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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Front Cover Photograph: Obelisk marker for graves of Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks in the
Colored Section of Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, IllinoisThis photograph was taken on
September 30, 2012, by Donna Catlin on the occasion of the rededication rektitied grave
marker.

Back Cover Photograph: Photograph looking north on Eighth Street toward the Lincoln Home at
Eighth and Jackson streets from the right of way in front eflth where the house of Jameson
Jenkins stood.

Dedicated to Nellie Holland and Dorothy Spencer

Springfield and Central lllinois
African American History Museum

The Springfield and Central lllinois African American History Museum is a not4ioiitp
organization founded in February, 2006, for the purpose begag, interpreting and exhibiting the
history of Springfield and Central lllinois African Americans life in thé " and 2% centuries.

We invite you to become a part WKLV LPSRUWDQW GRFXPHQWDWLRQ RI D SHRSOHY
membership or financial contribution. You will help tell the stories that createdmy, respect and
understanding.

All proceeds from the sale of this pamphl&thgilBpengfield and Central Illinois African American
History Museum

Jameson Jenkins and James Blankican American Neighbors of Abraham Lincoln
Spring Creek Series.

Copyright 2017 by Richard E. Hart,

Suite 501, One North Old State Capitol Plaza, Sgraid, Illinois 62701

All rights reserved.
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Contact information for Richard E. Hart:
5112 Eagle Ridge

Springfield, lllinois 62711

(217) 553-0055

rhartl213@aol.com
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RICHARD E. HART

Richard E. Hart was born in Ottawa, lllinois, and attended school and wad mai€pringfield. He
attended the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign where he received his B.A. iard®®&is J.D. in
1967. He was admitted to practice law in 1967 and has been a practicing attorney inepforghe last
forty-eight years. He is a partner in the firm of Hart, Southworth & Witsmaart isl married to Ann and
they have three children and six grandchildren.

Hart is a past President of The Abraham Lincoln Association and member Itiftbis Abraham Lincoln
Bicentennial Commission. He is a past President and board member of the SangamprHStonital
Society, past Chairman of the Advisory Board of The Lincoln Legal Papers, and past Peagid@simber

of the Board of Directors of the Elijah lles House Foundation. Hart wadylasgponsible for raising the
funds and managing the dayday restoration of the Elijah lles House and the Strawbridge-Shepherd
House, two ca. 1840 Greek Revival residences.

Hart is also past President of Springfield Preservation, Ltd., a for-profit caguothat has restored and
leased five LinconHUD KRXVHV LQ 6SULQJILHOGYV *HUPDQ 6HWWOHUYV 5RZ

Hart suggested the format for th@oking for Lincolnproject in Springfield and donated his personal
historical research and ideas that were used for that project.

+DUW DQG KLV ZLIH $QQ ZHUH DOVR UHVSRQVLEOHSBUQS3URDREML
streetscape. Their design proposal and advocacy was adopted in lieu of another proposal for a contemporary
GHVLJQ $Vv D SDUW RI WKHLU DGYRFDF\ WKRG DUWRWS/X UFKKBSHGQL
streetscape. Since that first donation, the use of the design has spread throughout dowimgfieidSpord

is now moving into several neighborhoods, including the lles Park Neighborhood.

,Q +DUW ZDV JLYHQ WKH &LW\ Rl 6SULQJILHOGYVY 3UHVHUYDWLR

In 2012, Hart was presented with the Logan Hay Medal. The bronze medal is awardeemtifyeand is
the highest honor given by The Abraham Lincoln Association to recognize individuals who hawve mad
noteworthy contributions to the mission of the Association.

,Q +DUW ZDV DZDUGHG WKH ,O0LQRLV 6WD®@nhHAwdtdvidfRISLFDO 6
outstanding contributions over the decades to promoting the history of the Prairie State.

, Q +DUW ZDV DZDUGHG WKH 6 2016 QepblLan®rsliticdl$swa&d& KD SWHU TV

From 2003 until 2015, Mr. Hart served on the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge Cemeteryas
Chairman of the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge Cemetery. He is a founding menierBafard of
Directors of Springfield lllinois African American History Foundation Museum andedefrom . Hart
remains a member of the Board of Directors of The Abraham Lincoln Assocatibiof the Elijah lles
House Foundation.

For at least the last ten years Hart has been the editeorofhe Peoplea newsletter of The Abraham
Lincoln Assaciation, and thiées Files a newsletter of the Elijah lles House Foundation.

+DUWTIV SHUVRQDO LQWHUHVW KDV EHW® HL @/ MPKIH WKKLYW RBEWU R K B B U/ L
there and in particular in the presence there of African-Americans. He is alsssiad in particular areas

of Sangamon County during the period of early settlement. He has divided his puldstedhr on these

WZR DUHDV LQWR WKH 6SULQJ &UHH NghaitidnH Yhel Bugat \Cke@k) S&i€s /L QF R
focusing on the early settlement of Cotton Hill and Ball Townships in Sangamon County.
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$IULFDQ $PHULFDQV LQ /LQFROQTV 1HLIJKERUKRRG

By late-twentieth century standards, the Lincoln family lived in aegiated neighborhood. In
1850, at least 20 African Americans, about 18 H U FHQW R @Affichh AnddricehQr&pfistion, lived
within a three-block radius of the Lincoln home at Eighth and Jackson stietsJameson Jenkins and
James Blanks families were among those 20 African Americans.

Lucy Butcher
northwest corner
of 9th & Monroe

ILQFROQY
northeast corner
of 8th & Jackson

Jameson & Elizabeth
Jenkins, Aquilla Ann
Watkins, Bellfield Watkins,
Jane Watkins, Jane Pellum|
James and Martha Ann
Blanks

east side of 8th between Jacksd
& Edwards

Charlotte Sims
northwest corner
of 7th & Edwards

John Jackson
east side of 9th,
between Edwards & Cool

Diana Tyler
east side of 9th,
between Edward& Cook

David King
northeast corner
of 9th & Cook

1854 Map of the Lincoln Home Area in Springfield, lllinois,
Showing the180 Location of 21 African American Residents Within a Three-Block Radius of the LincoHome?

: City of Springfield, Sangamon Co., |Isurveyed & published by Hart & Mapother, C. E. &Hhitects, 140 Pearl Street, New York, in
connection with M. McManus, City Surveyor, 1854.
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Introduction

Two African American men, Springfield neighbors of Abraham Lincoln, were early
activists in pursuing civil rights for their race. One, Jameson Jenkinsp @&d & conductor on
the Underground Railroad. The other, James Blanks, did so as a leader in establishing schools for
6SULQJILHOGYY FRORUHG FKLOGUHQ 7KHLU OLYMNURBEQ@RUWK!
civil rights activism and leadership in mid-nineteenth century Springfiéthis.

In the 1830s, both men migrated to Indiana from the Sdutldenkins from North
Carolina and Blanks from Virginia. In Indiana, they settled in an African Aerfarming
community known as Beech Settlemehater, in the 1840s, both men and their families moved
to Springfield, lllinois.

The Jenkins and Blanks migrations from the South were facilitated by a religaus gr
called the Society of Friends, or Quakers. The Quakers originally migratedEngland and
many settled in or near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Nantucket. Quakersocddorth
Carolina from Pennsylvania about 1749, and from Nantucket in 1771. At the tinhe of t
American Revolution, Quakers constituted a large part of the North Carolina papulatstly
concentrated in Randolph and Guilford counties.

Most North Carolina Quakers opposed slavery and some actively assistedn Af
Americans in escaping that condition. Some provided room and board to asawed as free
people of color as they gathered and waited in Quaker communities for themighib migrate
north to freedom. Some Quakers even moved to southern Ohio and Indiana where they
established Quaker communities and assisted newly arrived slaves and free peopte dthisl
Quaker assistance was the beginning of what came to be called the Underground Railroad.

In Indiana, Jenkins and Blanks lived for a time in Beech Settlement, a setfesuffi
African American farming community in central Indiana. Their shay # Beech Settlement
brings to our attention an important chapter in the mid-nineteenth cdmstoyy of Midwestern
African Americans? the development of a number of African American agricultural settlements
in Ohio, Indiana and lllinois. It was a great surprise to me to learn of thiermoe of these
communities that played such an important role in Jameson J&akiohdames Blanipourneys
to Springfield.

My Rosetta Stone in piecing together much of the story of Jameson Jenkinsrhhisbee
Certificate of Freedom recorded with the Sangamon County Recorder of Deeds an2dar
1846. Discovery of the Certificatd DV RQH RI WKRVH WhRrZonePlREXpeQiddly
finds a gem in a pile of coal.l was reviewing deed records at the lllinois Regional Archives
Department in Brookens Library at the University of lllinois Springfield aathe across a
reference to the Jameson Jenkins Certificate. | was not looking fiNioitone could have been
looking specifically for the document. There was no reason to do so. The Certifasabeen
WKH VRXUFH RI LQYDOXDEOH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXWUWDKHVRQYV
Carolina. It has allowed me to piece together the route that Jamesorotmakdrth Carolina to
Springfield.

The presence of the Jenkins and Blanks families as close neighbors of Abrahadm Linco
shines a bright spotlight on their lives and givesausersonal glimpse into Springfield and
Abraham Lincoln that might otherwise have been abstract and remote. The sttreefvals of
these two families are tangible illustrations of African Americdé® in nineteenth century
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America in general and in Springfield in particular. They are the best examples of the diverse and
interesting African Americans who lived near and knew Abraham Lincoln.

,Q /LQFROQTV e thh Qidieé Lwith Gameson in his wagon through the
neighborhood where the Jenkins and Lincoln families were neighbors for about 13 yeaan We
hear Jameson whisper of plans to assist a runaway African Americanrskaliging freedom
by traveling north in his wagon on the Underground Railro&de can watch Jameson load
neighbor Lincolrff Yags onto that same wagon and ride with him in the wagon to the Great
Western Depot on February 11, 1861. There he delivers his cargo to his neighbor who as
President Elect is about to leave Springfield for Washington. We can thenbstekdvith
Jameson and listen to Mr. Lincoln deliver his poignant Farewell Address to Jenkinssand hi
Springfield friends.

One can also attend meeting ®SULQJILHOGTY FRORUHG FLWL]JHQV ZKH
other Springfield African Americans plan for schools for their childred make requests of the
citizens of Springfield to assist in that endeavor.

His experiences and knowledge of Springfield African Americans were substawtial an
XQIHWWHUHG 'XULQJ /LQFROQTV \d¢e@anly kbew dtheSlald QJILHOG Ul
day life of Springfield African Americans. The Lincolns employed a number ofcafri
American females as servants, washerwomen and seamstresses. They also emf@syed ma
work with the animals and do heavier worBome worked in his home, some were neighbors,
one cut his hair, one made his shoes, and another made his shirts and underwear. He knew that a
few of them were conductors on the Underground Railroad. He knew that in early Afigust
each year many paraded through the streets of Springfield and then gathered iat rvolnat
Douglas Park to celebrate the anniversary of the freeing of the Haitian slaves.teHeasc
attorney for some and knew the most intimate details of their lives.

There were no automobiles. The distances between residences and work antfyshoppi
were short. You could easily walk to town, so as Lincoln and others passethother on the
sWUHHW DQG DW WKH PDUNHW WKH\ ORRN Hiey *€direBlQRWKHU LQ
you could not escape or ignore them. They lived next door or down the street. They were
neighbors.

| believe that this proximity and daily encounters created a deep sensarntioity and
common purpose among the people of the Lincoln neighborhood and of Sprinddi@ldoubt
they had much to do with his personal attitudes about slavery and individual freedom and
independence.

,Q FRQWUDVW /laQrelrtiomaHips withdo Afridan American servants in the
highly structured White House would have been much less in terms of dumjoih, and
intimacy.

As you read the stories of these two men and their families, | hope you vicariously sense
the joys and the fears that they must have experienced at each new stage of their lives. They were
lives well lived and deserving of study.

Richard E. Hart

Springfield, Illinois
June 6, 2014
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— —1 | Beech Settlement
Springfield, Illinois| = Rush County, Indial

Greensville County, Virgini
Guilford County, : New Light Township, )
North Carolina [ Wake County, North Caroli

This map shows the approximate route taken by Jameson Jenkins from Naw dwgnship, Wake
County, North Carolina to Guilford, Beech Settlement, Indiana, and finally to Sptihdllinois, a
total distance of approximately 833 miles. It also shows the approximateofoidaenes Blanks from
Greensville County, Virginia to Beech Settlement, Indiana, and finally to Springfilgldjd, a total
distance of approximately 910 miles.
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Introduction

How The Record Speaks to Us

As you read this book, you will find that most of the footnotes refer to newspaper
articles, federal and state censuses, city directories and documents found in the Sangamon
County records at the lIllinois Regional Archives at the University of lllinois-Springfield.
These sources have provided sufficient information to write a brief account of the lives of
Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks.

But would you want your life story to be based solely on such bland sources?
Probably not. You would appear as a mere skeleton without personality or passion.
Little of the true personality of Jameson or James or their families can be discerned from
the impersonal public record.

But there is enough, at least about Jameson, to conclude that he was an
adventuresome person. He did not bow to unjust power. He challenged the legal status
guo in order to help African Americans escape the shackles of antebellum American
slavery. He was fearless and brave. We will never know the number of slaves he helped
to freedom. But one life saved merits praise, and Jameson helped many more than one, |
am sure.

We also know that Jameson was judged by a committee of his largely white
church. The all white mal&@RPPLWWHH WHUPLQDWHG -DPHVRQYTV FKXU
of his licentious conduct. One might view this as the work of white men with prejudice
disciplining an African American unjustly. That is not the case in this instance. The
church was known to have a number of members who supported abolitionism and the
Underground Railroad. In some quartersHthFKXUFK ZDV NQRZQ DV WKH 3%
&KXUFK =~ 7KH PHQ RQ WKH FRPPLWWHH LQ P\ MXGJPHQW
without sufficient cause, and their judgment certainly would not be based upon race. |
believe that Jameson must have done something that was morally repulsive to the church
and the community at that time.

On at least two occasions, Jameson was arrested for what were minor offenses
littering the street and fighting in public. Unlike the church committee charges, we can
speculate that these charges may have been the work of white men with prejudice
disciplining an African American unjustly, but we will never know the real truth about
that.

‘H FDQ DGG WR -DPHVRQYV VFDQW SXEOLF UHFRUG E\
the time and place where he lived and placing him in that context. He was a young free
man of color in a southern slave state that annually increased the restrictions on his life.
He requested the local justices to grant him a permit to visit a place that would treat him
as an equal and arrange for his escape to the North. From there, he took a route north to
east central Indiana on a well known trail used by slaszmpingthe south 2 the
Underground Railroad. For a short time, he lived in an African American agricultural
community near an Indiana Quaker settlement. Finally, he settled in a growing central
lllinois community that recently had been named the capital of lllinois. He lived down
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Introduction

WKH VWUHHW IURP $EUDKDP /LQFROQ RQigRbANH he/ WRU\TV F
WRRN /LQFROQYY EDJV WR WKH WUDLQ GHSRW ZKHQ KH Ol
lead a nation.

In short, Jameson was human. Like all of us, he was neither all good nor all bad.

There is not much information on James Blanks. My impression is that he was
much more cerebral than his rough and tumble brothlw, Jameson. His public
support of schools for colored children is documented in the Springfield newspapers. He
moved to Chicago in 1854 and lived there until his death in 1876. He is enumerated in
city directories and census of Chicago as a porter or janitor. At his death, he was brought
back to Springfield and was buried next to Jameson Jenkins in Oak Ridge Cemetery. The
two men share the tombstone that is shown on the cover.

Perhaps more interesting than either the life story of Jameson or James was the
story of their common mothen-law, Jane Pellum. Jane was the matriarch of the two
families and a census taker noted that she remembered events of the American
Revolution. We do know that Abraham and Mary Lincoln knew Jane well. Her story, to
the extent known, is told here, but | regret that the record left by Jane does not allow one
to write much about her life.

Aunt Jane Halm, how | wish you could speak and tell us about your life. How
remarkable that you lived during the entire time that slavery was permitted in the United
States. How remarkable that you experienced firsthand the antebellum Southern slave
culture and came to be a neighbor, friend and helper of the Lincoln family. You were 80
when you died in Springfield on November 9, 1867, and you were buried there in the
3& RORUHG 6HFWLRQ ~ R, BdalwieteG/dut tvoHIRUgMEFS ldNd SoRs-
law, Jameson and James, now lie butied

Grave of Jane Pellum
Oak Ridge Cemetery

3 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recoy@pringfield, lllinois, Lot 16, Block 5.
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Beginnings: The Jenkins Family in North Carolina

The Jenkins Family

Pre American Revolution

Birth of Nancy Jenkins
in New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina

The story of the Jameson Jenkins family begins in what is now New Light Township,
Wake County, North Carolina. Jamegbmother, Nancy Jenkins, was born there before the
Revolutionary War, and it was there that the Jenkins family had its geograghétaultural
roots.
1790

Free People of Color in Wake County, North Carolina

In 1790, Wake County had a population of 10,192. The population of free people of
color was 180.Nancy Jenkins was most probably one of those 180 and it was her status as a
3]JUHH S HUYV Rtkat Bhe pa@«DaR th her son, Jameson. aflstatus vas determinative in
Jamesor$ life.

New Light Township
Area Circled:

Nancy and Jameson
JenkinsiNeighborhood

Map of New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina
Showing The Area Where Nancy and Jameson Jenkins Most Likely Lived

“ In Full Force and Virtue: North Carolina Emancipation Reds, 1713-1860William L. Byrd Ill, May 1, 2009, Heritage Books,
Inc. ISBN-13:978-0788412417 ISBN-10: 0788412418

5 Bevers, Fendol., creator, 1871 Map of Wake Cautyth Carolina State Archives, publisher, Nichols &@an
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/ncmag@41/rv/singleitem/rec/1
https://mapsengine.google.com/104461761638919573989288175170066614-4/mapview/?version=2&hl=en

1


http://www.amazon.com/William-L.-Byrd/e/B001JSDLGM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Bevers,%20Fendol./mode/exact
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Map
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Wake
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/County
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Beginnings: The Jenkins Family in North Carolina

1800
Free People of Color in Wake County, North Carolina

In 1800 the population of Wake County was 13,437. The population of the free people of
color was 3242 4% of the total Wake County population. In 10 years, the number of free
people of color had grown by 144, an 80% increase.

1808

Birth of Jameson Jenkins in New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina
(1808-1873)

In 1808, Jameson Jenkinwas born in New Light Township, Wake County, North

Carolina, the son of Nancy Jenkins and Unknown. He was a mulatto &neleaperson of

color” as was his mothert should be noted thatv K H GHVFULSWLRQ RI 3 PXODWWR™ ZI
those of African American and White bloodlines, but was also applied to ¢fissixed blood

with $PHULFDQ ,QGLDQV DQG RWKHU UDFHYV W LVDE/RWRALEOH W
identified herein might be of mixed blood that included that of Americaiahs as well as

African Americans.

1810

Free People of Color in Wake County, North Carolina
By 1810, the population of Wake County was 17,096. The population of the free people
of color was 5182 3% of the total Wake County population. In 10 years, the number of free

people of color had grown by 194, a 59.87% increase.

Birth of Gilley Evans in Wake County, North Carolina
(1810-18 )

Jameson JenkirfHirst wife, Gilley Evans, was born in 1810 in Wake County, North
Carolina. Very little is known about Gilley.

1820
Free People of Color in Wake County, North Carolina
By 1820, the population of Wake County was 20,102. The population of the free people

of color was 7342 3.6% of the total Wake County population. In 10 years, the number of free
people of color had grown by 216, an increase of 41.17%.

6
The first name of¥Jameson is sometimes spelle@imison,” YJamerson, James; Jamieson; Jimerson, and Johathan. His
obituary readslimerson. His tomb stone is no assistance as it redddenkins’ | have chosen to use the spelliflamesn,
as it is that spelling that the National Park Serve® ¢hosen for its descriptive materials relating to Mikide.

! Records at Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, lllinstate that Jameson was 65 when he died in 1873. wbhad make his birth
year 1808. Jamesd@hobituary also states that he was about 65 yearsSathe of the census information lists an age for him
that would make his birth date about 1810. Wittdrfinitive evidence, | have arbitrarily chosen 188&is birth year.

2
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Beginnings: The Jenkins Family in North Carolina

1830
Free People of Color in Wake County, North Carolina

By 1830, the population of Wake County was 20,398. The population of the free people
of color was 8332 4.1% of the total Wake County population. In 10 years, the number of free
people of color had grown by 99, an increase of 13.5%.

1831
Marriage of Gilley Evans and Jameson Jenkins in Wake County, North Carolina

On January 27, 1831, in Wake County, North Carolina, Jameson Jenkins, age 25, married
Gilley Evans, age 24.In the Clerk of the Cou§ record, Jamesdf name was spelle@lamison
Jinkins.”

Marriages between free persons of color and slaves were prohibited by thé Navtho
Carolina, so it is reasonable to conclude that Gilley was not a slave, butardtberperson of
color. In 1838, this waalso the conclusion of a former Wake County neighbor, William Laues
(Laws), who stated that both Jameson and Gilley passed for white and he believed them to be

free?
Trapped In Between Two Fires

The following is a description of the Roberts family that settled in Indiand
established the African American Roberts Settlement. This brief summarye dRdherts
experience parallels that of Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks.

People of mixed African, Native American, and European descent, the first Roberts
settlers had been raised in eastern North Carolina, an area where their familieschad
as modest, well-respected, free landowners for at least a generation before tloaime

Revolution. 7KH\ PLJUDWHG WR ,QGLDQDYV IURQWLHU LQ ODUJH PHDVX

seemed in jeopardy. During their lifetimes, slavery in their native land hadhbden

more concentrated, and fears of slave unrest had mouweddH 6 R X W KafigéstwW K U H
post-1800 slave uprisings, including the 1831 Nat Turner Rebellioarudted within

one hundred miles of their homes. As a result whites had come to view freevbitcks

great suspicion and steadily whittled away their economic, social, religious, degdal,
political rights. As early pioneer Long Jim Roberts put it, free blackkam former

KRPHVY KDG EHFRPH 3SWUDSSHG LQ EHWZHHQ WHURJJIQHY ~ FDXJIKW

. 10
between whites and slaves.

8 Bond Date: January 27, 1831. Bond #: 00015458@rth Carolina Marriage Bonds, 1741-1868nage Num: 002480, Wake
County, Record # 02251. The bondsman was DarlingaBd&and the witness was B[enjamin]. S. King. (Birth41821826in
North Carolina, Death January 16, 1886Nake, North Carotig) King was Clerk of the Court of Wake County, anthessed
over 1400 marriage bonds in the early 1800sNorth Carolina, Marriages, 1759-1979Index, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/F8BN-5YZ: accesdaduary 12, 2014), Jamison Jinkins and Gilley Evansiadgr27,
1831. Indexing Project (Batch) Number M51602-2 &ysOrigin: North Carolina-ODM GS Film number: 6330304.

° SeeJameson Jenkirfs€ertificate of Freedom Papérat page24.
" http://www.robertssettlement.org/history.html


http://places.ancestry.com/index.aspx?tid=30915987&pid=12330991599&eid=19024807272
http://places.ancestry.com/index.aspx?tid=30915987&pid=12330991599&eid=19024807273
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results#count=20&query=+batch_number:M51602-2
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results#count=20&query=%2Bfilm_number%3A6330304
http://www.robertssettlement.org/history.html
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North Carolina Laws Regulating Free Persons of Color

North Carolina Laws Regulating Free Persons of Color

7R XQGHUVWDQG -DPHVRQ -HQNLQV RQH PXVW XQGHUVWDC(C
R FR Odtdbellu@ North Carolina.

As a matteof fact, there never was a time that the people of North Carolina would not
have rejoiced to see a wholesale exodiuthe free colored population from the State.

The Free Negro in North CarolinRosser Howard Tayldt
Free People of Color in North Carolina

'XULQJ WKH \HDUV SUHFHGLQJ WKH &LYRO I\DHH SRIBWE&H:BUF
color blossomed. The stat®! 3IUHH S H R Sxasisupeériér Bo@Rright slavery, but it still
lacked the basic attributes &feedom. In fact, some observers have termed ¥hee negrd the
Imost pathetic figure in North Carolina prior to the Civil War...

The most pathetic figure in North Carolina prior to the Civil War evdeéhnegro. Hedged about
with social and legal restrictions, he ever remained an anomadpaiathend political life of the
State. The origin of this class of people [free people of coldr} =dbuted to many sources, the
most common of which are (1) cohabitation of white women and negr@nietermarriage of
blacks and whites, (3) manumission, (4) military service in the Revolutigrimanidrgiion from
adjoining States.

With practically no education, and with very little incentive to accumopeteypin anwyf its
forms, one is not surprised to learn that the free negroes, in tsofveor oldWLPHU "QHYHU

DPRXQWHG'WR PXFK u

The free person of color was supposetidé@ little higher in sociatank than the slave.
But not every slave acknowledged the social supremacy of free people of colorV @Y H TV
attitude of contempt for the free person of color may have been encouragedstavthowners,
who wished to discourage the association of the slaves and free people of cetopeéple of
color were forbidden to marry slaves, and they were not allowed to gamble widmotier.
Nevertheless, there was a great deal of clandestine association, espedialltoinns. It was a
common occurrence on Monday morning to see a group of offenders ldRlloot KH PDJLVWUDWH

court and into the bushes and there given thirty-nine ladhes.

The majorityof the free people of color hired themselves to work for white peogpldaily wage.
Others became blacksmiths, tinkers, barbers, farmers, small meficlihets. carpenters,
mechanics, craftsmen and preachers. In almost every commuenityasharfree negro well-digger
or ditcher. Where they could rent land, noatiyem attempted farming on a small scale in
connection with their work as wage earners. Free negro usrayn made better house servants

" The Free Negro in North Carolin&®&osser H. Taylor. Academic Affairs Library, UNC-CH Uersity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, 2002. Call Number C970 J28 V. 16-17 C.3 Teiversity of North Carolina, The James Sprunt HistoriRalblications,
The North Carolina Historical Society, o/ 17 No. 1, Chapel Hill, published by the Universit920. (Hereafter referred to as
The Free Negro in North Caroling

r The Free Negro in North Carolina.

r Revisalof 1837 ch. lll, pp. 588 and 590Lawsof North Carolina,Session 1830-31, ch. 4, p. ABtlantic Monthly, January, 1886.
The poor white man was ever an object of contemfté sight of the free negr@ig white folks are all right, but poor white
folks ainfino better than us niggefsSuch was the general opinion the colored citizen adelds indigent white neighbor. The
slave owners always regarded the free negro with cospbecause he was known to be in sympathy withdésére of the
slaves to be free; he might aid slaves in plannirgvalt, in running away from their masters and in disppsf stolen goods.
Rev. J. W. Wellons, Elon College, N. C. Mr. Welonitnessed the executiof Nat Turner in 1831. HoyMurphey Papersp.
61.
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North Carolina Laws Regulating Free Persons of Color

than slave negro women and were consequently frequently emplmgtechipacity. Others hired
themselves out as laborers and doméstics

North Carolina Laws Restricting Freedom of James and Gilley Jenkins

AOWKRXJK GHVLJQDWHG Dn 18B0HNdrtls Eddolima,QaRdsdh Reénkand
was never free in the sense that we think of freedom today. He and hisifeev@illey, had
grown up under a long list of North Carolina laws that restricted thesdém. In the year of
their marriage, 1831, and thereafter, those laws grew increasing harsh and restrictiviée The
that Jameson and Gilley were accustomed to was changing and their status as fred pelople
was becoming even less freeThey must have been quite uncomfortable to live in this
environment where what little remaining freedom they enjoyed was being stripped away.

In about 1786, 25 years before the birth of Jameson and Gilley, the North Carolina
legislature adopted a series of laws regulating the conduct of free persons of aolierino
prevent them from harboring runaway slaves and from receiving stolen goods from $feses
persons of color were forbidden to trade with slaves in propéewpy kind under penalty of £10
or three months in prisdf. They were forbidden to entertain any slave in their houses during the
Sabbath or between sunset and suifisdn some North Carolina towns, free persons of
color were required to wear a badifecloth on the left shouldeZ LW K WKH ZRUG 3)UHH" ZUI
thereon. In some towns, they also had to register with the town clerk and payfdefee
shillings three days after arrival in these towns.

Another of the laws enacted in 1786 made it a criminal offense to bring Blewéorth

Carolina from a state where slaves had been liberat&te law fixed a penalty of £50 for each
slave brought in conditioned on the remosfdhe slave to the state where he or she had been
liberated.

, Q WKH 1RUWK &DUROLQD OHJLVODWXUH SHWLWLRQHC
portlonof the United States, situate on the Pacific Ocean for an asylum for persons of.col
heretofore emancipated or shall hereafter be emancipated under the laws of thisebiatettoer
6WDWH =~ 7KH )HGH U DogroviRly fre aRdpaptatiorZ BOdngress took no action on
the petition, but the petition reveals the prevailing sentiment in Nortbli@ain 1816 with
reference to free persons of colbr.

During the 1820s and 1830s, Jameson and Gilley experienced new North Carolina laws
that further restricted the rights of free people of color.

In 1830, the North Carolina legislature adopted legislation preventing a Northin@arol
free person of color from returning to North Carolina after being absent for 90 days or more. One
historian asserted that it was a meahgetting ridof an undesirable element of the population.

" http://ncmuseumofthistory.org/workshops/Antebellum%28d¢Ssion1.html

N The StateRecords of North Carolinavol. 24, collected and edited by Walter Clark, N&@bthers, Goldsboro, North Carolina.
(1907) p. 956 archive.org/stream/staterecordsnor00librgoog#pagabie/2ip (Hereinafter referred to &R)

" S.R, Vol. 24, p. 891.

'SR, Vol. 24, pp. 728-729.

" Codes of North Carolinayiartin § RevisglNewbern, North Carolina, Martin & Ogden, 1804, chp6414.
* The Free Negro in North Carolina


https://archive.org/stream/staterecordsnor00librgoog#page/n6/mode/2up

Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

North Carolina Laws Regulating Free Persons of Color

It also prevented free persons of color from leaving the state, becomiigdnsith new ideas
of freedom and abolition and returning to the state to disseminate those ideas.

After Jameson and Gilley were maxiin January 1831, the North Carolina legislature
adopted legislation providing that if a free person of color coedita criminal offense was
unable to pay the fine, he could be hired out to any person who would pay the fine in exchange
for the persof V VHUYLFHV QRW WR H[FHHG ILYH \HDUV

Most historians blame the tightening of restrictions on people of éoltwoth free and
enslaved? to white fear of black uprisings and revolts. In August 1831, that fear wiasl fue
a two-day slave rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia. The rebellion wabylediave
preacher Nat Turner and about 60 whites were killed. Militiamen crushe@ubk and then

spent two months searching for Turner, who was eventually caught and ﬁ%nged.

By 1835, it became illegal to free slaves or for freed slaves to move freatydaNorth
Carolina. In 1835, free men of color lost the right to vote. Additional laws prohibited free people
of color from preaching in public, learning to read and write, buying ongdlfjuor, or owning
ILUHDUPYV 7KHVH ODZV ZHUH FROOHFWoyeHDtheN&3tRTivg DV WKH 3
North Carolina laws are set forth in Appendix C.

Collectively, these laws promoted secret resistance by local residents who felped t
smuggle runaway slaves to free states in the Noffhe resistance in North Carolina was
concentrated among Quakers living in Guilford County.

Jameson and Gilley Jenkins Experience Restrictive Laws of North Carolina

The young married Jenkins couple, Jameson and Gilley, experienced the press of North
Carolina laws that restricted their status as free colored. Undoubteziywanted to escape that
increasingly restrictive environment. They almost certainly knew of the Glil@uaker
sympathies for slaves and free colored and of their assistance in helping akaththmir way
QRUWK LQWR WKH 3IUHH™ VWDWHYV , W ZM®™HA WIRHI B @& O REZF IWQ URXKXGWH
escape their present condition and move into a new world where they drealiwid) dfee and
unfettered by the restrictive laws of North Carolina.

By the summer of 1835, Jameson and Gilley Jenkins finally chose tohsgatetv life
far from New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina and free of thesiations.
Mearwhile, another family of free people of color, the James Blanks family nd@3 to the
south in Greensfield County, Virginia, was experiencing the same increaseréstiti@ions on
their freedom. The same prejudices and fears were at play in the Virginiatleggishs were
present in the North Carolina legislature, and the Blanks family too woekdaseew life in a
place free of these restrictions.

* http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/workshops/Antebellum%2@8¢&sion1.html
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The Quakers at Guilford County, North Carolina
The Quakers at Guilford County, North Carolina

As a rule, the Quakers were much more cordial in their relations with
the free peoplef color than was any other elemagftthe white population in the State.

The Free Negro in North CarolinRosser Howard Taylt%lr

At the same time that Jameson and Gilley Jenkins were living a restifeted Ifree
persons of color in New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina, a large poputst
members of religious society were living about 76 miles to the west in Randolph and Guilford
counties. The society was called the Society of Friends and its members wenteQuadkers.

The two counties where they lived were known collectively W KH 34X BNHU %HOW ~

The western part of Guilford County was peopled by Quakers, Englishmengcbsnin

way of Pennsylvania, and another type not so rildhe Nantucket Quaker, who came

to this western part of Guilford about the time of the first brewings of thellRertary

War. This section was the centre of Quaker element in the state. For soore ogas

impulse, the Friends, or Quakers, regarded the freeing of the slaves asvthpeauliar

mission. INnKHLU \HDUO\ PHHWLQJ DV HDUO ssihyslaveryapd LHQGV ZHUH GL
the sin of it; and in 1774 they freed their own slaves. The North Cayaaréy meeting

of Friends chartered a ship, called The Sally Ami, for the purpose of sesldires to

Haiti, where they might be free. Slaves were bought and sent to Haiti.

The Quakers living around western Guilford County in the Quaker Belt opposéiigtreat
human beings as property on religious and ethical grounds. Some of them formasl @rou
Imanumission societiégo urge individuals to free slaves. Others raised funds and organized
groups of ¥reedmen; African Americans who would return to Africa with the help of
Tolonization societies. Yet others were&abolitionists” Z Kfromoted the immediate legal
prohibition of slavery.

« VRRQ DIWHU WKH 5HYROXWLRQDU\ :DU VRFLHWRYV ZHUH IRUPF
protect and restore to freedom those negroes kidnapped and sold into. slavibey first

decade of the nineteenth century a society was organized in Guilford Cdateitgd the

Manumission Society of North Carolina.lts meetings were held in the Deep River

section, and others besides Friends were members, among them many di@es; ho

who eagerly discussed the question of slavery.

The Manumission Society of North Carolina sought to put an end to tres teédfic by
allowing no more to be brought into North Carolina; by allowing no slavéeo
exchanged from one master to another; and by allowing all negroes bora afdain
date to be free. By this means they would gradually promote emancightisraverting

= The Free Negro in North Carolina.

? From 1681 to 1705, 70% of Quakers owned slaves. 788,lhowever, only 10% of Quakers owned slaves. Maugkers were
arrested and the African Americans among them forcedbiondage. Many of these Quakers appealed to thésosinning
freedom for those African Americans they stood up fim 1776 a committee of North Carolina Quakers s&t to visit what
is now Ohio in the Northwest Territory. They soughtl found land where slavery could never exist. Tieayrned to North
Carolina and made known their findings. At the Trieiver Quarterly [Quaker] Conference it was votednimously to make
the trek to this distant venue. One hundred ti@tyker families prepared themselves and migratedhm[OThe trek began
in the spring of 1799. A trip was made first eastitarthe ocean of North Carolina, then northwaahglthe coast, via sailing
vessels for two weeks, and on to Alexandria, Virgififpon arrival, wagons were hired to transport the gemd their goods to
the mountains. Then they hired a new wagoner ® ttaém to Red Stone, Virginia. There they waitadtie coming spring for
the land office to open. The area in the extreméhson end of Jefferson County, Ohio would be thgiriéng point of a huge
Quaker migration ... arriving in 1800.

: The History of Guilford County, North Caral, Sallie Walker Stockard, Gaut-Ogden Co., Knoxvillennessee, 1902, p. 47.
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The Quakers at Guilford County, North Carolina

the disastrous consequences of releasing suddenly upon North Carolina cinibdetic
205,170 slaves. The active members numbered several hundred, mamnyept slave-
holders being members. A large per cent, of the people of NortiirZaat that time
were philosophizing about some scheme for the emancipation of slaves.

What to do with slaves when freed was a question. Emigration to Haiti was encouraged.
Many of this Society preferred that the negroes be kept in slavery itighithem remain

in the state when freed. They were all, however, abolitionists.

There were others who assisted African Americans in leaving the south and goimg nort
to Ohio and Indiana. They later unknowingly wére originators of what came to be known as
the Underground Railroad. The Grand Central Station of the Underground Railasadt
Guilford, North Carolina.

The Underground Railway, though in reality an outgrowth of the Maniomisociety,

was not connected with it. This was a secret organization, begotten in the ingenious brai
of the Coffins, by which slaves were sent to the Northwest. The scheme reraained
secret for a quarter of a century, in which time many a slave-halded fhis number of
slaves greatly diminished, and his negroes skipped and gone.

Note: Friends did not receive negroes into their denomination as did Presbyterians
Baptists and others. Who ever saw a negro who was a Quaker?

The first depot” R1 WiaL® B R& G southwest Guilford County, not many miles
from the Randolph Comity line. The negro escaped from his master byweégtitio one

of these®gents, was concealed by day in the hip roof of his house; by night heewms

to the next3agent§” home, and so to free territory. A system of nails driven in trees

along the way marked which fork of the road to take.

The reputation of the Guilford Quakers in all of these activities was corknmawledge
among both whites and African Americah) -DPHVRQ TV 1R &t§ped Kavdd B frég D (
people of color knew to head for Guilford. Slave owners also knew that escapeesheanlld
there. Jameson knew to make GuifoW KH GHVWLQDWLRQ ¢ whitd/power 3YLVLW °
holders in New Light Township where Jameson lived also knew this. The reputation ofduilf
was not a secret.

The stars in the history sky were aligned to bring together an amazing conflience o
growing intolerance of the increasingly restrictive North Carolina lawseenpersons of color,
the presence of Quakers in Guilford County assisting persons of color to leaseutheand
move north to an Indiana African American/Quaker farming conitpuand a young couple,

Jameson and Gilley, looking for a new life free of the tightening North Carolina tiessic

24 The History of Guilford County, North Carolin&allie Walker Stockard, Gaut-Ogden Co., Knoxvillennessee, 1902, p. 48.
® The History of Guilford County, North Carolin&allie Walker Stockard, Gaut-Ogden Co., Knoxvillennessee, 1902, p. 48
26 | have been unable to find any evidence of Gilleywimg with Jameson to Guilford County.
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Jameson Jenkins Given Permit to Visit Guilford County, North Cartiim&uaker Belt

1835
Summer

Jameson Jenkins Given Permit to Visit Guilford County, North Carolina

In the summer of 1835, Jameson Jenkins avd9-year-old free person of color who
livedin New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina. He decided to leav@ohig and
SYLVLW ™ *Xunty] Rbr®& Carolina, a journey of 76 miles or so wedthis was the
beginning of a nine-year journey in which he traveled over 833 miles along a path west and north
He finally reached the end of his journey in 1844 in Springfield, lllindigs probable that his
25-year-old wife, Gilley, traveled with him, but | have found no proof of this.
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Jameson must have thought about this move for a long time. His decisiawvddls
Wake County home and his mother Nancy was fraught with great personal risks anaintgcert
It subjected him to all of the horrors experienced by an African American awayhfsooounty
of residence in the antebellum south. He could be seized by slave catchers who mighhidestr
3l[UHHGRP SDSHUV ™ D@f. VERPBOVRIQPTV QMR W@\ ZDV EXW RQH RI W
African American journey)dURP WKH VODYH VWDWHY RI WKH VRXWK WR WKH
River. All of those on this journey faced the same personal risks that Jafaesdnin his
jourreyto a new free life.

In order to begin the trip to Guilford County, Jameson needed a permit from aegharit
Wake County allowing him to travel beyond the boundaries of Wake County. Travetsperm
were given by local justices and it was to one of them that Jameson turned wéthuistr The
permit was also a shield of protection against the slave catchers who mightisshemest and
sell him into slavery. -DPHVRQ SUHVHQWHG KLV UHTXHVW IRU D SHUPLW
& R X QtoVBZra Gill,a 40-year-old justice of the peace and farmer who lived in the New Light
District of Wake County, North Caroliria.

