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The Public Square

Introduction

The Public Square in Springfield is bound by Adams, WashinigtoandFi

Sixth Streets. It was created on paper in December of H&823he plat of

the Town of Calhoun was recorded with the Sangamon County Clerk. The
Public Square became Springfield’s heart and soul. It was meueéemd
political site—four Sangamon County Court Houses, the lllintésHgtuse,

and the United States District Court were located heres diswaa place for
general and drug store keepers, hotelkeepers, lawyers, hatibenrspplecs,
jewelers, bankers, restaurateurs and entertainers to iplyratfes and
professions.

From April 1837 to February 1861, the Public Square woulstdge aupon
which Abraham Lincoln would perform as the central figure in a d@ma t
would conclude with a resolution of what America was to be. dfiedetie
stage as a young, bachelor lawyer living for over ¢lamseay the northwest
corner of the Square above the store of Joshua Fry Speed. Hergpent
evenings around a stove at Speed’s store with a coteriegiie®ps best and
brightest including William H. Herndon, his future law grarMilton Hay,
James C. Conkling and Stephen A. Douglas. He practiced lavCouth
House on the corner of Sixth and Washington Streets and offlfeed@ner

of Sixth and Adams Streets. He had his picture taken in eotlyirstistio on

the South Side of the Square and in Christopher German’s studio above
Chatterton’s on the West Side of the Square. In the lllinoisiStse he
argued over 200 cases before the Supreme Court, served in the lllinoi
Legislature and on June 16, 1858 delivered his House Dividéadirspleec
Hall of Representatives. He learned of his nomination for Rreatde
Watson’s Saloon on the South Side of the Square and celebratadttieere
November night he was elected President of the United Statesesident-
elect, he wrote his first inaugural address in a third fldorrd@m of his
brother-in-law’s store on the South Side of the Square. dylis/as returned

to Springfield on May 3, 1865 and lay in state in the IRadpofsentatives of
the State House until the morning of May 4, 1865. For two d8psiinggield
neighbors lined the north walkway entrance to the State Housewdyd slo
entered and paid their respects to him for the last time.

| hope that the following photographs and narrative will help yecajature
the magic of this place.

Richard E. Hart
Springfield, lllinois
September 2004
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THE FIRST COURT HOUSE AND THE ORIGINAL PUBLIC SQUARE
AT SECOND AND JEFFERSON STREETS—CIRCA 1821-1831

“Prior to 1831, the town centered about the small squareoat! Sex
Jefferson streets, where lles’ store and the firsthmuse were located. The
present square was on the fringe of settlement.”....”

THE NEW PUBLIC SQUARE PLATTED IN DECEMBER 1823
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FlAT OF THE TOWN OF CALHOUN S—iOWING THE NEW PuBLIC SQUARE DECEMBER1823

THE SECOND SANGAMON COUNTY COURT HOUsE—1825-1830

In 1825, Sangamon County moved its Court House from the nortbwest of
Second and Jefferson Streets and the small square them-st#y, new frame Court
House was built at the northeast corner of Sixth and Adarets Sthere the lllinois
Building now stands. It was the first governmental buildirge dPublic Square and was
used until 1830.

“Dr. Garret Elkin lived on the southwest corner of Sixth and Addris,
diagonally across from him...stood the two-story frame ltouse which
the county commissioners had built in 1825. On the west sidsqidhe
was a solitary two-room frame house. The squaresigetipy and grown
over with weeds, contained only the whipping post, a geiesamiment
which stood bare and awesome across from [today’s Bahk Kbrth of
Jefferson Street, east of Sixth and south of Adams, witgiagrairie and
timber except for the home and small farm of CharlestReryianear the
intersection of Sixth and Cook streets... [The originalf $ite &lijah lles
House]j

1 “Here | Have Lived,” A History of Lincoln’s Springfieeh 18&1l-M. Angle, Springfield, lllinois, The Abraham kincol
Association, pp. 42-43. (Hereinafter referred to as “Hexe ILiHaed.”)

2 This copy is from the Sangamon Valley Collectiomlivibibrary, Springfield, lllinois. For a short timendmae of
Springfield was changed to “Calhoun,” but the nameotvaspular and was soon changed back to Springfield.

3 Here | Have Liyeg. 42-43.
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THE THIRD SANGAMON COUNTY COURT HOUSE—1830-1837
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THIRD SANGAMON COUNTY COURT HOUSE
IN CENTER OF SQUARE: BUILT IN 1833

In 1830, Sangamon County began construction of its third Court House.

“...located in the center of the present square. Brick, triesdgto height,
with a hip roof surmounted by a cupola, it was the neisnpous building
in town. Soon after it was finished a brick market house Nasnbthe

northwest corner of the square....A plank fence, with stilesyilvasdund

the court house, a public well was sunk and a pump eredtéte antire
square sown with grass.”

It was 61 feet long and 45 feet wide. There wemnifidews across the front
of the second story and a center door with two windows onséithef the front first
floor. It cost $6,841. Its design was of the so-called “coffeerrmfoursquare federal
style of court houses built in at least eight other lllinois coduntieg the 1830’s. The
building was completed early in 1831 and was used until the siBBigwhen the site
was given to the State of Illinois for a new State House.

“The public square, a green pleasant lawn inclosed by a oataigs ¢he
court-house and a market, both fine structures of brick;handides
surrounding the square are lined with handsome edifices. Many of the
buildings, however, are small; and the humble log catzbiding place of

some of the first settlers, not unfrequently meets the eye.”

