Nevadas-August 1845............ccceeeeennen. 20......
Watson, Benjamin A.
from California-1850.........ccccceeeeevvcnrrnenn. 221.....
from California-September 28, 1850....... 237
from Camp on Big Sandyuly 1, 1849....126
from Indian Territory May 6, 1849......... 102
from Lessens, CaliforniaSeptember 12,
1849 e 152............
from Little Blue Headwaters May 19, 1849
............................................................ 11Q..,
“le of f7 f7<ZT3ung 241 1849.....124
from Nebraska Territory May 13, 1849.108
from Platte River June 17, 1849............. 115
"o 1 o — ‘fiom Sacramento City, California-February
24, 1850......cciiiiiiiiiiiieee e 224..........
from Sacramento, California-December 23,
1849 187.............
from Sacramento, California-February 24, 1850
............................................................ 210,
from Sacramento, California-January 25,
1850 i 201............
from St. Louis April 29, 1849................... 101
from St. Louis April 8, 1849.........c.cccueee. 93....
to wife from North Fork of American River,
California-June 8, 1850...................... 221..

Watson, Emily
to husband Benjamin A. Watson-August 3,

1849 ..o 138............

to husband in California-June 24, 1850..228
Watson, James tiournal newspaper-January 30,

Weber, John B.
from California-January 23, 1850............ 209
journal-December 14, 1849-December 17,

1849 .. 178............

Weber, Phillip
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from San Francisco, California-November 26,

1849 .o 176..........
Lewis
Levi D.
death in California-February 24, 1850....200
goes to California-1849................... 200,.299

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Saint Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849..104
Lightfoot
Robert S.

arrived in California-September 19, 184961

death in California-December 1849195, 209

goes to California-1849..........cccccceeveeene 299...

leaves for California-March 25, 18409........ 83

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ..t 206..........
with William Enyert in California-November
23,1849, . 175..........
William
goes to California...........cceeveeriiereeeninnns 299.......
Lincoln
Abraham

appoints Alfred R. Elder Indian Agent,
Medicine Creek Agency, Washinngton,

Territory 8October 24, 1864................. 290
friend-Charles Maltby............ccccceveenen. 291....
friend-lsaac Constant...........ccevvveeeeeeennnnnd 38........
neighbor-William C. Ludlum.................... 117.

speaks about Californigpril 14, 1865....291
speaks to Charles Maltby about Californta

March 25, 1865.........cccoevvieiiiiiiii, 301.......
speaks to Charles Maltby about California
March 25, 1865........ccccvcvveieriieeneeene 291......
writes letter to Benjamin Robert Biddle-
December 1860.........ccccccvveeiviivvinnennn. 289.......
Logan
Christopher
death-1850Q........ccccceeviieiieeee e 210..........
goes to California-1849................... 209,.299
David
goes to California-1849................... 209,.299

letter from Oregon Territory-September 1849

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter-

APril 1851 .. 248.........

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-
October 29, 1849...........cccveeeeeeeereennnes 165.....

mentioned by George B. Goudy in letter from

Oregon-1850.........ccceeeeeeiniiiiiieeeeeee 223.......

moves to Lafayette, Oregon-Spring 185210
Logsdon

Index

William Charles
letter to family from near Independence,
Missouri-May 12, 1849............ccceeeneee. 96.....
Lusbaum
Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

1851 oo 253
Maltby
Charles
death in California January 27, 1900......295
friend of Abraham Lincoln..................... 291..
goes to California-1849..........cccccceevvrene 299...

letter from Fort Kearney-May 24, 1849..112
letter from Sacramento City, California-October

12,1849 ... 170..........

letter from Sacramento, California-January

16, 1850.......ccciiieiieeiee e cee e 208..........
Lincoln, Abraham speaks to about Californta

March 25, 1865........cccccvevveeviieeieenee 301.......
Lincoln, Abraham speaks to about

California March 25, 1865................. 291
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter

from California-1850.................. 221,222

mentioned by Benjamin Rober Biddle in
Winter Journal from Camp Hill Springs,

California December 20, 1849........... 180
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-July 1849.........ccccceevviieeiiiennn. 129.....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 27, 185261
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-August 11, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

