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| sometimes wonder at the swiftness with which timespa. It seems but a little while since | left home,
yet a full year will soon have circled away—leaving otilg memory of the past, its varied scenes and
strange events. Many who started in this pilgrimagegbld have sickened and died; others who have
reached this country will return poorer than they caamel some will go back to those they love blest
with fortune. But these last will be few in numberdaheir story will be as sunny spots on the dark
canvass that will picture forth this epoch in the higtfrour nation.

B. R. Biddle

During the last week, | have thought much of SprindfieAs “Distance lends enchantment to the view,”
so absence brings to mind, more vividly, the endeatsof home. Few men would wander from family
and friends, if they did but take a philosophic vieiwhings. The partner in our joys and sorrows, the
children of our love—the affection of the one, the irenmee of the others, would keep us all at home, if
we would but take things as they are and accommandatelves to the circumstances of our condition.
But, as the world is, there is a necessity for gold. r8lage a thousand and one ways in which money
may be used, and society compels us all to have ity Many have sacrificed every ennobling quality
upon the altar of Mammon. There are many men, esdtlplains, who have adopted a coarseness of
manners and language, and who violate the common s@stef life with an impunity that would
indicate their birth and education to have been in s fegored land than the United States. The gold
obtained is but a small portion of the history of suclesmedition. There is much to be learned of the
manner in which the characters of some men are digeelby peculiar circumstances, and all may learn
lessons of wisdom by the study of themselves.

B. R. Biddle
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California Dreamin’

California was the hip place for young people to gather aratrdie the 1960s. In 196
The Mamas & The Papas phalifornia Dreamin’to words and music. But they were latecon
to the call of the California sirens.

In the 1840s and 1850s, a humber of young men of Lincoln’s Spiihgfere lured by
wanderlust, greed, and gold to leave home for a wild ride sitihhesprairies and mountains to |
California Pacific Coast. They were part of a wave ofedicans drawn West by the sa
California dreams that lured thousands there in the days dfbirated 60s. They were
California Dreamin’.

The stories of their dreams of a new life in the Vestones that have received little nc
yet collectively they are the story of a unique Amariexperience that thousands sharei
fulfilling America’s Manifest Destiny. They have been msleadowed by the bigger stories of w
known and studied historical figures.

These dreamers caught my eyes many times over theofeasgarching in the Springfie
JournalandRegistemewspapers of that period. | would see articles anddetteyut Springfielc
overland expeditions to California and Oregon sent backaoSpringfield newspapers a
published. | began to collect these articles and lettersvancamazed at what the total collect
revealed.

| discovered that a number of Springfield’'s California@ners had played major roles
the early history of California and Oregon. WilliamTodd, Mary Lincoln’s nephew, design

the California Bear Flag, which is still California’s tetdlag. The first Governor of the Californ
Bear Republic was William Ide, who was also a Springfietovea Stephen T. Logan’s son, Dav
became one of Oregon’s outstanding lawyers, served in theTEEtrial legislature and we
Mayor of Portland from 1864 to 1868. Dr. Anson G. Henry left Sfigftyfor Oregon in 1852
and was later appointed by President Lincoln as surveyor géoeetiaé \Washington Territory.

The subject of this book, Benjamin Robert Biddle, madigmificant impact on the We
Coast after leaving his Springfield home in 1849. Benjamin R&iddle, known as “B. R.”, wa
born into an aristocratic Virginia family in 1808. Histat inherited a substantial estate
plantations but by his bad management he lost them all. 1h82@s, B. R.’s family moved {
Tennessee to begin a new life. Economics failure thede ihaecessary for B. R. to be the fi
member of his upper class family to become a tradesmarentéeed into an apprenticeship
become a tailor. While traveling between his Tennessee laod the apprenticeship in Kentuc
he met, courted and later married Maria Evans. Mariatinadaughter of a Tennessee innkes
on the road through the Cumberland Gap.

In 1830, B. R.’'s parents moved to Sangamon County, lllinois, agakingeto escap
financial troubles and to find a new life elsewhere. B.fdRowed them to lllinois after h
completed his apprenticeship. In Springfield, he openeda &tibp where he made a suit
young Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln was opening an office in town aami o cash to pay. B. |
extended him credit.

The Biddles were Lincoln neighbors for about seven yearsvanseparate location
In1834, B. R. purchased a small house on Fourth Street. FB48td 1844, Abraham and Ma
Lincoln rented the house next door. They were neighbors here for osar.a y
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B. R. purchased a lot and built a house on Seventh Street and mexedith his family
sometime in 1844. This was the same year Abraham baughuse at Eighth and Jackson, a bl
from B. R. and Maria. They were neighbors here for aboutesixsy Maria had known Mary Tot
slightly before she came to Springfield.

Esther Moreland Leithold wrote a history of B. R. and Marid their family based upc
her memories of stories and information shared with hereloygrandparents. That part of 1
memories describing the conduct of Mary Lincoln while livimg Fourth Street is unique a
discrete. It is the only known description of the relatigmsind Mary’s conduct for this tinr
period and as such is important.

B. R. was successful as a tailor and real estate mvés was active in community affail
He served as trustee of the Springfield City School, a medaiflibe temperance movement an
member and officer of the Mechanic’s Union. He was aneaatiember of the Whig Party.

News of the discovery of gold in California reached Springfieléarly 1849, and th
dreams of California prompted a number of Springfield megot@/est. On Tuesday, March 2
1849, B. R. and about 40 men left Springfield and travelledanito California, not to dig fc
gold, but to sell supplies to the gold miners. Maria and theidrerilwere left at home.

During the journey to the West, B. R. kept a daily jourthalt was later edited ar
published by Springfield newspapers. It is one of the bestds®f an overland journey to tl
West. B. R. was observant and described the landscapeafidifauna, and interesting encoun
along the way with Native Americans. B. R. was quitedirand wrote in a simple declarat
style that is engaging. His story described the journey exmed by thousands of oth
Americans. Much of his journal is included in this book.

Upon reaching California, the B. R. and his partners opetradiag post in the hills we:
of Redding and they did reasonably well. B. R. missed higyfaout did not want to bring ther
to a mining camp. After a year, it was time for Bitdrreturn to Springfield and prepare his fan
to return with him to the West. His journey home toak tirough Oregon and he was smitter
this new land. This is where he wanted to bring his family.

Back in Springfield, the family prepared to make the mowbéd/Nest taking the Oregc
Trail. To be eligible for free land under the donation land laey had to be in Oregon and file
claim before December 1853. They arrived in Benton Conrtygon by October 1852, in tin
to do so.

B. R. staked out a donation land claim on upper Oak Creehwest of Corvallis. He
prepared a small log cabin farm home for his wife Mariatheit five children. Their last chilc
Alice Eudorah, was born at the Oak Creek claim in 1854.

B. R. soon found the Oak Creek cabin inadequate and isolateatder to be closer 1
schools for the children and to his growing business in Casyalii moved into Corvallis whe
he opened a drug store. He bought four lots and built a tioatsstill stands at 406 N.W. Six
St. The house was described by one writer as “one of theghos of the pretty little town.”

B. R. was a major player in the development and improvement of Gervdk served a
Mayor of the town and was one of the founders and trustees valitoiCollege, later Orego
State University. He was a trustee and Secretary ofdaheallis Library Association. He investe
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in many public works, including a company created to buidaa from Corvallis to the sea a
Yaquina Bay.

Prospects seemed good for the Biddles until tragedy strucklynl&&8. Their two olde
sons, Henry and B. R. Jr., were in their early 20s and haxedpa freight line from Portland
Corvallis. In January 1858, they became drenched in a storceaigtit pneumonia. Henry di
a few months later. Shocked by the loss of his brother, B. Ralirned. He went to work in tt
drug store, but he too became ill and succumbed to pneumonia. Thevaniievastated by tf
loss, but persevered.

In July 1861, President Lincoln appointed B. R. Indian Agent fa@atSiReservation il
Benton, Oregon. In October 1862, he was charged and defended diangdéfeasance in office
He was found guilty and discharged from his position. Heneld to the last that he had found
tape, political jealousy and graft constantly interfering withwelfare of the Indians.

In 1870, Maria and B. R.’s daughter, Alice, became the Viahan to graduate frot
Oregon Agricultural College (later Oregon State Uniigys She married her professor, Willia
Moreland. They lived with her parents at the Sixth Stneetse in Corvallis, and then moved
Healdsburg, California. Alice’s daughter, Esther, becdntgnately acquainted with he
grandparents, and from them learned stories and informatioaréhaften lost from one generati
to the next. As stated previously, her stories about the lnsabliring the period when tl
Lincoln’s lived on Fourth Street are unique.

In June 1875, a disastrous fire in Corvallis’ businessictiglestroyed B. R.’s drug stor
This prompted Maria and B. R. to move to Healdsburgf&@ala where B. R. pursued a real esi
and insurance business. B. R. died there on September 18, 1882, at ageid@4heMéived with
her daughter Alice for 17 years until her death in September 1899.

From the family information Ester gathered, she later compitet published a writte
family history under her married name, Esther Moreland Lalthdlhe book was titleAnd This
is Our Heritagé and was privately printed in Woodland, California in 1944. ek is a colorfu
narrative based on the stories Esther grew up hearing frdR &d Maria. Esther brings the
and their world to life. Much of the material for this book cerfrem Esther’s book.

B. R.’s journal and Esther’s beautifully written remembranoake up a significant pe
of this book. They are to be given credit for preserving gtenies. Without their written recor
there would be no story to tell of the remarkable Biddhaily--a family that is the Everyman
an American family seeking a better life in the Amari¥sest.

Richard E. Hart
June 11, 2018

2 From the online copy @&nd This is Our Heritag, Ester Moreland Leithold, Woodland, Californi@44, courtesy of the Hathi Tru
Digital Library (original from University of WisconsinAccessed June 3, 2018. (Hereafter referred tAnalsThis is Our
Heritage)
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MucH OF MY CHILDHOOD was spent with my
grandparents: and the stories they told me of
their childhood, and of the customs of the
people among whom they lived, were so vivid,
they have made me feel that I too have been
privileged to live (through them) in the
America they knew so well and loved so much.

It was my desire to introduce these wonder-
ful people, and their home-land, to my de-
scendants, that prompted me to write this
true, though inadequate, story of my grand-
parents, Robert and Maria Biddle: and I
dedicate this book to my children, my grand-
children and my great-grandchildren.

ESTHER MORELAND LEITHOLD
May, 1944.

TheForewordfrom “And This Is Our Heritage.”

Introduction
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Biddle Family Tree

Robert Beedle Unknown

(__ -1681)

Robert Bittle Judith Kirby
( -1795)

Kirby Bittle Lucy Westhrook

Benjamin Bittle Mary “Poly” Capel
(1776-1848) (1782- )

Benjamin Robert Biddle 1834 Maria Eans
(1882)18 (1814-1899)

(1) James Henry was born June 22, 1837, at Tazewell €6san. He was fifteen
years old when he “crossed the plains” with his fgrmih their way to
Oregon; and took a man'’s place in the caravan. Heali€rvallis, Oregon
on June 19, 1856, just one day before his 21st biytradad shortly before he
planned to be married.

(2) Robert Evans was born December 20, 1838, ab&jeid, Illinois and died at
Corvallis, Oregon, on August 31, 1859.

(5) Ellinorah Ruth was born October 26, 1840, in Mguin County, Illinois and
died at Springfield, lllinois, November 29, 1841.

(4) Sarah Emma was born December 1, 1842, at Smidgfilinois. She was
married in September 1860, to William H. Spencer at Coryé&iisgon.
Died in 1868.

(5) Matilda (Puggie) (1846-1927) 1862 Orville Tracy Porter

(6) Edwin Weber (1849-1928)

(7) Arthur Platte (1852-1852)

(8) Alice Eudora (1854-1918) William Moreland

Benjamin’s Sisters

Mary Ann Capels Bittle 1829 William Lee Cardwell
(1812-1894) (1811-1863)

Angeline C. Biddle Hendel Atkinson
(1826-__ )

Harriet Biddle Hamilton Campbell
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The Early Years in Virginia (1617-1820)
1617

Francis Beedle and Rupart (Robert) Beedle Come to York Couw, Virginia

B. R. Biddle's ancestor came to York County, Virginia, from the Virglarids in 1617.
His name was Rupart (or Robert) Beedle and he came with a brothmisBaedle.

1720

Birth of Robert Bittle
(1720-1795)

The genealogy of the family for the years from 1617 to 1720 is not died720, Rober
Bittle was born to John and Elizabeth Bittle.

1744

Robert Bittle Marries Judith Kirby

About 1744, Robert Bittle, the son of John and Elizabeth Bittlesi@daludith Kirby.

County of Southampton Created From Isle of Wight County

In 1749, the County of Southampton was created from a pé&e Gdunty of Isle of Wight
Thereafter, the Bittle properties were described as logatouthampton County, a county loca
on the southern border of the Commonwealth of Virginia. North Car@ito the south.

Southampton
Virginia County, Virginia
1830

Doyhing
Lo

aaw:n\wm_;f Y ) - :

S i e — ey A i & Y

1895 Southampton County United States 1829
Virginia and North Carolina Counties

Birth of Kirby Bittle
(Circa 1752-circa 1809)

Kirby Bittle was born about 1752, the son of Robert and Judith Kiitle B

8 Henry S. Tanner, United States of America (Phifside, 1829), in David Rumsey Historical Map Collecti
1
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1775

Marriage of Kirby Bittle and Lucy Westbrook

On November 6, 1775, Kirby Bittle, the son of Robert and Jufiithy Bittle,
married Lucy Westbrook (1754-1816), daughter of Henry Westbrook.

1776

Birth of Benjamin Bittle
(1776-1848)

On July 10, 1776, Benjamin Bittle was born in Southampton Countgin¥rthe son o
Kirby and Lucy Westbrook Bittle.

1795

Death of Robert Bittle
(1720-1795)

Robert Bittle, the husband of Judith Kirby, died and hiswas probated on February 1
1795. His son, Kirby Bittle, was mentioned in his will.

1797

Kirby Bittle Makes Gift to Son Benjamin

On July 10, 1797, Benjamin Bittle turned 21. His fatidoy Bittle gave him a plantatior
three slaves and two horses, four beds, other furniture, ateethitead of cattle.

1799

Marriage of Benjamin Bittle and Mary Ann “Polly” Capell

In February 1799, Benjamin Bittle married Mary Ann (calledypd&apell(1782-??)the
daughter of Sterling Capell. Polly’s father gave them lamdl €laves. They lived on “Thre
Creeks” in St. Luke’s Parish, Southampton County, Virginia. They wereatieats of the subje:
of this book, Benjamin Robert Biddle. (Most often called “B.)R.”

Both Benjamin and Polly were descended from some of the vesstléimd most aristocrat
families of Colonial Virginia where their ancestorsiiaved for six generations and where tf
were related to most of the prominent families of two counties.

Benjamin was brought up to be a gentleman who knew of nogakwty to make a living
Polly had been an only daughter in a large family of boys antddwxd humored and spoiled.
had always had several personal servants, or slaves, agduwe had been gratified as long
her father had lived. They were delightful people, butheeiof them knew anything abo
managing a plantation. After their marriage, they iooied to entertain as their parents had d
Their expenses always exceeded their income.
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1808

Birth of Benjamin Robert “B. R.” Biddle
(1808-1882)

Benjamin Robert Biddle wasorn on July 2, 1808, in Southampton County, Virgfrtia
Benjamin, age 32, and Mary Ann “Polly” Capell Biddle, age 26le was known as B. F
throughout his life.

1812

Birth of Mary Ann Caples Biddle
(1812-1894)

Mary Ann Caples Biddle wasorn on December 1, 1812, in Southampton Cot
Virginia, to Benjamin and Mary Ann “Polly” Capell Biddlé&she married William Lee Cardwe
on December 25, 1829, in Tennessee. She died at Portland, Ored@#¥%.in 1

1813
Move to Central Virginia: Benjamin Bittle Buys Land
In about 1813, Benjamin and Polly decided to move to centrginé. Benjamin sold hi
property in Southampton County, Virginia. Polly rented her larmh&of her brothers. In Janue
1813, Benjamin Biddle bought land on Rough Creek, near RustBargpbell County, Virginiz
and they lived there several years.
Benjamin soon had financial troubles that again promptedh@anotove. They had bet

raised to think that ladies and gentlemen had to live uprtain standards, and they could ne
maintain those standards on the income from their properties-s-farpiantations.

1814

Birth of Maria Evans
(1814 - 1899)

On November 29, 1814, Maria Evans was born in Claiborne Countyortheas
Tennessee. Her parents, Elijah and Ruth (Holt) Evameed an inn on the south bank of
Clinch River on the route from North Carolina to Kentucky, thiea Cumberland Gap.She was
educated at home and at the Knoxville Female Academy. H#&8a would marry B. R. Biddle

1815

Benjamin Biddle Advertises For “Genteel” Boarders

In July 1815, Benjamin “Bittle” advertised for 6 or 8 “genteehitnlzrs” to board with th:
family by the month or year. He was living in Lynchburg, Virginia.

4 This was the place in 1831 of the Nat Turner Rigivel
5 And This Is Our Heritage. 12
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1820

Tectte..F <o «St”e— Viginia>

In 1820, Benjamin and Mary “Polly” Ann Capell Biddle wereiig in Amherst County
Virginia.
1820-1826

Benjamin and Polly Biddle Face Economic Squeeze
Move From Amherst County, Virginia to Grainger County, Tennessee

Benjamin and Polly Capell Biddle lost their propertyAimherst County, Virginia an
moved west to Grainger County, Tennessee sometime betw2@rat@ 1826. At this time tf
older boys were reaching manhdod.

Polly had a most buoyant nature, and insisted on heweéngthing she thought she needed;
for she always considered their poverty an accideoh wlould be overcome when
Benjamin made a fortune and established an estdtes fiamily.

“You know my father Benjamin Biddle, was born a tieman, in southeastern Virginia,
and was never taught anything about earning a lividgs people had always had large
plantations and plenty of slaves to work them: butahd was beginning to wear out; and,
with each generation, the plantations were divided intaller farms. The younger sons
no longer inherited enough to make a living, and theyewquite helpless. If they had
learned some trade they could have earned an hoviast I/

5 And This Is Our Heritageap. 26-27, 32, and 41. http://ancestryisland.blogspm/2016/05/monday-is-for-mothers-maria-eva
1814.html
7 And This Is Our Heritagep. 33-34.
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The Tennessee Years (1820-1830)
1820-1826

Benjamin and Polly Biddle and Family Move From
Amherst County, Virginia to Grainger County, Tennessee

Sometime between 1820 and 1826, Benjamin and Polly Biddlehairdfamily moved
from Amherst County, Virginia to Grainger County, Tennessee.

They lacked the solid financial security of the bestilias of that section. Benjamin w
seldom there, as his business took him away from home ofutle time. But when he was
home he was the best looking and best-dressed man in the neighborhood.

Polly was always richly dressed in black silk, except in titesammer months, when s
wore white linen instead. She was the proverbial peregtin appearance, and was admired
waited on by every member of her family. The manners®fithole family were very elegai
and they had a certain polish that was unusual among the pétméefrontie® Polly held hersel
aloof from most of the other women at quilting bees, and oti@alsaffairs of the community
which added to the unpopularity of the family.

The “Bittle” Name Changes

When Benjamin and Polly Biddle first came to Tennesse#, hene had been spell
Bittle. In Tennessee they met members of the “PhiladeRikidie” family, who convinced ther
that they all were descended from the same Englishyfaamitl that the proper spelling of the na
was B1 D DL E. Sothe Tennessee branch of the Bittle family chahgegpelling of their nam
to Biddle. People wondered what shady past had induced them to cheingeaine.

 KENTUGKY
B i S
oy a5BE |
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1831 Map of Kentucky and Tennessee

8 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 27-28.
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Maria Evans First Meets B. R. Biddle

Maria Evans was a young girl visiting her relativesGrainger County, Tennessee wt
she first met B. R. Biddle, her future husband. B. R. was divewears older than Maria.

1826

Birth of Angeline C. Biddle
(1826— Jennessee

Angeline C.Biddle wasborn in 1826 in Grainger County, Tennessee, to Benjamir
Mary “Polly” Ann Capell Biddle.
1828

B. R. Biddle Apprentices With Middlesboro, Kentucky Tailor

B. R.s parents came from a privileged background and werg wcultured anc
sophisticated, but they made little money for themselvesth&gime B. R. and his brothers ca
of age, the family couldn’t afford the expense of a pradess education. Benjamin determin
thatthe boys had to be apprenticed to some craftdmbérarn a tradand prepare them to make
a living. As far as they knew, no one, on either sidetbkir family, had ever been a tradesmar
It was not easy for them to deliberately place their boys on Bwer social level than their
relatives in Virginia, who might be ashamed of them when theseturned to their old home10

B. R. Biddle apprenticed with a tailor (name unknown) in Mtdbbro (now

Middlesborough, Bell County, Kentucky) near the Cumberlaad.®. R.’s brother John (calle
Jack) was apprenticed to a blacksmith. They learned lgiackl by the time their apprenticesh
were over, they had become real craftsmen in the trades theldsahc

My brother and | decided that every man should havweade so that he could be
independent and useful. Our ancestors prided thieesen being ladies and gentlemen:
and, as | was born into that kind of a family—wittfi it ideals and traditions—I think that
| too am a gentleman as long as | am worthy of thisdper If | maintain certain social
standards, am truthful and honest, am kind and derzte of others, and keep my own self
respect, | shall consider myself a gentleman no matgarkind of menial work | may have
to do to earn a living.

No man can be degraded by doing any honest work stignthat | am more of a gentleman
than many of the rich farmers whose clothes | maWaria told him that, in her estimation,

no one could be finer than he, and then he went ¢elltber more of his plans, and he said:
“I have thought it all over, and am afraid that outriethlife could not be happy if we lived
here among all of your relatives, who are so opposed &s your husbarid.

B. R. Biddle Visits Maria Evans While Traveling
After B. R. apprenticed himself, he traveled betweerapgenticeship in Middlesbor

Kentucky and his parents’ home in Grainger County, Tenne3s$eeroute he took passed throt
Tazewell, Claiborne County, Tennessee, where he would stay iantloperated by Maria Evar

10 And This Is Our Heritageop. 29-30.
11 And This Is Our Heritagep. 30.And This Is Our Heritagepp. 29-
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father, Elijah. Here he visited and renewed his frieipdand formed an attachment with his fut
wife, Maria Evang?

Description of Biddle Family

They [Biddles] were all taller than the Evans family, &hile their eyes were blue, their
eyebrows, eyelashes and hair were almost black;mddelthem seem very unusual to the
people of that community. They were unusual toothiey were a strangely gifted family.
They read more than the average family of Eastamnéisee, and could recite verse after
verse of their favorite poems. Polly Biddle was a rgthed looking woman who sang and
played the zither. She also liked to play games witthidren. The children too could
play the zither or guitar (the only musical instrusnétrety had), and sing the popular songs
of the day, as well as the old songs their parentie&addd when they were young in
Virginia. The girls also made beautiful colored embrgidnd hooked rugs from patterns
they drew themselves.

B. R. Biddle was tall and slender, with blue eyes and dark bihawrthat waved back frot
his forehead. He would have been exceptionally good looking ifidse had been different, t
his nose, which was unusually long and narrow, with a dedidetp on the bridge, spoiled t
symmetry of his otherwise handsome face. Ordinarilyh sucose would have been consider¢
calamity; but to the family of B. R. Biddle, it was ¢db be an inheritance from a long line
distinguished ancestors; and was a mark of aristocratic distinauch to be desired.

Maria could not see anything desirable about such a nasehamwas sure that B. R. wol
have changed it if he could have done so. However he wasediffrom the other men she kne
and she liked him so much, she soon thought that nothing, not elifarant nose, could hay
added to his aristocratic appearance.

One day, when he was there for a few hours, he and Mdkadwdown to the town sprin
together. As they sat on the log beside the springpide“Maria you are the prettiest and swee
girl I have ever known, and when | get a tailor shop of mg,dwvant to marry you, if you coul
love me a little and wait for me. | don't want to nyauntil | can support a wife as well as t
father does, but | will always be good to you if you will only tWar me.”

Maria told him that she liked him better than any one elsé&rsénw, but she warned hi
not to say anything to her father, for she knew that he would not approve.

One of Aunt Mary’s objections to B. R. was that @ngly had changed its name which
might indicate that there was something unsavory lirp&sti

I (B. R. Biddle) persuaded father to change ihat time; and since then we have been
known by the name of Biddle. Do you think we did lsingtwrong?” Maria assured him
that she thought they had done perfectly righttleatdt was a matter of small importance
anyway. Then he went on to tell her about learniraga.

Polly Biddle had never sold the old Capell home, whiethsk inherited from her father.
She always planned to return there after they hde their fortune and were once more
able to live as they had in the old days. The hoysgver, had grown up in the west and
cared more about making a comfortable living thanditeghbout the social customs and
ideas of people, in Virginia, whom they did not everengiper.

2. And This Is Our Heritagep. 27.
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Maria Evans’s Parents Oppose Marriage to B. R. Biddle

B. R. continued to court Maria despite opposition to an gggeant from Maria’s family
They considered B. R. an undesirable mate because hetraa®sman with “parents who wot
always be a financial burden to hifi."The Evans’s and their friends considered tradespeoj
inferior to them that they had never met them on terms@élsequality. To accept one into t
family seemed impossible. Everything was done to discouhagiendship between Maria a
B. R. Biddle!*
Maria Evans Makes Her Debut

In September of 1828, Maria Evans was almost fifteen yeduesnol B. R. was 20. Maria
Aunt Mary Conway decided that it was time that Maria lrea young lady. She took her
Knoxville and bought her a new corset and beautiful mateddie made into dresses of the la
fashion by her own dressmaker.

When the dresses were finished, Aunt Mary gave yagadtpresented Maria to the guests
who had come to visit them from the city. Everythingyerggay at the Conway home for
the next few weeks. There were fox hunts and otheeameuss, during the day, and games
and dancing in the evening—where Maria and Auntvigizaalways in the midst of the

gayest and happiest groups. Old Mammy Jane didssiacs hair, and laced her corset so
tight she could scarcely breathe—so that her figureoenfddn to the latest style. She was
happy in the knowledge that she was always the fotbkeparty>

1829
B. R. Biddle Completes Apprenticeship and Opens Tailor Shop in Tazewgllennessee

After finishing his apprenticeship and saving some money, B. &apa tailor shop i
Tazewell, the county seat of Claiborne County, Tenne&see.

Marriage of Mary Ann Biddle and William Lee Cardwell
and Move to Macoupin County, Illinois

In 1829, B. R. Biddle’s sister, Mary Ann, married Williarae
Cardwell (a cousin of Robert Lee of Virginia) in Tenness®élliam
was the son of Rev. Perrin Cardwell and Elizabeth Washidenwas
born in Virginia on December 8, 1811, and died at Portland,dDrem
October 9, 1863. He was a cousin of Robert E. Lee. They lat
Jacksonville, lllinois until 1852, when they went to Oregon.

Mary Ann Capel Biddle Cardwe

13 Lynchburg Press \QFKEXUJ $PKHUVW &RXQWO\ 9LUJLG@ELD FRRPRUVIWRP *XQHDOR.
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1830

Benjamin and Polly Biddle and Family Move to
Sangamon County, lllinois From Grainger County, Tennessee

In early 1830, Polly and Benjamin Biddle, together withrtlsen Jack, their daughte
Harriett and three year old Angeline, moved from Graingeunty, Tennessee to Sangan
County, lllinois. B. R. Biddle remained a tailor in Tazew&énnessee.

The Biddle family was typical of Southern Americans on tbatfer moving several time
during their lifetimes. Generally, they were seeking téebédife in each instance but not alwe
for the same specific reason. Most sought better laral cdteap price and purchased on
installment payment plan.

They were also somewhat typical of the pioneers who fittied in Sangamon Count
lllinois, although they seem to have been from a more middipmer middle class group than w
true of most early Sangamon county settlers. SangamonyJuashbeen surveyed by the Fede
Government and placed on the market in 18 . So it was shortlyhaftéhat the Biddles move
north into Central Illinois, Sangamon County and the prairie.
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The lllinois Years (1830-1849)

Benjamin and Polly Biddle and Family
Move From Tazewell, Tennessee to Springfield, lllinois

In early 1830, Polly and Benjamin Biddle, together with their dack, their daughter
Harriett and three year old Angeline, moved from Grainger G@oiliennessee to Sangamon Coul
lllinois. Polly was sure that lllinois land would produce theird-looked-for fortune.

Benjamin Biddle had never been a true pioneer. He had nexeitloe kind of man wh
settled on Government land, built a primitive home for duisify, and cleared his land for cultivati
while he earned his living from fishing, hunting, trapping and migdintil crops could be raised

He was more of a speculator, who went into a new country atdirshpioneers had dor
the development work, become discouraged, and moved on to aedvbetter places further we
He watched the delinquent tax lists carefully; and wesnadible to buy fine, improved property
a sheriff's sale for the amount of the unpaid taxes. HePaiig both had the gift of homemakin
After living in a place for a short time, they were usually abledll at a good profit.

In Eastern Tennessee the amount of good “bottom land” wgdingted, but in lllinois
there were thousands of acres of rich, level, prairie fanéarming. There, for the first time, t
was able to buy a large acreage of fine agricultarad,| which he divided into small farms and s
to newcomers who were trying to farm without sla¥es.

Mary Ann Biddle Cardwell and William Lee Cardwell
Move to Macoupin County, Illinois

Shortly after Benjamin and Poll's move to lllinois, Mary afdliam Cardwell also move
to lllinois, in this case Macoupin County. Mary wrote glowing accoahtee new country.
1831-1832

Maria Evans’ Education: Knoxville Female Academy

Maria Evans was sent to Knoxville Female Academy in 1832-1i83an effort to distrac
her from her attraction to B. R. The school year was dividedwd sessions. The winter sess
of five months began on November first and continued until M&dst; and the summer sess
started on the first of May and continued until Septemb#r. 30 Maria had vacation during t
months of April and October, when she could visit her family and Mary Conway.

Her father [Elijah Evans] thought that the expersa®o great for such an unnecessary thing
as an advanced education for a girl; but Aunt MarywW@yginwas determined that Maria
should go, and insisted on paying all of the expenselfaavhich was considered a large
amount at that time. The tuition, alone, was ten dditmreach session. There was no charge
for room rent, but the price of board, firewood, aaddles amounted to one dollar and a
half each week. Maria also took ornamental needleworiace and muslin, which was five
dollars extra each session. All students had to, recite a week, on the Sacred Scriptures;
and Maria, who always stood at the head of that lokxsame so interested in Bible-study,
she continued it through the rest of her life.

18 And This Is Our Heritagep. 33.
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The first year, at the Academy, she studied Aritieinand Geography with the drawing of
maps and “the solution of the problems of the taiedsBlobe”, Rhetoric, Astronomy, and
the History of Natural Philosophy.

The second year she had the same studies with ancadvteacher, and additional five
dollars tuition. Astronomy included “the solutiontaf problems of the Celestial Globe.”
There were also lectures on “Good Manners and PropkaBer in Polite Society.” Maria

also took a course in Fancy Weaving and Rug Making.

November 12" and 13" 1831
Falling Stars

Through the nights of November 12th and 13th, 18&Lheavens were lit up by myriads of
shooting (or falling) stars, and the people of thehSbatight that the end of the world was
at hand. Many persons at that time believed thasdbend coming of Christ and the

Judgment Day might be looked for at any time. Any uhdmstarbance was feared as the
beginning of the end. However, it was only the modtlowes and superstitious who were
greatly affected by the sight of the “falling stars’3df*48

Maria was at the Academy at Knoxville in 1831, and theestts, like most of the peog
of the South were afraid that the end of the world was nBat.their Astronomy teacher assul
them that there had been many other times, in the hisfotlye world, when people had be
frightened by falling stars; but that astronomers knewttteastars did not really fall at all. Metec
occasionally crossed the Earth’s orbit, and looked li&essas they fell and glowed in upper spe
but, for some reason, they usually exploded or disintegrated wiegnreached the Earth
atmosphere and fell in the form of meteoric dust; so that thaseprobably nothing to fear.

1832

November 12" and 13" 1832
Falling Stars

On the nights of November 12th and 13th, 1832ht@vens were lit up by almost constant
showers of “falling stars.” The people of the Southterited as they thought that the end
of time and the destruction of the world upon thérhe churches were filled with penitent
people who wept and prayed, and begged on their kihaegheir sins might be forgiven
before they, and all the world, were destroyed byghtous anger of a vengeful God.

When the stars stopped falling, the slaves, and thstems as well, believed that their prayers
had been answered, and their sins had been forgindrthose two nights of terror were
followed by days of rejoicing and thanksgiving. Thelods then held great revivals, and
although nearly every one was a member of some cthegedple flocked to the mourner’s
bench and humbled themselves and prayed for salvatidnChrist-like behavior became
more popular and universal, during the next weekédit@awed the falling of the stars, than
ever before—when a temporarily regenerated peopleotfabbw His teachings in all of the
acts of their daily lives.

When the Earth was not destroyed, in 1832, the pedpéad been so frightened, and had
vowed (if they were spared) to devote their livesviog¢he Lord, soon forgot all about their
promises and went on living exactly as they hadgoe?!

19 And This Is Our Heritageop. 37-41.
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B. R. Biddle Visits Maria in Knoxville, Tennessee

Shortly before Maria finished her last year at the ékogdB. R. went to Knoxville, where
they met and talked over their future plans. BkrRRw that he was not included in Aunt
Mary’s schemes for Maria’s future, but he was not widligive up his own dream of
happiness if Maria cared for hifh.

They walked down by the road to the town spring, wheyepretended they had to get some
drinking water. However, they did not deceive anyfmnehe family all knew that they
wanted to be alone, so that they could talk togettiheuithe reserve young people naturally
feel in the presence of others.

B. R. told Maria that he was going to take his motiebisater over to Granger County to
visit his brother Charles, and would be back foirh&yur or five days; but, he said, he was
first going to ask her father for permission to maryMaria was sure that her father would
never consent to her marriage to B. R., but B. R.determined to speak to him; for, he
said, “No gentleman would take a girl away from Hezrfa home without first trying to get
his approval.” Mrs. Evans invited Mrs. Biddle an®RBto stay longer at her home, but they
were anxious to be on their way; so they thanked MasisHor her hospitality and drove
down the road that led to Evans’ Toll Bridge and GeaiCounty.

Maria told him that Jesse Hirst was just like one obwarbrothers, and she could never
think of marrying him, even though he was really no biglation, and most of the other
men he spoke of were almost as old as he, and shie'tooarry a man as old as her father.
Even though most girls married men much older thanvieeg, she was sure she would be
happier with some one nearer her own age.

At last he said, “Well, Maria, my little one, you arg paghteen and can do as you please. |
want to see you happy, and will never give my cdosgiu to marry B. R. Biddle, for I'm
sure you'll be sorry if you do.”

For the next few days Maria worked constantly aladdyfar into the night, by candlelight,
to finish a bedspread she was weaving, and to dietemeand bedding (that she had been
making for years), packed into her chest, which, witlewdather’'s consent to her marriage,
would be her only dowry.

Near the end of her school days in Knoxville Maria prontisedarry her sweetheart and

the couple were able to carry on a clandestine pomrdence with the help of her older
married sister Matilda Evans Garfett.

Benjamin Biddle Buys 50 Acres of Public Land in Sangamon County, Ihois

On November 20, 1832, Benjamin Biddle purchased 50 acresrrofafal outside o
Springfield, lllinois. He paid $1.25 per acre.

1833
Early Spring

B. R. Biddle was an exceptionally good tailor and businessriandid well while in the
tailor business at Tazewell, Tennessee. He sent mewgeyarly to his parents in Sangam
County, lllinois. By the spring of 1833, he sold his busimedsazewell and joined his parents
lllinois.

22 And This Is Our Heritagep. 33.
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B. R. Biddle Moves to Springfield, Sangamon County, lllinois

When B. R. Biddle reached Springfield in the early spring8#3, he had enough mon
to open a tailor shofs.

His father, brother, and brother-in-law had been living nean@ield for some time befor
he went to lllinois, and they introduced him to their frieads neighbors; but his own polish
manners and pleasing personality were his greatest asgeiitding up a business among the t'
of people who were financially able to wear clothes of the lategsind best materials.

B. R. Biddle Buys 80 Acre Farm on Lick Creek, Sangamon County, llliois

B. R. Biddle bought an 80-acre farm on Lick Creek, near his fatls place, where he
expected to raise fine horses and other stock.

His business was good from the first, and it was ohbytatisne before he had to hire an
extra tailor to work for him and look after the businesen he was away, for he had bought
an eighty acre farm on Lick Creek, near his fatHexse pwhere he expected to raise fine
horses and other sto€k.

B. R. Biddle on List of Letters

In theJournal of April 1, 1833, a list of letters waiting pick up at the lggast office was
printed. It included the name of B. R. Biddfe.

November 12" 1833
Falling Stars

The Falling Stars started again on November 12, P&8Ble suddenly realized how wicked
they had been, and were more terrified than ever athdyatonsidered a new manifestation
of the anger of God. They were sure that He wshitv them no mercy this time, and yet
they had His word that He was a God of love and merayd so they continued to pray.
There were other reasons, besides that terribleagpedf the falling stars, for believing that
the end of the world was near; for many new antidaheeligious denominations had sprung
up about that time, which stressed the necessityrfeediate preparation for death.

As the time for the second coming of Christ was thdagdte at hand. The Latter-Day-
Saints, known as Mormons, preached of the fulfillmetitnef While there were practically
none of them in Tennessee, they were talked abwdittlzeir doctrines influenced the
religious thought of the times.

Maria explained, to her family what she had learneat éfadling stars” at the Academy, and
her father told them what he had read on the sublgeilso retold the stories he had heard
from travelers from many parts of the world, who hagpsd at the Inn and whiled away the
time by telling of strange things they had seereasdhin their travels. These stories were
often exaggerated, and the truth was mixed with thesstipes ideas of the times and the
imagination of the tellers; but unusual phenomena ofkies had been one of the main
subjects of conversation, throughout the South, siadeghshower of shooting stars fell in
November, two years before. The result of theseecsmtions had been to show that, no
matter how terrifying all former displays in the heavatideen, they had passed harmlessly
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away; and there was nothing to fear; for God wagnhere and all was well with those who
love Him and keep His commandments.

The night of November 12th and the day of the 138spd very much as the same days had
the year before. On the evening of the 13th thmger children were put to bed early.
William and Amanda were the only ones who could sleepy Were two and four years
old, and were too young to understand the nervogsoteand terrifying fear that was felt by
the people about them. The older children slept kittky, if at all. About ten o’clock, when
the meteors became as thick as the flakes of falbing the negroes, on the slope below the
house, began to sing and moan and pray so loudly nbuirtee babies, could even pretend
to sleep any more. The children, who had gone to bed,allewed to put on their clothes
and wraps over their nightclothes and go out on thé patic the grown up members of the
family. All were spell- bound as they watched thenapigiig sight of a hail of fire from
heaven, that seemed to fall to earth all about thedyet left them unhurt. They felt sure
that the end was not far off; for, notwithstanding theughtful preparation for the event,
and the assurance that no harm would come to thengxiberience was so terrifying their
only thought was to stay close together; so that thiel/veb be separated in death.

Maria and her Mother went into the house and broughtidffilland Amanda out in their
arms, and held them close—while they slept in blissftdnge of the tragedy of fear that
gripped millions of Americans that night. The falling staessatiexd to come from one point

in the heavens and as they came toward the Eadbplpdrescent lines seemed to follow
along their course, and appeared to spread like rilye off f great umbrella of moving stars
that covered the earth. The smaller meteors fellsiitowflakes of fire—leaving lines of light
behind them, with occasional large fire-balls (samesahs large as the moon) darting forth
and leaving luminous trails behind them that wereevisibseveral minutes afterward.

Toward morning as the little group sat close togethergatkivhispers, so as not to waken
the two sleeping children, Elijah said, “It is not likelyyahy one who has ever lived, has seen
a more terrible, grand and inspiring sight than we leavetlsis night. It looked as though
the stars all came from the center of the Universdaps from the throne of God, from
which He sends us this message of His Might and Pmgether with the proof of his
Goodness and Mercy; for while these meteors and Wdliie avere showered from the
Heavens, and could easily have destroyed all of tiptepefdhe Earth, they only surrounded
us with a beauty and majesty beyond descriptionneW&r knew before, how true were the
Psalmist’s words when he said, “The Heavens ddbkar@lory of God.” There was no
secession of the meteoric display all night, untilrtiarce of the rising sun gradually hid it
from a relieved and repentant wofld.

1834

Maria Evans and B. R. Biddle Prepare For Marriage

Maria promised to be ready when B. R. came for hérgdmtioned him not to tell anyone
of their plans. B. R. easily disposed of his busirefesebleaving Tazewell, and the family
(especially Aunt Mary) thought that their plans fori&4afuture were now safe. Ruth, who
liked B. R., was not so sure that he would give up thaf bis choice so easily, but she said
nothing, and Maria did not confide in her.

Matilda was the only one to whom she told her seaiit svas through her that Maria was
able to carry on her correspondence with her sweethdlinois. Knowing that her stay at
home would not be very long, after she returned sohool at Knoxville, Maria tried to
accomplish all that she could in the year that fallow@me thing she wanted to do was to get
better acquainted with her new sister (Hamilton’s wie)had come into the family about
the time she had gone away to school.
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Minerva: Her buoyant nature and cheerful friendliness, anly made her an ideal
companion for her husband, but she was also a gseat@bim as a hostess to the wives and
daughters of the travelers who stopped at the Maria soon grew very fond of her, and
always thought of her as though she were indeed heistem Hamilton and Minerva lived

in the old Evans’ home across the road from the Inn.

Maria also helped her mother manage the householdanedor the five younger children,
and insisted that her mother, who had been so closdipexdat home by her large family,
should go away to visit Grandmother Sarah Evanffénsde County, and Aunt Mary and
Aunt Elizabeth at Chucky, while she (Maria) managedhdbsehold and cared for the
children at home.

Before Maria returned to Tazewell, Aunt Mary calledifiterher up-stairs sitting room, and

they had a long talk together. It was a very saaty and Aunt Mary told her that she must
begin to think about getting married, for she was almosteen and would soon be

considered an old maid. It would not be long beforesister Sarah would be old enough to
be married, and it would be a great handicap to hleate an older, unmarried sister. But
Maria said that she was happy staying at home witholieer for a while, after being away
at school for such a long time. She added that,dtNibt later, she would have to marry
some one,” and that she could think about it then.

B. R. Biddle Travels to Tennessee to Marry Maria Evans

At the end of his first year in Springfield, B. R. felatthe was financially able to care 1
a wife and started making arrangements to go to Tazéwdllaria. His mother Polly had bet
homesick for some of her Tennessee friends, and was anxious to ¢mvtthGranger County t
visit her son Charles and see the grandchildren she had laftdlvehén they moved to lllinois.

B. R. bought a new spring wagon, with a covered top for the tripy ddmeied food to ee
along the way, and bedding, so that they could sleep in the wagon vwiessany.

When everything was ready, he hitched up his fineafgaorses, and with his mother and

sister Angeline (who was then seven years old)eoseti beside him, they started for
Tennessee. The roads were narrow and rough, cogdestgely of parallel ruts across the
prairie, and then, when they reached the mountaie wkre narrow and steep, so they had
to travel slowly most of the way—for B. R. alwayid@muhis horses and never tired them
more than necessaty.

After traveling for almost three weeks (except on Suritaty they, and their horses rested)
they reached Tazewell. B. R. hitched his horses teethantfront of the Evans’ stone house.
Maria saw him from one of the up-stairs windows, aicklly brushed her hair, and primped
a little, before one of the servants came to tell kehthwas there.

That night Elijah Evans asked Maria if she really ptattnmarry B. R. Biddle. When she
told him that she did, he said, “Well, Maria, | reckorRBis a likely young man, and he has
good manners; but you are a little mite of a girl, andldimever have to lift and carry, like
the Yankee women do. We've always had slaves to de hirthwork, and you've never
even had to ready up your own room, lest you feltitlikéve heard tell that the Yankee
women out there in lllinois even do their own washin’ amihftand | don't like to think of
you'r goin’ there. The Biddles are great spenaersand people like them are most always
poor. You don’t know what it’s like to be poor, and | da@int you to have to find out. |
only want you to be happy, and the Biddles aren’kindrof folks. So | calculate you’'d be
better off if you'd stay here amongst your own kin.al\tklike to see you marry Jesse Hirst.
He's a fine young man and could give you a good horaeyoer own folks, but if you won't
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have him, why can’t you take one of the other ntesiwe asked if they could court you?
They're our kind of people, and any one of them waoniidke you a good husband.”
May 1834

Marriage of Benjamin Robert “B. R.” Biddle and Maria Evans

Maria’s father did not want his daughter to marry a tradesmaiie\féather was away on
trip, Maria’s aunts arranged the marriage to B. R.

On May 13, 1834, B. R. Biddle married Maria Evans, age 19axewell, Claiborne
County, Tennessee. On that morning, B. R. came to Maria*® lamd she told him that she w
ready to meet him as she had promised. She told her mothshé¢hlagdd something to take to M
Regan, the minister’s wife, and asked her to walk oveethéh her. They stopped at Matild¢
and suggested that she walk up the hill with them too. WHeynarrived at Mr. Regan’s home,
R. was there, and they were married as they had planned. Theighachildren:

1. James Henry was born June 22, 1837, at Tazewell, Teemedsie was fifteen years old when he “crossed thag| with
his family on their way to Oregon; and took a mar&ep in the caravan. He died at Corvallis, OregonJune 19, 1856, jus
one day before his 21st birthday, and shortly beferplanned to be married.

Matilda (Puggie)
B. R. Evans was born December 20, 1838 at Sjmidglllinois and died at Corvallis, Oregon, ondust 31, 1859.
Edwin Weber

Ellinorah Ruth was born October 26, 1840, in Maxin County, lllinois and died at Springfield, hiis, November 29, 184
Arthur Platte

Sarah Emma was born December 1, 1842, at Spiuhdfiois. She was married in September 1860\itiam H. Spencer
at Corvallis, Oregon.
Alice Eudora

B. R. and Maria Evans Biddle Leave Tazewell, Tennessee for Sprindfiglllinois

Maria went home with her mother, and as she was then eetharoman, she covered f
hair with a very becoming black lace cap, in accordance withudtern of the time.

Matilda and B. R. came down to dinner and they all tried teebggay, but it was an effo
to keep up good spirits when it came time to say good-byker fading the chest and other thir
belonging to Maria into the wagon, mother Evans insisted onggthiem a feather bed and pillov
In fact she kept bringing things to them until the backhefwagon was almost filled before th
were ready to go.

Maria went back into the house to tell one of the sengmasl-bye, and while there h
mother handed her a little buckskin bag containing money, anthéolthat she must keep it foi
“nest-egg” so that she would always have something for argemsr when she really needed i

Mother Evans and Matilda both cried, for it seemed thatdWeas going away forever, b
B. R. told them that the roads were getting better all ofithe, and that she would surely be a
to come back to visit them every year.

Later that day the bride and groom set out for Springfidlidpis and their new life
together:

B. R. and Maria Biddle Arrive in Springfield, lllinois

After living all of her life in the hills, the miles andiles of level prairie land in lllinoi
seemed very monotonous to Maria. But the grass waan@lgreen and made fine feed for tt
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horses. The wild flowers were beautiful too. The whole lan@seas often colored by them, t
Maria knew that she would always miss the hills.

She was very much disappointed in Springfield. At Tazeweyl tould always go out aft
a rain without getting their feet wet or muddy, for the magde little rivulets of the wheel ruts
the streets and ran rapidly down the hill, leaving the radilyalmost dry a few minutes after t
storm was over. In Springfield, the water stood on thetstier days after each rain, and mi
them channels of mud and mire.

B. R. Biddle’s Springfield Tailoring Shop

Maria and B. R. stayed at the same boarding house wh&eHhad lived before they we
married. It was conveniently near his shop, and was saidtteeiest place of its kind in the tow
Would this have been the Globe Tavern on the north side of Abamsen Third and Four
Streets?

While they stayed there, Maria used to go to the twawk of the shop to watch B. R. and
his men at work. The most interesting thing there was, Buimself, when he cut out the
suits. First, he would stretch the cloth on the long tadbt&s and sponge it carefully so that
it would shrink. Then he would pin the paper (on wiielhad written the measurements of
the man whose suit he was to make) on the tabtielibsicloth. Next, with the aid of a tape-
measure, a three-foot rule, a piece of string, and soiteechblk, he would mark out the
pattern on the cloth, then cut with his shears thrthglines he had marked.

Maria Biddle Does the Buttonholes at Night

One day when he was cutting out a vest from a pisilk bfocade, B. R. said, “I'm afraid
well have trouble with the buttonholes on this f@sthe silk is going to ravel and will be
hard to work with. The buttons and buttonholes vélltlie making of the vest, if the
buttonholes are perfect, but if they are not thewidse ruined.”

Maria said, “Give me a piece of the silk and letryn®tmake a buttonhole in it; and then, if
you think | can do it well enough, I'll take the vestéiamd work all of the buttonholes for
you.” When she showed them the sample buttonholdatienade, they agreed that it was
perfect. That was how she happened (from thatdimp¢éo make most of the buttonholes
that went out of the shop. It was very particulgk,vas each stitch had to be exactly right,
and required perfect eyesight.

She was usually busy with other things during thendagidamost of that fine work at night
by candlelight. B. R. would read aloud to her whigewgorked buttonholes in the dark suits
that were fashionable at that time. Her back would afte® and her eyes would smart, long
before she had finished and could go to bed. Sher wemplained for she was happy in
the knowledge that she could be such a help to Isbahd’

B. R. Biddle Makes Dress For Maria

B. R. was always thinking of Maria’s happiness and bringergpresents. Once during 1
first years of their marriage, he bought material andevabeautiful silk dress for her. It was
according to the latest European fashion and, when she wore washthe best-dressed womai
Springfield. A number of other women tried to get him to make dsdes¢hem, but he would n
do it. He said that he was a man'’s tailor and did nélemaomen’s clothes, except, once in a wt
when he wanted to make a present for his wife or mother.
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B. R. and Maria Biddle’s Views on Debt and Saving

Maria did not tell B. R. about the money her mother had dieen She kept it carefull
hidden away, and added a little to it from time to time.sBhbithat she could always have sometl
on hand in case of an emergency. She knew that the BidaNes$ Ispending kept her somew!
anxious about the future, even though B. R. seemed to be a good busiressmanally made
ample profit on all of his investments. However he nevpt kmich money on hand, for he said,
man should keep his money circulating.”

“Money,” he said, “is only a medium of value, andim®afse except when it is in circulation.”
Maria could not understand that kind of reasoninfa@itshe never did), for her family had
had very differentideas. They always had enaugincy hidden away to give them a feeling
of comfortable security, at all times. Debt was samgetihn be abhorred almost as much as
death itself.

B. R. considered debt a necessary part of any expdmasiness. He would borrow money
to buy property he could not use except to sell agaipefit. Maria was always afraid of
his business theories and held tight to her “nest egg.

At this time, stock companies were being formed alltbeddnited States for the purpose
of building roads and canals, operating coal mineshamgeheral development of a great
and new country. B. R. bought stock in companiesefdrior the development of the
resources of lllinois. His judgment was usually goatihe sold most of his stock at a good
profit or kept it for the expected dividends. Hisor shop always paid well too. So B. R.
usually had money in his pockets—and when he did hetdpesy3*

July 1834
B. R. Biddle Buys Home on Fourth Street

After B. R. and Maria had been married a few months (July 1834, bought a home ¢
the east side of Fourth Street between Monroe and Adaims.loThad a 75-foot frontage on t
south side of an alley, so that it was just like living aomner. The lot was 180 feet deep, so t
had ample room in the barnyard for their horses and chickens.

B. R. Biddle House
on 4th Street

B. R. Biddle Rescues Father’'s Farm From Foreclosure

B. R.’s father, Benjamin, was always in debt. He wasutito lose his home through t
foreclosure of a mortgage. B. R. had to buy the place ssudree the mortgage, in order to sav:
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Maria was greatly worried, but they sold some other prg@estort time later and paid off the ni
and mortgage—much to her relief.

Advertisement for Stray Mare

ESTRAY Mare.--Taken up by B. R. Biddle one estrayensupposed to be four years next
spring, fourteen hands high, the near hind foot wdgeall star in her forehead, some saddle
marks, no other marks or brands perceivable; appraas$80 dollars, by Samuel Harlow
and William Link, before me, January 1, 1834.

John Campbell, j’p.

1835
Maria Biddle's Flower Garden

The Evans’s had always had a flower garden around their housarnesbee, and it wi
not long before B. R. and Maria had a flower and vegetableegandthe front part of their lo
Maria loved flowers and knew just how to grow them; soetléng she planted seemed to resp
to her loving care.

By Spring (1835), she had cabbage roses, pink atedMdss Roses, Ragged Sailors, Tea
Roses, and the thorny yellow and pink single rosesyéhatso popular at that time, all
blooming in her garden. Honeysuckle and ivy hadedtatowing over the fences, and
sunflowers, Hollyhocks and coxcomb grew high in frotlieobarnyard fence. They had
scattered flower seeds all over their front yard, #hat first spring, the plants grew and
blossomed among the grass. Every one who passeeldsto@dmire her garden.

It was Maria, and a few others like her, who got the [geop Springfield interested i
beautifying their homes, so that the city became known as “theofOlpwers.”

B. R. Biddle Buys Land

2Q -XO0O\ % 5 %LGGOH SXUFKI-MH CFNEMDotA@ErY
in Section 23, T. 14N., Range 07W.
1836

Here are some examples of advertisements and notices tRatBiIdle was involved i
between 1836-1846:

B. R. Biddle Advertises 320 acre Farm on South Fork of Lick Creek

35 Journal January 24, 1835, p. 4.
36 State of lllinois.llinois, Public Land Purchase Records, 1813-19@8tabase on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 1@tiens
Inc., 1999, Vol. 068, p. 233, ID 108258.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle

A FARM FOR SALE.
HE subscciber wishen 10 sell hin farm lyingjaa the
south fork of Lick Creek, Sougamon couly, 16
miles soush wast of Springfisld, contsining neree,
half tinber and half prairie—well watared b never
Taiing streams, und betwosn 70.and B0 ncres iy )i
yation thin eeason, Therais a good fence ar f‘; anil
nucanary oross fencing thiough the farm, sl mils
made o extend it.  The dwolling house is gdbi and
tha out housés convenient. The vitvation in vely eals
thy, having good water-—the land i high and Yeting, |
and the surroundiog country is remarmably haods me, |
Twish 1o soll and will give n bargain, ‘l‘éjlm i
to view the fAourishing state of our countey, sHuden )
fine opporiunity fora person who wirhes & Ilalvd- ‘omy
and cheap situation to supply shemaelves.
1 For termy apply 10 Benjamin Biddle who ¥jc4 an
| the premises, or (o the lnnmnbu in Spriﬁﬁ
may 7, 1836, 36

Journal Saturday, May 14, 1836.

The Springfield, lllinois ¥ars (1830-1849)

A FARM FOR SALE

The subscriber wishes to sell his farm lying on thetls fork of Lick
Creek, Sangamon county, 15 miles south west of §feld, containing
320 acres, half timber and half prairie--well watered yen failing
streams, and between 70 and 80 acres in cultivdiisrseason. There i
a good fence around and necessary cross fencing ththegarm, and
rails made to extend it. The dwelling is good ahd out house
convenient. The situation is very healthy, hawgogd water--the land is
high and rolling, and the surrounding country imagkably handsome.

| wish to sell and will give a bargain. Taking inteew the flourishing
state of our country, affords a fine opportunity éperson who wishes i
handsome and cheap situation to supply themselves.

For terms apply to Benjamin Biddle who is on the pses or to the
subscriber in Springfield.