27 http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/maps/stout37.gif

* Thomas Ezra Gill, Sr., son of Isaac Gill and Edith Moblegs born about 1795He married Alice Lee Davis on February 21,
1824 in Wake County, North Carolina. In the 183n€ls, Ezra Gill was listed as at home in Wake CountyhNgarolina. In
the household are: Whites male under 5; 1 male 30-39; 1 female 10-14; 1 ker2@-29. Slaves: 1 male under 10; 1 male 10-
23; 2 femalesl0-23. According to the August 16, 1850 census, he avdarmer who resided in New Light District, Wake
County, North Carolina. Value of Real Estate own&2,330. Aley Gill, F, (age illegible). All ohe above®lace of Birth:
No. Carolina ~ Sometime after the 1850 census, Gill moved from Wakieranklin County, North Carolina. Four of his six
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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Jameson Jenkins Given Permit to Visit Guilford County, North Cartiim&uaker Belt

For Jameson to have requested such a permit, the following must eaveibe
1. Jameson knew of the law requiring a permit to leave his home county of Wake.

2. Jameson knew that he had to request a justice of the peace to grant themekimait
had to describe where he was going and why.

3. Jameson knew that the permit described his trip to Guilford Coungy3ag L, Vd W
term that impliesareturntoddfV KRPH XSRQ FRPSOHWLRQ RI WKH 3YL

4, 39LVLW® PD\ KDYH EHHQ D HXSKHPLVP IRU 3VWD\ DQG QRW

5. Jameson had to know that Guilford County was the home of Quakers who were
engaged in helping free persons of color to freedom. It is most probablEzra
Gill also knew this and must have winked and nodded when Jameson asked for a
SHUPLW WR 3PDNH D YLVLW™ WR *XLOIRUG &RXQW\

6. Jameson must have known that Ezra Gill was sympathetic and would grantita per
WR 3 YAuWdrdly

Below is a transcriptionof ] UD *LOOfV UHFROOHFWLRQ RI WKDW HYF

State of North Carolina
Wake County  this $2April 1838

Dear Sir certify that the son of the above
Nancy Jenkins was known by me to be a
freeman of colour and further certify that |
gave him a permit to leave this Country for
him to make a visit to Gilford County
sometime in the summer of 1835.

Thomas Ezra Gill
Ezra Gill (1795-7/24/1869)

From Ezra Gill$ statement, we know that:

1. In the summer of 1835, Jameson was a freeman of color living in Wake County
North Carolina.

2. At that time, Jameson requested a permit from Ezra Gill, a justideegidace for
Wake County, to travel to Guilford County, North Carolina, a distance of
approximately 67 milesRU D 3YLVLW ~

3. Ezra Gill gave Jenkins the permit.

4. Jamesor$ mother was Nancy Jenkins.

sons served the Confederacy during the Civil WénonTas Gill died on July 24, 1869850 U.S. Census, Wake County, North
Carolina, Vol. 1, p. 261.
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Jameson Jenkins Given Permit to Visit Guilford County, North Cartiim&uaker Belt

Little is known of Ezra Gilf° From the tone of his communication to Jameson in 1835, |
would judge him to be a straightforward, matéfact type of person. Knowing the parties and
their circumstances, | would also judge him to be sympathetic and gentle. Téhéntdghat in
1838 he would respond to a request for verification of his permit given to Jenki&35,
indicates that he wanted to be of assistance to Jameson in his pursuit of faeeld@mew home.
+H PHQWLRQV -DPRWhR Q@efridusP iave kidwn well. He also has no rancor about
WKH IDFW WKDW -DPHVRQ GLG QRW UHWXUQ KRPH RQ WKH SHUP
does he seem resentful that Jameson utilized the sympathetic Quakers amalgheiresettle in
Indiana.

7KH VLIJQLILFDQFH RI -DPHVRQTV SHUPLW FDQQRW EH XQG
credential that a free colored needed to go dotthee world beyond his home county. It defined
him and his place in the order of things in 1835 North Carolina. It disshedihim froma
slave. The permit was such an important document of control that if afstgee a permit, he
was subject to being lashédo more than 39 times.

Slaves offering forged free papers to be whipped.

If any slave shall be guilty of producing any forged free passdificate, he or she so
offending, shall on conviction before any Justice of the peace, be senteneedive as
many lashes on his bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine, as the said justice gy
discretion direct.

1791 North Carolina Statutfé%
Jameson Jenkins Life at Guilford

When Jameson Jenkins arrived in Guilford County with his pernfitisit, " he no doubt
was taken in by sympathetic Quakers. They would have given him food aret shekchange
for his labor until it was time for him to begin his trip north. They wdhien have heba him
head north along the Underground Railroad route to Indiana and freedom.

Friends Meeting House at New Garden

Watercolor by John Collins, 1863.

° For those interested in the census data pertaininbigofamily, seeJameson Jenkins Narrative, Final Repd@iaire Martin,
lllinois State Museum, Landscape History Program, Teehfeport 2012-2054-6., November 16, 2012, Sedtion

* 1791 North Carolina Statuteshapter 335, section 2.
31
Image courtesy of the Friends Historical Collection,li@td College, Greensboro, North Carolina.
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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Jameson Jenkins Given Permit to Visit Guilford County, North Cartiim&uaker Belt

A number of questions remain unanswered. How long did Jameson stay ind3uilfor
Probably no longer than 3 years. He probably arrived sometime in the summer of 1835 and left
in 1838 or thereabouts. Is there any record in Guilford Q3W¥\ RI -DPHVRQTV FHUWLILE
freedom? Did his wife Gilley go with him from Wake to Guilford CotthtWhy is there no
certificate of freedom for wife Gilley?

1840

Free People of Color in North Carolina

In 1840 the population of Wake County was 21,118. The population of the free people of
color was 1,009, 4.8% of the total population, 176 or 21.13% greater than 10 years earlier.

Pre Revolution

Birth of
Nancy
Jenkins

North Carolina Timeline

1808 1810 1831 1835
Birth of Birth of Marriage of Jameson Jenkins Givel
Jameson Gilley Jameson Jenkil Permit to Visit Guilford
Jenkins Evans and Gilley Evar
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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Beginnings: The Blanks Family in Virginia
The Blanks Family

1787

Birth of Jane Pellum in Virginia
(1787-1867)

The story of the James Blanks family begins in the areas of Richmond and Gleensuvil
County, Virginia, about 200 miles north of the home of the Jenkins family in Wake County,

North Carolina. Jane Pellu?%l,who became the matriarch of both the Jenkins and Blanks
families, was born in Virginia on August 8, 1787. Jane was the mothee dfitilre wives of
Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks. Martha Ann would marry Blanks and El&abetould

marry Jenkins.Jane was a mulatto and most probably a free person of color, a status just as
important and determinative for the Pellum and Blanks families as ifovdlse Jenkins family.

As an older lady in Springfield, lllinois, Jane Pellum was a neighbor and friend of ahbrah
Lincoln and his family and was fondly known &&unt Pellum” or 3Aunt Jan€ or 3Aunty

Pellum.™
1807

Birth of Elizabeth Ann Pellum in Richmond, Virginia
(1807-1880)

Elizabeth Ann Pellum, the mulatto daughter of 20-year-old Jane Pellum dmdbwim
was born in Richmond, Virginia, on November 22, 1807. Elizabeth was most probably a f

. . 3
person of color as was her mother. She would become Jameson $esddond wifé!

B independent Cities Include:
1. Algzandria 21. Lynchburg
2 Bedford 22 Manassas
3. Bristot 23 Manassas Park
»d Buena Vieta 24. Martingwilla
& Charlotteeville 25 Newport News
b Cheeapeake 26, Norfolk
7. Clifion Forge 27. Norton
8. ColonialHetghts. 28, Petershurg

4. Covington 2%, Pogueson =N
10 Eanml» §° g{:’d‘.fsmoum o
11, Emgona 1. Radferd A g . . e
12 Fairfax 32 Fichmond e Richmond, Virginia
3. I'alls Church 33 Roanoke 7 4y -y
14. Frankiin 34, Salem
15, rredencusburg 35, Staunten
16. Galax 36. Suffolk
17. Harngton 37 \irginia Beach
18. Harrisonburg 38 \'\rarnesnoro
1% Hopeweil 38 Williarmsburg
20 Lexington 40. Winchester
jalogy.ce ol
r’"{i 'r""lﬂa: A TL,.- i
e, *" 'Eiz:um:ll < Bl a3
{,\II“:)\M N 4&/'__ % il Ui

_4 24 Sarmol
- 3 T s
o “Tea r ool \.fu 1=.h|n-urn s)—’G <

Greensville County,
Virginia

* The last name ofPellum’ is often spelledPelham. Jane Pellun§ tombstone read¥ane Pellum. It is that spelling that | will
use. Bonner, Mercer, And Pelham Family Papeca. 200 items, 1762-1888; Correspondence, finame@irds, wills, and
genealogical data of the ...Pelham families of VimirManuscripts Division, Special Collections Departméhtiversity of
Virginia Library, Charlottesville, Virginia.

= Oak Ridge Cemetery Recoy@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 16, Block 5 was puraed by Bell Watkins on November 11, 1867.
. Obituary,Journal November 23, 1880, p. 4.
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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks
Beginnings: The Blanks Family in Virginia

1812

Birth of James Blanks in Virginia
(1812-1876)

James Blanks was born in Virginia in 1812. He was a mulatto and most Igralfede
person of color. He would marry Martha Ann Pellum, the daughter of Jane Reltuthe sister
of Elizabeth Ann Pellum. James and Jameson Jenkins would become brothers-

1815

Birth of Martha Ann Pellum in Virginia
(1815-1880)

Martha Ann Pellum, the daughter of 28-year-old Jane Pellum and Unknown, was born in
Virginia in 1815. She was a mulatto and most probably a free person of color, as wathieer m
Martha would marry James BlanksShe was Elizabeth$ Q Q 3 HO<S»P ind Jameson
- H Q Nslfufuké isterin-law.

1828

Martha Ann Blanks Writes to Sterling Watkins

Even though | have been unable to connect the following letter directly to Mantha A
Pellum, | include it for consideration by others who might study this book in tinefuPerhaps
they will be able to make the connection. My view is that it is doubtful, as Marthanka4 3
years old and probably not yet married to 16-year-old James Blanks.

June the 15 1828 Dear Sir this is inform you that | am well at pogsrg that this few
lines may find you the same and all famblely in good Ihe#itbe very happy of seeing of
you at any time you despose to come the is a googloongugirls my self and
Nancy Watkins was from Petersburg the 2 day of this enohtinought some young men
with us home David Watkins was maried the 5 day of _ Siewkay Watkins was
maried the 3 day of December to Martha Param Miss Martha _onber hier lov to
you and likewise the famblely Miss Nancy Watkins the same Ithiengemore to rehat
to you at this time present but remain you well wisher till Death

Miss Marth Ann Blanks her hand and pen
Att Sterling Watkins

Verso

Mr. Sterling Watkins
Greensville County
Va.

Pre-1832

Marriage of Elizabeth Ann Pellum and Unknown Watkins
in Greensville County, Virginia

Sometime before 1832, Elizabeth Ann Pellum married her first husband, Unknown

Watkins, in Virginia, probably in Greensville County. Elizabeth was the daughienefPellum
DQG ZRXOG EHFRPH steréiWMR.Q -HQNLQVY
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1832

Birth of Jane Watkins in Virginia
(1832-1879)

On July 27, 1832, Jane Watkins was born in Virginia, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum
Watkins and Unknown and the granddaughter of Jane Pellum. In 1850, Jane Waskliving
in Springfield with her mother, Elizabeth, who was then married to Jameson Jehkih867,
Jane would marry Richard Mason Hancock and they would live in Chicago. Rieharé
prominent civil rights activist. See Appendix F.

Virginia Laws Regulating Free Persons of Color

Before the Civil War, Virginia had the largest population of free peoptmlor in the

United State€ Half of them lived in the Tidewater regica)sn.'l' he ratio of slaves to free people of
color was 8 to 1. Many of the families of free people of color had fbeersince the 1600s and
many descended from black slave men who had children by white indentured servamt wome

Others were manumittéd.

Starting in 1793, each Virginia county court kept a register of free people of Eblese
registers typically @ YH W K Hs riaie) ¥ge,@dlor, stature, marks and scars, and name of the

court of emancipatioﬁg. Documentation of arf IUL F D Q $ B tielddomDBtatdis protected him
or her from being forced into slavery. It also restricted their altditynigrate within the stafe

requiring them to stay in the county where they were regisfgered.

* The Free Negrin Virginia, 1619-1865John Henderson Russell, Baltimore, Maryland, Johns Hepkimiversity Press, 1913, pp.
57-58. Digital version at Internérchive. (Hereafter referred to ake Free Negro in Virginid

36 . . N . . . )
Tidewater is a geographic area of southeast Virgindareortheastern North Carolina, part of the Atlagtastal plain.Portions of
Maryland facing the Chesapeake Bay are also giwendesignation.The area gains its name because of the effects of the
changing tides on local rivers, sounds, and the ocean.

State Slavery Statutes: Guide the Microfiche CollectionPaul Finkelman, Frederick, Maryland, University Fedtions of
America, 1989pp. 317-56 pertain to Virginia and cover the years9t¥865. The records list the names of many slaves and
slave owners.The Geographgf Slaveryin Virginia includes a list of Virginia slave laws, referencesltves in the House of
Burgesses Journals, and other documents. http:/feemailgh.org/learn/wiki/en/Virginia_African_Americaif$he Free Negro
in Virginia, p. 10.

* Processioner§returns, 1796-1832, 1848-1857; Virginia. Countyu€dGreensville County) Microfilm of original reads at the
Greensville County Courthouse in Emporia, Virginia. Record of proceedings on lands processioned, 18926- Includes
5HIJLVWHU Rl IUHH SHUMW83Q.V2.RechRIPTpP2EEdings on lands processididad-1832. 3. A report of
processioners, 1848- 7KH UHJLVWHU Rl IUHH SHDWVRQ\D Rdl dERNMEKahd wHethét orn
free or emancipated-ree Negroes Register@uthe & O H Offick\Botetourt County, Virginia, 1802-183Borothy A. Boyd-
Rush, Athens, Georgia, Iberian Pub. Co., 1993ee Black Registers, Albemarle Cou(t$07-1865), Benjamin Hudgins.
Surry County, Virginia Registesf Free NegroesDennis Ford, Richmond, Virginia, Virginia Genegiltal Society, 1995.
Free Peopleof Colour: Free Negroes, Indians, Portuguesad Freed SlavesMary B. Kegley, Wytheville, Virginia, Kegley
Books, 2003. Black families freed prior to 1820 édween reconstructed irFree African American®f Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Maryland and DelawaRgul Heineggat freeafricanamericans.com

familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Virginia_African_American The Free Negro in VirginiaCharlottesville, Virginia, University
Press of Virginia, 2001, p. 10Black laws of Virginia: a summary of the legislativeésaaf Virginia concerning Negroes from
earliest times to the presedune Purcell Guild, compiled by Karen Hughes Whitd Joan Peters Warrenton, Afro-American
Historical Association of Fauquier County, Virginighilip J. Schwarz, 1996, Lovettsville, Virginia, Wgilv Bend Books,
1996.

39
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Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks
Beginnings: The Blanks Family in Virginia

Migrations Out of Virginia

An 1806 Virginia law required freed slaves to leave the state within twebrehs of

gaining their freedom. This stiff law was softened by subsequent laws ir820s &nd 308.
Between the 1840s and 1860s, many free people of color left Virginia and resettled

in Indiana, lllinois, Ohio, and Michigd‘rl\.

Just as in the summer of 1835, Jameson and Gilley Jenkins chose to seek a aew life f
from New Light Township, Wake County, North Carolina and free of thesect&sts, so too
did

The James Blanks family in Greensville County, Virginia, 200 miles south of Jameso
and Gilley Jenkins, was experiencing the same increase in restrictions onaédonit The
same prejudices and fears were at play in the Virginia legislature aspwesent in the North
Carolina legislature, and the Blanks family too would seek a new life iace [fitee of these
restrictions.

There is no evidence that the Blanks family moved from Greensville Coungymidito
Guilford County, as did Jameson Jenkins. We do know that the Blanitg faigrated to Beech
Settlement in Rush County, Indiana. In any event, the Blanks family migration appéanse
somewhat paralleled that of the Jenkins family in time and place.

Virginia Timeline

1787 1807 1812 1815 Pre 1832 1832 Circa 1835
Birth of Birth of Birth of  Birth of Marriage of Birth of Elizabeth Pellum
Jane Elizabeth James Martha Elizabeth Ann Jane Watkins Family
Pellum Ann Pellum Blanks  Ann Pellum and Watkins Moves to Indiana

Pellum Unknown Watkins

40 http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Virginia_Afiao_Americans.The Free Negro in Virginigp. 90.
“ http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Virginia_Aféan_Americans.The Free Negro in Virginigp. 101.
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The Move From Guilford to Indiana
The Kanawha Road

The Guilford Quakers and the Beginning of the Underground Railroad

By 1804, slavery was largely abolished in all of New England, the Middle Atlstaties,
and the Northwest Territory, but it remained in the Southern statesauBe it still existed there
it remained illegal in the Southern states for anyone to help a slave escapa&irafreedom.
Many Guilford Quakers saw slaves as equals and ignored the law that nibglitto help
slaves to freedom. Some of them eventually asbtisaves and free people of color to move
from the south to Quaker settlements in Indiana and Ohio. As a phdtaksistance, some of
these Quakers cresmt a network of safe houses and escape roudtesventually called
the Underground Railroad. | call these the Guilford Quakers.

As was said earlier, the general reputation of Guilford as a Quaker settferratly to
free people of color and slaves was not a secret to most North CaroldentesiHowever, out
of necessity, the specifics and techniques of the operation of the Undergrounddramained
a closely guarded secret.

7KH "8QGHUJURXQG 5DLOURDGM ZDV ILUVWW QGBRRRUMARVW VHFI
protect the people who helped the slaves escape, as whad theg dgainst the law,

punishable by prison and fines, and in fact, the punishmeassadgcalmost yearly from

the early I®century to the civil war. The secrecy of it all makes it very difficult to

document. There are very few direct sources of informationdemguound railroad

activities in North Caroliﬁ%

Some Quakers, however, did not agree with the Guilford Quakers. They congidered
assistance given to African Americans and the Underground Railroad as breaking the law and
disrupting the peacé violations of Quaker values. They asserted that this was involvement
with the law and the government, something Quakers tried to avbiEke disagreements caused
divisions of the Quakers into smaller Quaker groups that shared similar beliefs and views.

Levi Coffin Moves From Guilford, North Carolina to Richmond, Indiana

Some of the Guilford Quakers who opposed slavery left North Carolina andedigra
north, primarily to Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, and Canada. In 1826, Levi Coffin, pertmapmost
famous of the Guilford Quakers, moved from Guilford, North Carolina thrRond, Indiana,
where he managed a branch of the Underground Railroad. Coffin eventuakyd tieadvhole
Underground Railroad system in the free states. For 21 years, Levi and his wiféen€atiter

slaves in their Richmond, Indiana house and helped more than 2,000 fugitive slaves to freedom.

« 4XDNHU IDPLOLHV ZHUH VHHLQJ PRVW RI LWR/I WKOVHU JHQHUDW
ZDV GXH WR WKH DYDLODELOLW\ RI FKIHDISVRDEEQW OPGA® QD WK

Notes on the History of Randolph County, North @aeo The Underground Railroad in Piedmont North Carolina
randolphhistory.wordpress.com/2010/02/22/piedmuntiuakers-and-the-underground-railroad/  (Hereaftaferred to as
Piedmont Underground Railroad
: Levi Coffin § autobiographyReminiscences of Levi Coffin, the Reputed Presidetiiteo/nderground Railroad: Being a Brief
History of the Labors of a Lifetime in Behalf of the 8|anith the Stories of Numerous Fugitives, Who Gairtedr Freedom
through His Instrumentality, and Many Other Incider@cinnati, Robert Clark & Co., 1880. Online by thRC-Chapel Hill
Library at http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/coffin/menmht{Hereafter referred to @offin Autobiography)
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lllinois, Ohio); some of it was the desire to get their children amajpérdominant slave-
holding ethic. No matter what local Quakers taught their childranttadbagquality of
human nature and the evil of slaveholding, the law of the latkeaowdlture of their
neighbors promoted and protected the ownership and exploitatitagroes. It was a
conflict that could only be resolved by leaving North Carolind81By so many residents
of Randolph County, North Carolina, had relocated to the IndiamaRhaadolph County

was created Q PHPRU\ RI WKH "ROG FRXQWU\ p

Guilford Not the Stereotypical South ofGone With The Wind

Given the numerous primary sources and confirmation of thisframtehe heart of

Piedmont North Carolina to Ohio and Indiana, and the confirmattiit® regular use in

underground railroad activities, the antebellum history of Guilford and RardoipesC

DQG LWV 4XDNHU LQKDELWDQWYV GRHMN QRM U RODORIDWKHHSRISXOD
the antebellum South. Our region was another story, not the romantiorltbsif the

plantation gentry, but a Shadow South, of abolition and manumission adtivitiastrp

and internal improvements, and steady moral and political oppositest&ius quo. Our

history is much more nuanced and interesting than the staladkrand white (or blue and

gray) textbook version, and our culture is lessened by the factftigetvend ignore the

work and sacrifices of the men and women who fought against heatey ddage the

fundamental basis of the society they lived in

The Kanawha Road

The Kanawha Trace Wayli

There is a record identified as The Kanawha Trace Waybillladuahents the route from

New Garden to Ohio (its first stop appears to go west toward W8aton-(Clemmons)

LQVWHDG Rl QRUWK WR WKH 'DQ 5LYHU USRG® MWKHRXINS R IRW KXIQ G H L
slave-holding states completely ignore the route from central North Gatalitent and

2KLR 7KH URXW HKanawiaF D&DEG WKH ~

New Garden, Guilford County, N. Carolina Bill of the Road to
47
Richmond, Indiana, Crossing the Blue Ridge at Wifkp, and traveling the Kanawhaway Route

ToClemmons----4 4 3HWHUVY{- 3 142

%LWWLQJIT 26
*RUGLQJITV
8QWKDQNTV
BHUNLQ%V
ODQNEQVS
(At Wards Gap)
&RUQHOLXEVS
5RDG 1V -I-ReUa0
Reedisland River -
)XJDWTV )RUG
of New River- -
-RKQ )HHO\TV

(reverse page)
Ohio River ----9 302 Leisburg, in Highland
700 yds wide - Galliopolis  County, Ohio 3 396
:RRGV - 4 400RHO :LOOLVTV
on Rackoon Cki1 313 Morgantown - -

----59 Mouth of Indian River? 149
3D F-N {10 HESU \
Blue Stone River -5 164

3IDFNJ-V6 170 --4 404

+HUY-HA I% 187 -XGJH 3RRIE B8 Wilmington ----10 414
%O B-N 6 1193 Town of Jackson 8 3 7RGGTV IRUN4ZUHHN
5R DG fV16 ROBN 6FLRWR 6DOW ZRUNV ---10 427&HDVDUYV FUHHN
Cotton hill - - - 6 215 &RRQW-V M 347 Little Miami at
(4 m. over) Richmond - - - - - 5 352 Waynesville --3 430

Falls of New River 5 220
%HQMDP-L-QB@RBUULVIV
-- 17 24BHRQDUG ORUULV TV
9H-Q B-EOH 23D
&REEfV7 257

Highbank-Prairies5 357 Springborough - - - 8 438
.LOJRUH %8 862U U \Franklin on the

(Scioto) Great Miami-- 4 442
Chilicotho - - - - 7DSMFRWWMEV
Elijah Johnsons on Big twin Creek -4-448

:DONHUTV OB XLQBW Cokl@iver and Coal

6 KD Q QR QBV118 Mountain in the way to
7KRV . LUNTV + DB Q O-HLBY265

Giles Court House- 01&ROOLYIWHU TV
Peters ferry - - - tU4-F HMe 293
Peters town --7 139

Paint Creek 9 375 Eaton - ------ 17 465
Greenfield - - - - 12 387 White Water Meet House
Rattlesnake creek RICHMOND16 481

at Monroetown- 6 393

“ Piedmont Underground Railroad
° homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~maggieoh/Migrate/merle.ht
° homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~maggieoh/Migrate/metle.ht

! This Bill may not be precisely correct in every ins@n©btained from Argus Ogbgr@uaker Historian, Richmond, Indiana
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Routes of the Underground Railroad’

Levi Coffin | &utobiography vividly describes the experience of a runaway slave who left
Guilford County and traveled north on the Kanawha Road. Even though Jameson was a free
person of color, his experience on his route to freedom must have been twimiteat the slave
Jack experienced, and it is worthy of being ineldidere.

A gentleman by the name of Barnes, who lived in the eastern paStatetjdlorth
Carolina], had a body servant named Jack, to whom hecheasttached. Barnes was
a bachelor, with no direct heirs, and being in ill-health, hehinad#, in which, as
was allowed by a provision of the law, he bequeathed to Jdmedusn for
faithfulness and meritorious conduct, also a considerable pbhi®estate.

At his death, distant relatives flocked to the scene, seized upoaptréy @nd
entered suit to contest the will. Jack knew very well that from Soutitesnoto
justice he could expect no favor; so procuring a copy of thenavidl, crtificate of
good conduct, signed by several leading white men of the plaserevireendly to
him, he sought a more secure place in which to await the déd¢rsorourt.

He had heard of a settlement of Quakers at New Garden, neabGme6uilford

County, who were opposed to slavery and friendly to colangle.peHe obtained

directions to aid him in finding this place, and left home privately ntight not be

known where he was if the case should go against him. He reaciBatdém safely,

ZDV LQWURGXFHG WR PH DQG , WRRN KLP WR P\ IDWKHU: -V KRX)\

Jack remained in our neighborhood for some time, employed omntheofamy
father, of ... and others, and proved himself to be an indusmbdigithful servant.
He won the esteem and sympathy of all who knew him and hishgtbis steady
habits, intelligent character and manly deportment.

48
North Carolina Quakers and Slaverdiram H. Hilty, Unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Duke University, 1968, p. 184.
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He came to New Garden in the fall of 1821, and in the following Margbddhe
news that the case in court had been decided against hipropEny that had been
willed to him was turned over to the relatives of his master, andcasigzed again
to slavery. The judge decided that Barnes was not in his rigat thentime he made
the will; this was apparent from the nature of the will. Theduokingossession of the
property, but where was Jack, the able-bodied valuable sénwvaisovbelonged to
them? He was not to be found, and they advertised in the p#eeng one hundred
dollars reward to any one who would secure him till theygetiidid of him, or give
information that would lead to his discovery.

This advertisement appeared in the paper published at Greesrsthavben Jack saw

it he was greatly alarmed. The questions which occupied his miitth avidch he

JUHHWHG KLV IULHQGY ZHUH ":KDWNKBROM®MQGROD&DBQ Z KIHWH W R
, FDQ HQMR\ OLEHUW\ LQ VDIHW\"u

It was decided that for the present he must be concealdn: wad secreted among

his friends, part of the time at our house, and part at the dioWestal Coffin. A

FRXQFLO zZDV KHOG E\ -DFN:V IULHQGV WHRIG HHBW.IYWHVRPH SOD!
Bethuel Coffin, my uncle, who lived a few miles distant, was themgrepgo to

Indiana, on a visit to his children and relatives who had settied temwould be

accompanied by his son Elisha, then living in Randolph Counby, hisddaughter

Mary. They intended to make the journey in a two-horse wagonwittkitigem

provisions and cooking utensils, and camp out on the way. This wastimode of

traveling in those days.

The road they proposed to take was called the Kanawhdt noad.the nearest route,

but led through a mountainous wilderness, most of the wasginGrban River, it led

by way of Patrick Cout-RXVH 9LUJLQLD WR ODEHUU\-V *DS LQ WKH
PRXQWDLQV WKHQFH DFURVV &OLQFKQPRNQWDNYBUE\ ZD\ RI 3
thence across White Oak mountain to the falls of the Kanawhawamthdt river to

the Ohio, crossing at Gallipolis.

This was thought to be a safe route for Jack to travel, as it whinlyemhabited,
and it was decided that my cousin Vestal and | should go to seel@uand learn if
he was willing to incur the risk and take Jack with him to IndiansaidHee was
willing, and all the arrangements were made, and the time for starting fixedht The
after they started, Vestal Coffin took Jack, on horseback, to DantRivetywanty
miles distant, where they camped the first night, and where the fugitivihgin®

It is most probable that Quakers in Guilford County assisted Jameson Jenkins in his move
from North Carolina to an African American agricultural settlementintral Indiana. It is also
possible they also helped the Blanks family do the same. The Quaker UndergrouoadRailr
gave these families the means to escape the escalating harshness of posbRayolar state
laws restricting the rights of African Americanis free as well as slave. Without the assistance

of the Guilford Quakers, the lives of both families would have been quite différent.

The Underground Railroad route used by the Jenkins and Blanks families may have bee
along the Kanawha Road, an ancient trail that wound its way north froroi@uib freedom?
from Guilford County, North Carolina to Rush County, Indiana and freedom.

“ Coffin Autobiography

* Quakers in Indiana in the Nineteenth Centurgheryl Vanderstel. hwww.connerprairie.org/Learn-And-Do/Indiana-
History/America-1860-1900/Quakehs-Indiana.aspx Hamm:126-129.
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Life in Indiana: The Families Merge
Life in Indiana

The 1810 census recorded 393 free people of color and 237 slaves in the Indiana
Territory>* Between 1810 and 1820, the number of free people of color in Indiana increased by
807, from 393 to 1,200, an increase of 205%his large increase was the result of African
Americans migrating from the Soutb frontier Indiana where they sought improved economic
and social conditions as well as freedom. Probably the largest number of Africarc@meavho
settled in Indiana during this period were from Virginia and North Carolina.

In 1820, the Indiana State Supreme Court cadeolly v. Lassell@rdered all slaves,
except those held before the 1787 Northwest Territory Ordinance, to b&’frébd. new ruling

led to a sharp decline in the3M\ $iefye population. In 1820 the census recorded 192 slaves. By
the 1830 census there were only three slaves recorded.
Quaker Settlement, Carthage, Ripley Township, Rush County, Indiana

The considerable colored population in and about Carthage is descended feom th

IDPLOLHV EURXJKW WKHUH LQ WKH GD\V EHIRUH WKH &LYLO ZDU
UDLOURDG " D VWDWLRQ RI ZKLFK ZDV PDLQWDLQHG E\ WKH )ULHQ

Centennial History of Rush County, Indiana.

In 1821, several families of North Carolina Quakers settled in Rush County, Indiana, and
purchased land in Ripley Townshim the northwest corner of the county in the vicinity of
Carthage. In the next year, others came and by 1825 there was a largesetifeQuakers in
Ripley Township.

Carthage,

Ripley Township,
Rush County, Indiana
Beech Settlement

** The Politics of Pro-Slavery Sentiment in Indiana 38861 Morton M. Rosenberg, (1968), Muncie, Indiana, Blite University,
p.12.

* Life of Walter Quintin Gresham, 1832-18%atilda Gresham, 1919, Rand, McNally & Company24.
** Centennial History of Rush County, Indiatiadianapolis, Historical Pub. Co., 1921, Transcribetlayk S. Mount.
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The Beech Settlement in Rush County, Indiana

%\ WKH ODWH V 3lUHH S HR®&deHcoknties Bf @&stérn NOorkhP W K H
Carolina and Virginia had migrated, often by the Underground Railroad, to ameaeahe
Quaker settlement of Carthage in Ripley Township, Rush County, Indiana. Theyre
HVWDEOLVKHG D FRPPXQLW\ NQRZQ DV 3%HHFKUHQWWOHPMQW ~
to Indiana as individuals or individual families, most resettled in akisteade up of extended
kinship networks. They arrived in Indiana with enough money to buy land, which they
understood was the key to their economic and social survival. At the peak of tledapreent
and prosperity, circa 1870, two such communities included 86 families, hundredsdehigsi
schools and churches, and combined land ownership exceeding 4,000 acres. One of those two
communities was Beech Settlement.

As racial intolerance in the South increas
during the 182041840s, additional groups of fre
people of color migrated to central Indiana wh
they formed agricultural communities in a numl
of Indiana counties. These agricultural communi
were often near Quaker settlements whose resic
were also from Virginia and North Carolina a
who were tolerant of African Americans
neighbors. One of those settlements, Be
Settlement in Rush County, Indiana, walsere the
Jenkins and Blanks families settled.

At Beech Settlement, most of the early residents were farmers or blacksSutime of
the farmers accumulated significant land acreafjeey wanted to educate themselves and their
children and with the assistance of the Quakers at Carthage established thethoels and
churches. They also organized a library that was maintained and used during the years 1842-

1869

In addition to assistance with education, the Quakers helped African Ameatcdaasch
Settlement to find employment, rescued freed people of color who had been kidnapped i
slavery, and aided fugitive slaves traveling on the Underground Railroad. They alstogiaid
bills and defrayed funeral expenses. They were indeed Friends.

Jenkins and Blanks Families Move to Beech Settlement, Indiana

%RWK WKH -HQNLQV DQG %ODQNV IDPLOLHIoEEHFDPH D S
population in and about Carthagehen they moved there. Tihdast stop on their Underground
Railroad journey to Indiana was one of the independent African Americamgcommunities
in central Indiana2 Beech Settlement in northwest Rush County, Indiana. As residents of this
community, James Blanks and Jameson Jenkins added another historic chapter taeghefstori
their remarkable lives.

* Mt. Pleasant LibraryReading among African Americans in 19th Century Rush @fmatiana], Ann Of % U\D Q
hdl.handle.net/1805/403 Submitted by Dawne Slatet;-EG.
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Pre-1835

Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Family
Moves From Greensfield County, Virginia
to Rush County, Indiana

Sometime prior to May 1835, Elizabeth Pellum Watkins, her husband Unknown Watkins,
and their daughter Jane moved from Greensfield County, Virginia to Rush County, Iadiana,
distance of 677 miles. The Watkins familpsamong the first of the southern African American
families to come to Rush County, Indiana. They, along with other southegam\fimericans,
settled near the Quakers, purchased and cleared land, planted crops, and built houses, churche
and schools. They were among those who established the African Americargfeomimunity

of Beech Settlement.
1835

Birth of Bellfield Watkins in Indiana
(1835-1891)

Bellfield Watkins was born in Indiana in May 18%5.He was the son of Elizabeth
Pellum Watkins and her husband at that tirBellfield was a mulatto. His sisters were Jane and
Aquilla Ann Watkins.

1838
Back Home in Wake County, North Carolina
Marriage of Nancy Jenkins and Stephen Harris

On March 12, 1838, Nancy Jenkins- D P HV R Q  yvhaRi&Vétephen Harris, a free
man, in Wake County, North Carolifa.: KDW KDSSH QHG W R UrBriowrVIerRifis? IDWKHU

Jameson Jenkins in Indiana

By the spring of 1838, JanmsJenkins had left Guilford, North Carolina, and was in
Rush County, Indiana. The distance from Guilford County, North Carolina to Rush County,

Indiana was 536 miles.

Jameson Jenkins Requests Copy of Freedom Papers

In the spring of 1838, Jameson Jenkins was in need of his Freedom Papers and apparently
could not find those given to him three years earlier by Ezra Gill in the suairh®85. He or a

% Mt. Pleasant LibraryReading among African Americans in 19th Century Rush @¢undtiana], Ann2 1% U\D Q
hdl.handle.net/1805/403Sterling Watkins migrated to Beech Settlement froneeBsville County, Virginia. Along with
Sterling Watkins, other Watkins family landowners wBamniel, James, David, and John. Sterling marrieceBeh Roberts in
1833. They had at least nine children. The Watkamily purchased and cleared land, planted crops,baiit houses,
churches and schools and became one of the most mrosméthe Beech settlers.

% Register Friday, October 9, 1891, p.

o North Carolina Marriage Bonds, 1741-18@8ecord, Bond # 000154590, image num: 002480, Re£6@&1251.

% The distance from New Light Township to Guilford Northr@ma was 76 miles. The total distance from New Lighviiship to
Rush County, Indiana was 605 miles.
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friend at his request wrote to James M. Manguproainent resident of New Light Townshslgp,
to obtain % copy of the freedom papers of Jameson JerkiisD QJXP UHVSRQGHG WR -DPH
request, as did Ezra Gill, Peleg S. Rogers, and William Latiegir responses are transcribed
below.
Jameson Jenkind] Eertificate of Freedom Papers

State of North Carolina
Wake County  this®2\pril 1838

Dear Sir after compliments to you in your address to Jafasdum in your letter and

to assist his mother in obtaining a copy of the freedom of Jadenkors which | Ezra

Gill of the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the Mdtdmaecson Jenkins

is known hear by the name of Nancy Jenkins formerly now mamideéoman by the
name of Stephen Harris and | the said Ezra Gill one of the adiicgsJofsthe Peace in

and for the County and State aforesaid do further certify that thietkerabove Nancy
Jenkins was known by me to be a freeman of colour and Genttifgr that |1 gave him a
permit to leave this County for him to make a visit to Gilford County sometime in the
summer of 1835. In witness whereof | have hereunto set mnt&ehhthe day and date
above written.

Ezra Gill

State of N. Carolina
Wake County April Tday A.D. 1838

| Peleg S. Rogers one of the acting Justices of the Peace in amatydst@te aforesaid do
certify that that the above is true to the best of my knowledge andnuefigfy concur
with the above Certificate.

Peleg S. Rogers

State of N. Carolina
Wake County April eday 1838

William Laues one of the acting Justices of the Peace for the Couttyafof&tsaid do
certify that | have been acquainted with Jemerson Jenkinsii® Qigdley for several years
and they have passed for free people and further | believe theefnet® to the best of my
knowledge. Given under my hand this day as the above day & date

William Laues [Laws]

Jamerson Jenkins | have complied with your request byigmaifdrther | can state that
your mother is very desirous you would come back to thisy@mahalso | want you as
soon as this get to hand to write me a letter and let me knowtlfabyaaffairs. April
16h day 1838

Jas M. Mangum

* At his death in 1854, James Manuel Mangum was one afe¢héhiest men in North Carolina and the owner ofl24es. He was
born December 28, 1796 in the New Light Townshiphan \Wake/Granville County line in North CarolinaXohn and Sarah
Mangum. He was a third generation Wake/Granvilletan. Not much is known of Jamg&arly life. On September 27,
1816, James married Lydia Ferrell in Wake County. Lydig tlva daughter of Hezekiah Ferrell. She brougatgelamount of
land (inherited from her father) into the marriagéisTand is where they would eventually build tHeme. James and Lydia
had six children. In 1838, James Mangum was electélgetdNorth Carolina House of Commoriarésent day North Carolina
House of RepresentatiyesHe was re-elected to the same post again in.1@4ter leaving the House of Commons in 1842,
James was elected Brigadier General of the 17th Brigétth Division of the North Carolina Militia. Jamgied on November
22, 1854. At the time of his death, James was one ofi¢adthiest men in all of North Carolina. He owneasdtjover 1,000
acres of land, which put him in the top 99%2 percéhtifellow North Carolinians and, being a man df tiines, also ownea4
slaves, which put him in the top 97 percent of alltNdZarolina slave owners. In his will, James allottedshases to his
children by name and tried to keep children witkittmothers (unlike his father, who ordered his sla%edued” and divided
into six lots for his heirs).
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The responses have a remarkable tone. The responders convey a sense of respect for
Jameson, Gilley and Nancy, people the responders obviously knew weld XV DOVR GLVSOD\\
a personal, almost father-like solicitude 3, ZDQW \RX DV VRRQ DV WKLV JHW WR ¥
OHWWHU DQG OHW PH NQRZ DOO DERXW \\RXW FPIRDMMKHMU" LV «YXUWW
desirousyouwout FRPH EDFN WR WKLV &RXQWU\ =~ <RXU PRWKHU ZDQW
and let me know what you are doing. There seems to be no retribution or concéamtésbn
PRYHG RQ WR ,QGLDQD OHDYLQJ KLV KRPH IRU JRREZDVQG GRLQ.
stated in the permit.

The responses also raise many questions. Had Jameson lost his papers that had been
given to him before leaving New Light Township? Where in Indiana was Jameson liviég8n 1
when he apparently made this request? Janfgsoother, Nancy Jenkins Harris, was probably
living in Wake County in 1838 as she is listed there in the 1840 census. If héviwgsin
Indiana, did that state require that he file his evidence of freedom? Dic hidfitertificate in
Indiana and, if so, where? Why did he record this document in Illinois on Mard828? A
copy of the Sangamon County, lllinois, Recorfidrandwritten transcription of this certificate
may be found on the inside of the front cover page.

Significance of the Freedom Papers and Certificates of Freedom in Free States

Living in a free state did not guarantee freedom for African Amerieaes African Americans
could be kidnapped and sold into slavelBscaped slaves were forced back into captivity by
increasingly stringent fugitive slave laws.

Freedom papers and certificates of freedom were documents evidencing theeeefstat
African Americans. These papers were very important beciesepeople of colorlived with
the constant fear of being kidnapped and sold into slavery. Freedom Paperspdueel status
of a person and served as a legal affidaltitvas prudent for free people of color to file papers
attesting to their free status with the office of the county recordereafsderiling with the deeds
office protected African Americans from the loss, theft, or destructiongihal documents. W
too frequent were the situations where slave catchers confiscated or deswegednf papers to
force free African Americans into lives of bondage.