ILLINOIS STATE HOUSE 1837-1876

On February 28, 1837, the lllinois State legislature chogdiedpras the capital of
lllinois and authorized the Sangamon County Commissioners’ {Goconvey to the
Governor of the state of lllinois, for the use of the people of tsd] &l that piece or
parcel of ground ...known as the “public square,” containing twbaéindcres ..upon
which piece... of ground ... shall be erected a State House...foetlé ISitatis.”

“When the news reached Springfield there was wild rejoicingatogrin a
huge bonfire built around the whipping post on the eastfside square.
There were doubtless aching heads in the days that followesl gfoceries
were doing a record business, but these were as nothisgthgageneral
belief that the town’s fortune was made.”

4 Sangamon County Commissioners RectRis) 1BBdokens Library, University of Illinois at Sprindgf&bringfield,
lllinois. The records contain a road survey from SpringfiBlectttur with a drawing of Sangamon County’s
third Court House symbolizing Springfield.

5 Here | Have Liy@d43.
6 lllinois in 183Philadelphia, published by S. Augustus MitchddyaBdgg & Elliot, 1837, p. 129.

7 Here | Have Liy@d57.
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“[On April 15, 1837] Six weeks after the passage of the seatrofgmt

act the young New Salem law maker who had steered it threugh th
legislature packed his scanty belongings in his saddle bags, rode into
Springfield and arranged with Joshua Speed to sharestlsertaitn above

his store [on the northwest corner of the Public Squéne.the same day

the Sangamo Jouamaiounced the formation of a new law partnership, John

T. Stuart and A. LincolA.”

By the end of May, 1837, the Sangamon Court House on the Palokch8dibeen
torn down to make room for the new State House. The actuabhsiaée government
into the newly constructed State House did not occur until 2I88%f Sangamon County
did not build another Court House for nearly ten years.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE |LLINOIS STATE HOUSE OF LINCOLN 'STIME LOOKING EAST

“Here Lincoln attended his last session of the legislature in 4840-18
attended to some 235 cases in the lllinois Supreme Courtedielnee
“house divided against itself” speech; and used the Governor’asrdsn
office during the campaign of 1860 and as president-elechisHavdy lay

in state May 3-4, 1865.”

END oF CiviL WAR CELEBRATED

“When the wires announced Lee’s surrender flags flevir oldbes as if by
magic. In a short time business was suspended, and by d¢omputen the
entire city sought the streets and the State House squtire.crdsvds grew
excitement became intense; cheers and singing mingle@ wifls¢hof the
bells; impromptu processions marched and countermarched.cks,.Ha
buggies, wagons and drays carrying loads of singing, sheatjomed the
parade and circled the square times without end. ...As the preamadsibn
the people jammed the Hall of the House of Representatinee, orator
after orator pronounced a requiem for the rebellion. Fihallfast
grandiloquent period ended, the applause died away, the bandnulajed,
people walked quietly to their homes. Peace had comévagain.”

8 Here | Have Liy@d59.
9 Lincoln’s Inner Ciidieois State Historical Society, Springfield, 1955.
10 Here | Have Liygg. 288-289.
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STATE HOUSF, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,

KILBURN 'SDRAWING OF THE STATE HOUSE: N OVEMBER 18561

- E— = —

M. M. BALLOU, {wiveas Sfusir. BOSTON, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1836. %

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, | the streets being wide and straight, the public square we have de-

We present on this page ‘s fino view of the State House, in | picted being in the centre, The town contains a court house, three
Springfield, the capital of the State of Tllinois, & fourishing post- | banks, o United States land office, churches of various denomina-
town, and the seat of justice of Sangamon County. The State | tions, several academies and hotels. Five or six newspapers are
House is & noble stone building, of great architéctural beauty, as | established here,: It became the seat of governmentin 1840, a
will be seen by Mr. Kilburn's graphic delineation, executed ex- | circumstance which imparted s sensible impulse to the place, It
pressly for us, together with the other pictures of the series of | is here that the Chicago and Mississippi Railroad intersects the
Springfield views, which will be scen on turning to page 312 of | Great Western Central Railroad, which extends from the Missis-
the present number. The Stas House stands in the centre of & | sippi ncross the State to Indiana. The western division of this
square of three aeres; bounded by Fifth, Sixth, Adams and Wash- | line, which extends fifty-five miles from Springfield to the Illinois
ington Streets, The grounds are laid out with great taste, and | River, has been in operation several years, under the title of the
shaded by ornamental trees. The building cost $180,000. The | Sangamon and Morgan Railroad, the eastern portion of which is
town is situated three miles south of Sangamon River, and 230 | still in the process of construction. The Chicago and Mississippi
miles southwest of Chieago. It is laid out with great regularity, | Railroad is completed from Alton to Bloomington, a distance of

11 Ballou’s Pictgrigbston, Saturday, November 15, 1856, page 1.
5
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East Side of the Public Square

EAS1 SIDE OF PUBLIC SOUARE,

Haerting’s Drawing of the East Side of the Public Square: €ia 186&

BUSINESSES ON THE EAST SIDE OF SQUARE, FROM NORTH TO SOUTH, 1858

Sangamon County Court House J. M. Burkhardt, dry goagsnenal store
State Bank of lllinois, afterwards occupied Corneau & Dillelistirugg

by Springfield Fire Insurance Company Wright & Brown, dryayubdsockery
Alley Boream & Bacon, books and stationery

C. W. Matheny, dry goods
A. M. Converse, grocettes

THE ILLINOIS STATE BANK BUILDING , 1839

In 1839, a majestic Greek Revival bank building was ceasinuitte middle of the
East Side of the Public Square for use by the lllinois State Bankas a perfect
compliment to the newly constructed State House, its neighbor athoSg&t. It is the
second building from the left in the drawing above. It wed thkk most chaste, beautiful
and substantial building west of the Allegheny Mountains.”