Woods & Biddle Fashionable Tailors

In June of 1836, B. R. was a partner with a Mr. Woods in the tailbusmess. They ha
a shop on the north side of the Public Square, nearly opposite thaffjmes

 WOORR.S. AL,

ENDER thair servioes in tho line of their mo-
Ip , totho eitizens of Springfiold
nnd the n:l]nnem country,  From thele aapariance in
y thay Foel confident thar ose who patron-
ige them will be pleased, Work doao i th neat-
sl antl mokt fi bio stylo.  Punetoulity
in business shall eharacrerisa thom, Tho eastarn ro-
ports will be raveived ragularly, und thoy aro grnpnr
ud Lo exsente work on the ehortost notico.  Milivary
work of allgradoy, Indiez riding habils snd polioces,
out and mnf!e in the latest atyle and on ehortnotice,
- Thair ahnp i# nesely oppotita the Post Office; on
the north sidaof tho square.  May 19, 1836,«37

Journal Saturday, June 4, 1838.

WOODS & BIDDLE,
FASHIONABLE TAILORS.

Tender their services in the line of their mechanicafgssion, to the
citizens of Springfield and the adjacent countryorftheir experience
in business, they feel confident that those whoopée them will be
pleased. Work done in the neatest manner and nas$iiohable
style. Punctuality in business shall characterisenthhe eastern
reports will be received regularly, and they are preparegeoute work
on the shortest notice. Military work of all grades]ies riding habits
and polieces, cut and made in the latest styleoarshort notice.

Their shop is nearly opposite the Post Office, on thehnside of the
square.

May 19, 1836-37

Fall and Winter Reports of Fashion

OODS & BIDDLE

DRAPERSAND TAILORS—SrriNorisLp ILLivoss.

ngOP on the North side of the S
“ post office,
Reports of f fashions for 188

uare, nearlvo osite the
I Just rccewqed tha Fallnpg Wmtcr

Journal Saturday, October 29, 18386.

1836 Financial Panic Impact on B. R. Biddle

1836 was the year of a financial panic, when business inidllaral all over the nation f
that matter was at a standstill. There was practicatlymoney in circulation, and buildir
improvements of all kinds were stopped. Fortunately there were mehad money laid by, wh
still came to B. R. to make their clothes. By livingwearefully, he and Maria were able to s:
something each month (during those hard times). B. R. invegasavings in land that was sold-
delinquent taxes.

7 Journal Saturday, May 14, 1836, p. 2.
38 Journal Saturday, June 4, 1836, p. 4.
% Journal Saturday, October 29, 1836 p. 3
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Fall 1836

Maria Biddle is Pregnant

In the fall of 1836, more than two years after her mgeridaria was delighted to discov
that she was pregnant, and she suddenly had a great desiteaittkgo Tazewell where she col
bask in the sunshine that radiated from her loving and understdadiiiy.

B. R. Biddle Makes Suit For Abraham Lincoln

In 1836, B. R. came home one evening and told Maria about aesfrangg man who ha
stopped to see him about making him a suit of clothes. He wasalleand awkward looking, an
did not have the money to buy the kind of a suit he needed ot for a large man had to be me
of good material). B. R. would not let a second grade suit go dug shop.

The young man said that he was paying off a debt, of langli®g, and could not buy
suit unless he could pay for it in service. On the othed tee was a lawyer and a member of
Legislature and should not go around looking like a back-wood®farm

B. R. said that he had liked the awkward young man as sobe had met him, for h
seemed to be very honest and genuine. B. R. someatieaeled a lawyer to draw up papers
give advice, so they made an arrangement by which the youngaulgirhave the suit without beir
obligated to pay any money; and then he had said,

“I hope you'll feel that you all have made a good bamyaihnthat | can be of real use to you;
but youll be disappointed if you are like the man | thetother day, who said that a good
lawyer had to be like a restless man in bed; who wewld 6ne side and then turn over and
lie on the other side. | am not that kind of a lawyérave to believe in my client, and the
lightness of my case, before | can do anything.”

B. R. said that Lincoln was in Springfield making arrangesé¢o open an office with
friend some time in the near future, and he added: “Whenresback to have his suit fitted, |
going to invite him to have dinner with us. | think you wiKel him. He is rather rough and unco
but he has high ideals and is a gentleman at heart.” Wiagia lssked the young man’s name,
R. said, “Oh yes, his name—Ilet me see—I think it wagdlim— Abraham Lincoln. But he sa
that all of his friends called him “Ab&>Abraham Lincoln became one of B. R. Biddle’s t
friends.

1837

Springfield Named Capitol

In 1837, Springfield was named the new state capitol of lllinois.

Springfield was very gay the first year after it leettenCapital of the State: and B. R., with
his gracious manners and Maria, with her wit and good humeve general favorites
wherever they went. Maria, with her blond dairginess just the type to wear Victorian
dresses of the prevailing style. B. R. cut therpa@d a seamstress made her a complete
outfit under his supervision. B. R. thought she lod&eelier than the Queen herself. He
was very proud of her as he preceded her into theclchand stopped in the aisle, by their
pew, while she stepped in before him and seated hetsaiirely unconscious of the
admiring glances cast in her direcfion.
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Biddles Friends of Abraham Lincoln

On April 15, 1837, Abraham Lincoln, age 28, moved from New Salem to $pfihg
lllinois. B. R. often spoke of his friend Abraham Lincoln, who had opiselhw office in
Springfield in 1837. He would come to the Biddle home for supperaldiraes each month. H
stayed far into the night, while they discussed the politicilpms of the day. They would hav
long talks about American politics and conditions in lllin@ad Springfield) in particular.
Lincoln was a member of the State Legislature and was one wiia¢all men (known as “the
long nine,” with an average height of over six feet). Theyewesponsible for getting the State
Capital moved to Springfield. The Capital was to be moved asasotite new capitol building
was finished—and that might indicate that property in and ar8pnidgfield would advance in
value, so B. R. was looking for good investments.

Abraham Lincoln B. R. Biddle Views on Slavery

Abraham and B. R. were each members of the new Whig Party, and \elyilesith many
of the Southerners’ views about slaves and their treatment, tHepdaved that slavery, as an
institution, was wrong.

During one of their discussions, Lincoln said,

If the slaves were to be freed tomorrow, few ahtiveuld be as well off as they are today;
but there should be laws to protect the negroes firguost and cruel masters. As a boy |
always took slavery as a matter of course, andtheught much about it, until the time |
went to New Orleans when | was about nineteen glehrand there | saw slaves put on the
auction block and sold to the highest bidder. | sawgohevho was as white as | am, and
pretty too—sold to settle an estate. She was likelgubhter of the plantation owner, who
had died. The family tried to bid her in, but she t@aggreat a prize, and was bought by a
terrible looking man from the East. | made up my minlt tigere that if | ever had a chance

I would help to make laws that would protect thar gtaves from such abuses. Slavery is the
greatest problem of our United States. In a freetop(in a Democracy) there should be
no slaves, but to give the slaves their freedomuvfiteparing them for it would bring about
graver problems than slavery itself. The abusescthdt from slavery are bound to cause
continual conflict, in this country, until slavery itsedfventually abolished; and | hope and
pray that the conflict will be one of words and l¢igislanly.

Comparison of Biddle and Evans Families

Maria’s people had all inherited, or acquired, the charactsristat made her grandfathe
her father and her brothers, ideal innkeepers for threeajemey. They were genial, sympathet
intelligent and considerate of others. While they were all widimed and had very definite
opinions on most subjects, they were also good listeners. ohaydd others, who led the
conversation, with interest and were ready with kindly andecleaplies. They seemed to be
always thinking of the comfort and happiness of those about tietead of being self-centered
and selfish.

The Biddles had more elegant manners and were generallygifteckin the arts and soci
refinements of life. They were genial, quick witted aleder. But their wit often had a sharp ed
which left those they loved hurt and humiliated. One of thrst characteristics (from tt
standpoint of those who had to live with them) was their Beasess. They were very se
centered, and believed that their sensitiveness was tHeathighly organized personalities tF
had developed through many generations of aristocratic ance3toey rather prided themselv
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on their superiority, instead of realizing that they hdg daveloped a morbid mental condition tl
might have been cured like any other disease.

Maria’s first experience with this peculiarity oBiidelle family came one day soon after she
was married. B. R. made some remark about onemwfiimois relatives, and Maria said,
“Oh no, he is not like that!” B. R. replied, “Do ymean to say that | do not tell the truth?
You know that | don’t say anything until | know wlaamh talking about.”

Maria answered, “l know, B. R., you are always aegfut to tell the truth, but this time you
are mistaken.” B. R. replied, as he left the roorapfinever mistaken.”

That day he did not come home to dinner, and inéhening when he came he did not say
a word. He sat down by the fire to read a bookridvgot his supper ready, and asked him
if he was not going to eat. He replied that he did nbifele enough to eat. The next
morning he went to work without his breakfast. Marianyag when her father-in-law came
in to see her later in the day.

He understood the situation immediately, and s&dldw' daughter, don't cry. If you do, B.
R. will have those spells oftener. He wants to gbovhow badly his feelings were hurt
when you contradicted him. The only way for youatdsdhot to notice him when he has
those spells. If he hasn’'t sense enough to edletjimtn get hungry. It won’'t hurt him.
Indians often go for days without eating, and it seens tieem good. You will have to
learn to take B. R. as he is. In most ways he isfdhe inest men in the world, but he has
this one fault, and can make you very unhappy woessan just pretend not to notice it.

She did not take her father-in-law’s advice. Shetka¢B. R.’s greatest pride was his belief
in his own honesty and integrity. That pride wasotlvedfition on which he had built the
structure of his own self-respect. B. R. belithatche always spoke the truth, and from his
point of view, he did. Maria knew that no one car &now the exact (or whole) truth, so
she decided that when she did not agree with wisatitheshe would simply keep quiet. If
he ever had spells of being “hurt” or losing his @ppshe would pretend not to notice, and
would do nothing about it. This course of actionecamarer to curing him than anything
else could have done.

Maria Biddle Wishes to Visit Tennessee Family

When B. R. and Maria were married, he told her familyshatcould go home to visit the
once each year. But it was not as easy to leavehbeie in lllinois and travel such a long distau
as he had thought it would be. It was nearly three ywefige Maria returned to her old home
visit her people. It had not been easy for her to adjustaavith and among the Biddles, for th
were very different from the Evans’s and their kinfolkshwithom she had grown up.

Suddenly a strange fear seized her, and she could thinbtbing but her people i
Tennessee, and the necessity of seeing them as soon aspessilke they were still there. Tt
trip could not, very well, be made before spring. B. R. gbatded to do everything he could f
Maria’s comfort and happiness, so when he noticed signs of hokmess, he started at once
arrange for the trif?

As he could not be away from his business as long as MatillWke to stay, he arrange
for her father to meet her at Louisville, Kentucky, and takeherest of the way to Tazewell.
May 1837

B. R. and Maria Biddle Meet Her Father at Louisville, Kentucky

42 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 47-48.
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Early in May [1837], they started in the spring wagon, amdealias far as Carlinville tr
first day. They spent the night with B. R.’s sisterriédt, who had married Hamilton Campbel
couple of years before. They had a comfortable littleeéhanthe town that had been named
Maria’s cousin, Thomas Carlin.

B. R.’s father and mother, with Angeline, were stayihg &ampbell’s. Harriett had a baby
girl of her own who cried all night— so altogether, the house gfatomarowded for any
one to be comfortable. But the family would have lgeestly hurt and disappointed if B. R.
and Maria had not stayed over night with them.

Benjamin Biddle told his son B. R. about a farm, betwkere and Springfield, that (on

account of the financial depression) could be bdaghess than half of its value, and which
(if he could buy it) would support him comfortablytfa rest of his life. B. R. promised to

look at the property on his return from Louisvifle.

Angeline was fast becoming a problem to her parentgaBen and Polly, who had nev
tried to manage her when she was small. Now they wedtang old, and she had grown to b
beautiful headstrong girl of ten, with boundless energy andnguestioning faith in her ow
judgment—and they were helpless in coping with her dominating ety .

Angeline had visited B. R. and Maria many times in Spraidfi Maria had not found hi
difficult to manage, so Maria invited her to go with her to Tazewel

It took them several days to reach Louisville, but whetasdt they drove up to the ir
where Maria was to meet her father, they saw him stamditige street talking to a friend, while
waited their arrival. As they had stopped, he held up his &rivlaria to lift her from her high se
to the ground. As she fell into his arms, she kissed hinihaladon to him while she started to ¢
Then she saw her brother Henry standing beside them, waitirggrtoticed. Maria was excited a
talkative all during the dinner at the Inn that followed tinetmion.

B. R. Biddle Returns to Springfield From Louisville, Kentucky

B. R. left Maria and Angeline at Louisville and headed a&pringfield and their honfé.
Maria and Father Travel to Tazewell, Tennessee From Louisville, Kentky

Maria sat between her father and Henry as they drove alongltkemlucky road. As he
spirits rose, she laughed and sang and asked questions alloaitfamily at home. They stopp:
one night at Uncle John’s, and again at Uncle Edward’sasttehas they passed through Kentuc

Maria became more and more impatient as they nearezvEtzfor it seemed to her that
horses never traveled so slowly before. Her fathéndechher that they must not hurry the
horses too much. They had many miles of roughp stes to travel before they reached
Tennessee. Horses, like people could not maintaispepd and hold out until the end of
the journey.

At last they came to the Cumberland Gap and passwdedre the mountains into
Tennessee—and the grass seemed greener, the flwersolorful and the hills more
beautiful than they had ever been before. They searhed Powell River and stopped at
Uncle Preston Holt’s for dinner, where they were sudedrby members of her mother’s
family. Maria had many cousins in lllinois, whom slewkand admired; but they did not
seem like the cousins she had grown up with in TermeSdgese cousins seemed more
akin, and brought to her the realization of how muchhbdyalways meant to her.

43 And This Is Our Heritagep. 49.
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While they stopped for dinner, Henry borrowed a hard rode on to Tazewell to tell his
mother that Maria would be there in time for supper. rirhe went on to the inn to carry
the news to Hamilton, and the rest of the family.

When Maria reached home, her mother and all of theelhadl relatives were there to greet
her. It was a wonderful homecoming! Even the skaasvith each other in trying to please
“Miss Maria.” The two persons who were most glatefhave her at home, where her
mother and Old Black Liza, who cared for her whenvea® a baby and had always called
herself “Maria’s old black Mammy.” Hamilton and Minergde over from the Inn; and
Matilda, with Gray and little Henry, came to have supjith the family,— and Maria. The
servants did everything they could to make the hamegoa happy event. The cook
remembered the things that Maria liked best to €aey had been planning, for days, just
what to have for each meal, when “Miss Maria came Kohhat first evening they had wild
roast turkey with dressing, baked ham with sweebgstdtesh made hominy fried with
smoked side meat, hot corn cones, apple butter mktkp. There were also jelly and other
relishes on the table, which made quite a feast for rsuppaally their scantiest meal.
Hamilton and Minerva left for home soon after the Inness over for the air was cold and
they had ten miles to ride. Then Matilda said thaastidenry’s bedtime, and she and Gray
left for their home, further up the hill. Then MotHevans reminded the younger children
that it was their bedtime too; so they (with Angeliar) keluctantly up stairs. It was then
that Maria realized, for the first time, that she emstived; and, turning to her mother, she
said: “Oh mother | wish that | could be a little girlenwre.?®

B. R. wrote often and his letters were so loving and sof@pringfield news, Maria looke
forward to hearing from him every time mail came friimois. He told her that he had bought 1
farm his father had talked about, and had given his fatliferiaterest in it. His father and moth
would have a home of their own and feel more independent. itH¢hsa he had to borrow son
money to buy the place, but hoped to sell other property soon arldepdgbt®

Friends John and Sarah Weber

In his letters, B. R. also frequently mentioned Jodmmd Sarah Weber, who were amc
their best friends in Springfield. They had spent their childhaod were married, near B. R.’s «
home in Virginia, and (as they were all about the same hgg)seemed to have much in comm
John had learned the trade of cabinet maker in Virginia, andgeated a shop in Springfield, whe
he made all kinds of fine woodwork and furniture. B. R. was invitékdio home for supper, vel
often, while Maria was away, and nearly all of B. R.teles contained some message from S.
Weber

B. R. Biddle Travels to Tazewell, Tennessee to Take Maria Home

About the middle of May 1837, B. R. Biddle came to Tazeprelbared to stay in Tenness
until Maria was ready to go horme.

4 And This Is Our Heritagep. 50.
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47 Power, p. 760-761. John B. Weber, born April 7, 1810Shepherdstown, Virginia, was there married Sept1832, to Sarat
A. Woltz. She was born in Shepherdstown, Marchl8a2. They had two children in Virginia, and movedpringfield, lllinois,
arriving April 16, 1836, and had eight childrenSangamon county. John B. Weber was engaged in thefatdure of cabine
furniture in Springfield and at Howlett, now Rivent, from 1836 to 1841, when he lost his left hand byzz saw. He was appointt
by the legislature of 1842 and ‘43 to copy the leexbrds of the state in numerical order, which képtemployed until 1849. H
then went to California, and returned in 1851. Hes\guartermaster in the last expedition of the Mormanof 1846. He was cler
in the commissary department in raising the first Kitxdis regiments for the suppression of the rebellida.was elected sheri
and collector of Sangamon County, and served from 183856.
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Birth of James Henry Biddle
(1837-1858)

On May 22, 1837, B. R. and Maria’s first child, Jamearnyg@&iddle, was born at Claiborn
Tazewell County, Tennessee. B. R. and Maria had been midmméedyears and were over-joyec
be the parents of a fine sturdy boy.

June 1837

It was nearly a month before B. R. thought that Madéatze baby should attempt the long
ride back to Springfield. While he waited, he cutfatetl new suits for his father-in-law and
his older brothers-in-law, and also for his own brothEnere were few tailors who could

give men’s clothes the look of distinction that B. R. doulds cutting and fitting. In fact

he could cut anything—even women'’s clothes—to lothk likeathe fashion plates sent from

Europe.

Angeline was well behaved and gave Ruth and Elifeduibte; so, as she was anxious to stay
with them, B. R. made arrangements for her to bodhdthe family at Tazewell and finish
school”

July 1837
Return to Springfield With Old Liza and James Henry, Their New Baby

Old black Liza was so delighted with “Miss Maria’s biilay’she took nearly all of the care
of it. When Maria started to pack for her journey boinza begged to go with her so that
she could take care of little James Henry. ElijalMaliha that she could take Liza and keep
her as long as she wanted to stay, for she had g&@retbng and well, and he would like to
send her to a state where she could have her freiédbenwanted it. One day in July [1837],
B. R. and Maria (with old Liza and James Henry}estaback to Springfield in their
comfortable spring wagon, which was loaded with gift¢Heorelatives in Tennesske.

1838

In June 1838, B. R. was in a military position and publishedtize of a
meeting of the Company of Sharp-shooters at the Court Room,tord&aat 7
p.m.

Shat‘p-shbdtel‘s--Attention’,‘! = $77(17,21 6+$53 6+227(56

L R g : You are ordered to parade in front of the Court Hou:
ars hereby ardercd to attend a mesting of 1h ) ; i

Y Company n\):h: Court Reom on Saturday ‘.\len,t!;: on WedneSday’ 4th July, at 6 o'clock A. ,M' In citize
9th int, LT ofuloek, 2. ML Business ef iaporioncs wiil dress, with arm, and 18 rounds blank cartridge. You'
ba bi_‘gﬁﬁ;‘lj_’ _'_""ff;'f e Ssng, iy mEmat 15 also parade at the same place at 9 o’clock A.M. in sum
i v el e S s XQLIRUP ZLWK ~ URXQGV FDUWI
D e e e e a a «ttzZz+a-ifs

Journal Saturday, June 9, 1838.

B. R. Biddle Secretary of July 4, 1838 Celebration
Y2857+ 2) -8/<

At a meeting of the Committee appointed by the first SgiihgSitillery, Springfield Sharp
Shooters and the Mechanic’s Institute, to make arrangefoerit® celebration of the approaching
anniversary of American Independence, the Hon. Jesse B. Thom&@speeded to deliver an oration,

50 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 53-54.
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52 Journal Saturday, June 9, 1838, p. 2.
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and Josephus Hewett, Esq. to read the Declaration of Indepesnd The following gentlemen were
chosen as Marshals, to wit:

% 5 $0O0OHQ *UDQG ODUVKDO BWPHBRELNMWDEWY &KBUGL
6SRWVZRRG +RQ 7KRPDV & HURZIMH HOLMB®IKRUGHWLEKDUG

The procession to form on the vacant lots nearly oppositédtmedist Church at ten o’clock
$0 LQ WKH IROORZLQJ RUGHU

*UDQG ODUVKDOO DQG $VVLVWDRQ WK RWD &IRRIROVHG B H PLG:
$UWLOOHU\ OHFKDQLF-V ,QV RIL WXXWHV FBH\H VAKERHEHY D @ G WokRHD Ok
OHGLFDO 3URIHVVLRQ &LWL]HQV DQG 6WUDQJHUYV

And move, under the direction of the Grand Marshal, throegeéral of the principal streets
to the Methodist Episcopal Church. The following tdbetder of the exercies at the church: Music-
3UD\HU OXVLF 'HFODUDWLRRVRIF, QBUHBW QREG Q BXVUHD G3UD\H
% 6 &OHPHQW &K-P Rl &RP $UUDQJIJHPHQWV

% 5 %LGGEH 6HF-U\

Governor Carlin, Maria Biddle's Second Cousin

In 1838, Maria Biddle’s second cousin, Thomas Carlin, wastteming ﬁ
seventh Governor of lllinois, serving from 1838 to 1842. Hde Worn in 1789 in
Frankfort, Kentucky, and moved from Kentucky to Madison Cquiiliyois in
1812

B. R. Biddle Considers Selling Tailor Shop, But Doesn't

It had always been a source of humiliation to Polly Biddle to havdavorite son earn h
living as a tailor. Now that the Governor was his wifgsisin, Polly begged him to sell his st

and engage in some other business that would be more in keéthinbeir social position. B. R
however, continued his tailoring business.

B. R. was a good tailor and hesitated about giving up a pmspbusiness at that time, t
he owned valuable real estate in and about Springfield arlsh@lle, which required much of hi
time so he decided to sell his shop and devote his time to hisrrergst

Bringing the State Capitol and the State Payroll to Sprilijfigd increased property valu
and the future looked very bright, notwithstanding the geffieahcial depressiof.

B. R. Biddle Aids in Transferring Document to New Capitol in Sprindield

In 1837, Springfield became the Capital of lllinois and @mnsas the vaults in the ne
Capitol building were finished, the state papers and the miooeythe State Treasury had to
moved from Vandalia (the old Capital) to Springfield. Thstatice was about 120 miles by
county roads.

B. R., who was a tireless rider, a crack shot anddbadventure, was delighted when he was
asked to go with the moving party to Vandalia. Wishimgate the transfer as secret as
possible, the Governor and the State Treasurer legattg on horseback. Behind them
came the covered wagon, drawn by four horses and ledithedoxes and barrels—while
straggling along behind, rode the Sheriff and a fetedrrelatives and friends.

53 Journal, -XQH S .
5 http://politicalgraveyard.com/bio/carfield-cartichl http://history.ilgenweb.net/governors/carlin.html
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They started before daylight, changing horses ontteeamay, and spent the night at Gov.
Carlin’s farm near Carrollton. After a good night's tlesy, continued their way (with fresh
horses) before sun-up the next morning. Three morestibefore they reached Vandalia,
they stopped to change horses. On their return,abeld pick up fresh horses at regular
intervals, and get over the road as rapidly as posseutetidy transported their valuable
cargo.

When they reached the old capitol at Vandalia, the ptgiers and money were packed in
boxes and barrels, which were loaded into the wagonmafinight. The stocks, bonds and
paper currency were carefully packed in the saddle-balgs bérsemen. Long before

daylight they were on their way, while, in the sleepimg hone but their helpers knew that
they had gone. The horses that they had left pidked up on their return trip, were fresh
and eager to go. The cavalcade made good time aftede@ov. Carlin’s farm late that
night, well satisfied with themselves, but thoroughly steldainiom their long day’s travel.
They must have been too tired to think, for they ngui¢o the barn and threw their saddle-
bags on the floor, unharnessed the horses, had tideamdebedded in the barn. They left
the wagon, with its valuable contents, in the barmydle they all went in to supper and to
bed. No one thought of having a guard to watchtdte’Swealth while they slept. It is
doubtful if any of them could have kept awake if they been placed on guard duty.
However, a guard had not been necessary, for thenoexing they found everything exactly
as they had left it the night before, and they cadion to Springfield where they delivered
the State’s precious papers—and other assets tewth@apitol where they were put into
locked vaults that had been built to receive tfem.

Fall 1838

Missionary James Lee Seeks Missionaries for Oregon Territgrindian Mission

In the fall of 1838, Jason Lee, a Methodist missiorettyrned from Oregon, and stopped
at Springfield and Carlinville where he spoke. He spbk@e great Oregon Territory
bordering on the Pacific Ocean and of his Indian Migsidhe Willamette Valley, south of
the Columbia River. Lee was a large, fine looking bhaurt ¢éhirty-five years of age, with an
unusual amount of personal magnetism, a pleasingavaidanatical zeal for his missionary
work.

Soon after he was called to the Ministry, in 183Pehed of the Indians of the Northwest
who wanted to know about the white man’s God, and teat Book that told of the true
religion. As soon as he heard of those Indians whosgekéng the Christian Religion, he
knew that they needed him, and planned to go to tlsesn@n as possible. However, it was
not until April 1834, that he reached IndependenceherMissouri frontier, and started on
horseback ... to cross the uncharted wilderness.

In the fall of 1834, he built a home and mission in thidawlette Valley. His mission
prospered from the first, but more workers and moneg a@ sorely needed he felt that he
was called to leave his wife and assistant-supegimtémdemporary charge while he went
East to interest the proper people in the undertakdtichis meetings in lllinois, he said that
men with families were needed to colonize the wondeoftthiNest, and to develop its great
natural resources. He was sure that they could teadndians better if colonists could
develop a civilization that would be an example for tharlado follow. With all of the
power of a natural orator and crusader, he appéaléte people to listen to the voice of
God, which was calling for volunteers and for monéglfoin this great work. B. R. and
Maria heard Jason Lee when he spoke to a largeiggtheBpringfield.

When Lee went to Carlinville, B. R.’s sister, Harriethlzell and her husband heard him
address the crowd in front of the tavern where he stéetbld them of his plan to charter
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a boat to take all of the missionaries, and colonistsyauld go with him, when he returned

to Oregon Territory. He said that while they needechtiracand doctors, they also needed
carpenters, blacksmiths, farmers, and artisans lkih@s. The families at the Methodist

Mission in that fertile valley of Oregon would be the gicef a permanent civilization. He

painted glowing word pictures of that Western Terrasrige talkeél’

Harriet and Hamilton Campbell Plan Move to Oregon Territory

Harriet and Hamilton Campbell decided to go with Jasawihen his boat sailed from New
York for Fort Vancouver and his Indian Mission. ..e Tamily tried to dissuade Harriett
and her husband from going so far away from their horae undeveloped country where
they would have to live among savage Indians. Theyrdted Brother Lee and his life of
self-sacrifice—his willingness to give all— even thfdhiiv@sfe and infant son (who had both
died a few months before at the Oregon Mission)—faathation of a savage people. But
they also knew of the hardships common to the livat pioneers—and of the treachery of
Indians who were sometimes considered friendly.

Harriett laughed at the fears of her family and dseand said: “Why should we be more
afraid than our ancestors who all crossed the oceamallessand frailer boats than we are
going to have. And any way, God will watch over udlas 8ea as on land. He will surely
care for those who are dedicating their lives to digcee Such faith was an answer to all
objections, and the Hamilton Campbells started toentl&ir plans to join the Jason Lee
party when it was ready to sail. They had neadgraqy wait, and did not sail until late in
the summer of 1839.
Birth of Robert Evans Biddle
(1838-1859)

Maria and B. R.’s second son, Robert Evans Biddle, was born in Sgidngn December
20th, 1838. His brother, James Henry, was only a year and a half old.

With the birth of their second son, B. R. and Maria hegaconsider themselves middle-
aged people, although she was only twenty-four and trértyagears of age. In conforming
to the custom of the time Maria had always worn & ldae cap over her hair, since her
marriage, which added to her apparent age. Thk lalee over her blond hair, and around
her fair, rosy-cheeked face was very becoming.

B. R. had many worries which made him realize thataages with the passing years. He
felt his responsibility for the support of his parentshemdister Angeline, as well as for his
own family, which kept him constantly planning to rhisebbligations—for he was proud,
and he wanted them all to have the best of everythimgas often discouraging for Maria
too, for she was an excellent manager. Through thegtcould easily have saved something
each year to add to their capital, but B. R.’sifathe forever getting into financial difficulties—
and his mother and Angeline were always needing liometew—which B. R. supplied.
Charles and Jack Biddle might have helped with the sugfpitve family, if they had been
asked, but B. R. was so generous he always atterittedt needs without mentioning it to
any one. Other members of the family did not realize hwvas doingy.

1839
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B. R. Biddle Advertises For Stray Horse

: CstEay. 7 .6WUD\ .

EFT tho Stableof the subseriber on the 25th De- JHIW WKH 6WDEOH RI WKH VXEN LEHU RQ

cembef lnst, A large Ronne Horse, (some persons

'epdu Iumhf. cdltcsullulisurwll with n star i.; his farchead, Ins | last, a large Roane Horse, (some persons call himestrou
eides rubbed with the gonrs, s right shonlder been hurl i i H i i p

with the collar near lhgulop '::I‘lnsngeck, \vlliuir haacfgfl.tl;:o sorrel) with a star in his forehead, his sides rubbitl tie

haw wirhii_eign "h?f art ol11 his shouldc:rlmilz;n 3 shous, gears, his right shoulder been hurt with the collar tiee
one oll ol Ing right fool-- very Loll o 5y Lt . . . .
Yargofct had fam Sl o appeacasickiof. o rafk horn top of his neck, which has left the hair white on that pt

when he loft hod  large sea_grags halter round his neck, his shoulder--had on 3 shoes, one off of his right-fais
butit is probablo holostitofl, :
Any person duivering or giving intelligence of said very tall and clumsy built, large feet, and has all
hoise to the subseriber, living in Spnngﬁel:l. wiil recei yo appearance of a draft horse--when he left he hadga se
ample comyensntion, B, R, BLODLE, . o )
1839, : " grass halter round his neck, but it is probable he lot it
Any person delivering or giving special intelligence aict
horse to the subscriber, living in Springfield, will rece

DPSOH FRPSHQVDWLRQ

Jun, 12,

e ST v

Journal, Saturday, January 19, 1889.

%9 5 %WLGGOH.-DQ
Maria Biddle’s Friend, Mary Todd

In 1839, Mary Todd, a very charming girl from Lexington, Keskty, came to Springfiel
to live with her sister Elizabeth Edwards. Elizabeth’sblansl, Ninian, was the son of forrr
Governor Edwards and belonged to one of the most influentialiésnai lllinois. Mary Todd’s
family were also people of wealth and social position intdeky. Mary was good-looking, high
educated and spoiled.

Mary was a first cousin of John T. Stuart, Abraharwoli’s law partner. It was natural that
Stuart arrange for Lincoln to meet his brilliant youmgsin. It was also natural that this
awkward, lonely man, who had had so few opportunities shlifeld have been attracted to
this vivacious, entertaining girl, who had had theobeverything in life as her birthright.
And she had been drawn to him, at once, by the mystdis personaliit.

Mary was four years younger than Maria Biddle. Theyewefrebetter educated than most
of the women of their time and were more interestadorld affairs and politics. It would
have been quite natural for them to have been friénddyiaria was busy with her babies
and her home, and they did not attend the same churbby seldom met except at some
evening party or an occasional afternoon tea. Attenebk Mary’s willfulness and cutting
sarcasm kept other young women from being as cordiedyamight otherwise have been.

Abraham Lincoln seldom visited the Biddles at their éi@hthis period; except, in his
loneliness, after a temporary dismissal from the Edwenh& by Mary. At such times he
would seek companionship with his old friends. Hedwsitiby the hour, discussing politics
and spinning yarns. He was a great mimic and dabdgsstory well; so he was an interesting
talker, and a welcome guest wherever conversationjoede

When the Biddles would not see Abraham for a lengthre, tihey would know that Mary

Todd had forgiven his imaginary offenses and had suedrtum to her again, and that his
courtship was progressing satisfactorily—until herutdarst of tempei?

B. R. Biddle Prepares to Leave Springfield, But Doesn'’t

From the following series of ads and at the simultaneousiepn of Springfield folks ti
leave for the West, it would appear that the Biddles wes@ @eparing to leave Springfield. H

8 Journal, Saturday, January 19, 1839, p. 3.
51 And This Is Our Heritageop. 60-61.
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they planned on going west with the Campbell’'s and then back@dlodact, the Biddles did n
join the Campbell’s, but the mystery remains as to thiey were renting their house as of April
1839. They remained at the Fourth Street house until 1842 or\Bd8,they moved to Seven
Street.

B. R. Biddle Advertises His House For Rent

| now live, Possession given between the 1st and
15th of-April.  For particulars enquire of
march 22, B. R. BIDDLE.

Journal, Saturday, March 23, 1889.

Pay your Tailor!

PPecty your Tailor! {
E,_EAViNG declined business, I wish thos¢ whe know !

themgelves 10 ke indebied to me, to pay np immedi-

? hdebne Having declined business, | wish those wt
! ately,as | am about leaving this place.  I'shall leave al]

| ungettled business in a situation 1o be colleated without my | themselves to be indebted to me, to pay up imi
jEsencD, By it BIDBLE. as | am about leaving this place. | shall leave &

Springfield, March 22, [839. 88l , . o .
L e 2 business in a situation to be collected wit

Journal Friday, April 12, 183% presence.

B. R. Biddle.
Springfield, March 22, 1839.

7%,/25,1*

The subscribers inform the citizens of Springfietl @nSangamon county, that they have
taken the shop formerly occupied by Mr. B. R. Biddiethe north side of the public square,
where they intend to carry on the Tailoring busineBkey have made arrangement to
receive the Philadelphia Fashions and Tailor's Archedydehave just received a Report of
the Latest Fashions. They will do their work in theeseaind most fashionable manner,
and will insure good fits of all the garments madedy.thThey hope to merit a share of

public patronage.
7TKRPDV ( /HD " /HN" -RVHSK
6SULQJILHOG ODUFK

' T GEORGE WOODS,
TAILO

| .
| H AB again returned to Sprinaticld, and I:"-'u taken his
old statnd norih of the state honse, veeupivd during
"lig absenco by B.R. Biddle, ailor. He hopes by strict a1
“tention 1o business he will veceive o share” of the public’
ipatronnge.  He will endeavor to render purefeet satisfics
_tion to all persons who may honor him with n eall, 'I'he
quarterly reports of fashions rezeived repularly. . Ladies
' Mabits and Pelioses made acgording 1o order, and military
worl: aecording 1o inw.
I'wo or three apprentices wanted immediately,
Mauy 1, 1859, . SO0

CA T ATy

Journal Friday, May 3, 183¢
Summer 1839

Harriett and Hamilton Campbell Leave For Voyage to Oregon as Missinaries

8 Journal, Saturday, March 23, 1839, p. 3.
4 Journal Friday, April 12, 1839, p. 1.
% Journal Friday, May 3, 1839 p. 2.
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In the spring of 1839, Harriett and Hamilton Campbell were lgedting ready for thei
long trip to Oregon. They sold their home at Carlinville, ardtnof their furniture—saving onl
such things as could be carried to New York in their wagon, for shipment

The last few weeks they spent with her father Beangrd mother Polly on their Lick Creek
farm. But Harriett spent some time with B. R. andidM&hile they helped her make new
clothes for the trip. It was late that summer whemié¢tband Hamilton, with little Mary,
started for New York in their covered wagon, whichleeated with household furniture,
clothes, bedding, and a variety of other things tsé&e in their new home in Oregon. The
family and friends told them a sad good-bye; for noesee expected to see the little
Campbell family again, on this earth; but Harriett wdmgrtiirough her tears, as she waved
them a last good-bye as the horses trotted down th&road

Harriett Campbell's Letter From New York City

From New York City, on October 1, 1839, Harriett Campbell wrote:

“We reached here about ten days before time for theamas(our boat) to sail; but we have
been entertained royally by the members of the Grggret Methodist church. These good
people are taking care of all of the Oregon Missiesdom the time they reach New York
until our boat leaves on October third. Brother Lee tasked $42,000.00 for the expenses
of the expedition; and nothing has been overlooked te itigktrip a success. As he wanted
only married men, with their wives and families, to gdnitlon the voyage, he decided that
he should not be an exception to the rule, and is todrded before we start, to a very fine
woman —a school teacher—who will be a great help tah@rivisssion. Two of the McKay
(Indian) boys are staying at a school in Massachagmtteducated; but the third one is going
back to Oregon with us. Dr. Richmond (a minister amgsigian), with his wife and four
children, will be with our party. His little boy, whomythell Oregon, and our Mary, are to
be baptized before we start. The next letter yofrajetus will be from our new home in
Oregon, unless we can send letters from the Santbléods. | believe we are to stop there
on the way: but this is our last good-bye until we héwe sventy thousand miles, over two
great oceans, and reached our future home. | am alhegihg that you too will want to join
us there, when a safe road is built and you can owertand without danger. May God
watch over you—as | am sure He will watch over alldfaubave met here to follow His
guiding hand to a new and unknown land. And | praywhanay all be true and faithful in
following His Commandments; so that, if we meet no more h, & may meet at last in
Heaven, where parting is unknown.”

This letter did not sound like Harriett, for she had alvbgen light-hearted and gay before
she came under the influence of the Oregon Missiondhesigh Jason Lee.

1840

In 1840, Benjamin Biddle was living in Macoupin County, Ihiois. Nearby lived William
Cardwell 57

Spring
Maria and B. R. Biddle and Old Liza Visit Family in Tennessee

In the spring of 1840, Maria Biddle took her two iy a short visit to see her parents in
Tennessee.

 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 59- 60.
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Liza also went along. She wanted to go back to the okllloene she could see her children
and grandchildren once more. Liza couldn’t go back theil free negro.

Maria had always intended to give Liza her freedonmasshe could not be sold, in case
anything should happen to her or B. R.

Besides she did not want to be free as long aslkei(the Evanses) lived: for she had been
born in that family and had always enjoyed the ghsiaiction of being one of the “Evans’
Niggers,” who were all honest, industrious, God-fearingesegmod were respected in the

community in which they livé8l.

Maria and B. R. Biddle and Old Liza Return to Springfield

Liza was sick when B. R. and Maria were ready to btame to Springfield. They waite
several days until she was able to go. She loved the boysanexcellent care of them, while s
knitted and did the family mending. Sometimes she could de sbthe cooking, when the childr
did not need her undivided attention. She was reliable and effieiagpt for her infirmities; an
Maria would have found it difficult to manage without her at thmae %°

Birth of Ellinorah Ruth Biddle

+

On October 26, 1840, Ellinorah Ruth Biddle, Maria and B. Rss$ fiaughter, was born.
Hamilton Campbell’'s Report on Life in Oregon Territory

I wish you could see this place where the mission isdreilbn Territory seems like Paradise to us after
our long ocean trip. We are surrounded by the most bletne&s we have ever seen, with ferns and
wild flowers and birds all about us. The woods arevitivall kinds of game and the rivers teem with
fish. There are many fish with reddish-yellow meat,szditesh, which are very different from any fish
we had at home, and they are most delicious. Theythelt, a little later, we will have an abundance of
wild berries. | can not begin to tell you of all ofatbeders of this great country, in one letter; but |
hope that the overland roads will be finished beforeymars; and that you too will decide to come out
here to live.

Hamilton is very busy building houses and furnituredenémbers of our mission family: and he is also
teaching the Indians to help him;—and to learn to buiskekdor themselves—but as yet they seem to
like their own primitive wigwams or dug-outs better.

Mary is very happy and has a number of playmates amanigsibaary children;—and some of the
mission Indians also have children about her agidldn@ children play some games that are very much
like “prisoner’s base” and other games we used to plynessee. We teach them our games and they
teach our children theirs. Mary is learning their Jargon eaidign already make herself understood
when she is with them.

Please write often and tell me all of the home newsf yalir letters may not reach us, but | think we
will get most of them; and we will write whenever wealehance to send a letter Eastward. With much

love to you all from
Your affectionate sister, Harri&tt.

Later Part of 1840

Millerite Revival in Springfield

8 And This Is Our Heritagep. 62.
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There was a great religious revival in Springfield ia lditter part of 1840 and the begint
of 1841. The followers of William Miller, called Secondiventists or Millerites, talked of t
second coming of Christ and predicted that the end of the world was et

Miller had even calculated (from references found in theBthat the destruction of 1
world would take place in the latter part of the year 1848.urged all of people to repent of tl
sins and be saved before the wicked were utterly destroyeklef beginning of the millennium v
at hand.

Maria’'s housekeeper, Mrs. Brown, was a Millerite and thlgenstantly about becom
sanctified so that she could ascend into heaven, on thegalgsand join the saints in glory with
having to meet death and the last judgment.

1841

Biddles Attend Church

Maria had been a member of the Methodist church in Tennebs&pringfield, Maria ar
B. R. do not join the Springfield congregation of the Methodist Chualtinough they attended b
the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches and contributed somthhegsupport of each.

B. R. and Maria Biddle Join Second Presbyterian Church

In 1839, Rev. Albert Hale was called to minister theo&dcPresbyterian Church
Springfield (now Westminster Presbyterian Church). Rele Was quite different from the aver
minister of his time, and made friends among the peoptheofown regardless of their religi
affiliations. He also introduced the bass viola and the fiis instrumental aids to the singin
sacred songs. This was quite an innovation and was cortsigeutionary by most of the ol
church members, who said that the use of musical instrumesstsacrilegious. However, ott
liked the music, and many came to add their voices to the sacreslauhtp listen to the sermo

B. R. and Maria were among those who liked the music bagdn attending the Sec:
Presbyterian Church regularly.

On January 1, 1841, Rev. Hale invited a friend toedonSpringfield to help him conduct a
revival. The meetings were popular well attendedwattlow crowds. In Springfield, there
had never been such interest shown in church meetReligion became the subject of
conversation on the street, in the stores and ihdhees of the people. B. R. and Maria
bought a new brass lantern, which they carried egattailight their path as they walked to
and from the meetings (sometimes through mud and ahglsnow), during the whole of
January.

Before the meetings had concluded, one-hundredveentyt-one new members joined the
Second Preshyterian Church alone—while other new tsonwated with the First
Presbyterian, the Methodist and the Baptist Chgtche

B. R. and Maria were among those who became membRevoHale’'s congregation for B.
R. was a great admirer of the minister. Maria belidéatddligious unity (especially when
there were children in the home) was more important ainy denominational preference
she may have had so she too became a member of thred S&esbyterian Church at the
close of the Revival Meetings.

After they joined the Church they became very dotibe different branches of the its work.
B. R. helped with the music and led an adult clasgiSuhday School. Maria belonged to
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the Missionary Society and contributed food for thueah suppers and socials. They had a

large home and were always ready and willing to entasiting ministers, or other out-of-
town church officials who came to Springfiéld.

B. R. Biddle Terminates Tailoring Business Partnership With GW. Stipp

HE parinership between B, R. Biddle and G W, i [
T Stipp in tho Tailoring business, is dissolved by The partnership between B. R. Biddle and G. W. 1

mutuul consent. , in the Tailoring business, is dissolved by mutu
‘June 157 1841, . ll;4W F R QVH QW

) June 15, 1841
Journal Friday, June 18, 1841.

B. R. Biddle Moves Tailoring Shop to
South Side of Public Square

% 5 %LGGOH

B.R.BIDDLE, - Tailor
 TAILOR, . .
E_ AS removed his shop to the south side of the public *

+DV UHPRYHG KLV VKRS WR MFK

e xt doar 1o tho! sheriffs. offica Whta I square, next door to the sheriff's office where he will b

8’ i g
will be thankful for a continuance of t’h;\ patrenage which} thankful for a continuance of the patronage which th
h blic has so generously bostowed, S oo g A
' i]‘:a““‘ri‘ﬁ lmxreudgy at all times to mako clothing of every.; SXEOLF KDV VR JHQHURXVO\ EH)\
deseription a1 short notice and in o fashionable sly!e-,”nn‘d'l
e - l He will be ready at all times to make clothing ofyever

Two Apprentices wanied immediately—hoys from 16| description at short notice and in a fashionable styl
10 17 years of age,and of good moral habits. - - - - |

Springheld. Ang. 27, 1841, . .. . v 531 DQG ZRUNPDQOLNH PDQQHU

Journal Friday, August 27, 184%¢. Produce of Lumber taken for work.

Two apprentices wanted immediately--boys from 15
to 17 years of age, and of good moral habits.

Fall and Winter Fashions. Springfield, Aug. 27, 1841.
B, R. BIDDLF, 5
ENDERS his thanks to the citizens of -Bpringfivld
and surrounding country, for the patronagé  with
which they have favored hifi, and solicits & continuance.
rle is furnished with_additionu] facilities* for' doing all
kinds of work in the™Tailoring line, and of making up
garments in the neatest cnd hest manner, and in- s‘lylc*
not to he surpassed in this country. He hns made ar.!
rapgementa 1o be furmahed with every improvoment eon-
| nocted with Tailoring==bulh autting snd making==and is
' determined not to be surpassed by any Tailoning esinb-~
‘'t lishmont in the plnce, : el o
Ha is propsred with force sufficient 10 make a'full suit
of clothes in twenty-four boure, that shall he equal in fit
und make te ony mudé in the city, ‘All garments war-
ranted to fit, or the price of the materials  refunded.—
Trimings of thebest qualily alwayaon hand;- and from
hin knowledge of Cloths in'the diiferent establishmenis
\|in thiscity, ﬁe can {urnish information to any person
where the bert eloth nnd beet bargains con be vblained.
Give us & call=and if for nothing el«s, to see the fash-
ions. . Oct.15,181L

- Journal Friday, October 29, 1847%.

Tragic Accident
Death of Ellinorah Ruth Biddle

+

Ellinorah Ruth Biddle died on November 29, 1841, in Springfielmhais.

72 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 68-69.

7 Journal Friday, June 18, 1841 p. 3.

" Journal Friday, August 27, 1841, p. 3.
s Journal Friday, October 29, 1841, p. 4.
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On November 29, 1841, Maria learned that the chyrebple were planning a birthday
surprise party for her that evening: so she deaidedgh out some linen she might want to
use when they came. Little Ellinorah was sitting ihigkrchair and the boys were playing
on the floor with their blocks, when Maria went to theé tmhang out her washing. Suddenly
she heard a noise, like something heavy falling tiotie When one of the boys screamed,
she dropped the clothes and ran into the house talifttel Ellinorah lying quietly on the
floor, with blood oozing from a small, ragged cut on éad.h James Henry was trying to lift
her up, while his brother B. R. was crying softliysaying: “Ella no get up. Ella fall down,
go sleep.” She was unconscious, but breathing; ama dd#nered her in her arms and ran
as fast as she could to the doctor’s office selecksaway.

The child had evidently tried to get out of her highraral tipped it over. As the chair fell,
her head hit against the sharp corner of one ofhitdren’s blocks. The doctor examined
her carefully, and said that there was nothing hd doubut to keep her quiet. They took
her home and laid her carefully in her little bed.

She never regained consciousness. As B. R. and Btaresgle her bed, her pulse gradually
became weaker. Once she opened her eyes and theibbats quickened with hope, but

their hopes were short-lived. An hour later her dgrieken parents were alone in the room

with Death.

For many years, after that, Maria’s birthday was no lantggrfor congratulations and good
cheer; for it had become the anniversary of theolog®ir most precious possession. The
baby’s death was a great blow to B. R. and Marridelfy had almost worshiped her.

To B. R. and Maria, it seemed that the light had gomef their lives; as they clung together,
in their grief, and found relief in tears.

Maria believed that her carelessness, in leaving Hiegdad in her high-chair, while she
left the room, was responsible for the accident; andalid not forgive herself.

Gradually Maria overcame her grief in work for othleus she was never quite the same
again. She had grown older, more thoughtful, motersmand more helpful to others who
were suffering or in troublé.

Weber Family Experiences Tragedy
Friend John Weber Cuts Hand Off

Sarah Weber was Maria’s most sympathetic and understandidgdridrdid all that sh
could to lighten the burden of Maria’s grief. When tragathe into the Weber home, Maria cot
forget her own suffering in compassion for her friend’s misfortune.

John Weber had his hand cut off by a buzz saw, when he was soak@fgrniture. Mari.
went over to the Weber’s to help his wife care for him. Asidethe injury and the shock of los
his left hand, the Weber’s were thoroughly discouraged. He moudthger expect to support |
family by the trade in which he had been so succeskfiiwould have to start all over again,
find a way to earn a living with only one hand. Fortunatshjlihad his right hand, a good educat
and the good will of the whole community. He waskalsan to be an expert penman in a day w
good penmen were rare.

1842
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February 1842
Maria Biddle Visits Family in Tennessee

Maria devoted more time to church work, but she was not well. She Fapatite and
night, she would lie in bed, hour after hour, with her nerves tertsbexr eyes open until dawn.
She would fall asleep and doze fitfully until the bright syhtland the striking clock would tell
her that it was time to start another day.

Dr. Anson Henry told B. R. that Maria needed a complete ehahgcene. He suggest
that (as her parents had been urging her to bring the boys tdeisif he send Maria and the bc
to Tazewell as soon as possible.

The roads were still very bad in early February, sodediled to send them by boat—which
would be a complete change for Maria and an interestiggience for the boys. They
boarded one of the large Mississippi River boats @ Atid then changed at Cairo to a
smaller boat, which took them up the Ohio to the matittihe Tennessee River—and on to
Knoxville, where they were to be met by one of Mdratbers. There were many friendly
people, on the boats, who became acquainted with Mmaagh their interest in her
handsome, well-behaved boys; and they made heiptepsant one. She was almost happy
agairt’

When, at last, she reached her old home, with her fathéypout her, her mother took her

in her arms, and tears of happiness rolled down Mati@eks—with the consciousness of the
steadfast love and understanding that lives in thedfieame’s own family. As the days
passed, with them all about her, she forgot hersedfrdactd whole-heartedly into the family
activities.

Her boys were petted and humored so much, she wag #fey would be badly spoiled—
but they had been exceptionally well trained and humitiéng did not seem to effect them

at all. Elijah and Ruth were very happy to have timeityfall at home once more; and as
they sat in their chairs, on either side of the fimpllaughing at the young peoples jokes and
banter, they were pictures of the contentment applitess that middle age brings to those
who have lived wisely and well. They had plentysofvtnild’s goods for all of their needs:
they had many loyal slaves who served them well—&rtittmin their service: and they
had a family of highly respected sons and daughtersoatheir hearts were filled with
happiness and thanksgivihg.

Death of Elijah Evans
(1786-1842)

Maria’'s father, Elijah Evans, died in a fire at his house indGlaie County, Tennessee.

A few days after Maria arrived, tragedy struck herdativhen the Elijah Evans old hon
across the road from the Inn, suddenly burst into flames. T¥sg@o one in the house at the tit
and Elijah rushed into the burning building to save a box, in whidepeseveral thousand dolle
of paper currency. As he entered the burning buildingiadgiimber hit him and he fell unconscio
in the doorway.

He was carried across the road to the Inn and put to bed, sehile one rode to Tazew:
for one of his brothers-in-law who were both physicians. Theth came and did everythil

7 And This Is Our Heritagep. 71.
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possible to save Elijah’s life but their efforts werghout success ...Elijah’s death was so suc
and unexpected, Ruth was stunn€él...

From Elijah’s estate, Maria was given land and currencyséaer coin. Maria took he
silver to Springfield, and had it made up by a silversmith, ehgraved the initials B.M.B., fc
Benjamin and Maria Biddle. She was always very proud oiheer, and told her children that
had been made from silver coin that had belonged to their graadfaand that they must alwa
take care of it so that it would last as long as they lived.

Maria Biddle Returns to Springfield

When B. R. took Maria home, after her father's death, shedfdthat the rooms of the
house had been repapered and repainted and the furniture had beex cland. There was litt
left to remind her of the past—and of the little girl who wathvliem no more.

Angeline Biddle Atkinson Comes to Springfield

They had been home only a short time when B. Rivede letter from Angeline, saying
that she would like to bring her baby to visit hetilja—if some one could meet her at
Louisville, Kentucky. Her husband could bring her tliaabout the first of the next month,
and she was anxious to see her father and mothemwaatatl them to see her little boy.
Angelina was then only fifteen, even though shéheasother of a child more than a year
old and her letter sounded as though she were vergdickrfor her family in Illinois.

So B. R. arranged to meet her in Louisville and bringdwe.

Several days after she reached Springfield, Angalin®aria were sitting on the porch

knitting while they watched the boys playing near hgelide leaned toward her sister-in-
law and said: “I want to stay with you and B. R. sliwéyu won't send me away, will you? |
can't ever go back to Hendel Atkinson. B. R. was. righhould never have married him

and I'm never going back to live with him again.”

In 1842 respectable women did not leave their husbandsMaria could not believe that
she had heard correctly—so she said: “Does Hendettabyou're not goin’ back to him?”
Angeline replied: “No, | didn’t dare tell him. He wanit have let me bring the baby.” “But”
said Maria, “he toted you all the way to Louisvillggssyou could come home to see your
folks. Not many men would have gone to all thabteouist to please their wives. He must
be a likely husband, even if he is cross sometimewl”AAgeline replied: “Oh Maria, you
can’t understand, ‘cause you've never known a neahifit So here | am, and | hope that
B. R. will be willing for me to st&y.”

Maria told her that she thought they could make a plackdoand her little boy, in the
home, and that she would talk to B. R. about it.” When Bielard about Angeline’s trouble, he 1
only offered her a home but he wrote a letter to Hendahédk, telling him in plain English ju:
what he thought of hirft

Soon after Angeline came to Springfield, Mother Polly Biddiene in to spend sevetr
days®?

B. R. and Maria Biddle Purchase Lot on South Seventh Street near Jackson
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On March 15, 1842, B. R. and Maria purchased the propertyrkas Lot 10, Block Tw¢
of E. lles Addition to Town of Springfield. The property wasated on the west side of Seve
Street between Jackson and Capitol. The purchase was from Ninand\Elizabeth Edwards fi
the sum of $500. On the same date, they gave a mortgagehe$i®e Logan to secure a one-y
note for $250 to be paid with interest at 1%%.

The price of $500 would indicate that the property was mkedylunimproved and it woul
have been necessary for B. R. to build a house for his famitpat lot before they could mo
there. This would have taken a number of months and thes¢ahiesy would have moved wou
have been the fall of 1842.

However, if one examines the drawing below of the houseeBitiidle lot it encroache
on the adjoining lot to the north. It was not until Mayl844, that B. R. and Maria Biddle pe
$100 to John and Nancy Dickey to purchase that adjoining lamés 13 feet, 4 inches of the sol
side of lot 13, Block 2, of E. lles Addition to the City of Springfigd

My speculation is that the Seventh Street house was not beguthe 13 foot adjoining
strip was purchased. This would mean that at the eatliestonstruction would have begun in
Spring of 1844 and would have taken the summer season to certi@etouse. If correct, ti
Biddles did not leave the Fourth Street location until the falbdyevinter of 1844.

If the reminiscences of Esther Moreland Leithold aboutrttezaction between the Lincoli
and the Biddles on Fourth Street be true, the Biddles would hanepbesent between 1843 a
1844 while the Lincolns occupied the Fourth Street house. Tdutdwnean that the Biddles d
not move to the new Seventh Street house until the end of 1848rdnlaB44.

This validates Esther Moreland Leithold description inss@#b the possibility of the ever
related to be possible.

83 Sangamon County Deed Book, Book S, pp. 516-518.
8 Sangamon County Deed BooRook W, page 26. IRAD.
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incoln Home

In any event, the Biddle family did move to their new home orefit
Street, one block west of the future home of Abraham LinabEighth and Jackson Streets. ~
house was a much larger and better place in the then sub@psraffield. In December 1851
R. advertised the house for sale and gave the following desaripti
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OREGON!