African Americans were required in many states to register proof offteeistatus with
the county government. The documentation could take the form of copies of manumission
papers, Free Negro Registers, Certificates of Freedom, or affidavitsngtims&$§ birth to a free
woman. Without such proof, free persons of color risked abduction and enslavemeiri,tkeen
North. These registers not only provided protection for free African Americans but also helped to
prevent slaves from passing as free people.

As increasing numbers of people flooded westward into the Northwest Teduong
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. In 1804, Ohio pAskdd blatk\aws o
curtail the rash of fugitive slaves entering its borders in searcheefidm. The Ohio laws
required all African Americans and mulattoes residing in the state to reisteselves and their
children with the county clerg office and to provide proof of their free status. Registered slaves
were required to pay the office for a certificate confirming freedompl&yers were forbidden
by law to hire any non-certificate-holding black or mulatto.

Both Indiana (1816) and lllinois (1818) followed the Ohio policy ofngyto prevent

African American immigration by passing laws requiring African Americahs moved into the
state to produce legal documents verifying that they were free and posting bond to guarantee thei
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good behavior. The bond requirements ranged as high as $1,000, which was prohibitiest for
African Americans in those days. African Americans who violated the law faced punishments.

Birth of Aquilla Ann Watkins in Indiana
(1838-_ )

Aquilla Ann Watkins was born in Indiana in 1888She was the daughter of Elizabeth
Pellum Watkins and her husband at that time. Aquilla was a mulatto. sister was Jane
Watkins and her brother was Bellfield. In 1867, she would marry William Wright.

Sometime After 18382 Death of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins$ Husband

Sometime after the birth of Aquilla Ann Watkins or perhaps even beforeitthr
Unknown Watkins disappears from the life of his wife, Elizabeth Pellum Watkhd.he die?
Did they divorce? Did he run away? Did she run away?

1840

Birth of William La Rue Florville®
(1840-1921)

On March 10, 1840, William and Phoebe Rounkeeville had their fifth child, William
La Rue, who was born in Springfield, lllinoisn 1861, William would marry Nancy H. Jenkins,
the daughter of Jameson and Elizabeth A. Pellum Jenkins.

Jane and Gus Pellum Residing in Greensville County, Virginia in the 1840 Census

The 1840 census of Greensville County, Virginia, lists Jane Pellum and her husband Gus.
Jane was listed as a 40-year-old mulatto who was born in Virginia in 1800 anéesping

. . . 62
house. Her parents were born in Virginia. Gus was listed as a mulatto.

Merger of Families
Marriage of Jameson Jenkins and Elizabeth Pellum Watkins in Rush County, Indiana

Jameson (Jamison) Jenkins and Elizabeth Ann Pellum Wadkins (Watkins) weesl mar
on October 6, 1840, in Rush County, IndidheElizabeth was the daughter of Jane Pellum and
Unknown Pellum. This was the second marriage for both. (It is still not known what happened to
-DPHVRQTV ILU\Wwo ElizbHH WIKOTVHNLUVW KXWEDQG OU :DWNLQV

* Register Friday, October 9, 1891, b.

61
The surname Florville is spelled variously in docutaesf historical interest. The most common spellinggeafrom the French
de Fleurville,” Fleurville” to Florville.” Here, | have chosen to use the last and most commeaty choice with regard to
the Florville " family of Springfield, lllinois.

** Family History Library,Film 125368, NA Film Number T9-1368, Page Numb&:
* web.isl.lib.in.us/INMarriages1850/marriages_dispdap?ID=146989
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Marriage of James Blanks and Martha Ann Pellum

Before 1842, James Blanks married Martha Ann Pellum, the daughter of Jane Pellum and
Unknown®*

By these two marriages the two familiés the Jenkins family from North Carolina and
the Blanks family from Virginia? were merged.

Quaker Disagreements Over Abolition

During the 1840s and 1850s, Indiana Quakers split over the issue of abolition.
Abolitionist Quakers wrote for the abolitionist journals and founded and joinelitiast
societies to the great dismay of more moderate Quakéost conservative Quakers thought this
was against the Quaker notion of appropriate quiet and retiring demeanor. They thaugh
brought far too much notoriety to these members and disrupted the notiatypsarvalued by
Friends.

In 1842, Levi Coffin and other influential Friends were disciplined by the Quadima
Yearly Meeting for their outspoken and very public behavior relating to slavery.néitalay
the Meeting welcomed slave owner Henry Clay as an honored guest. Outraged:stee/ery
Quakers formed the Indiana Yearly Meeting of Anti-Slavery Friends. The orthodox Friersls
Iuch grieved E\ WKH V% BhAMhel aVfoEthe most part, became abolitionists. That
year the Indiana Yearly Meeting of Anti-Slavery Friends dissolved and most merejoéned

the orthodox Indiana Yearly Meetifg.
1842-1844
Motivation for the Move to Springfield, Illinois

In about 1842, the Blanks family moved to Springfield and the Jenkins family followed
in 1844. There had to be a significant event or events that causedaimndies to leave the
Beech Settlement in Indiana after having lived there for about nine years. Beeatellvas
established as an African American community of people with commoonsdsr migrating
from the South to Indianalt was comfortably nestled near the Quaker community of Carthage
and the Quakers there accepted African Americans and moBetch. The Jenkins and Blanks
families were probably treated well within this community. We wéler know exactly why
they chose to move 260 miles west to Springdfield, lllinois.

We do know that the Indiana laws were becoming stram African Americans and that
the Indiana Quakers were arguing among themselves about the extent of theirfeuggndan
American civil rights. Did these factors prompt the move to lllinoifd they know a
Springfield African American family or person who encouraged them to ¢onSpringfield?
We do know that there were other African Americans who migrated freectBSettlement to

o There is no record of the marriage in thdiana State Library Genealogy Database: Marriages thtoi§50

* Quakers in Indiana in the Nineteenth Centheryl Vanderstel+ RRVLHU )DLWKV $ +LVWRU\ Rl ,QGLDQDTV &KXUF
Groups L. C. Rudolph, Bloomington, Indiana University Pre$895, pp. 203-205.Quakers in the Old Northwesthomas
Hamm, n.d., unpublished, Conner Prairie Archives, GivadA.
www.connerprairie.org/Learn-And-Do/Indiana-Histdkpierica-1860-1900/Quakets-Indiana.aspx Quakers and African
Americans Brycchan Carey and Geoffrey Pla@kiakers and Abolitionvas published by University of lllinois Press on March
31, 2014. http://www.brycchancarey.com/bookshopfga.h
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lllinois -- Rev. Henry Brown to Springdfield, lllinois, and Stanton Brown to New Philadelphia in
Pike County, lllinois.
1842

James Blanks and Family Move to Springfield, lllinois

In about 1842, the Blanks family moved to Springfield. The 260 mile move Bexuh
Settlement to Springfield was probably made in horse-drawn wagons in the fathefterar§
crops were in and the roads were dry and dusty. Their wagons would hasd ablrof their
worldly goods. The route taken was probably in part along what is now called the ioidaNat
Road. It then was a crude highway carved through forests and across prairies frival cen
Indiana to central lllinois. As many as 200 wagons a day passed through towns along the route.

What would the trip have been like? Would they have been well received alongythe w
or would they have had their freedom papers handy in the event they were challenged?

The Jameson Jenkins family did not move at this time, but did so after thefliitancy
H. Jenkins in 1844.
1844

Birth of Nancy H. Jenkins in Indiana
(1844-1921)

Nancy H. Jenkins, the mulatto daughter of Elizabeth Pellum and Jameson Jenkins, was

born in Indiana in 184, 6KH ZDV SUREDEO\ QDPHG IRU -DPHVRQYVY PRWKH
Wake County, North Carolina.

Jameson Jenkins and Family Move to Springfield, Illinois

Since 1835, Jameson Jenkins had led a life that was symbiotic with sympathetic Quakers.
He was accepted as an African American and was freed by Quakers movingrttinon the
Underground Railroad.-DPHVRQ QRW RQO\ KDG WKH SUDFWLFDO NQRZOH
Underground Railroad, but also the Quakers had also taught Jameson how to be an Underground
Railroad conductor. Jameson now [eiis zone of comfort and moved into a community that
was largely absent of Quaker virtues and values. In the spring of 1844sh@aving into a
small lllinois village inhabited by a diverse mix of Southerners, Northerners and forergn bor

Indiana Timeline

Circa 1835 1835 1838 1840 Pre 1841 Circa 1842 Circa 1844
Elizabeth Birth of t]ame;:on Jenkm:Marriage Marriage of James Blan} Birth of Nancy H.
Pellum Bellfield in Indiana of Jameson  James Blanks anc and Martha Jenkins in Indianc
Watkins Watkins Rfequesdts Copy Jenkins and  Martha Ann Ann Pellum
Family of Freedom Elizabeth Pellum in Illinois Jenkins Family
Moves to Papers Ann Pellum Moves to lllinois
Indiana Birth of Aquilla

Ann Watkins

The 1850 census lists her as a six year old who was born in Indiana.
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Making A New Home in Springfield
,OOLQRLVY %ODFN &RGH

, Q ,OOLQRLV ZDV DGPLWWHG LQWR WcKting@ aRQ DV D 3IU
free blacks were oppressed by a series of restrictive state laws that deniefdirtiamental
freedoms. These lllinois Black Laws (also known as Black Codes) were observed from 1819 -
1865. Under these laws, blacks could not vote; testify or bring suit against whbités,not
gather in groups of three or more without risk of being jailed or beaten, and coaktvein the
militia and thus were unable to own or bear arms. Blacks living irsthie were required to
obtain and carry a Certificate of Freedom; otherwise, they were presumed to be slaves.

,OOLQRLVYT %ODFN /DZV Zhts&indlyda® th® Oriite€d Stafes Congress
ended the legal institution of slavery with the passage of the 13th Amentment

1840
Springfield African Americans Living in White Households: 1840

African Americans were a part of the Springfield population from the bewjnnirhe
ILUVW VHWWOHUYV WKH .HOO\ IDPLO\ EURXWKWEMKRQUQD/ QDY H
Following the Kellys in the 1820s and 1830s, the earliest Springfield settlers were fisincipa
from the upland south. They brought the customs and mores of that regiohenittand those

became the predominant culture of early Springfiéld.

The 1840 population of Springfield was 2,579About 4.4% of the total populatio
(115) were African Americans. The 1840 census divided the 115 Springfield Africaricams
into two categorie? 36ODYH  DQG 3)UHH &RORUHG =~ 78BMeHandHUH ILYH L

110 D \Frée Colored”
The census listed four Springfield residents having a total of¥laves -

1. -DPHV %HOO IKDKRRQHKIRI®PGOH 360DYH ~ DJH W R
- 7  sodiwahbidthad two African American male slaves age 10 to 24.
1LQLDQ :LUW (GZDUGVYV KRXVHRBRE®G KD RQH KRHDUIH 2B 0 R
Free Colored female, age 10 to 24. This was probably Hepsey, who was indentured
to Edwards in 1835.
:LOOLDP /HZLV OD\TV KRXVHKROG KDG RQH IHPDOH 360ODYH ~

o www.wttw.com/main.taf?p=76,4,3,4

¢ JRU D IXOO0O DFFRXQW RI $IULFDSU B BIULIAENEE R TV G SR@ QWL AA@& American
Populatin, Richard E. Hart, 2008. The book may be foundh@ Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library (ALPS-ZDE)
F896 S76 H3267Li; Lincolniana L2 H326Li. (Hereafteferred to aSpringfield African Americans

69 .
Chapin p. 14.

70 Historical Encyclopedia of lllinois and History ohfgamon Countyvol. 1, Newton Bateman and Paul Selby, editotsc&yo,
Munsell Publishing Company, 1912, p. 483. (Hereaftéerred to ad912 History) By 1840, there were 3,598 free African
Americans and 331%laves in lllinois. The 1840 United States Census was the dassus identifying some African
Americans asSlaves and others agree Colored.
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The 110 free colored may be further divided between the 29 free colored residing wit
white families and the 81 free colored with independent residence.

By the mid 1840s, the upland Southern cultural dominance of early Springditloelen
diluted by settlers from the Mid Atlantic and New England states. They brought a culture and life
style very different from that of the upland Southerners, but the two cuticegisted mostly in
harmony.

The most significant difference in the two cultures was their diffegitiudes toward
slavery and abolition. Several Springfield churches divided over these issues. SimgeBpr
residents were extreme abolitionists who actively participated in the UndergroiinoadRa
Some SpringfielldUHVLGHQWY FRXQWHQDQFHG 3VODY #UactobyQG FRQWLC
having African American servants indentured to them for a periodfma‘?% This diversity
encouraged tolerance and perhaps even acceptance. This was the cultural caldron thaighe Jenki
and Blanks families joined.The pot would come to a national political boil in 1860 with
Abraham Lincoln opposing Stephen A. Douglas in a run for the Presidency.

1842
Arrival in Springfield, lllinois of James and Martha A nn Pellum Blanks

It is probable that sometime in 1842, James Blanks and Martha Ann Pellum Blanks
moved from the small Indiana agricultural community of Beech Settleneei@ptingfield,
lllinois. Springfield was larger than Beech Settlement, but it wélsasmall trading and
governmental community that only recently had become the new capital ofslllinhist five
years earlier, Abraham Lincoln had made a similar move from the smalulagmal village of
New Salem to Springfield. The Springfield that greeted James and Martha Blaskthev
6SULQJILHOG RI $SEUDKDP /LQFROQYY HDUO\ GD\V WKHUH

What would the arrival in Springfield have been like? Whom did they first see and where
did they first stay? How did they earn a living as newcomers? What did Jdamés Ho in
Springfield? He appears to have had some money upon his arrival in Springfield.

James Blanks Buys Two Lots at
Ninth Street and Jackson Streets from William Elkin, Sheriff

On October 13, 1842, James Blanks purchased two lots at the southwest cornen of Nint

and Jackson Streets in Springfield, lllinois for $26(§.366They were probably vacant lots.
Perhaps the lots were used by the Blanks family as a garden or pasture for bovge® When
Abraham Lincoln purchased his home at Eighth and Jackson in 1844, it is most probaiee that
knew that James Blanks was the African American owner of these lots as they tiyecercer

from his new home. James owned these lots for 12 years, from 1842 untif 185dre is no
evidence that Blanks improved these lots during his 12 years of ownership.

71
Springfield African American®\ppendix .
: SeeSpringfield African American#ppendix G.
73
IRAD.

74 Lots 13 and 14, Block 11, E. lles Addition to SprinfifieSangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Record Book U, pp. 11 and
12. Jackson and"9Southwest CorneiPresent site of Lincoln Home National Pafkederal Census 1860 of Sangamon County,
lllinois, Springfield, Sangamon County Genealogical SoclE82, p. 124 (Hereafter referred tol860 Censu}
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1844: Lincoln Home

1842: Lots 13 & 14
Purchased by James Blankg

1854 Map of the Lincoln Home Area in Springfield, lllinois,
Showing the 1842 Purchase of Two Lots by James Blaftks

James Blanks Sues Edward F. Olds for $60.20

SF“:;LL‘.‘:&“S%'?‘"M,;?Z SRR e Gt ¥ On October 26, 1842, James Blanks obtained a wrl
/|James Blanks, plsinti ] . 7 . ) i
Ed..-.,.;‘.%"l.l:’:‘,fa.,dcr,mam';  § InAtteshnett. attachmerif from the Sangamon County Circuit Court ir

TICE g L id Fdward I%. Old . .
NiCe viit o aadhment s ein sued outorClesks st against Edward F. Olds, who owed Blanks $60.2
Oltice of the ClrcuLl Court of Smnﬁ\lmo;l igoﬁalnqa ]:If:u;u: . . : )
:';kf;{;::;i’?‘;.;_':,‘%‘-;‘_:;‘_:,‘;',f;‘i.‘;:;{m,a“ﬁ.‘?ﬂ,,:;gg';,{}:rlg,,; Thg Sheriff returned the writ with the notation that he |
B exveats, which s writ mis men v levied the attachment on lots number 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

turned by the said sherif in the said clerk’s office withan

endorsement thereon as follows, to wit: Levied this at- DQG LQ %ORFN LQ :KLWQH \
[ iy i ralog el b b gt | i il ; il
| ic;:réﬂ:,e{:l;‘!:z “‘*!“:'}"s“ ! .Jix&.-i.g I\ﬁ&:,m._., ,‘;‘t“.‘*‘?’iaé“ Olds was glven_untl Novem_ber 24,1842 FO give balil
R i Oltener iz, - Lermr SHEE - plead to the action. If he failed to do so, judgment wc
i Now, unless you, the said Edward F. Olds, shall be and .
appear elure the Judge ofthe said_cirenit courion the D@ given to Blanks and the property attached would be
SO D o il b e oot t ti the iud t The att for Blank
w:;;&;;;,gg;’i;i,ﬁ‘:[% sl T o satisfy the judgment. e attorneys for Blanks w
e ¥1id Jaimes Diauke, unt e property woasach: =dwards & Butterfield.
ed so)d 10 satiyfy thesyme.with costs. .
JOILY CALHOUN, clerk.

e . per J. H. Matheny, D.C.

Blwarls & Duttesfield; soles forplets 77 082

76
Journa/ Friday, November 11, 1842.

Wood, Joseph E. (Va.)(28). $0/$100. Maria K. a.j(28).
residence. Clementine (Va.)(12).
carpenter.

1860 City Directory 66 S. 9th, corner of Jackson. 1857 Improvement®. 7: A frame dwelling on corner of Jackson
and Ninth Streets; built and owned by J. Wood. G66tdollars.

75 City of Springfield, Sangamon Co., Jllsurveyed & published by Hart & Mapother C. E., & Atebts, 140 Pearl Street, New
York, in connection with M. McManus, City SurveyoB54.

" Journal Friday, November 11, 184, 3.
77
A writ of attachment is a court ord&#/ Bttéch” or seize an asset. It is issued by a court to a lawcamfent officer or sheriff.
The writ of attachment is issued in order to satisfydgiuent issued by the court. A prejudgment writ ttddament may be

used to freeze assets of a defendant while a legahast pending. Common grounds for obtaining a pgjoent writ of
attachment are that a defendant has committed fraihaiioa defendant is prepared to hide assets from a court.

* $600f 1842 dollars would be worth: $1,720 in 201#ttp://www.davemanuel.com/inflation-calculator.php
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Judgment Entered in Favor of James Blanks Against Edward F. Olds

On November 24, 1842, the Court entered judgment in favor of James Blanks against
Edward F. Olds in the amount of $62.76. The Court ordered a public sale of yproiptre
defendantEdward F. Olds to satisfy the judgment.

Thursday, November 24, 1842

James Blanks Plaintiff
Against Attachment
Edward F. Olds Defendant

This day comes the Plaintiff by his attorney and it appearingstatigifection of the Court that
publication has been made herein according to Laws Anddth2efendant being three times
solemnly called came not but made default. It is therefore cdnisydtve court that the Plaintiff
hath sustained damages by reason of the breach of promeélaintiff declaration mentioned.
But because those damages are unknown to the court. Itred digeg the Clerk made an
assessment and he having assessed the same to the sum of ®ikardwi seventy six cents
($62.76/100) and made the report thereof in writing which is apprdmethefcourt, and ordered
to be filed. It is therefore ordered and adjudged by the cduttethdaintiff recover of and from
the said Defendant the sum of Sixty-two Dollars & Seventy six cents (62.76/Ha0hathes

aforesaid in form aforesaid assessed, and also his costs heré. expende

And on motion of the Plaintiff by his attorney It is further ordéwaida special writ of fiere fascias
issue herein directed to the sheriff of Sangamon County Commanmditeg Sell the following
described property to satisfy said Judgment to wit: Lots Numb@) tthoee (3), four (4), five (5)
Six (6) Seven (7) Eight (8), thirteen (13) fourteen (14), fifteen (15) and sixteen (L &)dndBt(®),

LQ :KLWQH\ tvtieG&vn \WMawRaRy of Springfield).
1843
-DPHV %ODQNV 1DPHG LQ 6XLW WR (QIRUFH OHFKDQLF"

In May 1843, Consul Sampson and John Robinson filed a petition against Edward F.
20GV DQG -DPHV %ODQNV WR HQIRUFH D PHFKDQLFTV OLHQ

e s fo e M et el o o

S1ate of Lilinois, Sangsmon County,

Sangamon Circuit Court 10 July Term, 1843,
Consul Sampson and Jobn

] Rokindin, complainants, > Petition ro «nforco

mechanics' ien.

Vs,
Edward F, Olds and

James Blanks, defendns } )
| 'E"l‘ appearing by ffidavit on file in tho Clerk's office of
| this Court that Edwurd I%, Olds, one of ihe defen
‘dnuls in the above entitled cause, is not & resident of
\this State—natice is herchy given: to said Edward F.
; Olus that a petition toenforce mechanics’ licn hasbeen
| filed in said Clurk’s office against you and summons is.
sued thereon returneble 1o the July term of s1id court,—
{ Now unless you, the said Edward F, Qld«, shall ba snd
rnppmr befure the Judge of the Cireuit Court of Sangas

mon county, Tliinois, on the firkt day of the next term Y
thereof, Lo be holden at the Court House in Springfield,
Illinois, on the 4th Monday of July next, and snswer lo
the complainants’ eaid petition, the allegations thereol
will be faken as canfersed agalnst you, and judgment en~
tered accordingly, JOHN CALHOUN,
May 11,1848, Clerk San, Circuit Court, |
A, Camypliell, gol . 5 I

-DPHV %ODQNV 6XHG 3HWLWLRQ WR (QIRUFH OHFKDQLF-V /LHQ
Journal Thursday, June 1, 184?23.

79 Sangamon County Circuit Court Recordél. G [Accession No. 4/0092/01], p. 513, NovemBdr 1842. Sangamon County

Circuit Court Judgment Document, Vol. B., 1839-1848dession No. 4/0200/01], pp. 140-14RAD.
% Journal Thursday, June 1, 1843,3.
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James Blanks Dismissed as a Defendantin SuittoQ I RUFH OHFKDQLFYV /LHQ

Consul Sampson  Plaintiff

John Robinson

Against Petition For Mechasitien

Edward F. Olds Defendant

James Blanks

This day came the plaintiff by their attorney, and dismissed ithes teuthe defendant
Blanks.

Wednesday, November 15, £843
1844

Abraham Lincoln Buys House at Eighth and Jackson Streets

On Tuesday, January 16, 1844, Abraham Lincoln, age 35, and the Reverend Charles
Dresser made a contract for the sale to Lincoln of Dr&skeuse at Eighth and Jackson Streets.
Lincoln agreed to pay Dresser $1,200 in cash and to convey a lot in the businessthatti

Lincoln and Stephen T. Logan had acquired two years eXrlier.

Home of Abraham Lincoln at the Northeast Corner of 8th and Jackson Streets Circa 1844

Arrival in Springfield of Jameson and Elizabeth Pellum Jenkins and Family

By sometime in 1844, Jameson and Elizabeth Pellum Jenkins and their faroibj,af t

seven, had moved from Rush County, Indiana to Springeﬁelltzh.meson had two horses (one grey
and one sorrel mare) and a wagon. The family would have consisted of:

1. Jameson, husband, age 36;

2. Elizabeth Ann Pellum, wife, age 37;

3. Jane Watkins, ElizabethV | L UV WbhychBrAiisknverHdde, age 12;

4. Bellfield Watkins, Elizabetl$ son by her first marriage, born in 1835, age nine. He
was sometimes called Bellfield Jenkins

& Sangamon County Circuit Court Recsrd/ol. H [Accession No. 4/0092/01], p. 110, Novemb®r1843.IRAD.

? Lincoln Day By Day, A Chronology 1809-18@5arl Schenck Miers, Editon-Chief, Morningside, Dayton, Ohio, 199,212.
(Hereafter referred to d3ay By Day) Sale Contract by Charles Dresser and Abraham lindd January 1844Collected
Works of Abraham Linco)Ji/ol. 1, p. 331, The Abraham Lincoln Association, grs University Press, New Brunswick, New
Jersey, 1955(Hereafter referred to @ollected Workg

* Register Friday, October 9, 1891, p.
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5. Aquilla (Quilly) Ann Watkins, Elizabet/$ second daughter by her first marriage, born
in 1838, age six;

6. Nancy H. Jenkins, James and Elizalfetraughter born in 1844, less than one year
old.

It is unknown when Jane Pellum, Elizab&tthother, came to Illinois. In the 1840
census of Virginia, Jane and Gus Pellum were residing in Greensville Countyja/irgane was
listed as a 40-year-old mulatto who was born in Virginia in 1800 and vegsngehouse. Her
parents were born in Virginia. Gus is listed as a mufattdowever, Jane was born in 1787. She
would have been 53 years old.

Where did they first live?They needed room for horses that pulled at least one wagon,
for a garden, and a barn and fenced area for horses.

Jameson Jenkins Has Letter at Post Office

The December 12, 1844 edition of theurnallisted letters remaining at the post office
RQ 'HFHPEHU 7KH QDPH 3- > HQNLQV  ZDV LQ WKH OLVW

1845
James Blanks Loans $50 to William H. Butler

On July 17, 1845, William H. Butler, a 20-year-old Springfield African Amerivhon
had been born in Kentucky in about 1825, borrowed $50 from James Blanks, who was then 33
years-old. As security for the one-year loan, Butler gave Blanks his dark samelcalled
Music who was eight or nine years old and his light sorrel horse withza Fdce and two white
hind feet called Bill who was four or five yeaR O G 7KH ORDQ GRFXPHQW ZDV VLJQ|
by William H. Butler and was witnessed by William H. Herndon, who was théaw partner

with Abraham Lincoln”
A little information about William H. Butler follows.

On October 13, 1838, African American barbers Titus Kirkpatrick and WillianteBu
advertised in thdournalthat they had formed a partnership. Butler was from Washington City
and was a practiced barber.

On January 18, 1846, William H. Butler married Diana Devillah (DuVall/Deville).

On June 14, 1850, eight Springfield African American men, H. W. Baylor, S. S. Ball.
Thomas Cox, James Blanks, Jno. Jackson, Wm. Baker, Wm. H. Butler, and Aaron Dyer, the
Trustees of theColored School, signed aJournal newspaper announcement of a public supper
to raise money for th&Colored School was to be held at the Colored Baptist Church.

* Family History Library,Film 1255368, NA Film Number T9-1368, Page Number
* Journal Thursday, December 12, 1844 3.
% Sangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Record Book X, pp. 18-18RAD.
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In 1850, the Auditor noted that William H. Butler whitewashed the femoend the
Square.

By August 1852, William H. Butler was cleaning the privy pots at the State Cagitel.
got $32 for emptying them eight times. Butler, about 37, was a black labdnea sritall family.
He had been born in Kentucky and owned $200 worth of real €state.

Daniel Callahan and William Butler are mentioned as station keepeng amderground
UDLOURDG LQ *OHQ QheWihdeigrplnd Rairoad ¥aUllRakU 1 vV

1846
The Lincoln Family

Edward Baker Lincoln was born at the Lincoln Home on March 10, 1846.

On August 3, 1846, Abraham Lincoln was elected to a seat in the United StatessHouse
Representatives, as part of the Thirtieth Congress, as a candidate of the Whighzarty. T
was the only United States Congressional seat he ever held.

The first remodeling of the Lincoln Home occurred. The Lincolns addeeiroom and a
88
pantry to the back of the home.

Jameson Jenkins Records Certificate of Freedom in Sangamon County, lllinois

In the spring of 1846, Jameson left two public documents that are not onliingvkat also
are circumstantial evidence that something was going on in his life that relquiréol record his
certificate of freedom and to borrow $125 and pledge his horses and wagon as securitist He m
have been financially pressed to have pledged his means of making a living for a than i
substantial amount of $125.

On March 28, 1846, Jameson Jenkins, age 38, recordé@dntificate of Freedormwith
the Sangamon County Recorder of De&dsThis was the certificate quoted at page 9 and
acquired by Jameson in 1838 while living in Indiana. For further discussion Gkttiécate of
Freedom, see page 24.

Jameson Jenkins Borrows $125 From George W. Lowrey
and Pledges Wagon and Horses as Security For Loan

On May 12, 1846, Jamison Jenkins borrowed £1aHm George W. Lowrey and
pledged two horses, wagons, and a double harness as collateral for repayment in oha year

& The Underground Railroad in lllinojsGlennette Tilley Turner, Glen Ellyn, lllinois, Nevam Educational Publishing, 2001, pp. 35

and 80.
¢ Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Lincoln Chronglo
http://iwww.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/lincolnchrdogy.htm

* Sangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Record Book 4, p. 21, Deed Book AA, 2§4-85. IRAD.

% 2012 purchasing power: from $3,870 to $63,600. A ErRurchasing Power Calculator would say the relatalee is $3,870.00
This answer is obtained by multiplying $125 by thecpatage increase in the CPI from 1846 to 20if30ou want to compare
the value of a $125.000mmaodityin 1846 there are three choices. In 2012 theivetat
real priceof that commodity is $3,870.00

35


http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/edwardlincoln.htm

Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks
Making A New Home in Springfield

promissory note with interest at the rate of 6% per annum. This was aawgeyadmount of
money to borrow. What did he do with this money?

Jamison Jenkins
to Mortgage
George W. Lowry [Died on January 3, 1860 at age 37] Who was he?

This Indenture Made and entered into this Twelfth day of May yeahef our Lord
eighteen hundred and forty-six between Jamison Jenkins of thed@angamon and
State of lllinois ___ of the first part and George W. Lowrey of théyGdu®angamon and
State of lllinois ___ the second party Witnesseth, that tharsgidf the first part for and
in consideration of the sum of one hundred twenty five dokais @eants in hand paid the
receipt whereof is hereby Acknowledged do hereby grant bargsefl &hél unto the
said party of the second part his heirs and assigns forever __the following described
goods and chattels to wit Two horses wagons doublsshaore grey Horse, one Sorrel
mare® **

1847

James Blanks Buys Lot on Eighth Street from John A. Mason

On November 13, 1847, James Blanks, age 39, bought a lot on the east side of South

Eighth Street from John A. Mason for $2%2The lot was a half block south of the Lincoln home
and was where Jameson Jenkins and his family would eventually live.

Sixth

Seventh

Lot purchased by James Blank
Jameson Jenkins Residence

Edwards C o ackson(;
1867 Reuter Perspective Map: Eighth Street From Cook Street to North of Jackson Street
Showing Location of Property Where Jameson Jenkins Livad

labor valueof that commodity is $29,700.00 (using the unskilley@) or $59,500.00 (using production worker comg@rga
income valuef that commodity is $63,600.06DPXHO + :LOOLDPVRQ 36HYHQ :!IDMM WWIROXRPEIXWH WKH 5H
'ROODU $PRXQW WR SUH \261@ Wiwv.ioéhfukingwolrtRcbm/ddompare/

. Sangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Record Book 4, p. 21, Deed Book AA, 24-85. IRAD.

? Lot 5, Block 11, E. lles Addition to SpringfieldWarranty Deed, dated February 18, 1888ngamon County Recorder of Deeds
Deed Record Book AA, pp. 20 and.2IRAD.

% Springfield, Illinois 1867.Perspective map oriented with north toward the upgét. A. Ruger, Chicago, Chicago Lithographing
Co, 186 Call Number G4104.S5A3 1867.R8. Repository dipprof Congress, Geography and Map Division, Wasbmg

D.C. 20540-4650 USA dcu Digital |d g4104s pm00188&tp:Hhdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104s.pm001880 Library @bngress
Catalog Number 73693374
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1848
James and Martha Ann [Pellum] Blanks Sell Lot to Nancy Jenkins

On February 18, 1848, James and Martha Ann [Pellum] Blanks, Elizabeth Pellum
Jenkins§ sister, sold a lot on the east side of Eighth Street, between Jackson and Edegis]s Str
one-half block south of the Lincoln home, to Nancy Jenkins for $20ds not evident that there
was a house on the lot at this tme.DPHY VLIQHG WKH GHHG DQG ODUWKD SO
signature, thus revealing that James could write and Martha could not. Who phéallfidris not
revealed. Perhaps Jameson used the money he borrowed from George W. Lowrey to make part
of this payment.

Nancy was the four-year-old daughter of Jameson and Elizabeth Jenkins. See the map
above for the location of the lot. Blanks had purchased the lot onlyrfonths earlier for $212.
Why did Blanks convey the lot to Nancy? Perhaps because of Jafh#s@ivement in the
Underground Railroad, he feared that such activity might cause him to some civil or
criminal liability. In turn that could result in the real estate beéakgn away from him if title
were in his name.

There may have been other reasons. Me
-DPHVRQYV ZLIH ZDQWHG W
event of a divorce. Later when the family mov
to 14th and Adams, title to real estate there
WDNHQ LQ WKH QDPH RI (O
IRU KHU OLIH DQG XSRQ (O
It would seem that whatever the reason in 1¢
Site of the J;‘}en Jenkins House it continued_ until 1865. Nancy owned tl
on South Eighth Street property until September 1, 1865.

T v _147;;_.,—'3-:5}}:},;:

Elizabeth P. Jenkins and Jameson Jenkins
Received into Membership of Second Presbyterian Church

On September 2, 1848, Elizabeth Pellum Jen
transferred her church membership from the Colc

Methodist Church of Springfield (AMﬁs)to the Seconc
Presbyterian Church, now Westminster Presbytel
Two months later on November 5, 1848, Jame
Jenkins was received into the same church on profe:

> 27 "fz-::.':'.-,; H 96
of faith.
Second Presbyterian Church Built Circa 183¢

* Lot 5, Block 11 E. lles Addition.Sangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Book AA, pp. 284-285IRAD. On June 2, 1838,
Lincoln paid Elijah lles and his wife $300 for Lots twe and thirteen in Block seven, Elijah li§&ddition to the Town of
Springfield. ...The lots were in the center of the klacross the street from the Lincoln home. Both of thaséhe retained for
a number of years.

% Another early church was located at 4th and Masoge®&t. ... Henry Brown famous for years as the Methpdimcher of the old
school

% Minutes of the Second Presbyterian Chyrdfestminster Presbyterian Church, Walnut and Edwand=ts, Springfield, lllinois.
(Hereafter referred to adlinutes of the Second Presbyterian Chuychn May 1835, 30 members of the First Presbyterian
Church of Springfield left the church over the issdeslavery and formed a new church, known as thei8& Presbyterian
Church (now Westminster Presbyterian Church). Mdshe 30 were New Englanders, and their new church kmawn not
only as the Second Presbyterian Church but alsotsoeeas the abolitionist churchistory of Sangamon County, Illingis
Inter-State Publishing Company, Chicago, 18810p. §Hereafter referred to 4881 History)
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Jameson Jenkins and the Underground Railroad
Springfield § Underground Railroad

By 1841, Springfield was an active Underground Railroad station. Not much has been
ZULWWHQ DERXW WKLV DVSHFW RI /LQFRQ®@T S8 DABW LK) IW KK ® L EHX
number of transplanted New England abolitionists as well as African Amerigamsding
Jameson Jenkins. In fact its existence may have influenced Jenkins to movedgéiekpri In
RUGHU WR XQGHUVWDQG WKH LPSRUWDQFH Bit@helpMIDVSHFW RI
know a bit about some of the other Springfield conductors on the Underground Railroad.

Members of Second Presbyterian Church

In a 1916 speech to the Presbyterian Synod of Illinois, Clinton L. Conkling, a friend of
Lincoln and an elder of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, made these observations:

After a while a stream of immigrants came from New York and New Englandvefédeti-

slavery in feeling and practice. Springfield became one of the stimamaérground route as

it was called, between bondage and freedom; between Kentudkssand, the dwelling of the

VODYH DQG &DQDGD WKH KDYHQ RRURYXW RZQ6PWKEEWDY - VI XRICA\GN
boys) was once spoiled because during the preceding nijghtfaingily horse was used to take a

runaway slave to the station further north on this undergrouncnouteas not returned in time

for the boys to use him.

$ KLVWRU\ RI :HVWPLQVWHU &KXUFK VWDWHV WKDW 30R
home was a station on the Underground Railway, the organization which helped rstaeay
HVFDSH WR &DQDGD °

Luther N. Ransom

Luther N. Ransom, a white man, was one of the Springfield conductors on the
Underground Railroad. In 1840, he moved to Springfield with a group of 53 New England
abolitionists who settled west of Springfield at Farmington where they coddsmteral stations
on the Underground Railroad/ XWKHUfV SDUWLFLS DMdemgrQund Raid@&td sQJILHOG |\
evidenced by a St. Louisslé RZQHUTV 2FWREHU KDQGELOO RIIHULQJ
return of an African American woman, Rittea or Henrietta Jones, and her chitheha, age
six, Sarah, age four, and James, age Wb QG KHU KXVEDQG 1LFKRODV D 3IUHH
336 " DW WKH HQG RI WKH KDQGELOO VWDWHG WKBPRMWQYIRPWHD LC
boarding house, at Springfield Ill., on yesterday morninguther operated a boarding house

near the Globe Taveard it was this location that is referred to in the handbill.
In April 1843, Luther Ransom wrote to William Lloyd Garrison of Liteerator:

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., April, 1843.

MY BROTHER:

Although you are personally unknown to me, yet my spirit has for yeansnuned with
your spirit, as | have from week to week perused your invaluable pffapighted as it
has been with humanity. | have long desired to see your face in thebilésts, probably
this privilege will never be granted me, | have concluded to send youathistion,

¥ Early Settlers of Sangamon Couniphn Carroll Power, Springfield, Illinois, 1876,993. (Hereafter referred to Bewer)
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thinking that coming from these sectarian, pro-slavery, man-killing ehttecearth, it
may somewhat encourage you in your warfare against these giant evils that afflict and
curse our earth.

| have been partly induced to write you that | might unburthen my neinghe who
knows how to sympathize with those situated as | am. The population of this aityr
three thousand, and there are nine organized churches, calling themselves ,clrtistian
have each their spiritual guide, besides a number of clergymen engaged pucthés;

but of the whole number, there is but one that has the moral courage to fore¢laehn
congregation against the horrible sin of oppression, and that one théemafighe
colored church. Of all the white clergymen in this city, there is but one thahoalslf

an abolitionist, and he disclaims being a Garrison abolitionist. You know wHat tha
declaration means. There are, as you would naturally conclude from tve ab
statements, but a very few abolitionists in the city, and | am, on accomyt oltraisms,

as they are pleased to call them, regarded as you are by the new organizedtthird pa
abolitionists of the country, a crazy infidel. If, however, the priesifyou advocate be
infidelity, the term infidel will soon stand for a friend of God and man.

This is a bitter pro-slavery, revengeful community; a majority are frimwebolding
States, who have, as they profess, left to get rid of the evils of slavany; oh whom,
before leaving, sold their human chattels, or hired them out to others, araaliging

or speculating upon the money they received for the bodies anddadahisir brethren,
for whom Christ poured out his own precious blood on the crd$®e rest are mostly
adventurers from different parts of the globe, who have naahityin their hearts, at
least for the poor slave. What | have stated in reference to this comnsutrie with
regard to the entire middle and southern portions of this State. Themqgptrt is much
better; there are more abolitionists, though political partyism is doing itk wb
destruction there. The greatest proportion of abolitionists in this State aaeoin df
political action; yet there are a few who rely upon moral means for the mwertf
slavery. | an contributing what little of influence an individual unaccustomed to writing
or public speaking has, in the moral warfare that is waging against all oppreassto
only that of the bodies, but of the souls of my fellow-men, whichneasinfrequently
endangered my personal safety. | have very frequently the higfasiidis of helping
DORQJ WKH IXJLWLYH IURP WKH pSDW Urbr® asFa 80@thbQ VW LW XWLRQ 1
Louisiana. This service is attended with great hazard, as our State laws areveeey s
against those who obey God in this particular. | was for twenty years aemeimthe
Presbyterian church, but about two years since, | withdrew from thaecioom on
account of its anti-christian character; and what is true of that, is truetbé afganized
sects of this slavery-accursed country. | mean not only negro slégrgovernmental
and ecclesiastical slavery.

| rejoiced greatly when you and your coadjutors raised the standarch&®eNistance. It
was the first intimation that | had of there being others who believed with mystiabn
subject. | regret much the suspension of the Non-Resistant, and tihgtayeer has not
as frequently now as formerly a department for thestpisedbut Christ-like doctrine. |
am fully satisfied that slavery in some form will continue to exist, until that finstiple
of the religion of Christ is embraced and lived out in our world. Aad/, my brother,
permit me to say, that you are not altogether consistent with your principldsson
subject. If | have understood you, you hold that nations have ove mght than
individuals to employ physical force in overcoming evil, and that every ithaiy who
casts a vote, directly sanctions slavery and war and that you abstain fing) from the
conviction that it is morally wrong. Now, how can you direct others in wigainer they
should do that which you cannot do yourself, which you do whensay to voting
abolitionists, Vote for freedom? To me it appears like saying to theofaar, War is
wrong you ought not to fight, but if you will fight, fight for freah. Again, | see no
inconsistency in petitioning Legislatures for the repeal of laws; but | do see great

39



Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Jameson Jenkins and the Underground Railroad

inconsistency in non-resistants asking for the enactment of any law, euggh thwe

object sought to be attained be ever so desirable or right in itself. Gattlad the

guestion in reference to doing evil that good may come. It appears thainwe need

not be afraid of the consequences of carrying out, to their fullest extemooresistant

SULQFLSOHY 7UXH ZH PD\ EH FKDUJHG E\ WKHWWSDIURM\ DEROLW
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW 1 deQightikg Kol hibriafrfre@dérR and for God may be

UHGXFHG WR DV VPDOO D QXPEHU DV ZDV *LGHRQYV \HW LW ZLO(
the heaven-ordained meanstafth andlove. In conclusion, were | to give you a full

narrative of my sentiments, feelings and purposes, | could do it in neavesell as by

transcribing the letter of Joseph Barker of England.

| remain, dear Sir,
Yours for universal human freedom,

L. N. RANSOM?®
Springfield African American Underground Railroad Conductors

Not all of the Springfield conductors on the Underground Railroad were white New
England abolitionists. Jameson Jenkins was one of at least four Springfigl@nAAmerican
conductors on the Underground Railroad who assisted many runaway slaves on their trips north
from Springfield. The other three were William K. Donnegan, Rev. Henry Brown anghA
Dyer. A little about each will give one an idea of the scope of the tgctiviSpringfield and
enough evidence to conclude that Abraham Lincoln must have known of its existence.