In 1848, the lllinois State Bank failed and in the spring ofhE8B&wly organized
Springfield Marine and Fire Insurance Company purchased deg banld opened its
banking house there. Robert Irwin, a resident of the lle® Hom 1841 to 1865, was a
charter member and cashier and Abraham Lincoln’s personal banker.

12 Drawn from nature on stone by H. Haerting, 1860, L. Gast, Bito Louis, Missouri. (Hereinafter referred to as
“Haerting.”)

13 lllinois State RegiStningfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.

14 Here | Have Liyed 171.
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Photograph of Springfield Marine and Fire Insurance Compan
on the East Side of the Public Square: Circa 1866’s

THE FOURTH SANGAMON COUNTY COURT HOUSE—1845-1877

“A special term of the County Commissioners’ Court @ldsoh Saturday,
April 5, 1845, to take into consideration the proposition foruticbgse of
ground for the erection of a new court house. The County AttStephen
T. Logan, was instructed to purchase lots of James DunRpksertirwin,
on the northeast corner of the square [Sixth and Wash8iggets]. ...The
ground was purchased and a contract entered into with HeasgDon the
11th day of April, 1845, for the construction of the buildidgwas erected
according to contract, and occupied until the purchasdheo8tate of the
old capital building [in 1876], when the offices were rembved.”

COURT HOUSE AND BANK, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS.

The Fourth Sangamon County Court House and the
Springfield Marine and Fire Insurance Company”

15 Photographic Division, Abraham Lincoln Presidentialryji8garingfield, Illinois. (Hereinafter referred to medln
Presidential Library.”)

16 1881 History Of Sangamon County |Inllere&tate Publishing Company, Chicago, lllinois, 1.8835. (Hereinafter
referred to as “1881 History.”)

17 Ballou’s Pictgribston, Saturday, November 15, 1856.
7
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The Court House was just north of the lllinois State Bank andtli@ec@dblic
Square and the State House. Like the State House andkh# Bas a classic Greek
Revival building, being two stories with a portico and a pesupeorted by six columns
and brick pilasters. Unlike the limestone Bank and sandstienel@&@tse, however, the
Court House was brick instead of stone, and its Doric collersfisand-covered hollow
wood. In 1877, Sangamon County tore down the Court House and sold the subdivided lot

4 A
LTI ITITT

Drawing of the East Side of the Public Square: Circa 13%

“Concerning the little two-story building with the woodeamng just south

of the Springfield Marine bank, according to William Ridgelg ibince the
lllinois State bank, which was founded by his father, Nichdradgely...A

house which long stood south of the state bank was the horhe of t
Ferguson family. The... daughter married Jacob Bunn. The old drufy store o
Corneau & Diller on this site became famous as the “lokfogggd some of

the best known citizens of Springfield, including Abraham Linboliene

told some of his best storiés.”

THE FEBRUARY 13,1858 IRE

Fires were a constant threat and from time to time an uatertwality of life in
mid-19' century Springfield. In the 1850’s the Public Square sufienetbar of very
destructive fires. One of the most destructive occurred ontthieleas the Public Square
on Saturday, February 13, 1858.

“On Saturday night [February 13, 1858] our city was vigitate tof the
largest and most destructive fires which we have yet beetocatamd.
Before it was finally stayed, it consumed six stores, almbatfdtiee south
half] of the East side of the squaré?..”

After the fire, the east side was rebuilt with four,-gtoeg brick buildings. One of
them housed a large public hall on the second floor. It camenoweds Cook’s Hall

18 Qriginal in collection of Richard E. Hart. (Hereinafferresl to as “Hart.”)

19 lllinois State RegiStningfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.

20 Springfield StamurnalSpringfield, lllinois, February 15, 1858. The newspaperati@ads vnames over time.
(Hereinafter referred to as “Journal.”)
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and was a popular place for public gatherings, theatficahpaces, balls and parties and
drills of the Springfield Grays. It is the third building from the righa foltbwing picture.

“When Metropolitan Hall was finished in 1855 its seating cagati’00
was the largest in the state, but three years laterfareems to yield, in
popular favor at least, to the hall which John Cook built aet¢bed floor
of the building which he erected south of the Marine andnBueance
Company. In Cook’s opinion the distinctive featuresso&tiiitorium—its
size, its gallery, the gas lights—could be adequately reprasignity the
name “llliopolitan Hall,” but this was too much for Central idljrand so it
quickly came to be known by its owner’s plain but familiar #ame.”

Preston Butler's Photograph of the East Side of the Public Gaye: Circa 1853

CALL FOR SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN CONVENTION AT COOK'SHALL

March 14, 1859. A mass Convention of the Republicans of Sgrnivitfies
held on Monday, the 21st inst., at 7 P.M.

At Cook’s Hall for the purpose of nominating candidates dmicipal
officers at the approaching City Election. A full and piratiendance is
requested.......... A. LinédIn

LINCOLN LECTURES AT COOK'SHALL

Thursday, April 26, 1860. SPRINGFIELD. To “a large and ieellig
audience” at Cook’s Hall, Lincoln repeats his lecture of ageawn
Discoveries and Invention. “The lecture was a first cladiscpon,” the
Journal commented, “and gave much pleasure to the audiera® oflthe
most instructive and entertaining character, and we daubani cost its
talented author much time and latsér.”