The undersigned offers for sale the house and lot
which he resides, situated in E. lles’ addition, orck
2, Lot 10, and the south 13 feet lot 4. The hi
contains five rooms, with well-house, smoke house
wood-house attached; a vegetable cave with a 1
square building erected over it, a good stable, caad
and carriage shed—the yard is set with fruit
ornamental trees. The neighborhood | recommel
number 1.

B. R. Biddle
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Birth of Sarah Emma Biddle
(1842-1868)

On December 1, 1842, Sarah Emma Biddle was born to Maria aRd Biddle at thei
Fourth Street home in Springfield. She soon filled the plateeir hearts made vacant by the de
of Ellinorah®

1843-1844

The next two years were uneventful, happy, and busy ones for Bd Rlaxia. Maria wa:
busy with her church work and her home—which was alwaysdierpand with a larder well stocki
with food for her family—and the chance guests who frequérathpened in at mealtime. Her lit
boys and Emma were never neglected. She cared lithef@wn appearance, but kept herself \
dressed to please B. R. and the children.

Maria would be as pretty as she ever was if she veaddkm, and dress as nice as she did
when she was first married. B. R. gave Maria ailkedress at the same time as he gave me
this one; but, instead of wearin’ hers and lookig alcthe time, as she should, she goes

around in her old clothes and keeps her new dresavpay in the chest®”

B. R., like all of the members of his family, took gremtepin his personal
appearance. He was a conspicuous figure on #etsstf Carlinville and Springfield, where
his well tailored clothes, silk hat and polished boagethty with his quick step, and almost
military bearing, made him a person of striking appearan

Although he expected instant and unquestioning obedfemm his children, he
was a kind and indulgent parent. He read to themtalddthem stories of the thrilling
experiences of the early American pioneers—alwayisgtiessecessity for common sense
and courage. Physical courage in the face of danget moial courage in the face of
temptation. His stories often illustrated the fadtdharacter meant truthfulness, honesty
and justice (tempered by mercy). He impressed upon the necessity for them to have all
of these virtues if they expected to grow up todiesland gentlemen and Christians. He
told them that to have good manners without chanaeteto be like a fine red apple that was
rotten at the core. He was very particular aboutrttenners at table and taught them to use
their spoons and knives and forks properly, as sotbregsould sit up at the tafe.

Maria thought that he was unnecessarily strict abdduthsatters. B. R. said that
good manners were vital, for they were the surest andcomspicuous signs of good
breeding.

As Maria believed that a good wife always cooperdleldevhusband, she left the
disciplining of the children to him, and seconded alisfefforts. He insisted that the
children always say “yes-mam,” “no-mam” (or sir) spfeand “thank you” at the proper
times: so, under his strict training and kindly guidaheechildren were models of good
behavior—and B. R. was never so happy as when héroglisome of his friends home to
meet his charming family. The key to his successataettiied to be an example for them—
and they all adored him. He was kind and considefaiters, did not use liquor or tobacco
and never played games of chance—nor gambled. He¢hoeight that his deals in stocks or
real estate were a form of gambling. They werajgsttments—and there was an element
of risk in everything—even in life itself. He consideaetivic duty to buy stocks and bonds
in public utilities, such as railroads, canals, etcwthdt improve communities, stimulate
business and (theoretically) raise the price of landirmat the panic of 1837 there had been
very little money in circulation, and all kinds of imprognts were at a standstill; so stocks
and bonds were a drag on the market.

8 And This Is Our Heritagep. 77.
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The income from Maria’s inheritance bought some ofutkeries they enjoyed at this time.
Maria and her sisters had always been advised (bytitlear) to keep their property in their
own names; and to use only the income, so that theaigal could insure an independent
old age—and could then be passed on to their chiBlr&h, unlike most men of that time,
was willing for his wife to keep her property intact: iamehs only when some of his
investments failed temporarily, and Maria put some exbrzey in his pocket, that they
realized that she had a separate income. B. R. wagevarous (almost too generous) when
his investments were successful. He would give Madareoney for fine clothes for herself
and the children or for other extravagances he thoughteshe enjoy. Maria spent money
very carefully—and always had some left which sheaptfava rainy day.”

Maria had very definite ideas about the respect dwslzand from his wife. She believed
that a man should have the love, the respect andhtdience of all the members of his
household. She was intelligent and well read, andgiaidns of her own, which did not
always agree with those of her husband: but she questioned his statements before
others—not even before their own children: for, franpbiat of view, she could not have
done so without humiliating herself, as well as her hugtmasdch unladylike behavior.

While she had very definite opinions, which were usuallyethdt of good judgment or
experience, she seldom expressed her views abduhgnyit was not considered lady-like
for women to have very decided views about anythirigejowere supposed to be in accord
with their husbands (or other male members of timédyfg who, legally, did the thinking for
the entire family. Maria was always a lady. Marhiag) changed her from a lighthearted,
fun-loving girl to a serious-minded, self-effacing wareept when she was with her own
people in Tennessee—or with groups of women (suglitasy bees and sewing societies),
where she would become her natural self again atine tiée of the party. She had the gift
of bringing out the best in the people about her;vaas always a welcome guest at any
gathering?®

Marriage of Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd

On Friday, November 4, 1842, Abraham Lincoln married Mary TaudSpringfield,
lllinois at the home of Ninian W. Edwards and Elizabeth Edwards, Mary Todd’s.8iste

Abraham and Mary Lincoln Live at Globe Tavern

The newlyweded Abraham and Mary Lincoln rented a room in theeGllalern at 315 E
Adams St., from November 1842 until the fall of 1843. Their oldesRobert was born there.
the fall of 1843, they moved to a three-room cottage atStisth Fourth Street where they wi
neighbors of the Biddles.

88 And This Is Our Heritageop. 79-80.
8 Journal November 11, 1842, p. 6. Albert J. Beveridgbraham Lincoln, 1809-1858oston: Houghton Mifflin, 1928, vol. 1, pj
354-355.
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The Globe Tavern on the North Side of Adams Street Betweenifdhand Fourth Streets

1843
B. R. Biddle Makes Suit for Abraham Lincoln

In May 1843, while B. R. Biddle was working with John Irwin &bal, he made a suit f
Abraham Lincoln. Abraham would have been living at the Globe Tavern.

Tuesday, May 16, 18435pringfield, lllinois.

On May 16, 1843 his largest single day’s purchadseirds was made. The $45.37 total
included $32.50 for cloth, $3.87 for trimmings and$%&itor Benjamin R. Biddle for making
a suit for Mr. Lincoln. The suiting is described asyards of superior black cloth at $11 a
yard, and three yards of cassimere, a medium-weiglen cloth of soft texture, at $3%80.

Wednesday, May 31, 1843.aylorville, lllinois.

Lincoln buys toothbrush (25¢) and third-yard ofesébf¢) for his tailor Biddle, who is
evidently making alteratiofls.

Birth of Robert Todd Lincoln
(1843-1926)

On August 1, 1843, Robert Todd Lincoln was born, the first childbvham and Mar
Lincoln. He was born while the Lincolns lived at the Gldbgern. The noisy, crowded conditio
in the Globe did not make a homelike environment.

Soon after the birth, Mary’s father, Robert Todd, came tm8fpeld to visit them. He gav
Mary eighty acres of land near Springfield and arranged yoAtaaham $120.00 a year f
collecting claims from lllinois merchants, to whom he salttan goods. This made the Lincol
much more comfortable financially.
Fall 1843

Lincolns Move to Fourth Street

% Journal of the lllinois State Historical Society, 6. http:/dig.lib.niu.edu/ISHS/ishs-1955sprisb&-1955spring-065.pdirwin
Ledger and Journal, Abraham Lincoln Presidential laityr, Springfield, lllinois.
9 Jrwin Ledger and Journal, Abraham Lincoln Presidentidrary, Springfield, lllinois.
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In the fall of 1843, Abraham, Mary and Robert Lincoln moved toeethoom cottage at 21-
South Fourth Street where they were neighbors of the Bigfdles.

The Lincoln’s Rental Home on East Side of Fourth Street beeen Adams and Monroe

Maria had known Mary Lincoln slightly, for a number of yeansl Maria called on Mar
as soon as the Lincolns moved into the neighborhood, but theynexege intimate friends. B. f
and Abraham had been friends since Abraham first came to SpidngfieB37.

Maria Biddle Describes Relationship Between Mary and Abraham

Mary Lincoln...seemed to take a special delight in conimgdier husband, and humiliating
him on every occasion. The Lincolns were very potiijsatime, and Mrs. Lincoln was not
well: so, considering that she had her pride, heryoaed sickness to contend with, Maria
tried to excuse her rudeness for the sake of hedyand, who was all that could be desired as
a neighbor. Mary Lincoln belonged to the Episcopal Chatchis time, and had no patience
with the people who were responsible for all of gligious turmoil and it added greatly to
her natural nervousness and irritability. After liwvirghome where all of the manual work
was done by slaves, it was not easy for her to dawhdroasework and care for a little boy,
so she always expected her husband to look aftertRBbb) when he was not at the office
or busy with his law practice or politics.

Abraham Lincoln and B. R. Biddle

Lincoln milked his cow and bedded his horse in the barnviaatjust on the other side
the fence from the Biddle’s barn. This back fence, whiak @ommon to the two homes, was
usual meeting place where B. R. and Abraham would talk ovendatws of the day and whe
Abraham could find an attentive listener to his latestystdor he always had a story to illustre
everything they talked about—and he had a new one nearly @agts/

Sometimes Abraham would walk home with B. R. and atothe gate to finish their
conversation. But Mary always seemed to be wafohihgn, and as soon as he stopped,
would call impatiently: “Oh Abe! Abe! Come right homeehend take Bob.” Abraham
would smile and say: “I reckon the little woman getsydonesome, here at home all day.”
And off he would go to take Bob, who was usually lookihgfahe window and waiting for
him. Abraham’s homely face would light up with lowkhappiness at the sight of his son,
and he would lift him up in his strong arms and damyaround the house and yard, where
the child could see all sorts of wonderful and iniegethings?

9 The photo above, from 1886, shows only a portiothefGlobe; James T. Hickey established in 1963ttbuilding would have
been significantly larger when the Lincolns livégbite; read more in the Winter 1963 edition of therdal of the lllinois State
Historical Society (free registration required)n€lGlobe was demolished in the 1890s.

9 And This Is Our Heritagep. 80.

9 And This Is Our Heritagep. 82.

45




Benjamin Robert Biddle The Springfield, lllinois ¥ars (1830-1849)
Abraham Lincoln Buys Materials for His Tailor B. R. Biddle

Monday, December 18, 184 pringfield, Illinois.

Lincoln’s account is charged 70¢ for coat binding prdduyénis tailor Biddle for Lincoln’s
suit. He deposits $35 cash, and takes home 70¢ efartarchandisé®

Saturday, December 30, 184&ringfield, Illinois.

Lincoln’s banker-merchant, Robert Irwin, credits hirth $456 paid in by “Watts,” and $10.50
for six months’ interest on $175. Irwin charges hsuat&9.50 to pay for purchases of

Biddle, tailor, in Lincoln’s behalf.
1844

Lincolns Move to 8th and Jackson

On January 16, 1844, Lincoln signed a contract to purchase Revezd¢ssne on the
northeast corner of Eighth and Jackson Streets for $1,200 aashsamall lot worth $300.

Tuesday, January 16, 1844. Springfield, lllinois.

Lincoln writes and signs a memorandum in which he d@grpeschase a house in Springfield
from Charles Dresser, an Episcopal minister. Linaghees to pay Dresser $1,200, and to
transfer to him the deed to a building that Lincolrowns with Stephen T. Logan. The
Lincoln-Logan property is located “immediately WeshefPublic square.”

Friday, May 3, 1844. Springfield, IL.

Rev. Charles Dresser gives Lincoln deed to resideimmaln and S. T. Logan file deed
conveying “the east half of the west half of lot six ik fdageen” in Springfield to Dresser.

The Lincoln’s home was just a block east of the Biddle's SbvStreet house. The
remained neighbors until the Biddles left Illinois for the Padifbast in 1852.

B. R. and Maria Biddle Purchase Property Adjoining Their Home Progerty
On May 7, 1844, B. R. and Maria Biddle paid $100 to John amdyNRickey to purchas

land that adjoined the land where the Biddle house was locateduth Seventh Street. It was
feet, 4 inches of the south side of lot 13, Block 2, of E. lles Aaidit the City of Springfield’

% Jrwin Ledger, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librargpringfield, lllinois.
% |rwin Ledger, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librargpringfield, lllinois.
97 Sangamon County Deed Bodook W, page 26. IRAD.
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Abraham Lincoln Buys Cloth for Biddle to Make a Coat

Tuesday, June 25, 1844pringfield, lllinois.

Lincoln buys haberdashery: stock $1.25; two-and-gahds tweed cloth for Biddle, tailor,
and $1.75 for coat trimmirf§.

Thursday, December 26, 188pringfield, lllinois.
Lincoln’s account is debited $3.50 for money paididallB, tailor®®

Millerites Predict End of World

The “Millerites” were the followers of William Millerof New York, who had starte
preaching in 1831 about the second coming of Christ. He wasweilt educated man; but claim
to be a great Bible student, who had studied the chronolbthe Bible, and knew that the secc
coming of Christ and the end of time was at hand. Hefdlavers from all over the States, a
they were predicting that the faithful would ascend into ldeaand the Earth, with the wicke
would be destroyed some time between March 12 and 23, 1844. Straevillerites decided the
the exact date for the end of the world would be March 144,18% the preparations were spee
for the great event.

Maria Biddle’s housekeeper, Mrs. Brown, went abouivbek singing Hallelujahs and sacred
songs, — stopping occasionally to pray, — or to weepffiandsrwho would not prepare
themselves for the great day. She felt great sorrovshdngirought of Maria and the children
being numbered among the wicked, but Maria toldhHer@&od had His own way of saving
those who loved Him; and she felt sure that, even thhaghvere not of the same faith, they
would all meet in Eternity.

On March the 13th, Mrs. Brown came, for the last ttmejash and iron and clean the house
thoroughly; so that, on the last day, there shoulathéng left undone for which she might

be held accountable. Late in the afternoon, MrewB put on her ascension robe, to make
sure that it was all properly finished and readyhéogteat occasion. The robes had been
made to look like the robes artists painted on angéisy hung straight from the shoulders
to the floor—and were long enough to cover theindebey rose in the air. Mrs. Brown was
rather stout to wear an angel’s robe becomingly albuhings considered, it seemed an
appropriate costume for the occasion.

A heavy wind was blowing and Mrs. Brown was afrajdathahe ascended in the air, the
wind might blow her robe about and expose her lepe teinners watching below. Such an
eventuality was unthinkable to the modest Mrs. Browshealecided to put a drawstring
through the hem at the bottom of her robe, which shllull tight, as she felt herself rising.
There would be no possibility of exposing any partrofiogtal body as she floated upward
to immortality.

The next day she fasted and prayed, as she walexdiveir Millerites, in the cemetery where
they would be near their dear ones who would bedraime their graves when Gabriel blew
his trumpet and where they could all be gathered upa&ed to heaven together. It was a
strange day— There had been practically no busiaesacted for several days, and there
was a decided religious revival in all of the churchéss attention of the whole community
was centered on the wickedness of man, the uncenaiifg; and the need of immediate
and continual preparation for death.

% Irwin Ledger, Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibrarSpringfield, Illinois.
% Irwin Ledger, Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibrarySpringfield, Illinois.
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The Millerites waited long and patiently for the comingetbrd, until, at last, they were
driven home by cold and hunger— still believinghthabur was at hand, and expecting each

day to be called.

1845

B. R. Biddle Secretary of Mechanics’ Union City School

Journal Thursday, May 29, 18481

100 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 80-81.
11 Journal, Thursday, May 29, 1845, p. 3.
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Application for admission and payment of tuition ynae made to Mr. Sheldon, principal of the male
department, of to Mr. B. R. Biddle, secretary of Bward of Trustees, at his shop south side of thdigpub
VTXDUH

In giving notice of the commencement of another yier, Trustees, embrace the opportunity of expressir
their gratitude to the public, on behalf of the Matka Union, for the very liberal patronage that has bee
extended to both departments of the school. Therarpnt of establishing a school, at such reduced odte
tuition as those adopted by the Union, having tlauspfoved successful, placing the means of instmcti
within the reach of all, or nearly all, who are disgbs® extend the blessings of education to theidobn
and wards, it is not doubted that the public wilhtoue to appreciate the object, and freely contrilblé
LOQIOXHQFH WR LWV SHUPDQHQF\ DQG XVHIXOQHVV .

It is not designed by the Mechanics’ Union to makesttigool a source of revenue. The entire proceeds
the school will be appropriated to its support, resgrtiarely sufficient to meet the incidental expensesh

as fuel, repairing of rooms, &c. Five orphan childhatve had gratuitous instructions, during the peat,
and of it is the intention of the Union to continagelarge a number of that unfortunate class inched as
FLUFXPVWDQFHY ZLOO SHUPLW .

As the impression prevails, to some extent, thatgthool is intended exclusively for the benefit lué t
children of the members of the Mechanics’ Union, the Besstake this occasion to say that no preference
given to any--the children of all enjoying equalwvilgges, and equal efforts being employed for the
LQWHOOHFWXDO DQG PRUDO LQVWUXFWLRQV WR DOO .

A sufficient number of competent teachers will be kygd to assist the principals, in the tuition ofya
QXPEHU RI SXSLOV WKDW PDVWRHWKWDNY B ® B/0lHQ MXK/ KV VFK ZR O O

. 7JUXVWHHV .-RKQ &RQQHOO\.6 6 -QBRBINVHEHY .0 LIFERHK
6SULQJILHOG 0D\

B. R. Biddle Tailor for Abraham Lincoln

Monday, February 10, 1845. Springfield, lllinois.

Lincoln’s account is charged $3.12 for trimmings takebyuBiddle, Lincoln’s

102

tailor!

192 |rwin Ledger, Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibrarySpringfield, Illinois.

49

GRQH
FN.



Benjamin Robert Biddle The Springfield, lllinois ¥ars (1830-1849)
Wednesday, October 15, 1845

Lincoln’s tailor, Biddle, buys cloak trimmings ($2.38)arging to Lincoln’s
account?”

Letters From Harriett Campbell in Oregon Territory

B. R. Biddle’s sister, Harriett, who had married Hamml@ampbell, was living in Oregc
Territory where they served as missionaries at the Jasetnidian Mission.

The Indian Mission, that they had gone to serve had met withrges, and had be
abandoned soon after the death of Jason Lee, in 1845. ThdiCMfssionaries were mostl
French, and understood the half-breeds and Indians betterhéhdnethodists did, so when t
Catholics founded a Mission on the north side of the ColuRlver they took many converts fro
the Lee Mission and created much discontent among those whaeeimai

In 1845 Hamilton Campbell bought most of their livestock mmodred them to his place
the Chehalem Valley where he expected to go into the stsikgdusiness. Harriett then wrc
long letters to her family in lllinois, telling of the woerd of the Willamette Valley in Oregon. S
encouraged the Biddles to think about moving to where there spportunities open to settlers
that Territory.

Slavery

Another subject that was being discussed throughoUmntba was the subject of slavery.
The people of lllinois were having continual trouble &lbloe fugitive slaves that escaped
from Missouri and Kentucky; and realized that somethimgd have to be done about the
matter before many years. B. R. and Maria undetdtamseriousness of the situation better
than many of their friends; for they sometimes webbht, to Knoxville, when they visited
her family in Tennessee: and on those river baa8outhern waters, they heard the slave-
owners talk, and knew how bitterly they resented (hna called) Yankee interference in
their affairs. They firmly believed that every Stateahright to make its own laws for the
management of its own internal affairs; and that thedfeg@evernment had no right to
interfere; and must limit its law making to mattertingléo inter-state questions and foreign
relations. B. R. and Maria had been raised in Shtates; but their families had never
believed in slavery as an institution.

Since their marriage they had lived in lllinois, whath ever been a Slave State, although
there had been a few slaves there until about 184%e\swere able to view the subject with
unprejudiced minds: and were sure that slavery voeuddbolished, sooner or later, over the
whole nation. The logical way for this to be done wakddfederal Government to buy the
slaves and give them their freedom. A large pdmt @fealth of the Southern States consisted
of slaves, who furnished their owners with free labtheplantations: or, if they were not
needed at home, they could be hired out and theepwwould collect their wages. Many of
the slave-owners would have been willing to sell thais b the Government, and then hire
them, as wage-earners, on their plantations: butitbeght that the Yankee agitators, who
tried to incite the slaves to insubordination, were awagsace to peace than slavery itself.
There were other Southerners who would never be withinfigee their slaves for any
compensation the Government might give. They had acqthiedd slaves (like other
property) by purchase or inheritance, and, havirgysliwed under the system of slavery,
were quite sure that they could not live properly witthe service no free people would give.
They thought they had a moral right to keep their slaarel quoted the Bible to those who
guestioned them. There were those, too, in many dfébeStates, who believed that slavery
was so wrong, any slaveholder must be an evil persasheuid not be compensated by the
Government, if it took something from him that was morallpgvior him to own. These

18 Jrwin Ledger and Journal, Abraham Lincoln Presideal Library, Springfield, Illinois.
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people were very numerous and out-spoken; and wdouéVerything possible to keep the
Members of the House of Representatives from apjatiqpy money for the purchase of
slaves from their owners— even if the Federal Goeptmould be willing to settle the matter
that way. There was even talk of war between the Slates and the Federal Government.
It did not seem possible that the grandchildren of the wie had fought to free America
and establish the Union, could war among themseldedeatroy that union; but men were
hot-headed, and there were times when it seemedithaa $hing might happen. Perhaps if
war did come, just as Henry and Robert were reachaminond, they would be called to
carry arms against their own people, of the Stuth.

It would be much better for them all to go West anddeahis turmoil behind than to have
their fine boys carried off to fight against their ovgh #i@d blood. And so B. R. and Maria
thought longingly of the home that could be foundedeithst—far from the bitterness and
political confusion that threatened to engulf them.Cardwell and Mary thought the same
way about the matter. Father and Mother Biddlegna@n too old to attempt the hazardous
journey; and B. R. would not consider leaving thenewtely needed him and depended on
him 105

Maria, too, dreaded leaving her mother and all of her pedptewould be practically los
to her forever—if she went so far away.
1846

Birth of Matilda “Puggie” Biddle
(1846-1927)

Matilda “Puggie” Biddle was born to B. R. and Maria on Februaryl836, in Springfiels
lllinois.1% Matilda resembled her father more than any of the other ehildFhere seemed eve
possibility of her developing the Biddle nose, which safithem considered a badge of aristoci

Her Cousin James called her Puggie, and that is what shewas &nown as -- Puggie Biddle.
Birth of Edward Baker Lincoln
(1846-1850)

On March 10, 1846, Mary and Abraham Lincoln had another boy, antdabenamet
Edward Baker, after Lincoln’s friend Edward Dickenson Baker.

Springfield Delegate for the State Temperance Convention

B. R. Biddle was listed among delegates from Springfield foiStiate Temperance
Convention on February 23, 1845.

104 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 85-86.

105 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 86-87.

106 And This Is Our Heritagepp.83 and 37.
107 Journal March 5, 1846, p. 2.
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Journal Thursday, March 5, 18488

B. R. Biddle Advertises Shop for Rent on Public Square

7R 7TDLORUYV

The subscriber has for rent, on the public squarkisncity, a shop with two rooms, put up
expressly for a Tailor's shop, and is among the findst Btate, furnished and finished with
every convenience for a Tailor to commence business &nerehave no hesitation in saying
there is as fine an opening in this city at this tima fiost rate Tailor, who is asty(?) and
competent to do fashionable business, as here is istdite. Applications addressed to the
VXEVFULEHU LPPHGLDWHO\ ZLOO PHHW ZLWK IDYRU

% 5 %LGGOH 6SULQJIFHOG $XJ

B. R. Biddle Secretary of Sangamon County Temperance Union

Journal Thursday, September 17, 18486.

108 Journal Thursday, March 5, 1846, p. 2.
19 Journal, Thursday, October 1, 1846, p. 3.
10 Journal, Thursday, September 17, 1846,p. 1.

52




Benjamin Robert Biddle The Springfield, lllinois ¥ars (1830-1849)

7HQ 'ROODUYV 5HZDUG

The above reward will be given for any information that
lead to the discovery and conviction of the person or pers
who broke, or were instrumental in breaking, the glass in
EXLOGLQJ RI WKH OHFKDQLF\RBOQHW %\ RUGHL

% 5 %LGGOH GHPRWHWDU PSULQJIILH(
Journal Thursday, September 17, 1848.

Henry Yeakle at B. R. Biddle’s Former Shop on East Side of State House

Journal Thursday, October 22, 18482

By the fall of 1846, B. R. Biddle was no longer engaged in fle@itay business. Henry
Yeakle was his successor
1847

B. R. Biddle President of Mechanics Union
Solicits for School Teachers

.7TR 6FKRRO 7THDFKHUV

A Gentleman and Lady, competent to teach a goodmemm
School and also, the higher branches usually taughtale and
female Academies, can obtain a very desirabletgituan this city,

upon application to the undersigned, either personally letter,

postage paid. The building of the “Springfield Maaics’

Union,” will be leased for the term of one year or eyat a very
reasonable annual rent; and it is believed that ithat®n is as
eligible, and the prospect of a large and permangmd@, in either
department--as flattering, as at any other point inStade. The
house central, being on the second block from thte ${ause,
(centre of the city,) and adjoining the first Preskgie Church,--
and contains two large rooms, one on the first and mné¢he

second floor, capable of accommodating from eightyone

hundred pupils each, both well finished, well lightand furnished
with stoves, desks, heats(or seats/neats?), &c., avileperate
entrance to each room. Satisfactory references dmtaater and
qualification, will be required, and such further imfation as may
be desired, will promptly be given.

$GGUHVV.% 5 %LGGOH.
BUHVLGHQW OHFKDQLFVY 8QLRQ.6SUL! LHOG ,00

111 Journal Thursday, September 17, 1846 p. 3.
12 Journal Thursday, October 22, 1846, p.1.
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Journal Thursday, February 4, 18413

113 Journal Thursday, February 4, 1847, p.1.
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B. R. Biddle Participates in Workingmen’s Meeting at Mechanics Hll

Journal Thursday, April 1, 18474

Henry Yeakle Operates Tailoring Business
East of State House: Biddle Former Site

Journal Thursday, April 8, 184715

% 5 %LGGOH OHPEHU RI WKH :KLJ 3DUV

B. R. Biddle was mentioned as part of the Whigs who were tryingetec¢-Zachary
Taylor and Millard Fillmorée'1®

Journal Thursday, April 8, 184717

1848

Death of Benjamin Biddle
(1776-1848)

Benjamin Biddle, B. R.’s father, died in 1848\acoupin County, lllinois

114 Journal Thursday, April 1, 1847, p. 2.
15 Journal Thursday, April 8, 1847, p. 1.
116 Journal April 1, 1847, p. 2; also April 15, 1847, p. 2.
17 Journal Thursday, April 8, 1847, p. 3.
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B. R. Biddle Active Citizen of Springfield: Plans to Go to Oregon Teitory

In 1848, Benjamin R. Biddle was a 40 year-old resident ah&ipeld, lllinois. By trade
he was a tailor, but he no longer practiced that tradewdseactive in community affairs, servi
as President of the Mechanics’ Union, trustee of the Spriddigy School and being a member
the temperance movement. In politics, he was a Whig.

For some time, B. R. Biddle had talked of going west toQregon Territory where hi
sister and her husband lived. The death of his father publedream to the forefroAt® He
decided to go in the spring of 1849. He wanted to see for liihd®e country was as beautif
and well adapted for home making as it was representbé.toHe planned to take a load
merchandise with him, with which to pay the expenses of theTtipn, if he could make the prog
arrangements, he would return in the spring of 1851 for his family.

B. R. Biddle Advertises His House and Building on Square For Sale

Journal Saturday, August 12, 1848,

B. R. Biddle Raises Funds for Celebration

Journal Wednesday, November 15, 1848.

118 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 84-85.
19 Journal Saturday, August 12, 1848, p. 4
120 Journal Wednesday, November 15, 1848, p. 3.
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1849

Lincoln Declines Offer For Appointment as Governor of Oregon Teritory

Oregon Territory was being rapidly settled, and the piene&re expecting to have
Territorial Governor appointed by the next President. Tibads of Abraham Lincoln were anxio
for him to have the appointment, as he seemed to be e$pgailified to govern a new territor
Some of his enemies were also anxious to see him sent@rathe States; where he was becon
a person of importance, and those who disliked his ideasoaigth manners feared his influen
But Lincoln, himself, had never asked for the position; and whensitoffared to him he decline
and recommended a friend for the office. It was said tisawifie refused to go to Oregon as ¢
believed in his political future in the States.

B. R. Biddle Changes Plans to Go to Oregon Territory
Plans to Go to California Where Gold Had Been Discovered

In 1849, gold was discovered in California. As stories offabelous riches found alor
the Western streams reached the States, Oregon Territsrglmvast forgotten by the mad rush
gold seekers streaming westward to California.

Some started at once by boat, going “around the"Hwracross the Isthmus of Panama, in
the hope of getting a boat on the Pacific side. T¢aisg over-land could not start until the
following spring. People forgot about the financial andcpbliroblems of the time in the
intoxicating dreams of wealth and adventure thatstmenglated by the stories (brought in by
each western mail) of the fabulous riches to be founkdeimbuntains and streams of
California.

B. R. Biddle had initially planed on going to the Oregenrifory where his sister and
brother-in-law were living. When he heard of the galddian California, he decided to go
there instead. In the few months before spring, he pw@ftairs in order, so that his family
could live in comfort while he was away.

Biddle Weber and Company: Second Presbyterian Church Members

When the news of the discovery of gold in California redc®pringfield, B. R. and Jof
Weber decided to go to California together. Weber had finisreesvdiik of copying the lllinoit
State Records and was anxious to invest his savings in somdthaing/ould bring quick an
abundant returns. B. R. and Weber knew nothing about mioirgpfd, but they knew that all wt
went to California for gold would have to buy supplies. Th& tores near the mines would re
a greater harvest than the miners themselves.

When their friends heard of their intention, they too warite join them. Before the
started, three other members of the Second Presbyterian Glagkretiranged to become memb
of the Firm of Biddle, Weber and Company, to engage in theamtie business in Californi:
Other members of the Company were:

Augustus Eastman a young man in his twenties, who had come with his pamfitsbis
from Maine in 1836. He had youth, enthusiasm, and enough mobay tas outfit and pay for hi
portion of the goods to be transported.

Lewis Johnson whose wife died a short time before. He longed for a changem sac
action. He too had money to invest and was well liked by the ptembers of the firm.
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John B. Watsonwas the oldest man taken into the partnership. He was bdouth
Carolina in 1800, and was 49 years old. His businessyabiihd his experience while a surve)
and engineer of the Great Western Railroad, made him a valnebier of the expedition.

They delegated B. R. Biddle and John Weber to go to St. Louis @4togk of merchandis
for a mining community. They were to have it sent by baatund the Horn to San Francis
They each filled a wagon with stock that they could takerland. They knew, by Harrie
Campbell’s letters, that flour, dried fruit, and other marchse were shipped from Chili, Mexi
and the Sandwich Islands, and could be bought at the wharfs Fr&aisco.

Much property changed hands during the winter and early spriagdiabout Springfielc
as men sold or mortgaged their holdings, to raise money to finheicdrips to the Western go
fields. They planned and worked feverishly so as to be readsrtaas soon as the grass bega
grow in the spring—for they had to have feed for their stock alongdlye w

Farm products had been very cheap for several years afadrtiezs along Lick Creek we
much discouraged. Many of them were planning to join the pantgdoiCalifornia so the subje
of migrating to the West was discussed with even more sitdran the ever-present problem
slavery.

Formation of the lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance Company

B. R. Biddle and a group of 20 citizens formed The lllinois anif@@aia Mining Mutual
Insurance Company for the purpose of travelling to Californiderverland trail and supplyinc
the gold miners. Biddle acted as the secretary. They woufdaopading post in the hills west «
Redding.

B. R. Biddle’s Financial Arrangements

It took all of B. R.’s available cash to buy his outfit drigl share of the merchandise to
shipped to San Francisco.

He also had to insure his mother, Mary, a good home. Hisrfaad only a life interest
the farm on which they lived. So B. R. deeded his remaintiest to his mother and she, in tu
deeded it by contract to Thadius and Malvina Evans. In turrEwhas’ promised to provide h
mother with a certain room and furniture, heat and food and éhgiv the best of care during |
lifetime. In exchange for such services, Thadius and Malviare to receive the whole farm at 1
death of Mary (Polly) Biddle.

After this agreement was drawn up, signed and recordé&d, iiew that his mother wou
have the best of care as long as she lived. However, she did not.\iRrtbBeave her.

B. R. also made provisions for Maria and the four childrenwiald remain in Springfielc
They must be taken care of until he could send them money from tste We

He had to mortgage some of his property to get money typ ltianruntil he became locate
in Californial?* Maria, who always associated the word mortgage witlstdisacould scarcely kee
back her tears when she signed the papers. But she nevargpeeite wisdom of B. R.’s plans-
after he had once made a decision. She tried to coopatiatkim in every way, even though s
felt that the world was slipping out from under her. BwRs sure that she would have no finan
worries while he was away for he would leave money for thenediate needs. He expected

128 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 88-89.
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rents from the farmlands and the notes that would fall duegatar intervals would keep them
comfort1?2

B. R. Biddle Buys a Diary and Telescope

B. R. bought a diary in which to keep a daily record of bisrjey and a telescope 1
scanning the country (for Indians, etc.) as they rode alongdihe tr

Preparations to Leave For California

As the time for leaving drew near, there were abdytrhen, and a few women and children,
ready to join the party for California. Among them wasuag man, named Sam, who was
anxious to drive an ox team and work his way to ttdiglis, so they took him with them
to handle one of the teams and help care for thek.sto

Their equipment was the best that could be obtained-sixviiken for each wagon and four
extra oxen for emergencies. Each wagon carried fivaisbaf grain from which they could
feed the stock, sparingly, until the grass was higgtetmsatisfy their hunger. The barrels
were to be used later for carrying water when thegeztdhe Great Desert. They carried
smoked, dried and salted meat, dried fruits and J#gstaickles, flour, sugar, tea, coffee,
and other food to last six or eight months. Mariath@ather men’s wives baked chickens,
bread, pies and cakes for the men to eat on theléiys of their journey. Maria also made
two large fruit cakes, which would furnish a littlerjufor them when they were far from
home and the good things they were in the habit afdemitheir tables. She had also knitted
socks and gloves and a nice warm scarf for B. Rctlrshe had done everything she could
think of that might add to his comfort and safety:dsithe time drew near for them to leave,
she worried more and more about the dangers of suahd@ntaking. She remembered the
stories her parents and grand- parents had toldbat pioneer hardships; and she was sure
that she should have made a greater effort to havikikeat home: but she knew that nothing
she could have done would have stopped him. Skeghéer fears to herself and went about
her work with a tranquility that surprised every onegdinglherself.

The day before he left, B. R. sat down to talk withchildren and said: “Now children, Pa
is going away, for a long time, and is expecting you tataekef Ma while he is gone. Aunt
Angeline will be near you; and Uncle Will Cardwell, Andt Mary will come once in awhile;
but you will be here all of the time, and you will leeotiies to look after her every day. You
are almost twelve, Henry, and Robert is ten—so it beolihg before you'll be grown up.
I'll expect you to do the work | planned for you—agld Ma in every way you can. | want
you to write to me often, to San Francisco; and tedvaigthing that happens at home. And
Emma, a little girl six years old can help her mother ¥au can wipe the dishes, and help
keep the house clean—and watch Puggie, so’s shgetviod mischief. Now | want you all
to remember everything I've told you—and be goddtetiwhile I'm gone—and mind Ma.
I'll try to bring you all something nice when | come hoed remember, if you are very

good, and do everything I've told you, you'll be verydngyhe time won’t seem long>

122 And This Is Our Heritagep. 87.
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Elijah lles Thanked For Donation of Hay

A meeting of the lllinois and California Mutual Insurance @amies No. 1 and 2 adopt
a resolution thanking Major E. lles for a liberal donation of hay

Journal Tuesday, March 6, 18494
Journal Wednesday, March 28, 1849, p. 3

124 Journal, Tuesday, March 6, 1849, p. 3.
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The First Trip West (1849-1851)

lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance Company Leaves For California

The lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance Compa

Leave this city, for their destination, at two o’clodeyto They
seem to be well prepared for their arduous undertaking.

Our townsmen will see in this list many of our old céligleats and
valuable citizens. Others are from the county. Aytbam are
farmers, mechanics and professional men. Our bestsngshwith
them. May they realized their hopes and return fietyséo their
families and friends.

There are two other companies formed here, which @ilelsoon.

1$0(6 2) 7+( 0(0%(56 % $ :DW
KLWH $OEHUW 6DWWOH\ ( )YXOOH#
6PLWK % ' B5HHYHV P 2GHQKHLP#
&DEDQLVV 7 %LOOVRQ /HZLV 5RKKQ
Journal Tuesday, March 27, *RGJIH V” -DFRE 8KOHU % 5 -RK®
1849125 :DWVRQ ) 6 'HDQ 7KRPDV - :KLWHK

Sam and one of the other men left that morning, March 27, withok teams and th
covered wagons. B. R. and John Weber waited to spendaneeday and night with their familie
B. R. Biddle Leaves For California

On March 28, 1849, B. R. Biddle and John Weber set out from Siptthépr California.
They knew that by starting early that morning, they could catch thptiné wagons before dark.

B. R. and John Weber rode horses so that they could be on theutbakd study the tra
over which they expected to return after they had made traines. They did not expect the g
rush to last more than a year or two: but if the WessOwoas all that it was represented to be, 1
hoped to take their families out there later.

Maria and Sarah Weber stood at the gate with their childfédrrough tear-dimmed eye
they watched their husbands ride down the road on prancing dikedsights of old going fortt
to conquer the mysteries and dangers of an unknown Wdrld.

Maria decided that she would not need Mrs. Brown'’s help while BaR.away. She the
had all of the sewing, mending, knitting, weaving, house alganvashing, ironing, cooking, at
baking to do and had little time to think of herself and her loas#’

125 Journal Tuesday, March 27, 1849, p. 2.
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Meeting of Illinois and California Mutual Insurance Companies No. 1 and 2
+HOG DW (QFDPSPHQW.

On the evening of March 28, 1849, the lllinois and Californigld! Insurance Compani
No. 1 and 2 held a meeting at their encampment on the Nativdisterre, Jacksonville, Morge
lllinois. They adopted a resolution thanking the citizeh$pringfield for their help and goc
wishes expressed to those going west in the Company. B. BleBigs the secretary of tl
Company:?8

. At a meeting of the lllinois and California Mutu
Insurance Companies No. 1 and 2, held at t
encampment on the North Mauvisterre, on the eveuwifir
the 28th March, 1849, the following resolutions w:
DGRSWHG YL] . .

Resolved, That the citizens of Springfield by theimm:
acts of kindness towards us whilst preparing to sta
our expedition to California, and for their good véisiso
fully expressed from time to time, and especially wl
they gave us their parting hand as we left our hohwes
merited from us some public expression of our gratit
DQG WKDQNV .

Resolved, That we tender to them our heartfelt théork
all their kindness towards us, and hereby ple
ourselves to them, that we will be careful not to dg
thing whilst absent to render us unworthy of tF
kindness and confidence, or cause them to feehaesth
DW DQ\ WLPH RI XV DV WKHLU It

Resolved, That the editors of the lllinois Journad ¢he
State Register be requested to publish t
UHVROXWLRQV . .

I 9
Journal Saturday, April 7, 1849 % $ :DWVRQ 3UHVIW . %

B. R. Biddle Writes Newspaper From Pike
County, lllinois

On April 2, 1849, Biddle and his company crossed the lllinois Rividaptes, lllinois,
about 90 miles west of Springfield. He wrote home about fegress. Barre, Pike County is
likely Barry, Pike County, Illinois, which would have been about 9@srfrom Springfield. They
would have had to cross the lllinois River to get to Barry.

128 And This Is Our Heritage S ..
129 Journal Saturday, April 7, 1849, p. 3.
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Mr. B. R. Biddle, of one of the California Companie
which have left this town, writes to us under date
"%DUUH 3LNH &RXQW\ $SULO

“We have all got along well. Our men a
cheerful. We crossed the lllinois river at Naples, a
ferried four miles. Our waggons and teams i
complimented. Our men have proved that they c
work in water and out of it, and the remark was raad
JournglSaturday, April 7, 18450 the river, after we had pulled the wagons out ahtlok
and water, that if any persons got to California,

Arrival in St. Louis would.”

When they arrived in St. Louis, they all went into the aityether, where they met the
partners, bought additional supplies, and started by boat, up theuMiBéver to St. JosepH?

Arrival in St. Joseph, Missouri

On April 27th, they arrived by boat in St. Joseph, Missetrrethey planned to disemba
and meet their other lllinois friends who would be waitingoin their train for the two thousar
mile trek across the wilderness to the “Promised Land.” |&\aiting at St. Joseph, they bou
more supplies and repacked their wagons.

William B. Broadwell B. A. Watson

W. P. Smith Jacob Uhler
William Odenheimer E. Fuller

Henry Dorar E. T. Cabaniss

T. Billson Lewis Johnson

B. D. Reeves John Rodham
Richard Hodge Benjamin Taylor

B. R. Biddle J. B. Weber

J. B. Watson F. S. Dean

Albert Saterly Thomas Whitehurst

Register Monday, May 14, 18492
Second Presbyterian Church Members

Those who joined them at St. Joseph were friends from lllenaiswere known to be
substantial citizens. In fact they were nearly all membfettsecSecond Presbyterian Church of
Springfield, who were carrying their Christianity with thenoittie wild west. They were
temperate men too, who used liquor for medicinal purposes only. THditlespatience with the
human derelicts they sometimes met along the way.

Leave St. Joseph, Missouri

When they were ready to start moving from St. Joseph, tineqarsisted of 35 or 40 me
five or six women and a few children. They traveled with twevdgons and a number of men

130 Journal Saturday, April 7, 1849, p. 2.
181 And This Is Our Heritagep. 91.
132 Registey Monday, May 14, 1849, p. 2.
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horseback and with packhorses and mules to carry their equiiprbey were all equipped wi
the best outfits that money and careful planning could secure.

B. R. Chosen Captain of Party

B. R. with his partners and their guide formed the nucleusqgfahty, and B. R. was chos
Captain. Among them were many well-educated men and tredesa doctor and dentist,
minister, a blacksmith, a wagon maker, and others who, hdived) in a pioneer country, cou
turn their hands to any necessary or useful work.

Occasionally small parties would ask permission to stopnilet at their camp, or to trav
with them for a day or two for the protection afforded byrgdaarty. B. R. would not countenar
any drinking. A drunken man was a dangerous man on the trail.

Occasionally, they met Indians who asked for food,apuchammunition. They always gave
them small quantities of food, but never gaveagdiett arms or ammunition. Their guide
could speak the language of several of the Indiananbesould talk to others by a common
sign language. B. R. and John Weber had also knmaliank when they were young. They
understood them well enough to meet them in friendsMpst of the Indians would look
into their wagons, examine their stock, ask for bactiour—and then go their way. B. R.
always gave them something. In return, they gaveutgmvaluable information about the
country through which they were passing—and trehtrad.

Once five or six Indians on horseback joined them add adong with them all day. The
trail wound through mountainous country, with hogks (behind which Indians could easily
have been hiding) dotting the landscape on bothdfitles road. Every one in the party was
nervous and alert, but before sundown, the Indiangduoff to the right, rode down a dry
ravine and left them.

That night they feared an attack, and the usuatl gues doubled. Those who slept kept
loaded guns within reach—and the wagon containing aiomwais placed where it would
be most accessible in case of trouble. Howevdndiens did not molest them. Perhaps
their guests of the day had been friendly Indiantiegshad claimed—or they may have
decided that the company was too well armed and ceddaitall an easy pray to an attsck.

While B. R., and his party, treated the Indians with great ksgjrtbey always gave ti
impression that they were not afraid, and were always reauyable to defend themselves
necessary. Indians seldom made an attack unless they weneat@gsure of success.

B. R. Biddle’s Journal: St. Joseph to Sacramento

B. R. Biddle kept a daily diary of the journey from St.eJisto Sacramento. It begins
the prairies with two letters covering the period May 7thiay 19th. The main narrative descrit
the entire period from June 11th to September 19th. A shonplesnpntary series of article
entitled “Winter Quarters”, is in sharp contrast totilaél journey as here Biddle confronts the “ble
winter”, closing on a subdued note at Christmas Eve, 1849.

To enliven the repetitive nature of the daily journaliestrB. R. Biddle comments on soc
issues, such as relations with other migrants (genegalbd), contacts with Indians (mos
peaceful), a US army commander (drunkard) and sundry residlents the route. Unexpect
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details, such as a baptism by immersion, and a migrant Dagtygye Artist add interest to tl
narrative!*
MAY 1849

Monday, May 7, 1849—Received a delegation from a company from Dayton, Qhiich desired to joir
us, and organize as one company— which was agreadddhey were to come up with us on the march.
left camp at 10 A. M. at the sound of the bugle, amgldhy passed 128 ox teams—encamped on the pt
having traveled 12 miles.

Tuesday, 8th—Passed an Indian Mission; some improvements—horse bfaltksmith shop, and farr
carried on by government, and a school, in which tivere between 30 and 40 Indian children. It was evi
the natives were making but slow progress in civilizatgrowing out of their repugnance to labor. Trave
16 miles and encamped.

Wednesday, 9th—Some rain; traveled 8 miles and encamped on abrdrad to pack our wood nearly
mile; 85 oxen and six mule teams passed us.

Thursday, 10th—Some dark clouds hanging about the horizon. Statt@dA. M.; groves of timber nea
indicating water; camped at 5 P. M., on a fine creeldem®8 miles. The Ohio company having joined u:
B. Watson was elected general superintendent, andvisoadcommittee appointed to assist him. We pa:
a very fine dog, which had given out.

Friday, 11th.—Signs of rain; started at 7 A. M.; showers of ranossed Nimehaw, a beautiful stream, w
rocky bottom and timber on its margin. This is a gace for emigrants. Here we saw a fresh grave—
man from St. Louis, who had been long in ill health. rigsteee about had bits of paper fastened to tt
written upon, informing emigrants and friends thatwhigers were well and had passed this point— trav:
23 miles and encamped.

Saturday, 12th Some clouds, cold; started at 7 A. M.; passed aal de partly skinned; came to |

encampment where many things had been left, and aniagnt up. We crossed three tributaries today.
Ohio friends broke a wagon tongue by the runningyasfdhe cattle; no farther damage done. Timber or
creek elm, and had bad fires. Traveled 21 miles.

Sunday, 13th The morning bright and beautiful. 28 wagons encampi¢h us last night.— The day hi
passed very pleasantly. 130 wagons have passedays W@ find that a majority of the teams travel o
Sabbath, what the result will be on their teams, the eligpmeve. There is a family of children in can
tonight; the little creatures are playful and happy.

There were a train of 34 wagons passed today inhwkére Mr. Leviston and lady and two children (forme
Miss Woodson of Springfield.) Their wagon was beailitifarranged, and as neat as a parlor. The laaksl
well and appears as if at home. B.R. B.

P. S.Tuesday 15th All well, and moving on well, we are eight miles abavhere the Independence rc
strikes ours, and 140 miles from St. Joseph.

FROM THE PLAINS
109 Miles West of St. Joseph,
May 13, 1849

We are now on the great prairie—nothing to relieve fenotony of the view but a few small grow
indicating watering places. The prairies of lllinois areergarden spots in magnitude compared to this ¢
plain. This would be a beautiful county if timber waenty. We have seen but few Indians. They t
stolen some cattle, but they were all recovered. We &strong guard at night. No accident has yet hapi
to us, and we get along with as little difficulty as atlyeo 20 men on the road.

134 http://donduncan.org/trails/biddle.htm Web puldisibuncan S. Campbelllllinois State Journal Springfield retrieved from th:
lllinois Digital Newspaper Collection.
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We expect in a few days to intersect the Independerak when there will be a great rush. It is represe
that there are great numbers ahead of us; but weosaphat the great body is behind. When we lay by
we have today— many companies pass us—a hundredgbaeeby today. They all seem to be in a hu
and it is thought they drive too fast. The grass isvapt good generally; but the mules do well. Some of
men complain that our loads are too heavy, and proledlshall throw away our ovens and lids and sur
iron. As we advance we find a great many articles thraway by emigrants.

We expected to find it lonesome on the plains, but it issnpwe have plenty of society, and that of the |
men. We are either passing or in sight of teams th@endiay, and we generally find out where each o
are from, &c. Our encampment is near others, and gasses swiftly. | will resume my journfilVe make
brief extracts from it.]

Monday, May 14—Rained hard, with a high wind. Resumed our jourregme to the Big Blue, a rap
stream—passed a wagon which had broken down, atigt parnt. Here was a fresh grave, of a young r
who had died of inflammation of the bowels. Travel8diles to day, and passed 113 wagons.

Tuesday, 15th—Cloudy and cold; started at 7 A. M.; passed three nemegr—one of the persons died
fever, one of a bowel complaint, and the other wiedkby being run over by a wagon. Made 22 milestot

Wednesday, 16th—Cloudy and cool; started early; came to Walnut Cresdk in wood,— crossed over tl
creek, and crossed Sandy, a pretty stream; saw sdslem but failed to secure any. B. A. Watson shi
one, but at too great distance to take effect. M&dmifes—rained hard at sun-down.

Thursday, 17th—Cloudy morning; started early; some excitement in aqursece of two drivers mistreatir
a mule, but it ended in smoke; struck the Little Blueagand ‘nooned'—encamped at night upon its be
caught some fine fish; passed 95 teams to day; sawaoameloned Indian lodges; made 25 miles.

Friday, 18th.—Sun rose clear, caught fish and a turtle; traveled eipitlr all day; passed 59 wagons; rc
sandy and gravelly; made 23 miles.

Saturday, 19th—There was a thunder storm last night; it frightenednoulles; morning very windy; passt
the Louisville Company, which had just buried one of theimber, shot by accident. We made our carn
11 A. M. Mules want rest, grass good and fine water

Yours, B. R. B.

HEAD WATERS, LITTLE BLUE,

May 30, 1849.

Another week has passed since | wrote you. Nothinagge has occurred to our company since then. W
enjoy excellent health. The road is most excellent,thaccountry most beautiful. The streams have r.
currents, and the waters are as clear as crystal, aiithlpbottoms. Springs of great beauty are breaki
constantly; the air is pure, and there seems nothingingato make this country most desirable for
agriculturalist but timber. When the autumnal fires agetlout, timber will spring up and grow with rapidi
This may soon be— for game is becoming scarce, anddtives will have to leave the country.

We have seen a few buffalo and antelopes, but nathesf have been shot. We are now in the Indian cou
They are very shy of us—few of them having come theocamps. We keep a strong guard at night.

We are constantly passing notices from those who paseeded us,—written upon paper, elk horns
boards;—so that we are apprised of all that is goingh@ad of us. The number of deaths known to med
given in my journal.

The season is so backward that Flora has not putrdrelatiful vestments here. | have seen but few fie\
that | have not seen before. | send you a specirhéimeawild pea, in the midst of a field of which isrc
encampment. The air is filled with its perfume. Weeéancamped to spend the Sabbath. Some o
company are now out hunting, while others, like myse#f emgaged writing to friends far away. | have d:
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this on Sunday, though in fact written on Saturday. We l@avepportunity of sending letters by priv:
express—which brings letters to us at 25 cents, and iigeposs in the nearest post office at one dollar.

Time passes away swiftly on these plains. We havebamdance of society—interesting, well educs
persons—but we are absent from many we love.

| have given you the general features of the weeknaw resume my journal:

June 1849

Fort Laramie, Wyoming

By 1849, the flood of westbound emigrants motivageddliernment to take steps for their
safety. A string of army posts along the trail couldd®@ sense of security, keep the trall
open, and allow for reliable points of supply and repairAphil 1849, the Regiment of
Mounted Rifles moved into the old adobe fort afterh®. Army purchased it from the
American Fur Company for four thousand dollars. Thedar military period then began
and what we now see and know as Fort Laramie wdgshethb

The large and impressive Fort John was opened fordmsssin 1841. It was built of thick adobe we
surrounding a central courtyard. It was the impressivucture seen at the south end of the presente
ground throughout the early years of overland migratisrsuch, many more travelers sketched this struc
It was the structure many of the early Oregon/CalifoiTrail emigrants associated with Fort Laramie.
addition to the Oregon and California Trails, were the Morrfirail, Bozeman Trail, Pony Express Rot
Transcontinental telegraph route, and the DeadwoodChegenne Stage Route.

The post were an important stopping off place for thesiasing number of travelers along the trails to Ore
California and Utah. Through most of the 1840s, it thesonly permanent trading post for the 800-mile s
between Fort Kearney in present Nebraska, and Forg@&rid what's now southwest Wyoming.
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Fort Laramie (Fort William) from an 1837 sketch by Alfred dab Miller. Wyoming Tales and Trails

Monday, June 11th—Pleasant morning. We moved off at five and a haliogk, in advance of some six
ox-teams. The road was fine indeed. Today, thiedinwvas a little more abundant than we have seenatdo
on the Platte.— We saw nothing of Fort Bernard, asleen in the books, eight miles from Fort Lararn
About 5 p. m. we came to the Laramie Fork of the Pt in sight of Fort John, which is now desertec
nothing remains but its mud walls. This branch of tlt®river is about 50 feet wide, with a very deep
rapid current. Encamped 7 p. m. Distance 22 miles.

Progress across the Great Plains with their ox-draagows was slow, but steady. Fort Laramie
reached on June 11th, and South Pass crossed orR8ilme On later stages the going became roug
although many other emigrants chose to abandonwlagjons after reaching Fort Hall and proceed with n
trains, Biddle’s group persevered with their loaded wagfmally reaching Sacramento, California safely
September 13th. Their journey had taken twenty-faeeks.

Tuesday, June 12th—This morning is cool. Started at half past five.e®rup to the fort | have describ:
in a former letter. We found a great many encampetkinitinity, all anxious to sell provisions and excha
heavy wagons for light ones. Some would sell a wag&sadthers, in preference to taking so low a pr
burnt theirs or left them by the road-side. Bacoanlsepowder, lead, trunks, &c., were left upon tlaénsl—
It seems very wrong to throw to the wolves what therpidians might use to advantage, but for the cupi
of the fur-traders—men who give them scarce a tithetaft their furs and skins are worth,—we have s
but few Indians on this part of the route. It is saidtthders have told them they must keep away fron
emigrants else they will give the cholera, small-pox #redlike. After leaving the Fort, we commenc
ascending the Black Hills. They have not appeasagsthalf so bad to get over as they have beenibedt
by writers. We passed the Warm Spring—a most delighpfol in the midst of desolation. The water is cl
as crystal, and not so warm but that man and beastradnfreely of it as it flows in great abundance. 1
thermometer was thrust into the water, by which it aseertained to be 10 deg. warmer than the surrogr
atmosphere. We filled our casks; and encamped atb where there was good grass. Distance 15 mil

Wednesday, 13th—Morning cloudy. Started after an early breakfasaisded over an undulating count
Crossed Butter creek, a very beautiful and limpid stregancing down from a mountain on our left, whi
summit is covered with perpetual snow. The grasstitng scarce, and the timber gradually becoming n
abundant. The wood is mostly pine, and has a fipearance at a distance, on the hills around. Tieisabn
the road has been very rough. The snow-peak isrstilew. Encamped at 5 p. m. Distance 23 miles.

Thursday, 14th.—Clear morning. Sold a little wagon we had bought at&eph, so as to be able to r
two of our mules, in turn. After traveling one mile, e@me to Heber spring and a creek; from which
began the ascent of a very steep bluff; traveled oveugh, hilly road; crossed La Bonte, a small but r¢
river. Encamped at 6 p. m.—grass very poor. Dig&miles.