1851 .. 253............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in lettr to wife from
Sacramento City, California-June 27, 1852

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849..........cccocveeenee. 190...
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from Sacramento River, California-
September 23, 1849..........cccceeeveenne 162...
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Sacramento
City, California November 26, 1849..176
Mr.s

Joseph o mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
goes to California............ccecovvviiiinnnnnn. 299....... journal-July 1849............ccceeveurvnnnee. 129......
Ludlum Mrs.
William C. mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
letter from Council Grove May 25, 184917 journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 182
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851 California November 26, 1849.......... 176
............................................................ 254..............Marsh

321
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William H.
goes to California........cccccceevvveeviieecinnen.. 299.......
goes to California-1849..........ccccccceveeenns 198...
Matheny

Elijah Cook
Benjamin A. Watson mentioned in letter
from Lessens, CaliforniaSeptember 12,

L1849 . 153,
death in Springfield December 13, 1905296
goes to California-1849.........c.ccccceeeveenee 299...
leaves for California Spring 1849.............. 99.

letter from California Road-May 21, 184914
letter from Sacramento River, California-

September 23, 1849..........cccceeeeeene 162...
letter from Springfield, California-September
2, 1849, . 151.........

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceevveenee. 222...
mentioned by Benjamin R. Biddle in journal
August 5, 1849.......cccooviiiiiiieieeee 136.......
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
California journal November 1849.....161
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-

November 1849..........cccccvvvevvieeinenn. 189......
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddlle in
journal-July 1849..........cccovvvvevieeennnen. 129......

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-
September 8, 1850..........ccccevvernenen 218....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 27, 1852

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 i 206............
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

Sacramento Valley, California-October 16,

1849 . 173,
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,

California November 26, 1849.......... 179
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Puebla,

California November 26, 1849.......... 176
mentioned by Phillip Weber in letter from

San Francisco, CaliforniaNovember 26,

............................................................ 283
Maxcy
James M.
death in California-1866.................. 200, 292
goes to California-1849................... 200,.299
McCees
James
goes to California........cccceeevvveeicieesinnenn, 299.......
McClain
Mr.

32z
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mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,

1850 ... 220............

McCleaso

James
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172,
McCoy
Owen F.
death in California-1856...............ccccuu.... 199...
goes to California-1849................... 199, 299
McCrea
Charles
goes to California-1849...........c.cccceuveeen. 299...
travels to California-1849
wife files for divorce-1853..............cccuveee 285.
Nancy

files for divorce from Charles-1853........ 285
McDaniel

Johnson
mentioned by Benjamin R. Biddle in journal
August 5, 1849........cccoiiiiiiieieneen 136.......
Marshall

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 206............

Michael
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 244...............

Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

1850 ... 216............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185251

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 21,

1850 ..., 207............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 25,

1850 ... 207............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento Valley, Califoria-October 16,

1849 .. 173...........

Nathan
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 i 205..........
Reuben
goes to California-1849..........cccccceeveeen. 299...

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850...........cccccevveenee. 222...
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mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from

near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ciiiiiieiiiiiiiiee e 217............
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife fran

near Sacramento City, California-

September 8, 1850.........cccccevvveerunenn. 218....
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter

from California-September 2, 1849....151
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,

California November 26, 1849.......... 179

mentioned-November 1849.................... 189.
McDonald
Reuben

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-
September 8, 1850........cccccecueveerunnen. 218....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-August 11, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,
1850 i 220
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 27, 1852

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,
1851 oot 253...e
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,
1850 .. 205............
Reubern
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-June 27, 1852

............................................................ 263.......c....
McMurry
James
goes to California-1855..........ccccceeeveeenne 300...
McNabb
James H.
goes to California-1849........... 200, 299, 301
Merriman
William
leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852
............................................................ 259.............
Missoniah
goes to California.........ccccoeevveeieeiieeniiennenn 298.........
Moffit
Thomas
goes to California........cccceeveveiniieeiiinenn. 299.......
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cccecuvveenneee. 222...
Moore
Randolph
goes to California...........ccceeveereieiieennenns 299.......
letter from San Francisco, California-March 7,
1850, . i 214.............
Morgan
goes to California.........ccccoeevveiieeiieeniniennenn 299.........
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Index
Norris
S.R.
goes to California.........cccccoeevveeivveeeeennnn. 299.......
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
Odenheimer
Mr.