21 Here | Have Liy@d 175.

22 QOriginal photograph by Preston Butler, Springfield, IlliHaig.

23 The Collected Works of Abraham Thedbraham Lincoln Association, Springfield, lllinois,PR@asler, Editor,
Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, New Jerseyp \3TR,

24 |incoln: 1854-1861, Being the Day-by-Day Activites dfifdmabFrom January 1, 1854-Marchby, B8GILM. Angle,
published by The Abraham Lincoln Association, Sprindfietds, p. 330.
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South Side of the Public Square
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SOUTH SIDE OF PUBLIC SOUARE.

Haerting’s Drawing of the South Side of the Public Squar€irca 186&

BUSINESSES ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE SQUARE, FROM EAST TO WEST, 1858
Hurst & Co., dry goods William Carmean, auctioneer
Yates, Smith & Co., dry goods Thomas Brady, saloon
Campbell & Fondey, insurance J. H. Adams, hats and caps
W. B. Fondey, dry goods M. Hirschfield, clothing
Lamb, Brown and Company, pork and beef packers David Hickegticoer
E. R. Wiley, tailor E. B. Pease & Bro., hardware
R. F. Ruth, harness and leather E. B. Hawley & Co., dry goods
J. Thayer & Co., dry goods Preston Butler, photographer
W. W. Watson, confectioner T. S. Little, clothing
Birtchell & Owen, druggists J. Bunn, grocexy
Ives & Curran, watches and jewelry

LINCOLN CELEBRATES ELECTION ASPRESIDENT AT WATSON’S SALOON

In the 1850’s and early 1860’s, W. W. Watson operated \gdsmwons a popular
eating-place housed in a building opposite the south entrancBtatehtdouse. It was not
a saloon in the modern idiom as it served no liquor. Watsonsadvtdrat he was a
confectioner. It was here on the evening of November 6,tHs868braham Lincoln
celebrated his election as President of the United States.

“While they were waiting for the news from New York which
would clinch the victory [November 6, 1860 - Presidential
Election], the little group [Lincoln, Dubois, Hatch] in tlegteph
office was invited to Watson’'s Saloon which the Republican
women of the town had taken over for the night. As Lincoln

25 Haerting
26 |llinois State RegiSaingfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.
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walked through the door a hundred feminine voices sang out,
“How do you do, Mr. President!” and as he sat down at a long
table piled with food the old refrain was started:

Ain’t you glad you joined the Republicans?
Joined the Republicans,

Ain't you glad you joined the Republicans?
Down in Illinois?

“While the voices were still ringing the long-expected dispatch
from New York was delivered. Returns from New York City indi-
cated certain victory in the state. The word spread throughout the
room in a flash, and congratulations came in an avakinche.”

Preston Butler's Photograph of the South Side of the Publgrjuare: Circa 1859

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 'SPHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY PRESTON BUTLER

Preston Butler was an early photographer in Springfielstudidswas in the upper
floor of a building on the South Side of the Square. It is shakgabove photograph
with a sign on the top of the building to the left of T. S. &ittlething store. On
September 1, 1859, tbaily State Registartained the following advertisement for Butler's
photographs of the four sides of the Public Square

“Butler is showing some capital photographic work at hig,galler

the shape of views of the public square, embracing all itdH&des.
had them upon one sheet, making a very pretty collection for a
single frame. He offers copies for sale.”

27 Here | Have Liygd 252.
28 Qriginal photograph by Preston Butler, Springfield, Illindést

11
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Preston Butler's Photograph of Abraham Lincoln Taken on Augud 3, 1860
at Butler’'s Gallery on the South Side of the Squéte

“Included in the 118 daguerreotypes, Ambrotypes and photograph

of Lincoln are several made by Springfield photographers. One
was by Preston Butler at his “Photographic and Ambrotype

Gallery” on the south side of the squaré?..”

29 Lincoln in Photographs An Album of Every Kiitiveml&@ostamilton and Lloyd Ostendorf, Morningside, D&ytom,
1985, p. 63. (Hereinafter referred to as “Ostendorf.”)

30 Springfield’s Public Square in Lincoln’s Day:, Hfityl@4Rratt, Springfield, lllinois, Williamson iAgr& Publishing
Company (19417?) (Hereinafter referred to as “Public Square.”)
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Woodcut of the Tinsley Building, South Side of the Public $gre: June 4, 1830

LINCOLN PRACTICES LAWAND WRITES FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESSIN TINSLEY BUILDING

“The Tinsley Building, erected in 1840, at Sixth and Adams stesethe first
three-story building on the south side of the square arithdbie brick business
house in central lllinois. ...In 1841 the mercantile firm Mf Finsley & Co.,
occupied the ground floor. Immediately above was the UnitedcStateroom in
which Lincoln practiced until 1855. Logan & Lincoln movediits of late 1843,
or early 1844, to the third floor, front. Here the femained until the dissolution
of the partnership in the autumn of 1844, and here begamthaf Lincoln &
Herndon. “The furniture,” says one who was a student infites ofas “somewhat
dilapidated, consisting of one small desk and a table, alsafggerwith a raised
head at one end, and a half dozen wooden chairs. Theaooever scrubbed. If
cleaned at all it was done by the clerk or law student vesionally ventured to
sweep up the accumulated dirt. Over the desk a few shelieesrmanclosed; this
was the office bookcase holding a set of Blackston& Kentmentaries, Chitty's
Pleadings, and a few other books.

“West of the Tinsley Building stood the store of Yates & Shmithate January
1861, Lincoln wished to write his inaugural address. The craivcEntk to see
him at his office made work on the address there difficultSnMith offered the
use of a back room on the third floor above his lastretmme an offer which was
accepteds?