Friday, 15th.—The sun rose this morning with a threatening look,cledred up without rain, so we hac
pleasant day of it. Forded a creek and traveled alemadjey, and entered a region bearing traces of volc
eruption. The valley and hills looked red like brickhere was no vegetation except immense fields of
sage. Amid these ruins arises a lonely pyramid, coatpbotloose fragments of rock, to an altitude of salv
hundred feet. | clambered to the summit. The alabamterred, grey and white sandstone, give to the w
of this picturesque country a singular appearance. Tiieetiis small yellow-pine. There is but little gra
The road has been very crooked, today—following tlding of the ridges; but it is, certainly, the b
natural road in the world. Crossed La Prele, saietthé largest tributary of the Platte above Laramie’s F
Passed the dry bed of a creek. Encamped, at 6hdlkh-agrass so scarce the mules did not have enou
eat—plenty of good water. Distance 21 miles.

Saturday, 16th—Some appearance of rain— Moved off at 5. Roads brakd irregular.— Crossed Fouc
Bois—too small to be called ariver. Four miles fronttihee came to the Platte, after having been away
it for eighty miles. Five miles further, we came to a firsh{stream called Deer creek. The lack of
abundance of grass prevented us encamping thereSewetay. The wood and water were abundant,
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some had stopped and commenced washing. We cameveeydr, some five miles from the creek to the ¢
we occupy.

Sunday, 17th—The sun rose in smiles. Nothing has occurred to disshgthis day particularly from th
Sundays which have preceded it, save a little excitenientamp, in consequence of three buffal
descending the hills and threatening to take our fortrgsdorm; they, however, turned their course a li
Game is very plenty. This afternoon closes rain-like.

I have written this under the shade of a tree omitleg-bank, surrounded by clusters of roses, whideltinds
are discoursing melody among the adjacent hills.

JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA.

We have been favored with the Journal of Mr. B. R. BIDOILE, townsman, written while on his route
California, and which abounds with interesting descripti@f the country, and incidents which occurred
the route. We shall copy from this Journal, from time te tiall matters which shall appear to posses
general interest. We have no doubt this Journal willdued as interesting to our readers as if has bee
us. The first date is

“Sunday, June 17th, 1849-633 miles from St. Joseph, 96 miles from Fort Laramie,1&&b miles west o
Springfield, lllinois.”

| again embrace the opportunity which this day of aéfstrds, to continue my journal. The incidents of
last week have been of the most interesting chara@taerroad has led over hill and dale. The scenery
grand, the country sterile and barren, with, now and,themountain stream rushing on to mingle with
waters of the Platte—affording to the emigrant a coolinggiig amid the flying sand, which almost produ
blindness. We have, today, encamped on the batthedPlatte, near a grove of large cotton wood, wil
there is a sufficiency of grass for our mules. Weehlaeen very lucky in getting good encampments or
Sabbath. While others are moving on—pleading necessayusification—we stop all day.

We reached this encampment on yesterday, at 3 p.hithwave us an opportunity of doing some wash
as usual, it was done up in good style. Sattly and iDeent out with their guns and soon announced
had killed a buffalo, and asked for men and muldsritag it into camp. Volunteers turned out and, byl
m., they came in, loaded with choice meat. The pamtypounced buffalo plenty on the hills. Others w
out fishing and caught some fish. The cooks werdybarsgaged preparing supper, which made the c
present a busy scene. Thus, you see, the hills funsisneat, the streams afford us fish, and, todagrthe
is vocal with the music of birds. The magpie, a birtifoand at home, yields us considerable amuseme
its tameness, eating out of our hands and chatteringeaivhile. This bird can be learned to talk and i
considerable value.

This day finds us all well and in fine spirits. Ourrtesa | think, will take us through. We have nothing
fear, except the want of grass for our mules. Thatrpiere is very dry; but little rain has fallen; vegetat
looks parched and dry. Some of those who are tryingetaagythe Promised Land, and think themsel
endowed with the spirit of foretelling events, anticipatrdss among the mountains; but we have no
forebodings. Our trip, thus far, has been of the meairiible character; and, by paying strict regard tc
welfare of our mules, and taking our time, we shalcsed in getting over safe. There is a great rush,
some have injured their teams by traveling them too Tdnis part of the road is very gravelly and hard
superior road to travel on with animals that are shatite oxen are getting sore feet; some have alr
been left.— The ferry across the Platte is betweentiywamnd thirty miles from here, and they say is
fording. There is a great rush to make this point.ré@tage twelve or fourteen hundred teams ahead ¢
This will appear large to you. But admitting so manypéoahead of us, we are still in the first fourth of
whole number, as we thought, from the statement of&th€he Platte, here, is a very insignificant stre
compared with what it appeared below; it has changed dramer of the plains to a mountain stream, rust
along with the sprightliness of an arrow. It is nwire than a hundred feet wide at this point. We saen
some small deposits of gold in its sands; but not enougéntpt us to stop short of the great prize ah
There is a rumor that gold, in quantities, has beerodéged on Laramie’s Peak—a very high spur of
Rocky Mountains, and that some wagons from lllinoid tuened aside to go to it.
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It is said, a man went to see the mountain, was sedayalfrom his train, and brought of what he saweth
which was pronounced gold. This Peak is covered peétipetual snow. Fort Laramie is 4,470 feet above
level of the sea, and this mountain is 2000 feet higher. aWeayetting up quite high; we are rising ne¢
thousand feet a week.

| sent you a long letter from Fort Laramie, but dowhether you will receive it. | have no confidence ia
men. They have established themselves to make mongyfr@an the way they swindle emigrants, | ¢
disposed to believe, when they have got their twentydamts from us for each letter, that they don't ¢
much whether they go or not, after we are gone.

I will now commence my daily journal, and continueritill have a chance of sending it to you.

Monday, June 18th—The sun rose clear. We started at the usual tiftlevell. Our mules are lively an
look well. We traveled up the river a few miles from eacampment. In descending a bad hill, we bt
the ‘hounds’ of a wagon; but the united wisdom ofdamp soon repaired it. The road is crowded with te:
all anxious to make the ferry so as to have their tuubthe ferry not being able to accommodate ther
time, they have had recourse to rafting. We sp@nhtion near the lower ferry. The number of thositivga
to cross is increasing very fast. It is five milesnfirthis to the Mormon ferry— We found over a hund
teams before us. The ferry-boat consists of two raagioes, lashed together, and a few rough piec
timber laid across them for the wagons to run on. Thkg but one wagon at a time. They swim all
horses and cattle. Several men and horses were drowagi@mpting to swim over, as the current is v
swift. They are able to take over from fifty to sixtagons per day, at the charge of $3 per wagonh&irs
have charge of the ferry.— They have also a tempdnacgk-smith shop, and charge $4 for shoeing a hi
$8 for an ox, and other work in that proportion. Thayéhferried over, in the three weeks preceding
arrival, seven hundred wagons; and, it is supposadaayg have crossed at other points—making the nun
in advance some fourteen or fifteen hundred wagons; wadsuppose, we are in the first third of -
emigration. Any one has the right to keep a ferryafir and charge what he pleases. We encampedhse
ferry at 5 p. m.— Distance, today, 16 miles.

Tuesday, 19th—Cloudy morning. There being no grass in the vicinitg had to take our mules some ft
miles, to the hills, to graze. Doran killed a mountain-goatrery remarkable animal, with horns like ¢
sheep, only a great deal larger. It is very strongamar and active. The flesh tastes like mutton. Téys
has been taken up pretty much in washing and cookingpedExo cross the river, to-morrow. Our men
all well.

Wednesday, 20th—Clear. Our wagons were moved up to the ferrg thorning, and our mules taken ¢
to graze; we remained with them until 1 p. m., and th@ught them in and swam them over without |
accident. Our wagons were all got over safe, by 3.pwinen the government troops came up and -
possession of the ferry, cutting off two wagons tfzat been in our company from St. Jo. This act, onéine
of the commanding officer, was looked upon with indition, and would have given rise to a conflict if «
better judgment had not prevailed. Dividing a complayan officer of the government sent out to pro
the emigrants, is an act too mean and contemptibledantanest ox-driver on the plains to be guilty of.
Mormons, knowing how we had been treated by thigegument dignitary, determined to bring the t
wagons over after night, and did so. By their kindneg& were re-united, about 10 o’clock at night. Prigfgr
not to be in the neighborhood of the officers whasty it was to protect us, we encamped, at 6 p. mije¥s
from the ferry.

Thursday, 21st—Very fine morning. Started early. At 9 a. m. welbdarewell to the Platte. We all f¢
glad upon leaving it, though we had derived much pleakom the contemplation of its wild and romar
scenery. Itis a remarkable stream, carrying, in itssmto the Father of Waters, the great volume of w
from the vast expanse of plain, and the melting efsthows of the Rocky Mountains, yet it is a perfedity

as to all the purposes of navigation. We ascendediffe fmssed several lakes of bad, poisonous watdr,
at 3 p. m., came to a mineral spring and a filthy lngkpond near by. We drank cautiously of the spr
though men and mules were very thirsty. The waiéthis whole region are so strongly impregnated \
salt, alkali and sulphur that most of it is undrinkable. Gditle seem to suffer most from its effects. Thet
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is sandy and pulls very heavy. Encamped, at 5 p.etween ranges of high hills, and opposite, on the
to what is called the Buttes, composed of red sand stoegjdok very pretty — Distance 21 miles.

Friday, 22d.—This morning is beautiful and bright. The mornimgsv are cool, but the days very war
There has been but little rain here, and it is surpribimg the vegetation has reached the maturity it
Grass is scarce only in spots. Wild sage and a pteayt call greasewood, dispute with each other
occupancy of the soil. They both burn freely, greedry.— Water is scarce. Our course, this morning.
between two ledges of rough, elevated piles of dirbkilag rock; and, when we least expected it, we can
a spring of cold water, but not enough for our muleso and a half miles from that, we came to the celebr
Willow Spring—a feeble spring, but of good water, fremirimpurities. You can imagine how this bevere
given by a bountiful Providence to the weary travelas relished by us. We then ascended a long hith
which we had a fine view of the surrounding countty 4 p. m., we came to a pretty running brook, glittgr
like a serpent in the grass. At5, we come to a apésiwift, pure water. Encamped 2 miles beyond if,.at
Gnats and mosquitoes very troublesome. Took our molldgetcreek bottom to graze; and the guard to
tent down so as to watch them—Distance 24 miles.

Independence Rock

Saturday, 23d— Fine morning. The atmosphere of this mountain regiaf the most invigorating kinc
All of us are in the enjoyment of excellent healthavdincreased some eight or ten pounds. All the com
have increased in weight. There are few instanédity men being associated together, and taking t
chances of camp life, who have enjoyed such perfegltih The road is very sandy, this morning, wt
makes it hard work for men and mules. About 9, wivedrat Independence Rock on the Sweet Water
tributary of the Platte. It is thirty yards wide, and ddmt not cold. Independence Rock is a conspicl
land-mark. It derived its name from some of the firtggants having celebrated the 4th of July upon i
is a pile of granite, and resembles a ship turned bottonitup about one hundred and twenty feet high,
near three quarters of a mile around the base. Umosummit, | found written thousands of hames; ran
in date from the first to the last party of emigrants. Wessed the Sweet Water, about two miles from
rock, at a ford twenty yards wide. Here we foune tlarcasses of four oxen which had died from ha
drank poisonous water. Five miles from the rock isDeeil's Gate —a mountain gorge, between wh
perpendicular walls of granite, four hundred feet high,river, circumscribed in width to a few yards, das
and foams over the rocks; having a fall of fifteeetfim three hundred yards. After traveling four miles,
encamped on the river-bank surrounded by the lrass@nd near one of the best springs we have fiou
this territory; the water is cold as ice. There is an abnog of wood on the bluff half a mile off. Distan
today, only 16 miles.

Sunday, 24th—Morning bright and cheerful, promising a warm d@ur mules, in sight under the mounta
having gratified their appetite, are resting to the I1€h the summit of a lofty peak, to the east, the sr
glistening in the brilliant sunshine. The Devil's Gateuls in view, while, to the west, the still higher poir
of the Rocky Mountains are inviting us onward — Surthby such scenery, and in the enjoyment of
bounties of nature in this wild region, we are thahkifiat no accident or misfortune has happened us
we started from home. These mountains deserve rthaie of Rocky. The primitive rock, piled in gra
profusion, with a few straggling, stinted pines and cedauggling for a hold, cause them to present a i
and singular aspect. The hills and mountains we argstaoed to see, are pigmies compared to them.
are six thousand feet above Springfield and are yetdenal four thousand more before we get to the Vi
of the Sacramento. Next Sabbath, we expect to beeoRahific side of the South Pass. There is nothir
mar our expectations of procuring the full rewardaftil. There will, however, be a great deal of suffgyi
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in many companies, before they reach their destimalibere are many families among the emigrants—I
them. There is a disposition to press on with theecitrr-each one trying to get ahead of others, fredye
urging the teams beyond their strength, all traveling fardaarh day, than any emigration before them. v
press on regardless of the Sabbath, fearful, if they Btappthers will pass them; but we expect to be ab
overtake them, by encamping over Sunday. The seas®ibeen favorable to emigrants; cool and re
affording abundance of water for the oxen.

Monday, 25th.—The morning clear. All reported well. Started at thealiime, and followed up the rive
The road is of deep sand, which causes the wagams teeavy. The scenery, along our route todayelig
imposing. The Wind River Mountains, on our rightt tiieir hoary summits to the clouds, with a chair
granite hills between them and us. Several notchesihitls gave us fine views to the north. The snow
in the valleys and hollows, on our left; which indicatest the are at a very great elevation. The boys eng
in snow-balling, this morning. The nights now are quitl, and the days hot. The health of many emigr
has been injured by the water, the rarity of the aphese and the constant fatigue they undergo; bu
general health is good. Though some of us have éffected, to some extent, by some of these cause
are getting along very well. The animals seem to beeraffected than the men. We passed five dead
and one mule, today. Encamped on the Sweet Watgmp.ain —but little grass. Distance 25 miles.

Tuesday, 26th—The morning pleasant. We started at sun-rise. Foone $igh ridges, we had magnifice
views of the snow-capped mountains. We left the ried traveled ten miles on a very sandy road, whe
came to the river again. We took the mules two milethepiver to graze at noon. Saw the carcasses, i
of six oxen and one mule. Here we took in wateft essixteen miles to the next watering place. Encam
at 5 p. m., ten miles from the river. Distance 20 miles.

Wednesday, 27th—Very pleasant morning. Had a fine rain last eveningchvtaid the dust and made
more pleasant traveling. A full view of splendid mountaienery. After going six miles we came to the ri
where we spent the noon. Then left the river and aecka long, high hill; traveled over a very barren
rocky piece of road, where there scarcely seemed &mypéife in anything around. We descended from
scene of desolation among hollows, the hills surroundingike walls. We stopped, for the night, nez
hollow where there was ice three feet thick, the comsteaiting of which made a rivulet which afforded
good water. There was plenty of fine grass and iltksage answered as fuel. We saw nine dead oxew.t
Distance 23 miles.

Reach Continental Divide

At last they finished the long up-grade journey to @entinental Divide, and reached Pac
Springs—whose waters flowed down Pacific Creek to theSigdy River,—then to the Green River, ¢
eventually into the Pacific Ocean. The emigranteeveelighted to reach this spot, and felt that the wdr
their journey was over; for the general slope of thedr from that point, would be down grade until tl
reached the last range of mountains, where the gelaking Sierras would have to be crossed.

Thursday, 28th—Morning pleasant. Started at 5 a. m. Ascended agearijy sloping ridge, with beautifi
little groves of willow, on the left, that seemed to reediveir nourishment from a spring. Crossed a s
creek and a short distance beyond came to a lamjeaod, beyond that, a few miles, came to the riveryen
the sparkling volume of water and gently sloping hidis all sides, made a beautiful landscape. Herkefiv
the Sweet Water for the last time. We were all storpart with it. We had often been benefitted by
refreshing waters, which had endeared the mountegarstto us. We had traveled upon its banks for r
than a hundred miles— had followed it to its source in thentains of snow. The snow is now lying in t
hollows around us, notwithstanding the days are verynwaVNe now ascended an easily rising slope, w
brought us to the far-famed South Pass— 7470 feet @hevevel of the sea. We passed the summit ab
mile before we were aware that we had arrived at theidgyigoint. There is nothing to distinguish the s
The ascent and descent is so slight that few would thimk had attained that lofty elevation which divic
the waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific.

Oregon Territory
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Immediately after passing this point, we entered tregg@m Territory, and, traveling two miles, arrived at
Pacific Spring, the water of which is very cold. Weanped near it, with many others who had arri
before. The grass is cropped very short. Stoppegbatrt, and took our mules to graze on the hills nea
Distance 26 miles.

Friday, 29th.—Morning cold—thermometer, at sun-rise, standing atl®g. We have had other mornir
colder. Started at the usual time; the road leading ovenduating country, resembling our northern prai
more than the rugged wildness of the Rocky MountaW& found the distance between streams of w
along here, rather far for the comfort of our anim@lssed the Dry Sandy; it had but little water in the
of the stream; we did not give any of it to our animiaring that it might not be good. The water, in al 1
neighborhood, is strongly impregnated with alkali; and ynaho have lost their oxen attribute it to t
poisonous quality of the water they have drank. idéstare placed on boards, all along the road, cautic
the emigrant against the use of the water in the lakdsponds. We next came to Little Sandy—a sv
running stream, about forty feet wide and almost teepdo ford. Passed twenty dead oxen. The valle
are now in stretches far off to the south, and presedtdightful appearance. Passed, today, the forkgec
road where the Mormon trail leaves for Salt Lake, i®yway of Fort Bridger. Many have taken this roi
but the majority have taken the right hand road. Ewpea, at 6 p. m,, three miles from Big Sandy. Diste
20 miles.

Big Sandy

Saturday, 30th—Clear, fine morning. Started early and reache®thesandy at 8. It is thirty yards wide-
swift and deep. Here we held a meeting of the comepan decide whether we should go across the cu
which extends from this point to a distance of forty miléthout water, or lay over until after 12 o’clock
Sunday night, and then starting make the drive in one daas decided we should lay over. This is Sublet
Cut-off. Encamped three miles above the ford, whesgound good grass. There are many resting he
prepare their animals for the hard drive. Came 6nfyiles, today.

July 1849

Sunday, July 1st—The morning fine. This has been a refreshing dtgd preaching, at 9 a. m., by a Bap
minister, and at 4 p. m. by the Rev. Mr. Blakelyegatteman who has traveled with us several hundredn
and preached several times at our camp. A fine shoaree down at 3 p. m. The crack of the ox-driwi
whip is heard, at this hour, starting out on the Idrige, taking the cool of the evening and night to mial
in; calculating to arrive at the Green River by 10 a.\We had another rain near night-fall. We have fil
our casks with water to do us through the long drive.

Monday, 2d.—The night has been clear and bright, favoring tantiag out early. The moon shone all nig
so that we had everything ready for hitching up an?@ before 1 o’clock. Started quietly and in good ort
At 6 a. m., we stopped to breakfast and gave grasartmules. The road so far has been quite godok
landscape is undulating and presents a very barremapme. We are traveling between ranges of moun
whose tops are covered with snow. We next came toalexary steep hills; but our ascent or descent
attended with no accident. Halted again, at 12 m.,ttode mules graze. Stopped two hours, and st
afresh to complete the remainder of our journey toitrex.r Just before arriving at the river, we had a \
steep bill to descend; we got down safe although it wései dark. Encamped at 10 p. m. two miles this
of the river. But little grass. Distance 38 miles.

Green River

When they came to the ford of the Green River thepdauman, by the name of Walsh, who wa
work building a ferry. He agreed to carry them acrbsey would help him, for the rest of the day, white
finished his ferry. At times the river could be ea$ilyded; but there had been an unusual amount ofhratr
Spring, which (while it made the feed more plentiful) hedised the rivers to be swollen and aln
impossible to ford. Mr. Walsh said that he was going togé five dollars for each wagon he ferried acr
and, as it would take almost an hour to cross the dawdrreturn for another load, he hoped to make at
$75.00 a day, while the river was high; and then latevdwd sell his ferry to the first person who wot
make him a good offer. He was sure that he cowlaras much, or more, than he could at gold minin
and hoped to reach California by October or Novembexrthay helped with the ferry, and then rested in
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shade on the banks of the Green River, they wishedhéy might risk their lives in boats on its clear wa
instead of plodding slowly behind ox teams, through stamohdust and desert thirst. The rest at Green |
refreshed their teams, and they were eager to press on.

Tuesday, 3d—Clear but cold. Ice formed in the vessels of wattarted at the usual hour, and went dc
to the lower ferry, kept by several emigrants who lhddlge boat of some Mormons for five hundred doll
and are now making two hundred dollars a day by sieeofiit. This Green River is three hundred feet w
with a very rapid current, and flows directly from theuntains that surround us. To give you some idea
rapid it is, our mules when started in to swim had talgeost downstream, and came out on the opp
bank, three hundred yards below. Found several hdwergons were waiting to cross, notwithstanding tt
are two other ferries—some charging ten dollars per mage pay four at this one. We found no grass al
the river, and were obliged to take our mules four milégmthe hills to graze. The government troops t
came up with us again—a thing we did not desire, otartge manner in which we had been treated by t
on the Platte. Some of the men have been sick framhdiea, but are now better. | had a slight attack my
but am convalescing. The distance from our last lEghtcampment is six miles. Encamped on the bar
the river, near the ferry, amid more dust and dim thever saw before in my life. It gets into ewbigg, and
is so light that a breath will put it in motion. The sumfég down upon us at the rate of 80 and 90
accompanied by nights that freeze three quarters iwicanin still water, is rather a strange sort of climate
Our elevation is between six and seven thousandafemte Springfield.

Wednesday, 4th—Over-coats were in great demand this morning. Tdkease all reported to be better; al
although there have been severe cases of diarrh@eantertain no fears of their not getting well. 1
atmosphere is much rarified from the elevation—themauring such heat that it parches everything ittla
while; a wet shirt will dry in 10 min. It also affects daeathing. It is impossible for a man to exert hiliin
very much, particularly to run fast, without getting ofibreath.

This is the glorious Fourth of July. We intended to haad a fine time of it, but the heat and dust ar
annoying, and the bustle is so great that we do rjoydtnso well as we would otherwise. However, we |
a good dinner. Among the dainties on the table wag tilegacooks called a black dog,—which needs
explanation — It consisted of dough rolled out thin amthe stewed apples spread over it and then rolle
Another was rolled out longer than the other and some dtierries spread over it and rolled over the
roll; and so on. This was boiled and served up witlcesa@ill partook freely.

Many banners were floating in the breeze. The eveomgluded with one of the greatest farces | ¢
witnessed. A murderer was arrested by the troapttememigrants were called upon to try him upon evide
| was selected as one of the jury. We repaired to therdajuarters and found him ready to receive us,
as drunk as Bacchus, together with his suite ot eff.—

A man was appointed by the emigrants to preside; thedrbeing present to preserve order.— The pris
chose, as counsel, a young Virginia lawyer; was broiugland the case opened by his denying that
emigrants had the right to try him. The Major anficefs and men, being drunk, had a good deal to Tag.
Major insulted the lawyer, the officers insulted the dfajEach party swearing and calling the others |
names, and each threatening the other, with an arf@se little moustached fellow struck the Major;

emigrants looking on and laughing. The whole thingkb up in a row. The prisoner escaped and thus e
the whole affair. Thus it is that these officers ameh protect the interests of the emigrant by gettingldr

There is now a great stir on the river made by swingnoiver the cattle.

Another murder was committed yesterday. The troop¥ wet in pursuit. but did not succeed in taking
murderer. We had the pleasure of meeting our Spriddfiends, Eli Cook, Joseph Condell, Cook Mathe
and others, all well and hardy, but dirty as any of Tisey brought me a letter dated the 7th of April. We
told that Mr. and Mrs. Maltby will arrive here this evegninMy health is better today. The sun shines
hot.

Thursday, 5th,—The morning cool. The dust becoming almost inedd&. The sick are all safe we think
am a great deal better. We expect, by a tight squesget bur wagons over the river tonight. The mi
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shines and we prefer it to the hot sun. We may taley here tomorrow. The mules are doing very we
so we shall be able to go ahead.

Friday, 6th.—Rose at 2 in the morning for the purpose of trytimgross over before the government tro
moved up from their encampment to give us troubleheyg tlid on the occasion of our crossing the Pl:
But this time they were more polite and did not interf@ith us. The moon shone brightly and gave us n
aid in our operations. We assisted others and theyrinassisted us—for, be it remembered, that we hi
do all the work and pay four dollars beside for the afsthe ferry to pass over every wagon. We wereval
by 8 o’'clock. The mules swam like so many rats. |@flethe river at ten o’clock, and went over some ro
road, 17 miles, to a creek, where was a mound. cfdéek was very rapid and we were obliged to croas
two different points. After passing over some hillg, @ncamped, at sun-down, near a branch. The wild
here was the largest | had ever seen, measuringijghthfrom six to eight feet, and in diameter six itoer
inches, near the root. The hills around look barren a d dreary beyond description. Distance 18 mil

Saturday, 7th—Clear and dry. Started early. Passed several litdarss which had their rise in the snc
banks in sight. Crossed a very high ridge, the gasgedich are filled with snow. Fir and aspen grow &
nurtured by the melting of snows. Here we crossediithiding ridge between Green and Bear rivers. We
a fine view of the white-capped mountains near the S&i¢.L&now is seen around us, dotting the hill-s
in a very pretty and fantastic manner. Among themh dimg, cold springs of pure water. We here toc
near cut which saved us several miles and enabled nsame on the bank of Ham’s Fork of Green Rive
a beautiful, rapid stream, lined with excellent grassadrguite rough all day. Traveled 20 miles. Dista
from St. Joseph 968 miles. The distance has beena@duy ourselves, without any reference to book:
the estimated distances of traders.

Sunday, 8th—This morning dawned brightly as that of an Italiag.slOur favorable location as to gra
sage and water promises a pleasant Sabbath. Thoseevbmn our sick list are all nearly well. There
companies encamped near us who have preachers @b#pzl with them, pledged to preach for them e
Sunday, yet they will have a sermon on Saturday nighassio give them an opportunity to start early
Sunday morning. We are invariably left alone on theb&tb How it will be, as we advance, is p
conjecture; we are resolved, however, to continuebservance of the rest-day.

Monday, 9th.—Started early. Men all wel.— A heavy dew this mornititg first we have had for
considerable time. We ascended a long and steep h#l+etd firm and good—grass very fine. The hollc
of the mountains still contain snow; which nourishesdisame little groves of aspen and willow that w
musical with the warbling of birds. Here we pass msmings, cold as ice and of crystal purity. On ofir |
were the far-off snow-covered ridges of Black’'s FofkGreen River. Today's drive carried us over
steepest hills we have met with in our journey. Wevdreleven hours—which is more than usual. The ¢
has been fine all day. Encamped at a fine spring.dlist is almost beyond endurance—blowing and cowv¢
us so we look like an army of millers. Distance 20 mile

Tuesday, 10th—Got off at the regular hour.— We are now traveling ddte bottom of Bear River, ar
have crossed what is called Thomas Fork—very rapidrackl. We have found a few lodges of frien
Snake Indians, from whom we purchased some moccadiasdollar a pair. They are quite handsome
take great pains to adorn their persons. They are smsthiure with short square features. In the staet
road was rough for half a mile, and then smooth untinndVe were obliged to make a great bend in
course so as to avoid marshy ground and sloughs ivichiéty. The hills are high and of red appearar
Wild rye and blue grass are found here. In one ohtilws, we found a grave, said to be that of a sq
who was thrown from her horse and killed, near tipist.s There was a cross at the head of the gl
Encamped at 6 p. m. Distance 24 miles.

Wednesday, 11th—Had an early start. Ascended a very steep hilljl@a long. Very rough and hilly fo
four or five miles, and descended the steepest hill we has yet, more than a mile long. All got down s
and then looked back and wondered how. Next carntetdver at a trading point, kept by a man they ca
Peg-leg Smith. Fine river bottom land—covered with liaatrgrass. In the afternoon, we crossed a nur
of streamlets, bearing their tribute from the massesaf $a Bear River. Encamped, to the right of the rc
on a branch. Fine grass—willows for fuel. Distantéoday s travel, 24 miles.
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Soda and Mineral Springs

One Sunday evening, after they had had their soniceeand just before the evening prayer, B
addressed the gathering, and said:

We have come from the Mississippi River, and are hewond the summit of the Rocky
Mountains—over the longest part of our journey; butvioest of it is ahead of us. There
will be little or no rain from now on: and much of our tiés over the Great American
Desert: but we must remember that others have passeddi before us, and they have
left a trail that we can follow if we have good judgmerrseverence and faith—and trust
in the Lord. There are two things that we must kegpetmost in our minds,—1st, each
and all of us can, if we try, do anything that othease done before us; and 2nd, the Lord
does not do much for those who do not try to helpndeves—but He does give added
strength to those who do their utmost. After BrotherR&fahas led us in prayer, we will
go, at once, to bed; so that we can all be readtatd tomorrow morning at sun up.

They made a stop at Fort Bridges—then went on thrélugBear Valley to Soda Springs, and to Fort Hal
the Snake River. Here friendly Indians gave them fesghsmoked salmon,—the first that any of them
ever tasted. After following the Snake River someadis¢ they turned southwest,—and over a steep mot
trail to Humbolt Wells. They then followed the Humbolt Rite Tule Swamp (near the present site
Winnemucca). From there they went almost due wesbtus&Lake and the head waters of Rio Sacrarr
(now called Pitt River). The trail here ran through lacldémed by hostile Indians; and they had to be cal
to follow instructions in their Guide Book, which toldeth, never to camp in the timber, if it could
avoided—never to let any Indians come among them—nevet todians have any ammunition—never
neglect to keep the camp well guarded—never to figera within five day’s travel south of the Siskie
Mountains (this was the area between the Siskiyou Mdnsand Mount Shasta)—to keep as close toge
as possible, while traveling through the brush;—nevescaiter to hunt game, or make any other divisio
their party— and to always keep their guns in bestifighcondition. They went down the Lassen Trai
Lassen’s ranch on Deer Creek; where they learned almet the “California Diggins”, which consisted
the Northern and Southern Mines. The Northern Minestmof which had been discovered by Major Peal
Reading and his Indians, were considered thelfest.

Thursday, 12th—Started early. Continued down the river bottom, craseiany ravines, which made o
road very rough. The dust was almost suffocatingariéd at as fine and as cold a spring, bubbling otite
side of a hill, as | have ever seen. This is in tietnity of the celebrated Soda and Mineral Springs.

occupied our noon-time in visiting a few of them. We wambut a mile, to our right, to two white-lookil
mounds, which, on our approach, we found to be formatiom these springs. They rise to an elevatio
thirty or forty feet above the plain. On their summitspunted twelve of these warm, sparkling founta
boiling up and flowing down the sides of the mounbtasted the water, and found it to be very like amdee
without the addition of any flavor. It was too warmwmswver, to be pleasant. We returned to camp,
traveled down the river. After crossing a small streae came to a very pretty cedar grove, where wedt
many encamped, enjoying the luxury of the shadd.fétdrom this, we visited what is called the Beer Spri
the water of a similar quality with the others, but muarerlimpid and abundant. | used some sugar-
this and found it very good. Most of the company drafit and pronounced it excellent soda. This sp
throws out nearly ten barrels per minute. It efferessand throws off so much gas that it is dangeroua
person to hold his head near it for even a minut&, @®duces giddiness. A little below this is theafest
wonder of all— another spring denominated the Steatrfymang. | am without words to describe justly t
wonder of nature. In boiling up it produces a noise tlhias given it the name it bears. Very little we
runs over the sides of a mound that has been formétd bverflow, but is thrown up in a jet, two or thr
feet, and falls back into the basin. Handkerchiefsvtierown into it and washed clean in a few mome
This whole country is volcanic, and presents all the rkafde characteristics of such regions in ot
countries. The quality of these springs is derivechfroineral deposits in the surrounding hills. Bear R
flows immediately by them; and, a few miles beyond,dutsicourse southward, leaving the trail and flown
toward the Great Salt Lake. — We have passed, this eyemiany interesting vestiges of volcanic acti
There were many chasms and huge openings in the eafrightful depth, lined with iron and cinder. &t

135 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 92- 93.




Benjamin Robert Biddle The First Trip West (1849-181)

is the point, on the route to Oregon, where the UnitettSiatend establishing a military post. If invali
could get from the States to this point and back ageihé fall, it would, no doubt, become a place of g
resort. The climate, altitude and scenery all would doenlto render a residence here beneficial to
afflicted—especially to the consumptive. | regretted toddhe fine grassy bottoms of Bear River, for | ne
before saw such pasture, and our books gave uscoarstoof grass, on our after route, that was encouga
Distance 28 miles.

Friday, 13th.—Left camp at 5 a. m. Fifteen minutes after starting,came to a good cold spring, cros:
several boggy places, and, at 11, came to a sluggedmstmarrow and deep. We saw from thirty to fc
Indians of the Snake tribe. In the afternoon, we teavap the stream and, at 3 p. m., crossed it. Tdssicry
was bad and the road bad from that until we encampe@lassed several groves of dead cedar. Encamj
6 p. m., on the left side of the road, where thesis good grass, fuel and water. We are in the rofdsigh
hills—the spurs of the dividing ridge between the exsitof the Salt Lake and those of the Columbia ri
Distance, today, 23 miles.

Saturday, 14th—This morning, all is well. We passed the dividing ridgd eame to the head waters of
Panack River. The road quite rough, with some stésqep and fine springs.—

Fort Laramie was reached on June 11th, and South Resed on June 28th. On later stages the ¢
became rougher: although many other emigrants chosmtwlan their wagons after reaching Fort Hall .
proceed with mule trains, Biddle’s group persevered thitir loaded wagons, finally reaching Sacrame
California safely on September 13th. Their journeyfakén twenty-four weeks.

We then descended into the valley of the Pont Neuf—at#nippwf Lewis’ Fork of the Columbia. Encamp
on the bank of a stream. Have had a down hill road ofdke day. The mosquitoes have tormented us
much, and, | am afraid, will interfere with our enjoymhef tomorrow. Distance, today, 20 miles. This pl
is 1107 miles from St. Joseph, and 1450 from Springfield.

Indians

Sunday, 15th—Had a visit from a number of Indian families, this moga Our men got a buffalo robe fro
them in exchange for a string of beads that cost sg¥imet cents at home. We gave them something to
and they soon packed up and were on the move to etiee point— They are very homely, and alwi
hungry. When the craving of their appetite is templyraatisfied, they leave, without further trouble. Tt
are a roving people, and seldom remain long in oreepknd never have any provision on hand. Their vill:
are off among the mountains, but how they managehsist is a mystery. Thermometer stood 94 de
noon, and, at 2 o’clock, at 100—the warmest day we Iiad. The mosquitoes were so bad, we had to
fires before the doors of our tents, towards the aéskay. We retired, at night, with a perfect underdiag
that we desired nothing better than to leave this platfeeinndisturbed possession of the natives.
Fort Hall

Monday, 16th,—All hands up early. There were a few scatteringasowhich served to render the morn
pleasant. The insects still keep nibbling, so we haverty agbrush, or tie up our faces to keep them off.
stopped, occasionally, and, setting fire to a sage tmisbd in the smoke; which was the only hint to le
the insects would take. Six mules from camp, crosdedrech of the Panack. Four miles further, we can
Fort Hall; passing, on our way, over low, boggy graundwhich we were nearly swamped. The Fort is
Lewis’ Fork of the Columbia. | was somewhat disappemnin the location of this post. It is situated i
broad valley, having all the advantages of a trade flmnwaters of three rivers which flow near it—1
Panack, a tributary of the Pont Neuf, and Lewis’ FarlSpnake River, into which the Pont Neuf emptie:
few miles below the Fort. Lewis’ Fork runs immediatelytbe Fort, and is a bold, rapid river, contain
nearly or quite as much water as the lllinois, hut neigable on account of the numerous rapids. |
however, an important branch of the great river of Onedthe Fort is built, as are all the forts along the |
of mud on sun-dried brick. There is no farm attacteedny of the forts. There is a store belonginghie
one, and a trade is kept up with the Indians for theg. fThere are a few Indians encamped around the
but they have little to sell. — It is seldom a horse cahdagght from them, and for a good one, they ask f
sixty to eighty and sometimes as high as a hundrédifiyn dollars. Some of their horses are very fine.eyf
manufacture fur moccasins and a raw-hide rope tHeg iat—which they throw with a great deal of ski

77




Benjamin Robert Biddle The First Trip West (1849-181)

The proprietors of this Fort treated us kindly. A khon had rented a room in the Fort, where he kept ¢
of tavern, in which some of our men procured a méhtead, butter and milk, for which they paid thréts.k
It was said here that all the men have left Oregon and gmwthe mines. Towards evening, we crossec
Panack river—a swift and pretty stream and three rileker crossed the Pont Neuf, which we found d
enough to run into our wagon-beds, and about oneléénards in width. We ascended the bluff, :
encamped nine miles from the Fort. Distance 19 miles.

Tuesday, 17th—Atmosphere dry. Very dusty. Traveled down therivNooned at a spring near the junct
of the three rivers. Passed the American Falls, ond’dRiver. The descent of the cataract, to a dept
thirty feet, is attended with a stunning noise, andgnssa grand and impressive scene. From the bc
basin beneath, the spray ascends like a cloud. Tliealoag here is very bad, and, in places, brokel
precipices which we were obliged to descend by meénspes. Encamped near a rapid. The men ce
some fish. Here we saw, for the first time, a verg fyellow currant, and the cane-grass, which resest
the cane. Distance, today, 21 miles.

Wednesday, 18th—Well, but rather tired. The journey has been a long ane the weather is hot and t
road dusty. The most of our men walk the greater gfathe way—their feet get sore—and, now and tt
they get to thinking of the distance they have yet teefrasd grow somewhat despondent; but it soon w
off. Could we hear some encouraging news fron@xblel Region, it would cure their lameness, and all wc
be right, once more. But we apprehend no difficultgeétting through—for, as our loads get lighter, our r
can ride the more. We expect soon to stop, a few,dmd, take a good rest. — We continue our way d
the river, and find it rough, rocky and hilly. Have bexbliged to use the ropes, occasionally, in gomgnd
down some of the steeps. At noon, we crossed Fak.drisze we discovered we had left a mule at last rs¢
encampment; and | was selected to go back and bning hfound him and caught up with the train bef
dusk. The train left Lewis’ River, four miles beyontiere we had nooned —ascended the bluff, and tra
five miles, to Raft River, and encamped near thesfarfthe Oregon road. Distance 18 miles.

Friday, 20th.—Pleasant morning. Passed up a gorge of the moualaimng the same stream, to its he
spring. Road pretty good. We now begin to see simacking. Wagons are left along the road, witr
any respect to quality or cost— the best wagons onlingebd those who desire to use them, for fifteen dsl
apiece. Hundreds have been burnt and otherwise destr&®gal trains are passing us every day; but tha
no influence upon us. We intend taking our wagonsutn, if we can. Crossed several marshy pla
otherwise, the bottom is fine—with rugged and stupesdanges of granite hills, on either side, towering
to the clouds, and assuming every possible form ofjthad and wildly picturesque. In the midst of s
scenery, and after passing over half a mile of veckyaoad, that endangered our wagons, we encar
where there was an abundance of good grass and wédee the rocks, jutting up in high peaks, are kihd
of marble, susceptible of a fine polish. Distance, yo&a miles.

Saturday, 21st—This morning, we enjoy the luxury of a cloudy slyd a few drops of rain. Were | at hor
I would be sure, from appearance we were aboutve hdine rain; but, here, it is doubtful. We contint
our route between ranges of hills. | clambered to thensit of one, from which a beautiful and extens
prospect spread around. Six miles beyond that, we tarie intersection of the Salt Lake road, and
some wagons having come that way. We suppose itabdog fifty miles farther than by Fort Hall. We wi
we had come that way.— The road is described as beitey, and extending, forty miles, through a settler
where we might have obtained plenty of milk, butter eneese. We have lived on dry provisions so |
that we often think of our tables at home coverethiatseason, with every kind of vegetables, cheaieks
early apples. We all need a change of diet. Asakadége, along the bank of a rivulet. Very rougad,
with some steep pitches, where we had to use our agpes. Descended to a branch, one and a half |
from Goose creek. Encamped near a spring. Grésalbdy good. Fixed one of our wheels that had gi
way coming over the hills. Dr. McKenzie encamped nesar Distance 16 miles.

Sunday, 22d—Pleasant morning; some clouds. We had a little conferemeeting last evening— M
Blakeslee, Mr. J. B. Watson, Mr. Weber, myself, Mastinan and Dr. McKenzie, (the latter gentleme
from Ohio, and seems desirous of spending his Sablkathsus,) for the purpose of having a religic
conversation with Mr. Hodge, who has applied to Mr. Bi&e to baptize him. We all enjoyed the meet
and became satisfied that Mr. Hodge is a hopeful comwéhe truth. We had preaching at 11 A. M. on
subject of the new birth; after which the ordinanteaptism was administered to Mr. Hodge by immers
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It was a scene that drew tears from many eyes—arrrecog that seldom happens on these plains. It v
solemn appeal to the emigrant, showing that even hewsg; fiom the advantages of churches, the hean
be reached by religious truth. Mr. Hodge has endeliradelf to us by this act, and we will stand by h
sustaining him as best we can; and what a thrill of jiblyitveend through the hearts of his family and frien
We have seen and know enough of the man to stateetlimhb hypocrite in any thing he resolves upon dc
We believe in his honor, his integrity, his purity; and wan assure his family of his usefulness
gentlemanly deportment, by which he has secured fosdif the kindness and respect of the company.
story should be told, and it has taken wings withathml, informing the emigrant that even in the swiftrsuit
of gold, the mind can be influenced to think of anottate of the heart— as gold will not save the soul
Thus ends another Sabbath,—one that many of us willremgmber.

Monday, 23d—The morning bright and beautiful. Soon after stgitive came to Goose creek —a sn
tributary of Lewis’ Fork of the Columbia. Its water ighar warm to be palatable— being supplied fr
warm springs. We passed twenty miles up this stredong which we found several hot springs—some
enough to scald a hand plunged in the water. Theweaadgood. The scenery more of the romantic
pleasing, than the abrupt and grand. The bottom fimgsgood grass, we followed up a branch, throug
gorge of the hills. Encamped in this gorge, betwaregipitous hills. Distance 23 miles.

Cross From Oregon Into California

Tuesday, 24th—Morning cool. Started early, and followed up the braretawben high hills, covered with
kind of cinder—evidence of this whole region havingiéeated intensely. Passed over to another vi
and followed down it five miles to some cold springs iegprated with sulphur—passed round the point
hill—crossed over a sand-ridge to another valley hagmad grass but no water, where we encamped-
miles from the springs at which we had filled our cadRaring the afternoon, we passed lat. 42° north—
line dividing Oregon from California. We have traveled, ia Trerritory of Oregon, 414 miles—most of t
way close to its southern line. Except on Bear Riaed the neighborhood of Fort Hall, the country is nc
all inviting to an lllinoisan, and passing over into Califier does not place you among olive groves
vineyards. Neither does it afford a genial atmospbéttalian warmth. But the good is beyond this, as
will see by following me to the region of the dust. attwill make the country everything desirable. With
this dust (which | hope may not prove as detrimentalitosouls as this we now inhale is to our bodies,)
country, though it be an Eden, will seem a barren wasté the adventurer will return from it sick wi
disappointment. Distance 25 miles.

Wednesday, 25th—Cool morning. Cold nights and hot days seems ttheerder of the weather in th
region. Started at 7 a. m. Traveled down the valMiater scarce and impregnated with salt and alke
some pools being of strong sulphur, of course not gend to drink. The day is sultry and dusty. Pas
several pools which, if they run at all, soon lose thelwes in the bottom. They are perfectly clear and |
and look inviting, but are not pleasant to the tastsme hot and some cold. Encamped, at an early @i
the bank of a small stream of warm water, which invited Weber and myself to do up our washing. -
water being of the right temperature, we got throingtalf of the usual time. Distance 16 miles.

Thursday, 26th.—Breakfasted before sun-rise. Soon after stantieg;ame to the source of the warm stre
where were a great number of boiling hot springs, smoiimththrowing off clouds of vapor. We could 1
endure our hands in the water. It boiled and bubliteda pot, which proved that the furnace which heit:
could not be far beneath. Continued up the valleyrsigs. Then ascended a ridge and nooned; after v
we descended a gentle declivity into another valley—gahssveral pools of water. Encamped. Water
grass very good. Distance, today, 20 miles.

Friday, 27th.—This morning we called to mind that we had been alfsemt home four months, and th
still it would require another month to finish our jouynd good fortune continued with us. Last nightgec
of our best mules died, from the bite of a rattle-snaleis is our first bad luck. We passed up the valle
came to some pools of sulphur water, and others whiakamed quantities of alkali. Our animals dre
freely, which made some, for awhile, quite sick.— Pds$lspugh a “kenyon.” The ground around the sprii
and in the bottom, showed strong signs of salafatlking soda, Ed.]JCrossed a ridge that opened into a
large valley, that had a pleasant look after travelingrapntbe hills so long. This valley is irrigated
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numerous streams which take their rise from springs. ikEntamped. Grass and water tolerably g¢
Distance 20 miles.

Saturday, 28th—Started at the usual time. All fair. Three miles freamp, we came to what we suppo:
to be one of the sources of Mary’s River. It wag foufive yards wide where we came upon it, and inci:
in volume as we followed it down—receiving the tributerany springs and branches. We stopped w
there was abundance of good grass, as well as smallvgjlghich answered admirably for cooking purpo:
Being on what we called the river which here is eighiearyards wide, we concluded to remain until Monc
so as to afford our men a chance to repair and tigippeour wagons. The water is rather too warnvitakd
so we fill our casks with it and let it cool. Our men allevell at this time. Our mules have done their patr
faithfully that we would like to give them a little more trélsan usual; but, | think, by Monday, they will

recruited. We have but three or four mules that at@sgood as when we started. Distance, today, @n
miles.

We are now 1339 miles from St. Jo. and 1682 from Spefdyfi

Sunday, 29th—Morning quite frosty. Ice three-fourths of an intiick, in our vessels. Today has be
rendered memorable by a feast of frogs. The memfawn Saturday afternoon, observed large numbe
this interesting quadruped hopping about in the vicioftthe camp, took it into their heads, to go a frogg
Accordingly, they turned out, caught a great manyg wif their hides, and, when served up, they w
unanimously, pronounced excellent—quite a delicachiéndesert. Pharaoh knew nothing about turning
of his plagues to so good an account.

Thus another week of toil is ended, and we enjoy teeafethe Sabbath. During the last week we have
but little cause to complain. Water has been abunddmithvis, indeed, a luxury in this dusty country.
Sunday mornings, we perform our weekly round of sfgwvwhich circumstance has gained for us sc
notoriety, as the greater part of the emigration petheir beards to grow, which makes it difficult
determine to which of the races they belong.

Monday, 30th.—Cool morning. Thermometer 26 deg. at sun-rise—r&bdeg. There was some show
white frost, and ice was formed in our vessels. Matearly start. Men all well. Mules well rested. Our r
led around the slope of a hill, along the river. Pasised¢onfluence of Mary’s with a stream, from the no
of equal size. Crossed a ridge. Encamped in therhaitothe river-bank. No. 1 Wagon, to which | belo
got some little out of repair, and prevented our gtig or three miles further. Distance 22 miles.

Tuesday, 31st—This morning was mild and pleasant. | rose witsed head-ache which lasted all day,
that | was obliged to ride in the wagon. Passed ttéreegof a young man, from Finley, O., who is saiidue
died of consumption. Continued our course down ither — Toward noon, we were delayed, a few ho
by the breaking of one of our wagons. Several oftiba@ complain of costiveness [constipation]—the ¢
nights and hot days do not agree well with them. Rlassme very hot springs. Encamped, at the foot
ridge, near the river. Distance 15 miles.— Stopped easlywe are told, it is now eighteen miles to the |
water.

August 1849

Wednesday, August 1st—Started as the first sun-rays gilded the hill-tops mdouCommenced the asce
of a hill, passing through a “kenyon”, and leaving tiverrto the left. Crossed the trail of the first emigdse
three times, and saved about one-half their distaheg,ttaving been probably compelled, by high wate
take the route they did. About half way, we had thedgfortune to discover three tolerably good spring
short distance apart, from which we got a supply oewatifficient for mules and men. The road is v
crooked, in consequence of its leading through theegoofjthe hills. Encamped a short distance belowav
we came to the river. Distance 18 miles.

Thursday, 2d. —Rose very early; three o’clock a. m. being ouralisime for a cook and teamster to ri
and that is early rising for men who are tired at nightis time, we had breakfast before it was fairly lic
At this point, we left the river again, and climbingeo a hill, passed along the windings of the hollo®ame
to the river, in the afternoon, but found no grassysaontinued down the river and crossed it at a vierityp
ford, water warm and gravel bottom. Encamped threesrheyond where we came to the river. Grass
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the mules seemed to prefer the young willows. Fears &eet@ned that grass will be poor along this ri
Distance, today, 22 miles.

Friday, 3d.—Moved off at 5 a. m. down the river, in a nortesticourse. Crossed at 10 a. m. Grass
poor. Mules still seem fond of young willow, which isuabdant. Scorching sun, and a stifling amoun
dust. Very thirsty and the river water too warm teich it entirety. We turned, in the afternoon, a so
west course, down a large, broad valley, which hady @athe season, afforded excellent pasture, but
now parched and sere; yet we managed to hit upon tédegedss for the night—using the willow for woc
The hills, along here, present the most barren and ssgjlearance of any we have yet seen. Nothing
them, seems able to survive long. They are compdseslaanic rocks rising in a solid facade on either ¢
of the valley. We are cautioned to beware of Indianagalhis route; but none, as yet, have made 1
appearance to molest us. Some few clouds are floatiagthe horizon; but rain cannot be expected, a
season of the year, in this climate. The men henetmto the river to wash, and B. D. Reeves came
being drowned, but he was relieved soon and brougbbrieciousness by rubbing. This may operate
caution to those who cannot swim well. After the alagd bubsided, everything moved on as before—
incident, as no harm was done, served to give anlsafo the conversation which all enjoyed. Distanci
miles.

Saturday, 4th.—Our course still lay down the river, about sixteen sjite the point of a mountain, arou
which we turned a north-westerly direction—leaving tiver to make a great bend to the left. Had no g
or water for eight miles. Our fears were excited égiisg most of the vegetation dried up; but we succe
in finding a grassy spot for our encampment. The sggdominates in this bottom and is of every stit
form and appearance. Two other valleys diverge hita-tone coming in from the south-east, the othenf
the north. Encamped at 1 p. m. Distance 18 miles.

We are now on the north bank of Mary’s River (or Hahdtis,) 1454 miles from St. Jo.—1797 fra
Springfield.
North Branch of Humbolt

Sunday, 5th—The good Sabbath has come once more and anothefvexlkis ended. This day we enjc
very much. Contrary to expectation, we found a finstyr& in the bend of the river— discovered as it v
by accident. Since we have started, we have nevezdaghod grazing, for our mules, on Sunday—enat
us to observe, scrupulously, that provision of ounsTitution which has set this apart as a rest day.

This day is one to be remembered from the appearancegans of Cook Matheny, Reuben McDaniel ¢
his nephew, each on a mule and leading one packedavétv necessaries. It gladdened our hearts t
them; but we were surprised they should be travelingahmode and alone. There was a general bul
admiration for their daring. They acceded to our invitatdsojourn with us during the day, and their pe
and troubles were related. Their adventures wetlgeofind encountered by most persons who get sepa
voluntarily or otherwise, from their mess-mates. Waeried from them that Gormley is alone, packing,
E. Cook, Johnson McDaniel the hatter, and J. Condeliagether with a wagon. Several of our Springf
folks have got scared and taken the shoot to Ore@déimat a history of a great movement, by our Ameri
people, will be written when, upon the record of thette® years, shall be revealed the signet, and all
gold? For your gratification, | will collect some of tineidents that have befallen others, when | can comn
the leisure to do so, and the heat has somewhat ad@mderything does not fizz when it is touched.

Monday, 6th.—All bright. We started early, and moved down theriwetil noon, which was very warn
thermometer standing at 98 deg. After which, we cbasemall hill, upon which we saw the grave of E.
Bryson, aged 34, of Louisville, Ky., one of Bryantsngpany, who died July 15th, 1849. Traveled a nc
west course. Encamped on the river. | am suffdrmg a bad cold. Distance 24 miles.

Tuesday, 7th—This morning our road led to the north; then aroubérad of the river, inclining southwar
forming a half circle. In the afternoon, we crosaeshnd-ridge, leaving the river and the old trail wiédbut
little traveled this season. This road across the ridgemade by the advance portion of the emigratio
avoid crossing the river which | presume was highcagmped on the river. Distance 21 miles.
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Wednesday, 8th—Breakfasted before daylight. Left the encampmentiatrise. Continued near the ri\
during the forenoon. The afternoon, our road runtsagsterly. There are indications of the grass ha
been good during the early part of the season, bubdvisall withered. Passed a grave sacred to the nye
of A. C. Baldwin. Size of the willow is diminishing.t is not here more than an inch in diameter, yel
depend upon it, principally, for fuel. The river hag increased in volume, perceptibly, but has a muc
tinge and moves more sluggishly. The bottom is fublofighs in which the bulrush is apparently the ¢
tenant. Distance 22 miles.

Thursday, 9th.—Took up our line of march early. Wm. Broadwell ghtia horse, saddle and bridle for $
We came on a sand-bluff, which wearied our mules rargh. We crossed the river, leaving this abomin
sand for a bottom road. Saw several wagons that éed lleft by the owners on the road-side after ha
packed what they most desired. Small parties of paekersoming up with us constantly, all of them want
some article of provision. Continued on the same afdke river, the road being good.— Encamped on
bottom. Grass poor and only growing among the wilowDistance, today, 15 miles.

Friday, 10th.—All well. Continued on the same side of the river f@o or three miles, and then crossec
the right bank. The fording was deep, Here we faugdeet quantity of a very fine, red berry, resenmgpthe
currant. Its name we could not learn. Immediatefpitgeus rose a lofty mountain, with a valley opening
the southwest and another to the south-east. Mrhehdff the Daguerrean Artist, came up with us on pa
His company went ahead and he remained with us wit the next day. In four miles, we came to the t
up which the road went. A note was left here, forbysPr. McKenzie, of Cincinnati, informing us of tt
sand road ahead and there being neither grass ner foafifteen miles, and but little grass for seventy
miles. We called a counsel at 10 a. m. to decide uperptticy of commencing this journey tod:
Determined to wait, let our mules rest, and start turég the rising of the moon. Made 6 miles today.
Maria Biddle Back in Springfield, lllinois

Birth of Edwin Webber Biddle

+

On August 11(18), 1849, Maria Biddle gave birth to her thiogl, and named him Edw
Weber Biddle. Sarah Weber, Dr. Henry and Angeline wettetver. Her kind neighbors seem
to vie with each other in doing everything they could for heti] she was strong and well on
more. Maria needed all the love and tenderness theylgavfor she was very lonely and sick
heart!’