William K. Donnegan

William K. Donnegan, an African American, was born in Kentucky circa 1832, and came
to Springfield in 1845. In 1858, he was living on the north side of Jefferson Stree¢ebet
Eighth and Ninth Streets, just five blocks north of the Lincoln home. Donnegan was a shoemaker
with a shop on the north side of Adams Street, between Seventh Street Batlib Square, just
a block east of the Lincoln & Herndon law offices. He made shoes and boots fdraibr
Lincoln.

:LOOLDP . 'RQOHRD@UWFHQFH RI KLV SDUWLFLSDWLR
Underground Railroad was published in the Old Settlers Department of the May 1898 edition of
6 SUL QJThéraigiqRatron 'RQQHJIJDQTY UHPLQLVFHQFH GHVHUYHV D FRE

Most old people will remember, and many young ones have read in their séstooiles about the
FHOHEUDWHG 38QGHUJURXQG 5DLOZD\V" HVWD BOK B $fadapy tfdysURXIKRXW
before the civil war. If all of the thrilling events incident to the escapes, #pthpted escapes of

runaways were written out they would form a volume as intensely interesting amdtir as any of the

SEORRG DQG WKXQ Gageelbt aQtRowshi© V. RI1 DQ\

® Liberator, Friday, May 26, 18438Boston, Massachusetts, Volumdll , Issue:21, p. 84.
5DQVRP LV GHVFULEHG E\ DQRW KH LE W WLK/OHDH WX E P BDQLBH N @RVHR |\ R #dd8,SHU LQ WKLV
of Springfield - one of the most thoroughgoing ailits | ever saw - a most excellent man - called ¢rsagnetimes, by the
orthodox. He was once a Presbyterian of the sttaites but sometime since left all the sects becaudeofdupport of slavery,
ZDU F +H LV LQGHHG D IDVW>:WOHQ®G PR7 KEX® O B QU LIH&Wieiator,8/25/1843] Wik
Liberator (1831-1865) was aabolitionistnewspaper founded B¥illiam Lloyd Garrisonandlsaac Knappn 1831. Garrison co-
published weekly issues dfhe Liberatorfrom Boston continuously for 35 years, from January 1, 1831, tofifa issue of
December 29, 1865. Although its circulation was caiput 3,000, and three-quarters of subscribers weigan Americansin
WKH QHZVSDSHU HDUQHG LOWWXQRRESHRPRWIRQUL BWY REFDF\ RIDQPFPPDGNIDRVHROQG FR
all slaves’ L Q UntkdHStates
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Springfield was by no means wanting in such events, and we give the fplborynas a sample. It comes
from a well-known colored citizen of Springfield, himself and brothers free-tzord bent on freeing
others, as can well be guessed from the narrative that follows. The story giilElbeas nearly as possible
exactly as he relates it.

3, OLYHG LQ WKRVH GD\WVW RQ WKH (
Eighth and Ninth streets, in a story and a half house. It is
standing, and | could show you the garret yet in which mar
runaway has been hidden while the town was being search
have secreted scores of them, | once had seven hundred dol
gold and silver turned into my lap by the owner of a slave as a |
for my assisting in his recapture. This took place in my shoe
on Fourth street. The house is not now standing. Well, coulc
capture the fellow, and had to return the money; but all the san
was under a pile of leather in that very room when the money
paid.

32QH HDUO\ PRUQLQJ LQ WKH VXPPHU

George Burreas, a barber and a near neighbor of mine, cam
my shop somewhat excited and wanted me to go home at onci
said that during the night a wagon had driven up to his house
hurriedly unloaded a runaway slave girl, the driver getting awa
quickly as possible, explaining that they had been hotly pur:
from Jacksonville, and that their pursuers could not be far away

then. He also hurriedly explained that the girl must be concealed carefully antly qasckhe was a

dangerous character, being hard to manage. What was especially dangerous shashhdtan excellent

memory and could tell the name of every man, woman and baby alongitbe ®he had come from St.

Louis to Springfield. She was liable to give all of them away to authorities bynpendence. You must
UHFROOHFW WKDW ZH GLGQTW NQRZ DQRWKHUYVHGDRW RUWPRDW EH)
Negroes at my house or at any other station in the night (it was always donkish@erhe was not asked.

But this girl had caught the names and would tell them. So George said | must také hiele her.

3, ZHQW KRPH DW RQFH DQG IRXQG D JAHIQ KDIERIX B/ERXW HRHQH \KDDQE URIGD L
pounds. This man Burreas, you understand, lived right by rdethargirl has been left there by mistake in

WKH H[FLWHPHQW , VDLG 36HH KHUH JDO XW KOHD.OV DY DWK DWW G RAH IR IGF
GR DV, WHOO \RX RU LI \RX WKUHDWKQ WRHI HWSOL HQ WR W RIKEHO KR S¥
her if she was about to be recaptured. She said that a brother andaf histethad been caught again and

burned. She was in earnest, too; but smart as she was, she was a fool. 8hedgent; she wanted to

see everything. | sent her into the back part of the house and tatdkemp out of sight. | stayed around,

and in about an hour | saw three meane red-headedcoming down the street. As they approached, the

JLUO SHHSHG RXW RI D ZLQGRZ DQG H[FODLFHI®WRHWKDWWR®G \\RR QR |
WKH EDFN ZD\ WR % X lad hbilly fotkort>o¥/ dight vehikrHin i€ame the three inquiring for a

wash woman who lived there. | told them there was none thifirey must be mistaken in the place. They

seemed disappointed, and came on into the kitchen. Finding nobodyhasimd) no excuse, they

reluctantly went out again at the front door.

3, NQHZ WKH\YG JR WR %XUUHDVY DQG DV VRRY BINFW KEH\ VOKH VE D\ANH Z®R
come into the kitchen. So, as they entered the house, she left and came intd Imisted her into the

attic, and told her to go away back and crawl in behind the chimney and esteytithl told her to come

out. Well, the men came back and fooled around awhile and left disappointed.

31RZ ZKDW ZDV WR EH GRQH ZDhéude woXith veWvatBhed all ,nih€Q H Heavd khHhe
afternoon that about thirty men had been engaged about towmmafanight. A full description of her had
been given in th&pringfield Registeas she looked when she ran away, with an offer of, | think, $500 for
her capture. | knew she was a dangerous girl to keep about the placeadlgdhiinon an expedient.
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$QRWKHU JLUO DOPRVW ZKLWH OLYHG QHDU\WQLDH HD3 & DIR URK E X0 WK |
runaway was quite black. | went down town and got a pair of white gloveswhideafalse face, which |

knew in the darkness would give the impression of whiteness. | told larntevball me, and what to talk

about and instructed her to alter her voice, so that if her master heaallienot know her. | knew that

the dog-fennel all around between me and Ninth street would probalfljl f men watching who came

to or left my house after night.

IVhen it was dark enough | sallied out with her, talking to Hal loud enough hedrd, and she talking to

me about things that happened days before. We started east, | inteng@idnér into a house in the east

RI WRZQ IRU DZKLOH :H KDGQMYW JRW IDRIZEKKRP WKWUHFR POIQ] HID \DWH C
Springfield man named Emmet. Immediately after passing they had stopdedeae holding a

consultation. | heard a man say:

36KH PRYHV H[DFWO\ OLNH P\ JLUO °
31R ~ VDLG DQRWKHU 3WKLV RQHYV ZKLWH ~
3:HOO , EHOLHYH ZH RXJKBM W/IRH YHW. \WWHW WKB\J+tW O ,fP DIWHU =~ ZDV WK

3, KHDUG (PPHW VD\ 3<RXYG EHWWHU EH FDUER XOHQNRQ\L WM RD BGNDI DK RIRW
WKDW ZLOO NLOO DW \DUGV DQG KHYV WKH NLQG WKDW XVHV WKHP

3:HOO , ZRQMW ULVN P\ OLIH IRU DQ\ QLJJHU ~ ZDV WKH UHSO\

SThey kept ata d¥®WDQFH EXW VWLOO NQHZ ZKHUH ZH ZHQWKRXNRXWRQITW Jt
ZKLFK ZH ZHQW VR WKRXJKW ,1G WDNH KWRKRE& GV K RVKLHQ W MWFRE H ¥V KDHSHU
there. | went directly north on Ninth street, but they blocked my gamtiéardked me and got there ahead.

| began to think it was dangerous to get into the woods with those three agaijrsst | turned down the C

& A track and went over to Third street, and back towards town. Thestillefollowed. Near Carpenter

VWUHHW D EXOOGRJ EURNH KLV FKDLQ D QWG DUWMAD FONKHHG VAW HIEPW IBK L Q W
WR EH VWLOO DQG SODFLQJ P\ UHYROYHWW FE WDKH) Wz RMHUKMHDIGD Q B\ H
turned to the men who were crowding still closer and shouted that | would kifoanlegged or two-

legged dogs that bothered me much more. At this they fell back someWwhats going down Fourth

street by this time, towards a Methodist church that stood there then, &hitlinthere was a meeting that

night. It all at once occurred that | might make this useful. | went to a nthe dbor and told him | was

being followed, and asked him in a few moments to open the door wideglglese it again, while we

slipped around the building and out of sight. | thought the weuld think we went in and while they

were looking we might escape. And sure enough, that worked! They stappedhile they were finding

out that we were not in the house we doubled on our track as fast as posséisied ¢the C & A going

west, jumped over a fence and made away for the woods and down where the @ré&skhtrack is,

WRZDUGY WKH ROG :HVW 6KDIW , ZDV DLPLQQHWR REKW WWDDNOLRQADQED
Beardstown road, west of Bradfordton. As | drew near the bridgetbg creek west of the city | thought

, 96 EHWWHU EH FDXWLRXV DV LW PLJGWIHBRRXDUHSHBRDGR RRGH IJIWKIH I
up into the fork of a red-bud tree to wait until | went forward to lmkenemies. The woods were full of

wild hogs and cows, the latter being quite fierce when they had calves as many bathesu | told her

she must not come down till | came back. Some little distance from tlyetaridog growled at my side. |

gave it some meat| always carried a lunch on such occasiarend soon quieted it. Going cautiously

forward | found the bridge at the old mill guarded by a dozen with.guoame back to where the girl was.

She said she was afraid and must come down, and in fact did climb dowade her get up, and again left

her, going this time up to the bridge on the Beardstown road. It wadegluartried to find a place to cross

but could not as the stream was full, so | went back again to wherethdedirl. It was now getting on

WRZDUGV GD\OLJKW 3UHVHQWO\ , KHDUG WKH WZB@®WHUYU RQ KKRRUWWHIMA
toward town. They had left for the night. But it was too late for us tangdaylight would catch us befer

ZH FRXOG JHW KDOI ZzD\ WR RXU GHVWLQDW&RROORZDPH WRLWIKH JEQG Z

FDPH LQWR WRZQ ULJKW EHKLQG RXWESRWKXHYV KR XWID W Q/ WDDE HQW Hi
called him up. He said:
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3<RXTG BHWWKWUKHUH TXLFN 0\ KRXVH KDV EHHQVADWHKWG DOO QLJKW

36R ZH KXVWOHG LQ DQG EHJDQ WR SODDO® KBRRWNKR U HM WVEKW KID WO- REKQV |
was going to take a gang of colored men out to the neigfb&* RG RI /\PDQYV WR JR SORZLQJ ~

37TKDWYTV DOO ULJKW “~ , VDLG 3QRZ OHWUXRXW VZ LKWKJ WK HIP EORA 1PV ER\J D1
6WHZDUW QHHG NQRZ DQG KH FDQ WHOO /\PDQG D\CHID WWERKW VKR W K HE R R:
iNntKDW ZD\ LQ GD\OLJKW ~

32QH RI RXU PHQ GRZQ QHDU 6W /RXLVWBREBWXKHWEKHE WX HY DG & WRR I
IRU QHDUO\ VL[ ZHHNV GXULQJ ZKLFK WLPH WHKGWUBARDGQWKDBDWVR P B §/
must be done. She caBIQTW EH UHVWUDLQHG IURP VKRZLQJ KHWYHOWKBIQG WKH
whole underground railroad gang away. | sent word to Mrs. Lyman tibiéedjirl | was going to shoot her.

And | did go and hunted the house over for her, shot my pifta tew times and scared her nearly to

GHDWK 21 FRXUVH , FRXOGQTW ILQG KHHQ BXW YRM WIRW ¢ RVRJ LR WO
basement and remain hid she did so.

3$IWHU VRPH WLPH ZH VXFFHHGHG LQ JHWWRQD&MU RXW RI WKH FRXQW

32K~ VDLG RXU LQIRUPDQW DIWHU UHODWLQJ RNKWHX BIERNYH DS HAR X @oX W |
QHYHU IRUJHW WKH QLJKW , VSHQW LQ WU\LQJ WR JHW WKDW JLUO DZD

Fifty years after this event, on August 16, 1908, during the Springfield RateaRnob
captured 84 year-old William K. Donnegan, cut his throat and lynched him reeairt the
schoolyard of the Edwards School across the street from his home at the cdspengfand
Edwards Streets. The events surroundingtheRW DQG 'RQQHJIJDQTVY PXUGHU OHG W
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

« WKH PRE PHUHO\ FKDQJHG GLUHFWLR @ DK & DSILRFRHMH GHB X\W@ B VW D Q!
headed for the home of William Donnegan. He was an elderly long tiem oé<ssgphringfield.

Donnegan was eighty-four years old and a cobbler by tradegtadasgalent of the community

who owned his own home outside the Badlands and also sosmeddjacent properties which

were occupied by members of his family. He was known to ieadaafind the cobbler of

Abraham Lincoln. Donnegan made a small fortune bringing southern Afriedoans to

Springfield to find jobs. He had never been accused of a crinitead Hewever, broken the

unwritten mores of being married to a white woman for the last whirtyears. The mob

DSSURDFKHG 'RQQHJIDQ-V KRPH :KHQZHKHH BBHNVRXW MR UUUDPE ZK B VK I
cut his throat, dragged his body across the street, ard ligimohin the Edwards School yard. He

was still alive when the national guard cut him down, but headjethe next morning. This

lynching was the last mob action of the'fiot
Rev. Henry Brown

African American Henry Brown was born in Raleigh, North Carolina on April 17, 1823.
His father, Staten Brown, died in 1824. It is unknown if his mother also died dusng hi
childhood. In 1835 at age 12, Henry moved to Ohio, and one year later to Rush County, Indiana.
From 1837 to 1843, age 14 to age 20, he was a bound farm laborer for a Quaker family. T
route Brown took and his connection to the Quakers was similar to that of Jaheegors. It
makes one wonder if Brown and Jenkins knew one another and were somehow connected before

% The Springfield Race Riot of 1908 at the follogiweb site address:
africanafrican.com/misc%20african%20american%20blackiisRiyry%20pages/The%20Springfield%20Race%20Riot¥8200
201908.htm

43



Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Jameson Jenkins and the Underground Railroad

they moved to Springfield. In 1843, Henry Brown married Martha Del Roberts in RuskyCoun
and Martha died during the first year of the marriaglee Roberts family settled in Rush County
in the 1820s, and there they were successful farmers and community leaders.

Henry Brown studied to become a preacher in the African Meth
Episcopal Church and was licensed to preach about 1846. He
began an itinerant ministry walking from town to town. He was o
refused meals and lodging because of his race. In 1847, he mi
married in Paris, lllinois, and shortly thereafter moved to Springf
Except for four years when he resided at Galena and Quincy, he Iy
Springfield. In 1860, he lived at the northeast corner of 10th
Madison Streets and later at 1530 East Mason Street. Henry v
immense physical stature, standing six feet three inches and we
250 pounds.

In both Quincy and Springfield, Brown helped runaway slaves n
north on the Underground Railroad. On one occasion, he repo
gave his own coat and vest to a poor black man.

Many a poor slave escaping by means of the underground railwakhelaniigvar, was upheld on
his way by Mr. Brown, who acted d8sSFeRQ G XFWRUpu DW 4XLQF\ DQG 6SULQJILHOG VWDW
rule was illustrated by one instance when he gave his owrdceadtan a poor fellow who was without

100
one.

Henry Brown was a great admirer of Abraham Lincoln and served Lincoln in various
FDSDFLWLHV XQWLO KH ZHQW WR :DVKLQJWRQ DV 3UMHMVLGHQW
Springfield in May 1865, Rev. Henry Brown was sent a telegram requesting that héraome
Quincy to Springfield for the Lincoln funeral. He and another local ministar, W. C. Trevan,

OHG /LQFROQYV ROG IDPLO\ KRUVH 3%RE" LQ WKH IXQHUDO SURF

b b i 2

PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S HORSE, “OLD ROBIN.”

100 i
1881 History p. 736.
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Aaron Dyer

African American Aaron Dyer was born a slave in Richmond, Virginia, on Novebiher
1818. In 1840 at age 21, Aaron was given his freedom. He came to Springfield, Illinois in 1846.

$DURQ "ZDV HPSOR\HG E\ WKH XQGHUJWLRXQ BDURDROZW\ Q LIHK V& UW D LKJ
runaway slaves to the next underground station. When they Smatgfibld, where the feeling
against slavery was strong, they were fairly safe, although th¢ireesenen their masters
traced them there and then they would be kept in hiding forgaasldhree weeks, or until the
chase was given up and their masters returned without them. Spriagfialdenter for the

XQGHUJURXYG UDLOZD\

In Springfield, Aaron worked as a blacksmith and drayman. His family cedgi§this
wife, Harriet Welden Dyer, who was born a slave in North Carolina about B8@l7three
children all born in lllinois: John, Elizabeth and Aaron. Aaron and Harriet liveal $mall
African American residential cluster on the north side of the 300 block of Washington
6WUHHW SEWWHIBHR DQG .OHLQ  DQG 3ZHVW RI *DV :RUNV ~ 0DUI
was their neighbor.

In 1877, Aaron and Harriet Dyer moved to Lincoln, lllinois, to be near their daughter and
KDYH KHU IDPLO\YVY DVVLVWDQFH DV WKH\ JUHZOROGMHUZDSYDDRQ
neighbor and childhood friend of William Maxwell, who became the noted editor dfi¢iae
Yorkermagazine. In a poignant reminiscence of his boyhood days in Lincoln, lllinois, Maxwell
GHVFULEHG KLV IULHQ @Goidgsh,@Q DK LHHIY JDQQAI@PWKHU $DURQ

%LOOLH "\HU-V JUDQGIDWKHU $DURQ '"\HU ZRDV BRYRBQDKVY®@DYH LQ
freedom when he turned twenty-one. He made his way nortintdi€gds Illinois, because it was

a station of the UnddrtURX QG 5DLOURDG «,Q 6SULQJILHOG WKH IHHOLQJ DJC
runaway slave would be hidden sometimes for weeks until thevbwierd traced him that far

gave up and went home. Then Aaron Dyer would hitch up the hdreagon he had been

provided with, and at night the fugitive, covered with gunnysacksdharse blanket, would be

driven along some winding wagon trail that led through the praae.cl@, clopty clop. Past

farm buildings that were all dark and ominous. Fording shallonssirehcrossing bridges with

loose wooden floorboards that rumbled. Arousing the comment ofSomtetime Aaron Dyer

sang softly to himself. Uppermost in his mind, who can doubtevthsubht of a hand pulling

back those gunnysacks to see what was under them
William Maxwell
1850

Jameson Jenkins Underground Railway Conductor

Since his arrival in Springfield in 1844, Jameson Jenkins was most likely a conductor on
the Underground Railroad, using the same wagon and horses in that activity that imehised
dray business. However, the first evidence of Jameson Jenkins being such a condéciar cam
1850, when he was living on south Eighth Street, 8fle-O1 EORFN VRXWK Qithe QFROQYV

o The Namesake Town: A Centennial History of Lincolmdis, Raymond Dooley, editor, Lincoln Centennial pubiiica, p. 33
Memoirs of African American Harriet Dyer BrumméHarriet Dyer Brummel was the sister of Billie Dydretsubject of the
storyBillie Dyer and Other StoriedVilliam Maxwell, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1992.

" Biliie Dyer and Other StoriedVilliam Maxwell, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1992, pf6-7.
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evening of January 16, 185@e assisted seven runaway slaves by secreting them from
Springfield to Bloomington in a stage coach.

An Example of a False Bottomed Wagon Used in the Underground Railrola(l)é
The 3Slave Stampedé in Springfield, lllinois

On January 17, 1850, the Springdfiel
newspaper theRegister reported thatll
runaway slaves belonging to citizens of ¢
Louis were captured by Springfield citizer
on January 16.

£ Eleven run away slaves, belonging to citi-
zens of Bt. Louis, and for which a reward of $300
each, was offered, were captured in this couaty
yesterday, by individuals of this city.

RegisterReport on Eleven Runaway Slaves Being Capturéd

On the same day, another Springfie

newspaper, thelournal, reported that 14 i

runaway slaves from St Louis an hiwctosn In sustieg, pResing, pocih thioueh M
. . . . county, were| discovered, and a party of three

Kentucky were discovered in Springfiel: sen, sltempted {0 arrest them. A general fight

on the way north. Three men attempted : }

VN e
- We bear that yesterday a company of run.
sway slaves from Bt. Louis and Kentucky, some

wsued, io which there were some bloody heads
arrest them, but a fight ensued. Only o _wd noses exhiibited.  The resuit of the engage-
slave, a lame negro, was arrested & ment Was ﬂh' ;‘l;“"e of 'a lame negro, who is
; ; ; in the jail of this city.
placed in the City Jail. wow i the ol . -

Journa/Report on Eleven Runaway Slaves Being Capturét

.Runaway Slaves Recaptured.
‘We stated yesterday that eleven runaways from

On January 18, 1850, theRegister

corrected its January 17 report that
runaway slaves had been captured.
reported that only 8 were caught, and tt
after publication of the January 18 paper,
escaped. The remaining slave, the la
negro, wasthow in jail.”

10:

St. Louis had been recaptured by individuals of
this city. We learn to-day that only cight were
caught, and that after our publication was made
seven of them made their escape, and the remain-
ing one, who was L.AME, made an assault upon his
captors, but was overpowered and is sow in jail—
his hip having been dislocated in the emute. This
is quite a revulsion of prospects with the catchers. |

RegisterReport on Eight Runaway Slaves Being Capturé?f

° A false-bottomed wagon from the Centre Friends Meetimgnaonity some 15°P LOHY VRXWKHDVW LV WKH PXVHXPTV SULF

the Underground Railroad, and it too confirms the irtgpe of the Kanawha route.

www.mendenhallplantation.org/Wagon.htm
o Register January 17, 1850, p. 2, cl. 2.
e Journal January 17, 1850, p. 3, cl. 1.
e Register January 18, 1850, p. 2, cl. 2.
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The Registeron January 21, 1850, report e o e |
that 8 slaves recently captured h bl s e el )
escaped, except for one who was put B sl baction 4 I e tsad bk,
jail. The slave was brought before t Rt e vty S
. charged from custody. ~There was no evidence
Supreme COUI’t Upon a ert Of habe that Jones had any authority from the master to
act, nor wa$ there any avidence that the negro was

corpus. The court released the slave. aslave.

The court decided in this case that the section of
the law to which wa have referred was desigued to
|a‘d the master in the capture of his runaway slave,
|and, as such, by the decision of the supreme court
of the United States.in the case of Priggs vs. the
c Ith of Pennsylvania, ig declared to be
in violation ef the constitation of the United Btates.
This decision does not impugn the right of the
master or his authorized agent to recapture his
slave any where within this st~t~ =nd ~anvaw him
to the. state from which he esc

RegisterReport on Eight Runaway Slaves Being Capturéd

The following newspaper account of this incident provides the most substantiaicevide
Rl -DPHYVR Qs paitQiphtidp Vhfthe Underground Railroad. For what was normally a very

secret operation, the account gave quite a splash to Jenkins and his Undergrowadi Rail
participation.

On January 23, 1850, thelournal Messrs, Editors :—In your paper of the 22 wnst., |
d th h h h there i1s a comununication signed “Justice” which
reporte that the rumor that the runaw refersto theslave stampede in this neighborhood
slaves had been betrayed by a lo on the 16th, saying “that it was rumored that n
i H . | tolored person had betrayed the slaves, bul, uu- l
AfI’ICaﬂ Amerlcan [Jameson ‘]enkm foclunately, the one they accuse of having dm.-‘
i tarted north with t of the 3ame gang the
was false. To the Contrary’ qenkms r :’ ‘ta!;leeforr;o\'he :v;pm?ep;;n?l this rumorgwu oli- ‘
gone north by stage to Bloomington wi Iy to xre\zent, and may be, to save the urder-
some of the runaway slaves T pmné c‘ar from btemgblllpsetor‘_nver:uken i ‘n:\:
. in prder to correc pu 1c sentiment 1 regarny o
affidavit of J. C. Goodhue stage coa that man’s conduct in this matter, [ would reles
R i them to the following certificate of the agent of |
agent, stated3This is to certify that Mr. the zorthern line of stages : 1 a
H H - § i dy san. 22,1
Jenkins left for Bloomington on the "¢ iy to chstily thatie ot e R o
. . 1on 00 the 16th day of January, 1850, in the stage.
day of January, 1850 in the stage. [ i 6 Goooiur, Seen,

| A Friend to “*Jwitice
1 el S

JournalReport on Capture of Runaway Slav&¥

1RZ LQ RUGHU WR FRUUHFW SXEOLF RQGGGWW HQWWKQVUHIDUG W
matter, | would refer them to the following certificate of the agent of thernor
line of states:

Springfield, January 22, 1850

This is to certify that Mr. Jenkins left for Bloomington on thed&@ of January,
1850, in the stage.

Signed by J. C. Goodhue, agent
$ J)ULHQG WH¥ "-XVWLFHup

, I - HQNpdaidihtion in the Underground Railroad had been secret before publicatio
of this newspaper article, it was now public knowledge. | suspect, howeval/ thadd QNLQV |
participation in the Underground Railroad was well known by his neighbors long ptiloisto

o Register January 21, 1850, p. 2, cl. 2.
18 Journal January 23, 1850, p. 3, cl. 1.

18 Journal January 23, 1850, p. 3, cl. 1. (Dec. 3, 1830,a@an Nov. 16, 1880, Rockford, Winnebago Countindis) Burial:
Cedar Bluff Cemetery Rockford, lllinois Created hypren Carlson Find A Grave Memorial# 100706464
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RXWLQJ 3*RQYW DVN GRQYW WHOO °~ zZzDV D JRRG ZD\ Rl GHVFU
DQG WKH 8QGHUJURXQG 5DLOURDG LQ /LQFROQYV 6SULQJILHOG

Y3 We learn by the Reveille that the slaves
faken from this city t¢ St. Louis by one of our
10\!@?@@: werg 8 woman and two children, the
F@my of Mr. Stickney of the Planters’ House.

RegisterReport on Eight Runaway Slaves Being Capturétt

-DPHVRQTVY SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ 6SULQJILHOGTWK®BQYGHUJUR X
a casual community public service activity for him. It was a dangerous endkavsubjected
him to much risk. In order to understand the degree of risk, it islusefnow of other African
American activities that were occurring in Springfield at about the sange tiBome of those
activities are illustrated in Appendix E. When you read through the variety of eneoitang
race and the legal status of African Americans in Springfield, you quicklyracagsense of the
dangerous environment in which Jameson Jenkins operated as an Underground Railroad
conductor.

Jameson Jenkins was but one of ZTeEEUDYH VRXOV LQ /LQFROQTTV 6SULQ.
enormous personal risks to help runaway slaves move north from Springfield on the Underground
Railroad. Lincoln knew these men to be Underground Railroad conductors as surely as he knew
that one of them made his boots and another carted his bags to the railroadastai®trip to
Washington D.C. and the Presidency. Alas, he did not know that Rev. Brown leadltiis
horse in his final journey to Oak Ridge Cemetery, but he had to know that his friend Baswn
also among those brave sodls African American conductors on the Underground Railroad at
Springfield.

He Claire Martin has done extensive research and wttime account of the Springfield Slave Stamped&8&0. Jameson Jenkins
Narrative, Final Report Claire Martin, lllinois State Museum, Landscape éfigtProgram, Technical Report 2012-2054-6,
November 16, 2012, Section Il, pp. 16-22. Ms. Mahias put together a number of additional newspagmeuats of the slave
stampede taken from the St. Louis, Bloomington and &joicmewspapers. The stories are about the same, buhzadts
individual twist.

e Register January 23, 1850, p. 2, cl. 2.
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James Blanks and the Push for Colored Schools
What was the law of lllinois at this time regarding colored schools?
1850

James Blanks And Other African American Men
Hold Public Supper to Raise Funds For*Colored School

On June 14, 1850, eight Springfield African American men, the Trustees &lalored
School,” signed aJournal newspaper announcement of a public supper to raise money for the
Lolored School. James Blanks was one of those eight men.

COLORED SCHOOL.

Whereas the people of color in this place desirous of edthuitirdpildren, and
finding themselves too weak in point of numbers to sustain a ssimoahgntly
amongst them, therefore we, the Trustees of this the Colored Bchiol, of

our weakness, propose giving a PUBLIC SUPPER, in aid of this 8ohool,
Thursday, the 20th of this month, at the Colored Baptist Chutieis, @ity. We
have appointed a committee of females to solicit donations amongiteur wh
friends towards making the Supper, and we hope that their veilhinst be

disregarded.

Thomas Cox, James Blanks,
Jno. Jackson, Wm. Baker,
Wm. H. Butler, Aaron Dyer,
H. W. Baylor, S.S. Blriﬁ.

1852
James Blanks Participates in African American Meeting Regarding Schools

On Monday, November 8, 1852, Springfield African Americans met and adopted a
resolution saying?«ZH PXVW VSHDN L QheerBsOl@omodposelt the Wood River
Colored Baptist Associatioh proposal for separate, state-funded colored schools. The resolution
stated that the colored citizens would not ask for state funded support foatsegatored
schools. They assertehat we, as a portion of the colored population, representing its claims,
feel a deep, very deep interest, in our schools, and think it the only sure \edgeonrourselves
from the bondage we are now in, sympathize with our race, and will do everytaing in our
power to educate our children by our exertions, and without the boldness to asiraithér
people of the Staté.The resolution was signed by 20 Springfield African American men, one of
whom was James Blanks.

Springfield, Nov. 8, 1852.

At a meeting of the colored citizens of this city, on the 8th infitemhaaing deliberated
over the matter concerning our interests, common schools, eiccasidn to notice the
following, which we must speak of in bold terms; and which, after a ¥dtkema was
unanimously adopted:

1 Journal June 14, 1850, p. 3, cl. 1.
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7KH XQGHUVLIJQHG KDYLQJ MXVW QRWQWH & MHG hWW HF O H VAVUHWWH
&LWL]JHQV p E\ WKH ":RRG 5LYHU &RORWHE GIDGEXNNNW REIV WKHLD W L F
same, wish to make the following reply:

:KHUHDV WKH ":RRG 5LYHU &RORUHG % D&EWVRQYYEO\ORF LMVWILRR VKL
devised ways and means for the purpose of establishing a system of scmowlo
education, under the cloak of the colored people of the Stateis, Illi

We, as a portion of the colored people of this State, in Springfietd,d#sire any such
system of common school education, under the name of one distimctisnomination;
nor will we join in with it; nor give our support to it; but wilederything that is in our
power to indemnify ourselves against any of the above proceettingaytthave been
conjured up in this association;

That we deem it an injury to our present established schodlsataitdwill hinder the
energy of those who are willing to aid, and have alreadyinaittedsupport of our
respective schools; and that we do not wish to give our aidneaswre that will hinder
our progress that has already begun;

That we, as a portion of the colored population, represdstitigims, feel a deep, very
deep interest, in our schools, and think it the only sure wedetm ourselves from the
bondage we are now in, sympathize with our race, and wirgthiag that is in our
power to educate our children by our exertions, and witleohbltiness to ask aid from
the people of the State;

And that in examining the Minutes of the Association, we notice an espiosing to
establish a press, which will be attached to the Institution, anith myteration as soon as
the amount of funds necessary for its support can be raisegyarh to this we can say,
that it reminds us of the bill which was handed into the Legis\atuyears agocoming,

in part, from the same source; and consequently we do not feelongifitbark in any such
enterprize; ner shall we.

After reading the above, what patriot, as he is called, can enlisgsolthi®ns which that
Association have gotten up, without the consent of any peusdmsrbselves?

James Reynolds, David Callyhan,
Gilbert Johnson, Isaiah Chambers,
Michael Millington Wm. McCoslin,
John Handsom J. W. Hill,

Aaron Dyre, (Dyer) A. J. Petete,

John Lee, Spencer Donnigan,
Andrew Broadwaters, James Hendrix,
William Lee, Wm. Donnigan,
Patterson Bannister, George Burras,
Benjamin Williams, James Blanks.

e Journal November 11, 1852, p. 3, c.1.

50



Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

James Blanks and the Push for Colored Schools
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/ILQFROQTV $IULFDQ $PHULFDQ 1HLJKERUV
1850
African Americans in 1850 Springfield

In 1850, the population of Springfield was 5,106. Among those 5,106 were 146 African

Americans."
Lincoln § African American Neighbors in 1850

In 1850, at least twenty African Americans, about 14.4% of SprindfieMrican
American population, lived within a three-block radius of the Lincoln home.

Families

In 1850, there were at least four African American familiesigjwvithin three blocks of
Mary and Abraham Lincols home at the northeast corner of Eighth and Jackson StrEmts.
map opposite the Table of Contents shows the location of the Lincoln home and those four
families 2 the Jameson Jenkins family, the James Blanks family, the John Jackson family and
the David King family. There were a total of 20 African Americans living in these families.

1. John Jackson Family (6)

John Jackson, a 45-year-old cook and Virginia native, lived at 85 8n3he east side
of 9th, between Edwards and Cook. Living with him was his 40-year-old wife Matilda, a
Kentucky native. Jo® ZDV OLVWHG DV KDYLQJ UHDO HVWDWH ZRUWK
children were also living with them2 Henrietta, age nine, Edward, age five, Georgeanna, age
three, and Josephine, age two, all born in Illinois.

2. David King Family (4)

David King, a 22-year-old mulatto barber and Virginia native, lived at 91 S. $htStr
the northeast corner of Cook and 9th Streets. He lived with his 25-yearfel¥aiy who was
born in Tennessee, and their son, Benjamin, age two and their daughter, Mary Bvpage t

months, both listed as mulatto and born in lllinols.

The other two African American families lived in the block south ofLtimeoln home.
One was the Jameson Jenkins family and the other was the James Blanks family.

3. Jameson Jenkins Family (5)
In 1850, the Jameson Jenkins family had been living on the east side of Eighth Street

between Jackson and Edwards, just half a block south of the Lincoln home. They had been
neighbors of the Lincoln family for six years.

116

JRU D IXOO DFFRXQW RI $IULFDSUB® BIWIHEOEE W 8T VL @ E™e QM Adriadh American
Populatin, Richard E. Hart, 2008. The book may be foundh@ Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library (ALPS-ZDE)
F896 S76 H3267Li; Lincolniana L2 H326Li. Appendix fthe book contains a list of the African Americangnly in
Springfield in 188.

! 1850 censu9p. 197.

11
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The 1850 census for Springfield, lllinois, listédimison” Jenkins, a 40-(42) yearebl
mulatto who was born in North Carolina, residing with his wife, Elizabeth A., a 43c{ekar
mulatto who was born in Virginia, and their daughter, Nancy H., a six-year-old malattavas
born in Indiana. -DPHVRQMV RFFXSDWLRQ ZD VithGalhéawttart & WaGoo D\PDQ R
used for hauling for hire. This would be the modern equivalent of a delivery trivek. dr

Jameson owned real estate having a value of $308.search of the grantor grantee indexes of
the Sangamon County Recorder of Deeds reveals no record of Jameson owning resdltbiate
time in Sangamon County.

Also living in the Jenkins househodHUH (OL]DEHWK{fV WZR PXODWWR GDX
marriage, 17-year-old, Jane Watkins, who was born in Virginia, and 12-year-olibAQuiilly)

Ann Watkins, who was born in Indiafa.

In 1850, the Jenkins and Blanks families were living at the same location, 1/2 blttk sou

of the Lincoln home. They may have been living in two separate residences located on the same

lot."”® The lot was owned by six-year-old Nancy Jenkins.

4. James Blanks Family (5)

The 1850 census for Springfield, Illinois, listed James Blank&§year-old laborer, and
his wife, Martha Ann, who was 35 years old. Both were listed as mulattosmere born in

Virginia.121 Also living in the Blanks household were the mother of Elizabeth Ann Jenkins and

Martha Ann Blanks, Jane Pellum, a 62-year-old mulatto woman who was acm‘att/lirginia.122

Bellfield Jenkins $ic Watkins], a 14-year-old mulatto who was born in Indiana, and Lydiann

Mason, a 13-year-old mulatto born in Indiana, were also living in the Blanks household. Bellfield

ZDV WKH VRQ RI ODUWKD $QQ %ODQNVY VLVWHU (OWDEHWK E\ Kl

Death of Edward Lincoln

On February 1, 1850, Edward Lincoln, not quite four years old, died of diphtheria after a

52-day iliness” Eddie was buried in Hutchinson Cemetery at the west end of Washington
Street. Robert Lincoln was then seven years aldst a half a block down the street in the
Jenkins and Blanks households were other minors, Nancy H. Jenkins, six-years-eld, Jan
Watkins, 17-years-old, and Aquilla (QuilAnn Watkins,a 12-year-old, Bellfield Jenkinssic
Watkins], 14-years-old, and Lydiann Masdg;years-old.

He 1850 Population Census and 1850 Mortality Schedudag&mon County, lllinoisSangamon County Genealogical Society,

Springfield, January 1976, p. 122. (Hereafterrreftto as1850 Censuy 1860 C. D 1857-58 C. D Power, p. 303.
Historical Base Map, Lincoln Home, Springfield, lllinoiEdwin C. Bearss, Division of History, Office of Archeojognd
Historic Preservation, National Park Service, Noven30er1969, pp. 84-86. (Hereafter referred t@ase Map)

1850 censuspp. 122 and 194.The Young EagleKenneth J. Winkle, Taylor Trade Publishing, Dallas a&x2001, p. @3.
(Hereatfter referred to a&/inkle) Kenneth Winkle in hisThe Young Eaglat p. 263 states that JenkiAs also managed to
harbor two free African American girls in his householdive.” The two girls were James@nstepdaughters, the daughters of
his wife by a prior marriage.

"* Base Mappp. 177 and 1331850 censusp. 194.
e 1850 censysp. 194.
"2 1850 censugp. 122.

1 Day by Dayp. 27. February 1, 1850.
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Seth and Elizabeth Witherbee Sell Lot
at Corner of Ninth and Jackson Streets to James Blanks

On March 4, 1850, Seth and Elizabeth Witherbee aoldghimproved lot (Lot 15) on the
southwest corner of Ninth and Jackson Streets to James Blanks (age 4M)0&t 9n 1842,
Blanks had purchased adjoining Lots 13 and T4esethree adjoining lots we caty-corner
from the Lincoln home.

Birth of William Wallace Lincoln

On December 21, 1850, William Wallace Lincoln was born at the Lincoln Home.
1851
Jameson Jenkins Cut Off From Second Presbyterian Church

On August 29, 185143year-old Jameson Jenkifis membership in the Second
Presbyterian Church was terminated due to his having failed to answer chalgestiofusness
and not attending church meetings. The definition of licentiolasksngin willpower or moral
discipline, or being promiscuous (prone to random sex) or unwilling to conform to accepted rules.
A woman or man who has indiscriminate sex without regard to the consequences is an example of
someone who might be described as licentious.

