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g7 Some traveler writes to the New York Tri-
‘bune from this city : There are several hetels in
‘this city. The City Hotel is kept by Mr. Johnson,
‘a genuine specimen of the western landlord, enter-
prising, liberal and energetic in his superintendence
of every department, highly intelligent, and un-
wearied in his endeaveors to please and oblige all,
even in circumstances that might justify a little
neglect. The occurrence of a masonic celebration
and a projected Tair, had bronght alarge concourse
of country people to fhe place, and at every meal,
both stratagem and force were mecessary to guard
the quiet inmates of the honse from the rush of a
tumiltuous crowi. every manof which serambled
in and devoured what was 'before him, as if life, |
with allifs blessings, depended -on his despatching
the repast’in two minittes and fhree quarters.

Journal, November 4, 1852.
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Joel Johnson’s Three Springfield Hotels

While living in Springfield, Abraham Lincoln was familiar with two hotels located
at the corner of Fourth and Washington streets. Joel Johnson constructed and operated
both, but not at the same time. These two hotels and an additional, earlier one operated by
Johnson on the west side of Springfield’s Public Square are described here.

Hotel Number One
West Side of Public Square

Springfield Hotel
1837-1839
Joel Johnson

Hotel Number Two
Northeast Corner of Fourth and Washington Streets

City Hotel
1840-1855
Joel Johnson

Chenery House
1855-1883
William D. Chenery
John W. Chenery

Hotel Palace
1883-1899
David J. Block

Hotel Number Three
Northwest Corner of Fourth and Washington Streets

Johnson’s Building
1856-1869
Joel Johnson

Revere House
1869-1877
Joel Johnson
1878-1893
Edward S. Johnson
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1857 Improvements

A block of five brick stores on the corner of Fourth and Washington Streets, 92 feet
front on Washington street, and 45 on Fourth street, three stories, and basement for
bath house, barber shop &c., under the whole building; owned by Joel Johnson. The
upper stories are finished off for private rooms and offices. Designed and drawn by
T. J. Dennis; Warwick & Ball builders; brick work by George Wise; plastering by
Hosford & Young; painting by Willard and Zimmerman. Cost $12,000

Journal, January 6, 1858.

President-elect Lincoln’s Office in Johnson’s Building

Late in December (1860), in anticipation of the meeting of the legislature, when the
Governor would need his office for his own use, Lincoln and Nicolay moved from
the State House to Johnson’s Building across the street from the Chenery House.
There, and in a vacant room over the store of C.M. Smith, his brother-in-law, where
he could work on his inaugural address in privacy, Lincoln spent most of his time.

Paul M. Angle, Here I Have Lived.!

From his headquarters just a block west of the State House in Number 4 of the
Johnson Building at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington, Abraham
Lincoln closely observed the political actions of the Legislature.

Sunderine and Wayne C. Temple, Abraham Lincoln and Illinois’ Fifth Capitol >

Next day was Christmas (December 25, 1860). As the weather had again turned
inclement, and the holidays tended to keep people at home, the week was a quiet
one. It was also the last in which the casual visitor could have easy access to the
President Elect. Lincoln relinquished the Governor’s room in the State House, his
office since early in the canvass, for the Illinois legislature was soon to assemble
and the room would be needed. The copious letter and newspaper files managed by
John Nicolay were moved to a room in Johnson’s Building, across from the Chenery
House, a well-known Springfield hotel a block west of the State House. Nicolay
spent all his time in the new office while Lincoln came in occasionally. Visitors
were received by the President Elect at his home, a half mile southeast of the State
House.
William A. Baringer, A House Dividing.’

U Here I Have Lived; a History of Lincoln’s Springfield, 1821-1865, Paul M. Angle, Springfield, Tllinois, The Abraham Lincoln
Association, 1935, p. 259. (Hereafter referred to as Angle.)

2 Lincoln and Illinois’ Fifth Capitol, Sunderine (Wilson) Temple and Wayne C. Temple, Mayhaven Publishing Inc., 1995, p. 171.
(Hereafter referred to as Capitol.)

3 A House Dividing, William A. Baringer, The Abraham Lincoln Association, 1945, p. 124. (Hereafter referred to as Baringer.)
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Foreword

By Mike Kienzler

Thanks to the 30 years Abraham Lincoln spent there, historians have examined the
past of Sangamon County, Illinois, in more detail than almost anywhere else in the U.S.
Yet much more remains to be discovered, as Richard E. Hart keeps reminding us.

Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper is the 37th installment in Hart’s series of
monographs on Sangamon County history. Although Johnson figures in few Lincoln
biographies, the two men interacted on multiple occasions during their Springfield years.
Joel Johnson several times employed Lincoln as a lawyer, and Johnson borrowed money
from Lincoln at least once. He also was, briefly, the President-elect’s landlord. Even after
both men were dead, Joel Johnson’s son Edward served as the caretaker of the Lincoln
Tomb.

The Lincoln-Johnson relationship, however, is only a minor part of Joel Johnson:
Springfield Hotel Keeper. Hart’s research also reveals much about the growth of
Springfield from a pioneer village to a comparatively cosmopolitan community — a
statement that holds true for many of the other three dozen tracts in Hart’s unique body of
work.

By trade, Hart is a lawyer, a partner in the firm of Hart, Southworth and Witsman.
His lifelong avocation, however, has been to preserve local history, as demonstrated by the
list of achievements on his resume. Among them: Springfield Preservationist of the Year,
1999; Logan Hay Medal from the Abraham Lincoln Association, 2012; Illinois State
Historical Society Lifetime Achievement Award, 2014; Springfield NAACP Legal and
Political Award, 2015. It’s hard to find a local historic preservation group where Hart
hasn’t played a major role.

In the field of written history, Hart’s publications focus on two areas: Springfield
during the Lincoln era (the Spring Creek Series) and the settlement of Ball and Cotton
townships south of Springfield (the Sugar Creek Series). The addition of Joel Johnson:
Springfield Hotel Keeper brings the Spring Creek Series to 26 books, on topics ranging
from Lincoln’s Springfield Neighborhood (2015), co-written with Bonnie Paull, to
Circuses in Early Springfield (2013), and Lincoln’s Springfield: Letters of Springfield
Ladies (2020). In Lincoln’s Springfield: The Early African-American Population (2008),
Hart’s digging determined the probable (and melancholy) identity of Springfield’s first
African-American resident: “Jack,” a 5-year-old slave of the founding Kelley family.

The Sugar Creek Series encompasses another 11 tracts, mostly explorations of old
family cemeteries in the two townships.

All of Hart’s books focus on the research. Aside from brief explanations, his books
consist mainly of contemporaneous documents — photos, maps, legal papers, newspaper
clippings, etc. — which Hart lets tell their own stories.
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The Joel Johnson paper trail shows the arrival of an ambitious shoe repairman to
Springfield in 1833 and follows his subsequent careers as hotel owner, furniture dealer and
real estate investor. The reader can see Springfield change via Johnson’s newspaper
advertisements. When his City Hotel opened in the 1840s, important features included
nearby stables and cheap rates for people traveling by stagecoach. In the 1870s, by contrast,
notices for Johnson’s Revere House pointed out the hotel’s proximity to two railroad
depots.

Other slices of life also peek out of the newspaper pages. Johnson’s hotels were the
backdrop for club meetings, cotillions and entertainment of all sorts — a “bee palace,” a
“Phrenologist and Mesmerizer” and a genius pig. When a young shoemaker slipped out of
the City Hotel without paying six weeks’ board, Johnson warned the public not to trust
such “an unworthy scamp.”

And then there was the New York visitor who described the eating habits of City
Hotel patrons in 1852: “(E)very man ... scrambled in and devoured what was before him,
as if life, with all its blessings, depended on his despatching (sic) the repast in two minutes
and three quarters.”

When Johnson died in 1877, the Illinois State Journal said, he “was the oldest
landlord in Central Illinois and probably more widely known than any other now living.”
Nearly 150 years later, Dick Hart’s scholarship helps bring Joel Johnson, and the
community he and Abraham Lincoln inhabited, back to life.

Mike Kienzler is founding editor of SangamonLink.org, the online encyclopedia of
the Sangamon County Historical Society.
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Introduction

Lincoln’s Springfield was a very small town. Its population in 1840, three years
after Lincoln arrived, was 2,579. Ten years later in 1850, the population had grown by
76% to 4,533. By 1860, Lincoln’s final full year of residency, the population had grown
to 9,320. It was this population and these people who nurtured Abraham Lincoln and his
family. They as well as the Lincolns were first generation Springfieldians and together
they comprised and created the environment where Abraham Lincoln matured and thrived.

These people were diverse in ethnicity, origin, age, skills, wealth and culture. Their
ancestral origins were in western Europe and Africa. Within America, they came from the
south, north and east, following common patterns of emigration. They, like Springfield,
were young and on the make in a very small town at the edge of the American frontier.

One of those persons was Joel Johnson who came to Springfield in 1833 at age 27
from Berkshire County, Massachusetts, via Ohio and St. Louis. Joel arrived as a
shoemaker, but soon became the operator of a small hotel on the west side of the Public
Square. For the next 44 years, Joel operated Springfield hotels until his death at age 70 on
May 4, 1877.

Four years after Joel’s Springfield arrival, Abraham Lincoln arrived on April 15,
1837. Lincoln roomed above Joshua Speed’s store, just half a block north of Joel’s
Springfield Hotel on the Public Square. In October of 1837, Abraham Lincoln acted as
Joel’s attorney in a debt collection matter. Their client and attorney relationship continued
and additionally evolved into one of friendship that is evidenced by a number of events in
the 24 years that followed.

In 1840, Joel moved from the Public Square to the northeast corner of Fourth and
Washington streets where he built and operated a hotel that he named the City Hotel. In
1855, Joel sold the City Hotel to John W. Chenery who changed the name to Chenery
House. It was there that the Lincoln family lived for a brief time in early 1861, after
vacating their house at 8" and Jackson.

For the next eight months or so in 1855, Joel operated a furniture store in the Journal
Building at the northeast corner of the Public Square. He then acquired property west and
opposite of the Chenery House at Fourth and Washington streets and constructed a three-
story brick building. Like Chenery, he named it after himself—Johnson’s Building. Here
he operated a hotel and leased first floor commercial space for the next 21 years.

Joel’s short brush with history came in late December 1860 when newly elected
President Lincoln moved his office from the State Capitol (now the Old State Capitol) to
Number 4 of “Johnson’s Building”. It was there that Lincoln’s secretary, John G. Nicolay,
officed and lived and where Lincoln spent time and received callers. Indeed, Joel had
become Springfield’s grand hotelier.
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Joel’s son, Edward S. Johnson, grew up knowing Lincoln and attending school with
his oldest son, Robert. Edward would succeed his father as a hotelier, but his first love was
the military and Abraham Lincoln. Edward’s first military experience was in the
Springfield Grays, a company of young men organized in October 1859 by Ephraim E.
Ellsworth, a law student in Lincoln’s law office who later became the first Union officer
to be killed in the Civil War.

Edward enlisted in the Union Army and served from July 25, 1861 to July 9, 1865,
and was discharged with the rank of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel. He was a part of
Sherman’s army on its victorious march to the sea.