Maria Biddle Pinched Financially

For the first time in her life, Maria was feeling the sfipgverty. The uncertainty of B. R.’s
whereabouts kept her constantly worried and nen®us.was very busy throughout the day
and found little time to think about herself and heultfes; but she could not sleep at night—

136 Shepherd, Nicholas H. Bornin May 1822, in Néuvk State. 1843-1844 Census lists Shepherd dsigdist” at 549 Grand Stree
New York. “It is known that with their knowledgé chemicals many druggists went into the then new aciirg business o
making daguerreotypes.. As early as 1845, Shepherd was taking pictures inugcities of lllinois. October 30, 1845urnal
advertisement: late of New York City; has taken redar a few days over the grocery store of J. Delamy’ddams Street. “Liste
as a daguerreian in Springfield, Ill., 1845-1848ior to recent discoveries, he was credited witintathe earliest daguerreoty
of Abraham Lincoln, in 1846.” January 10, 184rnaladvertisement: Daguerreotype Miniature GalleryrQkie Drug Store o
J. Brookie. “...he will remain at the above room uthtél £ of February...;” May 7, 1848ournalreport on visit of N. H. Shepher:
daguerreotype artist, to Decatur, Bloomington areted in northern part of State; May 28, 183égisteradvertisement
Springfield Daguerreotype Gallery, over the drugrestof J. Bookie; “Lincoln’s earliest known photographic likeness, ms
probably in 1846, when at the age of thirty-severwlas elected to the U. S. House of Representat®eginal daguerreotype
believed to have been made by N. H. Shepherd, nm@jeld, lllinois. Library of Congress.” Januaty, 1847 Register
advertisement: Springfield Daguerreotype Miniatur@oiRs, Northwest Corner Public Square, over the DraogeSof H. R.
Pomeroy. 1848 Gibson Harris, a young law officekcheith the Lincoln and Herndon firm, had once roahwith Nicholas
Shepherd at Springfield. Harris wrote that laté848 he had received from Albion, lllinois, a lettelting that his photographe
friend and room-mate was about to start for Califortiarris never heard from Shepherd again. He keiélvat perhaps Shephe
had lost his life on the Overland Trail. 18%8urnal June 20, 1850: report from Sacramento City, Galif, stated that forme
Springfield residents in the area were well, someevi@oking for gold, and “Shepherd the daguerrestypvas merchandisin
there...” Nicholas married Ann Williams on September 2, 185%gaatramento, Californial860 Census for Sacramento City lisi
Shepherd as a “farmer.”
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or when she did sleep she would often wake hersaljing over some terrible dream. Then
she would he in bed, trembling from shock and fraftér the terror of her dream.

She had no way of knowing if B. R. were alive andasafiet: and she would think of the
reports that had been brought back from the Westheoinimigrants who had been
murdered by Indians,—or had died from thirst or c¢holéier only solace was her faith in
prayer—and she prayed fervently each day, than®ainfinite goodness and mercy, would
guide and protect B. R. (and the other Springdfielélges) on their perilous journey. ... The
harvests were poor that year, and the rents and neot@éned unpaid. There were many
things needed for her little family, and money shoalldut away for taxes. B. R. had always
attended to everything of that sort; and it worriedrtzge than she would admit. Her own
property was tied up so that she could not getiagyftiom it; and she was unwilling to accept
help from her family—who would have been glad totessisthey had known of her plight.
At last she decided to have some boarders, as wetimesrs. She had her own vegetable
garden, cow and chickens—and occasional meat frdarmtegs who could not pay their
debt, to her, in cash: so she decided that a fevddrsawould almost pay her running
expenses. With five children (and one of them a khig/was no small undertaking: but
“where there’s a will there’'s a way”, and Maria tao& of her family without any financial

aid from otherg38

Saturday, 11th —In compliance with our resolution of yesterday, sterted a little before 1 o’clock th
morning. Ascended the bluff, which was very hardipgj after which we found some sand but the
generally proved better than we had expected. Gosadhe fifteen miles by 7 a. m. Took breakfast
grazed our mules— resting three hours. Then followeditke, which makes a considerable bend, turr
first to the north and then inclining to the south. Hladétom gradually enlarges. The first or low bottc
along which the road runs, is walled in by a benctaage of sand—the whirlwinds raising columns ot
in every direction, the mountains entirely bare of vegetatithe-enly thing to attract the attention being
smoke that rises from the camp or the signal fires oDilgger Indians. These Indians manage to keep
respectful distance. Encamped on the river-bank—mngaRb miles, today.

Near this point, is the fork of the Oregon road whigas explored by Mr. Applegate, who conducted
emigration successfully along it to Oregon—making thadhef the Willamette Valley in 1845. As | a
writing this, | hear little else discussed around methetmerits and demerits of this new route. It leads
Oregon at or near the Willamette Valley, avoiding the G#sddts. near to Lewis’ Fork of the Columbia
crossing the Sierra Nevada at a very favorable p&yant speaks, in his book, of having had a \
unexpected though pleasant and cordial meeting on thés vith the Messrs. Applegates, who had b
three months exploring this route. A portion of the entignathis season, propose going this way, on acc
of there being more water and grass along it thatherusual route to Sutter’'s Fort, and not increadieg
distance to that point—a point in which we all feel a deggrest because of its furnishing us with provisi
for the winter. This cut-off, as it is called, will take fusm this, (nearly sixty miles from the “sink” ofet
river) almost due west to the head waters of Feather Rivtre vicinity of the Gold Region (that was,)tor
the head waters of the Sacramento which are not far Feather River. It will not require more than se
or eight days to accomplish the journey. The Oregorerwill be left, a few days after taking it, and a t
taken to the left which was traveled, last season, witkethirwagons, by a man named Clareson, whc
since settled on Feather River, and has given MessiGebland Myers, two mountain traders, a descrif
of the road, which induced them to take it, this mornivith eleven teams. Others are following them dui
the day. We are laying over and will take a vote, omdl&y, as to whether we will take it or not. We h
discouraging news about the grass on the old routepanahules, to take us through, must have grass.—
cut-off is supposed to have plenty, as it has nob esveled this season. It also places us in whatlaga
year the Gold Region, and, we presume that the opsratidl there will have facilities for procurin
provisions.

We are on the west bank of Mary’s River, 1567 mitesnf St. Jo.—1910 miles from Springfield.
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Sunday, 12th—Another Sabbath has smiled upon us, and, underrttegpion of Providence, we ha
reached this point of our journey in health and peaith, nothing to alarm or make us afraid that in th
weeks, or less, we shall not be in the settlement of SuEert.

Monday, 13th.—This morning a council was called and a vote taken wgwt course we should take, whi
resulted in our selecting the new route—Ayes 14, Nay§tose opposing were R. Hodge, E. T. Cabanit
F. Taylor, B. A. Watson, E. Fuller and T. Bilison. Tlenaining companies all following in our wake; |
none of them agreeing unanimously to do so. In twaililes, we came to a feeble spring and some g
We dug holes and got nearly enough water for olesauTo this spring, we came nearly due west. Her
stayed three hours. At half past three, we stasated,ascended and descended a mountain by gentéss
Passed through a bottom and up a gentle acclivity. Tesgended into a “kenyon” and the road, wt
heretofore had been good, became rocky. The walksitbar side were high, and it was night. Mr. J.
Watson, and others, went forward in search of watdrgrass, until half past 10 o’clock at night, wheaying
met with no success, we encamped, tied our tired multee twagons, halted two hours for the moon to 1
and then, determined to find grass and water, allhamude called up at near one o’clock. We hitched up
were off in half an hour. Distance 28 miles.

Tuesday, 14th—"0, Yes— all hands get up!” was heard as the mmse above the hills surrounding ¢
camp. All was stir, and in a little while, we were wheel#d the line of match. Our poor mules were hur
and thirsty, and remaining would not supply their war@ur road soon took a north-westerly direction

continued so nearly all day. Sterility and volcanic desolatigrywhere prevailed. The day was fine, but
warmth unfavorable to our thirsty mules. For fourtegles, we traveled over the bed of a lake which is |
dry. In the spring-time, it had been covered wales.our right, rose the black rocky point of a moumté

the vicinity of which were several old craters. As progressed, our mules began to show signs of éat
Passed several horses and cattle which had givemmditwagons that had been left in the desert while
owners went abroad, with the teams, in quest of wéte2.p. m., when men and mules were almost exhau
we found some water that was warm and hardly drirkadnid, some distance below, we discovered or
the largest and most remarkable boiling springs weskad. Grass plenty. Traveled 13 hours. Distanc
miles.

During the last two days, we have come fifty-two milex] aur teams are now more weary than they |
been at any previous time. This is a hard placetémkgo cross unless they be strong and in good orde

Wednesday, 15th—Our mules had faired well, but we were obliged to mosatiously. The water beir
warm did not quench thirst as well as if it had been caid; &ere, all the water, both warm and cold
strongly impregnated with salt, which renders it uniaddiee. The men suffer from thirst. Nearly everyth
we eat or drink has salt in it, and nearly everythinigos We put some boiling water into buckets at ni
which cooled by morning so we could drink it, but it dit quench our thirst. The emigrants began to cr
in upon us with tired teams—many having come ahead ,retiioned to their trains with canteens filled w
water. Mules and oxen were brought to drink, and téleexk to the wagons at night. In justice to those"
were behind us, we determined to leave this placegarn some springs that were a few miles aheac
about three miles, we came to other springs so hostima¢ oxen, in their eagerness for water, rusheddr
were badly scalded. Here there was grass, and sbmevere with us encamped.— Our company passe
three miles further and came to some water that wasabbt where there was fine grass. Close to
encampment, is a boiling spring, in which we boiled gdaniece of bacon finely. For supper, we had pear
rice, bacon and a pot of tea. Cut grass to take wgttdetermined our mules should not suffer agé#ife
learn that we have to cross another desert of twentyg ntdemorrow. Distance, today, 6 miles.

Thursday, 16th.—Everything ready—grass for our mules and casks fillithd water. All rose at one o’cloc
and moved off at half past two to cross what is caledSalt Plain. We found the road to be very sanc
spots; sage was abundant and the ground coveredmititrustation of salt. Made a halt at seven; besadéd
and gave our mules grass. We then had a very hesady road for five miles, when we descended a |
into a bottom, at the head of which, after traveling a rashkterly course, we came to fine grass and w
in great abundance. We next turned the point of anta@y inclining our course westerly, the prospec
having food for the mules became encouraging. Adtessing a desert of seventy-five miles, our mi
seemed brisk and lively. We stopped to give them veatdrallow them to feed several times during the |
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There are only fourteen teams ahead of us, on thisroet®, and they serve to break the road and me
plain. Distance 23 miles.

Friday, 17th.— Two horses were reported to have been shot, last n@te of them was killed by a wou
in the neck, caused by an arrow with a flint point. Missee of our mules, this morning, and left a n
requesting those behind to bring him up, if found. $t&ted from camp with our road in full view, windi
up a gentle acclivity, in a westerly direction. Nearghenmit, we came to an abrupt pitch where we he
use our big ropes to let down the wagons. This intedws into a “kenyon” that opened into a pretty val
After which, our road turned to the right and entere@ry narrow defile, with walls rising, on either side,
the height of several hundred feet. Here we foundsgmag water. This place of gloom and shadows
favorite resort of the Indians. A cavern yawned in llodd facade of high-piled rocks; and, from f
indications, the savages had made it an asylum fromélaé blinds and storms of winter. We passed bey
about a mile, and encamped in a fine “kenyon,” whieeee was excellent water and a rich variety of clo
We have prepared ourselves against the Indianswydhaur guns put in order and loaded. There islacep
since we have been among the mountains, where veelfead so much occasion to be in dread of an at
Stopped at 2 p. m. Distance, today, 12 miles.

Saturday, 18th—Morning is quite cool—ice made—overcoats in use. Dutignight, the encampme
was roused from slumber by the report of a gun, whiak understood to be the signal for others to thiee
alarm. The denouement was rather laughable. letuout that Mr. J. B. Weber being on the watch, a
horse having passed the line without being seen byterheard the noise, hailed three times, and the |
not answering, he fired but missed. The fellows laughretisaid that he fired so as to hit if it were an Inc
and miss if it were a horse. So it passed off as a guad and, the remainder of the night, our rest
uninterrupted.

Our road led, this morning, through a narrow and edicegy rocky defile. Here we broke an axle-tree, t
having a few on hand, our mechanics soon put ith&mo We next came to a beautiful meadow of finasg
and well watered. It was, indeed, a cheering sightre ittee hills began to assume a gentler form, anc
could, once more, see daylight, which was pleasantladieg shut up so long in dark defiles and moun
gorges piled with frowning rocks, There are strikingtéees in the scenery of this country to be notec
every traveler. The last “kenyon” was so narrow ascaly to admit a wagon; and this the only pass tiinc
these interminable hills towering everywhere far ahgseTo our surprise, in the midst of these ruggecksl:
we found good grass and fountains of cold, sparkkiater. A knowledge of this, to those who are beh¢
would be priceless—such is the anxiety felt about ite fidad, this evening, is smooth. Encamped at 4
in a fine patch of grass, surrounding an excellerihgp Distance 15 miles.

Sunday, 19th—Once more, we look back upon another week of oungmuended—a week that will lor
be remembered by our company. For a time, our bwekthe lives of our poor animals hung suspende
doubt. | hope, from this forward, we shall not lack graswater. Our men are generally well, and, in t
rustic teamster’s garb, it would be difficult for theid driends to recognize some of them.

During the last week, we made 103 miles. We are noMigh Rock “Kenyon,” on Applegate’s route
Oregon—1675 miles from St. Jo. and 2018 from home.

Such has been our experience on the new route veethken—a route of which we had but little knowled
but which was preferred because a majority of us werinced this would lead us to the Gold Regior
the Sacramento or Feather River sooner than the rousalamn Trout River, and across the Sierra Ne\
at what is usually called the Bear River Pass, angcthdown to Sutter’s Fort. The tide of emigration v
doubtless, flow in that channel; but the ultimate resuleloan determine which is the better route.—
have had no reason to induce us to believe that wedwawe the wrong way. We had arrived near enoug
the sink of Mary’s River and the fearful dangers afssing the widely extended desert beyond, to wat
from that way if we could get grass and water ortlaroroute. In taking this course, we followed the lef
an experienced mountaineer, who by risking his owpgnty gave us the best assurance that plenty cot
found after two day’s travel. The road had been goveg by Oregon emigrants, but the grass had not
touched this season.
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We have traveled through the wildest region the imatipn can depict. Volcanic desolation cov
everything; and, but for the green little meadows appganirthe midst of wildness and sterility, one mig
think a civilized being had never trodden these des&utitude claims this region as its dominion; and ra
is it interrupted save by the degraded, half-starvegh&i Indian, whose characteristic is stealth, and
would scorn to possess himself of anything save bft.tiNever before have | been in a region so wild
drear and desolate, with not a tree to break the mopatthe view. We are now approaching the mounte
and, by the middle of next week, we hope to stamthe summit of the Great Sierra—from which we s
have a first glimpse of the Promised Land, whose &distrpure water, green valleys, and the consumm
of our “golden hopes” will inspire our tired bodies ampitiss with the vigor of new life. Our mules, too,
then have rest and food to recruit them after five lmmgths of constant toil. You can hardly imagine v
what interest we watch over them. When one showswamptoms of fatigue, or sickness, the attention e
whole company is directed to his recovery. They Haen our dependence to bring us through, and ¢
mule has endeared himself to us until we feel towdrestas friends.

During the last week, | have thought much of Spreldfi As “Distance lends enchantment to the view,
absence brings to mind, more vividly, the endearmeht®me. Few men would wander from family &
friends, if they did but take a philosophic view of tréngrhe partner in our joys and sorrows, the chilafe
our love—the affection of the one, the innocence efdthers, would keep us all at home, if we would
take things as they are and accommodate ourselves tircbenstances of our condition. But, as the w
is, there is a necessity for gold. There are a thousadadne ways in which money may be used, and gc
compels us all to have it. Very many have sacrificedyeganobling quality upon the altar of Mammc
There are many men, on these plains, who have adeptedrseness of manners and language, anc
violate the common courtesies of life with an impunitgtttvould indicate their birth and education to h.
been in a less favored land than the United States.gdldeobtained is but a small portion of the history
such an expedition. There is much to be learned of tiienen in which the characters of some men
developed by peculiar circumstances, and all may learorlssd wisdom by the study of themselves.

Monday, 20th.—All reported well. Soon after starting out, we passeulith a very rough, narrow “kenyor
Doran and Hodge killed a fine antelope, which was wakenough, for we were sadly in want of fresh m
Soon after, Eastman and Moffat killed another, andretheought in some sage hens. After passing o
hill we saw, for the first time, proudly glittering afaretinowy peaks of the Nevada. We now entered a v
whose principal vegetation is the sage—a shrub of whHgbkewe have grown weary; but, without it, in .
probability, this vast extent of country could never tzessed. It has been our only fuel for hundreds ofan
At the end, a lake of salt water, we came upon veexpactedly, as none of our guide-books mention it.
entered a mountain pass, and did not find a suitablsefgb encamp until after 8 p. m. The distance ac
the sage desert was sixteen miles, without water.s\fffered some, in consequence of not having taker
supply. Distance, today, 24 miles.

Tuesday, 21st—Morning cool. Breakfasted on antelope steak. Caetirup the pass until, once more,
Sierra Nevada burst upon our view.— Descended into@wagrassy valley. The surrounding hills we
decked with a few scattering cedars. Crossed adelayrhills, and came to a hot spring where, as theg
was good, we encamped for the night. It is invaridbéycase, that the warmth of these springs cause
to be surrounded with luxuriant vegetation. We are large valley at the foot of a great mountain wh
brow is veiled in clouds. Distance 14 miles.

Wednesday, 22d—Our course is nearly north, this morning. Passedakisig hot spring, from which issut
a pretty stream. Crossed the bed of a lake, from whé&had a good road to the base of the mountain:
which we traveled during the afternoon, passing sonjestia pines and streams of pure, cold water.

nooned under a tree and enjoyed the shade. Th@dirsbf the mountain the ascent was moderate; tel
earth being mellow, it was hard pulling. Half a mile lglouus to a pine grove, with grass and water
gorge. Here the men built a big wood fire, which didhipgs brown. At this spot, we concluded to hald

take the steepest of the ascent, in the morning, whemad well rested. On this mountain, we found the
large timber we have seen for many weary miles. Itn@feshing to the vision to see the tall shafts ris
proudly into the air, crowned with thick foliage whidtrfg broad, grateful shadows along the steep moun
side. Distance 17 miles.
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Thursday, 23d—Cloudy and every sign of rain. Course west. Atm.awe doubled teams and commen
the ascent. A mile and a half from camp, we reachedtimmit; but the atmosphere was so smoky ¢
completely obstruct the grand view we had anticipatBg.the time we had brought wpriere, the mules
were much fatigued. When we got beyond the sumngitsthoke cleared away and revealed the shaggy
covered with lofty pine and cedar, and a fertile bottpreading beneath. An involuntary shout went up
made the welkin ring. We unanimously agreed that Heahraind Napoleon—the regal conquerors of o
times who scaled the Alps— might have boasted of sumchchievement as that of scaling these Amer
Alps. The descent was easy; and, at half past anepaamped.— The hunters broke for tall timber and <
the evening in an unsuccessful search for game at&/all delighted with this side of the mountain. Tine
is softer, the climate milder, the vegetation of a dedpéhter green. Distance 3 miles.

Friday; 24th.—Course north-west. Sprinkle of rain, last night. Air, thisrning, pleasant. Traveled fiy
miles down the valley. Crossed some low rocky hills, again entered the forest, and descended a F
Goose Lake. Encamped on a branch which pours tsrsvanto the lake. The Oregon trail leaves this al
south end of the lake. Distance 18 miles.

Saturday, 25th—Morning cool and autumnal.— Piercing east wind madedessary to put on overcoe
Rose at dawn, and traveled down the valley, along &lse bf the mountain from which flows many pre
rivulets of the purest crystal. These little streams all akeutherly course, and we suppose them to be
springs of the Sacramento. At the lower end of #ikey, we crossed over some low, rocky hills. Noone«
the bank of a stream. Then crossed over some Idsvamitl descended into a narrow valley with a brook
which the rivulets empty. This evening, we had somghawad. Timber rather scarce. Encamped
bottom where there was good water. Distance 21 miles.

We are now 1773 miles from St. Jo. and 2116 from Sfielldg—on the western side of the Great Sie
Nevada.

Sunday, 26th—This is the 22d Sabbath we have been from home. ©mdhrow, at 2 p. m. we will hay
been five months from home. Nor do we know howfathave yet to travel. We are wending our way sc
and trust we shall arrive during the coming week to wivee can hear something about gold. The dist.
has been greater than we supposed—consequently t@keaslonger to perform the journey; but, we are t
we shall get to the “diggins” early enough as it has heen sickly at the mines during the present sea
We have met, on this route, some men with teams eirethploy of government, who have kindly given
considerable information.— Some of them knew Hamilt@m@bell /*/ and said he was down among
mines and had not yet left for home. These men camdatour having come this route, and were pus
on to bring the Oregon troops this way. This enagad us.— They thought there was no doubt of
succeeding in our enterprise, if we would manage ptppad save what we got. Mr. Weber and myseligh
repaired to the shade to enjoy the quiet and writdattars; but | have been attacked with a severe helael
which prevents my saying more.

[*I Hamilton Campbell is brother-in-law to Mr. Biddle, anchip a resident of Oregon.

Monday, 27th.—Morning quite cold. Rose before day-break—got owakfast and were on the line
march by sun-rise. | was still afflicted with a heattgovhich became so violent that | was obliged to
in the wagon, and that did not afford me much relief,the road was very rough. Crossed some poin
hills, continuing our way down the stream. DistaBteanmiles.

Tuesday 28th—Very foggy morning—were unable to get anything likeatisfactory view of surroundir
things. Our little brook is enlarging and now yieldssame fine fish. Cooks were up by half past thred,
we had an early start. Went over some very stony r&@alv several well constructed fish-dams, which
the men in a great way about fishing. The Indian®lthug a number of deep pits near their watering pl
to entrap the game. Crossed the river eight times toblgyhead is better, but the excessive pain of yeate
has made me quite stupid. Distance 15 miles.

Wednesday, 29th—Ice in the vessels, this morning. Something diffethis from the climate of lllinois
The high altitude at which we have traveled has madecéssary for us to wear overcoats, at night, du
summer, and sleep under blankets. A dog that weghtdtom Naples, lllinois, was shot, last night, by
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guard, in mistake for a wolf. The accident occasioaegeneral regret, for he was a good dog and we
hauled him a great deal in our wagons, to get himutfindo guard the camp. Our road during the forer
was rough. Half past ten, we came to the much-de€iredon road—the main trail leading from the hea
the Willamette Valley to the Lower Valley of the Sacrament@oméd two miles beyond, and caught a 1
mess of fish. During the afternoon, we had a smozat.— Encamped at the head of what Fremont call
Round Valley. From this point, we have a view of Blhasta and the tallest of the Sisters, both coverdd
snow. Mt. Shasta is 14000 feet high and is the highest on the Pacific coast. The Sisters are also
and derive their names from standing near each otligriraa line, one above the other. The atmospise
so filled with smoke that we can see but little that surdsws. Distance 15 miles.

Mount Shasta, California

Thursday, 30th—This morning, fire felt comfortable. All well. Traved down the valley, following th
bend of the river. This valley seems to be very fedild only wanting rain to develop its richness. Noa
16 miles from our last encampment and near the loweroéntie valley, in view of a steep acclivit
descending which we observed some packers who ptovet] as we had suspected, citizens of Oregon ¢
from the “diggins”. They gave us a great deal édiimation about the gold, the price of provisions, etcd
showed us some large lumps of gold. They assuregumuld make $30 per day, but gave us to under:
that we were further from the Gold Region than we sigbosed. Most of them knew Campbell—saic
had been down in the mines, but was taken sickhaddyone home by water about the time they were e
for home. They said it was twelve miles to the neater, so we concluded to wait until tomorrow. Dista
16 miles.

Friday, 31st—Round Valley is seventeen miles long from north tatlso In view of the road ahead bei
rocky, all the men of our company we could spareh wien from other companies which had encamped
us, went ahead to clear some of the worst stonestiiermoad. The road led from the river across atc
many hills. At 4 p. m. we came to a stream of refreskvater—the first we had since morning. Went at
a mile farther and encamped where there was an abceddé good grass and water. About 35 wagons
encamped here for the night.

Today, a species of the oak has made its appearararegahe pine, for the first time. We seem now tc
fairly among the mountains, where it is more rocky thay place we have yet seen. Distance only 10 rr

September 1849

Saturday, September 1st—Rose before daylight. Started as the sun was risind began to ascend
mountain, some of our force having gone before tard&vay obstructions. Some fine, scattering cedans
observed on the surrounding hill-sides. Atmospherg simoky. Nooned in a narrow bottom, which afforc
us but a scanty supply of grass for our mules. ¥kt crossed a steep hill; and after passing a spring adi
entered a forest of large pines mixed with spruce,rcedd fir. This was a kind of timber | had not be
accustomed to see, and seeing it in its loftiest pridgrafith excited my wonder. — Some of these tr
measure six and eight feet in diameter. The barkgocovered with a long yellow moss, gave to it a \
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beautiful appearance. Just at dusk, we encampedrmal bottom, with but little grass and no water,
went to bed supperless and weary. Distance 20 miles.

Sunday, 2d—Today, for the first time since we left home, we hbeen compelled to travel on the Sabb:
We started early in search of grass and water. Tedww/er some exceedingly bad road in descendi@
mountain where we had passed the night. In five milescame to a large bottom, where there wa:
abundance of good grass and pure, cold water. E€themd animated by this good luck, we encamped &
day.

We are now 1870 miles from St. Jo. and 2213 from Spefdyfi

This Sabbath finds us in a place that | cannot bettsigdate than by the name of the Camp amonc
Mountains. We are surrounded by mountains that seetefy our escape. We have been struggling
days, past, to escape from their rocky sides and sisrithout success, and now we are in the midst of tt
Since we crossed the Sierra Nevada, the road is mckg, rand our wagons have been more endangere:
injured than in all our previous progress. Our waybdeen impeded, and seemed to increase as we con
to advance. We have yet to travel eight or ten daysdefe arrive at the settlements. Yet we do not fee
have anything to regret in having selected this routeryelvody we meet confirms the wisdom of our cho

Monday, 3d—All reported well. This morning was the coldest sineeleft home, decidedly. Thermome
stood at 22 at sunrise. Over-coats all on, and the awelescrowded away from the fire by the men stan
around. Started early. Road rough. Atmosphere smdkgveled thirteen miles before we came to we
Nooned on the borders of a small lake, on whose biémksshed a new species of pine. This afternoon
had a very rough road, but were obliged to travel fiftedes and, to our disappointment, found little gr
and no water. After a scant supper, we retired, imtentb rise early and go in quest of grass and wi
These long drives over bad roads with scant allowésrceur mules, operates very hard upon them, but
are capable of great endurance. Distance 28 miles.

Tuesday, 4th—Rose, breakfasted and were on our way beforegisan{n five miles, we came to an excell

spring gushing from the hill-side, which forms, of ifsa considerable stream below, fretting itself intoray f
and then rushing with a loud noise along its rocky bEtkre being some grass here we concluded to stc
dinner. During the afternoon, we passed througliitlest forest of pine, cedar and fir | ever beheldMiany
of the trees are one hundred and fifty to two hundred fifty feet in height. We descended a long il :
came to a fine, large, grassy bottom well watered.s Thisix miles from where we nooned, and, find
everything favorable, we encamped at 3 p. m. Distad@amiles.

Wednesday, 5th—Fine morning. Caught a great number of small festt,evening, which made us a cap
breakfast. Followed the road down the bottom and beneatshttdow of the hills, upon whose sides g
lofty trees from among whose roots spouted many coolinggg Came suddenly upon a precipice, d¢
which we were obliged to lower our wagons with rop&sis introduced us to another valley; and, a
fording a creek we came to the head of Feather River -aatihd stream of the purest, clearest water | ¢
saw. The river is fed by large springs, and wheremssed, it was fifty yards wide and so deep thatrite
near running into our wagon beds. We crossed therbpaod nooned at the foot of a ridge. During
afternoon, we scaled the ridge. Seven miles broughtt agributary of Feather River, up which we trave
two miles and encamped in a small bottom of fine grag® scenery here is picturesque and beautiful ghc
There is a wild loveliness in the view, environed as keebg snowy peaks, that | never saw exceeded. (
appeared to be abundant. Our hunters went out; buasttao near nightfall for them to be success
Distance, today, 18 miles.

Thursday, 6th.—Had an early start. Doran killed a deer, which waeat, for we all wanted a taste of fre
meat. Grisly bears are numerous about here, and alstd@sire to have a chance at one, but they are ta
for that. Their footprints are, however, plenty aldhg road. We traveled up this branch until we adriat
a point that divided the waters, and immediately we wereeling down a stream that flowed directly
other way, bearing the tribute of its waters to DeeelcreOur road next led us round the point of a t
mountain, changing our course from nearly north te @ast. Road rocky. In about eight miles, we caor
where a stream flowed in from the north-east, whicheaeed to be Deer creek, forming by its junction v
the one down which we had come, a fine, large bottamjsghing an abundance of nutritious grass. Hert
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nooned, and found a large company of troops encampeiig-an exploring expedition commanded by C
Warner, sent out to the Sierra Nevada to find a praddaalite from the Sacramento to some pass ir
Nevada Range. They had, for pilot, Peter Lawson, el&ions to have brought the first wagons through
route. It savors rather of a wild speculation to tdlkailroad through this part of the world; but they naay
it. Uncle Sam can accomplish much. — The officersomad to be gentlemen, and they gave us much u
information. They had also shown their liberality anchpgithy in furnishing provisions to many that were
distress. An expedition fitted out by the governmenhwit other object, would have redounded more tc
honor and credit, than all other exploring expeditiofere | sold my little pony for $100, and you would ¢
that he was well sold; but the little fellow had grown gotfat, notwithstanding he had had some man o
back all the way out. —From this point, we came oveerg hilly and rocky road. At our noon encampm
we cut grass for our mules for one day,—as we had bed by Mr. Lawson that we were now entering u
the most difficult and scarcest part of our route. Aaxhed a spring, but found very little grass. Encam
Distance 18 miles.

Friday, 7th.—We rose early, and had our breakfast over by the itinvas light. Our road this morning w
any thing but good, very hilly and much rock; about fines to a spring, but no grass. Here we filled
cask, and then proceeded on. The timber continuesvterpéarge. Today we discovered a very fine kinc
raspberry, which grew on low bushes. — The fruit yuas$ ripe, and we ate abundantly.— Our road lea
to the verge of a very deep “kenyon”—the deepest dlubst we have seen—We nooned in the timber.

cones of the pine were very large, some measurimg ffoto 18 inches in length. In the afternoon we fie/
on this ridge, which narrowed in places to near the wafithur wagon track—the breaks in the ridge m
steep hills to pull up and descend.— Between sevdreght miles from our place of nooning, we left
large timber and came to a barren ridge, with butwatfees to interrupt the desolate appearance of ¢
thing around. This is strictly, in the language of tbartry, a “thrown up country"—and presents noth
but sterility and wildness—a fit haunt for the grisly baad mountain goat. We had not got more than a
into this region before we upset one of our wagonsglwprevented us from reaching the place we desit
for our encampment, called “Deep Hollow.” We encampetthé brush until morning. Giving our mules 1
last of the grass we cut on Deer Creek, tying thewlugght, and without water; we now felt that our totes
had come. Our road increased in roughness. Ourngagere dry and we had no water to put on them.
mules were, of necessity, growing weaker from th@nsiness of their allowance. The men were weal
being obliged to hold on to the wagons with ropesetepkthem from upsetting and jolting to pieces. Thi
all others is the place to try men. But, let to-morrowiteltale. Night when we encamped. Distance
miles.

Saturday, 8th—Foggy morning. Rose early, and, before we bretddashe upset wagon was righted, ¢
we started for the deep hollow where we expected toaater for our thirsty mules. In a mile and a ha#,
got to the top of the hill. The descent was very steepwe reached the bottom in safety; and had todak:
mules more than a mile for water. Here there was assgBreakfasted and hitched up, having to put fif
mules to a wagon to pull it out of this bottom.— The ascecupied nearly three hours, and was the ha
pull we have had anywhere since we left home. We alleatt at the top safe. Half a mile further, we fot
a bunch of dry grass, with which we fed the mulEsom that, we came three miles over a road that exc
any description that can be given of a rough road—tbezéfmust leave it to your imagination. We succee
in getting over it without any material damage and empeshon the ridge, with no more room than is suffic
for our wagons to stand upon.— We found water, a roitbé left, in a deep gorge. The labor is greatHel
mules to get at it, or the men to bring it to camp. Titasg market is decidedly inadequate to the denr
With all our toil and perplexity we only succeeded in mgkKime miles today.

Sunday, 9th—Pleasant morning this; and, if we could have beenreviae would have had what w
necessary for us, we could have enjoyed the day aweédst the desolation around. But our mules were
much in want of grass for us to stay much as our nezuled rest. It would have been our choice to |
remained, but necessity compelled us to go on the fidwujatest of a better place. Such was the difficult
obtaining water, at the encampment, that we did witboutcoffee at breakfast. Reluctantly, we startec
our way, and had not proceeded far until one of theelghof No. 1 wagon showed signs of giving away
we had to stop and fix it. Here we came to anothey loédroops under command of Col. Carey. They
stopped here to leave their wagons, intending to packdhroNot far from this, another wheel of No. 1 t
to be repaired before going any further—the reshefitain being all in advance, except Mr. Walter' gom,
which had also broken down. The team was taketatop, three miles ahead, and the wagon left in
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charge. Mr. Weber came back very timely to my religh some water. After this, Mr. Broadwell came w
more water, and remained with the wagons—Mr. Webeat, rayself, going to the camp for supper; al
which we returned to B. with something to eat, andaieed with him all night.

The encampment is in a hollow, within one mile of giass water. This has been, with us, a day of troul
On to-morrow, we hope to get through and make soajge from these everlasting hills and rocks. Disti
9 miles.

We are now 1970 miles from St. J0.—2313 m. from Sprahgjfi
Arrive at Sacramento

Monday, Sept. 10At 8 A. M. after some repairs of our wagons, wecpered onward. Weather warm.
10 1-2 we entered the great and beautiful valley oB&eramento. We stopped a moment and unfurle:
Star Spangled Banner from wagon No. 1. At 12 we nbandeer Creek, where there was plenty of gr
Afternoon proceeded and at 3 p. m. halted within a afiMr. Lawson’s settlement. This is the first settlem
we have seen in California. He is a German—spealgidh well—and is rapidly accumulating a fortu
here. His stock are worth $60,000.

We have some gentlemen from the mines in our camp.y $heak encouragingly of the prospects
obtaining gold. We are now sixty miles from the esn

Wm. B. Ide lives 25 miles from here. He is well knowrassuccessful miner and is said to be worth $100
Today we saw Indians. Mercury 61 at sunrise—92 at-sedMat sun set.

Tuesday, 11th—Left camp at 8 o clock, and moved to the moutbeér Creek—a beautiful stream—a m
below the residence of Mr. Lawson. We find excelleiitl grapes here. The country around is thic
timbered with heavy oaks of low growth. We exchang@dor mule for a fat beef, on which we dined—a
which the company which was formed on the Nebraliajnanimous vote was dissolved—the object
remaining together no longer existing; previous to whialote of thanks was tendered to Mr. J. B. Wal
for the able and impartial manner in which he had diggththe duties of Superintendent during the jour
Our company subsequently decided to locate at Reddétiggins, near the Sacramento; and that two wa
be dispatched for Sacramento City—under the directionesské. Biddle, Smith and Sattley.

The Indians here are friendly—wash our clothes, busgrapes, and execute other jobs—and are deli
with the old clothes we give them for their services.

Redding, Shasta County, California

Redding, officially the City of Redding, is thewtdy seat of Shasta County, California, in
northern part of the state. It lies along the Sacranieiver, is 162 miles north of Sacramento, and 120 n
south of the Oregon border. Interstate 5 bisects ttie anity, from the south to north before it approac
Shasta Lake, which is located 15 miles to the nortlk. 2010 population was 89,86Redding is the large:
city in the Shasta Cascade region, and it is the foartiekt city in the Sacramento Valley, behind Sacram:
Elk Grove, and Rosevill&*°

139 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redding,_California
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Thursday morning, 4 o’clock, Sept. 13th— Messrs. Biddle and his company leave this morning
Sacramento City, to purchase provisions.

A few general remarks will now close this journal.

After traveling between five and six months, and passiver twenty two hundred and eighty nine mi
according to the time kept by our own company, whilone hundred miles shorter than some o
companies make it, we reached this point in perfect haatttfine spirits; having every reason to believe
our anticipations on leaving Springfield will be fully realis No one of our company has been dangerc
ill since leaving home, except Benjamin Taylor, who s@sn restored to health and strength. The only
we have sustained on the route is one mule, andwiasuppose, died from the bite of a rattle-snake.

kind treatment we have received from emigrants ali@gtbe road, prove that our company have acquire:
respect and esteem of all that knew us; and we feglicehat no train has been more successful in ge
through than ours. We would rejoice if we wereai@rthat all would get through as safely as ourselves

Mrs. B. R. Biddle,--residence on 7th street south. |
Biddle is now on his way to California,--belonging te tl
Springfield, Illinois, Mutual Insurance Company. Thstl:
accounts we have had of this company they were en
point of leaving Fort Laramie. We suppose that they
now near their place of their destination.

Journal Wednesday, September 12, 1849.

BIDDLE'S CALIFORNIA JOURNAL.
[Received by the last arrival from San Francisco.]

Monday, September 10th, 1849—If you have read the date corresponding with thvsich | enclosed ir
another envelope, you will remember you left us inlitet-our wagon broke and almost without water
grass; and myself, Messrs. Weber and Broadwell wighbitoken wagon, three miles from camp. In
morning, we had some assistance to repair the wagdnadiitle after breakfast, we were in camp anc
hands ready for a start. The train was soon oniitding way. We commenced the ascent of a steep
and, after traveling four miles along a rocky road, esme into the Valley of the Sacramento. The joyldegl
all, I cannot describe.

140 Journal Wednesday, September 12, 1849, p. 4.
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After we got fairly into the Valley, we formed a lineisted our little flag and gave three cheers for theow
we had achieved. It was evident we had not conqueitbdwt scars and broken bones. The men, with
long beards and dirty and ragged appearance, woutddiiited the sympathy of our friends could they h
taken a look at us. But we were all together—men, muldswagons.

We regretted the smoky state of the atmosphere whistnumted our view of the surrounding scenery. A
traveling four miles over a stony road, we came to Besgk—which is here a fine, clear and beautiful stre
Crossed over, and two miles below encamped, at thtendis of half a mile from Lawson’s house. This is
first glimpse of civilization since we left Fort Hall. Distze 9 miles.

Tuesday, 11th—This morning, at an early hour, we hitched up oanmtg and moved two miles lower do\
the creek, to where the grass was better. Here wbregkto stay, a few days, to get some fresh meatpc
washing, &c. We negotiated for a beef by giving eken down mule in exchange. At this place, we v
amused by the manner in which the Indians caughtattie they desired to butcher. They would start ¢
them, on horse-back, and, in a few minutes, bring timmwith a lasso wound around their horns and t
legs. In that condition, they would throw them and dragrtin alive. The horses are well trained and d
by the horn of the saddle. The sport of lassoingrg eeciting. We killed a beef and had a feast; aftieictv
a meeting was held and the union, which had, until,tsebsisted among the different companies,

declared to be dissolved. A vote of thanks was tedddre J. B. Watson for the impartial manner in wh
he had discharged the duties of Superintendent.

A meeting of our company was then called to determinehwivas our best course to pursue —when it
resolved that we should start two wagons down to Sacrtan@ity, for provisions, forthwith, while the oth
wagons would pursue their course, up the Sacraméntahat is known as “Redding’s Diggins;” and
committee was appointed to make out a report of what arges. At night, the report was handed in .
accepted, and Messrs. Smith, Sattly and myself, wememissioned to accompany the wagons. It
determined we should start on Thursday morning. Accorglivgk set about making preparations.— | v
glad to be one of the men chosen to go to the Cityhaped it would be the means of enabling me, thaeo:
to get letters from home. The distance to the City ofé@aento, which is at Sutter’s Fort, is estimated at
miles. The point to which the other wagons are goirgpim. distant.

Wednesday, 12th—This morning it was announced that all who desiregrit® letters home must have the
ready during the day. After breakfast, all retireaj anost of the day was spent in writing letters. Our wua
were put in trim, the teams selected, &c.

Eastman’s company started up to the mines, todayy Whkee not ready to send below, at this time. AQ
many Indians have visited us, and some have been eagpioylo our washing—which they do badly. Arot
this rancho, there are some of the most degraded Indiahsve seen since we left St. Jo. They are perf
naked, without shame, and lazy and filthy—althougtytare large, muscular men and every way adapt
some useful employment. All these ranchos have a hdrdnmore Indians attached who lead lives as se
as the most abject slave.

The buildings of this country are composed of sun-dbiéck and covered with boards, and are kept by
who have no families, who are principally engagedaising horses and cattle—the prices of which
raised considerably since the discovery of gold.

Thursday, 13th —We had the luxury of a cloudy morning. Looking ardicamp, at an early hour, it w
discovered that two of our men were missing. They dizatonded, during the night, taking with them
their valuables. Their names are Odenheimer and Jldel. They were sent out by Mr. Thomas Campt
with Mr Weber as agent. They may come back, buthivikinot. When the thing is fully ascertained, | v
say more about it.

At 8 a. m., the wagons were ready to start—so we fmdevell, and were soon on the road.— Traveled ¢
miles and nooned. In the afternoon, we followed the be#tarossed the dry beds of several creeks—c
to Potter’s creek, upon the bank of which Mr. Pottertaiadamily reside. The interior of the house presel
a much better appearance than any we had seerpfog ime. Near this dwelling is an Indian village,ledll
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a Rancho-ree, comprising a population of one hundredw here some very fine hogs. Encamped one
from the house, under an ample oak, where thereawabundance of good grass.— Distance 21 miles.
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Feather River

Friday, 14th.—Sitill cloudy. Started a little after sunrise. Passed thraulgélt of sparse, scattering timb
In five miles, we came to a brook, where were mangwifilled with rich clusters of grapes. Five mi
further, we crossed Butter creek—a stream forty fedewand rushing on its course with arrowy swiftn
Down this, we traveled two miles and came to Neaheha, where were five main buildings, in the mids
a thick grove. Mr. Neal has a fine looking family, emdreat many Indians about him. We then eme
from the timber, and passed along a fertile prairieooéd ten miles from Neal's. Then traversed
undulating prairie with soil of a reddish cast; and reaered a forest, extending two miles to Feather R
and encamped beneath the branches of a large dase Trees are not very tall, but many of them spoaga
S0 as to cover a surface of more than a hundredsfie® of the branches reaching to the ground. Grass
The noise of the water aided us in making a goottisgest. Distance 30 miles.

Saturday, 15th—Remains cloudy. Our road led us down the rivemsibes, when we came to two ranct
rees. The tenements consisted of holes dug inrthend and covered with dirt, in the same manner as
vegetable houses. The door is so small that a pessailiged to get on his knees to enter; and a hdleei
clay roof permits the smoke to escape in winter. yThed in store cribs of acorns for their sustenanc
winter.— Most of these Indians were naked. Two milesifthis, we came to the crossing of the river, wt
is hereabout three hundred yards wide.— Two miles dowmitier, we came to Rother’s rancho—a rat
poor thing, attached to which is a ranchoree. Fivesrileyond, we came to Burch’s house. Here thex:
bend in the river, and the road leaves it, for someudé®, making towards Juba River, [pronounced U
Passed two miles through timber, then eight miles prxairie, with, here and there a tree and no grabss
brought us to the Juba—a pretty stream, one hundaatbywide. Crossed over and encamped, wher
found excellent grass. Within view is a rancho of gapgearance, where provisions are kept for
Distance 25 miles.

Sunday, 16th We lay over here, today, and our mules are fanel)h The wolves disturbed our rest, [i
night, by their barking and prowling about the carijnis morning, when we came to look, we found no n
for breakfast— the wolves had walked off with it, bag all.— We breakfasted on coffee and crackers,
devoted most of the day to writing.

I am now fairly in the Valley of the Sacramento, awoditd for Sacramento City—though not with my wa
bowl on my knee.

We are now 2067 miles from St. Jo., and 2410 m. frorm@field.

Monday, 17th.—Cool morning. Traveled down the bottom until we camEeather River, which seems
have increased in size since we left it.— After édang sixteen miles, we came to Bear River, which mi
more properly, be called a branch, it being only st feide at the ford.— The banks are, however, verys
and it may contain a great deal of water in the sprimg-ti Four miles further, we came to Nichol's ranc
Mr. N. is putting up a very good two story house. éHee struck an extensive prairie; over which we v
four miles to a pool of water. Two miles beyond this,caene to water again. We left the main road
encamped, about three-quarters of a mile to the right, @ pool. Distance, today, 26 miles.

The grass being far from good, we started early andegded across the prairie, finding no grass unti
reached the timber bordering along the American Fdriwhich we arrived at 2 p. m. This being but th
miles from the City, and the pasture good, we condude=ncamp and stay here while we went in to nr
purchases. Very many are encamped around us.
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B. R. Biddle on Way to California

Journal, Wednesday, September 5, 1849
Biddle’'s California Journal, Concluded.

Wednesday, 19th—After breakfast, Mr. Smith and myself started, fog City, on foot. Two miles fror
camp, we came to the American Fork, pulled our bootamdf waded it. It is a limpid, pretty stream, ¢
hundred yards wide at this point, which is a mile abitsseonfluence with the Sacramento, and but a |
distance above where the business of the place isinoe:

Sacramento, California

In the Sacramento bottom, we came to the City. Itifeply new and presents a singular appearancere!
are but few frame houses put up as yet, except thé figmes brought from Yankee Land. Many ¢
however, in the course of rapid construction. Langgness establishments, selling their thousands mor
are built of a few posts set in the ground and coveidds and roof, with common muslin. These white-t
houses, scattered among green, over-hanging trees, upak scene beautiful and romantic. There are ¢
tolerably good houses, but none over a story and alwdif Lumber is scarce and commands a heavy
Mills in the neighboring pineries are much needed. Sheramento, at this point, is broad and deep, the
running several miles above. Frigates, schooners angués are lying here. Property is very hi
Everything is selling at the top of the market. We ledrihe prices of some articles; and, to give you a ge
idea of the state of affairs, | will mention them— Bre&d.%er loaf, pickled pork 25c. per Ib., fresh bed.:
per Ib., bacon hams 60c., sides 45 to 50c., cheet®e@8t., butter $1 per Ib. when sold by the keg; fiRilé
per bbl., pork $40 per bbl., molasses 75c. per gayar 16c. per Ib., tea $1 to 1,50 per Ib., blackdita,
crackers 20c. per Ib., two-gallon tin pans $3,50 toidcap canteens $2, picks $4 to 6, shovels $ 2,50, ¢
crow-bars $4, hay $45 to $60 per ton. Mules are wiooth $100 to 200—accordingly as they are fat or pi
oxen are selling from $50 to 100 per yoke; wagonsrelittle demand, as the emigrants ate selling offesat
amount of their stuff; horse-hire comes to $10 per daycommon laboring man commands $10 per d&
mechanics something more, but how much | did not leBaarding can be had for $3 or 4 per day.

The companies have nearly all dissolved and sold weatdney owned as common stock— Those
companies from the East, with large capital, whichught everything with them, have had the most to :
but the prices have made the transportation of theales a handsome business. Experience demons
that large companies do not hang well together. Veryymahen they arrive here, do not feel disposed t
into the mines and dig, but there are so many waysaiing money out of those who do go, that many
tempted to remain here. In preference to workinthémines, some resort to keeping eating housessc
open coffee houses, gambling hells, livery stables, &c.

Today, | saw Wm. Todd, the Doctor’s son, who has biege some time. He looks well and tells me he
enjoyed good health; and, from what | see and helaimgfhe has done well.— He tells me that James K |
is living and doing well. Key’s brother is in Monterayorking at his trade. Cook Matheny and Reu
McDaniel are here, and are not engaged at anythingmavihave a prospect of business in a few days. . (
B. R.s is here and making money by buying and seflindes. Young Swizler is with him. Mr. Cook a
David Eaton are here. They have been trading anddwne well. Mr. E. is spending this evening with
at the camp. Mr. Nourse is here, engaged in buyidgsalling. John S. Bradford is fifty miles below this

141 Journal, Wednesday, September 5, 1849, p. 2.
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company with Mr. Semple. Henry Spotswood started dowhdday, today. | sent my Journal up to
10th instanter, by him, to be mailed.

| find no letters here for myself or any of our compaand have requested Mr. S. to have our lettersdfiated
to this point. Not receiving any intelligence from henafter so long an absence, was, you may be si
severe disappointment. | feel encouraged, and, kthiith ordinary luck, we will have something to se
home, in the spring. The mines are averaging, toyedigger, an ounce a day—which is $16.

The prices of the articles | have given you, are tlodgbe City, and are doubled in the mines. Bacomyrfl
coffee and sugar are often $1 per Ib. tobacco §%56(b., and boots, shoes and implements to wortk, &ite
put at an extravagant rate. Driving team is good businkeasked some teamsters what they would char
haul goods to where we are going, which is two heddniles, and learned they would not go for less -
fifty dollars per hundred miles. Wages are reguldig what a man can make in the mines. Time, hgl
more emphatically money, than any other place t sa®r.

| bought a newspaper, today, for 25c., in the hbpéit might contain some news from the States. For
long months, we are entirely ignorant of everythirtgol has transpired at home.

[At this date, the Journal closes, for the present. rd’'dieye glimpse of the movements of Mr. B. is give
the following letter. ]
San Francisco, California

City of SAN FRANCISCO , U. C., [Upper California]
October 29th, 1849

In company with David Logatf? who stood in Irwin’s store, | find myself in the Alde’s office, scribbling
this letter, with the utmost possible expedition. | camerd yesterday morning, in a sloop, for no ot
purpose than to get messages from home, for myseélfree other members of the company. We have
treated very badly. There has not been a mail hemp,tiie States, for four months. We have no intellige
from lllinois, whatever, save that contained in a letteAtigustus Eastmatt® The mail steamer, with tr
back mails, is expected, daily; but it is impossible fer tm wait, as two of our teams are now awaiting
return to Sacramento City, to load on provisions to takihe mines. This, you will observe, is my sect
trip. When | returned to the company, from SacramentSeptember, | found that most of the men had |
sick—so it devolved upon me lo return, to the City,tfeo more loads. When | arrived at Sacramento, flig
neither letters nor papers had been forwarded, | judgeslld be acting for the best interests of the comg
to come to this post-office—accordingly, | am here.. Modge and B. F. Taylor are with the wagons. |1
here David Logan, Mr. Grey, John Clifton and Mr. ktig; and, | am told John Dermody is in town.

This is a place full of novelty, where everything and on a large scale. Grey has made a fortunehad
had the capital to operate, during the last ten daysldchave made thousands on pork and flour. Po
worth $45, flour $24 per bbl., and sugar from 20 to,2#r Ib.— There is great scarcity of boots and sf

142 David Logan (1824-1874), born on April 15, 182éar Springfield, lllinois, was the son of Judge Séeph. Logan, once a la
partner of Abraham LincolnDavid married in 1862 to Mary Porter Waldo, no ctell He was a lawyer, Republican party lea
and served in the 1854 Territorial legislature andlagor of Portland (1864-1868). He died near McMilla, Yamhill Co.,
Oregon on March 27, 1874. age 49 y's 11 m’s 22 d’'ssbdried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion §p@regon. David
came to Oregon in 1850, and began law practice falykete, but moved to Portland, Oregon. He ackigyreat distinction as
criminal lawyer and retired from practice in 1874.1869, he ran for Congress three times as Republaraimee, but was defeate
each time.

143 Thomas Eastman was born on December S, 1771 in kKim@&w Hampshire. He was married in 1792 in Augiétato Sarah
Cummings They had nine children born in Maine MrtEas was captain of a cavalry company in the waB&f2and was poste
between the Kennebec and Penobscot rivers to capgtdhes back and forth Maine being a district o§$dahusetts he represen
that district in the Legislature of Massachusetts @five times When Maine became a State he was dlecte of its Senators H
was also a Judge of the Court of Sessions in Waldo geadrgre he lived Mrs Sarah Eastman died Sept 3 182 Thomas Eastma
was married in October 1828 in Boston, Massachuss8issan Frothingharn a native of that city. They biael child in Maine ant
moved to Auburn, lllinois in 1836. Of his childrenlpsix came to Sangamon county hamely DAVI D borndbet 20, 1794 wa
married January 1, 1817 in Maine to Salinda Wooatae of Winthrop in the same State. They had fthildren and came t
Auburn Sangamon county Il in 1836 or 7. Of thehildren Augusta born in Maine went from Sangamombpto California anc
died there.
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Flour, pork, molasses and blankets are in demandn dfaopinion that every article will be run up to t
highest figure, before the people of the mines wilebgrely supplied. We have enough to do us, during
winter and spring; and, if winter does not come too hgroh us, there is no danger of harm to us. Bu
will be shut out from any news from home until spring.

Fortunes are being made here fast, by the lucky oAesity is being built up, in a few months. There
people here from almost every clime— but the most cudoeishe Chinese. There are a great many Chil
mixed in with this floating population. The streets arewtted with people and there is a great shou
business. The harbor is crowded with the vesseévefy nation, with their national colors flying from t
masthead. From the circumjacent hills, the view ofsthipping, lying at rest in the harbor, is surpassir
beautiful.

| see but few ladies—and those, | think, had better iredaat home.

There is but one church in the city—and that Baptighe©denominations preach, but they do it in tents
Weber, Taylor and myself, are the only persons whe legcaped being sick, in our company. We have
done much yet but hope we may during the winterinkitwe are not discouraged. The gold is in the Bis
and hills—and we mean to get it out. If | find it iSrggpto be sickly in the mines, during next summehdlk
go to Oregon, and come down again in the fall, 40 aperate a few months before starting for homeust
say, in short, that | hope and believe our expeditionneiilprove unsuccessful.

Odenheimer and Uhler did not come back. * *

B. R. BIDDLE.

N. B. —Sold a lump of gold, today, for the company,$800. It weighed twenty-seven ounces but conta
some rock. It was bought as a specimen. Mr. Fullenddu B. R. B.

November 1849

B. R. Biddle's Letter to Maria: November 1849

In a letter, written early in November, 1849, B. R. shat they were having rain and tt
many people were leaving, for fear of a flood; but thatidea of a flood was ridiculous, as tt
were on high ground and the water drained off almost as féstetis and that Mr. Reading (wh
had lived there several years) said that rains in Noven@ar lasted long—and that it would
six weeks before the real winter started.

Letter of Cook Matheny
Journey to California

JURP &DOLIRUQLD

--1 sawBiddle today; he was well. Of the rest of the Sprindfitkd we hear nothing. We

fear for them. Several companies have started thimnplace to their assistance. Dick
Oglesby is up in the mines and doing well; he haseaastd digs gold. | am now engaged

LQ EXVLQHVV ZLWK :P 7TRGGOWKDW , WKLQN ZLOO SD\ .

, ZRXOG QHYHU WKLQN RI PDNLQRBR Q\HKLFDRRKID W DG A\ KR
man wants here is energy, perseverance and econéeny.would advise all who are doing

well at home to stay there; and especially do not across the country. Washer after
washer of the dirt did we clean out, and found bull pendicles of gold.  Bradford is selling
goods at Benicia; Mr. Eaton is sending goods up toittessm Capt. B. R.s is still trading in
mules and horses. Maltby and his wife are keepiogrdibg house.

$0C
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E Cook Matheni#
November 2, 1849 Rain Begins

Biddle, Weber and Co. had most of the roof on their buildihgmthe rains started on t
second day of November; and the rest of the building wdsutfinished. They had also start
their log cabin across the street. The sidewalls wprand the rafters were in place; so t
stretched a tent canvas over the top, and had very comforiitabte dquarters for temporary us
They had expected to finish it properly before winter set inhmirain did not stop long enou
for them to accomplish anything until the winter was almost.ove

When the creeks and rivers continued to rise the minehsdlto give up work; and sot
the town became crowded with the drenched, homeless men, skeldrand shelter for the winte
It was soon impossible for wagons and ox-teams to makgiph® Sacramento, and return w
merchandise. When the people realized how far they weretfr@rsource of supplies—with ti
possibility of being flood-bound in that canyon all winter—manthefn became panic stricken a
decided to leave while they could still get out on horsebacky dffered to sell everything the
had, which could not be carried out on their horses, for whatever anyare pay.