Today a portion of the Tinsley Building still stands and is a State of Ilboids his
site known as the Lincoln & Herndon Law Offices.

31 Lincoln Presidential Library
32 Public Square
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THE AMERICAN HOUSE HOTEL

Photograph of the American House Hotel at the Southeast Comnef the Public Square
Built by Elijah lles in 1836-1839

“When the legislature met for the first time in Springfieldeder®ber 1839, the
well-to-do members took up their residence in the American Haasglyre
completed at the southeast corner of the square. It was-attny brick structure.
Its forty rooms, large lobby and elegant dining room gave fonrdatgclaim of
being the finest hotel in the west. For more than a dagabailding was a center
of social and political life in Springfield. Lincoln was one ahdhagers of a
cotillion given here for members of the legislature. Presiakint Wan Buren and
Vice President Richard M. Johnson were among theesotdinl stopped at the
American %
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Drawing of the South Side of the Public Square: Circa 1859

33 Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springffietas.
34 Public Square
35 Hart
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West Side of the Public Square
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Haerting’s Drawing of the West Side of the Public Square: Cacl86€p

BUSINESSES ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE SQUARE, FROM SOUTH TO NOR TH, 1858

J. A. McCanless, grocer Johnson & Bradford, books and
stationery

William Lavely, grocer P. C. Canedy, druggist

J. H. Adams, hatter Joseph Chapman, dry goods and n
lles & Pasfield M. M. Van Duesen, druggist

Woods & Henkel, merchant tailors Louis Groeble, clothing

T. G. Lonsden & Co., boots and shoes Irwin & Davis, dry3goods

George W. Chatterton, jewelry and silversmith
Clark’'s Exchange Bank, N. H. Ridgely, president
N. W. Edwards & Co., dry goods

Alley

LINCOLN 'SBACHELOR YEARS ATFIFTH AND WASHINGTON STREETS

“Lincoln’s first associations were with the northwesercofrthe square. On the
corner lot, where the [Myers Building] stands today.,. wdsshua Fry] Speed’s
store. Lincoln roomed with Speed above the store andebacaember of the
coterie that gathered nightly in the back room of thee stancoln probably lodged
here until 1841 when Speed sold his interest, but the cladshipidretween the
two men continued until Lincoln’s death. Lincoln here foanfigendship with a
bright-minded young store clerk in the store named WilliaHeriddon who
became a student in the office of Logan & Logan. Ugpsmiudisn of the firm of
Logan & Lincoln, Herndon joined Lincoln as a partner.

“Among other members of the coterie were Milton Hay andsJ&. Conkling
...and also Stephen A. Douglas, an associate at the baengpooaty in the
lllinois House of Representatives and Lincoln’s politicaheppin campaigns
extending over a quarter of a centefry.”

36 Haerting
37 lllinois State RegiSingfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.
38 Public Square
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LINCOLN’'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Drawing of the West Side of the Public Square: Circa 285

LINCOLN PURCHASESWEDDING RING AT CHATTERTON 'SJEWELRY STORE

“G. W. Chatterton, dealer in watches, jewelry and piarosjtuwated near the
center of the block, present site of the Resich Buildindneowest side of the
square. From this firm Lincoln purchased the weddingerigtaved with the
words “Love is Eternal,” which he placed on the finger of aiy November 4,
1842 .10

THE DECEMBER 31,1853 IRE

“The Jewelry Store of Geo. W. Chatterton on the sistof the Public Square,
was discovered to be on fire about ten o’clock on Thurgelaywge The fire
extended to every part of the front room, burning andirudpdis entire stock of
fixtures, clocks, and fancy article, silver and plated waresheldyand energetic
efforts at pump-handles in the neighborhood, in communicatiorsuoktts and
strong arms, the fire was quenched out from furtheuctést, and the alarm of
the neighboring shops put to rest.”

THE MAY 111855 IRE

“The sun this morning rose upon a scene in Springkelidkehof which has never
before been witnessed here. More than half the blodie omest side of the
Square, commencing from the north, was in ruins, andotthe and furniture, not
destroyed, were scattered about mostly on the stageshjoase, presenting further
evidence of the melancholy catastrofthe.”

“Not until more than half the block on the west side oktjuare burned on the

night of May 11, 1855, did the city take action. Prodded imp#h disastrous fire

in the town’s history, the council requested the magatl ton the citizens with a

subscription paper for raising the money for two fg@es and other apparatus.
The citizens, scared, subscribed enough for one défgine.”

39 Hart

40 Public Square.

41 Journabpringfield, lllinois, December 31, 1853.
42 Journabpringfield, lllinois, May 12, 1855.

43 Here | Have Liyed 181.
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LINCOLN’'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Preston Butler's Photograph of the West Side of the Public Sqad.ooking North: Circa 185%

The Chatteron Jewelry Store where Lincoln bought his weddimadisurvived
the fire of 1853 but was destroyed in the 1855 fire. ®kstdwy buildings shown on the
left side of the above photo are probably typical of the pre-t8#&diisgs on the Public
Square. They survived the fire of May 11, 1855. ti#dt@B55 fire, the north end of the
west side of the Square was rebuilt with a number of three-story, brick buiheiriggade
of one of those buildings, the Chatterton Jewelry Store, is pictowedAe upper floor of
this building was occupied by Christopher Smith German, di€drptgptographer, who
took the last known photograph of Abraham Lincoln in Springfieddebe¢ left for
Washington.