After the war, Edward returned to Springfield and stepped into his father’s shoes,
operating the Johnson’s Building/Revere House. He also became involved with another
military company that was organized in Springfield known as the Springfield Zouaves, a
crack military organization well known for their fancy, colorful uniforms. Governor John
M. Palmer named them his Governor’s Guard and Edward was captain of his company and
later President of the Guard’s Veteran Corps.

Joel Johnson died on May 4, 1877, at age 70. His funeral was conducted by Father
Hale at the Second Presbyterian Church, the abolitionist church, and he was buried in Oak
Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois. Edward Johnson continued to operate the Revere
House for some time and then moved to Chicago for two years.

In 1895, Edward was appointed custodian of the Lincoln Tomb at Oak Ridge
Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois. For the following 26 years, he oversaw the graves of his
friends and early Springfieldians—the Lincoln family. He retained that position until his
death at age 77, on February 15, 1921.

This is an overview of the lives of Joel Johnson and his son, Edward. They were
an intricate part of Lincoln’s Springfield and to know of their otherwise unremembered
lives further expands our knowledge of Lincoln’s Springfield environment.

Much of the information that I have found has been from newspaper searches that
would have been difficult to find before the internet and its window on the world. I feel
lucky, if not blessed, that I have lived during a time when this new-fangled research tool
has been available.

However, there is no substitute for digging in the trenches of the materials in the
Sangamon Valley Collection of Lincoln Library in Springfield, Illinois. Its librarian,
Curtis Mann, has done so and provided me with a number of deeds and documents relating
to the real estate transactions of Joel Johnson. I thank Curtis for his contribution to this
story.

Finally, I thank James M. Cornelius for his proof reading the manuscript. His eyes
are better than those of any eagle I know.

Richard E. Hart
December 5, 2020
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The Early Years Before Springfield
(1806-1832)

1806
Birth of Joel Johnson May 21, 1806
(1806-1877)

Joel Johnson was born on May 21, 1806, in Berkshire County, Massachusetts. He
was one of six children born to Abigail Carter Johnson and his father whose name is
unknown. Joel’s father died when he was five months old, and Joel’s mother, Abigail,
thereafter married James Gregory.

1811
Joel Johnson’s Mother Leaves Him With Uncle

In 1811, when Joel was five years of age, his mother, Abigail, left him with an
uncle. Joel would not see his mother again for twenty-one years.

1824

Joel Johnson’s Mother Moves to Rochester, Illinois

James and Abigail Gregory had four children in New York, and in 1819 or 20,
moved to Gallatin County, Illinois. From there they moved to Sangamon County, Illinois,
arriving on December 31, 1824 in what is now Rochester Township.

1832
Joel Johnson Goes West to Visit Mother in Illinois

In 1832, Joel Johnson, age 26, left Massachusetts and visited an elder brother who
lived in Salem, Ohio. From there, he traveled by steamboat down the Ohio River and up
the Mississippi River to St. Louis. From there he travelled to Sangamon County, Illinois
to visit his mother, arriving in July 1832.

Joel Johnson Stops in St. Louis Upon Return East

Joel was returning to his brother in Ohio when, upon reaching St. Louis, he
discovered that he had only five dollars. That would pay for a deck passage on a steamboat,
but he lacked a single dollar to buy food for the trip. He didn’t continue his journey, but
remained in St. Louis.

Joel Johnson Finds Work in St. Louis as Boot and Shoe Maker

For a short time, Joel found work in St. Louis at his trade -- boot and shoe maker.
Unfortunately, after he had saved fourteen dollars, there was no further work for him.




Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Early Years Before Springfield (1806-1832)

Joel Johnson Moves to Edwardsville, Illinois

By this time Joel had abandoned the idea of returning to Ohio, in part due to what
he had heard in favor of Illinois. With his fourteen dollars, he procured leather and other
materials, and left for Edwardsville, Illinois. There he opened a shop and went to work
making boots and shoes.
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The Early Springfield Years (1833-1839)

The Early Springfield Years
(1833-1839)

1833

Joel Johnson Moves to Springfield, Illinois

In April 1833, 27-year-old Joel Johnson left Edwardsville and moved to
Springfield, Illinois. He traveled with 19-year-old Alexander B. Irwin, who was hauling

goods from St. Louis to Springfield.

Irwin charged Joel fifty cents for the trip.

Springfield, Joel continued in the boot and shoe making business.*

Joel Johnson Advertises New Boot and Shoe Shop

In

By October 1833, Joel Johnson had opened a boot and shoe shop near Springfield’s
Public Square. He advertised his shop in Springfield’s Journal newspaper and added that
he needed three journeymen who were good workers.

near the pub.

lic sqnare, 10 Mr. J. F. Ra-

gue's Bakery, where he would thankfolly receive

orders for work. He has on hand and Wwill con-
tinue to keep, n good

assortment of )
KEastern tann'd Leather aud Skins,
and is determined to make them up i

Pumpe, &e. will sell on good
.Mgor:'malllotofhdhk'  Bhoiara new
aoed i men,
They will find

gt O 18, Yok 9

Journal, October 26, 1833.

B'Gﬁmnd SHOES.--J. Joux-
' sox, at his new shop, opposite My, Ra-
gne's Bukery, has just veceived a supply of
Boots, Shoes, Pumps, &e. which he will sell
on 88 good terms as can be bought in Spring-
field.  Hehasalso reccived a small lot of
Ladiey’ India rubber shoes, lined with kid, a
new and exceilent arlicle.  He continues to
manufacture Boots and Shoes of the best ma-
terinls, nnd in astyle which cannot fail to
please.  lie solicits orders for work.

7 Waonted imamediately, throe Journeymen,
who are good workmen,  They will find wteady
mploymeot wnd good wiges,
l"fprlnzfnld.. Nuv. 6. !3& 5

ettt

Journal, December 28, 1833.

4 Samuel L. Irwin was born on June 6 1779 in Cabarras County, North Carolina. He married Rachel Hudson on September 23, 1802,
and they had ten children born in North Carolina. In the fall of 1818, the family moved to Tennessee, and then to what became
Sangamon County Illinois, arriving on April 20, 1820. Of their fifteen children, Alexander B. Irwin was born on February 7, 1814
in Cabarras County, North Carolina. On October 18, 1838, he married in Sangamon County to Cynthia Broadwell. They had four
children. Cynthia died on August 10, 1847, and Alexander married on February 28, 1855 to Mrs. Jane S. Seaman whose maiden
name was Broadwell. They had four children and resided in Cartwright Township two miles east of Pleasant Plains. Alexander
served a number of years as a Justice of the Peace and also as a member of the Board of Supervisors of Sangamon County. Journal,

October 30, 1852, p. 3, cl. 2.

Springfield, Illinois, Edwin A. Wilson, 1876, pp. 412-13. (Hereafter referred to as Power.)

John Carroll Power and S. A. Power, History of the Early Settlers of Sangamon County, Illinois,




Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Early Springfield Years (1833-1839)

The first thing that struck me as re-
markable-was the honesty of the people.
Joel Johnson had a shoe shop west of the
Enterprise bullding with an old-fash.
loned bow window and one pane of glass
gone, so that one could have helped him-
self to boots and shoes, as the window
was full of them. The glass was not re-
placed until cool weather in the fall. It
was years after I located there before 1
heard of a robbery e

e 1. . - . . .

Possible Location of Shoe Shop

Johnson leased two different sections of lot 7 in Block 10 of the Old Town Plat
from the heirs of James Latham for a period of five years. One lot began 16 feet west of
the southeast corner of the lot and was 30 feet by 34 feet. The second lot was located just
west of the first lot and was 30 feet by 30 feet. Johnson paid a rent of 10 dollars a year for
the bigger lot and $7.50 for the smaller lot. He was also given the right to remove all
buildings that he might erect on the lots at the end of the lease.




Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Early Springfield Years (1833-1839)
1834
Joel Johnson Marries Elizabeth “Eliza” Newman

In February 1834, at Carlinville, Illinois, Joel Johnson, age 28, married Elizabeth
“Eliza” Newman, age 19, who was born in 1815 in Madison County, Illinois. Their
children were: Charles H. Johnson (1839-1860); Edward Shrader Johnson (1843-1921);
and John W. Johnson (1846-1861).

Joel Johnson Borrows $184 and Uses Leased Lots as Collateral

Johnson used the leased property as collateral to secure a loan of $184 from the
firm of Wood and Abbott of St. Louis on July 7, 1834.5

1835

Joel Johnson Advertises Boot and Shoe Shop
In early 1835, Joel Johnson again advertised his boot and shoe shop as a “new shop,
opposite Mr. Rague’s bakery.” His shop could be identified by the large sign, a Big Boot.
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Journal, September 26, 1835.

3 Sangamon County Deed Book G, pp. 396-397, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by
Curtis Mann, Librarian.
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Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Early Springfield Years (1833-1839)

1836

Joel Johnson Requests Payment of Accounts Due
In January 1836, Joel placed an advertisement in the Journal requesting that all of
those who owed him money pay up as he was “much in want of Cash.” A second
advertisement in April threatened those who owed him money with placing them in the
hands of those whose “tender mercies are sometimes termed cruelties.”

TAKE NOTICE,
WANT mosay, aud most huve it.  Those in-
debted thereloge, sre informed har unless théy
tilo their accounty before the first day ol May next,
ehiall place them in the hatds of thae) whose lender
percies are sometimes tormed crvelties,

april 2, J. JOHNSON.

HE subserilior respectiully requests those
whoso notes and sccounts are due, 1o comy|
forward adtl seitle the same by the fiest of Fob- |
ruary next, us he s much in wancof Cash, |
”Jxm: 12, 1836, J. JOHNSON. |

Journal, January 16, 1836. Journal, April 9, 1836.

Joel Johnson Sells Part of Lot to William Florville

On February 23, 1836, Joel Johnson sold the east 20 feet of lot 5 in block 5 OTP to William
Florville for $275.¢ Florville must have built a new barbershop there because a little over
a year later on March 11, 1837, he sold the partial lot to Levi Nave for $1,500.” Nave sold
the partial lot back to Johnson. on January 24, 1852 for $1,000.%

William Florville Moves to Building West of Mr. Rague’s Bake Shop

ABODY, OF FASHION,
QUTURS Gan and Spmzeiar 1ol conionbed
that genfus, tyote, th posaoos, srd el dat
Balung te (he intelvc ol possis of men, reet spea
the formestion of (ne crvaens thin sy B 1108, 91,
with low wurl more Huis can it be snid et the
besury of the lrummn F2o vitine’ dupsnde upes Uhet
greal fnlmn of the counicnarce, t9e Haie:
And scinace tencies whais 1o cai e

RARRRR . MO

Tl sobeeriber has rémove
establishment, to tha new building (put
up the Jast winter) ove door west of M Ra-
gue's Bake Shop where be will be happy
to take Ly tho nose all bis old costowmors sy
well as oll new ones who mey wish to do

thomselves tha kigh bonor of placiog the pro- | .

jecting portion of 1heir phiz betwean his
thumb and finger.  He takes this cecanion 1o
relieve the public mind from their apxiety in
regard to his politicel predilectlons’ in the
coming election ; though he must say that

ho is somawhatsurprised thet thera should be |+ | TR0 e S0 Ty sl

any necessity for Joing 90, Hetleo frankly
enys he is nol a W hile man, ll-oug‘l; le is in.
elining that way ; oeither e ho & Van Baren

man, though be goes in for the “spoils.” (Of)*

Elapiug asc loiXin beasiy o e Hulr,
S0 me 1o hide sy suchah paseilde all delavmitbes of
Wie Baed, wud of the aaine e &lu otk end Tokr
S en 100 1@ the conunteTancs,  Monsewr FLEUR-

S VILLE (while hie perfernn spastions Yh

that maeve 4 snuanli s» he cheed of
will vesder any grstlesun's boad wik »
comelinms ml eontour wliogesher suiled s bie tgety
1ain sedeseribable 23t of faahion, will melke e
wr pa one feabiar with vhe Luuriss med relmemetily
of the Gass cone fes.