R. J. Walsh, who had built the ferry at Green River, earlgersummer, had made mor
rapidly, and then sold out at an exorbitant price. Whenfinedrat Reading Springs he got a
next to Biddle, Weber and Co., where he also started a tradingapddtaving more ready mon
than any one else in the village, he was able to buy taraetities of supplies from the panic stricl
miners, who wanted to get to Sacramento or San Francisco tefamstire low-lands were floode
He bought their flour for 20 and 25 cents a pound, whictchat(in freight alone from Sacramen
50 cents a pound: and that winter it sold for $2.50 a pound atrige®rings.

Biddle and Weber's wagons of merchandise were the lgsttthrough from Sacrament
so, while they did not get as much from the unfortunate mitterg were well supplied with goo
when the floods started to close in on them: and were abhake an enormous profit during t
long, wet winter. Considering that the settlement was aad/so poorly prepared for living throu
three months of continual rain, it was remarkable that thasesw little real suffering.

Dr. Benjamin Shurtheff, a physician from Massachusetts (wdbaght the corner of tr
R. J. Walsh claim next to Biddle, Weber & Co.) took care effdw who were sick and need
attention. James Mackley took up the claim north-west of Bitfdeber W Co., on which he bu
the St. Charles Hotel; which, at that time, was the best heteleen Oregon City and Sacramel
February brought sunshine and a recession of the flood wh#gnsad held them prisoners for
long; and soon the little village was again a beehive ofigct*®

144 Journal, November 26, 1849, p. 2.
145 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 91-95.
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Biddle’'s Journal, Winter Quarters.

Camp-Hill Springs
December 20th, 1849

| address you from a point with which | have but liiegquaintance—having arrived here but a fortnight

Since we have reached the Valley of the Sacramento-r@pavirmounted the difficulties and perils of 1
Plains and Mountains, and attained that goal in ounguwhere we could look around, and rest a few «
from our weariness, and contemplate, with somethimgatation, the distance we had come and the thou
things that rose in the mind as we reviewed the reusince then, | have not noted every thing wr
transpired, day by day, but only such events asughbwould be most interesting.

| have been to Sacramento City twice, and to San Francism® When at the Bay, | obtained letters
myself, the Webers and Watsons, and one for Henmamdut no papers for any of us. | purchased
Tribunes at a dollar a number, and a few Califorr@ipgrs, the columns of which comprise the sum tot:
our information concerning the affairs of the world imeeal.

The bleak winter is now upon us with all its vigor and #eress—whistling its shrilly music along the tc
of the lofty pines, and howling hoarsely among the gsrgf the jagged hills— while many trees that w
the pride of the forest are bowed and broken bertbaih burden of snow, and the mountain-torrents
sweeping impetuously to the valleys.

The course of trade being stopped, | will have leisurdetmte to that other more pleasing departmer
duty—the retrieving myself from any charge that mightrbade against me of negligence to the claim
friendship.

I will now give you some items in relation to my returarfr the Bay to the Sacramento city and from the

to our camp at this place. On the morning of the ddtmy last letter to you | purchased some few adi

for the company and got on board a schooner at dlbak A. M. bound for “New York of the Pacific,

[Pittsburg, Ed.]a new place at the mouths of the San Joaquin rivethen8acramento, at the head of Sui

bay, distance from San Francisco 60 or 70 miles. Gffmatseare making to bring this place into note—

natural advantages | have not made myself acquainted Wiligre are but three or four houses there at pre
Benica, California Founding

Fifty miles from the city of San Francisco, is the flehihg little town of Benicia, which lies on the strait
that name, and at the foot of Suisun Bay. These statfour or five miles long, and introduce you irfie
Pueblo Bay, a sheet of water equal to that of the SuiBenicia was laid out by Dr. Semple, brother-in-I
to Mr. J. S. Bradford, of Springfield, lllinois, but wi® now at this place, in partnership with Dr. S. in
forwarding end commission business. The placeg&liaimproving, and will continue to grow. They a
making strong efforts to have it made a port of entiywo or three miles above the town, at a v
commanding point, the U. S. have established a navy wdttdthe advantages of a harbor, superior to thi
San Francisco. The government is erecting suitable hg#divith all possible dispatch practicable. Cros:
in my downward passage the bay of PudBlan Pablo, Ed.,]we entered the bay of St. Francisco. Thus
cross three bays in going from Sacramento city taittyeof San Francisco.

Arriving at New York, after a very pleasant sail ofoab six hours, with a fair wind, we exchanged
schooner for a pretension of a steam boat, makingvayrup the Sacramento to the city. Traveling all ni
we reached the city at 8 A. M. It had rained all nigimd the boat was so crowded that we got no sléeg
my arrival, | found Philip Weber, Eastman, Parkinsaorg all the members of No. 2 Company, having left
mines above, to winter in a more hospitable climénatnhines South. They were all well. They have s
gone up the American Fork of the Sacramento river. Siree thhave heard nothing from them. | h
learned that Hodge and Taylor had not got back fromm thpiup to Weavertown. On Thursday, howe
they returned—having been gone nine days. We lagnbiyriday, and bought articles to complete our Ic
for the company. | will now proceed to give you adnig of the troubles and mishaps which afterwardslb:
us.
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That night it rained steadily, the wind blew wildly,dait remained quite cold and chilly. In the morning,
put in our loads and left the City for the upper miné& crossed the American Fork, which was deepiigrc
and encamped 4m. on our way.

On Sunday morning, we rose early, and went in questiofmules. One lay helpless on the ground; in
course of the day it died. The rain setting in, the édgkis mule, and the straying away of the others, v
the beginnings of a series of troubles, disappointmemtd exposures, to which we had, until then t
strangers. We searched all day for the mules, witheeing or hearing of them.

On Monday it rained most of the time; we were neaeds abroad in hunt of our mules; but returned diet,
and without them. Search enough had been made to cenwénour animals had been stolen or had str
beyond our ability to walk after them.

On Tuesday it still rained. It was then resolved Hodue Baylor should go to town and buy a mule w
which to hunt our mules; and that, if we were then oosssful, Taylor should be sent to the compan
inform them of our situation and bring other muleotw relief, and that | should then write a letter to
company giving the history of our affairs. Next déng letter was written; and the mule bought for $100.
Hodge went out in search of, and some ten or fifteéasfiom the wagons, found five of them. We now |
mules to ride; so the following morning Taylor startedhtm camp with the news.— The mud is how so ¢
that to haul our full loads would be impossible; accorginge sent forward what provisions and otl
necessaries we could by H.

Along with Hodge, | started after more of the mul¥ge rode all day, found none, and returned to canegg
at night. Next morning, (Friday) | took a fresh mulentveut alone, and found two more of them; whe
brought them in, | found Taylor had come back; the Saertio was high, and he was afraid to swim his n
alongside the boat. | felt much disappointed at hismetur

On Saturday, it rained hard all day; we could do nothing,s® we determined to sell the heavy article
our loads, and try to make our way back with only abbawt. to the wagon. Another of our mules d
today—and we know not to what cause to attribute it, uitdxsto the chilling rains that have fallen duri
the last week. On the next forenoon the rain costinin the afternoon Taylor was dispatched to a her
rancho some miles ahead, so as to be prepared darlgrstart, on Monday morning, in quest of the rigchar
of our mules. He brought in three more; but one meathto be found. | sold our flour today at $32 g,k
pork at $45 per bbl., and one hundred pounds of iwarad at 18c. per Ib. On the sale of these artictesdle
a clear profit of $150. We delivered the property, arrdnged to leave in the morning. Tuesday came
with it rain all day. We learned that we could notg@ehg on this side of the river—so we had of necgs
to cross the American Fork, which now had to be ferriedagpin through the City, cross the Sacrame
and try to get up on the other side. We had to wait earttucross the American Fork in the rain, and did
succeed in getting over, and reaching the City, loni) after nightfall. When we arrived, we were wette
skin and cold as we could be. We put our mules tdfdrathe night; then took supper with Mrs. Maltby.

The streets of Sacramento are covered with wategpdired to my bed in the wagon; but, together with
clothes and cold feet, you may be assured | sleplitbef and the next morning | arose with a violent cc
The day was spent in crossing the Sacramento, at ®ft$8 per wagon for ferriage. Eight miles from
city we encamped, where there was but little grass.

The next day we moved about ten miles through gitéficulty, the mud being deep, and the mules be
unable to draw the wagons.— We encamped, and hadgyass for our mules. The next morning | was ta
with a violent headache, and remained in bed in trgowdor the whole day, Mr. Hodge driving the team
an incessant soaking rain, to Fremont, a small place atribégn of the Sacramento and Feather rivers.
was on Friday; and we came to the conclusion, onutmt®n, that it would be folly to attempt to get up
camp, even with empty wagons. Whereupon we sdidheuremaining portions of our load at this place,
one wagon in the care of a resident, branded our manesturned them out to grass till spring, reserving
of them to pack a few things and ride up to the campre Hlodge and Taylor determined to go back tc
city, in order to obtain work for the winter. | wessolved to reach the camp of the company, and mmgk
report to them of the whole affair. | gave them somaegpand on Tuesday we parted.
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| came 12 miles and camped alone. It rained alltrégld until noon the next day. This was my first t
alone, with two mules, and the rain had set in, eeind the traveling very laborious and difficult. Nexztyc
| only went six miles through the rain, came to a han@and was permitted to store my baggage under sh
— Turning out my mules, and furnishing my own beddingich is the custom of the country, | lay on
floor before a large log fire. These were comfortaileommodations compared with those | had the r
before. Here | met with persons from the up-coyntityo used every possible argument to dissuade me
undertaking so perilous, toilsome and difficult a jourrtayt | could not give it up until I had made a tri
The difficulty consisted in high waters and bottoms or lamds bordering the streams, “whose bottoms
they expressed it) had dropped out—a horse or an xgrown.”

| shall not attempt to take you through every mud-hdiere | mired and had to unpack my mules, eve
their saddles. | crossed creeks, sloughs and swaittpgreat difficulty, and at the risk of life and theperty
I had with me. As the details of all these trials arsdistiers would fill several sheets, | will sum all up to
arrival within twelve miles from camp, by saying, tlsatfar as regards myself, | had better taken the a«
of those persons who came from above. | exposedargon very much; was taken sick with a chill; lgy
one day, when | very promptly broke it up with mediciard in two weeks from my starting from Fremc
reached camp. The sufferings and toils | undenietitese two weeks, and indeed, during the whole
will be indelibly stamped upon my memory.

Twelve miles from this place, | met with B. A. WatsonSEDean, Thomas Bilson, and Thomas Whiteht
on their way to Sacramento City, and from them | leduthat the company had separated; that the pro
in their possession had been sold and the avails distritarethg the members, and that a spirit
dissatisfaction prevailed among them. | encamped Wwéhtthat night, and the next morning made my
up to camp on foot, having left my two mules at thellmgy post, to be kept for us.

When | arrived | found no one at home but Mr. Rodhaimo was not well. The others were out mini
They came in about dark—J. B. Watson, Fuller, WeberJahdson. These compose one mess, and o«
one end of a double cabin two messes had built éonihter. Sattly, Doran, Broadwell, Smith and Ree
had built a cabin to themselves about 200 yards dit dther end of this double cabin had been occupie
those who had gone away. | had been set aparthetmtess, and had the control of the room alone.
all appeared glad to see me. | made a report of pyyatnid although those who could work had done tolgr
well, Fuller determined to go below for the winter. érhproposed to take his place in the mess, bougt
his interest in the mess things, and in this way wasledab avoid the necessity of keeping Bachelor’s F
E. T. Cabinis had associated himself with some Oragen, for the purpose of operating, leaving
connection with the Springfield Company entirely. Mrll€ustarted to go below on the 6th of Decemt
From this point | will resume my journal.

December 1849

Thursday, December 6th—This morning | went over to Olney’s creek, some rsides from the cabin, il
company with Watson, Johnson and Weber. Mr. Wahdmyself operated together. This is my first da
the mines;—and, of course, | could not reasonablgetjo be very successful. We breakfasted before
break, walked six miles before sunrise, and made but littteub labor.

Sunday, 9th—This is our 37th Sabbath; and as serene and beautiéulyathat have preceded it. The m
are all well, and seemingly cheerful in each otherdetg. | am now recovering from the effects of |
upward trip . . . | was, indeed, almost entirelykeno down. This morning, we resolved to have prage
night, and to hold religious exercises every Sundayningr This will be to us an additional bond
brotherhood.

Thursday, 13th—It is raining and snowing alternately. Some of us wetpleyed making buck-skin purs:
to hold our gold. It would make you laugh to see hangé we have made those intended for use next sur

We intend going next spring to Trinity—a river west sfsome fifty miles, across the Coast Range, a
chain of mountains bordering the Pacific is called. Tikisrrempties into Trinidad Bay; the region throu
which it flows is but little known, but is rumored to behrin gold. — It is a wild country to adventure intt
every obstacle must yield to the search for the yellowIm&¥e intend finding a passage along the Trinit
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the Bay, and from the Bay to the Ocean before we |€aliornia; and, it may so happen, we will securt
ourselves a favorable location for future speculation.

Friday, 14th—Still it rains. Nothing can be done out of doors in tley wf digging. We find amusement
darning socks.

Saturday, 15th—Ceased raining this morning. Went to work, thoughas wloudy and threatening. Abc
noon it commenced snowing, which made our labor @eitydunpleasant.

Sunday, 16th—This is our 38th Sunday from home. It rained and #mwed all night. The snow is nc
eleven inches deep around the cabins, and much deepbe adjacent hills. Every thing looks bleak i
desolate; but the cold is nothing like so intense as theewsi of lllinois. We have spent the day pretty m
in reading and writing; our little library affords amptfl for the mind. Some of the back-logs in the fiaep!
measure two feet in diameter. As we look upon theyrdeze, and feel the generous warmth, we ca
help spending a thought upon those of our compary v@ve gone to the Lower Country. If they did

reach the City before this weather set in, | appreltiesy will encounter serious hardships.

Wednesday, 19th—The committee appointed to settle the business of theayrsold the remainder of tl
mules | had left below, all the wagons and harnessalinide surplus property of the company. Weber
myself bought three of the finest mules in the lot, mym wagons and the harness. The sales amount t
thousand dollars.

The snow is from twelve to sixteen inches deep. Baewing and raining all day; and the streams, froer
mountain-side, dash onward in their pride of foam, asgh wild with savage joy.

Thursday, 20th—The Genii of the Snow and Rain, among these mountséesn to be twin spirits, forev
holding alternate or blended control of the weathethe shifting winds decide. Operations in the mimes
almost entirely suspended.

Mr. W. has begun making a cradle in which to rock fanorite. He has studied the science of cradles
he can make one that will nearly rock itself. This cradking we will be perfect adepts in—for it's ro
rock-a-way, from morning until night.

Doran and Sattley intend going down to the City. The youag seem all to be taken with a fever for gc
below, to live cheap during the winter. In the Springpbefjoing over to Trinity, | will probably go to tt
City myself to purchase provisions.

Friday, 21st—Still stormy. We have completed what work we couldldors; and have now only to turn
the enjoyment of our books and fire. | speak ofé¢hte more, because these hills never, until now, seé&a
a scene like that presented by the interior of ouincaldany of the most ancient ranches of the neighlumt
are not so well provided; and the Indians, in their squator nakedness, never dreamed of such a thii
comfort. —

Saturday, 22d—This morning was misty, and had the appearancespfiag-thaw in lllinois. In the evenin
it commenced raining. The snow inflow melting awayywvepidly.

Sunday, 23d—After being veiled from our view so many days, the shone out brilliant as ever. Sattl
Doran and Reeves are preparing to go to the Cityhig canoe. Their departure will leave John B. Wat
Lewis Johnson, John B. Weber, John Rodham and frigsalmess by ourselves: and we intend opere
together during the next season. The other membeteeafompany will be scattered to all points of
compass; and we cannot hope all to meet togethesimtirid. The next summer may work sadly upon sc
but upon whom the deeper shades of destiny will sstiMth the months that are to come to decide. |1
many of those who have endured so much to get hilldae compensated (so far as wealth can compen
for the toil and privations to which they have, in thiduntary exile from home, subjected themselves.
regard to the abundance of gold there is—there carbloe one opinion.
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Monday, 24th—This morning was ushered in with smiles, with scarcéoad to dim its clearness. Spril
seems to have come to cheer us after the gloomy bbthie rainy season.

Mr. Johnson, in the capacity of cook, is now activerlgaged in preparing a good dinner. It is true, weal(
have here all the nice things at home, but we have guitegh to get up a tolerable entertainment, considt
all the circumstances. Our bill of fare comprises the dpaity of light bread, sweet-cake, beans, ricefesn!
venison, peach-pie and dried peaches.

I wish | could be with you all today. | know | shall bemembered when you gather around the Chris
board, and the wish expressed that | could be withaod the desire to know where | am and how | amde
so far away.

| sometimes wonder at the swiftness with which timgspa. It seems but a little while since | left home,
a full year will soon have circled away—leaving only themory of the past, its varied scenes and stri
events. Many who started in this pilgrimage for goldehsickened and died; others who have reachec
country will return poorer than they came; and some wilbgok to those they love blest with fortune. |
these last will be few in number, and their story willasesunny spots on the dark canvass that will pic
forth this epoch in the history of our nation.

B. R. BIDDLE.

Reading Springs, California

Most of the lllinois emigrants decided to try their luckReading Springs:(— which ws
described as a beautiful place, with plenty of fine rgpnivater, about three miles from t
Sacramento River and near a number of gold-bearing streamg.foftied the Sacramento Riv
near the mouth of Cottonwood Creek, and drove north parallelti river until they came 1
Reading Springs. The place, and its location, had not been awetest by those who he
described it to them.

Merchandise Store at Reading Springs, California

Aside from the fact that there was no level groungl#ee was ideally located for a mining
town: and the few people, who had come from Oregad,pitched their tents on the hill
sides, and were delighted at the prospect of hav@eneral Merchandise Store in their
village. There was a road (or trail) running along thesidesbf the creek that divided the
hills and formed a narrow valley, or gulch. It wasviitler than a ravine; so the houses, on
either side had to be built on an incline. Those pianeamed this narrow road “Main
Street”, and took up claims on either side for lassirhouses and residences.

The firm of Biddle, Weber and Co., which consiste@oR. Biddle, John B. Weber, John
B. Watson, Lewis Johnson and Augustus Johnson, tookeuplaim, 62 by 250 feet on the
west side of Main Street; and another 35 by 12@rietsie east side of the street. They put
their wagons containing merchandise on the large lot onghsisecof the street, where they
started to put up their store building; and pitchesr ttents on the east side, where they
planned to build their living quarters. One or twthefmen slept in the wagons, to watch
over and protect their property.

There were a large number of miners panning gold frorréaks north and west of Reading

Springs and their business was good from the $teay. needed the goods they had shipped
from St. Louis to San Francist8.

First Trip to San Francisco

B. R. and John Weber (who were also anxious to get mail freaneheolunteered to tak
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the wagons, and extra drivers with the ox teams, to @™ for their supplies, while the otht
partners stayed at Reading Springs to finish their store building

A friendly Indian went with B. R. and John Weber, ttaaqyuide; and a number of men, on
horse back with pack animals, wanted to accompamyathéar as Sacramento; for they felt
safer from hostile Indians if a number of men travébggther. However most of the
Sacramento Valley Indians were Digger Indians, whogteat cowards and usually friendly
to the whites.

From Reading Springs they followed the western bahle &acramento River, through
uninhabited country, until they came to the town of et was a flourishing little village
opposite the mouth of the Yuba River, which manth@fpioneers considered the future
metropolis of the Sacramento Valley.

Twenty miles further on, below the mouth of the AmerRRiaer, could be seen the tents and
houses that made up the town of Sacramento. Thegeat the ferry at that point, and B. R.
arranged for their drivers to care for the oxen and waguleshe and John Weber went, by
boat, to San Francisco.

San Francisco was the chief city of the Pacific @odstias always referred to as “The City”;
so B. R. had always pictured it, in his mind, as taamelaorderly town, of well constructed
business buildings and comfortable homes—with gradet$ sind board sidewalks. In
reality the town had been built on rolling hills of deegh shifting sand. The streets seemed
to run in several directions, instead of being paradléioe directions— and making right-
angle crossings at each intersection—as B. R. wigpusteould in any well planned town.
“The City” had a population of about 1500 peoplenynaf whom were living in tents. The
buildings had been poorly and hastily constructed dflyfreawed lumber. However, some
new, and better, buildings were then being built ofriegpdumber and bricks.

As ships in the harbor unloaded, the goods and peoadece thrown on the ground near the
wharfs, where they waited to be claimed, or soldrtedda shelter. There were a couple of
warehouses near the water front; but they were eimdisquate for the great ship loads of
merchandise being brought into port. It was almosissiple to get carpenters or mechanics
to work in “The City™; for when they heard of theulalis riches that were found in the
mines, they left their work, without notice, to go tddhe gins.”

B. R.’s first impression of San Francisco was thatat eedd, bleak, shabby place filled with
dust, disorder and confusion. As he started to wakearney Street, toward the Plaza, he
met a Mr. Ware he had known in Illinois: but he was omwhig to the post office; and was
so anxious for letters from home, he could not stdglikato any oné?®

Mr. Ware and Trip to Post Office

Mr. Ware turned around and walked up the hill with him¢ aold him all about his
experiences in California. He and Mrs. Ware had livetiok Creek, near Springfield: and
had traveled by boat, and the Isthmus of Panan@elifornia. They started soon after B.
R. and his party had left in March.

When they reached San Francisco they were able toubwy man who had built a small
hotel, or boarding house. Mr. Ware and his wife, witth#ip of a Chinese boy, had fixed
the place up and made it as homelike as possibleh@inéhdme-cooked-meals proved such
a novelty they could not handle all the people who apmigdem for board: but, he
continued, they could always make room for old frieke®l R. and John Weber, whenever
they came to The City.
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When they reached the post office, and received mhail; they had so many letters and
papers, their pockets would not hold all of them; so.BaR to stuff some of them into his

carpet-bag before they went back, down the hillMritllVare, to the boarding house they

had been hearing about. He gave them a small raairhdhl just been vacated, where B. R.
and John Weber arranged their mail in chronological oasherbegan to read. At noon they

went downstairs to the best dinner they had eatemthieg left Springfield—and met more
lllinois friends at the table: but they could not stogalk very long until after they had read
all of their precious letters—

These letters were the first news of their familggsttad had since they left home, more than
six months before. The friends they met at dinneretstdod, for they too were far from
their homes and those they loved most.

The boys, Henry and B. R. Jr., wrote about their dcdiod the games they played with the
neighborhood boys—and about the horse and cow andridiieknd the chores they did for
Ma, and all the childish family gossip:—but never a wartdatything that might worry him
or cause him to fear that all was not well in his fadrBeringfield.

In the last letter he read, B. R. Jr. told him alitiie Puggie falling onto the cistern; but, he
added: “Ma pulled her out right soon, so she is all. rilgtat felt kind of sick afterwards and
Mrs. Weber took Puggie over to her house for a \Estima is visiting Aunt Angeline.”

The letters from Maria told about their relatives aiethds, the affairs of the church, and the
incidents of her home life with the children, in ain& to lead him to believe that all was
well at home. There was no letter from Maria writtesn bitle Puggie’s accident; and he was
sure they were not telling him everything: for their shitth had been expected in August;
and he knew that Puggie’s accident must have lyeeatahock to her mother.

One of the steamers from Panama was several dagge\so it was possible for him to get
more letters before he returned to Sacramento. Inntle@antime he tried to make

arrangements to have mail sent to Reading Sptfhgs.

Visit With Illinois Friends

That night he visited with his old lllinois friends attibarding house. Many of them had
newspapers from home; and they were read with eageaithough the latest news was three
or four months old. The friends were all enthusiabticiethe West, and agreed that a man
who was sober and industrious could not fail to makemdt most of them believed that
the prosperity was only temporary; and were planniegutmto the States before the supply
of gold, in the hills, was exhausted.

Some believed that many of the best class of emigoatsremain; and that San Francisco,
with its fine harbor, would grow to be a great city-hasd men were putting all of their
available money into town lots. Some had already mddeds buying and selling lots; but
the lots were as high as they were in Springfietdewtfine city was already established and
B. R., who had always been a speculator in landhaatietwould not take one of those sand
lots for a gift*®

The next morning he went down to the waterfront §orbarchandise; and spent the entire
day selecting goods to meet the needs of the miherpagked out from Reading Springs.
He also laid in a meager supply of luxuries for tloplpeof the village. Besides the boxes of
freight he had sent from St. Louis; he bought cdftee Brazil; blankets, flour, and dried
peaches from Chili; tea and rice from China; cocandtyams from the Sandwich Islands;
and dried apples, smoked meats, drugs, medicineds,bshoes, mining equipment,
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hardware, ammunition; and a vast assortment of dihgstthat would be needed in a rapidly
growing mining community. As he made his purchasesamgad to have them loaded on
the boat that was starting up the river, for Sactamhe next morning. When he started
back to the boarding house he noticed that people alidlooking toward the top of the hill
above the city, where some men were waving flagsserandne said: “They are signaling
to tell us that a boat is just coming into the baywadhdock at the wharf before sundown.”

That night they went again to the post office antigobail that came in on the boat. Among
the letters was one from Maria— written while sheilwiasbed after the birth of their son,
whom she had decided to name Edwin Weber Biddleatihtme met with B. R.’s approval.
They also got mail for all of the other members of fivei, and for the rest of their overland
party who were living at, or near, Reading Spforga] of their letters had been sent to San
Francisco, to await permanent addresses from the etvigitaen they reached California.
They had been told that the winters in Californisewery mild; and planned for members
of their firm to go to San Francisco frequently to bugggdmut plans are not always carried
out.

The purchases they made, on this trip, filled thejows; and they were glad that they had
brought their six-ox-teams to haul it over the rooatis:

Business was so good, it was only a short time bgfootiter members of their firm made
a trip to San Francisco for more stock: but before ttbteirn, rain had been falling for almost
a week and the streams were so swollen, and thesmatippery, they had great trouble
getting back at all. However business continueddadaiient, for new miners kept coming
in to try their luck at the “diggings”; and had toobditted before they went into the
mountains in search of the gold-bearing streamsimber of Chinamen, who were panning
gold along the creeks that ran into the Trinity Rivaugbbenough rice to last all winter.
Reading Springs was the only trading post north of Bréeand soon pack trains were
starting from there for Weaverville and Southern Oregsmwell as to the numerous mining
claims in Northern Californig®

Money Sent Back to lllinois Home

The firm of Biddle, Weber & Co. had a large amourgafi on hand and decided to declare
a dividend, of several hundred dollars each, to liésare to their families: so, even before
the roads could be traveled by their teams, B. RlamuWeber started south, on horseback,
with a train of pack mules. They expected to bugrgemcy supplies in Sacramento, which
could be sent back immediately with an Indian driveile they went on to San Francisco.
There they could change their gold dust into negoipalpler, buy their merchandise directly
from the ships, and send money to their families inn&peld by Adams and Co.’s
Express>!

When they went to the boarding house, in San Frandisep,met an old friend from
Springfield who was sailing that afternoon, and offeta#le letters for them to their families
in Springfield: so, instead of sending their letters ackiagas by mail or express, they
intrusted them to their friend for safer and more prodgdivery. As the Panama Liner,
carrying their friend with their precious letters packages, turned around the bend of the
bay, a freighter from China was tying up at the wharthapdvent aboard to buy rice and
other commodities for their store. As they were leavingdhsel they stopped to watch a
Chinese merchant who was examining silks he wag buyitis San Francisco store. Among
the things imported were a number of beautiful esiikroidered shawls. One of them was
especially handsome—pure white, and embroideredfsotfyeone could not tell which was
the right— and which was the wrong side. The meétadid it up and said: “There is a shawl
fit for a queen”. B. R. thought of Maria, his queem-haw beautiful she would look in a
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shawl like that. His Maria, who was living so far awaheviinfant son—and his four other
children, and carrying the burden of their care alétsehe saw her, in imagination, with her
plucky smile and undaunted courage, he wanted tordetsimg special for her; and that
shawl—fit for a queen, was a fitting gift for her. Thdsshad been brought from China to
sell for $100.00 each, and the white one was the hmassof them all. As the merchant
held it up for them to see, B. R. took out his liilekskin bag of gold dust and his scales,
weighed out $100.00 of the dust, and told the Chinaméa up the shawl for shipment to
the States. Then he remembered that there weresothdrome who would like presents
from San Francisco; so he bought two small shawlssftittle girls, and two very small
lacquered boxes. Into the lacquered boxes he put gglgets) in nests of cotton, for his
boys. The gifts were then all packed in a handsomeelas] box, wrapped in waterproof
cloth, and taken to Adams & Co. Express office fers@apment to Springfield. Benjamin
B. R. Biddle, and his party, left home in March, #&ndas Christmas before any of their
families knew that they had reached California—and thegrédad located. Then letters
came telling of the beautiful spot they had choserhéar new home. They told of the
building claims they were taking up on either sideeofrtin trail which led to the Trinity
River mines. They said that their location was imghecenter of the gold-bearing section of
Northern California. They told of the beautiful snmwered mountains to the east; which
they had passed after leaving the Oregon trail. Theaddibken them through dense forests
and lava beds, infested by hostile Indians: but thepdssegd through without harm. Parts
of the letters were published in the Springfiel®emmamand proved to be of great interest; for
the people were interested in the adventures af tinens-people, who wrote from the

California Eldoradd®?
1850

Maria Biddle’s Life in Springfield

While the Springfield men were seeking their fortunes in the\Weast, their wives ir

Springfield were drawn together by their common solicitudelfeir adventurous husbands. T
helped each other, gossiped together, and exchanged evgrpsomvs that came from the Wi

Coast.

Henry Biddle took his responsibilities as the head ofatimélyf very seriously; and, with the
help of B. R. Jr., fed and curried the horses, kepivitod-boxes filled, made the fires, milked
the cow, took care of the chickens; and attendedl tif the “men’s work” at their home.
Twice each week, one of the boys churned the creaimedpet] his mother make the butter.

The Biddle home was in the center of a large lot istherbs of Springfield where they had
a fine vegetable garden—and where the neighbottitsvdrc played in adjacent vacant lots.
The Merryman children, who lived near by, and their ceusom Lick Creek, were about
the same age as the Biddle children and they fortreedhdcleus around which others
gathered to join in their games. Bob Lincoln, whoalaays running away from home,
played out there with the younger children everyhirtead a chancé®

B. R.’s November 1849 letter reached Maria in Febrl@50. She, nor any of the other
women, had any word from their husbands again unfirshef May. There was no way of
knowing that the men were flood-bound; so they imathia¢dll kinds of terrible things had
happened to them. They talked about their fearad¢h ether, and that made matters worse.
They imagined that Indians from the north-east had ga the warpath and massacred them
all while they slept—or that their camp had been wippdxy an epidemic of cholera— or that
they might have been drowned in the flood, which smmeehad written about from San
Francisco.

152 And This Is Our Heritaged9-108.
153 And This Is Our Heritagep. 105




Benjamin Robert Biddle The First Trip West (1849-181)

Maria kept on worrying, and her fears affected hdthhe&he had great confidence in B.
R.’s judgment, in face of danger. In her calmer mtsnshe was sure that he would take
care of himself, and would write to her and the bdyenever he could. There was always
the possibility that letters had been lost or miscarrigltey might have been given to
irresponsible people to mail— and boats, carrying mail, Gaddported lost at sea—and so
she tried to reason with herself and put aside hsgivimigs.

During the winter the boys had colds and Puggie ane Beddiattacks of croup—which she
treated with the simple remedies at hand. Her UmmePreston Holt, had given Maria a
medical book soon after her marriage. It listedsiimaptoms of ordinary diseases and the
treatments to be used. It was well indexed and lyoconstant use. Next to the Bible and
the Almanac, it was read more than any other bodieilmouse. She had referred to it so
often she knew the symptoms of most of the ordinagadés of children, and the remedies
used for their cure. In fact her knowledge of medieind,the art of healing, were so well
known to her friends, she was frequently called cadfdce when any of the neighbors were
ill. Most of them had more confidence in her judgmesnt ih that of the local doctors, who
had often had less experience than she: but, Mvithheer skill, the hours of nursing and the
worry of caring for sick children were “the straastifoke the camel’s back”.

Taking care of five children, keeping her house dieroand cooking for boarders, was hard
work when every one was well and the older childred belg: but when sickness came and
the little ones had to be watched over at night, assveliring the day, it was more than
Maria could endure. When Angeline found her feverish lrehe sent for a doctor. Maria

was ordered to bed. Angeline and Sarah Weber toaigelof her home; and, with the help
of neighbors who were anxious to serve one who hadsgivauch of herself to them, she
was given efficient and loving care while she recdvardealth and strength. The doctor
warned her that she must quit worrying, get moteamed take better care of herself if she

wanted to keep well and live to raise her chiltfen.
May 1850
Maria Biddle Receives a Letter From B. R. Biddle

It was the first of May, just as she was reco¥mmghis illness, that a letter came from B.
R., telling her of the hard winter he had just passedgh; and saying that he was sending
her a draft for $300.00 by a friend who was stadirtéd States that day, and would be apt
to reach Springfield before his letter. He said thdtusmess was prospering; and that, as
the floods were over and the roads were open omee he would write often and send
money frequently.

B. R.’s letter, containing such good news, acted lkéca Maria’'s health improved rapidly,
but as day after day passed and the draft, or thewha was to bring it, did not reach
Springfield, Maria began to worry again. She wasgerlable to keep boarders and, unless
she received the money B. R. had sent, she diceadtav she could live without asking for
help from her family in Tennessee.

One day, a package came from San Francisco. h@lght that B. R. had changed his mind
and had sent the draft in a box with something elsereTtas great excitement in their home
as the children gathered ‘round to watch her unwmaepptackage, which contained a
beautifully decorated (lacquered) box— unlike agytiey had ever seen before. When the
box was opened they unwrapped three lovely embrdidaeevls that had been made in far
off China. The girls were delighted with their whitestibwls, embroidered in delicately
colored flowers and edged with heavy white silk fringe.bdys were all excited too when
they saw their nuggets of pure gold that Pa had sentafr@ff California—but when Maria
unfolded her shawl—her lips trembled and her eyessitledears. She had never seen any
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needlework that could compare with the fine embrgidarthat shawl: and, as she unfolded
it and tried it on, it was so large the fringe dragg#tedioor as she walked across the room.
It was only fit for a tall and stately woman who chdd its beauty to advantage.

As the children ran out to show their gifts to theindise Maria fell across the bed and sobbed
as though her heart would break. She was not strongheameeded money so desperately!
She had expected, each day, to receive the diRftad sent: and the expectation had been
a stimulant to her, after the months of hard workvamaty she had just passed through; but
now, instead of the much needed money this beautffeless present had come. It must
have cost enough to have outfitted the whole famé\gdhé grew calmer she realized that B.
R. did not know of her financial difficulties; and thafais his love for her, and his desire to
make her happy, that had prompted him to buy suwdmnasome present. He would never

think that it might be too large for her. As she giwof his kindness she smiled through her
tears, and wrapped the shawl carefully in oilecetessdl put it away, thinking that perhaps
one of their daughters might grow to be tall, like B. &rigyf, and would be able to wear it

with pride and distinction. All well-dressed womee sbawls, at that time (even men wore
heavy woolen ones when it was cold) and Maria hadldemedsome ones that were suitable
for various occasions; and this one was, by far, thiebmautiful of them all: but she never

wore it as long as she lived. Her daughters toasiverewomen so the gift that B. R. hoped

would give her such pleasure lay folded away fgrysiats until it fell into the hands of a

granddaughter who wore it and loved it, because it badlggft from the dearest companion

of her childhood to the grandmother she adoréd.

Maria Biddle Runs Short of Money

Time passed rapidly, but everything did not work out as B. Rplathed. Since he wi
not there to attend to his business, the men who had boughtopiertyr failed to make the
payments as they had promised and Maria soon found herself rgharigof money to meet h
household expenses. She had to economize in every way. Theftaiitiba boy’'s schooling we
a real problem; but she wanted them to get as much educatipossible while they were
Springfield: for, if they went to the Western Territorisen their father returned, they might ne
have another opportunity to attend such good schools. Howeveigreey grew scarcer, she w
afraid that she could not pay their tuition much longer—andhgetsuld not consider sending th
to the free schools that had been established for the aitdrthe poor. People of any stand
would not accept charity, even to the extent of allowing gbeernment (which meant the
neighbors and other taxpayers) to educate their children. iAegaiggested that the boys mir
sleep in the trundle bed in their mother’s room: and then tbeim, and the spare room, could
rented for enough to pay for their schooling—until the overdterést was paid, or B. R. cot
reach California and send money from there.

Maria, who was determined not to add anything to her husbar#btedness, welcome
the idea of taking roomers; and her front rooms were sodedém members of the legislature ¢
their wives. B. R., and his friends, had written often anémitheir letters to men returning frc
the west, or left them along the way where they could he@iap by hunters, trappers or return
immigrants: and it was remarkable that so few of theters failed to reach their destination.
the party went further west the letters were necessarilgrfand further apart. Maria and the b
wrote something each week, which they planned to combine inttoogdetter, and send in tin
to reach San Francisco before their father would get thereey @lso saved newspapers :
clippings to send at regular intervals.

Puggie Falls Into Cistern
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Like most well-to-do people of that time, the Biddiesv their drinking water from their
own well, which was about twenty feet deep. The wglistasfew steps from the kitchen
door, at the side of the back porch: and was linddhwick, and boarded up several feet
above the ground. The top was covered by woodens dloat were opened only when the
wooden buckets were let down into the well to draw updber. On the other side of the
porch was a cistern for storing rain water, which was falow feet deep and five feet in
diameter. It was also lined with bricks and boaoded the top, except for a wooden door
which was kept locked, and was opened only whenweder was needed. Maria always
washed her clothes in rain water and one day, whggiePwas playing at a neighbor’s, and
the other children were at school, Maria startedMashing; when suddenly the neighbor’s
little boy came screaming in to the house: “Oh Miss Biddime quick! Puggie’s in the
cistern! Come quick! Puggie’s all wet.” Maria’s heaoisaktopped beating; but she did not
lose her presence of mind, and as she ran towardsteencshe called to the boy: “Run as
fast as you can to Dr. Henry’'s and tell him to coare Quick! Tell him that Puggie’ll die if
he can’t come quick!”: and, as the child ran dowmstiieet, Maria got poor little Puggie out
of the cistern, and began working with her,—trying to bmaigthe spark of life in the,
apparently, dead child. Dr. Henry was there in anfewtes and did everything he could to
revive her. He felt, from the first, that his effortaild be useless; but he stayed nearly an
hour before he told Maria that there was nothing moreohé&l do; but Maria pleaded so
piteously with him to stay, he remained almost anlbager; and applied every means he
knew for resuscitating the drowned child: but at lagaveeup what he considered a hopeless
effort, and went to see another sick patient who destention. Maria did not blame him
for going; but she could not give up her little girl,kapd on working over her with almost
superhuman strength. She forced air into the childigs and then expelled it—again and
again—until at last her efforts were re- warded anBitthie began to breathe naturally.

In the mean time, a number of neighbors had gathardger house; and they took little
Puggie from her exhausted mother and put her to béeén they took Maria in hand, and
insisted that she too go to bed by the side of the €l had resurrected from the dead.
Those kind neighbors finished Maria’'s washing, and loaked her home while she
recovered from the shock of her harrowing experiétice.

Maria Biddle Receives Money From California

A short time later Maria received the long-looked-forferaand from that time on, he
financial difficulties were at an end. She continuedeteive letters and remittances from B.
quite regularly. His business in California was all thaild be desired; but he was getting v
anxious to see his family; and, even though they were prosgarargially, he and John Web
were planning to sell out and return to Springfield. They thoungittthe mines would hold out fi
another year or two; and they planned to make their pratiitthe spring of 1851, when the busin
should be at its height; and then they hoped to sell out for a good price

He said that a California mining town was not a proper giateing up a family: but the
the state had a great future in agriculture. There Weevéneavy storms during the winter of 18¢
51; and mail came through regularly from the men at Shistgtea felt like her old self again-
happy and contented—and she sang as she went about her woré.|&mgen kept any boarders.
although she still rented one room, which gave her enough rexinay to hire Mrs. Brown to ¢
her washing and ironing. The children too were exceptiomadly all during the winter; and towa
spring they began to talk about the things they would do “when Pascoome %7

1850 Census
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In the 1850 U.S. Census, Maria Biddle was listed as the headhajukehold and Angelir
(Biddle) Atkinson and her son Henry were staying with th&nR. was still in California, havin
traveled overland to the gold fields in 1849 with severatners in order to open a store sell
goods to the miners®

In 1850, B. R. was living in what is called “Old Shasta”, $haCalifornia, with John E
Watson, John B. Webber, Lewis Johnson, Augustus Eastham, anB V8mith. All are merchan
except Smith, who is a min&®

Buildings of Biddle, Weber & Co. Completed

The buildings of Biddle, Weber & Co and the St. Charles Hoteéilee first buildings
finished; but log and frame houses sprang up all over th&del$: and there were even some hol
that had been built in sections and shipped around The Hommilie States, all ready to put toget
upon their arrival. Gold seemed plentiful, and new strikes2 made along the numerous cre:
as prospectors and strangers, from all parts of the wtottjdd the community. Slow moving
teams were constantly on the road, bringing fresh supplies fromr&acigeo and Sacramento. .
there were no roads beyond Reading Springs, pack trains, of, wele used to carry supplies fr«
these, over the mountain trails, to the Trinity, SalmowtSnd upper Sacramento mines—an
far north as Oregon. Almost overnight the village, thatmemy miners had forsaken the win
before, became the great wholesale and retail distndpaénter of northern California. ... a goot
number of its first inhabitants were recruited from that bafricbnest, self-respecting, church-go
Christians from central lllinois, who had brought their Chaisity and their ideas of law and orc
with them while the town contained a large number of psidesl gamblers, and the saloons
wide open, it also had several churches that were weailldgte Although Sunday was the day wil
miners came to town to drink and gossip and buy their suppliggleBWeber & Co. never sold
delivered goods on that day. However the quality of theicchaardise, and their reputation |
courtesy, honesty and reliability, insured them the creatheobusiness. Although the town w
an outpost of the early California settlements, law and ordeaibedvfrom the beginning.

By the spring of 1850, Reading Springs was lighted at nigbtllblgnterns hung at interva
along the Main Street that was crowded night and dayfreitphters and pack animals. Sometirr
at midday, the confusion was so great it was not considafedor women to cross the street with
help. At a public meeting held on June 8th, 1850, in front of R/alsh’s store, the name of t
town was changed from Reading Springs to SH&stAmong the early comers to Shasta were
and

California had now become a Stéte.

In September representative men met in front of the St. Ghddeel and nominated Jol
B. Watson, of Biddle, Weber & Co., for the State Assembly.wile a typical southern gentlem
(born in South Carolina) who was well educated and had movsitavélinois while he was stil
young enough to learn to work.

158 “United States Census, 1850,” database with imagesilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903M859-2M7 : accessed
November 2015), Matilda Biddle in household of MarRilidle, Springfield, Sangamon, lllinois, United 188 citing family 714,
NARA microfilm publication M432 (Washington, D.C.: Nanal Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).

Monday Is for Mothers: Matilda Biddle (1847 - 192&3% Esther Moreland Leithold (1872-1959) wroteAmd this is our heritage,
a recounting of the family stories she heard fromgnandparents Benjamin R. and Maria (Evans) Biddls,gaternal great gre:
grandmother was always known as “Puggie,” a hicknameweston her as an infant.

159 1850; Census Place: Shasta, Shasta, California;N482_35; Page: 333A; Image: 648. Ancestry.com. 185ifed States Feder:
Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.@perations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by FanglgBeOriginal
data: Seventh Census of the United States, 1850p(dé&tArchives Microfilm Publication M432, 1009 rs)t
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record GrouN&nal Archives, Washington, D.C.
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He first taught school in Springfield, then later he whksted County Surveyor and w
one of the engineers selected to build the Great Westho&l. He would have been an id
member of the California Legislature.

However, a few days later, a tall, lean, long-legged younganaa small, thin mule—wit
his feet almost touching the ground, rode up in front of a satbemounted, tied his mule to a pc
and turning to the gathering crowd said: “| understand you dlbiraeetin’ in town and nominat
a candidate fo’ th’sembly.” Some one spoke up and said:WWéasominated Mr. Watson™. Wher:
upon the stranger said: “Well Boys, my name’s A. Z. Mc@Gesy] and I'm a candidate f
th’'sembly; and whiskey’s my platform;— and whisky’s goin’ tawinis here fight! Let’s all go i
and have a drink.” They all joined him, without a dissentioiger, and the McCandless boom v
on. He stuck to his platform and was triumphantly electmdwhiskey won over brains, charac
and personality, in that first election in Shasta County, in thestate of California.

In September 1850, the people of Shasta experienced a real Ethstederstorm
accompanied by a heavy rain that lasted all night so the gtaded to grow and there was s
plenty of fresh feed for the stock.

The fall and winter were mild. The roads had been improvedivétrdoats brought freigt
as far as Freeport and the ox teams were on the roadnsdl, and carrying supplies to Shasta
the northern mines.

1851

B. R. Biddle’s Letter From San Francisco: January 1, 1851

As they were expecting a large shipment of goods on tleen8tePanama, which was d
on December 20, 1850, B. R. went to “The City” to personallglclaad reload the merchandi:
For some reason the steamer did not arrive on time, waited—hoping to get word of the missi
boat. On the first of January, he bought some stationery on onef sitiéch was printed a pictul
of San Francisco. He went back to his boarding house and wrotdltvérig letter:

“San Francisco, January 1st, 1851, My dear Maria: As | wasima from my
boarding house to the Shipping, | met very unexpectedly Waylor, Mr. Ware
and Sam, who lived on Lick Creek; and as they are goingeuiately to
Springfield, | send you a few lines. There has nothing occofrederest since |
last wrote, except that the weather had been as beaagif8pring. On our table
today we have lettuce of large size, and radishes. Tdrer@o public displays
today—except the semi-annual meeting of the Pioneers ofo@adif but every
person looks glad—qreeting their friends with a Happy Newar. There are many
things got up for the day. As the steamer Columbus leavay & o’clock P.M.
the sheet upon which | am writing was issued this morningftsdare taken as
fast as they are struck off, to send home to friends. disgpgome idea of what this
place is. | have several other views which | will send aglmatter to write. As |
wrote before, | shall remain here a week, and shall adgmssigain—also the
boys. The Mail Steamer Panama, due at this port 10 days agagtharrived and
much anxiety prevails about her probable fate. My de&ae is in part owing to
my wish to get letters. | feel sure you have writteregether with my boys. As |
stand on the wharf and see the faces that are made &titite prospect of soon
reaching their homes, my thoughts are carried with them anctipaté the joy of
my return. | am afraid it makes you feel sad that so meeg@ming and leaving
me behind. | don’t know of any others from Springfield who wmidich home before
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me. | remitted by Adams and Co. Express on yesterday, ageckantaining
$703.00, upon which freight and insurance was paid to Sprindfisiddirected in
the care of James L. Lamb. You will pay it over as marketi®several packages.
Mr. Starr informed me a few days ago that there had beere neglect about the
first draft | sent you for $300.00, on the part of his brothéope all is set right.
The draft is good. | have but a few minutes left to concthdeletter. | will close
by wishing you all a Happy New Year—That it may bring mtitain the richest
blessings of life,—that we may meet in love and the enjoysnehhome,— that
the children may be good children,—growing up in intelligenod wirtue—
rewarding our hearts and making us glad. Accept this siseeesmall token of love
and regard—cherishing it for having been sent on the firsbfidlye year 1851,
from the City of San Francisco, State of California. Itespnts this, the greatest
City of the Pacific Coast as it is today. Keep this peaind contrast it, if we live,
with what it will be in 1852. Present my New Years Complis to all the
friends,—to Angeline and the Jacksonville folks. To thedckil | say—I have
thought of them often today. | hope they have been merry todagy+veish a very
happy New Year. As ever | remain yours in affectionlaovk, Ever—Farewell—
B. R. Biddle.*®?

He took the letter down to the steamer and watched leisdii start on their homewa
journey. His heart was sad for he longed to be with hisdanes. But he must first go back
Shasta with his merchandise. Then he could settle up hisesasaffairs and make his plans
going home. But he wanted to pay a short visit to his sisteregon before returning to the Stal

He was fully convinced that the West offered the bepbdpnities for young people. F
wanted to bring his boys to a place where land was fertile a@apand where they could grow
in a new country and help with its development. He thoughthiagold in the hills and streams
California would be exhausted in a few years and that tre¢ gogential wealth of California we
in agriculture.

John Weber was also anxious to get back to his family moldli While he was delighte
with the results of his business venture in Shasta, he had dézidgtdrn permanently to his hor
in Springfield. His trip across the plains, and that fiatd winter in California, when every m
had to work under stress of storm or flood or desert heat-stmawn him again and again that
loss of his hand was a serious handicap in a new country.aBlewe that he could make a livi
and be much more comfortable in his hometown than in a pioneeryountr

A friend, by the name of James Deigh, wished to buy outititeitest in their business, ar
as he would make an acceptable partner to the other membleesfiofit, the transfer was arrang
at once.
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Trip Home and Return to Oregon (1851-1852)

B. R. Biddle Visits Sister Harriett Campbell in Salem, Oregon

When the Shasta property was disposed of, B. R. preparecto@aay one of the Oregc
pack trains and made the trip to Salem without any unusuiglullijf As he rode over the counti
he was impressed by the grandeur of the scenery and theragpetiity of the soil. He found hi
sister Harriett Campbell and her family well and happy—avet-joyed to see him again after 1
lapse of twelve years.

Her husband, Hamilton Campbell, had taken up land in the Willarxettey. When th
Jason Lee Mission had been abandoned in 1844, Hamilton purchasatbitieiso he had a we
equipped farm where he spent much of his time. Hariett lin town where the children cou
go to school. She was a much handsomer woman at 34 than she hadhéeahe left home
22. Her four girls were as fine looking children as B. R. had eegr. se

Hamilton Campbell House

In 1851, Hamilton Campbell built a house located at 1360@r3effi Highway 99E, SE
near Jefferson, Oregon. It is listed on the National Registdistdric Places.

B. R. Biddle Decides to Move Family to Oregon

B. R. was delighted with Oregon—uwith its snow-cappedamsutieautiful forests and
fertile valleys. Everything that was planted setorgrdw luxuriantly. B. R. decided that
that was the place to establish his family. The goeatrwas offering 320 acres of land to
every man and wife (160 acres to each) who wotlédisegdregon Territory. This was B.
R.’s inducement to bring his family as soon as possible.

The early missionaries and their friends who had goBesigon to carry Christianity to the
Indians and to build an American colony in the fastwhad been a very different class of
people from those who had rushed into California wjud was discovered. B. R. liked
that environment better for his growing family. Gobddas and churches were already
established in the towns of the Willamette Valley. T[Futans furnished cheap and
satisfactory labor, and living conditions seemed ttehe i

B. R. and his brother-in-law spent a couple of wédikg over the country, looking at land
and planning for the future. They decided that tieatgst need for that part of Oregon
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Territory was a nursery where the settlers could bitytfees and berry vines to plant
around the new homes that were being Bilt.

B. R. Biddle Leaves Oregon on Trip Back to Springfield
June 20, 1851

B. R. planed to return to lllinois to take his wife fine children to the Willamette Valley
in the Oregon Territory where his sister Harriett andhusband Hamilton Campbell had
settled some years earlier. B. R. Biddle would dwmee on horseback as that would take
less time than it did going West with the ox-teams.

On June 19th, B. R. Biddle wrote that he and a leoaphis friends were starting, overland
to Springdfield, in a few days. Two of B. R.’s old§fiéld friends who had gone to Oregon
to learn about the country at first hand, met hid@&gon City and they started home
together on June 20, 1851—full of enthusiasticfptahe homes they planned to build for

their families in the Far wet*

Late in July they received a letter from “Pa,” tellingtdliswisit with his sister in Oregon
Territory. He was delighted with that country, ang dpportunities offered by the
Government, to married men and their wives who watikk shere before 1854. He told
Maria that he would soon be home, to sell the ressgirbperty and settle up his affairs so
that he could take his family back there to makerageent home.

He wrote that he was bringing something that the ahidoeald all like. There was great
excitement over the news, and the children wonderadtidir father could be bringing to
them from Oregon. They did not expect him home befoeentiddle of October for even

horses cannot travel very fast on a two thousand mibeeripoads like the Overland Trail.

B. R. said that he and his friends had returned éyttake River route, but he considered
the trail through Northern California and Central @regnuch better and safer. When

they reached the Platte River, on the way homentbeg party of eight men traveling with
packhorses from California who joined them and teaweglth them all the way to St. Joseph.

They met occasional bands of Indians, but had ndleownith any of them. On their trip
home they met 685 wagons, 379 families and 2962dfieshoick going to Oregon—which
showed how fast the West was filling up. As they ppagés on the road, they always
stopped to talk—to exchange ideas and news oatheTbey usually nooned and stopped
over night with some of the west bound wagon traimsvere glad to meet people coming
from the West. They could give them reliable inforomaabout the roads they would have
to travel.

It took B. R. and his friends just 83 days to mhketrip from Oregon City to St. Joseph.
They laid by seven days on the way: so, as they loakledt did not seem a very hard trip.

B. R. wrote that, like other men of the West, he wearing a beard. The children
wondered if they would know him. In fact he had beexyao long, the little girls seemed
to have forgotten just how he looked. They studiedldhidaguerreotypes and talked about
his eyes and his smile, and the curl in his haire Adys remembered, especially, how
straight he stood, how fast he walked, and how segydminlooked at them—straight in the
eyes—as though he could see their very thoughtheyaneimembered, most of all, how
kind he wasf®
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B. R. Biddle Arrives Home in Springfield

Journal, Friday, September 26, 1851%¢

One mid September evening as Maria and Sarah Viéaben the porch with their knitting,
watching the children playing Prisoner’s Base in thetVataext door, they saw Henry
suddenly stop the game and run excitedly down ttet, stadling: “Ma! Oh Ma! Look quick!
Here comes Pal! Here comes Pa!” . . . All of the pildan down the street to meet him.
It was a very happy reunion; and Maria felt an extilaraf spirit—like the return of her
lost youth—as the burden of her family cares slippadé&oshoulders, when B. R. entered
the house.

As he unpacked the horses he said to the childree:ttss little horse? It is a Cayuse pony.
I got it from an Indian in northwestern Oregon, to bringhé to you. It's very strong and
easy to ride. The Indians ride without any saddl@idte. | can show you how to ride the
pony that way. If you will give him a little sugar, ioreehile, he will follow you all around
the place and be a regular pét?

After Pa had eaten his supper, the younger childrenput to bed. Henry and B. R. Jr.
were allowed to stay up late to listen to their fatherf tgl adventures in the wonderland
where they were all going to make their home. B. Ra fli@esnt and convincing talker, so,
by the time they had to go to bed, the boys had sainginture of their new home in the
West that was almost as vivid as if they had se@tatte with their own eyes.

In telling of his experiences B. R. said: “I think thihad been willing to stay away from
my family, | could have made a fortune at Shasta Cityebithe mines gave out. But a
mining town is no place to take Maria and the childrand | couldn’t stay away from them
another year for all of the gold of the West. The Willae®talley in Oregon is a much
better place to live. The soil is fertile; the climataljcand good schools have already been
established. To encourage families to settle in Ordgo@overnment is offering 320 acres
of land to every man and wife who will go there to live.”

B. R. told of the home and family of his sister—atiteadvantages a new country offered
to young and energetic men. His enthusiasm wagjmrdand, before their first evening
together was over, they were all planning to starirwtst early spring. B. R. said:
“Anything will grow in that soil out there; and thaate is so mild fruits and berries of all
kinds do well. | figure to take out enough youngthests and berry vines to plant the land
| have located when we reach there next fall.”

James Cardwell, who had always been a student, wasieeinterested in fruit growing—
even though he had studied Medicine and had also takeses in Dentistry and Pharmacy.
He said: “Uncle B. R., if so many people are going t@@reand fruit trees grow so well

186 Journal, Friday, September 26, 1851, p. 3.
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there, why wouldn't it be a good idea to take out a whgteni@ad of fruit trees and start
a nursery?” Maria said: “I can start some rosethip$all, and get some other plants and
seeds to take along, and we can have flower gardend aur homes there just as we have
here.”