August 5, 1851. Session met & was opened with prayer. Meawedes goseph
Thayer, Thomas Moffett, E. B. Hawley & the pastor. [Albert Hale] Almgamt3.
Watson. C. R. Miller.

Jameson Jenkins a member of the Church was charged witlofoceaehant in not
attending the meetings of the Church, and also with licenttousheopy of the
charges was made out, and E. B. Hawley and C.R. Welles, appointed a tmmmittee
notify him of this charge & the time for the trial, as the Book of disciplizts.dire

August 29. The serving of the notice for trial with the charges waitethalgd to by
the Committee appointed in the case of Jameson Jenkins asTaleotime of trial
was set & he, not appearing was subsequently notified agaitinde tippointed for
the second meeting of the session to attend to his casenbeagigear. The session
now being convened & deeming it needless to make further atteropisy said
Jenkins before them, it was voted that he be cut off from tkﬂw@hucontumacif.e

Session adjourned. Closed with prayer. Albert Hale statéd clerk

Many church denominations in the mid-19th century were very strict withdrdggar
attendance and personal conduct. The practice of these churches of bringing charges and
FRQGXFWLQJ KHDULQJV ZDV QRVase @E pRadiceQand the resHI@ LQ V I

12.

" Lot 15, Block 11, E. lles Addition to SpringfieldSangamon County Recorder of Deeldeed Record Book DD (NN?), p. 615.
See 1842 when they bought the lot from the shelfRAD.

° Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Lincoln Chronglo
http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/lincolnchromaly.htm (Hereafter referred to dsncoln Chronology)

6
Contumacy is a stubborn refusal to obey authorityparticularly in law, the willful contempt of theder or summons of a court.
The term is derived from the Latin wotdntumaciameaning firmness or stubbornness.

127 Minutes of the Second Presbyterian Church
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discipline were not frivolous. At least two other disciplines imposedh&ysecond Presbyterian
Church were upon white members. One was for a lady member beating her sernmaoteg
WKDQ ZDV W KAhotHeXwag/fBrRx member dealing in the sale and trade of hufans
slaves. Both of these were serious offenses and worthy of judgment and punishment.

,Q -DPHVRQYY FDVH WKH IDLOXUH WR DWWHQG RARKXUFK
warranted a formal charge and hearing. The charge of licentious conduct was ant#iter ma
The specifics of his alleged licentious conduct were not revealed. Thehawvasbeen a matter
of public knowledge and something that the church could not allow to go unpunished without
countenancing the conduct and diminishing its moral authority in the community. Ifabie pr
against Jenkins failed on the licentious conduct charge, the lesser offense ef ttaiattend
church could easily be established and be grounds for some punishment.

When one considers the men who sat in judgment on the Jenkins charges, it must be
concluded that the charges were made with deliberation and upon reasonable grounds. One of the
men, Reverend Albert Hale, was a beloved member not only of the Second Presbyterian Church
but also of the entire community. He was one of the Yale Band that uparatjpadfrom Yale
College came west to found colleges and churches. lllinois College was one of thes¢bkgge
founded. Hale also was one of the founders of the Second Presbyterian Church, the church that
was organized by former congregants of First Presbyterian Church who withdvaw aver the
issue of slavery. The other men Joseph Thayer, Thomas Moffett, E. B. Hawley, John B.
Watson and C. R. Millerwere all reasonable burgers of the town. These men would not have been
motivated in acting due to any racial prejudice or animosity.

Jameson must have gone far over the line in his conduct. The conduct must have been
severe violation of the community standards regarding sexual conduct.

1853
Birth of Thomas Tad Lincoln
On April 4, 1854, Thomas (Tad) Lincoln was born at the Lincoln Home.

The Lincoln Home was remodeled once again in 1853. It appears that the barn was added

at this time"*®
1854

James and Martha Ann Pellum Blanks Sell Lots to Charles Arnold

On February 22, 1854, James and Martha Ann [Pellum] Blanks, Elizabeth Pellum
- H Q NsLsi3ter{ sold three lots at the southwest corner of Ninth and Jacksos ftr€étarles
Arnold for $1,0001.29 ODUWKD VLJQH GTizeLlawsKvebecatty:cofner from the Lincoln
home. In 1849, Arnold purchased the lot and house west across the alley at the southeast
of 8th and Jackson streets.

* Lincoln Chronology

# Lots 13, 14 and 15, Block 11 E. lles Additio6.DQJDPRQ &R XQW\ *Adoe33/diR NbY ¥/026306H,[Vol. 3. Deed
Record Book NN, p. 337-338RAD.
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James and Martha Ann Pellum Blanks Move to Chicago

Sometime in about 1854, James, age 42, and Martha Ann Pellum Blanks, age 39, moved
to Chicago, lllinois. What prompted them to move to Chicago remains unknown.

The Lincoln Family

May 30 - The Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed. The passage of this act brought
Lincoln back into politics.

November 7 - Lincoln was re-elected to the lllinois legislature, but withdrew
from office 20 days later to pursue a run for the US Senate, aeameshtually
quit. Lincoln dropped out of the race so that the Republican Party would be

guaranteed a win for the Senate seat. He directed his support to Lyman
Trumbull, ™

1855
-DPHVRQ -HQNLQV DQG )DPIBEB'\C&QUSSULQIILHOGTV

In the 1855 lllinois census, the Jameson Jenkins family was still living othEsgteet,
a half a block south of the Abraham Lincoln family. Jameson madeihig as a drayman or

delivery man-— The household consisted of one male age 40-50 (Jameson, but called James in
the census), one male 10-20 years of age (Bellfield Watkins), one female undér @tpncy)

and two females 10-20 years of age, one female age 20-30 and one female agdr4besD.
Lincoln, their neighbor, was 12 years old in 1855.

.:[

Uf,{& “d |

Lincoln Residence at the northea:
corner of Eighth and Jackson streets.
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Charles Arnold purchaseq
this property in 1849.

Lots 13,and 14 at the southwest corner
Ninth and Jackson streets owned by Jan|
Blanks from 1850 to 1854. Lot 15 wal
purchased in 1854 and resold with th
other two lots.
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minor daughter of Jameson and Elizabs
Jenkins, and improved with a structure |
the northwest corner of the lot. g 2 . =
—ju’_‘.l l_L_..“_ﬁ.__ X - : STRE!T'.-'

L

Bl tria | 1) o0 I

1854 Map of Springfield lllinois 132

;ll
L“i[‘
‘iil'fl

0 Lincoln Chronology
. 1855 lllinois State CensuSangamon County Genealogical Society, Springfle380.

* City of Springfield, Sangamon County, lllinogsirveyed and published by Hart & Mapother C. EAr&hitects, 140 Pearl Street,
New York, in connection with M. McManus, City Surveyt854.
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Thomas J. Wood, archivist at the University of lllinois Springfield, provided the
following account:

Also, just last year, | found a 1901 obituary for Eliza Wood iheltides a delightful story
involving Lincoln.

During Mrs. Wood§ residence in Springfield she lived in the same block with Abraham
Lincoln and she was acquainted with the martyr presideéitthe time both Springfield
and Decatur were small inland towns with but little promise of becoming thetampor
cities they have grown into. The families of Lincoln and Wood were well acquaitted a
Mrs. Wood frequently told of an incident in the life of the president that is inteye#in

relative was ill and the physicians had prescribed oak Baas the remedy. Mrs. Wood
visited the neighbors in the hope of securing some oak bark but wascessful and
finally went to the home of the Lincolns.

Mr. Lincoln accompanied her to the home of an old negro across the strews with an
axe he soon peeled off more than enough oak bark.

Who was the3old negro? | wonder if it was Jameson Jenkins, who lived just on the
south side of Jackson StreleéAt.[Jenkins would have been 45 years old in 1855.]

Jameson Jenkins and Family and Jane Pellum Listed in the 1855 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory (Sangamon County, lllinois) and Sangamon County
Advertiser for 1855-185@sted 3Jonathan Jenkins as a draymanA drayman was one with a

heavy cart or wagon used for hauling for hire.

The sameDirectory listed Jane Pellunas residing at & Street near Edwards. Her

occupationZ D Washing. % Jane would have been about 67 years old and was most probably
living with Jameson Jenkins.

In 1886, Margaret Ryan, a live-in domestic in the Lincoln household recollected that a:

S«"EODFN ZRPHQ -DQH -HQNLQV FRORUEHBcaAPDQ GLG QRW OL
hom§2LQ QH[W EORFN«’

" Oak bark is the bark from several types of oak trdess used to make medicine. Oak bark is usedtas éor diarrheacolds

fever, cough, and bronchitis; for stimulating ajeetand for improving digestion. Some people apmy bark directly to the

skin in a compress or add it to bath water for paid swelling (inflammation) of the skin, mouth, throgénitals, and anal

region; and for red itchy skin due to cold expodat@lblains). How does it work? Oak bark congaiannins, which might help
treat diarrhea and inflammation. www.webmd.comfaites-supplements/ingredientmono-498-

OAK%20bark.aspx?activelngredientld=498&activelngeatName=0AK%20bark

Thomas J. WoaodUniversity Archivist,Archives/Special Collections, University of lllimoat Springfield One University Plaza,
Springfield Illinois 62703-5407.

Springfield City Directory (Sangamon County, lllino@&)d Sangamon County Advertiser for 1855-1&§gringfield, Birchall &
Owen, 1855, p. 158. (Hereafter referred t4855-1856 City Directory

1855-1856 City Directoryp. 152.

Herndon$ Informants, Letters, Interviews, and Statements abowthabr Lincoln edited by Douglas L. Wilson and Rodney O.
Davis, University of lllinois Press, Urbana and Chizat@98, p. 597. Jesse W. Weik interview of MargBsegin, October 27,
1886. ISHL, Weik Papers, box 2, Memorandum Book 1.
lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/getobjectr.6774:1.lincoln
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http://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/tc/coughs-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/lung/understanding-bronchitis-basics
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/picture-of-the-skin
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/guide/skin-conditions-pruritus
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/perniosis
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3-DQH -HQNLQV® ZzDV PRVW OLNHO\ -DQH 3HE&OBXZRUNKIBUH KD
in the Lincoln home from time to time and also did laundry for the Lincoln fantilgoes seem
probable that this is the case, but there is no primary evidence of either of thesenasserti

The Lincoln Family

February 8 - Lincoln loses bid for Senate seat.

The most noticeable remodeling of the Lincoln Home took place in 188&sltat this
time that the front of the home was raised from 11/2 stories to 2 fulstdihe bedroom
was moved to the upstairs portion of the home, allowing for the creatitimeofear
parlor. The wood folding doors were added to the parlor at this time arfebtit parlor

windows were permanently closéd
1856
Jane Pellum, A Mulatto, Member of The First Methodist Church

In 1856, Jane Pellum, a 68-year-old mule
woman known as Aunt Pellum, was
member of the First Methodist Church whe
she was assigned the back seat on the r
side of the church. The Church also provic
a load of wood for her. Two histories of t
First Methodist Church give the followin
account of Aunt Pellum.

w’”: S
e sttt S0

First Methodist Church
Southeast Corner of Fifth and Monroe Streets

...The back seat on the north side was given to Aunt Pelham. Shortly térereaf
the preacher was directed to purchase a load of wood for her, or else pay her

$3.00 from the Poor Fund so that she might buy her wn.

There were severaMLVWHUYV ZKR ZHUH D JUHDW KHOS LQ WKH FKX
workers for the Savior, and always ready for every good wordvankl There

was a colored sister too who was a very devote Christian, Aunty Pelham. She

was a woman of strong faith, always in her place in the sanctuary when her

infirmities would permit, and though very poor and a great sufferiegitg all

without a murmut#°

This raises the point of nomenclature when addressing African AmericamgsrimdLy’
CHQW XU\ 7TRGD\ WKH WHU®Sser$HQW ~PBIXE@W\FRQRVLGHUHG DV
insensitive, but this was not the case at the time. It seems more a tdfatiodn and friendship
and compassion beyond the ordinary and approaching that of family.

¢ Lincoln Chronology

1 First Methodist Church, Springfield, lllinois 125 YeaW. G. Piersel, published by the Official Board the 125 Anniversary
Celebration, First Methodist Church, Springfieldnliiis, January 1947, p. 16.

1o Methodism in lllinois James Learton, pastor 1858-1859, conference hist@ar34. First Methodist ChurchKalb, August 23,
1884, p. 24.

58



Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

/L Q F RA@i€@nYAmerican Neighbors

There is a story, perhaps apocryphal, that a family living on South Secoat Vitsén
their parlor one evening when they heard very loud conversation in front of their house. The lady
of the house opened the front door and went otd tre porch where she could see Abraham
Lincoln and Aunt Jane Pellum walking down the street together in very loud conwers&tie
came back inside and told her family what she had $86hG DGGHG 3:K\ RI FRXUVH LW
VHQVH WKDW WKH\ ZRXOG WDON VR ORXGO\ $XQW -DQH LV QHD

The Lincoln Family

The fifth remodeling of the Lincoln Home took place in 1856. The redteohome was
raised to 2 full stories. The iron railing was added to the second floor ancch wall

was put in place to separate the kitchen and dining foom.

1857
Jameson Jenkins Listed in 1857 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory and Sangamon County Advertiser for 1857-1i8tfI
3James Jenkins as colored, residing in a house located on the east sitlaezfrEEdwards. Jane

Pellum was not listed”
1858

Lincoln Runs For United States Senate

June 16 - After the lllinois State Republican convention unanimously selects ttigiras
Senate candidate, Lincoln delivers Ritouse Divided Speech

In 1858, Lincoln made another run for the US Senate, runningsadgtephen Douglas.
The campaign for this seat in 1858 sparked the famous Lincoln-Douglas ©€biatee
were 7 debates.

On November 2, 1858, Lincoln lost the Senate race to Stephen Douglas. The
Republicans received 125,000 votes and the Democrats received 121,000 votes.
However, due to legislative apportionment and thirteen holdover Senators, the Democrats
have a majority of Senators in the State Legislature which chooses the next United States

Senator from Illinois.
1859
Jameson Jenkins Listed in the 1859 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory and Sangamon County Advertiser for 1858d J.
Jenkins as a colored drayman living on the east sid& bé8veen Jackson and Edwards.

“ Lincoln Chronology

1 Springfield City Directory, Sangamon County, lllinoi85XZ-1858 Springfield, Sangamon County Genealogical Socie€3901 p.
40. (Hereafter referred to d857-58 City Directory)

“ Lincoln Chronology
“ Buck & Kreigh$§ City Directory for the Year 1859, Springfield, 18is, Springfield, E. B. Buck and E. P. Kreigh, 18595p.
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Bellfield Jenkins Wins First Premium Award
at Sangamon County Fair for Roadster and Stallions

In October 1859, Bellfield Watkins, age 24, (referred to as Bellfield Jenkinkein t
Register newspaper article) was awarded the Sangamon County Fair first premium in the
FDWHJRU\ Rl 35RDGVWHUYVY DQG VWDOOLRQV IRXU \HDUV ROG DQC

o . are e |

+—— " < ) i
- The Fatr, = . . = {

Tumn DAY.-——Yosterday was devoted to Lhe ex-
hvition ofatook in the rmg

SR vy - f .

Hon%e—-—Roadstors and stnltiona four yonrs
old and upward,—Pirst promium to Bellfield.
Jonling -of this oil»y;——Neno. . Boaoond, ta John
Bunnap, of this eity—St, Lawrence, ~ -

Bellfield Jenkins Wins First Premium at Fair
45
Register Friday, October 7, 185%).

The Lincoln Family

lllinois legislature chooses Douglas for the U.S. Senate over Lincoln by a vote of 54 to
46.

The final alterations of the Lincoln Home took place in the latter part of 1858hand
beginning of 1860. The backyard washing house was torn down and tdshe&dovas

added to the existing Lincoln barn,

45 Register Friday, October 7, 1859, B.
“ Lincoln Chronology
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ILQFROQ-V 1HLJBERUKRRG LQ

" Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield, fibis. Thanks to Tim Townsend, Historian for the Lincolont¢ National
Park for sharing this wonderful depiction of 186GiSgfield.
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1860
Lincoln § African American Neighbors in 1860

By early twenty-first-century standards, the Lincoln family lived in an integrated
neighborhood. In 1860, there were 290 African Americans living in Springfieddt least 21,
about 10% of Springfiel§ African American population, lived within a three-block radius of the
Lincoln home. Of those 21, 18 lived in three African American families and thoeleed as

live-in domestic servants in white househofds.
African American Families Living in the Lincoln Neighborhood

In 1860, there were at least three African American families livingnvitiree blocks of
Mary and Abraham Lincol§ home at the northeast corner of Eighth and Jackson Streets. The
map on the back of the second page shows the location of the Lincoln home andhrémse t
families: John Jackson, Jameson Jenkins, and David King.

The Jackson and King families lived two blocks to the southeast of the Lincoln home and
appear to have had little contact with the Lincolns.

1. John Jackson Family (7)

John Jackson, a 50-year-old whitewasher and Virginia native, lived at 85 S. 9th (on the
east side of 9th, between Edwards and Cook. 608 Str@et) Living with him was his 40 year-
old wife, Matilda (a Kentucky native) and their four children, Henrietta, Edward, @aarg and
Josephine. John is listed as having real estate worth $1,000. Also living witickbenJ&amily

was Diana Tyler, an 80-year-old Virginia native.

John Jackson next obtained the job of cleaning the chamber pot® in t
basement. He also whitewashed the latrine walls. His services began by 1859.
6RPH zZzDJ ZLWK D NQRZOHGJH RI (QJOLVK KLVWRU\ QRWHG L(

WKDW -RKQ -DFNVRQ ZDV SDLG IRUNVNHUYLFHV DV D 3SULY\

148

YRU D IXOO DFFRXQW RI $IULFDSUB® BIWIHEEE ¥ 8 T VL. @ ER@ @H W ABrdah American
Populatin, Richard E. Hart, 2008. The book may be foundhi@ Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library (ALPS-ZDE)
F896 S76 H3267Li; Lincolniana L2 H326Li. Appendix £ #e book contains a list of the African Americangng in
Springfield in 186. 66 Blacks were engaged in 13 different occupatianseported to the census taker or determined from
newspaper advertisements. Those occupations andrfiteen engaged in each are as foBow
Barber 12
Bill Poster 2
Cook 5
Domestic/Servant 12
Drayman
Farm Laborer
Hostler
Laborer
Laundress
Minister
Osler
Shoemaker
White-Washer

WARFRPNOFREFENN

" 1860 censugp. 112.1881 History p. 737.
10 Abraham Lincoln and lllinois' Fifth CapitpBunderine TemplandWayne C. TempleMayhaven Publishing, 2006, p. 32.
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2. David King Family (6)

David King, a 26-year-old barber and Virginia native, lived at 91 S. 9th Stheet, t
northeast corner of Cook and 9th Street. He lived with his 25 year-ad\Weaify who was born
in Tennessee, and their children, Elizabeth A., age 10, James, age nine, Virginiae agedfi
seven month old John, all born in lllinois. David was listed as having reat estaied at
$2,0001

3. Jameson Jenkins Family (5)

The Jameson Jenkins family had lived on the east side of Eighth Street, between Jacks
DQG (GZDUGV LQ WKH /LQFROQ QHLJKERUKRRG VLQFH DERXW
neighbor.

The 1860 HQV XV IRU 6SULQJILHOG ,O00LQRL®B2 iitboMWHG -DPHVR
1808) year-old mulatto drayman who was born in North Carolina. Residthghim were his
wife, Elizabeth, a 45-(53 if born in 1807) year-old mulatto who was born igini;, and their
daughter, Nancy H., a sixteen-year old mulatto who was born in Indiana in 1844 and whose
RFFXSDWLRQ ZDV 3ZDVKHUZRPDQ °

Elizabeth Jenkins owned real estate having a value of $800 and personal property having

a value of $45. Jameson had no asSetSHUKDSV WKLV LV D VFULYHQHUYV HUU
VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ OLVWHG RSSIiRIY aWddtinuatP &f Rh@ $tvan@eD P H o C
VLWXDWLRQ ZKHUH DVVHWYV ZHUH QRW KHOG HWW-DFPHVUNQAKWHQ B P
was the location of the real estate having a value of $800. A search ofathtergrantee

indexes of the Sangamon County Recorder of Deeds discloses no record oElgittzath or

Jameson owning real estate at this time in Sangamon Collihgy resided on the east side of

8th, between Jackson and Edwards Streets, one half block south of the Lincoln Home, and even

though title to that property was in the name of their daughter, Ngoehaps Elizabeth

considered it hers for answering the census questioner.

Also living in the Jenkins household was 20-year-old mul&Raintian” [Aquilla Ann]

Watkins, who was born in Indian&. This was Elizabeth H Q NsLdQugMter by a prior marriage.
In 1867 she would marry William Wright.

The 1860 census l=tl Jane Pellum as a separate head of household immediately above
the listing for Jameson Jenkins. Perhaps there was a small second house on théodevikene
Jane Pellum lived. Jane was a 75-year-old mulatto who was born in Virdinig.Jane, as she
was called, was a washerwomaias she boarding with her daughter, Elizabeth, andrstaw,

Jameson Jenkins? She owned no real estate and had a personal estate vallied at $30.

"' 1860 censygp. 112 (Va.)(26). $2,000/$100.860 and 1863 City DirectorieS1 S. 9th, between Edwards and Cook.
"2 1860 censug. 122. 1860 City Directory 1857-58 City Directory Power, p. 303. Base Mappp. 84-86.

"** 1860 censugp. 122.

e 1860 censu9p. 122.
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The Springfield City Directory and Sangamon County Advertiser for 1860-1i8&H
Jameson Jenkins as3@amstef residing in a house located on the east sidé ofeir Edwards.

Mrs. Jane Pellum 3 3 D O QsDiftéd as boarding with J. Jenkins, who was herisdaw.™
African American Servants Living in the Lincoln Neighborhood

In 1860, three African American servant women lived in the homes of theiogengl
within a three-block radius of the Lincoln home.

1. Lucy Butcher, a 26-year-old Virginia native, was a servant at the residence of Isaac A.
Hawley at the northwest corner df &nd Market (Capitol) Streets.

2. Rebecca Smith an 18-year-old mulatto and lllinois native, was a servant at the Jacob
Bunn residence at the southwest corner of Sixth and Jackson Streets. (on gideaafst
6th street between Market and Jackson.)

156
JacoB BUNN RESIDENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SXTH AND JACKSON STREETS.

3. Charlotte Sims, a 40-year-old District of Columbia native, was a servant at the John A.
McClernand’ residence at the northwest corner of Edwards #rgtrzets’®

&HOHEUDWLRQ RI /LQFROQYV 1RPLQDWLRQ

, Q WKH -HQNLQV IDPLO\ KDG EHHQ WKH /LQFROQVY QHL
12 years. On May 18, 1860, Lincoln was nominated for president, and on November 6, 1860,
was elected President of the United States. No doubt Jameson and his family witressed th
attention given to the Lincolns and their home during this exciting period.

Lincoln was chosen by the Republican National Convention in Chicago to represent the
party in the 1860 Presidential election. The nomination was announced on Ma608

* Williams fiSpringfield Directory, City Guide, and Business Mirror 186061, compiled by C. S. Williams, Springfield, John S.
Bradford, 1860, pp. 95 and 118.

% Original photograph from the Sangamon Valley Coltettiincoln Library, Springfield, lllinois.
57

"*® 1860 censugp. 120 (f)(Mu.)(D.C.)(40).
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October 19 - Lincoln received the famous Grace Bedell letter. Grace was an Hldyear
girl from Westfield, New York. After apparently taking Grace's advice, Abrahiacoln
became the first bearded President.

On August 8, 1860, participants in a Republican rally paraded past the Lincoln home on
their way to the state fairgrounds. They stopped in front of the Lincoln Hongeplootograph
The parade included a wagon that carried 33 ladies dressed in white, representingstiie tiat
Union. A lone lady, also in white, is following them in a small buggy representangds with a
VLIQ WKDW UHDGYV 3:RQTW \RX OHW PH LQ °

5. . s : %& RS .Y B P Gy JUEEE
The Abraham Lincoln Home on Wednesday Morning, August 15, 1880

A description of the Springfield celebration of August 15, 1860 follows:

The Great Springfield Rally
A MASS MEETING of 80,000
321" $% (T $7 +20(

The train at last reached Springfield at a little after nifgook in the morning, making

the trip from Chicago to Springfield in twelve hours. The thunder otémmon and the
continued cheering, announced that the Northerners had arrived. uietfe streets in
every direction a complete mass of people, and crowding our way throughokedbo
ourselves at the Chenery House, and by good fortune secured a nin&iidd room in

an adjoining building for the accommodation of the entire delegation. We thid sall
forth in quest of adventure, and accordingly crowded through to the Stase Hahis is

a fine building, similar to the Chicago CauwW + R Xxbhh¢here we adjourned to Old
Abe $ residence where for three mortal hours a procession of almost countiessrs
passed by, every wagon load or company cheering Mr. Lincolrusathically, that
distinguished gentleman standing on his door steps, gracefully acknovgethgiin
compliments. The procession is acknowledged to be the most strikingcgloliti
demonstration of the kind ever made. Among its principal features ®erenZpanies of

Wide Awakes, ten beautifully decorated caravans of young ladies, a full riggezhecho

with sailors, a huge wagon drawn by six horses, on which was a small jpowedriven

by a live steam engine; the next feature was an immense wagon drawn by 26 yoke of
oxen, on which was represented almost every department of mechanical labor; there wer
quite a number of wagons on which men were splitting rail, &c.; among teeing

1 Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibranSpringfield, Illinois. (Hereafter referred to AEPL)
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and numberless devices and banners, were several representing Mr. Douglas ag imbibin
30\ *UHDW 3 fran®QtRhe 300tk 6f a stone jug, &c.

After the procession we were introduced to, and shook hands with Mr. and.ikicoln.
Our readers well know how Old Abe looks, so to suffice it to sayrsf Lincoln that she
is a very accomplished lady, and will grace the White House, which we were told she was

to inevitably occupy, very becominngf/(?

Abraham Lincoln Elected President
Abraham Lincoln was elected President on Tuesday, November 6, 1860.

November 6 - Abraham Lincoln was elected thé" Feesident of the United States
defeating Stephen Douglas (Northern Democratic Party), John C. Breckinridghdi®o
Democratic Party), and John Bell (Constitutional Unionist Party). His Vice President was

Hannibal Hamlin of Maine®"
Lincoln Speaks From Residence

On the evening of November 20, 1860, the Wide-Awake torchlight procession was quite
large. It halted in front of the Lincoln home and cheered for Abraham Linecdilnhe appeared
and spoke. Can anyone believe that Jameson and Elizabeth Jenkins and Aunt Jane Pellum were
not present for this event?

[ TUE GRAND FINAL. PROCESSION OF THE Wibg|
AWAKES, . e b

Last night the 'grk;mlcst turn-out of |
“Wido Awakes took place, . After parading their |
routo of march, amidst the hearty congratula-| |
tions of the people, they passed tho residenco |’
of Mr. Lincoln who, being: called upon_by thol.
enthusiastic cheors of {the surrotnding multi-|
tude camo- forward and made tho  following.
remarks : i} ‘ i

REPUBLICAN DEMONSTRATION
AT SPBINGFIEItD. ILLINOIS.
ADDRESS OF MR. LINCOLN.

Senator Trumbull Makes a Semi-official State-
ment of Mr Lincoln's Views.

[From the Now York Herald.]
Srrixeriznn, 111, Nov, 20, 1860,
Springfield isin a blaza of glory to-might. Al

_ MR, LINCOLY'S REMARKS,
FRIENDS AND I"m.l.qir-()ljnziles:-—_1Pleﬁsd ‘ox:
‘cusome, on this occasion, from naking n speech, |
Ithank you for the kindness and compliment of |

though the oelebrstion was intended to be atrictly
leozl, people have been pouring in in all sorte of
conveyanoes the whole day, Tho city isaplendidly
fllnminated, mostly with Chinese lanterns. The
Stato House, a large rquare beilding, in the centre
of a square in the middle of the city, has the ap-
pearance of four walls of fire. The Wide-Awake
torchlight procession was quite large. It halted in
front of Mr. Lincoin'e home, and oheered for Lin-
coln until he sppenred, and epoke as follows :

November 30, 1860, Philadelphia newspaper.

160 .
Woodstock Sentinel.
61

12 Journal November 21, 1860, p. 2.

66

others, who, have thought it, by. your.votes, to
indorse the' Republican| eauso, - I rejoice with
you in the suecess which has,” so far, nitended

towards any citizen whoj by his voto, has:diffei~

of fraternal feeling, = °

fifimpgEsislety

JournaNovember 21, 1862)62

this eall:” 'I'thank'“yqu, ‘in common ‘with all|"

,thf_\t “cause.; - Yet in pll onr rejoicing. Jet/us |’
nither express, nor cherish,'any” harsh fecling |

ed with us. Lot us at ]l times remomber that {*
all Ameriean citizens'arg brothers of‘n chmmon |
country, and should dwell together in:tho bonds|-

Lot mo again beg’ you to aceept myithanks, | -
and to exeuss mo’ from fxurthe,r speaking at this|
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-DPHV %ODQNV /LVWHG LQ &KLFDJRTV &HQVXV

Sometime between 1854 and 1860, James and Martha Ann Pellum Blanks moved from
Springfield to Chicago. In the 1860 census, James Blanks, age 47, and his wiife, Rédium
Blanks, age 35, were living in Chicago. Marthaalf sister Jane Watkins, a 24-year-old
seamstress, was living with them. James was a janitor having tat& eslued at $8,000 and

personal property worth $150.

In comparison, Abraham Lincoln was listed in the 1860 census as having propeity wor
$18,000, $5,000 in real estate and $13,000 in personal property.

1861

Jameson Jenkins Drives Lincolr§ Carriage to Railroad Depot
for Departure From Springfield

At about 7:30 a.m. on Monday, February 11, 18
Abraham Lincoln, age 52, left the Chenery House at {
northeast corner of Fourth and Washington Street 3 '
Springfield for the Great Western Railroad depot to ¢

his trip to Washington, D. €.

Jameson Jenkins, age 53, drove Lindplarriage from
the Chenery House to the Great Western railroad dt
Jameson Jenkins drove Lincoln in his carriage to
Great Western railroad depot. Jameson Jenkins ¢ ..
ILQFROQTV EDJJDJH LQ KLV ZD g
railroad depot. Jameson Jenkins drove Lincoln anc
baggage in his wagon to the Great Western railr
GHSRW , G R QHaNthNs® R ZorzZektL Fone -
apparently correct and is an indication of the trust Great Western Railroad Depot
friendship Lincoln had for Jameson Jenkins. at 16 and Market (Capitol)

163

38QLWHG 6WDWHV & HRaiSéarch(familyse@réhtdfg/pal:/MM9.1.1/MXCH-4GB: accessedJbh 2014), James
%ODQNV &KLFDJR QG :DUG &RIRW FOWLQRLEV 88 I6W RIS &\U DFAHRRCH fdriily,
NARA microfilm publication; FHL microfilm 803164.

1 Washington StarFebruary 12, 1861 Memories of LincolnThomas D. Jones, New York, Press of the Pioneers, 1938, p. 1
Monaghan, Diplomat, p. 28.
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Life After Lincoln
Life After Lincoln
1861
Marriage of Nancy Jenkins and William La Rue Florville

On April 9, 1861, William La Rue Florville, the 21-year-old son of it 3% LO O\ WKH
% D U mmtiPhoebe Florville, married 17-year-old Nancy H. Jenkins, the daughter of Jameson

and Elizabeth Pellum Jenking.

James Blanks Listed in the 1861 Chicago City Directory

In the1861 Chicago City DirectoryJames Blanks was listed as a pcl)er?éiving at 129
Buffalo, Chicago, lllinois.
1862

James Blanks Listed in the 1862 Chicago City Directory

In the1862 Chicago City DirectoryJames Blanks was listed as a colored porter living at
129 Fourth Ave., Chicago, Illinoi§!

Richard M. Hancock Moves to Chicago

In 1862, Richard M. Hancock moved to Chicago and shortly after was given employment
as a pattern maker in the shops of the Eagle Works Manufacturing Company. @n I86é,

Jane Watkins, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jenkins, married Richard M. Hahcock.
1863

Birth of Aquilla Lillian Florville
(1863-1894)

On May 5, 1863, Aquilla Lillian Florville, the daughter of William La Rue arah¢y H.
Jenkins Florville, was born. Aquilla was the granddaughter of Jameson and Elizabeth Pellum
-HQNLQV DQG :LOOLDP 3%LOO\ WKH %BUEHU DQG 3KRHEH 5RXQW

Jameson Jenkins Fined for Fighting and Disturbing the Peace

In early May, 1863, Jameson Jenkins, age 53, was fined $5 for fighting and distuebing th
peace.

* llinois Statewide Marriage Index00001245 SangamorWVilliam La Rue Florville was the son of William Flohd, Abraham
/ILQFROQYV EDUEHU DQG IULHQG

e A porter s:
1. a person hiretb carry burdensr baggageasat a railroad statioor a hotel.
2. a person who does cleaning and maintenanceiwarkuilding, factory, store, etc.
3. an attendarih a railroad parlocaror sleeping car.

a 1862 Chicago City Directory.
18 lllinois Statewide Marriage Indexlune 6, 1867, Book 001, Cook County.
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Jemerson Jenking, for fmhtmn- aud dlstmbmn-
tho ponce ﬂned $5° and coqls._ T

Jameson Jenkins Fights and Dlsturbs Peace
Journal,Wednesday, May 6, 18(3159

Bellfield Watkins Fined For Immoderate Driving

2Q 2FWREHU %HOOILHOG :DWNLQV DPRGHUIDOMHE JXL(
GULYLQJ DQG ZDV ILQHG E\ -XGJH $GDPV

s s &

g~ Bellfield Watkins was the only notoriety
who figured on the police records yesterday, e
was fined 3 with costs by 'Squire Adams for im.
moderate driving,  Bell plead guilty, and avoided

the unpleasant ordm\l of a trial,
-+ P————

—

Register Wednesday, October 28, 186%

Bellfield Jenkins (Watkins)
Plans to Race His Horse

Horse racing was popular in Springfield in t
1860s. On December 4, there was a 1
between Red Rover and Irish Mare. The r
was a distance of 300 yards. Red Rover won
second race between the same horses was &
race for $25. The Irish Mare won by almos
qguarter mile. In the afternoon there was a r
between Mr. Con§V 'LFN DQG D KF
Bell Jenkins. The race was for $250, was 1
PLOHV LQ OHQJWK DQG zD"
south part of the city.

7TKH QHZVSDSHU XVHV WKt
UDWKHU WKDQ °3:DWNLQV
Bellfield lived with Jameson and his motht
Elizabeth, the surname of Jenkins w
sometimes given to him by the public.

* Journal Wednesday, May 6, 1863, 3.

. Register Wednesday, October 28, 18@33.
171 RegisterFriday, December 4, 1863, p. 3.
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Honsk RAcwu —‘Iprhwﬁdd to keep up with
tho spirit of the times, is rapidly becoming **a
fasttown.” After tilh-'exullcmcnt of the billiard
tournamenlty, horse racing again assumes an un-
dispused sway over the minds of the sporting fra-
ternity, Yesterday afternoon there wana u raco
between ** Red Rover,” the horse that was Leaten

“{on Wednosday, and nunag known as “the Iviah

mare;" the distanco being 300 yards, for a purse

i of 25, This time “Red Rover” was more (or-

tuoate, winuieg the purse for his well pleased
owner. Another mateh wasmade on the grounds
botween the same animals, for a mile race for
$25. Wind und bottum told in faver of **the
Irish mare,” na sho came out nearly nquarter of a
mile nhead, following the old injuncion, * Make
hasto slowly.” This afternoon there is tu he
another race, between Mr. Coue's ' Dick,” and o

. { horso ovned by Bell Jonking. The rnoe is for

2250, two miles and repeat, on Cone's truck, in
tho south part of the city. Theso horses are liko

a large mnjority of the fust people of the duav, al-

though they run a good distance, thiey aro bul.
‘‘serabs,’
— el W e

Register; Friday, December 4, 1863t
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Bellfield Jenkins (Watkins)
Forfeits Horse Race

On December 4, 1863, Bellfield Watkins forfeited a rAc6E KHGXOHG IRU &RQHYV WU
He paid the forfeit fee of $70.

Di» Nor Cour 7o Tisme.—The race announced
to come oft at Oane's track, yesterday afiernoon,
falled, owing to the “‘backing out” of one of the
puarties,  Believing, with our president, that it
wag casier to pay a gmall debt than a larger one,”
Mr. Bell Jenkins coneluded to pay the forfeit, 279,
rather than take tho chances on the epeod of his

horse,
[ e ]

Register Saturday, December 5, 1863
James Blanks Listed in the 1863 Chicago City Directory

In the1863 Chicago City DirectoryJames Blanks was listed as a colored porter living at
129 Fourth, Chicago, Illinoit.

Richard M. Hancock Listed in the 1863 Chicago City Directory

In the 1863 Chicago City DirectoryRichard M. Hancock was listed as a patternmaker
living at 154 State, Chicago, lllinots'

Emancipation Proclamation and Watch Night

On December 27, 1863, William Florville, originally a Haitian who settled in Speildgf
DQG KDG EHH Qrbét, @fetRapQigndntHditer to President Lincoln. Florville was the
father of William La Rue Florville, the husband of Nancy Jenkin® R U Yletter@lddextended
his belated sympathy to the Lincoln family following the deathbfOOLDP 3:LOOLH" /LQFROQ
died on February 20, 1882almost two years earlier. In that letter, Florville mentioned that his
son, William, had marriedWilliam had married on April 9, 1861.

The Shackels have fallen, and Bondmen have become freeman to Soafreaoyeander

your ProclalDWLRQ $QG , KRSH HUH ORQJ LW PD\«cEHODRGQGLYHUVDO LQ I
for that reason, | hope and trust, that you may be choseSdopad term to Administer

the affairs of this Government.

And When these troubles Shall end, the Nation will rejoice. the QppridsShout the

name of their deliverer, and Generations to Come, will rise up and lciabsed.

e Register Saturday, December 5, 1863.
e 1863Chicago City DirectoryHalpin and Bailey, p198.
e 1863 Chicago City Directory
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| was Surprised at the announcement of the death of your SohtWdlight him a Smart
boy for his age, So Considerate, So Manly: his Knowledge and goddrSsmesding
most boys more advanced in years. yet the time Comes to all, all must die.

| should like very much, to See you, and your family. but thelgeivifeenjoying an
interview, may not soon, if ever come.

My family are all well. My son William is Married and in business for hineelf.
occupying the Same place in Which | was at the time you left. dglkhEdchis (and
Willys) Dog is a live and Kicking doing well he stays Mostly at John EtRdlis ®oys
Who are about the Size now that Tad & Willy Ware When they Wédbington

Your Residence here is Kept in good order. Mr. Tilton hdsldr@ic to ruin things. Mrs.
Tilton and Miss Tilton are very Strong Union Ladies and dd deakfr the Soldiers who
are Suffering So Much for us & to Sustain the Government

your obt Servant

William Florville the Barbét
1864

Jameson Jenkins Listed in the 1864 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory for 1864sted 3J. S. Jenkinsas olored, residing in a
house located on south Eighth Stréet.

James Blanks Listed in the 1864 Chicago City Directory

In the 1864 Chicago City DirectoryJames Blanks was listed as living in Chicago,

llinois.*"”

1865
Death of Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln died on April 15, 1865, and his Springfield funeral was held on May 3
and 4.

$EUDKDP /LQFROQYV 6SULQJILHOG )XQHUDO

$EUDKDP /LQFROQYV IXQHUDO ZDV WKH ODUJHVW LQ KXPDC
were said to have come to Springfield for the event. Jameson Jenkins was livihgwjosthe
street from the Lincoln Home and there can be little doubt that he witnesseatithes funeral
events in the neighborhood as well as elsewhere in the city. On May 4, the Funeral d&frocessi
SDVVHG -DPHVRQYV KRPH 'LG KH ZDON ZLWK WKH FRORUHG IRO

e American Memory, Library of Congred®eel 64, Abraham Lincoln Papers, pp. 118-120.

° Springfield City Directory and Business Mirror for 186dompiled by Julius Babeuf, Springfield, Johnson &adBord,
Booksellers and Printers, West Side of Public Squa&t@4. (Hereafter referred to 84864 City Directory)

H 1863 Chicago City DirectoryHalpin and Bailey, p198.
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The Lincoln Home
Mourners at the Lincoln Home

Yesterday and this morning the house where Mr. Lincoln li
fifteen years ... has been the centre of interest to all the stra
in the city. It is situated four or five squares to the southea
the State House, and is at present the residence of S. 1
President of the Great Western Railroad. The house has
often described. You remember that it is an unpretending
story frame house with a one-story ell, which, the house b
on a street corner, fronts another street than the main buil
It is, or rather was some years ago, painted a very yellow st
color, is plainly furnished, and contains but eight roao

altogether. In the small yard are several quite large apple-i SN 2
now in full blossom, and there is some shrubbery. The faw Congressional Delegation Outside Abraham
chair in which he sat and the desk at which he wrote are 178

. Lincoln s Home in Springfield 3 May 4, 1865.
there, as are many other of his old personal surround pring Y

Today the hundreds of visitors are begging everything avail There were many visitors to the home and m:
as souvenirs, sprigs from the shrubbery, blossoms from % of them were groups including the Chica

even palings from the fence for canes. Delegation of 100 and various Congressio
Delegations among them.