Mear, Flevrvin legs mart 1 ™ be por
witled 1o imtinaie, 0 hie llerde s =0 » 200

fose
Yomus, |
hape, &

this Iast ftem theso lndebied will plesse to take
notice.) He kopes this explicit confession
of liin political faith will be satisfactory lo
tho public. WM, PLEURVILLBBQ.

wlarky Srtresred for I aagent, wod be R
« [ shair great complacance ihey will web

Jespecifeh nynaion tn be o
‘&f'.uﬂ Prourvil’n will be fossd W .
1 a1 sis new semsbishmenl, soe dear el :
=1 Dk Bakery, 1
A;’:: w, el .

Journal, August 27, 1836.1°

March 25, 1836,

Journal, April 2, 1836.°

6 Sangamon County Deed Book I, p. 304, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield, Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.

7 Sangamon County Deed Book K, p. 415, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield, Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.

8 Sangamon County Deed Book HH, p. 614, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield, Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.

® Journal, April 2, 1836, p. 1.

10" Journal, August 27, 1836, p. 2.
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Joel Johnson Advertises Boot and Shoe Store

A Journal newspaper advertisement dated September 25, 1835, but published on
June 25, 1836, is the last newspaper advertising for Joel Johnson’s boot and shoe store.

His supply of sole leather had been reduced from 10,000 pounds in September 1835 to
2,000 in June 1836.

BOOT & SHOE STORE,

FRVHE stbseribor has just received o large
snd genoral assortment of Gontlomen's
Conme and Fine Boots. Boyxdo. do,: Fine
and course Brogans . do, do, Shoes ; Ladiess
Gaiter Boots 1do. Morecou, Prunclin Shoes
do. Lasting Shppers ¢ do, Boglish Kid Slip:
vors : do, Gum Elastic Oyer Shoes: do. do,
do, lined with Kid, Childrens’ Shoes of »l)
descriptions, 2000 pounds Eastern tanued
asle leather: All of which is offered low for
oash or approved oredit.  J, JOHNSON
Sepember 25, 1835,

Journal, June 25,1836.
1837

Joel Johnson Requests Payment of Accounts Due Him

On January 23, 1837, Joel Johnson placed an advertisement in the Journal
newspaper requesting that all of those who owed him money pay up. He had ceased his
boot and shoe store business and was attempting to settle up all accounts. He was about to
enter his new career as a Springfield hotel keeper.

Mear ye-~Hear ve--Hlear ye!

FEYC whom it may concern.—All parsons indebt  tothe |
_subseriber, either by note or account, are re9uested

to make payment immediately, 85 he is determined to settle

all notes or accounts due himn or standing
withont delay, ‘The subscribsr hopes
tion will be snfficient,—if not, he will he necessiated to
compel 2 settlement by leaving their accounts with a jus-

j J
tice for colleetion, JOEL JOHNSON.
Springfield, Jan'y 23, 1837, ~ : .21;.73

Journal, January 28, 1837.

egainst him, |
that the above can.
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The Springfield Hotel Years
(1837-1839)

1837
Joel Johnson’s First Advertisement For His Springfield Hotel on the Square

Joel Johnson’s first advertisement for his Springfield Hotel was included in the
Journal of January 28, 1837. The hotel was on Fifth Street, directly across from the west
side of Sangamon County Court House that then stood in the square now occupied by the
Old State Capitol. Later in the year, Joel would have the perfect location to watch the
destruction of the Sangamon County Court House and the construction of the Old State
Capitol. The hotel had previously been kept by J. Whitney. At age 31, Joel began his life
as a Springfield hotelier with beds, food and stables for the visitors to Springfield.

‘ - -
; Ypringficld Flotel,
. BY JOBEL JOHNSON,
of Springfield. Sangemon County, "Hllinois.
he subscriber rospoctiully iformsthis friends and the
pubie genesally thal he has taken the stand formerly kopt
ov I Whitney, Esq. dirvetly in front of the Court {Housa,
The smubscriber, who now hoeps the Hotel, will make it his
chiel business 10 attend to the accommodation of the trav-
elling community, boarders, and all who may favor him
with their patronage, 118 table inferior tonone in the
:-nnn:r.\"—his bede, at all times, kept neat and in good or-
der—his stable attended by a rnnm'.ﬁ Ostler,  In short, no-
thing ¢ hallbe wanted on his part, which strict attention to
the business, united with moderate charges, ean do, to ren=
der this Hotel, ar. agreeable House to Travellers and the
public generally, JOEL JOHNSON.

Journal, January 28, 1837.

BN the town
|

|

Abraham Lincoln Comes to Springfield

Abraham Lincoln was 28 years old when he came to Springfield on April 15, 1837.
He roomed above Joshua Speed’s store at the southwest corner of Fifth and Washington
and about one-half block north of Joel Johnson’s Springfield Hotel on the west side of the
Public Square. Joel was age 31, about 3 years older than Lincoln.

Joel Johnson Advertises Seven Tenements For Rent

~— T —

TO RENT T
IX or seven tenemonts—conveniont for family resi-
b2¥ donces, und profussional offices. Enquire of
July 28, & Jonnson:

Journal, February 24, 1838.
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Abraham Lincoln Represents Joel Johnson
Monday, October 9, 1837

Within six months of Abraham Lincoln moving to Springfield, he had acted as Joel
Johnson’s attorney. Stuart & Lincoln had three cases called on the first day of the 1837
fall term of the Sangamon County Circuit Court. In Whitney v. Johnson, they represented
the defendant Joel Johnson who gave Whitney three promissory notes but failed to pay.
Whitney sued Johnson to recover the debt. Johnson confessed his indebtedness of $250
owed to the plaintiff and agreed to a judgment against himself. The court ruled for Whitney
and awarded him a judgment of $250 against Johnson. The note must have represented
some or all of the purchase price Johnson owed Whitney for the hotel.

Abraham Lincoln Represents Joel Johnson
Tuesday, November 7, 1837

In November 1837, Abraham Lincoln again represented Joel Johnson in a forcible
detainer case, Johnson v. Gray before justice of the peace Benjamin S. Clement. Lincoln
took a $6 fee in board at Johnson’s hotel."

1838

Joel Johnson Advertises Seven Tenements For Rent

g —— —— -

TO RENT!
Ql){ur geven tenemonts==convenient for ﬁuuily reste
b2Y donces, and professional offices,  Enquire of

July 28. J. Jonnsow:

Journal, February 24, 1838.

Joel Johnson Signs Note to Facilitate Financing of
Move of Capital to Springfield
March 22, 1838

Joel Johnson was one of the one hundred and one who signed a promissory note in
order to bring the Illinois State Capitol to Springfield. It was thought by many to be
unreasonable to require a little town of eleven hundred inhabitants, struggling with the
disadvantages of a new country, to pay the $50,000 pledged. Arrangements were entered
into for paying it in three instalments. The two first payments were made without any great
difficulty; but the third pressed more heavily, as the financial crash that swept over the
whole United States, while the new State house was in course of construction,
impoverished many.

" Stuart & Lincoln fee book. . http://www.thelincolnlog.org
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Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Springfield Hotel Years (1837-1839)

Under these circumstances, it became necessary to borrow the money to make the
last payment, from the State Bank of Illinois. A note for the amount was signed by one
hundred and one citizens, and deposited with the bank, the money drawn, with which
internal improvement scrip or stock was purchased and paid into the State treasury, thus
paying the last instalment in the State’s own evidence of indebtedness. From that time, it
was a matter between the State Bank and the citizens who signed the note. Soon after the
note was given, the State Bank failed, and some of the payments were made in the
depreciated paper of the bank, for which it had received par value when it was paid out."?

1839

Joel Johnson Purchases the Indian Queen Hotel
at the Northeast Corner of Second and Jefferson Streets

On March 30, 1839, Joel Johnson purchased lot 5 and the west 35 feet of lot 6 in
Block 5 of the OTP from Lewis Keeling for $4,000.'> These lots are located at the
northeast corner of Second and Jefferson streets. The Indian Queen Hotel was once located
on this site and was operated by Archer G. Herndon. Herndon sold the site to land
speculator Nathaniel Ware in 1833. Ware sold it to Keeling in 1838 and Keeling sold it to
Johnson the next year.'*

12 {llinois State Archives, Springfield, Illinois.
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/online_exhibits/100_documents/1837-perm-capital-spfld.html
Power, pp. 47-49. $16,666.67. SPRINGFIELD, March 22, 1838. One year after date, we, the undersigned, or either of us,
promise to pay to the President, Directors and Company of the State Bank of Illinois, sixteen thousand, six. hundred and sixty-six
dollars and sixty-seven cents, for value received, negotiable and payable at the bank, in Springfield, with interest until paid, at the
rate of six per centum per annum, payable semi-annually.

John Hay, Thomas Mather, C. R. Matheny, L. Higby, Tho. Houghan, William Butler, Joseph Thayer, D. Prickett, P. C. Canedey,
William Thornton, J. Calhoun, Jos. Klein. M. O. Reeves, Josiah Francis, P. C. Latham, W. P. Grimsley, Washington Iles, A. G.
Henry, William Wallace, Joel Johnson, Ninian W. Edwards, John B. Watson, C. B. Francis, John T. Stuart, C. H. Ormsby, Wm.
S. Burch, Jonas Whitney, Moses Colman, Geo. Pasfield, B. C. Webster, S. M. Tinsley, Ephraim Darling, Jon. Merriam, Ira Sanford,
Charles Arnold, John L. Turner, Joshua F. Amos, Sullivan Conant, And. McClellan, Alexander Shields, A. Trailor, C. C. Phelps,
R. B. Zimmerman, William Hall, James L. Lamb, M. L. Knapp, J. M. Shackelford, B. Ferguson, Benjamin Talbott, Jesse Cormack,
B. C. Johnson, Thomas Moffatt, John F. Rague, Simeon Francis, Nathaniel Hay, Robert Irwin, Virgil Hickox, George Trotter,
Stephen T. Logan, Robert Allen, James R. Gray, J. Adams, J. S. Britton, W. B. Powell, F. C. Thompson, E. M. Henkle, James W.
Keyes, Wm. Porter, Wm. H. Marsh, W. Ransdell, Joshua S. Hobbs, John G. Bergen, B. S. Clement, Erastus Wright, John Todd,
E. D. Baker, A. Lincoln, Garrett Elkin, John Capps, Alexr. Garrett, Gershom Jayne, T. M. Neale, William G. Abrams, Dewey
Whitney, M. Mobley, Foley Vaughn, Abner Y. Ellis, N. A. Rankin, S. H. Treat, Elijah Iles, Henry F. Luckett, James P. Langford,
Henry Cassequin, J. M. Cabaniss, James Maxcy, Z. P. Cabaniss, E. G. Johns, Amos Camp, Thos. J. Goforth, Benj. F. Jewett, W.
M. Cowell. From a totaling up of the principal and interest, the final settlement appears to have been made on February 19, 1846.
The principal and interest to that time was $17,918.