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849.........ccccvvvvvvvvvvvvnnnnnes 166.....
Ogleshy
Richard
goes to California-1849...........ccccceevveene 299...
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849.........cccccevveenee 190...

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-September 2, 1849....151
Oregon Emigrants

.. company of piloted-1848.............ccccceeevrrenne 71.....
Parkinson
James
goes to California.........ccceeveveeiiieneennnenn. 299.......
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........c.cccvveenneee. 222...
.. Mr.

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,

California-1849.........ccccevvvevivvieennenne 181......
Pearson
goes to California.........ccccoeeveeeieeeneennennnen, 299.........
Perkins
Francis M.
goes to California-1862...........ccccceeuveeenn. 299...
goes to California-Summer 1862........... 289
killed by Sioux Indians on way home from west
-August 3, 1863.....ccviiiiiiiiiiiieee e 290......
Phelps
David
death at his California mine-July 8, 1866292
goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveeee 299...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 26, 185250

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 27, 185261

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 27, 1852

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-June 27, 1852

............................................................ 263 e
travels to California-1849..............cccc..... 197
Poley
Benjamin F.
goes to California.........cccceeveeeeiiieecinnnen. 299.......
Elisha
goes to California-1860Q................... 288,.300
Mary E. Thrasher
goes to California-1860Q.............ccccceueee.. 288....
Post
Charles Rollins
leaves for California Spring 1849.............. Q0.
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Powell
James B.
letter to Benjamin A. Watson-February 25,

L1851 245

Prather
Abraham
goes to California-1859................... 288,.300
Henry
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 26, 185246
Prentiss
William

goes to California........ccccceevvvveeviieecinnenn. 299....

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........c.ccccevuveenee 222...
Rains Begin

November 2, 1849.........ccccceeeeeivivvieeeeeeeeeins 174....

Reed
James Frazier
death in San Jose, Californiduly 24, 1874

leaves Springfield for California April 16,

L1846 ..o 3,

letter from California June 16, 1846......... 36
letter from California October 6, 1846......47
letter from Fort Bridger, California July 31,

L8AT ..o 57

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-

November 18409..........cccoccvvvvvvvvvrveennnns 189....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biiddle in
California journal November 1849.....161

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

L1851 .o 253............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Saint Joseph, Missouri-May 9, 1849..104
mentioned by Eli Cook in Puebla, California

December 18, 1849.........ccccceeeveeereennn 186....

mentioned by Franklin Hickox in Pueblo San
Jose, CaliforniaDecember 27, 1849...188
Virginia
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

L1850 ... 206............

Virginia E. B.
letter from California May 16, 1847......... 54
Reeves
B. D.
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..............cccuveee. 222...
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Index

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in

journal-Winter 1849............cccccevveee. 183....
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 184

mentioned by Charles Maltby-January 16,

1850 ... 209............

mentioned by John B. Weber in California
journal December 15, 1849............... 178

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 29, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 3, 1849.......cccccevieeiieeniienenn 167......

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849..........cccccceeueeen. 164....

mentioned by Phillip Weber at head of
Sacramento River miningNovember 26,

1849 i 176............
Roberts
B. R., Capt
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849..........ccccccvvennee. 190...
Capt.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ... 216............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 26, 185246
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 27, 185261
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-August 11, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,

1850 ... 220............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185251

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

1851 .. 253............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 204............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 25,

1850 ... 207............

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from Sacramento River, California-

September 23, 1849..........ccccevvvenne 162...
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176

mentioned by William Charles Ludlum in
letter to family from near Independence,
Missouri-May 12, 1849............ccceeeenneee. 96.....
H. E.
goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveenne 299...
leaves St. Louis for CaliforniaApril 29, 1849

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850...........cccceeveenne. 222...
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Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 205............

N. E., Capt.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

1850 ... 215............

W. E., Capt
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-November 12,

L1851 e 254............