During the day upward of five thousand persons have vis
the former residence of President Lincoln. It is a plain fre 3 "
house, about thirty-six feet front and eighteen high; -
stories, with a heavy bracket-cornice, painted drab,

finished with green blinds.

The old residence of Mr. Lincoln was the center
mournful interest. The house, which was occupiec
Lucien Tilton, was very heavily draped in mournii
The windows were curtained with black and white,
corner posts wreathed with evergreens, the cori
hidden by festoons of black and white looped ug : :
intervals, and the space between the cornice of the Stereoview of Lincolns Residence
and the central window filled with the American fl praped in Mourning 3 May 3 or 4, 1865"

gracefully trimmed?®

Large numbers of citizens and strangers visited the former residbadatefPresident,
at the corner of Eight and Jefferson [Jackson] streets. mbstasistefully decorated with
the national mourning colors and evergreens. The delegation luinoned from
Chicago repaired to the house and had their photograpmdntal@nection with the

. . 182 . .
house, as a memorial of a solemn occasion andzwsn

He Frederick W. Ingnre, photographer of Springfield, Illinois. T. E. Sexwwarked with Ingmire.

e New York TimesMay 4, 1865. www.nytimes.com/1865/05/04/news/petic-obsequiesw-lincoln-again-home-journey-
chicago-springfield.html

0 Lincoln Memorial The Journeys of Abraham Lincoln: from SpringfieldWashington, 1861, as President Elect; and from
Washington to Springfield, 1865, as President Martyrednf@ising an Account of Public Ceremonies on the Entiet® and
Full Details of Both Journey&Villiam Turner Coggeshall, Ohio State Journal, 186295.
181

John Carbutt photographer of Chicago, lllinois.
. Journal, Thursday, May 4, 1865
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http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/P0406&CISOBOX1=Abraham
http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/P0406&CISOBOX1=Lincoln's
http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/P0406&CISOBOX1=Springfield.
http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22William+Turner+Coggeshall%22
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Funeral Decorated Lincoln Home with Reverend Henry Brown to the left or rear dDIld Bob pand the Reverend
183
Trevan on the right or front of the horse®* May 4, 1865

Recent history detectives have attempted to identify a single individ@aphotograph
of a multitude of people attending a famous historic event such as tlyshBegt Address./ HW  V
take it one step further and ask you to look at the photograph above aadidnlgr the man
VWDQGLQJ WR WK M nbse akdwied thé\rétadihimgRvBIMVHHThis hands on his hips. Is
he an African American? If so, who more than Jameson Jenkins would be the logicaltperso
have been there with the horse and his friend Henry Brown. The horse would hase aneed
place to stay while in Springfield for the funeral. Jenkins still lived ddwenstreet and had a
barn and yard. Did he take care of Old Bob, and ishOtP H V Ré3é&née in this photo? The
reader is left to decide.

Jameson Jenkins Listed in the 1865 lllinois Census

James® 3*-HQNHQV’ ™ ZDV1881 MiMbild Gtate TekswsHor SpringfieldThe

census recorder listed two white males and one white female at the resideness it merely a
VFULYHQHUYV HUURU LQ UHFRUGLQJ WKHQ-NHIFREQWAEMRILO\ DV

ZKLWH"™"

*** Frederick W. Ingmirephotographer of Springfield, lllinoid.ance Ingmire CollectionLance Ingmire, Pittsford, New York.
"™ S Film number 972765 Digital Folder Number: 0046T8dage Number: 00080. familysearch.org/pal:/MM9XQAK8-RSG
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William La Rue Florville Purchases Lots at Southwest Corner of 14th and Adams

On March 2, 1865, William La Rue Florville purchased three lots (Lots 1, 2, and 3) at the

southwest corner of 14th and Adams for $700, or $233 péf Idthis price would indicate the
lots were vacant and unimproved.

Nancy Jenkins Florville and William La Rue Florville Sell South Eighth Street Housg
The Jameson Jenkins House

On September 1, 1865, Nancy Jenkins Florville and William La Rue Florville sotd thei
house on South Eighth Street to Abner Jones Allen for $ff§0f).the 1860 census, Allen was
the jailor at the County Jail. This was the house where Jameson Jenkins had lived for about 17
years, from about 1848 to about October 14, 1865.

William La Rue Florville
Sells Lot at Southwest Corner of 14th and Adams to Elizabeth Jenkins

On October 14, 1865, William La Rue Florville sold Lot 1 at the southwest corner of 14th
and Adams to his mothém-law, Elizabeth Jenkins, for $1,200. The lot and improvements were
for the use of Elizabeth duLQJ KHU OLIH DQG WKHQ WKH SURSHUW\ ZDV WI
her daughter, Nancy Jenkins Florville. Jameson was again left out of the chain of tiitée t
home where he lived® Why? The price of $1,200 would indicate that the lot purchased by
Florville in March 1865 had been improved with a new house over the summer.

Jameson Jenkins Moves to Southwest Corner of #4nd Adams Streets

In October 1865, Jameson Jenkins and his family moved from South Eighth Stieet to
new residence at the southwest corner of 14th and Adams Streets.

The house depicted in the 1867 Reuters Map at the southwest cornérasfdlAdams
was a one-story frame house facing Adams Street. It appears to have an addition onitlee east s
midway on the long east side of the house. It also had an outbuilding at the saghessof
the back yard.

" &URVE\ TV $GGLVBYR @fortwadidd pidvided by Curtis Mann, Lincoln LibyaiSpringfield, lllinois.

e Sangamon County Recorder of Deddsed Book 23, p. 378. Warranty Deed dated Septeth 1865. Abner J. Allen was listed
in the1860 Springfield City Directory He was a jailor living at the southwest corner ofelstin and Seventh. In th863 City
Directory, he was listed as with Crowder & Co. and living at5£ighth.

o 1860 Federal Census of Sangamon County, lllife@gamon County Genealogical Society, 1982, p(R1H.)(49). 0/$600.

18 Collected Worksv. V, p. 277.

To Lorenzo Thomas

Adjutant General. Executive Mansion

My dear Sir Washington, Junei8h2.

Please see Gov. Yates and Gov. Wood, and if it bsistent with regulations, do what they desire about
mustering officer at Springfield, lllinois. Yours truly

A. Lincoln

The following endorsement is signed on the bottorthefletter by Richard Yates, John Wood, and William
.HOORJJ 3:H UHFRPPHQG $ - $@OHHG D$QOHWQDRIW TXFRORLIWHUPDVWHU ZLWK UDQN
June 19 and confirmed by the Senate on June 30, 1862.

1 SVC Information provided by Curtis Mann, Lincoln Libra§pringfield, lllinois.
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Residence of Jameson Jenkins at
southwest corner of 14th and Adal
Streets

1872 Map of Springfield Illinois
Showing Location of Jameson Jenkins Residence at the Southwest Coroél4™" and Adams Street_%.91

James Blanks Listed in the 1865 Chicago City Directory

In the 1865 Chicago City DirectoryJames Blanks was listed as a porter living at 129
Fourth Avenue, Chicago, lllinois?

0 Springfield, lllinois 1867. Perspective map oriented with north toward the upigét. A. Ruger, Chicago, Chicago
Lithographing Co., 186. Call Number G4104.S5A3 18/ Repository Library of Congress, Geography and
Map Division, Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA dcu ifalg I|d g4104s pm001880
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104s.pm001880 LibrafyCongress Catalog Number 73693374

* 9 L B4 View of Springfield llinoigyugustus Koch, 1872LPL
"2 1865 Chicago City Directory
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1866
Jameson Jenkins Messenger at Sangamon County Court House

The Springfield City and Sangamon County Directory For 186&d Jameson Jenkins
as a messenger at the Sangamon County Court Houéeatl 8Vashington Streets. For the first

time, he was listed as living in a house at the southwest cornef ahti4Adams StreetS

Photograph of the lllinois State House Showing the Sangamon County Court Housetle Left Background194

Jameson Jenkins Fined for Depositing Filth in Streets

Porice Avrains.—Jamison Jenking, for de-

positing filth in the strest, was brought be-
fore Justice Adums yesterday, and fined 35
and costs.

It is somewhat singular, to say the least,
that only one man kas been arrested,during the
last five months, for throwing foul matteriuto
tho streets, when one can hardly pasa around
the public square without sceing something
thrown from varioua localifics, to offend the
senzes. It would add much to the reputation
of the proper city official if he would put cer-
tain ordinances into force, and thereby pre-
veat onr prineipal public thoroughfares from
becoming the receptacles for old boots, shoes,
straw, broken crockery, waste paper and
ashes, Beiter have no law upon the sub-
ject than to let its provisions Lecome a dgad

letter. ¢ %7 g

Journal Friday, June 29, 18686°

On Thursday, June 28, 1866, Jamison (Jame
Jenkins was fined $3 and costs for deposit
filth in the street. Thelournal opined that the
HYHQW ZDV 3VRPHZKDW VL(
that only one man has been arrested, during
last five months, for throwing foul matter into tl
streets, when one can hardly pass around
public square without seeing something thro
I[URP YDULRXV ORFDOLWLHYV
why was Jenkins singled out for punishment?

1 City Directories of Springfield and Jacksonvjlompiled and published by John C. W. Bailey, issatdtie office of John C. W.
Bailey, Springfield and Chicago, lllinois, 1866, p391 (Hereafter referred to a@866 City Directory Springfield and
Jacksonville)

104
ALPL
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Foreclosure on Property Owned by William L. and Nancy H. Florville

On October 1, 1866, William L. and Nancy H. Florville borrowed money and signed two

promissory notes.

They gave a mortgage on Springfield property to secunetdse In

December they had not paid the notes, and the holder of the notetofilegkclose on the

property pledged.

\‘7 HERBAS, by their cerlain deed of |

trust, dated October fimst. A, 1), elghteen

hundred and_ ixty-rix, and filed for record inthe |-

ofiice of the Recorder of Deeds for Sangamon coun-
ty and State of Ninols, William L. 1torville and
Naucy 11, Elorville, hiv wife, did convey to the un-
derelgned the followlug described real estate s Loy
No. (1) fonr, in block No. () three, in Mis, Ulrich's
addition to the dity of Springfield, - -

o Which conveyavee was mude to recare the pay-
ment of two promivory uotes therein described,
And whereae, the tirst note has hacome due and re-
melus unpaid, Now, therefore, at the request of

the leeal holder of »afd notes, and in aceordance |

with the provixiopg of #2id deed: of trusl, the un-
dersfpned trustee - will, on - Wednesday, the
12th-day of December, A, D, 1566, helween the
hours of 10 o'clock: A, n, and 4 o'clock ». x., fn
front of the Court House, In the city of Springteld,
proceed to sell at public vendue the above describe
propertyto the higliest bidder, for eseh, to ratfsly
the gaid notes, together with the futerest and cost of
exccn_llnl;z this trust,

vovzdhy JOSHUA F. AMOS, Trusies,

Journa/ Monday, December 3, 186%’.6

1867

In 1867, the two Watkins sisters, Aquilla Ann and Jane, each were married.

Marriage of Aquilla A nn Watkins and William Wright

On March 25, 1867, Aquilla (Quilly) Ann Watkins, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum
Watkins Jenkins, married William Wright in Sangamon County, liRGis.

Marriage of Jane Watkins and Richard M. Hancock

On June 6, 1867, Jane Watkins, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jenkins,

married Richard M. Hancock of Chicadj6. This was Richa6 1V VHFRQG PDUULDJH
children by his first wife, who predeceased him.

e Journal, Friday, June 29, 1866, 4.
e Journal Monday, December 3, 1866,4.

197 llinois Statewide Marriage Registr$)0002526 Sangamoh881 History, pp733, 739, and 738. In 1856, Thomas J. Wright, a
36 year-old African American man born in Kentuckfirginia?? 1860 Census), and his 31 year-old wife, ISBm@tuneborn in
Virginia, moved to Springfield with their daughtelatilda, born in Huntsville, Missouri, on February, 1.847. Other children
were Frances V., born in Missouri circa 1840, Willikim born in Missouri circa 1843, G. M., born in Missiocirca 1848,
Garthur, born in Missouri circa 1854 and Willis T.,rivan lllinois in 1860. They were members of theigdn Methodist

Episcopal Church. Matilda would marry John Edward Jaclkgs70rin 1860 they resided at the northeast corner of agth
ODVRQ 6WUHHWY DQG WKH FHQVXVIRUWIODW RHB U™ AGALWWKY UTHKIR® DHYV @A WH UR/IRYQL QJ D YD

property worth $150.

198 |llinois Statewide Marriage Registr¥)01, Fink, Cook, Ancestry.conCook County, lllinois, Marriage and Death Indexes, 383
1889 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com @pens, Inc., 2011. Sam FirffkChicago Marriage and Death
Index Chicago, lllinois.Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New Bern, Ho@arolina, 1770-1900Catherine W.

Bishir, UNC Press Books, 2013, p. 273.
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James Blanks Listed in 1867 Chicago City Directory

In the1867 Chicago City DirectorydJames Blanks was listed as a colored janitor living at
89 Fourth Avenue, Chicago, lllinotS,

Richard M. Hancock Listed in 1867 Chicago City Directory

In 1867, Richard M. Hancock was listed as the foreman of the Eagle Works petker
shop. Richard and his wife Jane, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jenkinat 80éd

Clark, Chicago, Illinoi$>

Death of Jane Pellum
(1787-1867)

Jane Pellum died in Springfield, llinoi
on November 9, 1867, at age 80, and \
buried there in theXolored Section of
Oak Ridge Cemetery. The lot where ¢
was buried was purchased by [t
grandson, Bellfield  Watkins, o]

November 11, 1867

Grave of Jane Pellum
Oak Ridge Cemetery

1868-69
Jameson Jenkins Listed in 1868-69 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory for 18689 listed J. Jenkins aa colored drayman,
residing in a house located at the corner of Adams ahGtraets”

Richard M. Hancock Listed in 1869 Chicago City Directory

In 1869, Richard M. Hancock FR O 1 G listed ¥ foreman of the Eagle Works
patternmaker shop. He and his wife Jane, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Waikins, Je

lived at 366 Clark, Chicago, Illinois.

198 1867 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois.
200 1867 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois
201 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois, Lot 16, Block 5.

o Holland § Springfield City Directory, for 1868-6%hicago, Western Publishing Company, Publishers, 34Water Street.
(Hereafter referred to d8868-69 City Directory

3 1869City Directory for Chicago, lllinoisEdwards and Co., Publisher.
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Jameson Jenkins Listed in 1869-70 Springfield City Directory

TheSpringfield City Directory for 1869-7listed J. Jenkins ascolored laborer, residing
in a house located at the corner of Adams aftiSteeets:

1870 Census
Jameson and Elizabeth Jenkihd LVWHG LQ 6SULQJILHOGTYV &HQV XV

In the 1870 census, Jameson Jenkins was liste@%year-old black man who was born
in North Carolina in 1801. He was living in Springfield with his wife, Elizapetho wasa 64-

year-old dlack” lady who was born in Virginia.
James % ODQNV /LVWHG LQ &KLFDJRTV &EHQVXV DQG &LW\

In the1870 Chicago City Directorydames Blanks was listed as a colored janitor living at
89 Fourth Ave., Chicago, llinois® The 1870 census of Chicago éidtJames Blanks as a 58-
year-old mulatto who was born in Virginia. He was a janitor with real estate val§@&®a6 and
personal property at $800. Living with him was Martha, his 55-year-old muldtondio kept
house. Martha was born in about 1815 in Virginia. Also living with the Beskere William
Jackson, a 45-year-old mulatto policy broker who had been born in Kentucky, and James Selph, a

25-year-old mulatto conductor on the railroad who was born in Ohio.
Richard Mason Hancock Listed in 1870 Census

In the 1870 census, Richard Mason Hanawek listed as a 36-year-old mulatto who was
born in North Carolina about 1834. Mes living in Chicago with his 28-year-old wife, Jamee
Watkins, and two children, Fanny, age 12, and George, age 10. Also in the household were Elia

Hawkins, age 24, and George Lee, agé‘)%o.
1871
Great Chicago Fire October 8-10, 1871

The Great Chicago Fire was a conflagration that burned from Sunday, Octubea8y
Tuesday, October 10, 187The fire killed up to 300 people, destroyed roughly 3.3 square miles
of Chicago, lllinois, and left more than 100,000 residents homelesgpdirently destroyed the
homes of James and Martha Blanks and Richard and Jane Watkins Hancock as they are at new
addresses in the Chicago City Directory after the fire.

e Springfield City Directory, for 18699, R. L. Dudley & Co., Publishers, Springfield, lllinoBaily State Register Steam Printing
House, 1869. (Hereafter referred tdl869-70 City Directory)

° 1870 CensusSpringfield, Sangamon, lllingiRoll: M593_282; Page: 349; Image: 100.
e 1870City Directory for Chicago, lllinois

*" 1870 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois.

8 1870 Census, Chicago, lllinois.

20!
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1872-73

Jameson Jenkins Listed in 1872-73 Springfield City Directory

The Springfield City Directory for 1872-7Bsted Jameson Jenkins ataborer, residing

in a house located at the corner of Adams ariti[14th] Street$” Jameson had lived at this
address since October 1865.
1873

Death of Jameson Jenkins
(1806-1873)

On the morning of February 4, 187
Jameson Jenkins, age about @&d. His
funeral was conducted from his resider
at 14" and Adams and he was buried
WKH 3FRORUHG O8kH RMge

=211

Cemetery, Springfield, lllinois.

Obituary of Jameson Jenkins
Register February 4, 1873°

Grave of Jameson Jenkins
Oak Ridge Cemetery

1874
Richard M. Hancock Living in Chicago

In 1874, Richard M. Hancock was a patternmaker, living at 143 Fulton, Chicago, lllinois

with his wife Jane, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jeﬁf(in'mey appear to have
moved after the Chicago Fire.

James Blanks Living in Chicago

In 1874, James Blanks was a janitor at 128 Clark Street and was living atidi U
Avenue, Chicago, linoié> It appears that Blanks also moved after the Chicago Fire.

209

LIJJLQVT &LW\ 'LUHFWRU\ RI 6S I8 QaseptH\idgins, ®ulisfeR CkvelpRdJOhio. (Hézeatferred to
as1872-73 City Directory)

e Register February 4, 1873, p. 4. Provided by Linda Garvert at Sangamon Valley Collection, LinaairyL &pringfield, Illinois.
211 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recoy@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 16, Block 5Journal November 23, 188(Register February 4, 1873,
p. 4. Provided by Linda Garvert at Sangamon Valeylection, Lincoln Library, Springfield, Illinois

=2 1874City Directory for Chicago, lllinoisRichard Edwards, Publisher,489.
1874 City Directory for Chicago, lllinojsRichard Edwards, Publisher.
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1875

James Blanks Listed in 1875 Chicago City Directory

In 1875, James Blanks was living at 11 Union Avenue, Chicago, lIffois.

1876

Death of James Blanks
(1812-1876)

James Blanks, the husband of Martha Ann Pellur
Blanks, died in Chicago in April 1876. On April
20, his funeral took place at the African M. E.
Church between Madison and Carpenter streets
Obituary of James Blanks: 6SULQJIL|,_|OG -DPHV ZDV EX
Journa/ Thursday, April 20, 187815 VHFWLRQ" RI 2DN 5L 6UM @BPH

%ODQNV" LV HQJUDYHG RQ W
Jenkins monument.

Within three years of one another, Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks died, were buried
in the same grave lot, andagsa common grave marker to record their names for the ages.

Obelisk marker for graves of Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks
LQ WKH "& RORUHG 6HFWLRQu RI 2DN 5L(3257H &HPHWHU\ 6SULQJILHO

1877
Bellfield Watkins Listed in 1877 Springfield City Directory

In 1877, Bellfield Watkins was living at 311 North"Gtreet in Springfield and was
listed as a horse dealfér.

“* 1875 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois

215 Journal Thursday, April 20, 1876, p. 4.

216 Oak Ridge Cemetery Records, Springfield, lllindsiried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Lot 16, Block 5, oniAp0, 1873.

= This photograph was taken on September 30, 2012, bypaD@atlin on the occasion of the rededication ofréstored grave

marker.
21

: 1877 City Directory for Springdfield, Illinois
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1879

Death of Jane Watkins Hancock
(1832-1879)

Jane Watkins Hancock died on April 20, 1879, at
47 DQG zZDV EXULHG LQ WKH 3F
Ridge Cemetery, Springdfield, lllinoisJane, a mulattc
who was born on July 27, 1832 in Virginia, was -
daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins who la
married Jameson Jenkins. In 1850, she was living
the Jameson Jenkins family in Springfiéjlgd.ln 1867,
she married Richard M. Hancock, and they lived

Chicago until her deafy’

Grave of Jane Watkins Hancock
Oak Ridge Cemetery
(Mrs. Richard M. Hancock)

1880
1880 Census
% H O O BelH @n@ Lyda Watkins Living in Springfield

In the 1880 census, Bellfield Watkins was listed as a 44-year-old head of Hduskbo
operated a livery stable in Springfield. He was listed as having beerrbbrdiana in about
1846. His parents, Elizabeth A. Pellum Watkins Jenkins and unknown Watkins, were both born
in Virginia. % HO OILHO G fWasZa 4lHyear\dkdDvhite female who was born in Mississippi.
Both her mother and father were born in Kentucky. Also living in the household weaad-8td

Allie Hall.”**
Martha Ann Pellum Blanks Living in Chicago

In the 1880 census, Martha Ann Pellum Blanks, the 64-year-old widow of Jdams B
and the daughter of Jane Pellum, was listed as living in Chicago. She was Ywginia circa
1815. Her parents were born in Virginia. Others living in her household weréorChmtist,
age 40, Willis Artist, age 16, William Curd, age 35, William Yancey, #geBenjamin Johnson

age 50, and James Howard, agé“23.

219 1850 CensusPage: 117, Roll: M432_127.
220 Oak Ridge Cemetery Record@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 16, Block 5. Purchaseyl her brother, Bellfield Watkins, on November
11, 1867.

! United States Census, 1880dex and images, FamilySearch (familysearch.orgip®l9.1.1/MXNF-3H2 : accessed 07 Apr
2013), Martha Blanks in entry for Clinton Artist, IB8Page 201, page letter C, Entry number 2332lid#i Film Number T9-
0184, GS Film number: 1254184, Digital Folder Numi@®4240461, Image Number: 00650. (Hereafter refaoesUnited
States Census, 1830

222 United States Census, 1880
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Aquilla Ann Watkins Wright Living in Chicago

In the 1880 census, Aquilla (Quilly) Ann Watkins Wright was a 37-year-old white female
widow who was born in Indiana in about 1843. She was living in Chicago with hegratdld
son, Frank. Aquilla was the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jenkins by herdirgage.
Also living in the household were Lily Johnson, age 21, R. M. Hancock, ag&K48U VLVWHU TV
widower), and George Hancock, age 17. Both her mother and father were born in Virginia.

Death of Elizabeth Ann Pellum Jenkins
(1807-1880)

On November 22, 1880, Elizabeth Ann Pell
Jenkins, the widow of Jameson, died and was bt

in WKH 3FRORUH ®ak Rifige/ Cen@terR
She had lived at the corner of Fourteenth and Ad
streets and died on her 73rd birthdalder grave is
unmarked, but is probably next to her husbe
Jameson Jenkins, in Oak Ridge Cemetery.

Obituary of Elizabeth A. Pellum Jenkins
Journal Tuesday, November 23, 18864

Death of Martha Ann Pellum Blanks
(1815-1880)

Martha Ann Pellum Blanks -DPHV % @ifo@,Ndiefl on December 16, 1880, in
Chicago, lllinois, at age 65. She was born about 1815 in Virginia, the daugidtameoPellum.
Martha was the last to die of the Jenkins-Blanks settlers who had come to fliimoithe south.
She was buried in Springfieté?.

1881

Belle Watkins: Horse Trainer

In the1881 City Directory Belle” Z Disfed as a horse trainer residing at 311 North 10
Street.

228 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 16, Block 5.

224 Journal Tuesday, November 23, 1880, p. 4.

225 Cook County, lllinois, Deaths Index, 1878-1922
search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&ni&lgss=angs-
g&gsin=Blanks&mswpn__ftp=Rush%20County,%20Indiana,%20UBk&pn=2567&mswpn_PInfo=7-
|0]1652393|0|2|3247|17|0|2567]0]0|&msbdy=1812&uidi&gdat=ROOT_CATEGORY&h=162917&recoff=8&db=FSCookIL
Death&indiv=1&requr=294913&ur=0 Film File Number 1380
(familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N788-WZ5: accessed Of 2p13), Martha Ann Blanks, 16 Dec 1880. GS Film numbe
1031430 Digital Folder Number4004256 Image Number9si2ience cn 9999 ID.
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lllinois Timeline

1842 1844 1846 1847 1848 1850 1851
Lincolns
James & move to & Jameson James James Blanks sells Jameson Jameson Jenkins
Martha Blanks & Jackson Jenkins record: Blanks buys lot south of Lincoln  Jenkins kicked out of 2¢
arrive in Certificate of lot south of  home to Nancy Slave Presbyterian Churc
Springfield James & Freedom in Lincoln Jenkins Stampede
Elizabeth Sangamon home.
James Blanks Jenkins County James
buys lots at 9 arrive in Blanks
& Jackson Springfield Trustee for
colored
school
1854 1860 1861 1865 1867 1873 1876
James Blanks Lincoln Jameson Lincoln assassinated Death of Jane Death of Death of Jame
sells lots at 9 elected Jenkins drives Pellum Jameson Blanks
& Jackson President Lincoln to train  Funeral in Springfield Jenkins
station for trip

JamesX to Washington Nancy Jenkins
Martha Blanks Florville sells house
move to on &" Street
Chicago

Jameson Jenkins

moves to 14 &

Adams

1879 1880

Death of Jane Watkins
Hancock

Death of Elizabeth Ann
Pellum Jenkins

Death of Martha Ann
Pellum Blanks
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Those Who Followed
Those Who Followed

Forty years after coming to Springfield, the Jameson Jenkins family haitiledr In
the next one hundred years the family would continue to do so and be an important part of
Springfield. What follows is a mere summary of the lives of the descendadéneson and
Elizabeth Ann Pellum Jenkins.
1882

Richard M. Hancock Listed in 1882 Chicago

In 1882, Richard M. Hancock, foreman, was living in Chicago, 1IifGis.

Death of William Wright
(__ 1882)

William Wright, the husband of Quilly
(Aquilla) Ann Watkins, died or
September 9, 1882, at the home of
parents at the corner of Thirteenth 3
Mason Streets in Springfield. He w
a resident of Chicago and was

Springfield visiting his parents whe
he caught typhoid pneumonia. F
funeral was conducted from the Foul
Street African Methodist E. Churcl
He was buried in Oak Ridge Cemete

Obituary of William Wright
Register Sunday, September 10, 1883,

Nancy H. Florville Deserts Husband

On November 21, 1882, Nancy H. Florville, the daughter of Jameson and Elizabeth Ann
Pellum Jenkins, was alleged to have deserted her husband, William L. FiGtville.

Marriage of Aquilla Lillian Florville and Samuel La Rue Willis

Aquilla Lillian Florville, age 20, and Samuel La Rue Willis, age 26, were married on
November 22, 1882, by Rev. Albert Hafe. Aquilla was the daughter of William La Rue
Florville and Nancy H. Jenkins Florville and the granddaughter of Jameson aabeHiizA.
BHOOXP -HQNLQV DQG :LOOLDP 3%LOO\ WKH %DUEHU  DQG 3KRHE

226 1882 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois
221 Registey Sunday, September 10, 18824p.

** Register Friday, April 10, 1885, 8.
2 lllinois Statewide Marriage Index, 176890Q 005/0421, Sangamon.
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1883
Marriage of Bellfield Watkins and Ann Elizabeth Dick

On August 2, 1883, Bellfield Watkins married Ann Elizabeth Dick (Pollard) in Macoupin
County, lllinois”*® Bellfield was the son of Elizabeth Pellum.

1885
William La Rue Florville Files For Divorce From Nancy H. Florville

On April 9, 1885, William La Rue Florville filed for divorce from Nancy H. Fidev
His lawyers were Murray & Herndon.

Register Friday, April 10, 188%?.'1

Birth of Euretta Willis
(1885-1968)

On September 26, 1885, Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis and Samuel La Rue Willis, had
their first child, a daughter named Euretta Willis.

1886

Divorce of Nancy and William La Rue Florville
1DQF\ DQG :LOOLDPTV GLYRUFH S0 R38H i@ OQaber IB8Y WHG IURF

Journal Thursday, May 20, 18882 Journal Thursday, October 21, 18883

Journal, Tuesday, October 26, 18864

20 llinois Statewide Marriage Registr901-0124-00011136, Macoupin.
' Register Friday, April 10, 1885, 8.

** Journal Thursday, May 20, 1886, p. 3.

= Journal, Thursday, October 21, 1886, p. 4.
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William La Rue Florville
Transfers Title to Lot at Southwest Corner of 14th and Adams to Nancy Florville

On October 26, 1886, William La Rue Florville transferred all of hisesten Lot 1 at
the southwest corner of 14th and Adams to his wife, Nancy. This must have beears dopart
of the divorce settlemeft, Nancy inherited the property upon the death of her mother Nancy
Jenkins.
Marriage of William La Rue Florville and Eva N. De Costa

On November 11, 1886, William La Rue Florville married Eva N. De Cos$aimgamon
County, lllinois. They had five children: Oakland, William, Phoebe, Deleon, and Eva IlEsae.
N. De Costa was a Portuguese lady who had come to Springfield in the 1840s seeking refuge with
200 others from the religious persecution on the Island of Madeira.

1888

Richard M. Hancock Listed in 1888 Chicago City Directory

In 1888, Richard M. Hancock, foreman, was living at 127 Fulton, Chicago, IfiRois.

In private life Mr. Hancock is a public-spirited and progressive citizenber moeseveral

societies, in some of which he holds a high rank, notably the Ntagemiity; a vestryman

Rl 6W 7KRPDV: (SLVFRSDO FKXUFK DQGVHQVLEYWUWHVWKRBJ WDOI
Prudence Crandall circle. He has a cozy home on Fudieh wtiere, assisted by his wife,

. . . . . 237
an amiable and intelligent lady, his many friends are made welcome

Marriage of Euretta Florville and James
Woodfordin June 1888, Euretta Florville, the daugt
of Nancy H. and William La Rue Florville, and tt
granddaughter of William and Phoebe Florville
Elizabeth and Jameson Jenkins, married Jame
Woodford, a tobacconist of Buffalo, New York. TI
marriage tookSODFH LQ WKH KRPH R
118 South Eleventh Street, Springfield, according
the newspapers, even though they divorced in 1
(XUHWWDYV VLVWHU /L]J]JLH ZD
where she was sick and confined to her bed in

. . Marriage Announcement:
Florville residence. g

Euretta Florville to James H. Woodward
Register Thursday, June 21, 1888

= Journal Tuesday, October 26, 1886, p. 4.
e SVC Information provided by Curtis Mann, Lincoln Libra§pringfield, lllinois.
° 1888 City Directory for Chicago, lllinois

" Men of Mark: Eminent, Progressive and Risifgv. William J. Simmons, D.D., Cleveland, Ohio, Geo.Réwell & Co., 1887,
pp. 405409. Call number 326.92 S592\Perkins Library, Duke University:
docsouth.unc.edu/neh/simmons/simmomslh{Hereafter referred to &mmong

= Register Thursday, June 21, 1888,3.

23
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'"HDWK Rl (OL]DEHWK 3/L]]JLH" )ORUYLOOH

(OL]JDEHWK 3/L]JLH° )ORUYLOOH WKH \RXQJHVW GDXJKWHU

Florville, died at her home at 118 South Eleventh Street on July 24, 1888.aSloalyw 15 years
old. Lizzie was buried if RW Rl WKH 3 FRORUHG VHFWLRQ ™ RI 2DN 5LGJH
where Jane Pellum, Sarah Wright, Jameson Jenkins, James Blanks, Jane Watkins Hancock and

Nancy Jenkins were buried.

Obituary of Lizzie Florville
Register Wednesday, July 25, 18§%?

1891
Bellfield Watkins Seriously Il

Register Friday, August 7, 1893°

Death of Bellfield Watkins
(Circa183-1891)

Bellfield Watkins died on October 8, 1891, at age 56 at his home at 1211 East Adams.
Bellfield was a mulatto borin May 1835 in Indiana, the son of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins and

29 Register Wednesday, July 25, 1888,%.
240 Register Friday, August 7, 1891, p. 5.
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Unknown Watkins. His father and mother were born in Virginia.1860 Bellfield was living
with KLV PRWKHU DQG K Hlam¥dar RuRid& JEnKinsE DiQsBepfather, on the east
side of 8th, between Jackson and Edwards Streets.

In 1880, Bellfield was listed as operating a livery stable. In1®f&l City Directory
Belle” Z Disted as a horse trainer residing at 311 North 3Beet. His obituary states that he
was a member of the firm of McWherter & Watkins, horse buyers. He was mardeghio’ or
3/LGD ~ died Rn March 1, 1895, His funeral was the largest African American funeral
experienced in Springfield to that date. It was conducted by the minister from thdéthstdist

&KXUFK +H ZDV EXULHG LQ WKH 3FRORUHG VHFWLﬁZQ' Rl 2DN 5L

Graves of Bellfield and Lida Watkins
Oak Ridge Cemetery

Obituary of Bellfield Watkins
Registel, Friday, October 9, 189343

*' 1880 CensysSpringfield, Sangamon, lllinois; Roll: T9_249; RimHistory Film: 1254249; page: 188.1000; Enumemnati

District: 227; Image: 0665.
242 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. South % of Lot 78, Blogk purchased by Mrs. Ann E. Watkins on October 9,

1891.
e Register Friday, October 9, 1891, b.
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Obituary of Bellfield Watkins
Register Sunday, October 11, 189344

Obituary of Bellfield Watkins
Journal Monday, October 12, 1815

1892

Death of Estella Wright
( -1892)

Obituary of Estella Wright
Register Thursday, November 3, 18926

1894

Death of Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis
(1863-1894)

Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis, the wife of Samuel La Rue Willis, diedn March 7,

DQG WKH IXQHUDO zZDV DW 6W 3DXOfV $HO0ZQV &EXULAHGR@ Q|
WKH 3 FRORUHG VHFWLRQ ™ SRrhu2lDa Rhé WilisiwasHerrl wWiss6\ Aquilla
Lillian Florville was born on May 5, 1863, the daughter of William La Rue and Nandertkins
Florville and the granddaughter of William% L O O\ W Kardd ®Hodbh& Riouritree Florville and

= Register Sunday, October 11, 1891,%.
e Journal, Monday, October 12, 1891, p. 5.
e Register Thursday, November 3, 1892, p. 5.
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Elizabeth Ann and Jameson Jenkifguilla married Samuel T. Willis in Sangamon County on

November 22, 1882 Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis and Samuel L. Willis had two children,
Samuel La Rue anBuretta. Thel887 Springfield City Directoryists Samuel as working at
'RXOTV UHVW Biding tQ1 820 Ddams Stkeet. Samuel La Rue Willis died on April 5,

248

1920.

Obituary of Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis

Register Friday, March 9, 189449 Graves of Samuel La Rue and Aquilla

Lillian Florville Willis

1895

Death of Lida Watkins
(Circa 1839-1895)

Lida Watkins, widow of Bellfield Watkins, died of consumption at age 56 abhd¢me at
1211 East Adams Street, on March 1, 18956 KH ZDV EXULHG QH[W WR KHU KXVED(

V H F W L R QRid&el Carbetery, Springfield, Illinofs’

: : : Graves of Bell and Lida Watkis
Obituary of Lida Watkins ) Date of Death: October 8, 189F
Register, Saturday, March 2, 189%;. Date of Death: March 1, 1895

247 llinois Statewide Marriage Index, 1768900, 005/0421.

** Dak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Block 5, Lot 23 N. % purased by S. L. Willis on March 7, 1894.
e Register Friday, March 9, 1894, 8.

5

° 1880 CensysSpringfield, Sangamon, lllinois; Roll: T9_249; FamHistory Film: 1254249; page: 188.1000; Enumeratio
District: 227; Image: 0665.

= Register Saturday, March 2, 1895, . Journal Saturday, March 2, 1895, p. 5.
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1896

Death of James H. Woodford
(1857-1896)

James H. Woodford, born in 185
married Euretta E. Florville on June 2
1888, in Sangamon County, Illindis.
Euretta was the daughter of Nan
Jenkins and William La Rue Florvill
and the granddaughter of Phoebe
:LOOLDP 3%LOO\ WKH

and Jameson and Elizabeth Pell

Jenking™® They had two children
Edward (Ernest) Woodford (1895(3
April 15, 1896) and Bellfield Woodforc
(1889-April 14, 1890 Chicago). Jam
H. Woodford died at age 38 on Mari
18, 1896, at his residence at 508 So
Eighth Street. He was buried in O

Ridge Cemetery.

Obituary of James H. Woodford
Register, Thursday, March 19, 18967

Death of Ernest Woodford
(1893-1896)

Obituary of Ernest Woodford
Register Friday, April 17, 1895?6

i Ernest Woodford was born in 1893. (
Grave of Bellfield and Ernest Woodford

Bellfield Woodford, Date of Death: April 14, 1890 $SUL O . MXVW D P
Ernest Woodford, Date of Death: April 15, 1896  death, hl_S infant son, Ernest, died
pneumonia.

2 Journal October 9, 1891, p. 5.

2 Register Thursday, March 19, 1896, p. 7.

** lllinois Statewide Marriage Index.

** Dak Ridge Cemetery Recor&pringfield, lllinois. Block 5, Lot 22 N. %2 purchased by Mrs. Sinette Woodfon April 16, 1896.
e Register Friday, April 17, 1896, p5.
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Richard M. Hancock Living in Chicago

In 1896, Richard M. Hancock, pattern maker, was living at 2939 Armour, Chicago,

. . 257
Illinois.

1898
Richard M. Hancock Living in Chicago

In 1898, Richard M. Hancock, pattern maker, was living at 2939 Armour Street, Ghicag
lllinois, with his wife Jane, the daughter of Elizabeth Pellum Watkins Jefikins.

1899

Death of Richard Mason Hancock
(1832-1899)

On June 4, 1899, Richard M. Hancock, 63-year-old pattern maker, died in Chicago and
was buried there in Oak Woods Cemetzé?ySee Appendix F.

1907

Euretta Willis Attends Radcliffe College

Registe; Monday, May 20, 190%?0
1916

Marriage of Emmet E. Perkins and Euretta Willis Goodman

Register Sunday, May 14, 1078

= 1896City Directory for Chicago, lllinois
8 1898City Directory for Chicago, lllinois

** Cook County, lllinois, Deaths Index, 1878-19ZHL Film Number 1033062Crafting Lives: AfricanAmerican Artisans in New
Bern, North Carolina, 1770-190Catherine W. Bishir, UNC Press Books, 2013.

0 Register Monday, May 20, 1907, p. 6.
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1918

Samuel La Rue Willis Visits Relatives in Springfield

Register; Sunday, May 26, 1926

1920

Death of Samuel La Rue Willis
(1856-1920)

Graves of Samuel La Rue and
Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis

Samuel La Rue Willis died on April 5, 1920, and 1
IXQHUDO zZzDV DW 6W 3DXOfYV
Sixth Street. He was buried in Oak Ridge Ceme
next to his wife, Aquilla Lillian Florville Willis,
who died on March 7, 1894. Samuel was borr
1856. Aquilla was born on May 5, 1863, t
daughter of William La Rue and Nancy H. Jenk

Register, Monday, April 5, 19265 3

*! Register Sunday, May 14, 1916, 5.
*? Register Sunday, May 26, 1918, p.
3 Register Monday, April 5, 1920p. 2.
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Journal Wednesday, April 7, 192%?4

Those Who Followed

Florville and the granddaughter of Williard% L ¢
WKH % idEPhbebe Rountree Florville al
Jameson and Elizabeth Pellum JenkiBsamuel anc
Aquilla were married in Sangamon County

November 22, 188%° They had two children
Samuel La Rue, Jr. anduretta. The 1887
Springfield City Directorylists Samuel as workin
DW 'Rpesdlihant and residing at 1320 Ada

Streetz.66

1921

Death of Nancy H. Jenkins [Florville]

Nancy H. Jenkins died on February 5, 1921, at&end was buried inv KH
VHFWLR&K RiRde Cemeterj®

267

(1841°-1921)

Jameson Jenkins and was born in Indiana in 1841. On April 9, 1861, Nancy marriech \léllia

Rue Florville who was born on March 10, 1840, in SpringfielVKH VRQ RI

%DUEHU" DQG 3KRIbrlld. TR} a6 Wreekhildien, Aquillguretta (Mrs. Croker
of Chicago) and Elizabeth who died at ddge%® William and Nancy were divorced on October
26, 1886

Grave of Nancy H. Jenkins [Florville]
Date of Death: February 5, 1921

4 Journal Wednesday, April 7, 1920, B.

** |liinois Statewide Marriage Index, 176890Q 005/0421.

261

Obituary of Nancy H. Jenkins
Register Monday, February 7, 19221

Journal,Monday, February 7, 1922172

® Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Block 5, Lot 23 N. % wasigghased by S. L. Willis on March 7, 1894.