13 Sangamon County Deed Book O, p. 86, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.

4 Indian Queen Hotel Posted on SangamonLinnk on October 22, 2013 by editor Mike Kienzler,
https://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=1958
A few Springfield and Sangamon County histories mention a once-famed hostelry, now generally forgotten — the Indian Queen
Hotel. Owned and operated by Archer Herndon Sr., Sr., the Indian Queen was one of the city’s best accommodations in the early
1830s. In most cases the Indian Queen is referred to as a tavern, then the common name for an establishment selling food and
drink, providing beds and stabling horses. The Indian Queen’s beginnings date back to the founding of Springfield. Elijah Slator
was given a license by the county to keep a tavern in the town of Springfield in 1822. Slator’s tavern was on the northeast corner
of present-day Second and Jefferson streets, the town’s business center at the time. Gershom Jayne, Slator’s son-in-law, sold the
tavern property to Herndon on Oct. 1, 1828 for $600. In his reminiscence of early Springfield, John Todd Stuart described the

10
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Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Springfield Hotel Years (1837-1839)

“The deed of the sale to Johnson references this property as having the Old Tavern on the
premises. I think this is the property owned by Johnson noted on page 23 as the site
mistakenly associated with cholera. I found an article about the Old Tavern property being
destroyed in an October 1853 fire.”!

Joel Johnson Advertises Springfield Hotel on Fifth Street

This is the first advertisement that says that the Springfield Hotel is directly west
of the “State House.” Prior ads referred to it as being west of the Court House.

SPRINGPIELD HOTEL,
BY JOEL JOHNSON,
Dirently west of the State Houne —8pringhold, Hinols.

Journal, April 26, 1839.

SPRINGFIELD HOTEL

Journal, December 31, 1839.

northeast corner of Second and Jefferson as being occupied by a small log house, used by Herndon as a store and dwelling.
Herndon received his license to keep a tavern in September 1829 after paying a tax of $6. The county established rates for the sale
of alcohol, food, rooms and stabling. Brandy and whiskey could be purchased for 12% cents a half-pint while “good quality” wine
was 25 cents. Meals cost 25 cents as well, while lodgers paid 122 cents per night to bed down. Little is known of Herndon’s
operation. But one account, left by a traveling Englishman, does shed some light on the hotel. In his book Three Years in North
America, James Stuart describes his brief stopover in Springfield. “Springfield is a struggling village, somewhat larger than
Jacksonville, but the situation is not at all equal to it in point of beauty or interest. The hotel was nearly as bad as that at
Jacksonville. (Herndon) was the name of the landlord. It was difficult to say whether he, his wife, or his daughter was the sauciest.
They certainly were as rude and untutored as I have seen.”

Herndon nearly lost the Indian Queen in September 1832, when the Sangamon County Circuit Court ordered the hotel sold to pay
for debts he owed. He managed to redeem the property, but a year later, Herndon sold the Indian Queen, along with some other
city property, to land speculator Nathaniel Ware for $7,500. It is not known if the property was ever used as a tavern again.

The deed of the sale to Johnson references this property as having the Old Tavern on the premises. I think this is the property
owned by Johnson noted on page 23 as the site mistakenly associated with cholera.

I found an article about the Old Tavern property being destroyed in an October 1853 fire.

15 provided by Curtis Mann.
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The City Hotel Years
(1840-1855)

1840
Joel Johnson Opens City Hotel at Washington and Fourth Streets

This Journal newspaper advertisement dated July 24, 1840 is the first newspaper
appearance of Joel Johnson’s City Hotel at the northeast corner of Fourth and Washington
streets. Joel had moved from the Public Square to his “new tavern.” The importance of a
good stable as an adjunct to the Hotel is noted by reference to “faithful ostlers belonging

to his house.”
ATY ARG I & AR
- OITY BT AL,

J JOHNSON, hus opened his new tavern on Wash.

» ington street, nearly north west of the Capitol,—
where he will he pleased to receive sucli portion of pub-
lic putronuge as he may doserve.

WL FHe has o good siable, and faithful ostlers belong:
ing to his house, July 24, 1%40.

Journal, September 4, 1840.

Large Pumpkin Displayed at Johnson’s City Hotel

In the fall of 1840, a pumpkin weighing 148 pounds was on display at Johnson’s
Hotel.

MAMMOTH PUMPKIN.--Mr. Henson Lyons,
of this county, raised a pumpkin on hisfarm a few
miles from this city, which weighed 148 pounds!
Beat this who can. A friend of ours, who saw jt
weighed, suggested that when disembowelled the
shell would be large enough to contain Mr. Van
Buren and one of his Sub-Treasuries, This mam-
moth can be seen at Johnson's [Hotel,

Journal, October 16, 1840.
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Lithographs at Johnson’s City Hotel

On December 25, 1840, Joel Johnson advertised lithographs, one of the Battle of
Thames and one of Tippecanoe, on sale as Christmas presents at Johnson’s City Hotel.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. |

We liave received two beautiful 1ith ographs
—one & representation of the Batue of the
Thames, and theother that of Tippecanoe,—
They would be pretty Christmas présente.—
These lithographe can be obtained at Johne
son‘s City Hotel. iy R o

Journal, December 25, 1840.
1841

Backwoodsman Pleased with Johnson’s City Hotel

From the Backwoodsman,
JOHNSON'S HOTEL,
T would nak the privilege of recommend;
medium of your paper the City Hotel of Spn

by J. Johnson, Fsq. Ameng the man

,t!l:(t c?l{ lhe(::)aro' non:du which 1 wo&vldp'u ‘

that. T recemtly stayed two wecks at thar-Motel snd

would sarnesiivyecommend it Yo these who vigit the .e.,.
Ok t]

ital town of Illmois.  His necommodations area

best posaible style and every attention is pa .dm‘ :
lord 1o promote the comfort of bis gussts, and- wimt will
not be regarded as unimportant in these hard times, his

charges are exiremely low, - BLUFFDALE.

Journal, August 6, 1841.

1842

Joel Johnson Improves City Hotel and Gives Rates

In 1841-1842, Joel Johnson built a large addition to the City Hotel. In January
1842, advertised the terms for borders per week, per day and horse keeping per day.
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Ol EOLBIL,
SPRINGFIELD. ILLINOIS,
Washineton st , N, W. corner of the square.
VRIS old stand has been so improved by building
large sddition toit, thatthe propiietor 1z now able:
ro accommodate citizens and strangers as well as any
other housge in the vicinity, and on as reasonable terws
and no pains will bespared in trying to make comforta=
ble all that may favorhim with a call, He hopes by strict
attertion to his business to receive a share of public
patrouage, ]
There is a good stable connected with the House,
TERMS.
Regular boarders per week with lodging $3 00
do do  do  without Jodging 2 50
Transient do  perday 10 0
do do per mealinall cases 25
Horse keeping perday 50
i_7~Gentlemen und ladies' parlors and roome for so~
ciety and club meetings can be furnished at all times,
J. JOHNSON.
Jan. 1842, _ 546yl |

¥ 4 AYEL SewsLbs 2 o= A 2 |

Journal, May 20, 1842.

Joel Johnson Advertises New Additions to City Hotel

On November 1st and 25th, 1842, Joel Johnson placed advertisements for his City
Hotel with new additions offering furnished pleasant rooms to families and individuals
who wish to remain at the seat of government during the winter. Members of the
Legislature were invited to call and examine the accommodations.

CITY HOTEL., oo CITY HOTEL.

YHE subsoriiar  han mnd ch i 1o hie 188, THE suhoeribor haw made soch additions to |
] untalilishment, that h“- 1.- .:ow m'l’z.!:n ﬁ:;"": i . Vishment, that he i now enabled

. s 0 it rniah plensant rooms to families and in-

?J::xlu:ml‘;:’ﬁdnlrx aug‘m“\dﬂ&%;)g ‘ fividuale who wish to remain at theseour of ‘ovuumrnt!
Bnieka SE TR Lo wruniont during e wi Y iring ihe winiee.  Mombers of the Legislaiure peoin |
i W) "o.!:u arslnvined 1o ealt and ox. vited Lo call pod examing his Bgeommodations. Thero ||
LEOmmOd s v Thero nn wish e = 8 good stble an dhe promises, JOEL JOHNSON- |
eonnoerod  with the house., Nov. | 3 JOHNSON. Springlioll, Nov. 25, 1542, ¥ |

Journal, December 2, 1842. Journal, January 18, 1843.
1843

Birth of Edward Schrader Johnson
(1843-1921)

On August 9, 1843 in Springfield, Illinois, Joel and Eliza Johnson had a son born
to them. He was named Edward Schrader Johnson. Edward attended Springfield schools,
and grew up with and was a classmate of Robert Lincoln, Mary and Abraham’s oldest son.
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1844

Bathing House at Johnson’s City Hotel

On April 25, 1844, Joel Johnson advertised a bathing House at his City Hotel. He

hoped that he would receive the necessary patronage to enable him to keep the House
constantly in order for visitors.

o:;-Pmom ',deairing the lnxury o' a. bothc,

City Hot

wm receive duﬂi&:enf pntronhg _onmo him
to keeplua balhiug ‘house constantly in order for
visitors. 'This cannot bp done witheut an ade-
fuute support.

Journal, April 25,1844.

William Flourvile Moves Two Doors East From Johnson’s City Hotel

) A.- {l’lv
UR , has removed his mho
, ..j@;heﬁ»w office p

e %ﬁhsmihﬂijxenm

Journal, May 23, 1844.

Rates at Johnson’s City Hotel

On June 20, 1844, Joel Johnson placed an advertisement for his City Hotel in the
Journal newspaper. He states the rates for one day and a single meal at the Hotel. There

were also private rooms for Stage Passengers who could secure seats in all the stages
through Johnson.

Wl T Wl \-H W&y

JOEL JOHNSON.
Springfeld, 111,

The travelling community are respectifully iwyited to
call. The wecommedutions cunnot be surpitased in the
CRy. Private roams for Stage Passengers,

RATES OF FARE:
| One day 5¢ | Single meal 2e
| Just om hnlf the usual charges at Stage houses.
| HCJ®Panawrgors can securo soats in all the stages,
hrough 1he proprietor.

Journal, June 20, 1844.
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1845
Rates at Johnson’s City Hotel

Again, on October 16, 1845, Joel Johnson placed an advertisement for his City
Hotel in the Journal newspaper. He stated the Hotel rates for one day and a single meal.
There were private rooms for Stage Passengers who could secure seats in all the stages
through Johnson.

City Hotel,---J, Johnson,

North-west of the State House,

Springfield, Ills.

T'he iravelling community nre respectfully invited to
call. “I'lie secommodations cunnot be surpassed in the
City. Private rooms (or Stage Passengers,

4 RATES OF FARE !
One day T5¢ | “ingle menl 25¢
Just one hnilthe usual charges at Stage houses,

Puasscngers can secure seats in sl the slages
hrough the proprietor,

Journal, October 16, 1845.