W. E., Capt.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 244............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 21,

1850 i 206............
Robinson

Dean
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-March 21,

1850 ..t 206............
John
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceeevvrinene 222...
John F.
goes to California..........ccceeeeeveieieeennnnns 299.......

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 ... 217 ..

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,

1851 i 204............

John H.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-
September 8, 1850........cccceecveveerunnenn. 218....
Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

L1850 ..eiiiiiieie e 216............

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 205............
Rodham

John
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cccccuvveenneee. 222...

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from Redding, California October

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849...........ccccceeeinen.ns 183....
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Index

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 184

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-June 13,

1850 .. 217....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 205............

mentioned by John B. Weber in California
journal December 15, 1849............... 178

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 16, 1849

............................................................ 171,
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal-
September 29, 1849...........ccceeeeee. 164...
...Rogers
J. G.
letter from San Francisco, California-
February 11, 1850......ccccccocvveeeiienens 203.....
Sattley
Albert

leaves for California gold mines-Spring 1849

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........c.cccvveenneee. 222...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from California September 1849

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849............cccceeevvnen. 183....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter Quarters 1849............. 184

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 15, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 29, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 2, 1849.......ccccooovvvvvvvieiieeeeeenn, 167......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 3, 1849.......cccooeevviivvvieeiieeeeenn, 167......
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
mentioned by Phillip Weber at head of
Sacramento River mining November 26,

1849 .. 176............
Saunders
C.J.
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850...........cccccevveenee 222...

mentioned by Franklin Hickox in Pueblo San
Jose, CaliforniaDecember 27, 1849...188
Lewis A.
goes to California-1849..........ccccccceveeene 299...
leaves for California gold mines-Early 1849

mentioned by Phillip Weber at Puebla,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
M., Mrs.
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mentioned by William Charles Ludlum in
letter to family from near Independence,

Missouri-May 12, 1849............ccccccue.e. 96.....
Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Fort Larami-June 7, 1849.................. 114.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-September 27,
1851 i 204,.253.

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevda City, California-November 12, 1851

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

Index

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Fort Larami-June 7, 1849.................. 114.
Shields
Mr.
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 . 206............
William
arrived in California-September 19, 1849
.................................................... 161,.175.....
goes to California-1849..........c..c.cccuveeen. 299...

leaves for California-March 25, 18409........ 83
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento Valley, California-October 16,

1850 i 205......... 1849 .. 173............
Sealy Short
Joseph James
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from goes to California...........cccccoeeiiiienn. 299.......
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849 lost on ship on way home from California-1855
............................................................ 1720, TP PP P PP OU PP URTPP = 7 SOUROTRORIO
Second Presbyterian Church Sierra Nevada Mountains, California................. 20...
several members join Biddle, B. R. in trip to West- Skinner
May 1849.......ccccvveiieeiie e 98........ letter from CaliforniatApril 6, 1846.................. 32..
Semple Slater
Dr. Dr.

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,

California-1849.......cccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeecenn. 18Q......
mentioned-June 14, 1846.............................. 39.......

Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
California journal November 1849.....161
Shepherd
Henry

death in Sacramento, California-Autumn 1850

goes to California-1849................... 199, 299

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cccccvveenneee. 222...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-February 26,

1850 ... 206.........
James
goes to California........ccccevveeeinieeininenn. 299.......

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........cccccuvveenneee. 222...
Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
to wife from North Fork of American

River, California-June 8, 1850........... 227
Nicholas H.
goes to California........cccceeevvveeicieesinnenn. 299.......
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 179
Shield
Mr.
died-October 1, 1849.............ceecvveereeennn. 216.....

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
near Sacramento City, California-May 16,

L1850 .. 216.........

William

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 284 ...

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-June 11, 185250

mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Sacramento City, California-June 27, 1852

James Harvey
arrives in California-September 1849....... 89
goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveeee 299...
travels to California-March 28, 1849......... 89
Smith

James
Donner Party-those who died................... 50...
John
arrived in California-September 19, 1849
.................................................... 161,.175.....
goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveeene 299...

leaves for California-March 25, 18409........ 83
Mr.
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
California journal concluded-November

1849 ..o 189............