They talked all the rest of the day—and far inteett@nd night—eagerly planning
for their new homes in the wonderful territory of Oregonfrefin the social and political
problems of “The State$®®

B. R. Biddle Advertises House For Sale

OREGON!

The undersigned offers for sale the house and lot upc
which he resides, situated in E. lles’ addition, archl

2, Lot 10, and the south 13 feet lot 4. The hous
contains five rooms, with well-house, smoke housk an
wood-house attached; a vegetable cave with a 12 fe
square building erected over it, a good stable, cow she
and carriage shed—the yard is set with fruit anc
ornamental trees. The neighborhood | recommend
number 1. This property will be sold at a fair priaed

as | am going to Oregon in the spring | will take any
kind of property in exchange that will suit for tirg,
such as wagons, mules, oxen, etc. | invite thoae th
wish to purchase to an early examination of the
property.

B. R. Biddle

Journal Monday, December 22, 18349

1852
B. R. and Maria Biddle Sell Springfield Home

On March 17, 1852, Maria and B. R. Biddle sold their Spring/figime on Seventh Stre
to Henry P. Cone for $950°
April

B. R. Biddle Family Visits Family in Tennessee

188 And This Is Our Heritagep. 113.
189 Journal Monday, December 22, 1851, p. 3.
170 sangamon County Deed Bo@&ook II, p. 56. IRAD.




Benjamin Robert Biddle Trip Home and Return to Oregori851-1852)

Maria was willing to go to Oregon if she could see her familjennessee once more before
leaving “The States.” She and B. R. and the children startedtimmediately, so as to be ba
before the winter storms. The roads had been greatly inghsivee they first drove over them
on their wedding journey. Most of her relatives who had lived etMin Kentucky road were
no longer there and she missed them.

They stopped at the homes of her great Uncles where some of the ygemgeation stil
lived. But it seemed like the old people had taken much oftthercof their homes with ther
when they had gone. Maria did not care to stay. As they went th@Wain Street of Tazewe
half of the people they met were related to Maria by bloadariage; and they were so frienc
and so glad to see her and her fine children she felstigatvould like to stay among them alwe
Their old home where their large family had been so hapgsther was still known as the Eve
House, but it was being used as a boarding house and looked “run dalwriiaviting.

B. R. and Maria, with their family, made their headquantis his sister Harriet and hu
husband Hamilton Campbell—where they could be with her mothermalde her home with h
oldest son. From there they made short visits to other membides faimily.

...as she met them all again, and noted the many chamatelsatd taken place, life seemed v
uncertain; and she felt that she could not go so far awajeawnd them, as she had planned;
she might never see any of them again: and she loved thesmauch she wanted to be near th
always.!’* Maria’s mother, and all the rest of the family,drte dissuade her and B. R. from go
so far away.

“I (B. R.) feel sure, if our plans are successful, thatwill come back to visit you in tw
or three years. That will not seem long; for timesfliehen we are busy.” B. R. talked convincing
but Maria had neither his optimism nor his imagination; akd,Her mother, feared that she wo
never be able to return to her old home again: but shengestéo agree with her husband, :
spoke of the time when they would return and put their boZollege at Jacksonville or Knoxuvil
if the slavery problem was settled by that titfte.

The Slavery Problem

The slavery problem was ever before them. Every newspapained notices of runaway
slaves—with descriptions of them and of the rewareldoftertheir return. Yankees were
traveling through the South, stirring up trouble amoaglaves and abusing their owners.
The Evans family all agreed that slavery, as an iostituas wrong: but they believed that
it was a matter that could, and should, be regultgtade States themselves, and was no
concern of the Federal Government. They believedthigaTennessee laws should be
changed, so that the negroes could buy their freeddneantinue to live in their home
State. Some of the slaves were allowed to keepfhe money they earned, when they
“worked out”; so that they could buy their freedonscam as the State law would make it
possible. Each slave’'s money was kept in a sepatkdgeadn a tin box, that fitted behind
a brick in the storehouse wall. The slaves, therssdidenot seem very anxious to be free—
and planned to stay on and work for the familyagisihey always had done; but there would
be one advantage—and that was that they coultd@eed to a Yankee—or other bad man,
if their owners should die or become financially involvigte American ancestors of the
Evans’s had always believed that each State ghtita make its own laws and settle its own
problems: and their Tennessee descendants heldrie @pinion.

171 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 114-115.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Trip Home and Return to Oregori851-1852)

B. R. and Maria had adopted another point of view lfiag in the Free State of lllinois
for twelve years: where fugitive slaves, from Missadirihe South, were always causing
trouble and misunderstandings between the peace-affitieesStates they had left, and the
sympathetic people of lllinois, would have liked to Hedpntiserable, hunted wretches—
who asked nothing but to be saved from an avengingparaiimes brutal, master. They
thought that the only way to settle the question was diyendment to the Constitution of
the United States, and an appropriation of monegitolurse the slave owners for their
loss.

B. R. was the one who expressed these ideas. Althtarghagreed with all he said, she
did not take part in the discussions. She listenedie¢ignand as the arguments became
heated her right foot patted the floor, like a musicéatitg time to the rhythm of a dance.
Then as the discussion grew fiercer, the rhythmiinigeaf her foot grew faster, as though
it sought to keep time with the wild beating of her hehaith was in accord with the fierce
(though controlled) emotions of those about her. That,nichen they went to their room,
she said to B. R.: “I'm sure we’ll be happy in Oregdere we’ll not hear any more about
slavery, and State’s Rights, and Constitutional Ametsiraatil these problems have been
settled for good.”

B. R. and Maria Biddle and Family Leave for Oregon

On April 6, 1852, the Biddles left Springfield for their long journ&yhey were leaving
their old friends, their homes and relatives—perhaps foreMarria was six months pregnant.

For the West.--Dr. A. G. Henfyand family, Mr. Biddle and family, Isaac Constant and

family, Wm. Merryman and family, and Charles Halstefl here yesterday morning for

Oregon, and Messrs George Eastman and Hiram BristGldiifornia--all valuable citizens.
RegisteApril 7, 1852

We omitted to state on Wednesday, that B. R. Biddtefamily were among the emigrants
who left this place on the day preceding for Oregon.budiber-in-law, Mr. Cardwell, and
family, of Jacksonville, joined them at that place.

JournalApril 10, 18527

It took about six months to make the trip with ox teammtathe Oregon Trail. They he
to consider getting food and water for the animals along tlye Whey could buy some grain a
hay, which could be used, for a short time after leaving Indemeed but, from there on, they h
to depend on the small amount of grain they could carry argraiss that grew near the trail. Ve
little grass was high enough for grazing before the dirgtpril—and yet, if they waited too long
other trains would go before them and take the best otttk fThey also had to remember tl
near the end of their journey, high mountains had to be crosfa the snows (which sometim
came in October and November) would close the t&ils.

To be eligible for free land under the donation land law, tlaeltb be in Oregon and fi
a claim before December 1853.

173 1852 was the year of the greatest migration west,itawas also the year when cholera was most sevetheo®regon trail.
Thousands of people died. Strangely enough, Doataryt diary has no mention of his treating anyomé¢he journey wesDr.
Anson G. Henry Physician, Politician, Friend of Abrahaincoln Harry C. Blair, M.D. PORTLAND, OREGON PRESIDENT’
ADDRESS, Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Westerth@redic Association, Portland, Oregon. October.2, 8950. Dr.
Anson Gordon Henry was born in 1804, in RichfieldwNéork. After graduating from medical school, he mote&pringfield,
lllinois to begin a medical practice and soon becacg@@nted with Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. Ir628Henry and hic
family moved to Oregon and he was eventually appdibte President Lincoln as the surveyor general for\ifashington
Territory. He was in Washington, D.C. attempting touse another political appointment when the assassmnaf Lincoln
occurred. While traveling back to the Washingtorrit@ty, Henry drowned in the shipwreck of the steatBgother Jonathan."

174 Registey April 7, 1852, p. 2.

175 Journal April 10, 1852, p. 3.
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June 1852

Birth of Arthur Platte Biddle
(1852-1852)

In June 1852, Arthur Platte Biddle was born to Maria and.BBi&dle at Ash Hollow, ¢
camp on the west side of the Platte Rimethe Nebraska Territory. islparents were crossing t
plains on their way to Oregon. He died at Albany, Oregon, on Novembe&529, |
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Corvallis, Oregon (1852-1875)

October

By October 1852, the Biddles and the rest of their party arrivvédebim Oregon
destination in the Willamette Valley, eighty miles frérartlandand fifty miles from the Oregon

Coast.
The Willamette Valley was the 'Eden’ at the end ofCttegpn Trail for thousands of
Americans who migrated to this region in the mid-ningtezentury. ... Originally named
Marysville Corvalis was renamed in 1853 to avoid confusion with Mary<¥ildornial’’

Settling Northwest of Corvallis, Oregon Territory

B. R. staked out a donation land claim of 320 acres on UppeiC@eek northwest ¢
Corvallis on land located in what is how the Oregon Stateddsity’s McDonald Forest. B. R
his wife Maria and their five children lived there in a smadj farm home.

Death of Arthur Platte Biddle
(1852-1852)

Arthur Platte Biddle, the infant son of Maria and B. R. Biddled on November 29, 185
at Albany,Oregon Territory

1853

We learn by letter that B. R. Biddle and family arrisafé in Oregon. He however lost his
youngest child after arriving there. Charles Glarkpf Edward Clark, Esq., of this county,
who went out with Mr. Biddle, is dead.

JournalJanuary 26, 1853.

Corvallis Seminary

The early settlers of Benton County who had childreediacate were anxious to havi
school for higher education organized in Corvallis. B. R. Bidohd William F. Dixon helpe
incorporate Corvallis Academy in January 1853 as a schotié community. B. R. and Willial
F. Dixon were named as two of the Board of Directors. laddkinds and other complicatior
made it impossible for the Seminary to be started at that'tfime.

177 https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/corvalliaibk2U4mu4

178 Journal January 26, 1853, p. 2.

178 Qver a period of 12 years beginning in 1983, Ibistorian Ken Munford wrote 561 columns for the &ge-Times. The newspap
is publishing a selection of these columns each @ayurThis one was originally printed on July 3, 1995
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1854

Birth of Alice Eudorah Biddle

+

Alice Eudorah Biddle was born on February 2, 1854 in the Biddieabin at the Uppe
Oak Creek farm, near Corvallis, Benton County, Oregonitdey, the daughter of Maria and |
R. Biddle.

Purchase of Town Lots in Corvallis

Soon after they reached Oregon Territory, Maria invakidnoney she brought with her
(sewed up in her feather mattress), in Corvallis ltain She later sold them for business
property -—for twice as much as she had paid for ther®a’s investments had also been
successful, she did not spend any of her own “capitalreinvested it carefully, with the
idea of having an independent income—to be used e, ever again, caught in financial
difficulties—like the panic of 1837—and her poviet848 to 18565°
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1854 Census of Benton County, Oregon Territory

ENUMERATION OF THE INHABITANTS OF BENTON COUNTY OREGON TERRITORY AS
TAKERN BY CHARLES WELLS ASSESSORFOR THE YEAR1854

Number of legal voters 640
No of Males 21 years & upward 643
“ “ *“ under 21 & over 10 239
w10 367
Total No. of males 1247
“ “females of 18 upward 377

* “under 18 & over 10 180

10 370

Total No. of females 927
Total No Inhabitants 2176

| do solemnly swear that the above enumeration roll @fithabitants of Benton County Oregon
Territory- is a full true and correct list as takenrog in the year 1854 Charles Wells Assessor
Benton Co. Subscribed and sworn to before me this@af of October 1854 B. R. Biddle Auditor

B. R. Biddle Opens Drug Store

B. R. Biddle opened a drug store on Second Street in Corvallise Evice burned
him out of the store.
1855

B. R. Biddle Participates in Whig Convention
On April 18, 1855, B. R. is mentioned in an article in theegonianabout the Whi¢

&RQYHQWLRQ KHOG LQ &RUYDOOLYV
1856

B. R. Biddle Builds House in Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon Teitory
St feEfece «ttZF ‘—of

In about 1856, B. R. Biddle bought four lots from W. F. Dixon lanitt a house at 406 I
W. Sixth Street (between"éand 7 on Harrison Ave.) in Corvallis, Benton County, Oreg
Territory. When the new home was finished, it was onba@friost attractive houses in the to
In fact it was considered quite grand. It was described bywiter as “one of the show places
the pretty little town.”

There were four bedrooms on the upper floor, while i@tairs were the parlor, sitting
room, bedroom, dining room, kitchen, pantry, store raomd hall. The well was about
thirty feet deep, brick lined and sealed in under thédstdloor; so the water could be
brought up into the house by a hand pump near thel@rokitchen sink. There was a wide
porch across the front of the house, with a verahdae, supported by four heavy pillars.
The house stood back about fifty feet from the tstaeel was painted white.

The parlor was especially grand, with its green and et,citss green and black window
drapes, its hand carved, walnut parlor set uphedsteiblack horse-hair,—and its new piano
which he had bought to replace the one they hadesthifppm Springfield, and which had
been lost in transit (with most of their other fureiturear Cape Horn.

The sitting-room looked more comfortable, although it wasisibiandsomely furnished:
but it was there that Maria had her sewing- cadoideter wonderful sewing-machine.
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Maria loved flowers. She and B. R. were expert gaglefike house was soon surrounded
by a beautiful garden of choice shrubs and flowers.

B. R. bought the furniture for their new house in Podtland had it brought to Corvallis
in his own freight wagons. It was arranged in the hoilséMahia was still out at the Claim:
and then he brought her in to see her newly furdisloene. As she went about admiring
everything, she noticed an |I. M. Singer Sewing Machkimeh was a special surprise gift
from B. R. It was one of the first sewing machinesght to Oregon; but Maria had read
about them, and had often wished that she mightomeyéf they were really as good as they
were said to be—However she had never dreamelbldhvabsid ever own one herself. She
was very proud of her new home, and of the handdoimgstB. R. had bought.

As soon as they were settled in their new home, akioffitlends, and many people they
had never met before, came to call. Maria alwaysdet and hot water ready so that she
could serve tea to her afternoon callers—from the tsitveervice she had brought from
Springfield.181

The family still spent much of its time at the claim, wh¢he young fruit trees we
beginning to bear; and berries and vegetables were plerififid Indian caretakers also raised
and grain, kept the fences mended, and looked after thesstdlot the place was self-supporti

With their fine, new home in town, and their childreveloping so satisfactorily, B. R. and
Maria were very happy indeed, and were glad thah#telyad the courage to come to this
new country. They almost worshipped their boys, wi@ fast growing into manhood.
They were lively boys—always playing pranks on éachhatt they were also kind and
considerate.

Henry was a fine looking young man who “took afteBitidles”, and was almost as tall as
his father. When he finished his course at theturistihe was anxious to get into some kind
of business; for he had become interested in ot dhstitute girls, and hoped to be ready
to marry her as soon as he was twenty-one. Bvé&higa one of his freight wagons and a
four mule team; and hoped that, by hauling freightphle duild up a business that would
eventually lead to something better: for men, in thet Wese making fortunes handling
freight.

Young Robert was finishing his last year at the lastind was like his mother—modest and
unassuming, but quick witted and clever; so thatewdrehe happened to be, he was a
welcome member of any group.

Emma was growing rapidly, and was the pride of the fahalg. She was considered quite
a musician; and could sew, embroider, knit and ctahevell as her mother did, at the
same age. Although she was still little more than ayahildg men, as well as boys of her
own age, were paying her special attention.

181 And This Is Our Heritagep. 139.
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B. R. and Maria still kept up their correspondence frighds and relatives in lllinois and
Tennessee—and they received a weekly paper frorgftefirbut most of the news was
about social and political unrest.

1857

Maria Receives News From Her Sister Back East

Maria had a letter from her sister, Matilda, in Navenil857, telling of the death of her
second husband, Benjamin Dickinson; and of the lassdlof their sister Lucy Jane Epps.
The news from the States was all depressing. They slaestion was far from settled. The
Yankees were growing more troublesome throughout thib; $md talk of war was growing
more serious as time went by. When Maria thought offiherboys who were rapidly
reaching manhood, she was truly thankful that shesivéat from the center of conflict.
She could not bear to think of her boys being caugheiturmoil and strife of civil w&?
Sewing Machine Extravagance

She knew that most of her visitors were more intergstest new house, and its contents,
than they were in her. But she understood hunadure; and, although she soon knew that
the sewing-machine was the real attraction, she wasa@lwdeous to her inquisitive guests,
and showed it again and again—and demonstratedtiiscasé and all who came. They
hardly believed their eyes when they saw the beaetiél stitches, that were made so
rapidly: but, when they realized that it took twicawh thread to sew, on the machine, as
it did to do the same work by hand, they decided ahs¢wing-machine was such an
extravagance it could never be popular. Peoptemech more truthful then than they are
today; and the women made poor, economical Maria guitemfortable by their
discussion of the sin of extravagance. Maria, whiy figtieved that “wilful waste brings
woeful want"—and who tried to teach her children prudemteconomy, felt that B. R.
had been extravagant in buying her such a gift—buowvetienim for his generosity, and
never offered any criticism. When he heard what teem of the community had been
saying, he said: “Now Ma, you mustn’t pay any attewtivhat a lot of women have to say.
Remember Aesop’s fable about the Man, his SontenBankey, and you will realize that
there is nothing that any one can do that will not caose ariticism. | think that a sewing-
machine is a good investment: for it will save you titheerergy—and eye strain. Any
woman who has a large family, and sews as many hiayr¢aad night) as you do, should
have any kind of machine that will make her workrea¥ieu have always used your eyes
too much at night, when the light on your work was poadrnow you should be able to do
your sewing in half the time, and quit sewing at nighetidty.*®3

Biddle Family Very Musical

The members of the Biddle family were all musical. BarR. his sisters—and all of their
children, could sing; and most of them could playarao musical instruments. Henry
and young B. R. played the violin and flute. Emma dasweet singing voice and
accompanied herself with the guitar. She and Pwggiealso learning to play the piano.
Even little Eddie showed marked musical talent; faroldd pick out tunes and play any
simple melody on the piano, by ear. He had also leamethy on an old fife (that had
belonged to his father)—which he blew on almost cibndimthe exasperation of the other
members of the family. Maria had learned to play onidmoforte at the Female Academy
at Knoxville, before her marriage; but she had negleetedhusic for many years, and
contented herself by adding a good alto voice to thiegirg. R. seemed to be able to play
any instrument he tried; but, as a member of their hantieestra, he usually played the
bass-viol.
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Having such a large family of brothers and sisters, usaigs and cousins (who all had so
much in common), it was very easy for the family to esetfisatisfied and self-centered.
They had such good times at home, they seldom caigal dther places for amusement:
but they had hosts of friends who visited them andwthey enjoyed at their own home.

1858
Founding of Corvallis College: B. R. Biddle on Board of Trustees

As the population increased, the need for a college becamgeurgent. In January
1858, the Legislature passed an act that provided for the orgamiabCorvallis College. The
Methodist Episcopal Church South became interested, and in 18E8mW. Dixon, J. C.
Avery and others founded Corvallis College. They built a two-diaitging on Sixth Street. B.
R. Biddle joined the board of trustees and for years serves sexcretary. Will Cardwell was
named one of the Trustees.

As much preliminary work had to be done and most of the mamdinancing the Colleg
had to be raised in Benton County it was not until 1865 tieacollege was ready to serve
people of the community.

Tragedy in Biddle Family
Brothers Henry and B. R. Biddle Grow Sick From Cold Rain

Prospects seemed good for the Biddles until tragedy struckiwbhedder sons, Henry ar
B. R. Jr., in their early 20s opened a freight line from Portlai@brvallis. In January 1858, Hen
and his brother B. R. were hauling freight from Portlanddov@llis when a terrible storm blew (

in the afternoon. Maria worried about her boys who weténahe wind and sleet and cold. Th
were always home before dark, if possible; but that night they latexe

When they arrived home, the boys were chilled and their clotiees wet to the skir
While they changed their wet clothes for the warm nightngats Maria had ready for them, ¢
got their mustard footbaths ready. They sat in the vkéichen with their feet in the hot muste
baths, while they ate hot broth, and a light supper, before gettonth&ir warm beds.

The treatment seemed to be just what B. R. needed--heesufierill effects from hi:
experience. But Henry was chilly all night, and he hagtvere headache the next morning.
cheeks were flushed, his forehead hot, and his throatrechsocould scarcely swallow. Mal
treated him with simple home remedies, and sent for UndleCardwell. Dr. Cardwell did na
want to alarm Maria, but he knew that Henry was a verl goung man. Cardwell had n
practiced medicine for a number of years, and he advised tihesend for another physician
once.

The doctor agreed with Dr. Cardwell, that Henry wafersuf from a severe case of
pneumonia. Although he had every care that medicahskilood nursing could give, it
was several weeks before he was able to leave hif#t ek not until the warm spring
weather brought out the wildflowers, and birds weragéstthe rosebush by his window,
that he was able to walk out of doors again.

He still looked frail, and his cough hung on, but lsésted on going back to work. Maria
tried to persuade him to wait until he was stronghad stopped coughing. Henry, who
was almost twenty-one, and was planning to be nmaef@e Christmas, counted each day
of idleness a financial loss. He was sure thatuld i@ happier, and would get well quicker,
if he were working... Henry went back to hauling frdiietorother, and one of his cousins,
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helped him, so he had no heavy lifting to do. Becaugeh happy, he seemed to improve
rapidly, but his cough hung on.

One night a few weeks later, young B. R. came downatairsalled his mother to tell her
that Henry had been talking incoherently. He seesnestrange; he thought she should go
up to see him. He added that his brother had noh lbeeling well for some time, but did
not want anyone to know, for fear he would have to quit wor

It was a relapse of his earlier trouble; but he no Idragehis normal resistance. However,
he did improve, and was again able to be up and@tbe house. He even sat in his chair,
by the side of the piano, and played obligations on hiis, witlile Emma sang and played
her own piano accompaniment. He loved music, &ed lais bed was moved downstairs,
the other members of the family would play their otch@simbers, each evening, while he
lay there listening, until he dropped off to sleep.

The weather was quite warm during the first part of IRB®& Henry seemed to improve
so much they planned to invite his fiancée and sofmie obusins to the house to help him

celebrate his 21st birthday on June the 2&hd.

Death of James Henry Biddle
(1837-1858)

On June 9, 1858, Henry was able to sit on the porch most@&yheut late in the afternoc
he complained of being tired, and went to bed early. Abodhigit Maria went to his room 1
see if he was covered. She listened to see if he whkrepa and she could not hear him bres
and when she put her hand on his forehead, it was cold.

James Henry Biddle died on June 10, 1858atallis, Benton County, Oregon Territc
at age 21.Henry had been their first-born and most wanted child. He veaapple of his fathe
B. R.’s eye. He had always been a model boy and young mamadHeen prominently connect
with the business, social, musical and church activities of his hometow

B. R. was stunned—and sat in his chair with his head buried imanids—heedless of t
others—bewildered and brooding over his grief—until littlecAliclimbed on his knee, and to
his hand in hers and said: “Don’t feel so bad, Pa, I'm hettewoiu. Please don't feel so bad, P:
cause you've got me, and little Alice loves Pa more than anyb@Bby Alice, whom he adore!
was the only one who could comfort B. R. in his great gffef.

1859
Summer 1859

During the summer of 1859 Maria’s hair grew noticeablyrgnagder eyes failed so rapidly
she could no longer do fine needle work (in which stealveays taken such pride), even
with the aid of glasses; but she was still able tcarehttjed to keep informed about the
world in which she lived. Some said, that grief afteletith of Henry, had caused her hair
to lose its luster; and that much weeping had dimmedyasight: but no one ever saw
Maria give way to any emotion. She went on eaclattiayding to her household tasks—
doing her part of the church work, and helping with ghppers for “The Sons of
Temperance”. She believed that “a woman’s place & indme”, and that homemaking
was an all time job, if it was properly done. Hometlveaplace for every member of the
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family to find love and comfort and understanding— a plaere each could seek advice
and inspiration.

B. R. was still “as straight as an arrow”, but haddo® of the elasticity from his step, his
hair was thinning near his temples, and his beard wawgtgrey.

Shocked by the loss of his brother, B. R. Evans Biddigrned. He went to work in the
drug store, but he too became ill and succumbedearpania.

Young B. R. was well qualified for his work at the drug stodeseemed to enjoy it. He
learned rapidly, was well liked by the people of tinenmamity, and was delighted and
flattered by the increase in the business: but Hisistasm was greater than his physical
endurance. After working twelve hours a day, he wouldrge at night exhausted. Maria
thought he was overworking, but he laughed at the.idéte went to the store to help his
son whenever he thought he could be useful; but yieohgrt wanted to do everything
himself—until one evening in July, he went home witth eolth His father looked after
the store until he felt well enough to return to wdtlle. must have gone back to the store
too soon; for it was only a few days before he magaih—and the doctor said he had
pneumonia. He only lived a few days after'fifat.

Time went on; but nothing seemed the same withoutyHéfoung B. R., who was only
eighteen months younger than Henry, and had beeroh&ant companion during his
whole life, seemed to lose some of his Zest for lire,thétipassing of his brother. He
continued to do everything he could to please his fsar@md tried to make up to them (if
that were possible) for the loss of his brother; butohtd mever quite forget his own
loneliness and grief.

One day, several weeks later, he said to his m&ywr know, Ma, | still wake up at night
and | think | hear Henry coughing—or calling to mettaea—although | know it is just my
imagination (or a dream), | lay there awake, fordy@urd wait for him to call again.”

Maria said: “I wake up at night, too, and think theen hear him, and sometimes, even
during the day, I think | can hear him cough—butnwee khat if Henry were really near, he
would not be coughing; for there can be no sicknesslaéitr. And young B. R. replied: I
try to reason that way too; but Henry didn't wautédve us; and | have a feeling that he is
still near, all of the time: and because we can't sg@hd he can't talk to us—he wants us
to come to him, so that we can be together againetoes, when | am almost asleep—just
half way between consciousness and deep sleep-site@eethat | can see him smiling
and holding out his hands to reach me.” “You mustragine such terrible things, my dear;
for you know how much we all need you here. Think afrifeme—and Emma and all the
rest of the family! Ever since you and Henry were fidPéehas dreamed of the men you
were going to be— gentlemen of intelligence and chavhoterould carry the Biddle name
and ideals on to other generations. It is a sort wbntality on Earth to live on through
ones children and grandchildren, and so on, througttolintless ages to come. Besides
loving you so much and being so proud of you, (navHemary is gone) all of his ambition
for the future is centered in you; and, if he shouldyose | am afraid it would kill him.
You and | must forget our grief—or at least we nuestttior the sake of the others. Emma
is being brave; and we must live to make the otappy!i said Maria, with tears in her eyes.
For weeks, after Henry’s death, his father seemliagetm a daze. He could not sleep or
eat or interest himself in anything about him. Martked the foods he always liked best,
and tried, in every way to ‘rouse him from his tgtha-until she was at her wit's end; and
said one day, to his sister Mary Cardwell: “If wilamly get him away from here for awhile
it might help!” They talked to Uncle Will about thenoplem; and he went over to the
Biddle’s home, the next evening and announced thatdhéia family were going over to
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Yaquina Bay to camp for a month, and that he had aweeto see if the Biddles would
like to go with thert®’

Biddle Family Camps at Yaquina Bay

The children were all eager to go; and B. R., whallthesout-of-doors, agreed that it was
just what he wanted to do. After talking the matter that evening, they started, the next
morning, to get ready for their trip. There was no waggeh from Corvallis to Yaquina
Bay; but there was an old Indian trail, that had lnsed by the pioneers, and was safe for
pack trains and horse-back-riders: so they all hamw ton horse-back and take their
equipment on pack animals. Small boats stoppea dtaty1 so they could get flour and a
few necessities at the small store near where #meglto stay. When they reached the
bay the men built a shelter of drift-wood and lumbat, hlad been washed ashore—and
covered it with canvas, under which they made dé&shglong enough for them all to sleep
in one long row—with the women and girls sleeping at@reneithe men and boys at the
other end of their long, comfortable, fern lined bEish, clams, wild game and berries were
plentiful; while milk and fresh vegetables could berbadd near by farm. Their days were
filled by the simple tasks of simple living—gathering woody fmarthe stock, picking
berries, hunting, fishing, cooking, washing, cleaningsatiidg. Then, when the day’s work
was over, they would build a camp-fire on the beadhaarnhey sat on logs facing the fire
and enjoying its heat, they would sing familiar songsthearider people would tell stories
of their past adventures, or of the experiencesafahcestors “back in the States”, in the
days of long ago. The farmer who lived near by, and tkeenfish who lived in the shack
near the Point, often joined them and added their sttwithe evening’s entertainment. Just
before bed-time Maria would take hot light-rolls out oDieh ovens, and B. R. would
rake baked potatoes from the ashes, and Uncle Will waitl the bucket of steamed
mussels from the tripod over the fire; and thes#gedcdo the nuts and apples donated by
the farmer, made a banquet fit for a king. Later wamyd all go to bed and be lulled to
sleep by the rhythmic pounding of the surf below—andutmeunof the night winds in the
trees above. Some Indians, who lived on the oitiero$ the bay, came to see them and
were very friendly. B. R. and the children talketiéon in the Chinook jargon; and Maria
showed her good will by giving them some fried cornspaeethey loaned the campers
their canoes, and told them where to find the bestheitdes and hazel nuts.

The camping trip was a great success; and the fahlhg returned to Corvallis about the
first of September, feeling refreshed in body and.spirB. R. tried to interest himself in
his Real Estate and Insurance business; but h¢hik@ghg about Yaquina Bay—its beauty
and its delightful climate. To one who had always iiNadd, far from any large body of
water, it seemed the most delightful place in the worldsB®6 considerable size could land
there; and it was an ideal place for a thriving towhe ibay could be connected with the
Willamette Valley by a good wagon road; and he beliée¢dhe time was ripe for the
building of such a road. Whenever B. R. became coedititat a place was going to be
“opened up” and developed, he was anxious to “gettireaground floor” and buy property
before it became valuable: so he set about gettingtlaiadjuina Bay; which he planned to

use for a camp site for his family; and later sallidigisions when it became valuadffe.
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Death of Robert Evans Biddle
(1838-1859)

Robert(YDQV %LGGOH GLHG RQ.$XIXVWQWRQ &RXQW
than four months before his twenty-first birthday. Thefegigcken parents had to carry on as k
they could for their four remaining childréfs.

B. R. and Maria never became reconciled to the dadttheir first-born children. They
had come of a hardy race, and should have had lon{idaresost of the other members of
their family.

Maria often wondered if the trip across the plains+tnths of hardship as they plodded
wearily through the sand and dust—the poor foochttegometimes been forced to eat—
and their sufferings from thirst and heat and cold, migthhave done something to them
that shortened their lives: but if they had stay&piimgfield the boys would have been in
the Union Army, and would have been pitted againstdteirkin in the South. Then they
might have died on the battlefield—or in prison ag sbrher nephews had done. It was
better far, to have been with their families, at hame;to have had a Christian burial on
the hill near the Claim.

Maria had been so far away from the conflict betéteeNorth and the South, she could
never quite understand the bitterness that moseé afigmbers of her family felt toward her,
because she “had become a Yankee.” She (nor BthBr)ecould never be Yankees: but
she could not understand—or forgive, her family’s digltyatte country their ancestors
had fought to establish—and which they had all begn talove with a loyalty and passion
that was almost fanatical. She grieved oveldbeés of their sons, their homes and their
slaves—and over the poverty that gripped them afteartiaeas over: but they did not want
her sympathy—and she no longer received lettersndshig from her family whom she

had always loved so dedf.

Alice was a beautiful child of five, with a charmasfnar that made her a general favorite.
Her father adored her, and never tired of tellingenfgerfections. He would say: “She is
so bright and obedient and kind, she has never haa ponished.”

Young Robert started to work in the drug store fercbusin James Cardwell, who was
planning to move to Portland, as soon as he cousfiastirily dispose of his property. His
drug store was the first in the Willamette Valley;Jandes Cardwell had taken great pride
in building up the business. As he was anxious fordtrtain in the family, B. R. agreed to
buy it if his son Robert should become sufficiently istietleén its management.

Emma, now almost sixteen, was considered a beautifacaomplished young lady. She
played the organ, piano and guitar, and sang with ansopoice of exceptional quality,
which was in constant demand by church choirs and nersiegiainments of all kinds. She
sewed well and made her own and her sisters dt&sses.

Puggie was a tall, fair complexioned girl of twelve whdewvated to her father; and
accompanied him on most of his horseback trips atfmutcountry. She was not as
domestically inclined as Emma, although she did her shate dousework without
complaint. She liked to read, or be out of doors;\was never so happy as when she could
spend a few days—or weeks—out on the Claim, wheareldhaeke her horse and dog, and
go exploring in the near by hills.
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Eddie was a fair-haired boy of nine, with large bleg a&yd unusual musical talent—who
went whistling about the house, and making a great aofaurise playing (by ear) all of
the musical instruments that belonged to the other mends the family. He was clever
and quick witted, like his mother; and full of nervowergn high-strung, head-strong, and
quick to take offence like the Biddles-—all of which niada faery capable and delightful
person, as long as he had his own way.

As B. R. always had all of the children under pecfautrol, Eddie’s faults were not glaring;
and he always seemed to be his mother’s faltrite.

1860
Grieving For Death of Sons

B. R. had always prided himself on his self-control—on hiltg to be pleasant to thos
about him, under any circumstances: and he had tried to héachildren one of his rules of Ii
by a simple verse, they could easily remember— “For esgityunder the sun There is a reme
or there is none. If there be one—try and find it. If tHe¥enone—never mind it.” Since he
been a child he had been able to follow the precepts of tihispphy: but the death of his ador
sons had taught him that he could not always overcome thatseffiean evil for which there wi
no remedy.

It was Emma’s need for support that saved him from aahbrg¢ak down. The shock h.
affected her so greatly; he and Maria almost forgot their grief in their solicitude for her. Emn
had almost worshiped her older brothers. She had preferredafaem of her numerous admire
They had practiced their music together—had the same friandshad been almost insepare
since they were small children: so it seemed to her thawéfenot worth living without them. E
R. and Maria did everything they could to take her mind from hief. @nd Mr. Spencer (a your
friend of the family), who had watched her grow up, helpedothers try to interest her
something that would take her mind away from her sorrow. He bougtitéhkatest®®

September 1860

Marriage of Emma Biddle and William Spencer

In September 1860, Emma Biddle married William Spetter.

Fall 1860

In the fall of 1860, B. R. and Maria Biddle had been in Oreggint ¢ears and they sti
kept in touch with their friends and relatives in Tenneseddlknois.

December 1860
Letter From Abraham Lincoln

In December 1860, B. R. Biddle received a long letter frdmralAam Lincoln, in which h
told all of the latest gossip of their mutual Springfiel@rfids, and gave a personal account o
campaign and election to the presidency. He also enclosealg#iture of himself, mounted ¢
a piece of blue calico, which had been one of his campaign badgesadchbden worn pinned ¢
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the lapel of the coat of a political follower. Many thands of them had been worn in the No
before the election; but it was the first one B. R. had seen.

As transplants from the South - her father from Virgihier mother a Tennessee nati
Alice’s parents fit well into the culture of Corvallis, influeed as the town was by the many sett
who had come over the Oregon Trail from states borderingDtdep South and who we
potentially in sympathy with the cause of the Confederacy dunm¢ivil War.

The Biddle family members were different as they were bemof the Union Party. F
another, they were personal friends of Abraham Lincolra yaung lawyer in Springfield, lllinois
the future president was their next-door neighbor! Not for a fentins, but for over 15 years.

B. R. Biddle Applies for Position as Indian Agent

In 1860, William H. Barnhart (the husband of B. R.’s niecapyMCampbell) was appointe
Indian Agent for Umitilla. For many years he had been sagrétaJames W. Nesmith, tt
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Oregon.

The Biddles had always wished that they could help to imgtaeondition of the Indian:
When Barnhart told them of the deplorable condition of the hsdid the Siletz Agency (betwer
Corvallis and Yaquina Bay), B. R. was sure that he couldriibta condition if he had the prop
authority. He applied for the position of Indian Agent for Siletz.

1861

B. R. Biddle Appointed Indian Agent for Siletz Reservation

On July 16, 1861, Abraham Lincoln appointed B. R. Biddle IndiannAder Siletz
Reservation, Benton, Oregon, for a term of 4 years.

Being a personal friend of the president was, ndtdau factor in his securing the
appointment, as there were a number of other applitmarite position. B. R. was a natural
Crusader, and looked forward to making useful, Christien and women from a
conglomeration of Indians—many of whom were frormts savage and unruly tribes of
Western Oregon. It was the first time he had ewveked for the Government; and he was
strangely ignorant of politics, as they affected appoiote@svernment jobs. He had to
select several persons to work at the Agency; anavreréen or twelve applicants for each
position. He tried to secure reliable, hard-working mka would manage their several
departments efficiently. It did not occur to hint fi@litical influence should be considered
a qualification for a job; and the most influentialtip@ins among the applicants were
rejected as being unfit for the work:—and they imteydigecame his enemies, and started
making trouble for him before his real work, at the@agbad started.

He took charge on October first, 1861, just aftertteginning of the Civil War, when the
merchants of the West were afraid to sell goods to ther@oent on credit and when all
kinds of rumors about the war, and its effect onlthi¢ed States Government, were in
circulation.

The physician and the blacksmith B. R. appointed provée very unsatisfactory. When
he tried to make them attend to their duties propéhlgy grew angry and tried to stir up
trouble with the Indians by telling them that the Guwent at Washington had been
destroyed. That they would never get any more &syund that they had better leave the
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reservation and return to their former homes, wheredbelgl start war on the settlements
if any one bothered thefd®

When B. R. found what had been going on, he dismisseatbittor, the blacksmith and the
mule train driver. He appointed other, and better mertake their places; but not until
after they had caused a great amount of troublethétecalled all of the Chiefs, and other
“head men” of the Indian tribes, together and hadig talk” with them. Most of their
grievances were purely imaginary; but some wer@wedefl and real. Among the latter
was the nonfulfillment of treaty stipulations by the @owent. The Indians said that they
had entered into treaties with the Government, pemrsand that they had been promised,
from one year to another, that those treaties wbeldatified by the Great Council at
Washington; and that they had waited patiently—diupttience was exhausted, and they
had made up their minds to go back to their own coufitimgy also said that some white
men had told them that, if they would leave thervaien and kill a few white men, the
Government would hurry to ratify their treaties andyaaut their agreements. B. R. told
the Indians that the United States Government wamwaitrful and would punish any
Indians (or white men either) who rebelled againsttiteréiy: and that it would also reward
those who were faithful and true in their allegiance sbigred them that, if they stayed on
the Reservation, and behaved themselves properly, ¢lagiesrwould soon be ratified—and
to prove to them that the Government had their weeliaheart, he distributed presents of
blankets, clothes and food (from the Agency storiet Chiefs, and the most destitute of
the Indians. This seemed to satisfy them, andabey willing to go to work with harvesting
the potatoes, repairing the buildings, and gettedyréor the winter. But after they got
started they only had three weeks of good weather heforg rains set in—which continued
until almost Christmas. Then, before the ground wasrdrugh to work, it started to snow—
and the ground froze, and remained frozen until teedfrMarch. It was the coldest winter
ever experienced since Oregon had been settled leypeloiple. All potatoes, that had not
been harvested, froze in the ground: the pack-tairld not get their supplies across the
mountains; and the employees at the Agency wouldkawewithout food if they had not
been allowed to buy small amounts from the Agencg, Sthich the Government stocked
for the use of the Indians only. A careful accountkepsof the supplies bought by the
employees; and the money they paid was used to sptheistock at the store as soon as

the roads were passable and new supplies could ghbiot?®

When B. R. went out to the reservation, on OctobleIplanned to send for Maria as soon
as the Agent’s house had been repaired: but thestaittied before the work was finished;
and B. R. had to stay there all winter, away frienfiamily, with inexperienced help—and
three or four thousand Indians to look after.

About the first of December the Blacksmith shop bdrdown, destroying most of their
tools and some of the farming machinery. It looked dikeincendiary fire; and the
blacksmith was suspected: but no real proof was esevetisd. As soon as the trails were
open, in the Spring, B. R. went down to Corvallis—ardm®$alem to see Mr. Rector, to
tell him about the difficulties they had to contend ditting the winter: but he got no
constructive advice from Mr. Rector.

Maria went with B. R. when he returned to the Agerayher quiet efficiency and kindness
made her a favorite at once. She cooked good food far Bn&her very presence soothed
his nerves, so that usual irritations went by unnotitaih also showed the Indian women
how to sew and make their dresses. She took a lmdggmt boy into their house and taught

him to cook and keep house like she did; so that BoRd enjoy some of the conveniences
of home when she had to return to Corvallis—for Emmaeegding her and she could not

stay long at the reservation. During her short sthg @gdency she had helped B. R. by
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making him more comfortable; and she had made friehtteedndians, and their faith in
the Government had been stimulated by her unquesgjdoyalty and patriotism.

When the Superintendent of Farming, and his wife, d@mh to Corvallis to get supplies,
Maria rode down with them: and then they took Pugygik With them when they returned
to Siletz; so that she could visit her father untilaMamild go back in June or July.

1862

The year 1862 was a very trying one for Maria Biddle. \Baeted to be with Emma i
much as possible. B. R. wrote long letters telling ofdngliness and need of her—and Eddie
Alice needed her most of all—especially since their fathes away and they were going
school**’

Birth of Harold Spencer
(1862-1863)

On May 6, 1862, Emma Biddle Spencer’s son, Harold, was Ibtenwvas B. R. and Maria’
first grandchild.

Puggie Biddle Marries Orville Tracy Porter

A local teacher named Orville Tracy Porter (1837 - 1916gbeg court 16-year-ol
Puggie Biddle. On the morning of August 26, 1862, Oliver dupvi® Puggie’s house in a bugc
Puggie went out carrying a hatbox to join him. She did noaitsibne where she was going, k
before the day was over, the secret had leaked out.

Puggie’s family learned that they had gone to Albanyg@mdo be married and there th
remained for a two-day honeymoon at the St. Charles HoteR. &1d Maria were surprised a
hurt when the news reached them. They could hardly believéht#iashy, well-behaved, littl
Puggie would “run away” from home and be married without their knowledgonsent?®

Maria, always philosophical, said that “what can’t be dureist be endured”; and we
home at once to see that her “wayward daughter” had prtyibes for a bride, and linen for tl
home she must establish:—for no self-respecting mother éetuteétr daughter go empty-hand
to a husband. Every girl furnished the linen and beddinggiohome when she married, and m.
girls furnished much more.

Oregon Indian Agent Controversy

B. R. continued to have trouble at the reservation etwmugh many
improvements had been made and the Indians were in much betteiocotidin
they had been when he took over the Agency. B. R. had made an ehbiny
Rector, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Sta®refjon. Rector with
the aid of incompetent employees B. R. had dischargadgnrouble for him
continually. He sent reports to Washington urging th&iehecalled from service.

In return, B. R. submitted sworn statements from reliable gs&s disproving the
charges against him; and, in turn accusing the Supergrténd Indian Affairs of
serious irregularities and dishonesty in the discharpésafuties. B. R.’s problem
was that he was a born aristocrat and individualist—a ofiamagination and
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ability. He could not work successfully with politiciartde wanted to get results.
If the Rules and Regulations of the Indian Department reténidedork, he simply

disregarded them. He was sure that he was doing rightnarabubt, he was if
the welfare of the Indians was the important issue—butwha not the way to
hold a political office in 1862%°

Office Supt Indian Affairs
Portland Oregon June 7th 1862
Sir

| have just returned from a visit to Siletz Reservation, undee diakgent B. R. Biddle
My object, as expressed in my letter to you of 17tf fivest to inspect the condition of this Agency
and investigate the official conduct of Agent Biddle. | regrgtmuch to inform you that the
management of said Agency is far from being satisfactory todhis loffiund a large portion of the
Indians subsisting on potatoes, which had remained in the gioring the entire winter, and were
frozen, rotten and loathesome. There was not lessSikaFhousand Bushets potatoesuffered to
go to waste in this manner, whereas if they had beerlprope/ested and taken care of the Indians
would now have abundance of good and wholesome food. Tlestregfgiuty, and loss of property
occurred on the Agency farm under the immediate supervisiaeat Biddle. The lower farm (eight
miles from the Agency farm) under charge of Mr. Megginson, proddiredcrop of potatoes & oats,
all of which was harvested and secured in due time. The regu#t was that Mr. Megginson has
furnished Mr. Biddle for Seed on the Agency farm, some Thiemugand bushels of Potatoes.
During the month of October 1861 | dispatched the Slogmfily” to Siletz Agency with Thirty five
Tons of assorted Merchandise, among which was fifteen Tholmsacel fruit trees, designed for the
use and benefit of the Indians on that Reservation.

The entire cargo was delivered in good order and conditidgent Biddle on the 19th of
Nov 1861 as per receipted bill of lading accompanying Viduétbstract K of my account 4th Qr
1861. Early in January Agent Biddle personally informed tidsioffice, that the entire cargo had
been transported to the Agency, and his abstract of tigabftir the 4th Qr shows the sums of
$1023.27 due B. F. Cooper for transportation: Seven hundréldr®®f this amount due for
transporting the entire cargo (35 Tons) at $20 per Ton. | wassdriwifind that nearly all the cargo
had been packed from the Depot to the Agency (a distance Mfl& by the Indian women: and
that Agent Biddle in consideration of their Services paid bne pint of flour per dagnd reporting
the amount as issued to Indians.

The fruit trees referred to above were suffered to remain ataABaiy, exposed to the
severities of the Winter in the original packages in which threyShigpped without any care or
attention whatever, until late in the Month of March and thespoated by the Indian women, at the
same rate of compensation per diem as the other articles.

My own discovery that the cargo including the fruit, tvesse transported in this manner,
together with the Sworn Statement of B. F. Cooper, herewitimpanying, will show how much
reliance can be placed in Mr. Biddles representations. | fourfduih&rees intrenched horizontally
in packages of twenty-five each, about two thirds dead, anchdlireder, so stunted and crippled in
their growth, that they will scarcely be worth cultivatinglySiftet Mr. Biddle assumed the duties of
his office, he requested permission from this office to pasectwo mules, for the purpose of thrashing
using them on the machine: Stating that there was noththg Agency except oxen and they were
not adapted. | gave him permission to make the purchase.

Instead of Making the purchase, for the purpose Staquirbhased of Jeremiah Lillyvo
Mules and C. P. Blair one, paying Mr. Lilly at the timetirehase was made and giving Mr. Blair his
[illegible] note for the amount due him. These Mules weregext on the Thrashing Machine, in fact
never thrashed a grain, but were used by Mr. Biddle in pdgkiogvn private property he charging
the cost thereof to Government at the rate of $80 to&i0@m, and after the packing was done turning
two of the Mules over to government at 30 percent aboweabidgst, reserving the third animal as
his own private property, acquired in the operation.

Nearly if not quite all of the goods packed from Corvallis lsrewn private property, which was
sold to employees, and to persons mining on the bea@ofdr His Abstract of disbursements 4th
of 1861 for current expenses shows $125 paid Dick Johnsotefpréting. My investigations show
no such Indian on the Reservation, or ever having beendheréurther that no actual payment for

19 And This Is Our Heritagep. 158.




Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

interpreting has been made to any one. In view of these fants,ddemed it advisable to submit for
your consideration the accompanying Affidavits and papers radakitrg Biddles official acts and
would recomend his removal from office. Should you concur with the opinion, that he is not the
proper person for the position, | hope you will make the faxe/k to the President, and have his
successor appointed and commissioned at once. Until | advised of your action in the Matter, |
will make all necessary purchases for that agency myself, intiesidgthe funds over to him. In
conclusion | would respectfully solicit prompt action, abhis successor may take charge at an early
day. | would recomend Maxwell Ramsby of Clackamas Co Oregon axbie $uén for the place.

| am Sir

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt

Wm H Rector

Supt Ind Affairs

Hon W.P. Dole

Commissioner &c;

2FWREHU UG

Sir:

This is to inform you, that | have been relievechpfduties as Indian Agent, at
Siletz Agency, by James B. Condon, Indian Agent, sugnce of Orders from Wm H
Rector Supt. Indian Affairs. On the 11th inst, | tferexl the property &c to Agent Condon,
and am ordered premptorily by Supt to close up mguatowith the Department by the
13th of next month. This is purely an arbitrary adherpart of the Superintendent, and is
done more to satiate private revenge, than forad @fficial reason. Mr. Rector has not
informed me officially why he has suspended me, amddfaonly to conjecture the cause.
I understand through Senator Nesmith that Supt.drRbess prefered charges against me to
the Department — this he has denied to me oftensaitithe charges had not, and would
not be forwarded, before he would give me due notice.

| would respectfully request that | be furnishedpy @d the charges in detail as
early as possible. | think | will be able to Satigf{pepartment that any charges derogatory
WR P\ 2IILFLDO LQWHJULWODUH IDOVH 9HU\ 5HVSHFWI

B. R. Biddle
8 6 ,QGLDQ $JHQW +#RQ :P 3 'ROH

Charges Made Against Benjamin Robert Biddle U. S. Indian Agent
for Malfeasance in Office

On October 11, 1862, B. R. Biddle, who had been sextwf corruption, was removed as
Indian Agent by order of Wm. H. Rector Supt. Indisffiairs. - -

Answer in Explanation to charges prefered against BeBjddle U. S. Indian Agent for
Malfeasance in Office by Wm H Rector Superintenddnindian Affairs for Oregon —
YL] VW &KDUJH

“By contracting with one Frank Cooper for the necgdsansportation at Siletz
Agency, at certain stipulated prices therefor, witimalete and full understanding that he,
%LGGOH 6KRXOG UHFHLYH 2QQJIKWRHRBRHWRIP 8 BRPZHHEY RULV

“Agent Biddle” in answer to the above charge gwtshe same is not true in fact
— that he never made any contract with “any Franlpe&dofor transportation at any
stipulated price whatever, except for monthly wagesvaite account — and that said Frank
Cooper was not to receive any portion whatever ofrtoegds arising therefrom; and no

200 Biddle to Dole, 23 October 1862, in United Sta@ffice of Indian Affairs Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 18
1880 1DWLRQDO $UFKLYHV OLFURFREXPHMROO .>3DUH3 @&RUYDOOLYV 3 2 HIJRQ
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

other sum except monthly wages refered to. For pfofiswer to this charge see 1st part
LQ :P + 6SHQFHU:-V $IILGDYLWE&BWHRQWR DIIL[HG ([S(

Agent Biddle begs leave to explain as follows the red&yome purchased a pack
team, and employed a man to pack. In private atagen(He quotes in part from his
Annual Report when he took charge of the Siletz AgéimeyGovernment was without
[illegible], and the absence of ready means to makepsuchases of articles required for
immediate use, was a source of great embarassmemtséguence of this state of Affairs
“Agent Biddle” had to use his own private meangjwar his individual obligations for such
purchases as were made at Corvallis and Vicinity; enBepartment having no pack
Animals, and no other means of transportation fronSettiements; — And on account of
the great demand for Pack trains in the northern miregontracts for packing to the
Agency, could be made except at exhorbitant ratesessity and a desire to economise
compelled him to purchase mules and horses on hiatpraccount — which were used to
pack supplies for Self and Employees — as well as Depa@oods — both from Corvallis
& Yaquina Bay. The rates of charges made by AdgddieHor what was packed for the
,QGLDQ 'HSDUWPHQW ZDV QRW\JEHBW B OVKIHE KD G @5 |
never used any false representation to Frank Coopeanfopurpose whatever. Frank
Cooper was by Agent Biddle’s order paid in full fordngices for packing, and said Cooper
Signed the vouchers after they were filled up knowinglyrederstandingly; And further;
said Cooper signed a separate receipt in full foisadlenvices. For further & confirmatory
proof, see Wm H Spencer’s Affidavit 3rd part; also @l&rs Affidavit hereunto annexed.
Cooper acknowledges to Blair that he has been paid inrfpldking, by Agent Biddle &c

F >LOOHJLEOH®@

The foregoing charges & perhaps a portion of the follahenges were founded
upon the Affidavit of Frank Cooper, and one Doctor §etig so Agent Biddle presumes.

Touching the veracity of said Cooper, Agent Bidaljes,sthat Frank Cooper has
the reputation of being a common liar, and is not \lieunder Oath when he is an
interested party. In proof of this statement, seéffidavits of J. L. Lilly, S. N. Lilly, and
James Miller, herewith annexed — all which they anifut citizens and neighbors of
Cooper. Fifty other Affidavits could be producechmgame effect — but the foregoing is
deemed sufficient to establish threenviablecharacter of the men upon whose Affidavits,
Supt Rector presumes to bring charges against Bigdtg.

Touching the Character and veracity of Doctor Swiggent Biddle refers the
Department to Senator Nesmith & Harding.

All the Affidavits upon which Supt. Rector bases chaggéisst Agent Biddle are
from disaffected persons, and the testimony is entwgharte

2nd Charge.
“With making false representations to Alfred Flickinger ierota induce him to

sign, or witness the mark of Dick Johnson to a vodohdiis salary as Interpreter during
WKH WK 4U vl
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢
Answer.

Agent Biddle for Answer says the above charge igHatdee never made false
representations to Flickinger nor to any other persont thimeor them to witness “Dick
Johnson’s mark” — nor any persons mark. Agent Biddle gesldwis accuser to show proof
of this Charge. any interest whatever in contrabts.Agent Biddle is willing to concede —
but he begs leave to plead as an excuse for sottlairthe necessities of the case compelled
him, (though very reluctantly) to purchase a paif, tand to an interested party in the
transportation of merchandise to the Siletz Agency: Buatly fraud against the Govt, was
WKHUHE\ FRPPLWWHG KH VD\V LV QRW WUXH 3UHFHG

Admitting that the transaction was “irregular,” amtary to the regulations of the
Indian Department as a general thing — Agent Biddl¢ furdker plead, that he had many
precedents of a similar character to warrant himaikimg the contract referred to period.
Agents Metcalfe and Newcomb both owned or had arstterthe pack trains, transporting
merchandise to the Siletz Agency; this is a factnkimogweryone in the vicinity — and must
have been known at Supt's office. — again; by refetenSept. Rector’s Abstract of
Dispursement for 4th Qr 1861, on account of the “RenufMaldians from Rogue River to
Grand Ronde Agency”, One Martin Newcomb is purpottetiave been paid the sum of

Dollars for use of Pack Train for said purpdsthe rate of $2 per day for each
mule & expenses besides — which statement of Dispsesmot wholly. It is a well known
fact that said Martin Newcomb did not receive butofigife sum called for in the voucher.
Who received the other half may be properly asked? qirestion is easily answered:
Martin Newcomb had a partner — that Partner’'s narRector, and that — Rector received
the money. Also a well known fact that the Originatr@cinwith Martin Newcomb was at
the rate of $1 per day for each mule and how thelappened to grow to $2 per day for
each mule, is a question that Supt. Rector best rahsnself. “Agent Biddle” does not
make this statement with a view as bringing it asge @uminst Supt. Rector, but merely to
show that he had a plain example and precedentifay beerested in the transportation of
Merchandise to Siletz Agency: with the difference leowggent Biddle was the real owner
of the pack train, actually performed the servicesataneéisonable rates — while the contract
in which Rector was interested does not possess ¢heirtue or excuse. He was not the
owner of the train and had no property whatever in M&lwcombs mules. Biddle’s
interest and claim is honest and just.

1863

B. R. Biddle Back Home in Corvallis

Maria was glad when his year at the Agency was overttaydcould all be together, on
more, at their home in Corvallis where the children hadtemd school. B. R. too was glad
leave the Reservation where he found red tape, poljaidusy and graft constantly interferi
with the welfare of the Indians and those who were supposeihister to them. He had al:
missed taking part in some of the most interesting developrméméstern Oregon during tt
year he had been at Siletz.