Joel Johnson Insurance on His Residence

The image below is a letter rejecting Joel Johnson’s application for insurance on
his Springfield property.!®

.
: ’/-‘;A

= ,/."l\
;/J o w

l/, ",,‘Av.‘ .'/’.. VIR 4

A
~ /A Mén, . AW A ~L ;'
A i SR c'u“..‘t
Shoney Erak >
s ’6-../:‘/‘.»"/,(-’ e,
S A \,, -

e P e P W o e

oo Gl I

16 Tllinois Regional Archives Depository, Brookens Library, University of Illinois Springfield, Springfield, Illinois.
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1846

Joel Johnson Advertises City Hotel — Temperance House

Temperance, according to the dictionary, means restraint in the use of, or abstinence
from, alcoholic liquors. In this case, it would be safe to say it was total abstinence.

City Hotel.—'Femperance House.
. Y JOEL JOHMNSON.—The established repuin-
tion of the Gity Hotel rendors it unnecessary for

f : sorh "arﬂnhperiod 1o resorl 10 Mng. His
~ bouse isoptn stall umes for ke enfertainuen of
S §hy hoardura at prices corruspmling
b ves.  His table i« supphied withthe best the
market afferds ot wll searons, His rooms are coms
mdbnu and plessant, 55 woil as casy of access, Hiy
Stables gre: m the most complele  order, nttemled by
 ostler's who are tapericnood in tieie business, He re.
. sphcth_nlly slichs ® ehere of e priblie patronage,
Epringhicld Mareh, 1846, JOKLJOUN_ON,

.

Journal, November 5. 1846.

Warm Baths at Johnson’s City Hotel

On June 11 and July 16, 1846, Joel Johnson advertised a bathing House at his City
Hotel.

What In more reflreshing, invigoraung,-—and

contributes more 10 bealth and cleanliness,—

R N\ e T\ TN ' these warm daye, than BATHING? Mr. John-
W & & m m & 1’.’ m 8 son at the City Hotel, haw 2 bath constantly it

Can be had at the City Hotel, from 8 orfhr. Sholl not one such estsblishment be sus
to 10 o'clock, r. m. [June 1, ‘46, -||taissdis ibis sigh

Journal, June 11, 1846. Journal, July 16, 1846.

1847
Joel Johnson’s City Hotel Burns

On January 28, 1847, Joel Johnson’s City Hotel burned.
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FIRE!—Thin enlumity which our ol-;y-h. fong

tmspads etelwa on Susdey merstmg tosi—| | 1Y lltlomol ol the late City ﬂoul Mew,

fimnd on fire, M’Q’MA M, and hnfore

hmlu.. -m. fall stock of groosries, &c., hee

Jonging to B, F. Jewett: tha two story framed Mh“t' .nd “Blu' ” 'h m'-'h m

dwelling, bolonging 1o Mr Levinan 1 & cav-atory

o e it s | | UM out on Sunduy wight, will immediatel
alsos winble belonging 10 A, G. Hetndon, estis

:::: i xl’-n;’n.,:;.mu;:o m resiime bl!ilul and it khoped that their M
bt S v e v Wil R0t forget them,
wers barnt in the siables of the City Hovel.—

Journal, January 28, 1847.
Abraham Lincoln Loans Joel Johnson $10

On Friday, April 30, 1847, Abraham Lincoln withdrew $10 from his bank account
and loaned it Joel Johnson."”

Joel Johnson Erects New Building for City Hotel

“RICHARD IS HIMSELF AGAIN !
M-. J. Johnson, keeper of the City Hotel, which
was burnt last winter, has already erected another

building, farsuperior to the old one destroyed, and
which, with good fortune, and his usnal energv |
will be ready for occupation in a few days.—
Indeed, a part of it—the dining room and kitchen
—will beso far completed as to be occupied the
present week. He hasattached to the new build-
ing quite a number of rooms, which will enable
him to furnish accommodations, immediately, for a
large number of boarders. The energy exhibited hy
Mr. Johnson in the erection and eompletion of the
new tavern, is worthy of all praise.

Journal, June 3, 1847.

17 Trwin Ledger. http://www.thelincolnlog.org/Results.aspx ?type=CalendarDay&day=1847-04-
30&r=LONhbGVuZGFyWW Vhci5hc3B4P311YXIOMTgONyZyPUwwTmhiR 1Z1 WkdGeUxtRnpjSGc9
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Joel Johnson Opens New Building for City Hotel For Convention Attendees

)F’Wm’w At gmmso NS CITY HOTEL, a few
o ) [«h
mmm&'mrmm of f eo(lanv'::- ﬁﬁhm‘ﬂgmnmmm“%

“‘""‘“'m‘ "t s
s

erected 3 building move spaciont and

hr convenience end comfort, und hopes
wﬁmmmw wmgf'ehimhbml

mmm’" n:‘i?mm mih ;m:awm um;
mmmmmm;’mm itibe.

Springfeld Junel, 1871 Sy

Journal, June 15, 1847. Journal, September 23, 1847.

Son of Temperance Thanksgiving Celebration Held at City Hotel

GRAMME:
umommnwmm-

g‘@ clock » &g‘:"uﬁ‘: and

»vihdlo .md,mtu art
A coummu of Re

Journal, November 25, 1847.
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1848

Corn-sheller Exhibited at City Hotel

23 A most valuable little machine, called a Pat-
ent Corn-sheller, is now being exhibited at the City
Hotel, in this city. Itscost, $2 50, placesit within
the reach of everyfarmer. A man can shell with
it fifty bushels of cornaday. The proprietor will
sell-State rights or fair tetms." Farmers and me-
ehanics are invited to examine it. Mr. Watson, the

proprietor, will remain here but a few days.
Journal, January 13, 1848.

Joel Johnson’s Loss From Tenant “An Unworthy Scamp”

AUTION.—Left my house on Sunday

J night Jast.a young man named L. COBBS;a Shov+
maker, about 5 feet ten inches highy dar and sullow
complmion-—’almgcthcr a bilwus looking case)—in-
dehted to me for six weeks hoa:d 3 and bills to sundry
other prrsons— Barbers, Washerwomen, &e. Thisis -t:
caution the publie agsinst barboring or trusting him,a

l
: { an unworthy scamp.
l he has proved himsel JOEL JOHNSON, Wropeivtor

[ May 16, 1848, of City Hotel, Sprinefield,

Journal, May 18, 1848.

Joel Johnson Advertises City Hotel

 City Horel.—JosL Jonxsox
informs the public that he is ready at alls
times to receive and provide for trave)
ana boarders. His terms, as usual, will
. W":: r:::jo’mblc‘; :ndh:lveg pains wilm'
ento e their comfort while the urn with
him. Good stabling for Horses. e |
Springfield, Sept. 21, 1848,  dtf

Journal, Saturday, November 11, 1848.
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1849

City Hotel Register: December 30, 1848-January 1, 1849

EREEYL uulxu—umx%. Sikewl. Pollars s A &at-—
" terson, Oqnayka; E H N Fattersondo.3 J Deany,
Knoxvill ; J Suider, Canton'; A Leech, Pittsburg;
P Barkey; Judge Makley ; A C Harding; Wm
Kelley, Canton; Z Casey, Mt. Vernon; J J Rich-
ardson, Salem ; J P Handy; J L Japin, St. Louis ;
R Coaner; W L Wh 3 U Wills; Wmm M
Wentey, .ﬁno_x; H I Rannell: F Wit, Green;
G Patterson, Hamburg; I Darneal Jersey i“J,Fetch
Carelton; S B-Smith, Sangamons J D Fig, Car-|
. alton; A B Hickcock, Lassil ; J M Roberts Dan-
vill; 3 Evry; E Evry 3 H Sconce; A Miller, Ed-
wardsvill; W Crellen St. Kouis; W H Benton
S R Casey, Benton ; D Oderm, Mason; W A Den-

ning, on.” oy e

?ec. 31.—R Williams ; W Tawmbull, Michigan
MeNeer, Chic&; Trepp, Perue; F ¢ Sherman,
Chicago; D le, Boston M: H H Grandell
Winebago; W Caystell, meiga.? J J Ferrel,
Indianoplis; Wm Vining, do; L LJones, N. York;
Wm Anderson, Jacksonvill; C N Dickson and'
Lady, Winebago; J Wison, Lake Co.; P Max-
well, Chieago; J C. Elleott, Quincy; N B Judd,
Chicago; J H Brackeit, Exeter; J B Thomas,
Chicago ; E Peck and Da , do. .

Jan: 1, ’49.—E Wills, Salem; J B Cempbell,
Chicago; HW Geer, do; S Noble, Dixon; S In-

" wrram, PulaskiV. A. ; J W Boss gnd Lady, Phila. ;
?H Rensmon N. Y.3J M Gre%r, Peoria; E .f
W"Claﬁ%on 3 é

Rice, Hillshoro; E N B Pike, Chica-
go;e‘Y W Barlow,do; AJ Arnell,do; 1 Law-
reace, X, Y. City; E 0 Smith, Decator J Raphale
R.‘-Q’.-Git'yél H Parreli; Wm H Russel; J Mar-
tindall; E G Malcey; J 8§ Duulap, St Louis; J
Elliott, jr; M Tackadurry, Pekin, Illi. :

Journal, January 3,1849.

Cotillion Party Held at City Hotel

1 Cotillion Party, ;
Atthe Cily Hotel on Thursday evening, 25th in-
stant. Geutlemen can procure tickets of invita-
tion for the Ladies by calling on the Managers.
Tickets of admission for Gentlemen can be had
‘at the Bar. Jan. 23.
MANAGERS. .
B. C. WEBSTER 8. SNOWDON HAYES,
VIRGIL HICKOX, J. D. FRY,
JACOB BUNN, THOMAS H. DOYLE,
, JOHN C. LAMB.
——-‘ - < —— =

Journal, January 23, 1849.
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Entertainment at City Hotel

Unprecedented Attraction.

R. ST'ARR, the Mechanie,Chymist, Phrenolo-

gist ano M’emeri:er,will give one of his in-

;;rut'ing and laughing enlertainments, at the City
otel,

On Tuesday 5to-lnb' rrow) night,
of the deflogistigated nitric air, protoxide or nitro-
an, as denomiuated by Sir Hum hrey Davy, or |

hing Gas. This will certainly be the most a-
mazing and agreeable exhibition of the season.—

Journal, March 27, 1849.

Joel Johnson Advertises Property For Rent

To Rent.

SEVERAL tenements, suitable for residences,
ﬂoﬂicu orshops. Apply to J. JOHNSON
spril 11 pd dlw City Hotel.

Journal, April 12, 1849.

Bee Palace Exhibited at City Hotel

Tuz Bee Parace,—Mr, E. P, Hollister,
is now at the City Hotel, and will take pleas-
urein-exhibiting his model of the Bee Pal-
ace. It is a very ingenious contrivance, and’
is worthy of the attention of all those en~
gaged in raising bees, |

Journal, April 27, 1849.

Death of Eliza Newman Johnson
(1815-1849)

Joel Johnson’s wife, Eliza Newman Johnson, died on May 17, 1849. They had one
child, Edward S. Johnson, who was born in 1843.
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afhaafandesd A A tae ta So Vo ¥ VS " V. V_ V]

DIED—In this city to-day, at 11 o’clock, A. Bt.,
Mrs. Ehza, wife of Joel Johnson, Esq. Funeral
- will take place from his residence to-morrow at 16

o'clock A. M. The [riends and acquaintances are
invited to attend. - May 17.
Ll e Sa el R e e Ra T — g Vo B ¥ V. Vo VWS-

Journal, Thursday, May 17, 1849.