—

“G.W CHATTERTON

Photograph of G. W. Chatterton’s Jewelry Store and
Christopher Smith German’s Photographic Studio on the WeSide of the Public Squareé

44 QOriginal photograph by Preston Butler, Springfield, lllikiait.
45 Lincoln Presidential Library
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LINCOLN’'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

“On January 13, 1861, Abraham Lincoln went to the photogiggileoy of
Christopher German on the West Side of the Square abotert@tiatJewelry
Store. German took two photographs of Lincoln. On Fet®uaB61, two days
before leaving for Washington, Lincoln had his last Spripgigetdyraph taken by
Christopher Smith Germatt.”

Christopher Smith German took the back cover photograph on Febrl@éy,%at
his studio above Chatterton’s Jewelry Store on the West $idePablic Square. The
photographs below were taken in the 1870’s and picturetdhyedssck commercial
buildings constructed on the west side of the Public Square after the fire of 1855.

1870’s Photographs of the West Side of the Public Square
and the Southwest Corner of Fifth and Washington Streéts

After the fire of 1855, the building pictured above at thewsesitiborner of Fifth
and Washington Streets was built on the site of the Josl8peé&dystore where Abraham
Lincoln lived from April 1837 until 1841.

46 Ostendp. 70.
47 Lincoln Presidential Library
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LINCOLN’'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Photograph of Freeman’s Corner, Northwest Corner of Fifth ard/ashington Street4

This old photograph pictures the northwest corner of Fifth and Waslitigters,
known in the 19th century as Freeman’'s Corner. The building ertdme left was
known as the Enterprise Building and still stands in 2004. The stiwtsistofy buildings
to the right in the picture were along Fifth Street and was ksdwaoffman’s Row. It was
here in 1837 that Abraham Lincoln located his first law wifltesenior partner John T.
Stuart.

“Never before in the annals of our city were there readiifestations of progress
and improvement as during the present season [1855]. ...Fessman on the
North West corner, are building a three story brick, tfemitfront by ninety feet
deep. The improvement will add very materially the appearantearhtreto

48 Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springffietds.
49 Journaluly 14, 1855, p. 3.
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LINCOLN'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

North Side of the Public Square

Haerting’s Drawing of the North Side of the Public SquareCirca 1868

BUSINESSES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE SQUARE, FROM WEST TO EAST, 1858
Condell, Stockdale & Co., dry goods Merchants & Farmers’ Bank;
Wolf & Bergman, clothing Clinton Hall, upstairs
Reuben Coon & Br., boots and shoes D. J. Boynton & Co.,
tinware and house furnishing goods

John Williams & Co., dry goods Francis Clinton, confectioneakard b
B. F. Fox, hardware W. D. Ward, jeweler
Hammerslough Bros., clothing Elder & Bro., stoves and tinware
William Perce, dry goods and groceries James Fagan, saloo
Grover Ayers, dry goods E. B. Fisher, dry goods
Artsman & Felheim, clothing Pride & Beers, groceries

William Carpenter, groer

“... the north side of the square... were mostly onefstong structures, and
known in those days as “chicken réav.”

“The four sides of the square and the adjacent blocksnednthe business
houses, some, like the State Bank, adequate and imposing, ketiiboselion
“Chicken Row,” no better than eyesofés.”

The second building from the right—the Buck Building—was bustahd still
stands in 2004.

50 Haerting

51 |llinois State RegiSingfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.

52 1881 Historp. 652.

53 Abraham LincpBenjamin P. Thomas, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1953, p. 7
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LINCOLN'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Drawing of the North Side of the Public Square: Circa 1839

John Williams & Company Dry Goods Store

“The history of the north side of the square containpantieular feature in the
commercial life of Springfield that stands out above all. otiess the corner of
Fifth and Washington streets, John Williams & Company condulitedj@ods
store. Colonel Williams being the successor of Elijah lkekepththe first store
in Springfieldss

“... [at the west end of the north side of the squardptieeof John Williams stood
in the 30’s. Here Lincoln probably came for the first tinleeirompany of
Denton Offutt, his New Salem employer, who shipped Tenrsesseeorn for
Williams to sell. When the store was operated later as Rabhe&t@o., Lincoln
served the owner as attorney, made many of his putblessesnd deposited his
spare cash with the proprietét.”

“We notice the other day the great improvements in the tom of John
Williams & Co. It is now one of the largest and besigadastore rooms in the
city. The main sales room is 20 feet front and ruks/Baeet. The upstairs is
divided into three apartments; the front room is spacious gorodin, the center
room is used entirely for piece goods, boots and stuwoethesother room is used
exclusively for wall paper and carFéts.”

In 1857, John Williams built a banking house on the North Stde &fublic
Square. ltis the first three-story building from the left in the above®icture.

“Banking house of John Williams & Co., north side Square. Siz8QR0eky;,
three stories; with ornamental front, entirely of iron, thenctelebrated works of
Miles Greenwood, Cincinnati; Sutton & Brother, builders; brick w&&d Wise;
painting by E. G. Johns. The roof is of iron, known asaDsitelastic, metallic
roof being the first of that kind introduced here; it wasply P. A. Dorwin &
Co. This building, when completed, will be highly ornamental, attdasflhauch
attention. Cost 7,000 dollafs.”

54 Hart

55 |llinois State RegiStaingfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.

56 Public Square.

57 JournaBpringfield, Illinois, March 30, 1854.

58 The “First National Bank” name on the side of theihgildas added to the photograph at a later date as agouch
59 JournaSpringfield, Illinois, 1857 Improvements, p. 8.
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LINCOLN'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Preston Butler's Photograph of the North Side of the Public Sque Looking East: Circa 1859

“In the days immediately preceding the civil war the north sidesqtitive was the
scene of perhaps more diversified business interestmyhahthe other blocks
with which the square is bounded. With but few exceptions theusidireys were

all three story brick structures, and there were no vaoamd. roThe business
represented included dry goods, groceries, shoes, clothing jedwiaye hstoves,
tinware and one saloon. Near the center of the blocklseadoeated the

Merchants and Farmers’ Bafik.”