*" The birth year calculated by the information liste¢énsus data leads one to a birth year of 1844.

26!

e Power, p. 303.
e Sangamon County Circuit ClerRivorce Records, vol. 16, p. 128RAD.
o Register Monday, February 7, 1921, p.
e Journal Monday, February 7, 1921, p.

® Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. South %2 of Lot 78, Block purchased by Mrs. Ann E. Watkins on October 9,
1891.
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Death of William La Rue Florville
(1840-1921)

William La Rue Florville was born on March 10, 1840, in Springfield, theadMilliam
3% LOO\ WKH %DUEHU" DQG 3KR HApH 95 RBRIQ Whadrkied, NensyUHY LOOH
Jenkins. They had three children, Aquillaretta and Elizabeth, and lived in Springfield.

In the 1880 census, William La Rue Florville was listed as a 40 year-old barber living
with his wife Nancy who was keeping house. William and Nancy were divorced obedD@®,
1886. Nancy died on February 21, 1921.

William La Rue Florville died at his home
1201 East Adams on March 15, 1921, at .
81. On November 11, 1886, William La R
Florville married Eva N. De Costa i

Sangamon Countzf’ Eva was born in Jun
1865, the daughter of John and Mary De Co
They had five children, Oakland L., Williar
John, Phoebe C., Eva Irene and Dele
Florvile.  The 1887 City Directory lists
William as a barber living at 118 North n.4°
Eva N. De Costa Florville died on May 2

277

1943.

Grave of William La Rue and
Eva N. De Costa Florville

Date of Death: March 15, 19§7f
Date of Death: May 25, 1953-‘,4

Florville, William L.2 Died at
6:30 p.m. March 15, 1921 at tt
family residence, 1201 Ea
Adams street, of complication
age 81 years.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Evi
Florville, three daughters, Mr:
Amos Duncan, Mrs. Iren
Hennington, and Mrs. Euretl
Croker; two sons, Oakland L. ar
William; and six grandchildren
Funeral announcement later.

Obituary of William L. Florville
Journal March 18, 19518

*"* Journal,March 15, 1921, p. 9.
™ Journal, May 27, 1943, p. 14.
*" lllinois Statewide Marriage Index006/0132.

 Dak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 30 N %2, Block 5 was puegted by®heby Florville Coleman on October
13, 1897.

" |llinois Death Certificate 0000539.
e Journal March 18, 1921, p. 11.
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William La Rue Florville Estate Sale of Real Estate

Register, Friday, June 24, 19ﬂ?

Marriage of Samuel La Rue Willis, Jr. and Fannie Day

Journal Tuesday, August 30, 19280

2 Register Friday, June 24, 1921, p. 17.
280
Journal Tuesday, August 30, 1921, p. 4.
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1943

Death of Euretta Florville Woodford Croker
(1865-1943

Euretta Florville Woodford Croke
died in Chicago on March 20, 194
and was brought to Springfiel
ZKHUH VKH zZDV EXUL
VHFWLRQ" RI 2DN 5
She was the daughter of William L
Rue Florville and Nancy H. Jenkir
Florville and the granddaughter

Obituary of Euretta Florville Woodford Croker Phoebe and VV_i"iam FIorvi[Ie an
Journal Wednesday, March 24, 1943 Jameson and Elizabeth Jenkins.

Graves of James H. Woodford, Date of Death: March 18, 1896
Euretta Florville Woodford Croker, Date of Death: March 20, 1943
James Edwards, Date of Death: April 10, 1905
Bellfield Woodford, Date of Death: April 14, 1890
Ernest Woodford, Date of Death: April 15, 1896

James H. Woodford, born in 1859, married Euretta E. Florville on June 20, 1888, in
Sangamon County, linoiS? Euretta was the daughter of Nancy Jenkins and William La Rue
Florville and the granddaughter of Phoebe and William Florville and Jameson and tBlizabe
Jenking®® James Edwards was born in 1859. He died on April 10, 18efifield Woodford
was born in +H GLHG LQ &KLFDJR RQ $SULO RIWVAFRQYXOVLRK

Lot 22 of the 3 Blored section of Oak Ridge Cemetery on April 24, 1896.Ernest Woodford
was born in 1893. He died on April 15, 1896.

i Journal Wednesday, March 24, 1943, p. 14.
2 |llinois Statewide Marriage Index.

** 0Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Block 5, Lot 22 N. Y2 was piwased by Mrs. Sinette Woodford on April 16,
1896.

* 9156 2 195 Bellfield, Woodford, 11 Convulsions 5 1&fe Residence Chicago, lllinois (Colored); Remowed.dt 22 N1/2,
Block 5, April 24, 1896.
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Death of Samuel La Rue Willis, Jr.
(2/11/1899-3/12/1978)

Samuel La Rue Willis, Jr. died on March 12, 1978. He was born in Springfield on
February 11, 1889, the son of Aquilla Lillian Florville and Samuel La Rue Willie was a
Springfield fireman.

Obituary of Samuel La Rue Willis, Jr.
2006

Jameson Jenkins Script For Oak Ridge Cemetery Tour

Oak Ridge Cemetery Tour, Sangamon County Historical Society, 2006
Researched by Richard E. Hart
Performed by Robert Davis

AfternoontoyaDOO ,fP -DPHVRQ -HQNLQV 1V ERUQ RYWW VPHQPURUWKRDOQY ZOVODRER
Kantuck. We stepped along many of the same paths and he was my friend.

7KH ROG FHQVXV F D O BddlGaldhgl my lia® Ddhave Whiteé Rin. | knew my Mama, Narmyt not much
about my Pap. Shucks, if Pap was white, maybefthaiat made me a freeman in the old North State. But let me tell
\RX D IUHHPDQ LQ 1RUWK &DUROLQD GLGQTW KDYH PXFK IUHHGRP

| was 25 when | married little Miss Gilley Evans of Wake County. She Wtkgounger than me and a sweet thing.
We was married in Wake and lived on there for a few years. But Gilley passédvas lost after that.

Oh, there was so much a stirrin mongst the slaves bout that time in Viagohi@arolina. Lots of slaves runnin away
and following the star north up to Canada. Things was chamgiddots of the Quakers were movin outa Carolina an
on up to Ohio and Indianee.

Bout that time, | figured to get out of that old slave state and gwrth to a better life. So, | got me a travelin pass

from ole Judge Gill to get me started with the Quakers over in Guiforthty? just a little piece from where | lived.
That pass was the best piece of paper | ever had.
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Not much is recollected bout ole Guilford now. Lots of Quakers in Noattolina and most were about ole Guilford.

,W ZDV WKH 4XDNHUVY SODFH 7KH\ ZDYUHRR EODW NKWH OHW @/ IRX \R XWWK B QUG DR HQ R
the Ohio River and on up into Indianee and Ohio. It was all seOmi whispers and mouth to mouth. They set up a

UHJXODU 8QGHUJURXQG 5DLOURDG 1R¥Z ZW KHWKI) FW JOLW H DPKHQU D Q6 V RIDEG\ R
just routes from one house to anoth@ne good person to anotlfewho helped out the runaway slaves. The route

might just run cross the country through the thickets and brambé&tane tell you, it was mighty dangerous cuse the

slave catchers might get you and send you back south or worse.

Well, when | got to Guildford with my pass, the Quakers helpedjeteouta Carolina and on north across the Ohio
River and into Indianee where | stayed for awhile.

| found me a good woman in Indianee. Ne(® LI DEHWK 3HOKDP 'H FDOOHG KHU /L]]\ +HU 0D
there. We got married and had us a beautiful little2ghtbncy.

We finally came on over to lllinois at Springfield bout the time Mr. Linaooved to his house on 8th Street Bout the
first thing | did when | got to Springfield was take that old paper dusij give me way back when and put it of
record at the Springfield Court House. That way it would always Ipe.tlido questions asked.

Now my Lizzy was a religious woman. She churched at the CoMethodist Church of Springfield. But she got a
hankerin to go to that new Presbyterian Church. The one that Rievimiitastered and had a lot of abolitionists folk
tendin. | finally went on over todjust to please my Lizzy.

W ZHUHQTW ORQJ DIWHU WKDW WKDW ZI$HK®DHG KDMWWWKHUHR OQ 6DOIOHIGLE G660
quite somethin. Eleven runaway slaves from St. Louis showed up Tieeenewspapers was full of it for days. Slave

catchers run after those runaways and caught one old lame slavat &id 1 the City jail. But seven of em | got out

of town on a stage coach going north without gettin caught.aFew days, nobody knew what happened, until old

Goodhue, the stage agent, fessed up and told the pabedr ihd took the runaways on north. Yessum, | was a

conductor on the Springfield Underground Railroad and mightydood it.

:HOO LW ZHUHQTW ORQJ DIWHU WKDW ROG Q@O BN PRSHBH R D VI UN K H 05\HHRUF
Mr. Moffett and Mr. Hawley and the pastor, they wanted me to comdedinum why | missed so much church and
VDLG , ZDV JXLOW\ RI 3 OLFHQWLRXVQHVV?E +HEMN FEXGR G HWR HYIRRQY RERQWKDN W
means. | figured | was doin the work of the Lord, helping out mthbre goin north on the underground railroad. So,
, GLGQIW PLVV QR &KXUFK , ZDV WKH /RUGTV5PRQGRBWRU RQ 6SULQJILHOGTYV

Now, Lizzy and me, we had a good life in Springfield. | was whatcafled a draymah means | hauled stuff in my
cart. We lived in a little house just down the street from Mr. Lincolnhésdiolks. Our Nancy was growin and Lizzy
helped out a heep by takin in wash for falkeven Mrs. Lincoln.

That same old wagon that | used to haul runaway slaves on the UnohetdRailroad finally got its most famous

baggage on the morning of February 11, 1861. Mr. Limeads stayin over at the Chenery House before he left for

Washington. He asked me to pick up his trunks there and el dver to the Great Western Railroad depot. |

remember him standin on the back of that train and gavin usgalbé farewell. | saw that old train head down the

tracks on east to Washington. We was all sad to see him go on tham@inyyg. 7KDWTV WKH ODVW WLPH , VD
Lincoln alive.

The happiest day of my life was when Mr. Lincoln freed the slav@st then he was shot and came on back to
Springfield on a sad train. | stood all day in a long line @State House to see him and joined the colored folk in his
funeral procession from there to Oak Ridge.

:HOO WKDQNV IRU VWRSSLQJ E\ WKH &ROPPHHBQA H/FMPLHR Q ,R O Q&IM@&IDG V HE H <KRHKUH .
til judgment day? long with all my family and friends and just cross the way from my ddedd, Mr. Lincoln.

| bid you good day.
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The Abraham Lincoln Association To Rededicate Jameson Jenkins Grave Marker
September 30, 2012

$IULFDQ $PHULFDQ IULHQG RI $EUDKDP /LQFROQHRHBMULHG LQ 6SULQJI

SPRINGFIELD £The restored grave marker for Jameson Jenkins, an early African Am8pdangfield
FLWLIHQ DQG IULHQG RI $EUDKDP /LQFROQ ZLOG BH LUH 6HGLFEID WHGGAX/
Oak Ridge Cemetery. The rededication is sponsored by The Abraham LAssoiciation (ALA).

7KH FHUHPRQ\ DW WKH JUDYH LQ WKH 3&RORUHG 6HRWDKXG'LQUOMKRN HL C
of ALA Board Member Robert Davis, who portrays Jameson Jenkihg eVent is free and open to the
public.

The ALA continues its leadership in the restoration of grave markers of thosknetoLincoln and are
EXULHG LQ 6SULQJILHOGTVY 2DN 5LGJH &HPHWHBDUNHIWHW URXV - XEIVWR
Samuel H. Treat and Lincoln photographer Christopher Smith German.

Several other organizations in addition to the ALA have contributed to the Jamesams Jearker
restoration project. The Arnold Monument Company restored the gravenmnankl Oak Ridge Cemetery
poured the grave marker foundation and will assist in the rededication. Otl&tiegéwclude the Lincoln
Home National Historic Site, Oak Ridge Cemetery Association, Sangamon County Historical Sodiety, an
Springfield and Central Illinois African American History Museum.

-DPHVRQ -HQNLQV ZDV D PXODWWR ERUQ W& RIRIKWKH &DM O L3Q D HBPRXQW
had to have permission to travel. In the summer of 1835, he was @ipermit to travel to Guilford

County, North Carolina, a Quaker settlement and an important UndergrounabRatation for southern

runaway slaves. Jameson traveled north from there on the UndergrourmhdR&ilrindiana, where he

married Elizabeth Pelham and had a daughter, Nancy.

In the mid-1840s, Jameson, Elizabeth and Nancy moved from Indianaritgfigd, where Jameson
earned his living as a drayman, someone who carries goods on a twedwdstldrawn by a horse. In
1848, the Jenkins family moved to a house on the east side of Sigb#t, between Jackson and Edwards
Streets, one-half block south of the Lincoln home. They lived hereatiféibst 1864. In 1848, Elizabeth
and Jameson joined the Second Presbyterian Church, now Westminster Presbytehian lamown as the
abolitionist church.

Jameson was an active conductor on the Underground Railroad at Springfielgpalderwaccounts in
1850 record his helping runaway slaves move north from Springfieltbtorington.

2Q JHEUXDU\ -DPHVRQ -HQNLQV GWRHN H: KIHQRRO QGHMRX ¥ B UDML DA K HI L)
corner of Fourth and Washington Streets to the Great Western Railroad depotPrésdent-elect
Lincoln departed Springfield on his trip to Washington.

2Q JHEUXDU\ DW DJH -DPHVRQ GLHEBGD QIBFWDR EXRLRG N. @ L\G K
Cemetery, Springfield, lllinois.
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The following photographs were taken at Oak Ridge Cemetery on September 30, 2012, by Donna
Catlin on the occasion of the rededication of the restored grave markemtesaraJenkins and
James Blanks.
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Blanks Family Genealogy

James BlanksBefore 1850vlartha Ann Pellum

(1812-1876) (1815-1880)
Virginia James and Martha had no children. Virginia
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Mulatto

Buried in Springfield

Florville Family Genealogy
FIRST GENERATION

1.1 William Florville July 28, 1832Phoebe Roundtree

(1806-April 13, 18682 Age 81) (2/4/1822-10/1897)

Cape Haytien, West India Near Glasgow, Kentucky
Barber Married Reuben Coleman
Home: 1201 East Adams May 5, 1873, after death of William.
Buried in Calvary Cemetery Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery on the North %% of Lot 30, Block

rx=1

SECOND GENERATION

2.1 William La Rue Florville-April 9, 1861Nancy H. Jenkins

(March 10, 1840-March 15, 1921) Divorced October 26, 1886 (Daughter of Jameson &

Home: 1201 East Adams Elizabeth A. Pellum Jenkins)
(1844-February 5, 1921)

Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Bedtin Oak Ridge Cemetery

on the North ¥ of Lot 30, Block 5 on March 15, 1921.

After his divorce from Nancy, William La Rue Florville married Eva N. De Casththey had five children: Oaklang
William, Phoebe, Deeon and Eva Irene.

THIRD GENERATION
3.1 Aquilla Lillian Florville -November 22, 1885>Samuel La Rue Willis

(May 5, 1863-March 7, 18924?55 (1858(6)- April 5, 1920/1921)
109 North Fifth Born in Salem, Roanoke County, Virginia
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Restaurdntthe alley north of Monroe

Street- Commercial Alley

Home: 110 E. Reynolds

Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery:

North %2 of Lot 23 Block 5.

Samuel was working at Do$§l restaurant and
residing at 1320 Adams Street.

* Jllinois Statewide Marriage Index, 176890Q 005/0421, Sangamon.
e Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 23 N. %, Block 5 was qghased by S. L. Willis on March 7, 1894.
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3.2 Euretta E. Florville®™' June 20, 1888, in Sangamon Coﬁ%gtylames H. Woodford

(1865-1943) (1859-1896)
508 S. Eighth Street
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery

4.1 Edward (Ernest) Woodford
(1895(3)-April 15, 1896) age 9 months
Home: 508 S. 8 Street
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery

4.2 Bellfield Woodford
(1889-April 14, 1890 Chicago)
Convulsions
+H ZDV 3UHPRYHG”™ WR /RW Rl WKH &RORUHGLEHFWH#RQ

3.3 Elizabeth Florville
(187341838)

FOURTH GENERATION

4.1 Euretta Willis-May 13, 1916Emmet E. Perkins
(September 26, 1885-October 26, 1968)
Home: 805 North Third

5.1 Frank Perkins
5.2 Jacqueline PerkinsOrville Wheatly
(1913-1932)

4.2 Samuel La Rue Willis, Jr.Fannie Day
(2/11/1889-3/12/197%5)90 Daughter of Louis Day.

Fireman.1926 (July 2, 1891-June 3, 1978}
Home: 1330 East Adams Street.

5.1 Norman Willis
5.2 James Willis

Second Marriage of Samuel La Rue Willis

RI 2D

= Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 22 N. %, Block 5, wasighased by Mrs. Sinette Woodford on April 16, 1896.
8 lllinois Statewide Marriage Index

e 9156 2 195 Belfield, Woodford, 11 Convulsions 5 16teLResidence Chicago, lllinois (Colored); Removeddo 22, N1/2, Block 5, April
24/96.

0 Oak Ridge Cemetery Recor@pringfield, lllinois. Lot 23 N. %, Block 5, wasiighased by S. L. Willis on March 7, 1894.
i Directory of Sangamon CountyColored CitizensSpringfield Directory Company, 1926.
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1.1

2.1

21

3.1

Jenkins Family Genealogy

Nancy JenkinsMarch 12, 1838 Wake County, North Carolirgtephen Harris
(Pre-American RevolutiorAfter 1870) (Circa 1780 N. C. - Circa 1860)

First Marriage
Jameson Jenkins 1831Gilley Evans
(1808-2/1/1873) (1810- )
Wake County, North Carolina
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery
Second Marriage
Jameson Jenkins October 6, 184 lizabeth A. Pellum

(1808-2/1/1873) (11/22/1807-1880)

Wake County, North Carolina Richmond, Virginip

Drayman Mulatto

Jameson, Elizabeth and Nancy arrived in Springfield sometime between 184848nd

Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Buried in Oak Ridge Cemeter)
Nancy H. JenkinsApril 9, 1861 William La Rue Florville

(1841-2/27/1921) Divorced October 26, 1886 (March 10, 1840-Mab¢hi921)

Indiana

Mulatto

Washerwoman

Home: 1201 East Adams. They had three children: Aquilla, Euretta and Elizabeth
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery on the North %2 of Lot 30, Block 5 orcivias, 1921

See the Florville Family Genealogy

1.1Jane PellumUnknown

Pellum Family Genealogy

(8/8/1787-11/9/1867)
Virginia
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery

2.1 Elizabeth Ann PellumFirst MarriageUnknown Watkins
(1807-1880) ( -circa 1840)
Richmond, Virginia
Mulatto
See Watkins Family Genealogy

2.1 Elizabeth Ann PellumSecond MarriageJameson Jenkins
October 6, 1840, Rush County, Indiana

See the Jenkins Family Genealogy

2.2 Martha Ann Pellum Before 1850dames Blanks
(1815-1880) (1812-1876)

Mulatto Virginia
See the Blanks Family Genealogy
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Watkins Family Genealogy

1.1 Elizabeth Ann PellumFirst Marriage-Unknown Watkins
(1807-1880) ( -circa 1840)
Richmond, Virginia
Mulatto

2.1 Jane Watkins June 6, 186Richard Mason Hancock
(1832-1879) (1832-1899)
Born in Virginia
Mulatto
Resides with Jameson Jenkins. 1850
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery

2.2 Bellfield Watkins- August 2,1883.ida

(1835-1891) (1839-1895)
Born in Indiana Born in Mississippi
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery
3.2.1 Alice Hall
(1862-_ )
2.3Aquilla (Quilly) Ann Watkins -March 25, 186William H. Wright
(1843 (1838?)-__ ) (Circa 18438_)
Birth place: Indiana Missouri

Race: Mulatto
Home in 1850: Springfield, Sangamon, lllinois

3.3.1 Frank Wright
(1869- )
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Appendix A

Appendix A

Free African Americans in
North Carolina and Virginia

The following summary of the United States census reports show the free negro population of
North Carolina, beginning with 1790 through 1880.

1790 free black population

1800 free black population

1810 free black population

1820 free black population

4,975 1830 free black population
7,043 1840 free black population
10,266 1850 free black population
14,612 1860 free black population

19,543
22,732
27,463
30,463

Free African American Population of Wake County, North Carolina: 1790-1860°

County 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860
Wake 180 324 519 734 833 1,009 1,306 1,446
NC Totals | 5,041 7,073 10,266 14,612 19,543 22,732 27,463 30,463
Wake County Population 1790-2011
Census Pop. %+
1790 10,192 2
1800 13,437 31.8%
1810 17,096 27.2%
1820 20,102 17.6%
1830 20,398 1.5%
1840 21,118 3.5%
1850 24,888 17.9%
1860 28,627 15.0%
1870 35,617 24.4%
1880 47,939 34.6%
1890 49,207 2.6%
1900 54,626 11.0%
1910 63,229 15.7%
1920 75,155 18.9%
1930 94,757 26.1%
1940 109,544 15.6%
1950 136,45( 24.6%
1960 169,082 23.9%
1970 228,45° 35.1%
1980 301,327 31.9%
1990 423,38( 40.5%
2000 627,84¢€ 48.3%
2010 900,99: 43.5%
Est. 2011 929,78( 3.2%

2 The Free Negro in North Carolina
www.freeaainnc.com/censusstatsnctopten1790-1860.pdf

293
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Free People of Color Population of Virginia: 1790-1860

The following summary of the United States census reports show the free people of color
population of Virginia, beginning with 1790 through 1860.

Number of Free People of Color in Virginia

Year Virginia (now) West Virginia Total

1790 12,254 612 12,866
1800 19,598 526 20,124
1810 29,292 1278 30,570
1820 35,470 1413 36,883
1830 45,181 2167 47,348
1840 46,809 3033 49,842
1850 51,251 3082 54,333
1860 55,269 2773 58,042

4 The Free Negro in North Carolina
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Appendix B

Kanawha Trace

| fe been researching my church history (Obannon/Stonelick Chdiritte Brethren, near Goshen OH -1795) and
have found... a Wayhill (3Kanawha Way) across the southern part of the state -c1806 -from North Carolina to
Richmond IN -which | traced out and drove. This was a Quaker Waydglli by many Dunkers from So Virginia.

Merle C Rummel

Church Historian

cliffr@infocom.com
OHIO STATEWIDE FILES - Early Migration Routes

Mr Argus Ogborn was a Quaker Historian in Richmond, Indiana. He gawe copy of his copy of the Bill of the

Road, which he had found in a collection (unspecified) somes y&m. He saw it for what it was, the mile by mile

progress a Quaker settler would walk with team and wagon to travel to Ridhmo From this | drew up and gave

him a map tracing the path of the Trace. ... | recognized th&r#ibren used this as a major path from Virginia to

Ohio. -I had frequently asked myself a question about the route &fithkers in Virginia to Ohio and the West, since

, KDG HDUO\ IRXQG WKDW PRVW RI WKHP GBLRIRW XYRBODOQLHX RR R \& DIUC
%UHWKUHQ ZKR IROORZHG WKH :LOGHUQEWR 2KDLE LQWRUHRIVDXIAMDNG FDRE XS
%UDGGRFNYV 5RDG LQ 3HQQV\OYDQQ@DD % UHWHWUIDR A QRGXEHQ Q VIR LQ WKH
Valley, would have used those routes and come down the Ohiflatbnats. But many early Dunkers lived much

farther south in the Valley, and there was a major early settlemém &rethren below Roanoke, on the front of the

Blue Ridge in Franklin and Floyd Counties, the old Carolina Reddy came from there to western Ohio. The

Kanawha Trace was their route.

The Kanawha Trace Bill of the Road, or Wayhbill, begins in the norttralgrart of North Carolina where the Moravian
Brethren, Friends (or Quakers) and German Baptist Brethren (Dunkers, Church of thenBtead major settlements.

The Waybill that we have, begins at New Garden Friends Church on thevist#ide of Greensboro, near Guilliford
Battlefield. ...

Clemmons was likely at Guilford, a small town on NC @ distance, Beesons would be the town of Colfand Kernersville, east

of Winston Salem, is Kerners. Continuing on NC 66 to32SBittings would likely be at Stanleyville or RdliHall, Gordings would

be at Pilot Mountain, and Unthanks at Mount Airyoll&wing the route of US 52 into Virginia, Perkinowd be at CanavA. and

ManNLQV DW :DUGTV *DS PLJKW EH WKHDMRWHKHQ@oDQF 6 EBSHRBYDVIAN ZDN Q WRWRISRID\VGY W KH 7
Fork at modern Hillsville on top of the ridge, whe& 52 and VA 100 each continue their own route dawo the New River

Valley. The Trace followed VA 100 down Little Reedland Creek through Popular Camp Mountain. It croRsesl Island River at

3SDWWHUVRQ DQG WKHQ WKH 1HZ BBUIYGIH )XIBW JTVGRHMW\QRMR AFZUBXODVURISHDO®GE ORXKQWDLQ
)HH O H\Wd/bez&® McAdam or possibly Draper. Crossing WalkeuiMain, VA 100 comes to Poplar Hill, which would be

6KDQQRQYYVY DQG FRPHV EDFN WPR NHKHDLHEZ J5 DRHRE DRV BKH BLD VVBXQ@A 8O0 G *LIHWHSRIXUW +
Ferry could be located at Narrows, where they coetdass the New River. (It must be remembered that in dsbedays, the lack

of bridges in the frontier areas meant that obstablaiswe now ignore drastically affected travel patte A Traveler sometimes

went longer, or worse, routes, because there wasayalvey could cross a River. This is true of thegsihere, and across West

Virginia.)

Across West Virginia, the Kanawha Trace, by traditimipwed the Shawnee Indian War Path close to the bieKanawha River.

SHWHUVWRZQ LV MXVW LQ :HVW 9L&KUQVW D) SHWHD PG KRPHWRXOVB KDY RREHHQ RXW R
There Bozoo Road goes left and down into the olermottom, a shorter route than WV 12. Bluestoneelflidods this area, but the

Indian River enters the New below Indian Mills, doghdown the valley from the Northeast. The Bluenst River comes up the

YDOOH\ IURP WKH 6RXWKZHVW DERDPWN W LOBY\ ZRZXQ@ & WD N B PEH@ QV&MIAWWIEQ WKH ODNH E
Creek Mountain). Unless there was a bottom lanter@uow flooded), the mountains push in close toNB® River and the Trace

would have followed a trail up to Pipe Stem, anitbfeed the Pipestem Creek down to the Blue StonemRivossing. Following up

DQRWKHU WUDLO RXW RI WKRVYLAEH EWRQWH 1BRPEWJ\D @B X-X® OYE YRID® B#® ZKIRWH DQRWK
Shady Spring. There modern US 19 shows sections dflanad near it. US 19 goes to Beckley, Mount Hapé Glen Jean (with

+DUYH\ MXVW EH\RQG DQG RRQWRY)HDUHW W H YRIOW KHR QHW 5H YGEHE DA NV Wketétke. V LV SRVVLEO
Trace did not try to recross the New River, but tdé¥ 16 to Beckwith where it took the very ruggedIE&reek Road over Cotton

Hill. The creek and trail come out at the Falls & New River, now Kanawha Falls (where the KanawheiRDam now is). The

Gauley River enters the New River at Gauley Bridgevalihe Dam, and the River changed, it is larged, lzas a more constant flow.

The valley widens. It is now called the Kanawha.reHeelow the falls, early settlers built flat boats &#lodted down the River to

Point Pleasant, then down the Ohio to Kaintuck orcibinati.

The Trace followed a country road along the souttkledrthe Kanawha River. It is pressed closely by higdged mountains, the

only level areas are where mountain streams enteividie rA couple of these have become towns, Deep Watgte EBenjamin
Morris probably lived where Montgomery is, where WV @ines down off the mountain. There is a better roadesag,towns of
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Crown Hill and Cabin Creek. At Chelyan the Westdifiia Turnpike and US 119 come down to the Rivieeonard Morris had a

IRUWLILHG ORJ KRXVH 3IRUW:'’L GCHNRO DAWJKHH & L YRHQU VWKXKH/ W RDXBARKY{HY &IK(DA&J RMAMWMRI Y | DKIKEU 8 XWK B
the Indian raids of 1794. Venables would have beé¢he eastern area of South Charleston called Kian&ity, where there used to

be a second branch oktH .DQDZKD 5LYHU E\ WKDW QD RH 6 REKRKE &K ZIRXIDGWERQVQHDH) LODQGDOLD 7
enters the Kanawha at St Albans, where US 35 comésrin downstream and Ohio. There is quite a ridg#yally a mountain,

between the two nearly prfOOHO ULYHUV IRU PDQ\ PLOHV*UkBQPWHYIRX @F &RIO/HL EWH Q WWIRGEY RQ WK
before crossing to Gallipolis, Ohio. The Trace fokmlxthe bank of the Kanawha River clear to the Ghien down the bank of the

Ohio to across from Gallipolis, because of high riddesaboth rivers. At Gallipolis, they would haveteaf over the Ohio, landing

DW WKH ROG WRZQ GRFN DUHD WRGD\fV &LW\ 3DUN

$W *DOOLSROLV WKH .DQDZKD 7BDBERDE& ONR X G O-CHARIE YW Rdiif FRegihmt, 174 khEl pushed

the Indians back to their main city, building addar his cannon, now US 35: remnants of Old 35, l&ady the Trace, are seen in

various places through the valleys either side ohthe road). The Army Road, and the Trace, startetbwntown Gallipolis. Old

35 goes out of Gallipolis north of the old city anaeg along Chicamauga Creek inland almost to Millsreeifocrosses the creek.

This probably was the original route. (The creeteenthe Ohio River south of Gallipolis, but swingsth behind most of the city

before it turns inland. It is quite swampy. ChillitetRoad, a street in the south part of Gallipoliesses the swamps with a bridge

and goes west till it junctions with OH 588 goingto Rodney. OH 588 starts in Gallipolis at thty piark and bridges the top end of

WKH VZDPS $W 5RGQH\ WKH -DFWMRIOSDFPERRY L0KBHN DRURGDRVRRGAW OIRRGYV ZDV FH
The Trace then went on to Rio Grande, where the Addm$&uad is north of US 35, actually the back driveBob Evans farm.

-XGJH 3RRUYV RU 6TXLUH 3RRWK RDV DW 29QFKHVMWHY LVRW KB OCROLISIR Q EAEEAINGE QRZ

Dixon Run Road. Jackson is still a major Ohio town,ttven and trace are both south of modern US 3%&hrRond is now called

5LFKPRQG 'DOH DQG LV RQ DUWWRWPRGRHUQKBI6ROG .URDRURIR VY Y)HHW W40 WWHKH BFLRW
US 35/50, north of the mouth of Paint Creek. Thec@rangled into Chillicothe on Eastern Ave (JacksoBallipolis Road). It then

turned up Hickory Street to Main Street, and weestypast the State Capitol. Chillicothe was the figgiitdl of the State of Ohio. It

had been a major Shawnee Indian center and is gitirfor its Hopewell Indian mounds (Mound City).

Leaving Chillicothe, the Kanawha Trace followed #ame Trace out of town on the Limestone Road (now \Westee; Limestone

was the original name for Maysville, KY, the destioatiof the Zane Trace). They went west along PaieekC(US 50). Elijah

-RKQVRQTV ZRXOG EH QRUWK Rl 9RROBRZHGL O QHR X GQWKBIQ7W®MHD YO OMKD W ZKIQWRMHVW X
called Lower Twin, and goes to South Salem. FromCireered Bridge on Lower Twin, just west of So Saltva, Trace went north

RIl WKH SUHVHQW URDG DQG NHBEBRPWR®R MKHJRRM GRD @B ¥ WJRPR RO GID\AHY flimaa/ H ZKLFK QRZ
road) to Greenfield, where it forded Paint Creekhmnrocky bottoms, just south of town (the old Fat&k Church was farther south,

west of Paint Creek on Fall Creek). From there, Thece turned westward and crossed Rattlesnake Credorabetown (East

Monroe, on OH 28),R /HHVEXUJ 86 DQG 2+ DA RXRXRAVWIIWRDRBOZKBOH WKH ROG /H[LQJW!
was just south of town. In Highland, the Trace turnedhnon Wilmington or Antioch Rd. This is the same widding Trace until it

gets to Wilmington, where the Antioch Road met old WBich turned west on the trace into town. Oldn®8v dead ends at the

Airport, heading directly toward the control tower.

The Trace went westward from Wilmington to Waynesvilleng OH 73. It crossed Todd Fork GieN DQG DW &DHVDUYV &UHHN 6V
3DUN ZHQW QRUWK DW WKH < ZRHQH WWURKNE® G- BRZID\ VERX &.D RINHIVHIMY B UdeH N7 KQHR Z KXQ G H U
went to Corwin where it forded the Little Miami intWaynesville. Corwin is north of 73, the Trace sefsd at the Cemetery. It
went up into the north part of Waynesville, and cdraek out on OH 73 on the west side of town. The T¢and OH 73) continue
on west to Springboro and Franklin along the presaute (the Old Upper Springboro Pike to Waynéswibming into Franklin on

QG 6WUHHW ,Q WKH 1V WKV SHHOQM LRIY BIHSO B FRIG B KD b R/Q HHMEE StiedR QU E\ WKH SUH\

At Franklin, the Trace forded the Great Miami Rivetdw the 6th Street RailRoad Bridge, then WilliamriBalow started a ferry at

KLV KRXVH LQ DW WKH 7UHQRH® K DIOHR @ U DNFKIHZBIQWH & IDRBE YW XDQVHEBERMMW K2R SDV
front of his Primitive Baptist Church), just easttbé town of Carlisle. The Trace continues on from i€latl until it crossed Twin

Creek, there it turns on Sugar Street to Sunsbutlystayed south of Germantown and Big Twin Creek. hatfive points, it went

ahead (to the right) on the Mudlick and Sigel Réadvhere Henry Moyer lived, and where it met thad@oing west out of

Germantown (OH 725). The Trace continues along 725r&tis. Keep right at the Y into Gratis, and OR 12 the old windng

7UDFH DQJOLQJ QRUWKZHVW WRV (D W RGAOth&HNHRRYESSY RohERtor] WS)3IS follows the &rac

Richmond IN. Whitewater Meeting was founded 18®@ailog church at a cemetery that stood almost ttiireader the US 27

overpass, just beyond the railroad tracks (200 feet vidlse @ld brick church at North G street).

The Kanawha Trace is very important to the settlemeBbothern Ohio. The Quakers and Dunkers, and many dtbersSouthern
Virginia and North Carolina, followed it as theynoa to Ohio Country. It was probably the most used lante for migration into

295
Southern Ohio in the years before the Old NatiGtwdd (c1827).

295
files.usgwarchives.net/oh/misc/merle.txt
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North Carolina Black Laws Pertaining to Free Persons of Color

An Act Concerning Slaves and Free Persons of O#tervised code, 1855).

If any free person shall join in any conspjrarebellion or insurrection of the slaves, or shajiee to join in any such conspiracy,
rebellion or insurrection, or shall procure, or padeiothers to join or enlist for that purpose, orldtr@wingly and wilfully aid or
assist any slave or slaves in a state of rebellionngaged in a conspiracy to make insurrection, as hyishing, or agreeing or
promising to furnish such slave with arms, ammunitioaror other article for their aid and support, eveeefperson so offending,
and being thereof legally convicted, shall be aggdiguilty of felony, and shall suffer death withbenefit of clergy18 2 ¢ 618 s 3
Free persons joining insurrection, how punished.

Any emancipation, granted to any slave or slaae herein directed, shall be upon the express aomttitit he, she or they will leave
the State within ninety days from the granting thgrand never will return within the State afterwarti830 c. 9 s 2 Emancipated
slaves to leave the state in 90 days.