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from California September 1849

............................................................ 157,
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849..........ccccceevveenee. 183....
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Benecia,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
William P.
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850...........c.ccccecveenee 222...
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mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 29, 1849

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal
October 2, 1849.......ccccvvevienieeinenne 167....
mentioned by John B. Weber inOctober 3,

1849 .. 167
Spergin
arrived in California-September 19, 1849....161
goes to California-1849............ccceveveeeneenns 299....
Spitzer
Augustus
Donner Party-those who died................... 50...
Spotswood
Henry M.
California November 1849..................... 189.
goes to California-1849...........ccccceeveenee. 299...

leaves St. Louis for CaliforniaApril 29, 1849

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceevveenee. 222...

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
California journal November 1849.....161

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal

October 7, 1849............ccoeeeviiiniinenn. 167....
N. D.
goes to California..........ccceeeeeveeeiieennnnns 299....
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccceeevvrnnene 222...
Stafford
Joseph

mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

Index
Swizler
Lewis
goes to California-1849..........cc.cccceuveeene 299...
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..........ccccccevveenee 222...
Taylor
Benjamin F.
California September 1849.................... 158
Council vote August 13, 1849................ 145

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849........cccccvvvvvvvvvvvvennnnes 166.....
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal-Winter 1849.............cccecevveee. 182....

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
Winter Quarters from Camp Hills Springs,
California-1849........ccccccceeevcieeeeiinene 181......

1850
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
October 3, 1849.......ccccvceviiieniienenn 167......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
October 6, 1849.........ccccocvviieenneenen. 167......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
October 7, 1849.........cccvveviiveeniienenn 168......
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, California-October 10, 1849

............................................................ 171,
Giles
arrived in California-September 19, 1849
.................................................... 161,.175.....
goes to California...........cccevvvevviiieerneens 300.......
leaves for California-March 25, 18409........ 83
John L.
goes to California.........ccccoeveveeiiieecnnnnnn. 300.......
William

Todd

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in letter
from San Francisco, California-January 1,

Clarissa J. Pike Chase

............................................................ 172,
Stanton
C.T.
Donner Party-those who died................... 50...
Steele
George R.
goes to California-1849................... 200,.299
Stokes
William
death in California December 1862....... 289
goes to California-1852...........cccceeevuveeen 278....
Stone
W. S.

late of Sangamon County outfitting
emigrants to west-December 18, 184647

Strawbridge
William
dies on way home from California-December
L1851 .o 255..e
goes to California-1849..........cccccoeceeenne 299...
mentioned by Phillip Weber at Puebla,
California November 26, 1849.......... 176
travels to California-1849.............cccceeene 198..

6XWWHUTV )RUW...&D.Q.LILRUQ.L2A.....

Ide, William B. arrives at-October 20, 1845..24

———1"ie <227
gold discovered at January 24, 1848............. 67.
Swasey-Todd Party........cccccvvveieenieeniicnieeie 23

death in Sacramento, Californtdarch 1874

............................................................ 293 .,
Francis Walton
goes to California-1849................... 199, 300
Lockwood
goes to California-1849..........cccccceeveeen. 300...
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-1850..............ccccuveeee. 222...
William L.

arrives at Independence, Missofifiay 1845.8
creates California Bear Flaglune 15, 184812
departs Independence, Missouri on Oregon

Trail May 10, 1845........ccccovvevviieeiiiennnn 2
leaves for OregodMarch 27, 1845............... 7.
leaves Fort Hall, Idaho for CaliforniaAugust

9, 1845, . 15,
letter about creating California Bear Flag

January 11, 1878......ccccevvviiiieieeeeniinnd 43........
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letter from California April 17, 1846......... 30
letter from San Francisco, CaliforniaMay 13,

1849 ... 105............

marriage to Clarissa J. Pik&pril 14, 1868292

mentioned by Benjamin Ribert Biddle in
California journal November 1849.....161

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle-

November 1849..........cccceviieeiienenns 189......
mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-1849..........cccccoveennee. 190...

mentioned by Elijah Cook Matheny in letter
from California-September 2, 1849....151
report of travel from Fort Hall through Sierra

NevadatAugust 1845............ccccevvveeenee. 20......
takes California route from Fort Hall, Idahb6
visits Springfield May 17, 1852.............. 277

Williiam L.