The Reed and Donner Emigrant Party

“A party was organized in the vicinity of Springfield, Sangamaoty, Ill., and
started from that city, April 14, 1846, for California le@dacific coast. It has
always been spoken of by the people of Sangamon cdbetyReed and Donner
emigrant party.” They were not lured there on accogotdyffor it had not then
been discovered. When they left Springfield the company edirttiey-four
persons 82

A notice of their departure was printed inShagamo Jour8ptingfield, lllinois,
on April 23, 1846, under the headline “Ho! For Oregon and California

“The company which left here last week for California ezdbt&cmen, 8 women
and 16 children. They had nine wagons. They were in gidsdasp we trust
they will safely reach their anticipated home.”

60 QOriginal photograph by Preston Butler, Springfield, llliHaix.
61 [llinois State RegiSianingfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917.
62 Early Settlers of Sangamon CountyphinGisrroll Power, Springfield, llind8v6, pp. 601-609.
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LINCOLN'S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Photograph of the West End of the North Side of the Public Sqe: Circa Winter 1858

“This wonderful sight, of covered wagons on the square, remadhat
the captains of the ill-fated Donner Party, brothemrg8eand Jacob Donner
and James Reed, and their families, were all from Springfieldineheédla
their ill-fated journey from there in May of 1846. Somewherenédethat
the point of the departure was the public square, since the mitersoutf
were there®*

“One of the most tragic stories of the American fromtaes that of the Donner
party, a group of immigrants to California led by brothersg&emd Jacob
Donner and James Reed and their families, all of Springfieldh{®aGganty],
lllinois. The party, numbering some 87 people, left Sprimyféiy 1846, headed
for the fertile farmlands of central California. Thagyengood progress all the way
to Fort Bridger, in ...southwestern Wyoming. There, ofogte party turned
north to use the well-known Oregon Trail to head further Westd, the Donners,
and a number of others chose, against the advice of local guisies shortcut
to California that had been recommended to them by an hieregjiade....
Encountering rough terrain ..., they fell behind schedule aatraygred by snow
in the Sierras in the winter of 1846-47. They set up cawipbis now Donner
Lake, on the California-Nevada border, and there theyventeéerrible suffering.
Three rescue parties were organized by James Reedhe tByetthe rescue
parties arrived, the immigrants had been decimated byostawmdticold. Many
had resorted to cannibalism to survive. More thanhkaffarty eventually died,
including both Donner brothers and their families and abtiost the single
men.’ss

63 Lincoln Presidential Library
64 William Howarth, correspondence of September 19, 2004.
65 “Donner party,” Encyclopaedia Britannica Online.
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Photograph of the Eagle Block or Carpenter’s Building
at the Northwest Corner of Sixth and Washington Streets Ciré870'

“A brick block on corner of Washington and Sixth streets eamottth side of the
square; size 37 feet on Washington, and 88 feet on Setttbstter known as the
Eagle block, named from the profusion of bronzed eagles wbichttae two
fronts, and give it quite an American appearance. The onaianfiWashington
street is divided into two store rooms; the front shugtersn the improved plan
of sliding; the first story in front is of iron; the windaws and sills are of iron;
roof of tin; the second floor is designed for offices; the thieddoblic hall. It is a
fine, substantial building, an ornament to our city, and aterkedih owner and
builder. Owned by William Carpenter... Cost $15000.”

Colonel Elmer Ellsworth Trains Springfield Grays

“In the upper story of the Carpenter building was lodagedarmory of the
“Springfield Grays,” the crack military company that was drill€dlbgel Elmer]
El[l]sworth and others. 8¢

“The military spirit was abroad in those days, and althougatitire had not yet
been plunged into war, a number of young men of the @¢ibrdenized what was
known as the “Springfield Grays” and were receiving military tiostraic the
hands of competent drill masters on the top floor of the Cergrnlding. Many
who were members of this organization afterward achievedamothe field of
battle, during the four years beginning with April, 861."

Colonel Ellsworth traveled with President-elect Abraham Linddlastuington, D.
C. and was killed in Virginia in 1861, the first officer casualty of the Civil Wa

66 Lincoln Presidential Library.

67 JournaBpringfield, lllinois, 1857 Improvements, p. 8.

68 Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfieldslllino
69 |llinois State RegiSgningfield, lllinois, June 13, 1917
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The Funeral

May 3-4, 1865

Photograph of the lllinois State House Draped in Mournig May 3-4, 1865

From May 3 to 4", 1865, Abraham Lincoln’s body lay in state in the lllinois State House.

“For ten days a large number of men and women worked aigitsind day in
decorating the State House. The whole building was draped nmghouarthe
exterior...The ladies of Springfield bore their full share in tliesRigiabors.
...About fifteen hundred yards of black and white goods were udbd in
decorations, exclusive of the catafalue.”

“At ...the State House—sometimes as many as a hundred amdefiftgnd
women—some volunteers, others paid professionals—were workiagsame
time, swarming all over the big stone Capitol. This buildingenthsobbing heart
of Springfield and Lincoln had known it since the first great Wbgledlow

limestone were dragged from the quarry seven miles out of toxgintdidilding
in 1837. ...The City Council had met on April nineteenth ...to vosdidbation

of twenty thousand dollars...to be spent on the funeral in Spririgfield.”