All sums of money which may arise under the igions of this act, from the hire of free negroes, atattos, shall be paid to the

county trustee for county usés826 c 21 s 6 Money arising fo?v KH KLUH Rl IUHH QHJUTHV KVWRHEH SDLG WR WKH |

No free negro &c. to migrate into this state, 20 daysrafotice to remove from the State, or to be hel@dlour for 10 years or pay
$50. It shall not be lawful for any free negro, orlaito to migrate into this State: and if he or shallsdo so, contrary to the
provisions of this act, and being thereof informedlishot within twenty days thereafter, remove outla# state, he or she being
thereof convicted in manner hereinafter directed)l$eliable to a penalty of five hundred dollars; anmbn failure to pay the same,
within the time prescribed in the judgment awarded agauach person or persons, he or she shall be liale keld in servitude,
and at labor for a term of time not exceeding teargein such manner and upon such terms as may be preduyilibd court
awarding such sentence; and the proceeds arisindgrtmareshall be paid over to the county trustee fmurnty purposes: Provided,
That in case any free negro or mulatto shall pay timalpeof five hundred dollars, according to the psias of this act, it shall be
the duty of such free negro, or mulatto to remove br herself out of this state within twenty days theezafind for every such
failure, he or she shall be subject to the likegltgnas is prescribed for a failure to remove infttet instance(1826 ¢ 21 s 1)

How to proceed against a free negro &c. coming inte Stiate If any free negro, or mulatto, shall come intcs tBtate as aforesaid,
he or she may be arrested upon a warrant fromustic¢ of the peace, and carried before any justitbe peace of the county in
which he or she may be arrested; who is hereby as#tband required to examine into the case; and df) spch examination, it
shall appear to him that the said free negro, or naulets come into this State contrary to the provssimfthis act, he shall bind him
or her over to the next county court of said courltyctv shall happen thereafter, taking such secusityis or her appearance as may
be reasonable; and upon neglecting or refusingvi® gjich security, the said justice shall commit sueé fiegro or mulatto to the jail
of the county, there to be confined until the neodinty court, unless, in the mean time, he or sh# glve security as aforesaid: and
at the said court, it shall be the duty of the saidig to inquire into the case; and if it shall appeathem that the said free negro or
mulatto has migrated into this state contrary to fle@ipions of this act, they shall enter judgment agdiimstor her for the aforesaid
penalty, and may award execution thereon; and drighe shall have no property, or not sufficiensatisfy the said debt, the said
court shall adjudge, that the said free negro or timuthall be hired out for a term of time not excegdhat prescribed in the 67th
section of this act, in such manner and upon such tesmmag seem expedient to the said c{lB26 c 21 s 2)

Vagabond free negroes &c. how to be dealt wiftany free negro, or mulatto, in any county oftitate, who is able to labour, shall
be found spending his or her time in idleness andpdiien, or having no regular or honest employmerdamupation which he or
she is accustomed to follow, it shall and may be ladulany citizen to apply to a justice of the peadesaid county; and
upon affidavit to obtain a warrant to arrest su@rspn and bring him or her before some justice af saunty; and if upon
examination of the cause, it shall appear to saiitpisthat the said free negro or mulatto comes withénprovisions of this act, the
said justice shall bind him or her with reasonable sictaiappear at the next county court of said cpuand in case he or she shall
fail to give security, such free negro or mulatto shalcommitted to the jail of the county until thexneounty court thereafter; and it
shall be the duty of the said court, if upon exanimabf the case, he or she shall come within the mgaof this act, to require such
free negro or mulatto to enter into bond with sidfint security, in such sum as may be considered bgotlmt reasonable, payable to
the State of North Carolina, conditioned for his er good behaviour and industrious, peaceable depattfor one year: and in case
he or she shall fail to give such security, or shatlpay the costs and charges of the prosecutishall be lawful for the said court,
and they are hereby required to hire out such fegea) or mulatto for a term of time to service and lapwhich to them may seem
reasonable and just, and calculated to reform him ptchiabits of industry and morality, not exceedihtee years for any one
offence.(1826 ¢ 21 s 5)

Who shall be esteemed free negroes &it.free mulattoes descended from negro ancestors, totithfgeneration inclusive, though
one ancestor of each generation may have been @ pérgon, shall come within the provisions of this @&26 c 21 s 10)

Free negroes &c. going from this State to other Staie®turn in 90 days.If any free negro or person of colour who may be a
resident of this State, shall migrate from this Statd go into any other State, and shall be abserthéspace of ningtdays or
more, it shall not be lawful for such free negro orspa of colour to return to this State; and if drge negro or person of colour
shall violate this section, he shall be liable to $hene penalties as are prescribed for the punishmergeohégroes and persons of
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colour who migrate to this State: Provided, that espn shall incur the penalties or disabilities presdrib this section, if he or she
shall have been prevented from so returning to taiee®y sickness or other unavoidable occurréh880 c 14)

Free negroes not to inter marry with slavdsshall not be lawful for any free negro or freergon of colour to intermarry or cohabit
and live together as man and wife with any slawd;any free negro or person of colour so intermarrgingohabiting and living as
man and wife with a slave, shall be liable to indigitnand upon conviction shall be fined and imprisooedhipt at the discreti[o]n
of the court; the whipping not to exceed thirtyaifashes: Provided, That this section shall not extendny case where an
intermarriage or cohabiting or living together toolaqe before the passing of this 61830 ¢ 4 s 3)

Assault by a free person of colour with intent to comamiape on a white woman punishable with dea#iny person of colour
convicted, by due course of law, of an assault witeninto commit a rape upon the body of a white femsthall suffer death without
benefit of clergy(1823 ¢ 1229)

Free negroes &c. not to gamble with slavet shall not be lawful for any free negro, muwatt- person of mixed blood, descended
from negro ancestors to the fourth generation inclughaigh one ancestor of each generation may haveadesite person) to play
at any game of cards, dice, nine pins, or any gefrabance or hazard, whether for money, liquor orkind of property, or not, with
any slave or slaves; and any free negro, mulattorsopeof mixed blood as aforesaid, so offending, shpt)h conviction before any
court having jurisdiction, receive a whipping, neteeding thirty-nine lashes on his or her bare bd@&30 c 10 s 2)

Free negroes, &c. not to suffer slaves to gamble, im timises &c.If any free negro, mulatto or person of mixed blosdforesaid,
shall knowingly suffer any slave or slaves to play atgame of cards, dice, nine-pins or any game of chanbazard, whether for
money, liquor, or any kind of property, or not, iis lor her house, or in the yard, field or gardenchtd or belonging to his or her
house, he or she shall be liable to indictment incyt having jurisdiction; and upon conviction, fnee negro, mulatto or person of
mixed blood as aforesaid, shall receive a whippingishher bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine lasii830 ¢ 10 s 3)

Free negroes &c. not to entertain slaves in their houseedain times If any free negro or mulatto, shall entertain akave in his
or her house during the sabbath, or in the nightéatvsun set andis-rise, he or she shall, for entertaining such slagesubject to a
fine of two dollars for the first offence, and fowlidrs for every subsequent offence, to be recoveredonviction before any one
justice of the peace, and applied to the use optiwe of the county in which the offence shall benottted, saving to the party the
right of appealing(1787 ¢ 287 s 2)

Slaves not to trade with other slaves in prohibited aiclenalty. If any slave shall buy or receive from any slave oresaor shall
sell or deliver to any slave or slaves any of the ptggaohibited to be bought by or received fromf@be sold or delivered to any
slave by any free white person, by the laws of tiéée$ he or she, on conviction thereof before asfige of the peace, shall receive
on his or her bare back, not exceeding thirty-nashés, well laid on by any constable of said countyther person appointed for
that purpose(1826 ¢ 13 s 4)

Free negroes, &c. not to trade with slaves in prohibitetitkes. Penalty If any free negro, or mulatto, shall trade with afgve,
either by buying from, or selling to him or her amticde of property prohibited to be sold to or bbtugrom a slave by any white free
person by the laws of this State, he or she may septed by indictment in the county or Superior Cowntst on conviction, shall
receive not less than thirty-nine lashes on his obher back(1826 c 13 s 5 1828 c. 32 s 2)

Parties entitled to an appedkither of the parties or master of the slave conviateder either of the two preceding sections shall be
entitled to an appeal from the judgment of the jestic of the county court; and no indictment shelplbosecuted for so trading with
a slave, unless the indictment be commenced within énmlenths from the time of the offence commitf@®26 ¢ 13 s 7 1828 ¢ 32
s3)

Free negroes &c. not to peddle &c. without license. It shailbe lawful for any free negro, mulatto, or free persboolor, to hawk
or peddlewithin the limits of any county in this State, withdirst obtaining a license from the court of Plead Quarter Sessions of
the county in which they propose to hawk or peddlieich license shall be granted for one year ontgl anly when seven or more
justices are present, and upon satisfactory evidefnite good character of the applicant, to be apidy said court; and for issuing
such license the clerk shall be entitled to demandereive from such applicant the sum of eighty cePitsvided nevertheless, That
nothing in this act shall be construed so as to alaeh person coming from another State to peddleisnState; and if any free
negro, or free person of color shall offend agatnistsection of this act, he or she shall be subjeicidictment.(1831 ¢ 28 1830 c 7)

Fines on free persons of colour unable to pay hobetenforced When any free person of colour shall be condicttany offence

against the criminal laws of the State, and sentbhzegpay a fine, and it shall appear to the satisfacf the court, that the free
person of colour so convicted is unable to pay the finposed, the court shall direct the sheriff of ¢cbanty where such fine is
imposed to hire out the free person of colour so iobed to any person who will pay the fine for hisveegs for the shortest space of

time. (1831 c. 13 s £f°

e www.learnnc.org/Ip/editions/nchist-antebellum/5328.
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Black Codes Passed by lllinois Legislature

In 1853, the lllinois Legislature passed what were known as the Black CotesCodes made it a crime to bring a
free African American into lllinois and imposed fines against illegal African igae immigrants. The labor of those

297
unable to pay the fine could be sold at public auct?onThe Black Codes were not invalidated until 1864, toward the
end of the Civil War.

On January 29, 1853, John A. Logan of the House Judiciary Cteenritroduced an act to prevent the settlement of
free Negroes in lllinois. When the hill was to be read for the third prior to enactment, H. W. Blodgett, a dissident
member of the Judiciary Committee, expressed his contempt for racial distiomioya moving that the stafe entire

black code ought to be repealed. Blod§ettmendment, however, was decisively defeated a few minutes later by a
vote of 58 to 7. Lacking sufficient strength to block the Wik dbpponents of Negro exclusion were defeated 45 to 23.
Within six days, the state Senate approved the Logan bill 13 T8 1853 exclusion law clearly reflected tispirit”

of Article XIV. Any Negro or mulatto who entered the state with the intenstabéishing residency, the act declared,

was subject to a fine of fifty doIIar239§

Lincoln $ lllinois was hardly committed to racial equality. An 1853 state lept Rfrican Americans out. Its legal
code forbade interracial marriage, kept African Americans off juries and fotiteostate militia, banned black
testimony against whites, denied them the vote, and had no profasiblack schools. Especially in its southern half,

. . . . . 299
predominately settled from slaveholding states, racism was a powerful andghisaatichallengeable notion.

To prevent the further immigration of Negroes into the state, the legislatd®53 established a policy prohibiting
free African Americans from settling in lllinois. To enforce the polity, law authorized the sale of any black who
entered the state after 1853 and failed to pay a stiff fine. The celel@ateadromise of 1850 had implicitly
encouraged such racist legislation by strengthening the fugitive Islayavhich held Northern states responsible for
illegal Negro immigration.

The Register strongly supported the fugitive slave law. The paper admonistieéns to obey the law by
apprehending and returning Negroes who had escaped Southvemy.sl€entral Illinois largely avoided the onus of
enforcing the law. The ardgacitizens seemed to have taken a narrowly legalistic point of view, didiregy¢he larger
moral questions but insisting that a Negro be proven a slave befogerbaurned to the South. ...THeurnal kept

. . . . . 300
unusually silent, unwilling to break the law or abrogate the fragitgpcomise that held the Union together.

Any Negro or mulatto who entered the state with the intent of establishingrregjdhe act declared, was subject to a
fine of fifty dollars. If the black person upon conviction was unable tahmafine, the law instructed the Justice of the
Peace to auction the unfortunate black to the bidder who wordé &g pay the cost of the fine for the shortest period
of labor. The act, then, established a system of black convict labatrtragly resembled involuntary servitude. The
failure of the black person to leave the state within ten days aftéirhis of service had expired, moreover, rendered

him liable to a second prosecution. The penalty for the sedfemke, however, was to be raised from fifty to one
hundred dollars, and for a third offense from one hundred to wmardéd and fifty dollars. If the offender was unable

0
to pay the increased fine, he was again to be sold into?ajbor.

= The Free Negro Question: Race Relations in Ant-Bellumoi$, 1801-1860 Charles N. Zucker, Dissertation

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements the Degree Doctor of Philosophy, Field of History
Northwestern University, Evanston, lllinois, August, 29¥niversity Microfiims, Ann Arbor, Michigan, p. 31
(Hereatfter referred to &icker)

** Zucker pp. 313-314.

° Lincoln'§ Prewar Constitutional VisigrPhillip S. Paludan, Journal of the Abraham Lincolssdciation, Vol. 15, Number 2,
Summer 1994, p. 16Free But Not Equal: The Midwest and the Negro during@hel War, V. Jacque Voegeli, Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 1967, pp21-

0 Always My Friend, A History of The State Journal-Regiand SpringfieldAndy Van Meter, Phillips Bros., Springfield, Ilbis,
1981, pp. 145-146.
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Zucker pp. 313-314.
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Appendix E

African American Activities in Springfield in 1840s and 1850s

Runaway Slave, James Foster, Living in Springfield

In 1839, James Foster, a runaway slave, settled ingfigtthand lived there for two years. In 1841, akarsas man claimed Foster.
He applied to Springfield Judge Samuel Treat, wha &apAfrican American servant in his own home. Thdgéudemanded proof of
ownership and then surrendered Foster to his mastdiisfate in Arkansas.

James M. Shelby Runs Away from Indenture to Henry B. Truett

Sometime in November of 1840, James M. Shelby, thentoded servant of Henry B. Truett, must have run away fTruett. Truett
complained to the Circuit Court and Judge J. Adams issweairant for Jamefrrest. H. B. Truett maketh oath on complaint sayet
that James M. Shelby a bound apprentice to me theHsdd Truett has left __ run away from his the said HT Biett service and is
now absent from the service of H. B. Truett withostleave.

H. B. Truett

Sworn this 28th Nov. 1840

J. Adams J. P. S. C.

Indenture to Henry B. Truett
the Sangamo Journal

Order to Bring James M. Shelby Before Court to Answer Complant of Henry B. Truett

On November 28, 1840, Judge Adams ordered the sherifake the body of James M. Shelby and bring him before the Judge to
answer the complaint of Henry B. Truett that James, Hsnitured servant, had run away and to be dealt witbrdinig to law.

State of lllinois

Sangamon County

People of the State of lllinois to the Sheriff ayaonstable of said County greeting:

Whereas H. B. Truett made complaint on his oath as follamgtDames M. Shelby a bound apprentice to
him the said H. B. Truett has left or run away from hésshid H. B. Truett service and is now absent from
the said H. B. Truett service without his the said H. BieTirleave

These are therefor to command you to take the botheddaid James M. Shelby and bring him forthwith
before me at my office in the City of Springfietslanswer the said Complaint and be dealt with adogtd law
Nov. 28, 1840

Springfield

J. Adams P.J.PS Co.

Luther Ransom Moves to Springfield and Opens Boarding House

In 1840, Luther moved to Springfield and by Octob8r 1841, he operated an underground railroad st#iere at his boarding
house near the Globe Tavern.

Sidney Mclntry, 3A Mulatto Girl, " Indenture To Nathaniel A. Rankin

On March 3, 1841, Nathaniel A. Rankin entered amoindenture with 9-year-old Sidney Mcintry, a nttdagirl. She was to be
taught *he art and mystery of housekeepirend was to serve until she reached the age ofesighon June 15, 1859. At the
expiration of the term of service, Rankin was to diee a new Bible and two new suits of clothfssitable to her condition.

Abraham Lincoln Represents Mary Shelby in Divorce From Mack Shelby

On March 8, 1841, Mary Shelby, Magkwife, filed for divorce in the Circuit Court ofaBgamon County. Abraham Lincoln was
Mary § attorney. The petition stated that until two yeays €1839), Mary lived with Mack,2hough not in the highest state of
connubial felicity.” Mary asserted that they had since gone their sepaeste and charged that Mack was a habitual drun&add
had contributed nothing to her support. Maryrldismissed the case.

William Lewis May Pays Debt By Delivering African AmericanBernice and Her Child

In May of 1841, William Lewis May was elected mayor pfiSgfield.

Kane v. May & Eastham- May and Eastham gave Kane a prompisste but failed to pay. Kane sued May and Eastimaam iaction
of assumpsit to recover the debt. William Lewis May &adtham retained Logan and Lincoln and pleaded nitiy.gilay and
Eastham later withdrew their pleas, and the courtirfde Kane and awarded $112.50 in damages. Thespatjreed that in lieu of
paying in cash May would deliver the African Ameriggiri Bernice and her child to Kane to satisfy thdgment.
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Thomas Cox Advertises for Apprentice Barber
On July 2, 1841, Thomas Cox, the African American eatised in theSangamo Journdbr a journeyman barber and an apprentice.
Josephine, 3A Girl Of Color, “ Indenture to James F. Owings

On August 5, 1841, James F. Owings, Clerk of the Uritiadles District Court at Springfield, entered intoiredenture with 8 year-
old Josephine, a girl of color. She was to be taute household duties of a female, such as cookirghiwg & etc.” and was to
serve until she reached the age of eighteen on Atgd&51. At the expiration of the term of servioeifys was to give Josephine a
new Bible and two new suits of clothé&uitable to her conditiorn.The indenture was witnessed by Jacob Bunn.

African American Ben Henderson Takes Runaway Slave Frordacksonville to Springfield

At dawn one morning in the mid-1840s, Ben Hendersbdacksonville began preparing to deliver some cratiieSpringfield.
Henderson, a black man, was a former slave who paichaster $250 for his freedom before settling in Jackien But before
Henderson had loaded his wagon, two runaway skaemian and a womancame to his home and asked for help on their journey to
freedom. A bounty of $1000 had been offered for ta@.mHenderson put some hay in the bottom of his wagbihashthe couple lie

on it. He spread a wagon cover over them, then pué may and his cradles on top. During the day, Hsotgedrove around the
Springfield city square, stopping and talking to deppefore apparently taking the slaves to the hohaeSpringfield area man who
could help them continue their daring journey tceftem. No one ever suspected Henderson was riskingwrisfreedom by
breaking federal and state laws against harboriragssisting runaway slaves. His role was documented by Jadks@uthor Julia
Wolcott Carter in3The Underground Railrodda story of abolitionist activity in the area. ndierson was just one of the hundreds of
free African Americans, Indians and whites who weliesain what came to be known as tRenderground railroad? an informal
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system that helped slaves flee to freedom.
The lllinois State Colonization Society Organized

By 1845, the colonization movement was strong endagupport a statewide organization, the lllindiat& Colonization Society,
organized in Springfield. Its purpose was to eghla colony of free African Americans on the west to&g\frica, as envisioned
by the national society. The group intended to meetially, with members paying annual dues of one dtlaupport the venture.

Colonization was a bipartisan effort but generaltyaated more Whigs than Democrg(t)g. On January 3, 1845, a meeting was held
in the Hall of the House of Representatives at tteeSCapitol to form a State of lllinois Colonizati®Gociety. A proposk
constitution was presented and a speech was givé&ebyFinley, agent for the Missouri Colonization ®6g on the commercial
advantages from establishing¥@hristian Republic in Africa. It was reported that there were 65 members. Elizal®ihs, 3A Girl

Of Colour,” Indenture To Robert IrwinOn February 17, 1845, Robert Invinentered into an indenture with Elizabeth Jones, a 17

year-old girl of coloursi05 Elizabeth was to be taught the art and mystery of dbmousewifery. She was to serve until the age of
18, or August 25, 1846. At the expiration of hemteshe is to be given a new Bible and two new suitdaihes suited to her
condition. Elizabeth signed the indenture with#n” In 1841, Robert Irwin purchased a residence astheheast corner of Sixth
and Cook Streets now known as the lles House.

Certificate of Freedom: Thomas Roundtree

On March 20, 1845, Thomas Roundtree, a 21-year-ofitakf American ofopper color; filed a certificate of freedom with the
Sangamon County Circuit Clerk. Thomas was the sobuof Roundtree and a brother of Feba (Phoebe), magied William
Fleurville.

In the Matter of the application
of Thomas Roundtree, a mulatto
Application for Freedom,

And now at this day came Thomas Roundtree, and afiplic having been made to the Court. It is ordethdt the original
certificate of freedom of said Thomas be entered upemrecords of this Court by the Clerk thereof drat he endorse a certificate
on said original certificate stating the time the saras entered and the name and description of the persduncprg the same and
that the following evidence of their freedom beesadl upon the records of this Court and a copy didre granted to him when
applied for. To wit: Barren County Kentucky Thiay | have sold Lucy to herself for twenty years wdadke by her to be free and
eight of her children Free them and all their fatincrease from this day until the end of the didol wit Feba, Betsy, Isaac, Nancy,
Daniel, Judah, Thomas and Sophia | do relinquistngltight and title to the above nine slaves to themsehan me my heirs and
all other persons forever as witness my hand andtiedl3 day of August 1826

Henry Roundtree

o2 The Underground Railroad, How the College Played A Rolgelping Runaway Slavesnthony Hebron.
www.laddcenter.com/ugrr/ICUnderground%20Railroad.do

o The Young Eagl&enneth J. Winkle, Taylor Trade Publishing, Dallas Be2801, p. 255. (Hereafter referred t\éakle)
** Power, pp. 405-406.
e Elizabeth Jones was born on August 25, 1828.
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Rhoda Clark Received Into Membership of Second Presbytean Church

On July 6, 1845, African American Rhoda Clark wasiesd into membership of the Second Presbyterian GHuwen the Colored
306
(African) Baptist Church of Springfield.

Abraham Lincoln Represents Marvin B. Pond Indicted for Haboring Slave

On June 11, 1845, Lincoln and Harris appeared ivieard County Circuit Court as attorneys for MaminPond in the criminal
case ofPeople v. Pond Pond was indicted for harboring John Hauley,gitifte slave from Kentucky, and posted a $300 bond to

guarantee his appearance at the next term of é%uWiIIiam Hauley of Kentucky claimed ownership of JoHauley. The court
quashed the first count of the indictment, and Raedded not guilty to the second count. The junnébBond not guilty.Lincoln

and Herndon received $5 for their legal serviddsrvin was the 38-year-old son of Billious Pond, thenfiagton abolitionistgf08

3This was the only time such a charge was made in Menawh{{),” wrote Laura Isabelle Osburn Nance in her béakPiece of
Time (In Lincoln Countyy The Pond family believed the indictment resultemhfrinformation given by Mentor Graham, Abraham
Lincoln § teacher in eNw Salem, she says. Although no prasfseNance suggests that Lincoln himself, one of onty defense
attorneys in Menard County at the time, may have mewafiash the case. The only document filed was a mudidiismiss the
indictment signed by either Lincoln or the otherethesie attorney, and it is missing. In November 1846dRas acquitted for lack of

evidence. Undoubtedly Mr. Lincoln could have heard the Poase; because it drew so much attentiddance wrote. Perhaps he
received impressions from there concerning the quesfi@bolition which helped him decide (his stanoettee slavery) question in

later years.
lllinois Constitutional Convention Proposal Excluding Immigration of Free African Americans to lllinois

In 1847, the lllinois constitutional convention aded a proposal to be submitted separately to thesvote March 6, 1848, which
excluded immigration of free Negroes to lllinois. t¥is approved both the constitution and this provision

Samuel S. Ball Departs Springfield for Liberia

Ball left Springfield for New Orleans in Februamgnly to be stopped by ice on the Mississippi River. rHade a second
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Successful attempt to reach Liberia via Baltimore in May.
The 1848 Constitution and the Prohibition of Free Ngro Immigration to lllinois
In 1847, the lllinois constitutional convention aded a proposal to be submitted separately to thesveteich excluded immigration
of free Negroes to lllinois. On March 6, 1848, vstapproved both the constitution and this provishaticle XIV. The final vote
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on the Constitution itself was 49,060 to 20,083 wifike tally on Article XIV was 50,261 to 21,297. The Sangamon County vote
was 1,817 for the new constitution and 200 against6DQJDPRQ &RXQW\«UHWXUQH G MY RIRVRD B [RDXGLQYRWH V
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African Americans and only 148 opposing their exclusion The 1848 Constitution specifically denied the rightswffrage and
militia service to free Negroes. The 1848 Consttuformally banned slavery in the state, but tla¢estlid not repeal the Black Laws
until 1865.

e Minutes of the Second Presbyterian Church
o Day by Dayp. 253. June 11, 1845.

o Power, p. 576: Marvin B. Pond, born Nov. 3, 1807, inAtN¥ork, married there twice, came to Sangamon Counfy88v, and in
1839 moved to Menard County, where he died in 181, leaving a family. His wido% name was Jane Beerup.

° The Underground Railroad, How the College Played A Roldelping Runaway Slavesnthony Hebron.
www.laddcenter.com/ugrr/ICUnderground%20Railroad.do

310 .
Winkle p. 256.

o The Era of the Civil War, 1848-1870, The Centenniatdfy of lllinois, Vol. 11, Arthur C. Cole, Springfield, lllinois, Entennial
Commission, 1919, p. 22%ucker p. 313.

? 1881 History p. 274.
o Zucker p. 311.
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Illinois Supreme Court Invalidates Law Providing For Return of Fugitive Slaves

In 1849, the lllinois Supreme Court invalidated #ate law providing for the return of fugitive slaveThe ruling by Justice Samuel
Hubbel Treat was a victory for an African American fromissburi who claimed that his arrest in Sangamon Couveg
unconstitutional. The law had held that an Afridemerican coming into lllinois without a certificaté freedom could be jailed on

the presumption that he was a runaway. Treat saidhbastate could not legislate on a matter within éikclusive jurisdiction of
314
Congress.

The Fugitive Slave Law

On September 18, 1850, President Millard Fillmore esigthe Fugitive Slave Law. It turned out to be ofh¢he most vulnerable
measures ever passed by Congress; the storm of praiestised never subside@®y denying the testimony of the alleged runaway
and by assuming that he was guilty rather than immo¢ke measure immediately became a powerful propagaedpow for the
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reformers. The abolitionist press referred to ithe Man-Stealing Lawand the Bloodhound Bill’
Young Boys Harass Violet Musick, a Colored Woman

Even when they were permitted to remain in Springfiéllican Americans suffered harassment at the hands af lggites. In
1851, a gang of white boys mounted a campaign ohidétion against a black woman in the cit§he house occupied byiolet, 1

a colored woman? who minds her own business and interferes with ne, ohas been assailed night after night, by a parcehtéf
grown boys, for the mere purpose of distressing héit,sle is now nearly a maniada@ witness reported0n Friday night last some
of these persons actually entered her house, while réimticfstood by and did nothing. Rather than camideg the episode as an
instance of racist violence, however, the local mper simply cautioned that Violgtimpending insanity would add another pauper
to the city§ welfare rolls. 3f the corporation do not want the support of aeetindividual,” ran the warning2hey had better see to
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this thing in time,if it is not now too laté.  In the 1850 United States Census, Violet Musick igdisis a 65-year-old woman who
was born in Virginia.
lllinois Supreme Court Voids Contracts for Sale of African Americans

In 1852, the lllinois Supreme Court voided contractgtiersale of African Americans.

Lincoln and the lllinois Colonization Society

In 1852 Lincoln said that he imagined he might becdsmnething of a leader against slavery encroachmeinsact, he became a
manager of the lllinois State Colonization Societydradsed their annual meetings in 1853 and 1855, ilcot#d money to th
society, and enjoyed speaking with its agents. DutiegCivil War, he continued to promote colonizat{@a pet scheme of hibeau
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ideal of a statesmdrHenry Clay) despite criticism from some Radical Repabic

Confrontation Between 3Negro girl “and Drunken Irishman
The following article appeared in the Septembei8®4, Weekly Capitol Enterprise

Race? Near the C. & M. R. R. depot, last evening, a drankishman said something to a Negro girl, which seemetisplease her,
and she answered him back rather saucily, and staftesh a run. The Irishman then gave chase, and hisldwn for about a
hundred yards, when his toe struck some object, andabebrought from the perpendicular to the horizointahe twinkling of an

318
eye, much to the discomfiture of his nose, which stthelground first, leaving its mark in the dust.
Fugitive Slave Kidnappers Taken From Chicago to Springéld and Released by Judge Samuel Treat

Chicago Daily TribuneSept. 21, 1854.

Two colored men, on their way to Chicago, were sea®titaken from the cars at LaSalle, lllinois, by thmem, who said they were
not officers. The colored men were known to be;fl@ee was % respectable resident of ChicagoSome of the passengers
interfered; but it being night, and very dark, dnel cars starting on the colored men were left irh#reds of their kidnappers.

Chicago, lllinois. Three men from Missouri, with arveat from the Governor of that State, to take rdage fugitive slave, seized a
man whom they met in the street, bound him with a hamtlief, and to quicken his steps beat him with tii¢ &f a pistol. He
succeeded in shaking off his captors and fled, a gistidét being sent after him, which did not hit hirde made good his escape.

. lllinois, a History of the Prairie StateRobert P. Howard, William B. Eerdmans Publishingrpany, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
1972, p. 190.

e Lincoln and the NegrdBenjamin Quarles, 1962, Da Capo Press, Inc., pg948-

*° Winkle p. 264.

*" The Inner World of Abraham LincgliMichael Burlingame, University of Illinois Press, Urbaral Chicago, 1994, p. 30.
e Weekly Capitol Enterpris&September 9, 1854, p. 2, cl. 5.
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The men were arrested and held to trial for assault déadly weapons. By an extraordinary conspiracyhenpart of District
Attorney Hoyne, Sheriff Bradley, and others, these mere taken from jail to be carried to Springfieltinbis, two hundred miles
distant, to appear before Chief Justice Treat, tlamight inquire vhether said alleged kidnappers were justly held ib aval
imprisoned. It was so suddenly done that the counsel for thedpded man and for the State of lllinois had not timeeach
Springfield before the men were discharged and ein thay to Missouri. The Grand Jury of the Countywihich Chicago is) had
found a true bill against them, of which the Sherifbfessed to be ignorant, (which was deemed haafigiple,? under which bill
they would probably have been convicted and sentieticthe State Prison. Thus the omnipotent SlaveePoxaches forth its hand
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into our most Northern cities, and saves its minions fimerpunishment which their lawless acts have justlyteteri 2
Chicago Daily TribungSept. 21, 1854.
The Abolitionists: Summer of 1854

lllinois became a sort of battleground in the summerfathaf 1854, with vigorous campaigning by both sideSpringfield attracted
half a dozen of the natidh most prominent abolitionists that sumnferSalmon P. Chase, Joshua R. Giddings, Cassius M, Clay
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Ichabod Codding, and othefs yet neither Herndon nor Lincoln spoke at any esSthmeetings.
Dred Scott Decision

In March of 1857, the United States Supreme C®uhief Justice Taney rendered the Dred Scott decisiing that: (1) a Negro
could not be a citizen of the United States; andtli2 Missouri Compromise was not and never had beestitutional. The
antislavery agitation had an unfortunate effecHemndon$ personality.He lost something of that exuberance and versatfiay had
made him a worthy example of the Aufklarung in theltfié West. Now all his emotions were squeezed tiraung wine press and
the juice was bitter. In his calmer moments Herndon Hfmsalized what was happeningMy colored brethren heréhe wrote in
joshing style to a Democratic frienésay ghy Good Lord-a-massy Billy de Nigger am the gre@attof the American Globe... dey
am always de talk Cdhlegislate for mail bags; but that the nigger amhia threads. 3 But for the most part Herndon had the
intolerance of a man whose knowledge comes entireiy frooks. He knew all about slaveryabout the numbBbliegfoes, and slave
insurrections, and the value of Southern crops. éiddcgive a disquisition on European forms of servitudd denounce the
Inquisition and the Bastille. He could detalil fegislative history of the Missouri Compromise and Kansas-Nebraska bill. But
did he really know slavery? He left Kentucky afait, and, except for one hasty visit in 1858, pbbpaever returned to a slave
state. Lincoln was bound by birth and marriageh® $outhern tradition; Douglas had firsthand knowdedg slavery in actual
practice; Herndon knew it only from books. It washiang to be pointed atfrom a distanceto be censurebetteared. It never
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occurred to him that slavery was something more thaanargd oppression, that the plantation was a waijeof |
Fugitive Slave Case at Springfield
PAUL M. ANGLE

A month later slavery was lifted from the realm of paditiargument and placed squarely on Springffettborstep as a living, human
problem. Late in July, a few miles south of the ditye United States Marshal arrested a negro wisoalleged to be a fugitive slave
from Missouri. As it was Springfiel§§ first case of the kind since the passage of th#ivegslave law of 1850, interest was
widespread. When the U. S. Commissioner, S. A. Carniegard the case a few days later, the courtroomonavded; but there
were no threats of violence, and the general attivetethat if a fair trial should show the fugititeebe a slave, he should be returned
to his owner. After W. H. Herndon and John E. Rose#te argued the case for the defendant, and E. Bidele and John A.
McClernand had appeared for the claimant, the comomissitook it under advisement. A few days later éaidid that the negro
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should be returned to Missouri. The crowd which hatthered to hear the decision quietly dispersed.
DAVID DONALD

Late in July Springfield was shocked to learn thategro in Logan County, a few miles north, had berested as a fugitive slave
and was to be hauled before the United States Commessadrithe state capital...Though there was much interest there was little
excitement in the state capital. The Negro was, ofsm poor, and Herndofireelyquickly as well as freelyvolunteered his legal
services for the defense, securing also the assistanl#hofE. Rosette, a better Republican than he viasyeer. For the slavé§
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owner appeared Hernd@nbrother, the crabbed and crippled Elliott.

= Chicago Daily TribuneSeptember 21, 1854. www.gutenberg.org/dirs/19813090/13990-h/13990-h.htrAnti-Slavery Tracts.
No. 18., The Fugitive Slave Law And Its Victifusierican Anti-Slavery Society, 138 Nassau Street, Nevk,YIB56.

0 Lincoln, David Donald Simon & Schuster, New York, 1995, p. 78lereafter referred to d3onald)
**! Donald, pp. D3-104.

2 Angle p. 226.

= Donald, p. 106. Register August 2, 1857. Herndon to Parker, August 4, 1857.

118



Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks

Appendix F Richard M. Hancock
Appendix F
Richard M. Hancock

Jameson Jenkirfs stepdaughter, Jane Watkins, married Richard Mason Hancock on
January 6, 1867. Hancock was an active and early participant in the Africaic&meivil
rights movement.

Richard M. Hancock:
Secretary of New Haven Negroes Against
Colonization

New London Daily Chronicle,
New London, Connecticut,
Tuesday, June 10, 1858" Liberator, Boston, Massachusetts,
Friday, June 20, 1858°

4 New London Daily ChronicleNew London, Connecticut, Tuesday, June 10, 1858uMe: IX, Issue: 39, p. 2.
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Richard M. Hancock Recognized

Freeman Indianapolis, Indiana, Saturday, July 3, 183%‘.3

RICHARD MASON HANCOCK, ESQ.

Foreman of the Pattern Shops of the Eagle Works Manufacturingnp&@y, Chicago, lllinois.
MathematicianCarpenterDraughtsmanForeman of the Liberty Iron Works Palttepn

To speak of one who has made a success in this department i éngksasure, for in this work he has had the honor
of showing Negro talent and also overcoming those obstacles that defsadssin many men. It used to be that only
white men could do théossing, but the bottom rail is on the top, and Mr. Hancock is now doioly eork as guides
over seven hundred white employees and gives satisfaction tonf@sge employers. We have said elsewhere that
brains will tell, and here is an indisputable evidence. Do you thinkold be employed if he could not do the work?
No, indeed, not a bit of it. He is competent, and that indeecisetison. Why should the firm trust him with the
disposition of their thousands unless he could make thensahde? The truth is they do not know his superior, and
hence employ him. It is a praiseworthy thing that his employers coulties@ean, the artist, the draughtsman, and be
influenced neither by the color of his skin nor the drops ofctbtbat may be in his veins attributable to black parents.
| am indebted to a sketch, which appeared in the columns of theitCllaindealer, May 14, 1886, for many of the
facts which appear here.

Mr. Hancock was born of free parents at Newberne, North Carolinegenimer 22, 1832. His father, William H.
Hancock, is a hale old gentleman, still alive, residing at ChicagmiBli At an early age Richard was sent to a private
school in his native town, the public schools of which, and ohdbe laws of the®ld North State] being then
opposed to the education of Negro children. Here he mastereddingents of a common school course, and when
thirteen years old began as a carpefitapprentice under his father. He worked nine years at the bgnittgthime
having gained a thorough knowledge of the trade, and atthisadajority, he left North Carolina and went to New
Haven, Connecticut. He soon found employment at his trade with Messrs[.}JeAt&aTreat and Doolittle &

= Liberator, Boston, Massachusetts, Volume: XXVI, Issue: 25d&y, June 20, 1856, p. 99.
326
Freeman)ndianapolis, Indiana, Saturday, July 3, 1897, Voluthdssue: 27, p. 2.
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Company, two white firms that were not slow in recognizing him as an effislerkman. 3Joinering” was the
particular branch of the trade at which he had been engagedhip time.

He finally drifted to Lockport, New York, where he followed ship carpetwo years, building canal boats, after
which he was taken into the employ of the Holly Manufacturing Compaith whom he remained four years. While
with them he learned pattern-making, a branch of the trade thate®djrst of all a complete mastery of carpentry,
besides an acquaintance with higher mathematics, a knowledge gifitiinguand the constant exercise of the very best
judgment. For four years he worked and studied to make Hiprséicient, and at the end of that period had mastered
all the theory and much of the practical details of that branchedfalde.

In 1862 he came to Chicago, and shortly after was given emphbyasea pattern-maker in the shops of the Eagle
Works Manufacturing Company, whose president, Mr. P. W. Gates, tmas and tried friend of the Negro, when all
the law and nearly all the public sentiment of the land was inr fafz&eeping him in slavery. At that time this
company had the largest machine and boiler shops and foundwethat operation in the West.

After working as a journeyman two years, he was promoted to the foshipaof the pattern department, and had in
his charge fourteen men, all of whom were white. To serve undegeo foreman, no matter if he did know more
about the business than they did, was too much for their Noftkawd, so they3truck.” For three days Mr. Hancock
was Imonarch of all he surveyed But the prospect was not a pleasing one, for the shop was crovittieorders and
there was more work to get out than he could perform unaideftaBing that its delayed execution might injure him
with his employers, he went before the president and tendered his resigrfienhearing him through, Mr. Gates
quietly said: Oh! go back to work. It will all come right in an hundred yeande obeyed. Other pattern-makers to fill
the places of the strikers were soon engaged, and ten years sabseguiee with the same firm showed that less than
a century could make all things right.

While with the Eagle Works Company, he was instrumental in teachingdiooed young men tradesMr. Beverly
Meeks as a machinist, and Mr. John Johnson as a pattern-nddeeformer is now in the employ of the C. & N. W.
Railroad Company at their shops in Detroit, while the latter is plying his ttaderever, Colorado. He also used his
influence with good effect to secure work at their trades for other cateeadn the foundry and blacksmith shops of
the works.

In 1873 the firm for which he worked went out of business, and a new fompased of two of his former
superintendents, Messrs. Fraser and Chalmers, started the Liberty Iron Works ditythiShey showed their
confidence in his ability by immediately placing him at the head of gwtern shops. Their business soon reached
large proportions, requiring now the constant services of over seven thugkilled employees, fifteen of whom are
kept busy making patterns. The firm makes a specialty of manufactutriicgtin mining machinery, and in the course
of a year gets out an almost infinite variety of indescribable work, for megtich new patterns have to be made. All
of the work must conform strictly to the drawings in every particular. Thisshillv the importance of the position
held by Mr. Hancock in the second largest establishment of the Kkitidsi country. He has been with his present
employers fifteen years, commands a good salary, and is held iegiggm by them and his fellow-workmeim. the
same shop with him is his son George, who is also regarded as an efficignt paitter.

In private life Mr. Hancock is a public-spirited and progressive citizen;mabeeof several societies, in some of which
he holds a high rank, notably the Masonic fraternity; a vestrymah dh8masfEpiscopal church, and an interesting
talker at the literary sessions of the Prudence Crandall circle. He hag hotoe on Fulton street, where, assisted by

27
his wife, an amiable and intelligent lady, his many friends are made Wefcome.

327 .
Simmongpp. 405409.
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POrer-186Q......c.ccovuurrieeiiiiiiieeiiiiiie e
POMEr-1862......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
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Andrew
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LLQFROQTYV 6SUL Cirtd 1BE06..Q HAB4JKER U
Butler
William H.

borrows $50 from James Blanks-July 17, 184534
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Wright, William
burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery-September 9, 1882
Donnegan
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Elizabeth Ann Pellum
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Church-September 2, 1848
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1860 census...... .
1865 lllinois State Census ................................ 73
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Dirth-1808.........ceiiiiiiiiiie e 2.
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36...
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851 e 54...
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1840 26..
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Springfield City directory-1864............c.ccccceuues 71
Springfield conductor on underground railroad-Circa
1858, 46..
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1855 CeNSUS......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiee s 56.
birth-Before Revolution............cccccccviiiiiciiinenns 1.

buys lot on South Eighth Street from James and
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marriage to Stephen Harris-March 12, 1838
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Johnson
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attends African American meeting opposing state
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................................................................... 33..
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lllinois Colonization Society-1852................... 117
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harboring a slave-June 1845..................... 116
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Edward F.
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Jenkins, Nancy to Stephen Harris-March 12,.183823
Pellum, Elizabeth Ann to Unknown Watkins-Pre .18B2
Pellum, Elizabeth to Jameson Jenkins-October 6,. 2840

Pellum, Martha Ann to James Blanks-18............... 21.
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May
William Lewis
slave owner-1840 CensuS..........ccccvevreervernenen 29
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John A.

attorney for slave in fugitive slave case-July 1838.
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funding of African American schools-November 8,

Millington
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DIrth-1812......ccciiiiiiiee et 14..
Jenkins, Nancy H.
DIrth-184L.....cccoiiiiiiie e 28..
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birth-November 22, 18Q7..........c.cccccvveeevicivrenenn. 13
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Pellum, Martha Ann
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Quakers
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Blanks, James
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lllinois-March 20, 184Q..........ccccceeevieeerieeenneenn 26
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Pellum, Elizabeth A.

Virginia, Richmond-November 22, 1807........... 13
Pellum, Jane

Virginia-August 8, 1787........ccevvvveeriiienieeeninand 13
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attorney for slave in fugitive slave case-July 18338.
Roundtree
Thomas
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Jenkins, Elizabeth Pellum and Jameson admitted into
membership of Second Presbyterian Church-September

Rhoda Clark transfers membership to-July 6,.184%516
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Dred Scott decision-March 1857...................... 118
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birth-1838.
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horse racing-1863
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buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery-March 12, 197804
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Missouri-Circa 1854.........cccceveevviineeeeeiinnns 106

Matilda J.

daughter of Thomas J. and Sarah Fortune, born in
Huntsville, Missouri-February 11, 1847......106

Sarah Fortune
AMival-1856........cccccuvireeeeiiiiee e s e 77..
wife of Thomas J. Wright.............occoieiinninnn. 77

Thomas J.
AIMval-1856........ccccuvireeeeiiiiee e e 77..
husband of Sarah Fortune....................c.c.eeld 77

William
death and burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery-September

9, 1882 85..
marriage to Aquilla Watkins-March 25, 18617.....77

William H.
AMval-1856........ccoiivriieeeiiiiiee e e 106
son of Thomas J. and Sarah Fortune, born in

Missouri-Circa 1843..........cccccvvvvvvevereneennnns 106

Willis T.
arrival-1860..............c.cooeiviiiiiiiiieeees 106
son of Thomas J. and Sarah Fortune, born in lllinois-

1860.......eeeeee e 106



In 1843, Henry Brown married Martha Del Roberts in Rush County. THEnerenany of the extended

5REHUWY IDPLO\ WKDW VHWWOHG LQ 5RRK B RKGWARMWWKH FHVVIXOOQ DV
most prominent community leaders. They started schools and taught, inelped to organize the Mt

Pleasant Church which was the first A.M.E. church in Indiadiayere leaders in the organization and

running of a lending library which they located in the church.

The two settlements, Beech and Roberts, share many commondlitey. Roberts migrated from North

Carolina in 1830 and farmed at Beech Settlement. The Settlemeichhzstary and was an early farming
FRPPXQLW\ RI "JAmdrtan fidoants Dr@n the South. Descendants gather at BeechtifoAugus

DQ DQQXDO UHXQLRQ LQ FHOHE.URXWMRKH RIOW K¥H H FEQ& KX WKLV L VO MIOH
landmark for the Beech Settlement.