City Hotel Guest Not Down With Cholera

It is rumored about town this morning,
that a traveler whoarrived last evening from
St. Joseph, Mo., is down with the Cholera
at the City Hotel, We learn from Doctor
Henry (who was called to see him,) that the
report is unfounded. The gentleman had
been attacked with cholera while at St. Jo-
sephs and is now only suffering from debility
and fatizue, incident to traveling. He is
quite comfortable this morning, and will uné

| doubtedly be able to resume his journey iy
[ a day or two, to his home i in Indiana.

Journal, May 26, 1849.
Joel Johnson Advertises City Hotel

JOELJOHNSON, keeper of the "City’ i Hofel.

Mr, J. has been in this'business. in_ ovr eity for

several years. Hei is & man of‘most indomitable en-

erry and perseverance, When his tavern house was

; Cl“ “0TEIA--8pringﬂeld bubgsed hp:nthaud the méans, wentto, work,nnd
JOE L .I 0 H NSON. in.a few months, he was prepared to. do-a heavier
m?lfo?‘::,'c::“""" givento Travelers and | | yusiness * then before his misfortune, Johinson al-

L e ways gets his share of pnbhc palromge

Journal, Tuesday, June 5, 1849. Journal, Tuesday, August 21, 1849.
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Warm and Cold Baths at Johnson’s City Hotel

Baths! Baths!

ARM & COLD Baths can be had at the
City Hotelatall t imes from 7 o’clock A«M. tor
10 o’clock P, M. juned 1w,

Journal, June 11, 1849.

Learned Pig Entertainment at City Hotel

Novelty and Amusement,
The learned Pig--the wonder of the
g World ! .

Will be exhibited to'm'ﬁt Monday)at the City Ho-
tel. Doors openat half past T—performaces
commenceat 8 o’clock. Admission 20 cls.;

children half price,
IPH[S Pig has bun_uhibitgdinm:{ of the principsl
cities snd towns of the Union with the most un-
fiounded ndmiratien, He was educatod at Rockestery
New York, and Izthe most active gnd perfect inlearns
ingof any pig ever exhibitod. He will telibis oge, day
of the monthy the date of the year ; how many daysin

a week; how many working days; how many days in

2 year—odd honn! minutes and secondsy&e. He will

tell the number of ladivs und gentlémen present; tell
the time by any pecsons waten g tell uy plece of mo-
neys gold, sllvery or bills and will udd, multiply, divide
ug substract ; tellthe different Pruu;vnu of the Uni-
ted Statesy &c., snd anawer any reasonabls queston
sskad by the audience, and will play o game of cards
with dny penion present.

3= (e public are informed thut thereis noihing in
the enturtainment but whet is -t\-ueﬂg moral and in-
stractive. JAMES REDDICK, %

BUgG M nager and Proprictor,

N. B. Good mugio furpished for danciog after the
performance, if requested by the company.

Journal, August 6, 1849.

African American Spencer Donegan Advertises Move of Barber Shop to City Hotel

- — —

REM(WE D.—SPENCER Doxrcax woull hereby
return his thanksto the public generally who have
patronized him go liberally heretofore. He would al-
sn inform them that he bas removed his Barber’s shop
(to. the City Hotel, where he will be. happy to wait on
all who willfavor him with a call in his usual good
style, '.}‘ha shop he now oceupies is much better adap-

ted to his husiness, and nothing shall be wanting to ac- |

commodate customers. , oct20, |

Journal, October 23, 1849.
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Joel Johnson Receives Flooring For Sale

Joe Johnson continued with a construction supply business as is evidenced by this
advertisement for 1600 feet of flooring.
= Receipts by the Cars:
7 ' Tuesday, October 23.
_Joel Johnson, 1600 feet flooring. C. Freeman & Co,

Al
Journal, Wednesday, October 24, 1849.

1850

In the 1850 Federal Census, Joel Johnson was said to be a shoemaker.'® This
must have been an error as he had not engaged in this business for several years.

Joel Johnson Property Sold to Pay $88 to City For Removing Nuisance

On Monday, March 18, 1850, the City of Springfield was to sell lots owned by Joel
in order to pay for an assessment for removing the nuisance declared to exist on the lots."

Sale of Lots. :
. OTICE is hereby given, thatJots five (6) and six
(8) in block number nine (9) of old town plat,be-
Jdoonging to Joel Johuson, will besoldby the oitly mar.
shal, on Meonday the 18th ins:.., at the Mayorisoffice in
the city ot Saringfield, batween the hours of 9 A, M.
od 4 Py M. of saidday, for tha sum of eighty-eight
ollars § or 80 much of said 1ys ne will'bring the sum
of eigity-dight dollars and all costsof sale. The said
sum of eighty-eigat dollara being the amount assessed
by the city coancil for removing the nuisance declar-
edto ox'st on said lots by" filling them up at the ex-
" pense and under the direction of the*&ity.

4. CALHOUN, Mayor,
Springfield, March 2, 1850. - dtds
Journal, Thursday, March 7, 1850.

Masonic Procession Catered at City Hotel

THE DAILY JOURNAL.

ETThe Masonie Procession of yesterday was
the handsomest we huve ever seen in this city,—
We did not oumber (he members, bat Judge that
it embraced some two hundred, ‘The procesdings
ut the chiueeh were loteresting, The addresy of
Brother Matheny is highly spoken ol. . The host
of the eity hotel in cateriog for the dinner, prov-
ed himsell a workman, “true snd trasty !

18 U.S. Census Office, Seventh Census of the United States (1850), Sangamon County, Illinois, p. 87.
19 Lots 5 and 6, Block 9, Old Town Plat.
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Joel Johnson’s City Hotel Wins Praises of Customer

I3 We clip the following from the Journal of
yesterday. ' We fully endorse it :

AMERICAN HOUAN.— A gentleman who has spent
much of his time intraveliog, now atopping at the A-
morican, tellsus thut e has scldom met with a hetter
aproad table any where—thet evaery day its appoarc-
ance displays the fuct that no Ipaine or expenss oare
spared in procuring the frst of all the raritiesund
delicaciar of the season.

The same mey be said of our friend #Dac® of
the City Hotel, who, during the short timne he has
been in charge ol the #City > has won ““golden
opinions’ from all who have rested under his Hos-
pitable roof,

The above 14 taken from the Register of this

* morning. We say ditto ! ditte !1——and “nothing
phorter 7

Journal, June 12, 1850.

Mail Stage Office at City Hotel to Salem, Illinois

Mail Stage from Springfield to Salem, Il

N THE subseriber will run this stage three
@?‘ﬁi timus a week between these points,—
TP The gtuge will ledve Springiaeld at B
o’clock A. M.on Mondays, Wedneedays aod Fridays,
and will 1eave Salem on th;:l mu‘w %uyri: all:huti‘amj: hlc;u;.
Stgge ofll the Cit olel=Books Kept by J, Bur-
nﬂp-L RRERSE Y 3 THOg. H. COREY.
Spraogfield, July 1,1850.

Journal, July 3, 1850.

Joel Johnson Holds Public Sale of 80 Acres of Land Near Petersburg

Publicsale of valuable land,
' NEAR PETEHRSBURG.

HE undorsigped will sell at public sale on Saturday
T the 22d inst.yas soon'as the Bank property is gold,
the following described land,to wit: .

.. Lots No,two and three, beingthe north west quar-
ter of the north castquarter, and the north eust quar-
ter of the north west quarterofsection No. sixteen, in
to Svnns!xip 18 niqrth. sx(')angc'{ west of the 3d priscipal me-
ridiae, containing 80 acres. . 5
_ Terms— alfin hand and'the balance outhe st of
,Jn?nﬁi?; ngxnte URI(RL ARG JOEL JOHNSON..
Jupe 17 tds.

Journal, Friday September 13, 1850.
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Joel Johnson Advertises Two Tenements to Rent

RENT.-=Two {enements fo rent by the
subseriber. - JOEL JOHNSON.
sept- la’ 1860. s ‘ ‘

Journal, Wednesday, June 19, 1850.
Joel Johnson Manager of American House in St. Louis

In the fall of 1850, Joel Johnson surprisingly left Springfield and went to St. Louis
where he worked in the newly refurbished American Hotel. But his stay there did not last
long.

| AMERICAN HOTEL,
. On Vinpe Strect, betwoen Main and Second Street,
8Ty LODIS, Mo,
., THE alboye Hotel, thoroughly renovated, re-
fitted apd furpished, with entire new furni-
@ ture, with large and convenient additions,
. was gpened by the sgbscriber for the accom-
modation of transient nnd permangnt horders on the
I6th of September instant.
he location is desirable, bejug situnted inthe ceon-
Are ofthe most extensive mercantile portion of the
2ity, and egulll! gonvenient to the Leves, The houss
with its new additions, contains lerge andairy rooms,
suficisnt ['rihe acoommodation oftwo nundred guests,
with dining room of suficient sizeto gent comfortably
the sbove gumber,

The preprietor Is pleased to inform the publio that
he heo necured the services of Mr. Joel Johnson, who
has been forthe past twelve years proprietor of the
C"lll.y Hote), Ppringfield, Illa; in the manogement of his

Une,

It is the determination of (he proprietor, to make It
equal izevery respect to uny house in the oity, and !
hopes by thesirjctest altention to (he best interestsof|
his guests, to merlt o libéral share of patronage.

8opt.20, 250, dtwandwtf GEORGE W 00D,

Journal, Friday, September 20, 1850.

Dr. Hays Takes Rooms in City Hotel

k. i Dr. Havs, whose advertisement ap pears in.
- this paper, has taken rooms at the Gity Hotel.

ausy 3

i

Journal, December 3, 1850.
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The City Hotel Years (1840-1855)

Railroad Depot Located on Third Street Tracks

Curtis Mann: “It appears that Joel Johnson might
have been involved in bringing the Alton and Sangamon
(later Chicago and Alton) Railroad to downtown
Springfield. The Register newspaper article is from March
15, 1851 and describes how a depot for the railroad will
likely be located on the Third Street Tracks between the
First Presbyterian Church and Jefferson. The land was
going to be offered to the railroad for free. The depot was
going to be built on lots 3 and 4 of Block 9 OTP.”

Dailp Register.

SPRINGFIELD, MARCH 15

Alles sl Speinglield Mallevad,

M. Shipmans, engineee of the sbovo road arrived
in thistows yesterday. He givesisloraation that:
the read is progressiag rapidly, sad-witleertalnly
be finished te Carlinville duging the presest sue- |
wer, and csatinned, with rapidity, 1o this towni—
We may axpect within 3 year to see 139 coul be-
twesn hero and AMon in opecalion, Theiron i}
already bought sed deliveced on tha sea-const; and
every effort s inzking 10 dalsh the roadatan enr-
lier day thea wo have menlioned, Tl new sr
vey which avolis Berlinand comes directly lo (his
city, will save an Immenso expevse, M R::{Pﬂ!
Leidges. There delng on the Beslin route four or
fvestreams to croms, whilst oa the prescot route
there is only <ze,

Among e shareholdess of Spiaghield thoreis
some figuring a3 to the locality of the Jepat hece,
‘The enginesr in instructed to docale where the
holders of & majority of the shares mry diclote,~
We sadersiand that it can be estublished near the
eblic square, st litile expanse %o the stockbold-
ers, o it can ol any other point within 2 wmile of
the square, I this is true, (and Mr. Skipman is
cur ssthorily for Selleving it) it ought to be dons,
ntal in that event tho basinessof tho town will
conliaue 1o be transacied on the square apd iy

vieisily, insteed of being divertel to avethes
yoint, at a distance, which will prove very lacon.
venlax! Lo 1ha mass of oar silixens.