70 Abraham Lincoln His Life, Public Services, DeatRaret & @attelpghn Carroll Power, H. W. Rokker, Publisher, Chicago
and Springfield, lllinois, 1869, p. 207. (Hereinafter “Power.”)

71 Twenty DayBorothy Meserve Kunhardt and Philip B. Kunhardt, Jr., Gasils, Secaucus, New Jersey, 1977, p. 253.
(Hereinafter referred to as “Twenty Days.”)
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LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: THE PUBLIC SQUARE (1823-1865)

Photograph of the lllinois State House Draped in MournindMay 3-4, 1865

“There was enough black to sheathe the entire copper difraeStdte House but
the columns below were twisted spirally with both white akdclatt the white
more prominent. The same thing was true of the fisstdong the cornices of the
building—an impression of white was given although black rosedtesinverous.
There were black curtains at the windows with white stefaitiag from the
center top. From the window sills hung square black pieteth edged in white
which gave balance to the curtains above them. The geshtdiumns were
decorated with ropes of evergreen, cut in Michigan and broubbtCapitol by
hay wagon7?

“E. B. Hawley & Company on the south side of the Public Smldtte State of
lllinois $221.30 worth of mourning goods to drape the State Hbuse.”

72 The Lincoln Funeral: A Pictorial, Réeorlbraham Lincoln Quarterly, March, 1941, The AbrahaoinLigsociation,
Springfield, lllinois, insert of photographs after page(Rié2einafter “The Lincoln Funeral.”)

73 Twenty Days 254.

74 |llinois’ Fifth Capitol: The House That Lincoln Buils@shd &€8e Rebuilt (1837-K6%)erine Wilson Temple and Wayne C.
Temple, Phillips Brothers Printers, Springfield, 1llinoi8, p9898.
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Photograph of the North Side of the Public Square
Showing the Arch Constructed for the Funeral and MourneMWaiting to Enter

the North Door of the State House May 3-4, 1865

“The first place any visitor to Springfield on that Wednesddpy
third went was straight to the State House for the vielvamg. before
the imposing procession arrived from the station, intélmina
motionless lines had stretched away form the nortiigate.”

75 The Lincoln Funeral
76 Twenty Days 256.
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Photograph of Mourners Waiting in Line to Enter
the North Door of State House, May 3-4, 1865

“From the time the coffin was opened, at ten o’clockh@mmirning of May
third, there was no cessation of visitors. All thrthehtill hours of the night,
no human voices were heard except in subdued tones; but therarappof

busy feet, as men and women filed through the State, Hpusee flight of
stairs, through the hall, and down another stairway, testdiddve and
veneration for Abraham Lincoln in the hearts of his old friemds
neighbors’s

77 The Lincoln Funeral
78 Powep. 207.

2¢
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Photograph of the South Side of the State House
with Mourners Leaving After Viewing Lincoln’s Body May 3-4, 186’

“Now passed those who had known him long. They wereffthet seventy-
five thousand who passed. They were awed, subdued, shakesirange.
They came from Salem, Petersburg, Clary’s Grove, Alaslgs@m, Mattoon,
the old Eighth Circuit towns and villages. There were ftiemteom he had
won or lost, lawyers who had tried cases with him and,aggiigisbors who
had seen him milk a cow and curry his horse, friends dinedra his stories
around a hot stove and listened to his surmises on potiticsligion. “We,”
wrote Bill Herndon, “who had known the illustrious dead in other atays
before the nation lay its claim upon him, moved sadly througtoked for
the last time on the silent, upturned face of our departed! frie

“All day long and through the night the unbroken line moved, the toam
having its farewel?

79 The Lincoln Funeral
80 Abraham Lincoln, The War,Xé&zltsne 4, Carl Sandburg, Harcourt, Brace & Company, Newl Y89k p. 413. (Hereinafter
referred to as “War Years.”)
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Photograph of the East Side of the Public Square
Showing the Bunting-Draped Columns of the Sangamon County Gd House May 3-4, 1865

“To the right of the imposing Sangamon County Courthouseca@n’s bank,
the Marine Fire and Insurance Company, and the sliadyuiifling just to its
right is Lincoln’s drugstore—Dillefs”

81 Twenty Days 280.
82 Twenty Days 280.
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Photograph Looking East Along Washington Street
Adjacent to the North Side of the State House Grounds M&¢4, 1865

“The coffin was closed at ten o’clock on the morningayf 4th and
while it was being conveyed to the hearse the choir salg Blgyn
Children of the HeavenRgKing

“The procession...received the corpse at the northofjdte State
House square, and moved east on Washington street to Egghth...”

“...and twenty-one guns were fired. Now the soldiers drawn up
Washington Street began to move forward with Major Génsegih
Hooker at their head, and the final funeral procession begamits
march, the drumbeats as insistent and maddening &8 ever.”

83 AboveThe Lincoln Funei¢low: Unidentified Springfield, lllinois newspapeirdip
84 Powep. 210.

85 Powep. 214.

86 Twenty Daysp. 277-278.
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Photograph of the State House Draped in Mourning May 3-48&5
From the Corner of Sixth and Washington Streets Lookirgouthwes?

“With General Hooker at its head, the long processiordstawtards
Oak Ridgesgs

“And the night came with great quiet.
And there was rest.
The prairie years, the war years, were @ver.”

If you are a resident of Springfield or work here or you auwgist br student visiting
here, stop for a moment in the Public Square. No other placericai® so closely connected
to Abraham Lincoln and the American Experience. Stop foongemh and allow your
imagination and spirit to experience this place.

87The Lincoln Funeral
88 Here | Have Liy@d292.
89 War Yeasp. 413.
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