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson from
Sacramento, California-December 23,

1849 ... 187............
Turley
goes to California..........cccceeveiiiiiieeiiiiinens 300.........
Uhler
Jacob

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in
journal from San Francisco, California-

October 29, 1849..........cuvvvveevveeiiinnnnnnd 166.....
Van Doren
William L.
goes to California-1850Q.............ccceevenee. 300....
goes to California-Spring 1850............... 211
Van Meter
goes to California-1849.........cccceeviieeerinenns 300.....
mentioned by Eli Cook in Puebla, California
December 18, 1849........ccccceeeevvvivviineennnns 186......
Waddell
Rebecca
sued for divorce by husband Squire-November
1853 e 282
Squire

retruns to Springfield from California-
September 1853........ccccooviieeiiiieeee 282......
sues wifew for divorce-November 1853.282
Waddle
Squire
goes to California-1851..........cccceeevurennne 255....
Ware
Mr.
Benjamin Robert Biddle meets on first trip to
San Francisco-November 1849.......... 193
mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in letter
from San Francisco, California-January 1,

L1851 i 241............
Watson
Benjamin A.
arrives in California-August or September 1849
.............................................................. 86...ccccuenne
Council vote August 13, 1849................ 145
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August 3, 1849........ceeiviiiiiiieieeeiiins 138.......
letter to husband in California-June 24, 1850
............................................................ 228
James



Letters From California and Oregon

letter toJournal newspaper-January 30, 1851

............................................................ 242...........
mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
from California-April 1851.................. 248
mentioned- September 1850.................. 231.
John B.
made trip to California with Benjamin Robert
Biddle-1849.......cccecviiiiierieeienee e 80...........
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Quarters from Camp Hills Springs, California-

Index

mentioned by Benjamin A. Watson in letter
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John
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Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

mentioned by Benjamin Robert Biddle in Winter
Quarters from Camp Hills Springs, California-
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mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-January 25, 1851

............................................................ 244 ...

Weis
William
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-April 26, 185246
mentioned by Eli Cook in letter to wife from
Nevada City, California-December 17,

L1850 ... 220............

Wells
John
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal from
Spring Camp, CaliforniaOctober 26, 1849

............................................................ 172, near Sacramento City, California-June 13,
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............................................................ 172...........Yates
mentioned by John B. Weber in journal John W
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Charles H.
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Mr.
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Mr.

mentioned-1850..........ccceceveeiiiieeiiienenns 236.......
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moves to Oregon-1851.........cccccceeveriinns 255....
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moves to Oregon-1851.........cccccceeeeriinne 255....
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During the last week, | have thought much of SpringfieldDisgance lends enchantment to
the viewpso absence brings to mind, more vividly, the endearments of Remenen would
wander from family and friends, if they did but take a philosophicvieings. The partner
in our joys and sorrows, the children of our Rikie affection of the one, the innocence of the
others, would keep us all at home, if we would but take thingy asettesnd accommodate
ourselves to the circumstances of our condition. But, as the worldeiss therecessity for
gold. There are a thousand and one ways in which money may be used, sncbsopas
us all to have it. Very many have sacrificed every enroplility upon the altar of Mammon.
There are many men, on these plains, who have adopted a coarsemessm@t and
language, and who violate the common courtesies of life witlpamity that would indicate
their birth and education to have been in a less favored land than theStaiésd The gold
obtained is but a small portion of the history of such an expediioere is much to be
learned of the manner in which the characters of some medeaedoped by peculiar
circumstances, and all may learn lessons of wisdom by the study of themselves.

Benjamin R. BiddgeJournal, August 11, 1849



Picture of Original Bear Flag That Was Destroyed in San Francisco Earitjuake Fire
Created by William L. Todd

Many who started in this pilgrimage for gold have sickened and died; others wh
have reached this country will return poorer than they came; and some will go back
to those they love blest with fortune. But these last will be few in number, and their
story will be as sunny spots on the dark canvass that will picture fostegbtch in

the history of our nation.

Benjamin R. Biddle
December 24, 1849