Teis secertaingd (hat thers lvan cay graed
Ibeough the fows, trom ssuth o, north, threugh
"Third street, entering ot (e sooth through Adlen's
sddition, A partion of tha way ix oot yel plat-
lod by the city, bul the owaors-of the Jots have
agresd to give (he right of way, ‘1t Is propeied
to fix the depet detwoen the First Presbylerian
chureh and Jeffeeson sireet.

The land upon which it is prepasul te build the
depot hay been offered to the somnuny, gratis, T4
conslsia efoza hundred and filly fest! In widsh by
hroe bundred and thlrty feet length, “In addition
19 this propored donation, eight lotx fave tetn
offernd them free, al a distanca of ‘euly two blecks|
swriliof the proposed deped #ite, lor & machine
shopi, or any other tise 1o whicl'the raiiread come
peay may cheoso o devole it

Register, March 15, 1851.%!

20 Sangamon County Deed Book I, p. 304, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.
2! Register, March 15, 1851, p. 2. Provided by Curtis Mann.
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Joel Johnson’s Old Tavern Mistakenly Said to be Site of Cholera

This article refers to Joel Johnson as the owner of the “Old Tavern” that is in perfect
order and not the seat of the cholera disease in Old Town, Madison to Monroe and First to

Seventh streets. This is most likely the old Indian Queen Hotel that Johnson owned for a
brief time.

£3"Io our article yesterday, headed ¢Truth

somelimes stranger than fiction,”” we unintention-
ally referred to  the ““Old Tavern,” as the seat of
the cholera disease in Old Town. We intended to
refer to the building known as ¢Glenns Tavern®
—n mistake which must have been obvious to all
our citizens. The Old Tavern is in perfact order,
aod no sicknegs has appeared there, nor is there’
likely to be any. 1tisowned by Mr. Joel 'John-
son. In regard to the tenement where the chole-
ra last appeared, we are quite certain that it was
from no tauit of the owner, Major XKleine, who
furnighed lime and authourised any expense ne-
cessary to.be mude to keep it in {perfect order,
The state of (he house was the result of the filthy
babits of the iomates, who be was anxious to re-
move from the'premises 3 but having rented the
bullding to another Individual he was not able to
éffect the object he desired, -

We are glad to state that no further aymptoms of
cholera have spprared in any part of the city.

Journal, Friday, May 30, 1851.
Joel Johnson Purchases Lots From Samuel Stover

Curtis Mann reports, “On May 31, 1851, Joel Johnson purchased lots 5 & 6 in
Block 9 OTP from a man named Samuel Stover for $1,000. On June 9, 1851, he borrowed
$650 from Stover and used lot 6 and 11 3/4 feet off the east end of lot 5 as collateral. On
June 12, Johnson purchased lot 4 in Block 9 OTP from a man named Rhodes Lloyd for
$625. With these two purchases he owned all of the property on the north side of
Washington between 3rd and 4th streets.”?

Joel Johnson Deeds Land to Alton and Springfield Railroad for Depot

Curtis Mann reports, “On June 12, 1851, Johnson deeded lot 4 and 70 feet of the
west side of lot 5 to the Alton and Springfield Railroad for $1. One of the covenants of the
deed said that the railroad was required to build a depot on lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 in Block 9 and
use the rest of the lots for railroad purposes. If the railroad breached the contract, then
Johnson was entitled to get lot 4 back. The 70 feet in lot 5 was to go to the following men
who had paid $1,050 to Johnson for that part of the lot.

George Pasfield - 6 shares
John Williams - 6 shares

2 Sangamon County Deed Book I, p. 304, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.
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Thomas Condell - 2 shares

Erastus Wright and Roswell P. Abell - 2 shares
Jacob Bunn - 2 shares

Stephen T. Logan - 2 shares

John G. Bergen - 1 share

Curtis Mann said, “I think these men were stockholders in the railroad and had an
interest in making sure the railroad came through the downtown and not somewhere further
away. In the end Johnson kept lot 6 and the 11 3/4 feet of lot 5 that became the site of the
Revere House. 1 would think having the railroad station close to his hotel was the incentive
for Johnson to get involved and donate lot 4 to the cause.”?

City Hotel Reopened by Joel Johnson and Daniel M. Jackson
In October of 1851, Joel Johnson and his partner, Daniel M. Jackson, reopened the

newly refitted and furnished City Hotel. Jackson was an experienced Hotel Keeper from
Ohio.

T ADVER TJSBMT'“N TS

: oIy HO'
) NartN st cornér of the

mwzmﬂea{“““ﬁ
P .x.l- o-'!:rmh qum

ul l.')ul. A share of
;'3«' bl m i”"ﬁ !“'1

Journal, October 23, 1851.

New England Supper Held at Clty Hotel

| 0 i e ii————— =

New England Supper,

Morday was the gnniversary of the landing of the
Pilgrims on_the Roelk at Plymenth.” The ooonsion wes
jmproved in thig eity, by ths getting up of & suppoer at
the City Hotel on Monday nvming of 'whioh about sov-
enty-five persons were partakers... 8, FrAnen wa) oslled
to'jiraaldo on the ocoasion. Al the request and by invl-
tatinn of tha anmmittee, Presidont Stuntevant of Tili-
ngls Callegs was prosent, as aleo all the clorgymen of
tha oity, and suvecal straogers.

The notapany zat down at tho table about 8 ofolock l

Journal, December 25, 1851.

3 Sangamon County Deed Book I, p. 304, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by Curtis
Mann, Librarian. Copies of the page may be seen in the Appendix.
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1852
Joel Johnson Stockholder in the Mechanics and Farmers Bank

In 1852, Joel Johnson was a stockholder in the Mechanics and Farmers Bank in
Springfield, Illinois.

Abraham Lincoln Represents Joel Johnson

On March 3, 1852, Abraham Lincoln wrote and signed a declaration
in Joel Johnson v. John McMullen, a Sangamon County Circuit Court case.*

Kilmiste Family to Perform Vocal Concert at City Hotel

., 5 The Kilmiste Family will give a Coﬁcert, on
‘Wednesday night next at the City Hotel. " 1t will bo
« remembered by our friends that this troupe of vooal-
ists vislted our oity mome two years ago’; and the
bare ‘fact of their favoring us with another, will se-
/ours orowded houses.

Journal, May 24, 1852.

Joel Johnson and Daniel M. Jackson Dissolve Partnership
as Keepers of the City Hotel

Joel Johnson’s partnership with Daniel M. Jackson lasted only nine months. A
dissolution notice was published in the Journal on July 16, 1852.

" NEW ADVERIISEMENTS.

Dissolution Notice.

N OTICEis hereby given that tho partnorabip businoss heteto-
fore existing Inthe nsme tnd firm of Jobnson & Jaokdon, as
hotel kes pers, st the City Hatel in Springfield, IMs,, ia this doy
dissolved by mutual consent ; therefors, all persons indebted to
#aid fizm are requested to make payment to Jocl Johnwon, and all
perzons having olaimy aguinst said firm sre requested the same to

to Joel Jehnson for paymunt. -
prosent the same to Joel Jo . JOHNSON

Saringfield, July 18,1852, DANILL M, JACKSON.

Journal, Friday, July 16, 1852.

24 Herndon-Weik Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
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Daniel M. Jackson Leaves City Hotel and Returns to Logan County

Back Again !
&g~ THIS is to inform my old friends and the publio gexn-.

erally thet T have left the City Hotal in Springleld, and retarne.
ed tomy oid stand in Postville, Legsn mﬁuzyf’uuiwu. where I
shell bs ready to accoramodate thoss who may ohoose to call an me..

D, M. JACKEON.

All T ask is to cull and try mo,
Pestyille, 8 ugust, 1352,

Journal, September 14, 1852.
New York Traveler Describes Springfield Hotels

Some traveler writes to the New York Tri-
‘bune from this city : There are several hetels in
this city. The City Hotel is kept by Mr. Johnson,
‘a genuine specimen of the western landlord, enter-
prising, liberal and energetic in his superintendence
of every department, highly intelligent, and un-
wearied in his endeavors fo please and oblige all,
even in circumstances that might justify a little
neglect. The ocenrrence of a masonic celebration
and a projected Tair, had'bronght alarge concourse
of country people to fhe place, and at every meal,
both stratagem and Torce were mecessary to guard
the quiet inmates of the'house from the rnsh of a
tumiiltuous erowil, every manof which secrambled
in and devoured what was 'before him, as if life, |
with allits blessings, depended ©on his despatching
the repastin two minites and fhree quarters.

Journal, November 4, 1852.
1853
Marriage of Joel Johnson and Elizabeth T. Campbell
On January 5, 1853, Joel Johnson, age 45, married Elizabeth T. Campbell, age 31,
of Decatur. Elizabeth had been married once before as had Joel. Elizabeth had a son by

her prior marriage, John R. Campbell. Joel also had a son by his prior marriage, Edward
S. Johnson.

— i

MARRIED—In Déeaturyon the 5ih . inst,. by
Rev. Mr, Stamper, Mr. Joel Johnson, of the “Cily
Hotel” of this eily, to Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell,
of the former place. St

As soon a8 our worthy hosls give ws o treat,

they’ll receive our best wishes and aprinter’s bless-

Journal, Saturday, January 8, 1853.

137" Mine host of the City Hofel entertamed a
hrge number-of friends athis tables on Thursday
mgmg The occasion may be inferred, by refer-
enceto our marriage chapter, ‘

Journal, January 8, 1853.
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Joel Johnson Advertises City Hotel For Rent

Eight months after his marriage, Joel Johnson advertised the City Hotel for rent
stating that it would accommodate one hundred travelers.

A RARE CHANCE.

] o iy oo
4 commodate one hup avelers,
@ - Augs Bamerdlwe JOEL JOHNSON,G"yKotel-

Journal, Tuesday, August 16, 1853.

Joel Johnson Advertises 200,000 Brick For Sale

Joel Johnson was a real entrepreneur. This advertisement dated August 8, 1853,
indicates that he was selling 200,000 brick. He also placed other ads for building materials.

K FOR SALE-=-appply to
O 0 0 O 0 0 it JOEL JOBI\ SON, cus ‘Hotel.
- 4&11}! &;‘dlw. L 4

Journal, August 11, 1853.

Pekin and Decatur Railroad Corporate Meeting Held at City Hotel

2 RAILROAD MEETING, |

| On Wednesday last, ‘a meeting was held st the
(City Hotel by the corporators and friends of the
Pekin and Decatur Railroad. Five comuxmionas
wereaslected to open bvoks at different poiat of
the route, 'rh-yumn-smo,ooo of private sib.
jseription. That amount will ¢ cover the expense of
grading and bridging theroad for the whole dis-
tance of sixty miles. Capilalists and railroad come
panies are to furnish the balance of costs, estuma-
ted at $600,000. The rosd will be built pawidnd
sufficient monies can be had.