In October 1861, the first telegraph line was finished floenEast to Sacramento and ¢
Francisco: and news from other parts of the Union (Civil Wawvsnwas most important at tt
time) could reach Central California almost instantly. Bittdk sixteen days by stage or horseh
to travel from Sacramento to Portland—and Oregonians wes@ ahxious to have quic
communication with the rest of the world. A California ¢gbeoh line was started in the winter
1861 to connect Sacramento with Yreka, near the Oregorsbreenumber of Oregonians (amc

California State University, San Marcos Native Aiten Document
BURMHFW .6RXUFH KWWS SKKWEPLF. RAVDO/EOHGW RQ DR3BH G 1RY HRAEIHWH V
Indian Affairs,Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 48380 National Archives Microcopy 234, Roll 613 (excBrf
1$'3 'RFXPHQW ' .>3DJH @
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

whom were B. R. and Hamilton Campbell) organized a cospnpafinance a telegraph line fro
Yreka to Portland and by-stations in the Willamette Valley.

Besides buying stock in the company and stimulating interebeiproject®? B. R. had
little to do with the telegraph line that was built thextngear from Yreka to Portland,—whic
brought Western Oregon two weeks nearer to the National NemisIG. He was always interes
in anything that would benefit the people of his communitythat time, the thought of the roi
he had advocated between Corvallis and Yaquina Bay was foremostimHig®

Road From Corvallis to the Sea Contemplated

His experience at the Siletz Indian Agency during the loegwinter of 1861, when tr
trails were impassable, and supplies could not be carried to eevdgon, had demonstrated
necessity for such a road. As it could not be built by golumtds, it would have to be construct
as a toll road, by private capital: and he was sure thevéd be enough travel between Corva
and a tide water village to make such an investment wdrile vgo,

Enter William W. Moreland

About this time Dr. W. A. Finley, president of the CorigalCollege, sent for his wife’
cousin, William W. Moreland (who had recently graduated ftioenPacific Methodist College «
California), to take charge of the Primary Department ofbkege.

During the school’s vacation, William Moreland went toebalas a legislative secrete
and while there, discovered some old documents which referraa old Federal Grant of 90(
acres of land, in the Territory of Oregon, which had beeraside for the maintenance of
Agricultural and Mechanical College— provided it be orgadiand equipped before a cert
specified date.

Moreland brought the matter before the Legislature; anth@gime limit had almos
expired, it was necessary to act at once or the immeasteof land would revert to the Fede
Government and the State of Oregon would lose it forever. affiewas all covered with virgi
forest, and had never yielded a penny of income that coulddzbto build or equip a college. T
only possible way for the state to obtain the grant, wakedver some institution of learning tt
was already functioning, and make it into a college thailavmeet the necessary requireme
After some investigation, Corvallis College was seléchg the Legislature, to become the S
Agricultural College; and Corvallis was made one of tlaeliley educational centers of the No
West.

Benjamin Robert Biddle Elected Mayor of Corvallis

Benjamin Robert Biddle was elected Mayor of Corvallis.
1863

Toll Road Company Incorporated

Early in the year 1863, B. R. Biddle, Dr. J. R. Bailey and®. Odeneal incorporated tl
“Toll Road Company” for the purpose of building a wagon roakdigwwould in general follov

202 And This Is Our Heritagep. 159.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

the old Indian trail) from Corvallis, through the mountaip ¢@athe coast. Building a wagon ra
(with the equipment then available) through the mountainhédrdistance proved to be a gre:
undertaking than any of them had anticipated.

Death of Harold Spencer

Early in September 1863, Emma Spencer sent for her mothéa {darome to see littl
Harold, who was feverish, and refused to eat. In that diayge families, Emma and Mr. Spent
had only one child—and they both adored him. Everything thdtaaeskill and good nursin
could do was done for their child; but a few nights latdren he seemed to be better, he pa
away in his sleep. Emma was overwhelmed by the tragedy.s&imed dazed, and never re
recovered from the shock of her child’s death. Mr. Spencer alfogit his own grief in his
solicitude for her; and did everything that a loving husbariith wealth at his command, could
to divert her mind from her sorrow, and stimulate hegrggt in other things. He even tried
persuade Puggie to let them adopt her oldest child, TracyhaevEmma was greatly attache
Her sister, Alice, twelve years her junior, spent mostesftime with them and did much, with t
happy disposition and keen sense of humor, to make their honeenoonal. Emma and M
Spencer were both devoted to Alice, and helped her witkdierol work and music. They to
her to Portland and bought her expensive clothes, and pettaddepoiled her; but Emma cot
not forget little Harold; and continued to grieve for him whenwas aloné®

1865

The Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Road Company, Incorporated

In 1865, the number of stockholders was enlarged and the naimeraforporation wa
changed to “The Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Road Company, Incorddrate

1866

Road From Corvallis to Yaquina Bay Not Progressing

The toll road to Yaquina Bay was not progressing vediyrafgihe work had been much
more difficult than the members of the road companyaméidipated. On January 5, 1866,
their friend, Senator J. W. Nesmith, introduced a bilhenWnited States Senate granting
aid to the State of Oregon for the construction oflitanyi road from Corvallis to Yaquina
Bay. The work was to be done by the Corvallis andivad®ay Wagon Road Co., Inc.

After the bill was passed the stockholders of the road compare/sure that, at last, th
dream was about to be realized, and that the village on YaBainhad a great future. Dr. Baili
and Samuel Case immediately erected a large hotel ree8ath and B. R. built a fine residen
for himself and family?%®

July 4, 1866

At five o’clock in the morning, on July 4, 1866, the steamer Riptedt her moorings ¢
Pioneer City with about seventy-five passengers, and procekded the bay. It stopped
different points to take on waiting excursionists until attlasy reached North Beach, where tl
were loudly cheered by the assembled crowd of about 400 perdoreteven o’clock the peop
gathered at the speakers stand, that had been built inc gpove near the “Oregon House”, ¢
a prayer by Rev. Clark opened the exercises. Then thersimgiag, which interspersed tl
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

speeches by Messrs. Bailey, Biddle, Clark and Dodge. @ieesses were said to have teer
with eloquent expressions of loyalty and patriotism.

As a climax to the program, B. R. Biddle, as a representatitiee women of Corvallis
presented a flag, which they had made for the people ofiYagirhe gift was gratefully accept
and was raised to the top of the flagpole that had been metietoereceive it.—and, as the ban
floated out on the breeze, the voices of the people robariony, as they sang “The Star Span:
Banner”. Besides the patriotic program there were lunclaeses, and races and contests o
kinds, for those who attended the celebration.

1867
B. R. Biddle's Drug Store Income
While B. R. was always actively interested in all publipiavements, he was careful r

to neglect his drug business, which was his chief safriceeome at that time. He planned to ti
the store over to Eddie, as soon as he could handle it properly.

Corvallis Gazette-TimesCorvallis, Oregon)Saturday, May 18, 1867

26 Corvallis Gazette-TimgsCorvallis, Oregon Saturday May 18, 1867,p. 3.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

Corvallis Gazette-TimesCorvallis, Oregon, Saturday, June 29, 1887
Maria Biddle at Home

While B. R. was busy with his road project and other business
interests, Maria was usually at home, but never idle.w&isean excellent
cook and always kept the pantry and storehouse filled widl—fdhe
“spare room” immaculately clean; and everything ready foe
unexpected guests B. R. liked to entertain.

Eddie, who was sixteen years old, had gone to McMinnville to
school. Alice was attending the Primary Department of thevallisr
College—a school that had been recently established as fodist
Institution of Higher Education.

Alice grew prettier each year; and her father, who idolized he
could deny her nothing that was in his power to provide. Shewudsa
happy child, and had such pleasant manners; she wasrkigech sunshine in the home that t
been desolated by the loss of her two older brothers a few ebore. Members of the fami
were growing accustomed to living without Henry and young .BNRw interests had come in
their home, and once more, the future seemed to hold much that vias/hite 2°¢

B. R. and Maria had always been noted for their “southerpitadit/”; and, after he
became Mayor of Corvallis he considered it his duty to enteemny, and all, notable persc
visiting their community. He enjoyed playing the part of a hasd was proud of his home, |
wife and his family.

Maria was an ideal hostess. She had a charming person#éligy.house was tastil
furnished and in perfect order; the meals were ample arwodesl and served in good style. TF
had fine linen, china and silvé®

William Moreland at B. R. and Maria Biddle’'s Home

B. R. and Maria often entertained members of the facultytegidfamilies (Dr. and Mrs
Finley, Mr. and Mrs. Emery and William Moreland) in their home.

William Moreland, who was only twenty-two, enjoyed being oftem and soon becan
a frequent and regular visitor. He was a quiet youngmth a college education, a retentive m
that was a veritable storehouse of information, and anuahasount of natural intelligence. t
thoroughly enjoyed being with the young people and takingipaheir foolishness and fun.
was soon apparent that he worshiped at the shrine of lovidyAlite, who, though still a chilc
teased him and made life miserable for him generally, vghideadored him in secret.

27 Corvallis Gazette-Time<orvallis, Oregon, Saturday, June 29, 1867, p. 1.
208 And This Is Our Heritaggop. 159-160.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

The family liked him and he asked them to call him Willievhich they did in their owi
home; although it would have been highly improper to have caltmalege professor by his fir
name in public—and the Biddles were always very careful to dytéueg properly?1°

1868

Death of Sarah Emma Biddle Spencer
+

Sarah Emma Biddle Spencer remained a
semi-invalid for more than two years, and became
bed-ridden early in 1868. Her cousin William B.
Cardwell, a brilliant young physician who had just
returned from two years of study and training at the
Bellevue Hospital in New York, came to Corvallis
and gave all of his time and skill, in an effort to save
the life of his favorite cousin. But her will to live was
not strong enough to overcome her strange malady.
During the last few weeks of her life, there were ime
when she spoke to little Harold as though he were
waiting, near by, to take her away. She seemed
anxious to go where she could be with her beloved
brothers and her little son. There were other times,
when she recognized her husband and other members
of her family, that she wanted to stay with them—but
she was very tired and wanted to rest-where there
would be no more grief or parting from those she
loved. She died on May 26, 1868 in Corvallis,
Oregon.

Corvallis Gazette-Time&orvallis, Oregon,
Saturday, May 30, 1868

210 And This Is Our Heritaggpp. 164-165
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Corvallis Gazette-TimesCorvallis, Oregon, Saturday, July 25, 1868.

Eddie Biddle Not Good at Drug Business

In 1868 when Eddie came home from college at Forest Grove, he dicenotsee at al
interested in the drug business. He was not temperamyeinizihed to cater to the public, as
successful merchant must.

1869

Fire Destroys B. R. Biddle’s Business

In July 1869, a large part of the business section of Cawedls destroyed by fire. As |
R. watched the flames moving relentlessly toward his placesdfidss, he realized that his st
was doomed. With his usual foresight and energy, he immediatetydr a vacant store in t
Masonic Building, opposite the City Hall. He had most ofstiek moved before the fire reacl
it—so his business continued the next morning, as usual, in hikoation?!3

1869-1875

B. R. Biddle Serves on Board of Trustees of Corvallis College

“B.R.” served on the Corvallis College Board of Trusteesf1869 to 1875 and help:
solicit private donations to purchase the “college farrahdated by the Morrill Act of 1862. Tt
college farm site later was the location of Benton Ha#, “Pathway,” and other historic camg

22 Corvallis Gazette-TimesGorvallis, Oregon, Saturday, July 25, 1868, p. 3.
213 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 165-166.
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landmarks. B. R. was a personal friend to Corvallis Collegadeet William Finley and was &
early and frequent donor to the cause of the young school.

1870
Eddie Biddle in San Francisco: Dental Apprentice

In 1870 when Mr. Spencer established himself in San Frantisco,
sent for Eddie to come down there. Business opportunities mere
numerous there, and he might find an opening there more tbkimg.
Spencer secured several positions for him, but Eddie was happy doing
the work entailed. After a discussion of the subject,3fpencer contacted the
dental firm of Huston and B. R.s (considered the best in SaciEca) and
persuaded them to take his brother-in-law into their officaraapprentice
where he could study and get the practical experience, whodkdvenable
him to pass the State Dental Examination.

Alice Biddle: First Female Graduate of Oregon State Univesity

In 1870, Alice Eudorah Biddle, born in Corvallis, Oregon in 18%4s the first woma
graduate of Oregon State University, completing her four-g@aiculum and Bachelor of Scien
degree in the liberal arts degree in just over three ye@ine was class valedictorian of the f
class to graduate from the Oregon State AgriculturaleGelwith perfect grades and perf
attendance. She graduated at age 16 and was known as Corvaitisitelbgent young womar

But she was mature way beyond her years and is rememagrede of the most energetic and
enthusiastic young ladies to have enrolled at Cbsv&lollege in the early period. She was very
active socially and was a talented musician.

Alice Biddle, age 16, with fellow graduates Currin and Vela (not sure who is who), from the first graduating
class in 1870 of Oregon Agricultural College (later Oregora&t University).]
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Her statue sits today just to the east of the Membhigbn and is a favorite meeting and rest
spot for students and faculty at Oregon State Univet<Sity.

Alice Biddle Marries William Moreland

On December 8, 1870, Alice Biddle married William
Walter Moreland, age 25, a professor and one of the town’s
most eligible bachelors. B. R. gave them a lot in Corvallis,
where he hoped they could soon build their own h&me.

Moreland ... played a pivotal role in helping shape
the early history of agriculture at Oregon State ©rsity.
While acting as clerk in the legislature in 1868, he disaxie
that the state was about to forfeit its opportunity tovieerded
a land-grant school under the provisions of the Morrill Att.
he hadn’t acted quickly, the deadline would have passed and
the chance to get federal funding for an agricultural college
would have been lost.

Alice’s future husband was able to use his clerk’s
position to advantage in the political struggle that follovied,
which Southern Democrats from Benton and Linn counties
managed to outmaneuver a group from Salem pushing for
Willamette University to be the state’s new agriculrkool.
According to legend, after finding the document, Moreland
fixed things so that when it came time to write on the
document the name of the winning school, the words “Willaendttiversity” were erased at tl
last second and replaced by the words “Corvallis College."théhé¢rue or not, it's a great ston

Alice Biddle
Valedictorian of the first class to
graduate from the Oregon State

Agricultural College*

Alice and William Moreland Live with B. R. and Maria Biddle

B. R. and Maria were living all alone in their big housd aould be lonely without the
“Baby Alice.” So they asked the young people to live whtbm until they were ready to buil
They did for the year 1871. When Will passed the Bar Exainmdie learned of a better openi
in Oregon City, so they went there to live early in 1872.

1871

Birth of Esther Moreland
(1871-1959)

On November 30, 1871, Alice and William Moreland’s first childswborn and name
Esther. Fortunately, they were still living with the Billin Corvallis where Maria could tal
care of the child. Alice was very young and inexperidnemd the baby was seriously ill wi
hooping cough when she was only a few weeks old. She woulg bared died if her grandmoth
had not been there to care for her.

Alice had always disliked red hair, and would not evgnilla red-headed children when
she was a child; so her horror and disappointmentgreat when she first saw her little red

24 For more biographical information, see http://wwwalsm.com/s/359/index.aspx?sid=359&gid=1&pgid=545tEef Student
Union.
215 Chapter SixA Biography of Alice BiddleDSU'’s First Alumna@George Edmonston Jr. and Tom Bennett.
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baby and realized that it had red hair; but Maril the baby to her heart and mothered
her as only a devoted grandmother can. It wasienalele that an unattractive child could
be born into a family that was famous for its good f3ks.

B. R. Biddle Involved in Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Wagon Road Co.

The Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Wagon Road Co. continubéwe serious difficulties; for
no sooner was one section of the mountain road finigteed atstorm would cause a wash-
out or land-slide; and the work would have to be dorever again. The expense was
enormous; and B. R. was not the only one of the stéiddsowho was running short of
money.

To add to his other difficulties, he had reached the velgen men were subject to

rheumatism; and he could no longer ride, in the sadtllday, and sleep out in the open at
night, without suffering from fatigue and exposure—fahd work on the road was to be

done properly and economically, it was necessaryna @oe to check up on the overseer
quite frequently. B. R. had done this for severakybat he realized that, in the future,
such work would have to be done by a younger man.

Maria was anxious for him to sell his interest in the coatbany. She had never been
willing to put any of her own money into the developroenipanies B. R. was always
helping to organize and finance. While she believeleirprojects themselves, she had
always noticed that the original promoters seldonfitteddinancially. They were usually
overly optimistic and ran short of funds to compie¢ér undertakings— or they lacked an
administrator with the necessary technical knowledgleef success of the venture. Maria
was a very practical, conservative person, who medmsuseidtess or failure of any project,
by the effect it had on her home.

B. R. had more imagination—one might call it vision—-anélwas urging new

developments and improvements in and about the contynmnivhich he lived: and was
willing, in his enthusiasm, to use everything he haducesesults. Naturally he expected
his in- vestments to bring some financial satisfabtibiit was not so much the hope of
financial success, as the urge to achieve somethihgwhibe, that spurred him on.

From childhood he had helped his entire family. He alasys doing for others; but never
expected any one to do anything for him —and fallyginedebted for any small favor. He
also felt a sincere gratitude to the Supreme Beingrfiog ¢im life; for he thought that life
was a great privilege—and a responsibility. Possiblyhie wege to make his life worth
while that spurred him on to undertake projects rensafinancially able to complete. In
his enthusiasm, he underestimated the difficudtibe £ncountered; and overestimated his
physical and financial strength.

With an unusual amount of nervous energy, that sttéonke a driving power behind his
muscles, he had always been able to accomplish asamtwb ordinary men in a day’s
work: but he had reached a time when he could no lategend on that nervous energy:
for he found that he needed rest and sleep and primmel at regular intervals. He
developed strange pains between his shoulders hisdsimmach; and his hands trembled,
so that he could scarcely write or handle delicate tBulsBailey told him that he would
have to slow up if he wanted to live out his natwal lif

The other stockholders in the Corvallis and Yaquiag B/agon Road Co. were also
running short of money and were discouraged: so, wHeil.(& Hogg, a promoter from
San Francisco, offered to buy their land and francthisg, were all glad to sell. The
transaction was completed on May 30, 1871: araktaBl. R. was able to relax and adjust
himself to a more simple life.

216 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 166-167.
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He and Maria had considerable property in and @mawallis. They also had stocks and
bonds (many of them worthless) in mining and othezlolement companies of California
and Oregon: but it was the Drug Store, and his ReéafeEand Insurance Business that
brought in regular incomes. He had houses to remtoften rented them to his friends,
from whom he would not collect any rent if he knew there needing money for other
necessities. In fact he sometimes refused totdbearent money even when they insisted
on paying—and, if they sent him a few glasses of j@lbyrapkin pie, B. R. would feel that
he was under such great obligation to them, he woticharge them any rent at all. He
had been brought up with those ideas of neighborlinessitdlity and generosity (common
in the old South) that made it almost impossibleifarth accept money from any one for
food or shelter. Even in the store, if B. R. wereethge would seldom accept money from
any of his relatives or close friends, for anythingptirepased:’

1872

Alice and William Moreland Move to Oregon City, Oregon

Soon after, the Moreland’s left Corvallis. William'sast stint clerking for the legislatul
had given him the bug for politics and the law, and he begatudy for the bar on the side.
1872, he passed the Bar Examination and was admitted tatbebat. In 1872, he learned ¢
better opening in Oregon City, so they went there to live aldsWited private practice.

Eddie Biddle Dentist in Corvallis, Oregon
In 1872 Eddie Biddle finished his two years apprenticeshib Wr. Roberts, in Sa

Francisco and returned to Corvallis a full-fledged dentistRoberts had been very proud of
and had offered to make him a partner in his office, butéed@inted to have his own office

Corvallis, in the building next to his father’s store.

At first he was very glad to be back where everybody knew Hrrom the start, he d
well professionally, but during the long wet winter he founddeitifrequently homesick for sunt
California.

Will Moreland, with Alice and little Esther, were oc@asal visitors from Oregon City
where Will was doing quite well with his law practice-high was necessarily small to begin wi
1873

Severe Cold Prompts William Moreland’s Move to Healdsburg, Caliérnia

In 1873 Will Moreland was elected Superintendent of School€lactkamas County—
which increased his income materially—so he and Alice werg happy in their little home ¢
the bluff—high above the town and river. But Will had lived eldifornia ten years and could n
accustom himself to the cold, damp winters of Oregon.

In the fall of 1873, Will Moreland had a severe cold—andtiooied to cough until th
warm days of late spring 1874—when at last the sunshine hadgrhosphere warm again, &
people could enjoy the out-of- doors in comfort.

Dr. and Mrs. Finley had returned to California, where heldesh appointed President
the Pacific Methodist College at Santa Rosa. They kdphgvabout the beautiful weather, a
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢
urged Will to come to Sonoma County where there was a good openingdong lawyer.

Maria, who was inclined to worry any way—and who had been wehappy when sh
thought of losing her two youngest children, was greatly discedrag

1874
William Moreland Moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California.

In the fall of 1874, Will Moreland developed another cough and detidgd to Sonom:
County, California for a few months to see if he codtidr his condition. B. R. and Maria dreac
having Alice go so far away and insisted that she and ltber stay with them until Will he
tried the winter in California. He could decide, definitély would be best for them to make t
change.

Just before Will was ready to start, Eddie (who had alwagsalsecret desire to return
California) decided that he would go too.

William Moreland Opens Law Office
In the fall of 1874, the two young men opened offices in didmlrg, sixteen miles nor

of Santa Rosa, in Sonoma County. William opened a smafidaw B. R. and Maria Biddle joine
them later and lived out the rest of their lives there.

1875

B. R. Biddle Elected to the Board of Directors of Corvallis Libray Association

On February 8, 1875, B. R. Biddle of Corvallis, Oregon, was electibe tBoard of
Directors at a meeting of the stockholders of the Corvailigaky Association. He was named
Secretary and Librariaf?

Fire in Corvallis Business District
In June 1875, a disastrous fire swept the Corvallis busindsstdi8. R.'s Drug Store
was burned and nothing could be saved. The loss was complete,fektieptinsurance
collected

B. R. and Maria Sell Residence in Corvallis, Oregon

In June 1875, B. R. Biddle sold his family residence and six adjoioiagn Corvallis,
Oregon for $1,500.
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Corvallis Gazette-TimesCorvallis, Oregon, Friday, June 4, 18789

November 1875

B. R. and Maria Move From Corvallis, Oregon to Healdsburg, California

B. R., true to his philosophy of finding a remedy for eaxétyinder the sun, adjusted himself
to the inevitable, and went home smiling the nextataly said: “Perhaps that fire was a
blessing in disguise. The more | think of it, theeribseems like the hand of Providence
is shaping our affairs, so that we too can go to Cilifddo you think we could get ready
before Thanksgiving?”

Maria put down her sewing and looked at her husbanddnigtsment, as she said: “My
land, Pa, what are you talking about? You surelyttark we could just pick up, and leave
everything here, and go to California to live! | doe'hse we could do that.”

B. R. replied: “Well, I've been thinking about it for sal’/days—in fact ever since the fire
and I've decided that we can. | think that I'm tabtolstart all over again with a new store
and right now we can sell all of our property at atiai&.pPeople are coming to Corvallis
to educate their children and they want to buy homeas cl@dren are all grown and there’s
no reason for us to stay here if they’'re not going teebe any more. There’s much less
rain in California than we have here and a drier climagkt be better for my rheumatism.

Eddie says that Healdsburg is in a fertile valléyeba the hills—just the kind of place you
always liked—and that the town is growing rapidly. elvspaper he sent me, told about

the new houses that are being built there now anceldraidea that it would be a good

place for us to live—and then we could be near Euldliglize and little Esther.

Alice, who had come into the room in time to hear mogtt@tonversation, said: “Oh Pa,
I'd be so glad if you and Ma would go to California! ulgvét mind going at all if you were
going too. | want to go to be with Will; but it woulddvghile to be so far away | couldn’t
see you any more. Oh, | do hope you'll go!”

Maria said: “We must remember that we're leavingiBwmnd her family here—even though
we seldom see them any more. Puggie wrote, some timthaigbey were thinking of
making a change, so her husband might decide to gdifr@a too. | am sure that | would
like to go there for awhile and if we found that we'dlke it we could come back to
Corvallis.”

B. R. replied: “I have already arranged to sell mastioproperty here; and Will says that
we can get a higher rate of interest in California thaanieece: so | think we ought to try
it for awhile any way. We should go with the expecaitistaying; but with the intention of
returning for a visit, before long—or we can come baathytdf we are disappointed in
California.” When he arranged to sell their home, with mwiosteir furniture, it was with
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Corvallis, Oregon (1852-187¢

the understanding that they could buy it back forptirehase price if they returned to
Corvallis within five yeaf$:

Maria Biddle Plants Flowers at Cemetery Before Move

Before they left Corvallis, Maria took some of her hargilants and a basket full of bul
out to the cemetery and planted them on the lot where theiramoyEmma and little Harold we

buried.

Corvallis Gazette-TimesCorvallis, Oregon, Friday, July 16, 187282
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Healdsburg, Sonoma County, Califia (1875-1896)
Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California (1875-1896)

Early November 1875

B. R. and Maria Biddle Move to Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California

In early November 1875, B. R. and Maria Biddle ages 67 andnédved to Healdsbur¢
California. “My Grandmother, my mother, and I, came to Beancisco, from Oregon on a bc
| have no recollection of seeing my grandfather on the dadtthink he must have driven doy
from Oregon with his team and spring wagéfi.”

B. R. had rented a house in Healdsburg for temporary use suee that it was a ve
poorly built house for it had no railing around the secondystpening for the steep stairs tl
went up from a dark, closet like hall on the first flé#r.
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Benjamin Robert Biddle Healdsburg, Sonoma County, Califia (1875-1896)

B. R. was in the Real Estate and Insurance Businiss at
time and had a desk in my father's law office. Heaisas
elected, a short time later, Justice of the Peatebubkiness

did not seem to keep him away from home many hours of
the day for my recollection of him is that he was alweys
improving the place where we livéd.

B. R. sold their home and bought a large brick house wit
two fireplaces, and a pump in the kitchen by the woode
sink. The house was on a corner lot 200 feet squihea

large barn on the back by the alley. In one side dfatire

next to the carriage-shed, B. R. had his shop, witbrla

bench and all kinds of carpenter tools. He also hatbd s

forge where he could mend (and sometimes make) his
garden tools. It seemed that he could do everytHitey.

made cabinets, cupboards, wardrobes and other f@rnitur
for the house. He kept everything about the plapeifect repair.

Maria Biddle worked in her garden and had the firestefs in the town. She studied
Vick’s Catalogue to find the best and newest vamétiesvers. She had the knack (or
intelligence) to make everything grow. She had bogaesafloam and fine manure, from
which she mixed soil suited for each plant.

B. R. started to develop the artistic ability heghbbe had discovered; and he and | would
sit on the porch and draw pictures of the things we satwsbd¥e started drawing pictures
of the barn, for it was easy to do. Then we tried theshamrsss the street—a near-by church,
etc., etc. Grandfather was not an artist; but b@meof those persons who seemed able to
do anything he attempted; and, because he thougttddme talent he planned “sketching
trips” with me whenever he had time; and we would ¢t@vests to see who could make

the best picturé?®

B. R. must have been a poet at heart for he lovadr&im all of her phases. He often told
short stories in rhyme. B. R. loved the woods anththentains. He knew the names of all
the trees and flowers—the wild animals and birds, wa tawge excursions. He called my
attention to all the lovely colors that God used to rtiak&Vorld so beautiful. Even the
snakes we found near the streams were spottedriped $n gorgeous designs! by the sun
and stars—by the growth of certain plants and tyetég, $hadows and the running water—
and by the general contour of the country.

B. R. was a natural teacher. He never tired affenmsy questions and made his code of
ethics, and social ideals living things, by his owavioetand example. He stressed the
difference between Character and Reputation—anthati@haracter was what a person
really was, while Reputation was what other people thomighhdr—that Truth was the
foundation for Character—that people were untruthful secthey were afraid of
something—so the untruthful person was a cowardchedtaand could never be trusted.
I remember his saying: “A fine Character is morestddsired than learning or riches; for,
without character, you can never have any self-redpaatuld be terrible to have to live
with some one you could not respect; for you couldrisy happy with such a person: and
remember child, you have to live with yourself alwysu want to grow up to be a lady,
and be a credit to your parents and grandparentsyandgreat-grandparents, you must
always be honest and truthful and kind. Every sunwmewent to the mountains for a
camping trip —when the men of the family hunted ahéddfifor a few weeks: and we all
slept on the ground, and cooked over an open fire.

225 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 172-173.
226 And This Is Our Heritagepp. 173-174.




Benjamin Robert Biddle Healdsburg, Sonoma County, Califia (1875-1896)

Maria Biddle kept the Dutch ovens hot, trying to bakeugh huckleberry-pies to satisfy
“our family”. My grandparents seemed to know all abeerything that grew, or lived, in
the mountains. We fed the birds and small animalsathergd nutmegs from the tree near
our tent: we dug soap- root that lathered when slgedaur hands in the brook: we found
wild lettuce and many varieties of greens, to cookbaitbn for our meals—in fact, they
seemed to know how to live off the wild things tiegt found near our camp. After supper
we would sit around the campfire; and the grown- upsl wadki about the things they had
seen and done durirtfe day; or, sometimes, Grandfather would tell uestof the early

days when he lived in Virginia and Tennessee. Hdiletin the pioneer days of South-
western Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, lllinois, Califondi®aegon; so he had an endless

variety of stories, of real adventures, to &l us
1876

B. R. Biddle Resigns From State Agricultural College

On June 26, 1876, at the annual meeting of the Board of Rexjeéh&sState Agriculture
College, at Corvallis, Oregon, the board named a repladeiméfill the vacancy caused by tl

resignation and removal of B. R. Biddle.”
1878

B. R. Biddle Injured in Accident

Accident to Dr. Biddle.—We learn from the Healdsbtfagthat Dr.
B. R. Biddle, of Healdsbrg, met with an accident, whiole azear
being fatal, last Friday evening. As he and his dgugiinge W. W.
Moreland, were on their way to Mr. West's, after darithe entrance
of a narrow alley he was knocked down and run ovepdissing wagon
and team. A wheel passed twice over his spineharghock to his
nervous system was very great, as he is nearly yeaes of age. We
are glad to learn that he is considered now out gfedan

1882

Death of Benjamin Robert (B. R.) Biddle
(1808-1882)

Benjamin Robert (B. R.) Biddle died on September 18, 1882,
Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California at age 74. He wasdmoduly 2, 1808,
in Virginia. He was buried in Oak Mound Cemetery, Healdsburg, California.

1885

Maria Biddle Lives with Daughter

We were living at Sacramento at that time, and | davofitlaria Biddle, my grandmother,
until we returned to Healdsburg in 1885, when Grandenathme to live at our home. She
also had a room at “Uncle Eddie’s” and spent parepfime with his family.
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As my mother had been the youngest in her family, addmaaried at sixteen, my
grandmother had taken it upon herself to care for newivas a baby; and had continued
to look after me until | was old enough to go away tallmgaschool: so she always seemed,
to me, like my mother; and my own mother was more liglamorous older sister but
scolded and found fault with my childish imperfectiand: was secretly humiliated to be
the mother of a child who lacked the good looke®bther members of her family.

Grandmother, on the other hand, liked to have me wittahd never seemed conscious of
my physical imperfections. She always seemed tostarttrme, and responded to my
inquiring interest in the world about me, by answeringuagtions and teaching me the
things she knewCallers would have been disappointed if she had m@st inethe room,
and been included in the conversation, when theythere.

She often wanted to go out to sermons or lectureg ievdning; and she had a little brass
lantern she always carried on such occasions. lyuseat with her; but she always insisted
on carrying the lantern herself.

Maria had several houses that she rented. Sbetedlher rents and attended to all of her
business affairs herself. When she had to go son® plee would put on her black hat (to
shade her eyes), over her lace cap and tie it tigihiythes ribbons, under her chin: then
she would start down the street, walking so fasbwe have to quicken our usual gait in
order to keep up with her.

In 1896, when she was eighty-two (or three) yeamneldf her tenants cheated her. She
felt so badly about it she decided to sell her progertigzat she would not have to deal with

dishonest people any mat@.

1894

Death of Mary Ann Capels Biddle Cardwell
(1812-1894)

In 1894, Mary Ann Capels Biddle Cardwell died in Portland, Oregon.
1899

Death of Maria Evans Biddle
(1814-1899)

In September 1899, Maria Biddle had a stroke and was confired to
bed. She lost her eyesight entirely and her hearing wabadr Her memory
was also poor, and much of the time, she did not recognize ibadgror
members of her family. Her periods of consciousness beshorger with
longer intervals of sleep between. In one last intesf/aemi-consciousness,
she opened her sightless eyes and said: “Oh, the LigbtGlory!"—and that
was all??°

(1814-1899)
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1617
Beedle, Robert comes to York County, Virginia from
Virgin Islands-1617
1720
Beedle, Robert birth
1744
Beedle, Robert marries Judith Kirby-1744 ..............
Kirby, Judith marries Beedle, Robert-1744 ............
1752
Bittle, Kirby birth
1775
Bittle, Kirby marries Lucy Westbrook
Westbrook, Lucy marries Bittle, Kirby
1776
Bittle, Benjamin birth-July 10,1776
1795
Bittle, Robert death-February 14, 1795......cccceeueenn.
1799
Biddle, Benjamin marriage to Mary Ann........cccee......
Cappell, Mary Ann
1808
Biddle, Benjamin Rober
birth-July 2, 1808
1812
Biddle, Mary Ann Capell
birth-December 1, 1812
1813
Biddle, Benjamin
moves to Central Virginia
Biddle, Mary Ann Capell
moves to Central Virginia
1814
Evans, Maria
birth-1814
1820-1826
Biddle, Benjamin
moves to Tennessee-1820-1826...............commmem
Biddle, Polly
moves to Tennessee-1820-1826................commmem
1826
Biddle, Angeline C.

Bittle, B. R. first meets Maria Evans-Circa 1826
Evans, Maria first meets Bittle, B. R.-Circa 1826
1828
Biddle, B. R.
tailor apprenticeship in Kentucky-1828
visits Maria Evans in Tennessee ............... commmmn-
Evans, Maria
makes debut-1828
Evans, Maria visited by Biddle, B. R. in Tennessee..7.
1829
Biddle, B. R.

opens tailoring shop in Tazewell, Tennessee .....8....

Biddle, Mary Ann
marriage to William Lee Cardwell
Cardwell, William Lee marriage to Biddle, Mary Ann8
1830
Biddle, Benjamin moves to Sangamon County, lllinois-

Biddle, Mary Ann Polly moves to Sangamon County,
lllinois-1830

Cardwell, William Lee moves to Macoupin County,
lllinois

1831

Falling Stars
1831-1832

Evans, Maria educated at Knoxville Female Academy
1832

Biddle, B. R. visits Maria Evans in Knoxville, Terssee-

Biddle, Benjamin
buys 50 acres in Sangamon County, lllinois
Evans, Maria visited by
Biddle, B. R. in Knoxville, Tennessee-1832
Falling Stars
1833
Biddle, B. R.
buys 80 acres on Lick Creek, Sangamon County,
lllinois
Biddle, B. R. moves to Springfield, lllinois and ogen
tailoring shop
Falling Stars-November 12, 1833
1834
Biddle, B. R. buys house on Fourth Street-July 18348
Biddle, B. R. married Maria Evans-May 13, 1834..16
Biddle, B. R. rescues father’s farm from foreclosure-
Circa 1834
Biddle, Maria helps in B. R.’s tailoring shop............ 17
Evans, Maria marries Biddle, B. R.-May 13, 1834..16
1835
Biddle, Maria flower garden-1835............comeeee... 19
Biddle. B. R. buys 50 acres-July 4, 1835
1836
Biddle, B. R. makes suit for Abraham Lincoln-183621
Biddle, B. R. spends time with friend Abraham Lincoln
1836-
Biddle, B. R. tailoring partnership with Mr. Woodsnéu

Biddle, Maria pregnant rereneenennes 21
Biddle. B. R. advertises 320 acre farm for sale-I&$6

Financial Panic 2:
Lincoln, Abraham buys suit on credit from his tailorf.
Biddle-1836
Lincoln, Abraham spends time with friend B. R. Bield|
1836 2:
1837
Biddle, James Henry birth
Biddle, Maria visits family in Tennessee-May 183724
Liza returns with B. R. and Maria Biddle to Sprireddi-
July 1837
1838
Biddle, B. R. participates in military meeting at @ou
House-June 1838
Biddle, B. R. secretary of July 4 celebration-Jul\1 838
o
Biddle, Robert Evans birth-December 20, 1838
Campbell, Hamilton leaves for Oregon Territory as
missionary-1838
Campbell, Hamilton plans move to Oregon Territory a
missionary-1838
Campbell, Harriet leaves for Oregon Territory as
missionary-1838
Campbell, Harriet plans move to Oregon Territory as
missionary-1838
Lee, James seeks missionaries for Oregon Territory
Indian Mission-Fall 1838
1839
Biddle, Ellinorah Ruth death-November 29, 1839...36




1840
Biddle, Ellinorah Ruth birth-October 26, 1838........33
Biddle, Maria visits parents in Tennessee-Spring 1830
Campbell, Hamilton report on Oregon Territory life.33
1841
Biddle, B. R. joins Second Presbyterian Church-1834
Biddle, B. R. moves tailoring shop to south sid@uoblic
Square-August 1841
Weber, John
cuts off left hand-1841..............ccoeeime e
1842
Atkinson, Angeline Biddle comes to Springfield-1848..3
Biddle, B. R. buys lot on South Seventh Street-Mdrgh

Biddle, Sarah Emma birth-December 1, 1842 .......41
Evans, Elijah death-February 1842.........................38
1843
Biddle
B. R. makes suit for Abraham Lincoln-May 16, 1843

Lincoln, Abraham buys cloth for his tailor B. R. Bldel
May 31, 1843

Lincoln, Abraham buys suit from his tailor B. R. Biddl
December 18, 1843

Lincoln, Abraham buys suit from his tailor B. R. Biddl
May 16, 1843

Lincoln, Abraham rents and moves t
Street-Fall 1843

1844

Biddle, B. R.

Abraham Lincoln buys tweed cloth for tailor-June 25,

Biddle, B. R. purchases addition small piece of laext
to existing lot-May 7, 1844
Biddle, Maria describes relationship between Mary and

Abraham LincoIn-1844.............c..ccccoee v 44
Lincoln, Abraham
Biddle, Maria describes relationship between Mary
and Abraham Lincoln-1844 44
Lincoln, Abraham buys tweed cloth for his tailor B. R
Biddle-June 25, 1844
Lincoln, Abraham moves to house at Eighth and Jackson-
May 3, 1844
Lincoln, Abraham pays his tailor B. R. Biddle-Decembe

Lincoln, Abraham signs contract to buy house at Bight
and Jackson-January 16, 1844
Lincoln, Mary
Biddle, Maria describes relationship between Mary
and Abraham LincoIn-1844 ......................... 44
Millerites predict end of world-March 12-23, 1844..46
1845
Biddle, B. R.
tailor for Abraham Lincoln
Biddle, B. R. delegate to State Temperance Convetio
Biddle, B. R. Secretary of Mechanic’s Union Schitay

Campbell, Harriet

letters from about Oregon Territory-1845.......... 48
Lincoln, Abraham

Biddle, B. R. tailor for
Mechanic’s Union School

B. R. Biddle Secretary-May 1845

Temperance Convention
Biddle, B. R. delegate to State .............ccomeee...
1846
Biddle, B. R. advertises tailor shop for rent
Biddle, B. R. President of Mechanic’s Union ......... 51
Biddle, B. R. Secretary to Sangamon County Tempmer:
... B(
Biddle, Matilda Puggie birth
Mechanic’s Union
Biddle, B. R. President of...................ommreeenn.
Temperance Union
Biddle, B. R. Secretary to
1847
Biddle, B. R. member of Whig Party
Whig Party
Biddle, B. R. member of ..............coeoiiimnneeene
1848
Biddle, B. R. advertises house and building on sqfare
sale-July 1848 3
Biddle, B. R. raises funds for clebration .
Biddle, Benjamin death
1849
Biddle, B. R. chosen captain of party going westyMa

Biddle, B. R. journal St. Joseph to Sacramento...... 61

Biddle, B. R. leaves for California

Biddle, B. R. letter to Maria Biddle-November 184994

Biddle, B. R. opens merchandise store at Reading
Springs, California-November 1849

Biddle, B. R. prepares for trip to California..

Biddle, B. R. visits lllinois friends in San Francisco
November 1849

Biddle, B.R. sends money back home-
November 1849

Biddle, Maria life at home without B.R.-1849

Eastman, Augustus made trip to California with B. R.

lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance
Company
Biddle, B. R. helps form and is Secretary-1849 55.
lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance
Company leaves for California-March 27, 1849 .8..
lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance
Company thank citizens of Springfield for their
support-March 28, 1849
Johnson, Lewis made trip to California with B. R. Bedd

Rains Begin-November 2, 1849
Second Presbyterian Church
several members join Biddle, B. R. in trip to West-

several members join Biddle, B. R. in trip to West-

Watson, John B.
made trip to California with B. R. Biddle-1849 ..55
1850
Biddle, Maria receives letter from B.R.-May 1850 105
Biddle, Maria receives money from B.R.-Spring 1850
Biddle, Maria runs short of money-Spring 1850....106
Biddle, Puggie falls into cistern-Spring 1850........ 107
1851
Biddle, B. R. advertises Springfield house for sale-
December 22, 1851
Biddle, B. R. decides to move family to Oregon-18%2 :
Biddle, B. R. leaves Oregon on trip to Springfielaidu

Biddle, B. R. letter from San Francisco-Januar¥851




Biddle, B. R. visits sister Harriett Campbell in &al,
Oregon-1851
1852
Biddle, Arthur Platte birth-June 1852....................118
Biddle, Arthur Platte death-November 29, 1852...119
Biddle, B. R. arrives in Oregon-October 1852
Biddle, B. R. leaves Springfield for Oregon-Aprjl 852

Biddle, B. R. trustee of Corvallis College-1852.....124
Biddle, B. R. visits Maria’s family in Tennessee-April

Biddle, Maria arrives in Oregon-October 1852.....119
Biddle, Maria leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6,

Biddle, Maria purchases town lots in Corvallis Oregon-

Biddle, Maria visits family in Tennessee-April 185215
1854
Biddle, Alice Eudorah birth-February 2, 1854 120
Biddle, B. R. opens drug store in Corvallis, Oregothi21
1855
Biddle, B. R. participates in Whig Convention in
Corvallis, Oregon-April 18, 1855
1856
Biddle, B. R. builds house in Corvallis, Oregon.....121
1858
Biddle, James Henry death-June 9, 1858.............125
1859
Biddle, Robert Evans death-August 31, 1859.......128
1860
Biddle, B. R. receives letter from Abraham Lincoln-
December 1860
Biddle, Emma marries William Spencer-September 1860

Lincoln, Abraham writes letter to Biddle, B. R.-
December 1860
1861
Biddle, B. R. appointed Indian Agent for Siletz
Reservation-July 16, 1861
1862
Biddle, B. R. charged with malfeasance as Indian Agen
for Siletz Reservation-June 7, 1862
Biddle, Puggie marries Oliver Tracy Porter-August 26

1865
Biddle
B. R. stockholder in The Corvallis and Yaquina Bay
Road Company-1865
1867
Biddle, B. R. operates drug store in Corvallis, Oregon

Spencer, Sarah Emma Biddle death-1868...........141
1869
Biddle, B. R. fire destroys business-July 1869......142
1869-1875
Biddle, B. R. serves on Board of Trustees of Coivall
College
1870
Biddle, Alice first female graduate of Oregon State
University
1871
Biddle, B. R. patrticipates Corvallis and Yaquina Bay
Waggon Road Co.-1871
1872
Moreland, William moves to Oregon City, Oregon-1872

1874
Moreland, Ester birth-November 30, 1874............144
Moreland, William moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma
County, California-Fall 1874
Moreland, William opens law office in Healdsburg,
Sonoma County, California-Fall 1874 ............. 147
1875
Biddle
Benjamin Robert member of Board of Directors of
Corvallis Library Association-February 8, 1875
147
Biddle, B. R. fire destroys drug-June 1875 .......... 147
Biddle, B. R. moves to Healdsburg, California-Noveml|

Biddle, B. R. sells Corvallis residence-June 1875 147
Biddle, Benjamin Robert moves to Healdsburg, Sonor
County, California-November 1875.................150
Biddle, Maria moves to Healdsburg, California-
November 1875
Biddle, Maria moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma County,
California-November 1875
1876
Biddle, Benjamin Robert resigns as member of Board
Regents of the State Agricultural College of Orego
June 26, 1876
1878
Biddle, B. R. injured in accident
1882
Biddle, B. R. death-September 18, 1882.......ccoo... 152
1894
Cardwell, Mary Ann Capels Biddle death
1899
Biddle, Maria Evans death
Atkinson
Angeline Biddle
comes to Springfield-1842
Beedle
Robert
birth-1720
comes to York County, Virginia from Virgin Islands

marries Judith Kirby-1744 .............ccoovv e
Biddle
Alice
first female graduate of Oregon State University-1¢
14:
Alice Eudorah
birth-February 2, 1854
Angeline C.
birth-1826
Arthur Platte
birth-June 1852
death-November 29, 1852
B.R.
Abraham Lincoln buys tweed cloth for tailor-June Z

advertises 320 acre farm for sale-May 1836
advertises house and building on square for sale-J

1848 52
advertises Springfield house for sa

advertises tailor shop for rent-August 25, 1846 50..
appointed Indian Agent for Siletz Reservation-July

arrives in Oregon-October 1852 -

builds house in Corvallis, Oregon-1856..........

buys 50 acres-July 4, 1835

buys 80 acres on Lick Creek, Sangamon County,
lllinois-1833




buys house on Fourth Street-July 1834

buys lot on South Seventh Street-March 15, 1832 ...

charged with malfeasance as Indian Agent for Siletz
Reservation-June 7, 1862

chosen captain of party going west-May 1849..60Q.

death-September 18, 1882 ............evveeimeeeene..

decides to move family to Oregon-1851

delegate to State Temperance Convention-February
23, 1845

description

elected mayor of Corvallis, Oregon ............cceee

fire destroys business-July 1869 ...

fire destroys drug-June 1875

first trip to San Francisco-November 1849 .......

injured in accident-1878

joins Second Presbyterian Church-1841 .

journal —November 1849

journal St. Joseph to Sacramento-May 7-December

leaves for California-March 28, 1849 ................
leaves Oregon on trip to Springfield-June 20, 1851

leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852.....117
letter from San Francisco-January 1, 1851.....109
letter to Maria Biddle-November 1849

makes suit for Abraham Lincoln-May 16, 1843

marries Maria Evans-May 13, 1834

member of Whig Party-April 8, 1847 .................

moves tailoring shop to south side of Public Square-
August 1841

moves to Healdsburg, California-November 1875.148

moves to Springdfield, lllinois and opens tailoring
shop-1833

opens drug store in Corvallis, Oregon-1854 ...121.

opens merchandise store at Reading Springs,
California-November 1849 ........................100

opens tailoring shop in Tazewell, Tennessee-1829....8

operates drug store in Corvallis, Oregon-May 1867

participates Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Waggon Road
participates in military meeting at Court House-June

participates in Whig Convention in Corvallis,
Oregon-April 18, 1855

prepares for trip to California-1849 ..

President of Mechainc’s Union- January 1l 1846 .51

purchases addition small piece of land next to exjstin
lot-May 7, 1844

raises funds for celebration-November 15, 1848

rescues father's farm from foreclosure-Circa 1834..19

secretary of July 4 celebration-July 4, 1838

Secretary of Mechanic’s Union School-May 1845 ..47

Secretary to Sangamon County Temperance Union-
September 17, 1846

sells Corvallis residence-June 1875 ..

sells house on Seventh Street-March 17,

Company-1865
tailor apprenticeship in Kentucky-1828
tailor for Abraham Lincoln-February 10, 1845 ..48
tailor for Abraham LincoIn-October 15, 1845 ....48

tailoring partnership with Mr. Woods-June 1836....
trustee of Corvallis College-1852

views on slavery

visits lllinois friends in San Francisco-November

visits Maria Evans in Knoxville, Tennessee-1832...
visits Maria Evans in Tennessee-1828 ..............7

visits Maria’s family in Tennessee-April 1852.....51
visits sister Harriett Campbell in Salem, Oregon-1¢

sends money back home-
November 1849
Benjamin
buys 50 acres in Sangamon County, lllinois-1832 .
death-1848
Maria helps in tailor shop-1834
marriage to Mary Ann
moves to Central Virginia-Circa 1813
moves to Sangamon County, lllinois-1830 ........®0.
moves to Tennessee-1820-1826.................oceeee. 5.
Benjamin Robert
birth-July 2, 1808.........ccoiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeee e z
member of Board of Directors of Corvallis Library
Association-February 8, 1875 ...........c..c... 147
moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California-
November 1875
resigns as member of Board of Regents of the Sta
Agricultural College of Oregon-June 26, 1876 1
Edwin Webber
birth-August 11, 1849
Ellinorah Ruth
birth-October 26, 1840
death-November 29, 1839
Emma
marries William Spencer-September 1860......... 9.
James Henry
birth-May 22, 1837
death-June 9, 1858
Maria
arrives in Oregon-October 1852.............ccceee
buys lot on South Seventh Street-March 15, 1842
describes relationship between Mary and Abrahan
Lincoln-1844
flower garden-1835
friend of Mary Lincoln
helps in B. R.’s tailoring shop ...
joins Second Presbyterian Church 1841 :
leaves Springfield for Oregon-April 6, 1852 117
life at home without B.R.-1849 .. .104
moves to Healdsburg, Callforma-November 1875 :
moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California-
November 1875
pregnant -Fall 1836
purchases town lots in Corvallis Oregon-1852
receives letter from B.R.-May 1850
receives money from B. R.-Spring 1850
runs short of money-Spring 1850.. S
second cousin of Governor Thomas Carhn ...... 21..
visits family in Tennessee-April 1852..........c.
visits family in Tennessee-February 1842
visits family in Tennessee-May 1837...........cc...
visits parents in Tennessee-Spring 1840 ..........
Maria Evans
death-September 1899
Mary Ann
marriage to William Lee Cardwell-1829..............
Mary Ann Capell
birth-December 1, 1812
moves to Central Virginia-Circa 1813
Mary Ann Polly




moves to Sangamon County, lllinois-1830.....,.1®
Matilda Puggie
birth-February 23, 1846
Polly
moves to Tennessee-1820-1826................commmem
Puggie
falls into cistern-Spring 1850
marries Oliver Tracy Porter-August 26, 1862...32.1
Robert Evans
birth-December 20, 1838
death-August 31, 1859.......ccccceiviveeenm e
Sarah Emma
birth-December 1, 1842
Biddle Family
compared to Evans Family
Bittle
B. R.
first meets Maria Evans-Circa 1826...........ccceue-..
Benjamin
birth-July 10,1776
Biddle
name change-Circa 1826
Kirby
birth-1752
marries Lucy Westbrook-1775............cccvevimeamene
Robert
death-February 14, 1795
Bradford
John S.
California —November 1849
Broadwell
William
buys saddle —August 1849
Campbell
Hamilton
leaves for Oregon Territory as missionary-1838 .2...3
plans move to Oregon Territory as missionary-1838

report on Oregon Territory life-1840...................
Harriet

leaves for Oregon Territory as missionary-1838.2...3

plans move to Oregon Territory as missionary-1838

Campbell, Harriet
letters from about Oregon Territory-1845
Cappell
Mary Ann
Cardwell
Mary Ann Biddle
moves to Macoupin County, lllinois-1830.........10
Mary Ann Capels Biddle
death-1894
William Lee
marriage to Biddle, Mary Ann-1829
moves to Macoupin Cpounty, lllinois-1830
Carlin
Thomas, Governor
Biddle, Maria second cousin of
Circa 1839
Biddle, Maria joins Second Presbyterian Church-1841
Eastman
Augustus
made trip to California with B. R. Biddle-1849...54
Evans
Elijah
death-February 1842
Maria
Biddle, B. R. visits in Knoxville, Tennessee-1832..1
birth-1814

educated at Knoxville Female Academy-1831-183210

first meets Bittle, B. R.-Circa 1826.......................6

makes debut-1828
marries Biddle, B. R.-May 13, 1834
visited by B. R. Biddle in Tennessee-1828.......... 7
Evans Family
compared to Biddle Family............ccoviiomeenieeennnee 23
Falling Stars-November 12, 1833
Falling Stars-November 12-13, 1831
Falling Stars-November 12-13, 1832...
Financial Panic-1836
Hodge
R.
Council —August 1849
Ide
William B.
California —September 1849..............c.... e
lles
Elijah
lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance
Company thanks him for gift of hay-March 6,

lllinois and California Mining Mutual Insurance Conmpya
Biddle, B. R. helps form and is Secretary-1849
leaves for California-March 27, 1849
thank citizens of Springfield for their support-Mar28,

thanks Elijah lles for gift of hay-March 6, 1849.......
Johnson
Lewis
made trip to California with B. R. Biddle-1849 ..54
Journal
Biddle, B. R.-November 1849
Kirby
Judith
marries Beedle, Robert-1744
Lee
James
seeks missionaries for Oregon Territory Indian
Mission-Fall 1838
Lincoln
Abraham
Biddle, B. R. tailor for-February 10, 1845
Biddle, B. R. tailor for-October 15, 1845...........
Biddle, Maria
describes relationship between Mary and
Abraham LincoIn-1844 ..........................44.
buys cloth for his tailor B. R. Biddle-May 31, 1843
buys suit from his tailor B. R. Biddle-December 18

buys suit from his tailor B. R. Biddle-May 16, 1843
buys suit on credit from his tailor B. R. Biddle-183¢
2!

declines appointment as Governor of Oregon
Territora-March 28, 1849..................e.ceemen.. 54
moves to house at Eighth and Jackson-May 3, 18¢
pays his tailor B. R. Biddle-December 26, 184446.
rents and moves to house on Fourth Street-Fall 18

January 16, 1844
spends time with friend B. R. Biddle-1836-__ 2.
views on slavery
writes letter to Biddle, B. R.-December 1860 ..130
Mary
Biddle, Maria
describes relationship between Mary and
Abraham LincoIn-1844 ..........................44.
friend of Maria Biddle
Liza




returns with B. R. and Maria Biddle to Springfieldydu

Matheny
Elijah Cook
California—November 1849
Mechanic’s Union
Biddle, B. R. President of-January 11, 1846
Mechanic’s Union School
B. R. Biddle Secretary-May 1845
Millerite Revival
late 1840-early1841
Millerites
predict end of world-March 12-23, 1844
Moreland
Ester
birth-November 30, 1874
William
moves to Healdsburg, Sonoma County, California-
Fall 1874
moves to Oregon City, Oregon-1872.............. 146
opens law office in Healdsburg, Sonoma County,
California-Fall 1874
Porter
Orville Tracy
marries Biddle, Puggie-August 26, 1862
Rains Begin
November 2, 1849
Reed
James F.
California—November 1849
Second Presbyterian Church
several members join Biddle, B. R. in trip to West484

several members join Biddle, B. R. in trip to West-May

Shepherd
Nicholas
dagurrean artist —August 1849
Spencer
Sarah Emma Biddle
death-1868
Taylor
Bejamin
California —September 1849...................coemmer.. 89
Temperance Convention
Biddle, B. R. delegate to State-February 23, 1845..49
Temperance Union
Biddle, B. R. Secretary to-September 17, 1846.......50
Todd
William
California —November 1849
Watson
John B.
made trip to California with B. R. Biddle-1849 ..55
Weber
John
cuts off left hand-1841
friends of B. R. and Maria Biddle
Sarah
friends of B. R. and Maria Biddle
Westbrook
Lucy
marries Bittle, Kirby-1775
Whig Party
Biddle, B. R. member of-April 8, 1847
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