Journal, October 14, 1853.
Dr. Lafayette Yeates at City Hotel to Treat Eye Diseases

DR. LAFAYETITE EBA’DEB, Aot B
i QR te i of GENTIV & rm\m-‘s,ocvmm
 Frankiort, Ky, is now in Spring field, ot the |
CITY HOTHEL, Where He ‘wm Terlalu some’

- weeks, tor the ?“'}"’ UI brealing LISEASES OF
THE rYRS. o iinsD) % . e lvie WD WY KL e

FECT RN A ITULI R S SV BT 4T

Journal, November 30, 1853.
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Temperance Association Has Supper at City Hotel

RZF The Socrar. Drerem of the” Temperance

Aszuciation had a Supperad the City Hotel on lust

izhily per-

Monday evening. Somgseveuly-live or i

among whom, were @«
Jas. H, MATHENY, 1554,

spy appropriate address’

sHny \Were seent,
sprinkiing of ladies.
delivered an exeellentand ve

' PR M PR
Thesupper waga very line one-—abhid dui eredit 1o
the host and bogtess of the City Hotel—long Iife

I fo Temperance

to them. The' party thena ljourned
Hall. where [he Depree was addressed by Warn Ii.

Journal, December 29, 1853.

Joel Johnson Purchases the Indian Queen Hotel
at the Northeast Corner of Second and Jefferson Streets

“The deed of the sale to Johnson references this property as having the Old Tavern on the
premises. I think this is the property owned by Johnson noted on page 23 as the site
mistakenly associated with cholera . I found an article about the Old Tavern property being
destroyed in an October 1853 fire.” Curtis Mann.?

A PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MISFORTUNE.—Lhe ex-
tensive buildings known as the Old Tavern, below.|
the Depol of the Chicago and Mississippt Il
Road, were burped to the ground ou the might be-
fore last.  'I'ne. fire broke out about one o’clock,
and the buildings beiug all of wood, burnt tv the
groundin a’few minutes.” Thesé buildings, with
the exception ot one or- two, had been enlirely
renovatedy—the buildings were newly: covered,
painled, plastered, mostly newly floored, and others

wise inproved; and was cileulaled Lo accommodiate’
a large number of persons—jprobubly. two bundred.
It is therefore, u greatpublic loss, under the eir-
cumstanées, 10 onr town, and a ‘serious individial
~Joss—DMlr. Joel Johnson, the proprietor, 1iot” being
insured. He was at the lime pulting n Lurniture,
with-the view of opening in- tima - for the Fair.—
. Several huudred dollars worth of furniture had’al-
xeady been placed in the buildings.. The five.is be-
licved to have been the work of an incendiary.—
The loss to Mr. Johnson must be at least ﬁ\;?! or

8ix'thousaid dollars,,

LU - L

Journal, October 6, 1853.

25 Provided by Curtis Mann.
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1854
Joel Johnson Enlarges City Hotel

In 1854, Joel Johnson made a large addition to his City Hotel on the northeast
corner of Washington and Fourth Streets.

f7" Our friend Johnson, of the City Hotel, has
commenced making demonstrations towards en-
larging his house. If he carries out his plans,
and we have no doubt but he will, the City Hotel
will be the most commodious public house in the
city.

Journal, March 25, 1854.

Theft at City Hotel

e X il el

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS,

L —— i

Stolen from the Subseriber

N the uight of the 3ist Murchy at the Ciy Hotely in

Springfeldy, 1., three hundred doliars In bank notes:
Ona oue hundred dollar note onthe bank of Missouri; wne
ten dollar Indisua billy and the remainder in five deliar
noles of the hanks of Connec.leute A rewurd of oue
bumdred and Aty dollars will be glven for the recovery of
the money and Jetectlon of the thiet or fircy douars for
the detection and conviction of the thlef.

ADNERPYLE.

New Leyau!q,jl: Clalr C :._,vl_ll.,_l_pru 2.--pgl.

—— - - = e

Journal, April 3, 1854.

Joel Johnson Makes Addition to City Hotel

As noted above, in the spring of 1854, Joel made an addition to the City Hotel. It
extended back 129 feet, four stories above basement. The dining hall was 80 feet long and
there were 70 rooms in three stories above.

Holloways brick stable, Mrpr., Joel Johnson  is
laying thefoundation for un addition teo his hotel.
The vew building will extend beck 120, and be
carried four storics above the basement. It will
afford a dining hall 80 feet in length, with 70
rocms in the three stories above.  Mr. Johnson
designs having his building ready for the state
fiir, to be held in our city, the first of september.
We need not intimate that “old fogy” stock is
rapidly on the decling in springficld.

Journal, April 17, 1854.
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1854 Map of Springfield, Illinois

City Hotel

1855

William H. Herndon Sues Joel Johnson to Collect on Note

In June of 1855, William H. Herndon filed suit in the Sangamon County Circuit
Court against Joel Johnson. He asked the court to find judgment against Joel Johnson on
his $186 note to T. G. Gaylord and Co.?® T. G. Gaylord and Co. assigned the note to

Gaylord, Son and Company, who assigned the note to William Herndon as attorney and
collector on the note. Johnson failed to appear and the court found in Herndon’s favor.
Herndon was represented by his partner Abraham Lincoln.

Joel Johnson Advertises 200,000 Bricks for Sale

This advertisement is the same as that dated August 8, 1853. Joel Johnson was still
trying to sell 200,000 brick.

i ) BRICK FOR SALE---appply to
20 O, 0 O O ' JOEL JOHNSON, City Hotel.
: ‘ A“g_o.sa ;°dl“'o : ' ‘ .

Journal, Wednesday, December 19, 1855.
Joel Johnson Advertises That He Found Thread Purse With Change

»oUND.
‘hresd purse with changz,  Applr ‘o _—
1:::;(3 PR TOS1. J0H ¥EOI.

Journal, Tuesday, May 8, 1855.

26 Case Name: Herndon v. Johnson File ID: L03525.
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William D. and John W. Chenery Purchase City Hotel From Joel Johnson
Rename it Chenery House

In 1855, Joel Johnson sold the City Hotel property to William D. and John W.
Chenery, who had been managing the American House at Sixth and Adams Streets. The
new proprietors improved the front of the building, added an ornamental doorway,
rearranged the interior, bought new furniture and bestowed his own name upon it. When
the Chenery House opened for business, each of its 130 rooms was lighted with gas and
equipped with a bell for summoning servants—the latest improvements in public
comforts.” The following newspaper story tells of the sale and transfer as well as the
change in name from City Hotel to Chenery House.

William D. Chenery

When Springfield became the capital of Illinois in 1837, Elijah Iles built a hotel to
accommodate legislature members, on the southeast corner of Adams and Sixth streets,
which he called the American House. The hotel was at the time the finest in the entire
state. William D. Chenery? and his eldest son, John William, operated the American
House from 1852 to 1855, when they purchased the City Hotel, located on the northeast
corner of Fourth and Washington streets. They added additional stories and named it
Chenery House. They operated the Chenery House until 1877.

The Chenery House.

This hotel, which is one of the largest and certainly one of the best in the West, is now open for the
reception of visitors. The old “City Hotel,” in the hands of the new proprietors, presents a different
appearance from what it did formerly, and is “winning golden opinions from all sorts of people.” The
front has been altered and improved; a handsome ornamental doorway having been erected at the main
entrance. The interior has also been rearranged, and much new furniture added. The building is five stories
high, 80 feet front by 118 feet deep, exclusive of a large wing of the same height of the main building,
contains eighty single rooms for gentlemen, numerous parlors, reception rooms, and suites for families,
besides the usual reading rooms, dining room, &c. of a first-class house. One hundred and thirty rooms
are appropriated to the use of guests, in addition to which is a fine basement story, for barber shops, store
rooms, pantries, servants’ rooms, &c. Five hundred persons have been accommodated at one time on the
premises, and still there was “room for more.”

The Messrs. Chenery have shown much taste in the selection of their new furniture--that two parlors
costing over five hundred dollars. The furniture in the bed rooms was all purchased new by the late
proprietor, and is in the same style as that of the Burnett House? in Cincinnati. Every room is lit by gas,

7 http://sites.rootsweb.com/~ilmaga/newspapers/cheneryhouse.html

% William Dodd Chenery came from Massachusetts in the summer of 1830 and located on a farm near Jacksonville, Illinois. He
returned to Massachusetts for his family during the winter of the Deep Snow (1830-1831), going on horseback via Chicago with
four companions, all wearing leather suits to protect them from the abnormally cold weather of that winter.

2 N.W. corner of Third and Vine Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio, the site of the Burnet House, which the Illustrated London News called “the
finest hotel in the world.” The big, domed structure was formally opened on May 3, 1850. Abraham Lincoln stopped here in
February 1861 while on his way to Washington. Around mid-March of 1864 Generals Grant and Sherman met in Parlor A of the
Burnet House, spread out their big war maps, and discussed the campaign that soon resulted in Sherman’s historic devastation of
Georgia and South Carolina. Cincinnati: A Guide to the Queen City and Its Neighbors, 1943, Tour 2, pp. 156-157.
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and furnished with a bell, by which servants can be summoned at a moment’s warning. The proprietors
are well known to the traveling public, and already the “Chenery House” is obtaining a reputation abroad
which will insure “full houses,” so long as it bears its present cognomen. We refer to the advertisement

in another column.

Ka Bt o fansad fpireis A Mhoosis Bluns 5 Mo e i it &
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e e n_‘;oofa—-..’a it Ty s ‘—-—-‘wu

PRIV IR O {d.f-nﬁ..lﬂw&.o‘o“ N
sooe vin dutreley rvamirt ovod o pisn e et
":‘o oo Roosemena D i ‘o&o}““&-
.'-....a..,' /‘loo}-oo-—bl‘.’mnok dipan “Ml
-;d" Lt fris wn gt s hriresy s o et Wy ave forn -

Hotel Deed from Joel Johnson to William D. and John W. Chenery, August 1855.%

30 Sangamon County Deed Book TT, p. 163, Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library, Springfield , Illinois. Provided by Curtis

Mann, Librarian.
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Annunciator Installed in Chenery House

BELL HANGING.—Mr. Charles W. Colson,
Bell Hanger and Silver Plater in Chicago, is
now engaged in putting up an annunciator in
the Chenery Housein this city. When
completed he will offer his services to any of
our citizens who may wish house bells hung.
A friend has let us know that Mr. Colson is an
adept in his business, and the present
opportunity should be embraced by all who
wish bells hung. Orders left with Mr. B. F.
Fox will meet with prompt attention.

‘of:hia nom. B

o

TENTE NIRRT OWE  RATY WSS WS S WERSE AW MW S mTTe sa

fiold In 1852; purchased in - 1855 of; Joel;
Johnson, thehotol which has llnoo beon so
fayorably | known over ‘the: eountry"m ‘the'
.Ohenery Houso, where ho has associated with
himeelf in tho eomrol and mnnuomont threo

Beun TLavatseg.—Mr, Charles W. Colson, |
Bell Hanger and Silver Plater in Chicago, is
pow ongagod in pulting up an annuncistor in
the Chenery Honse in this city.,  When coms-
pleted b will ofier his scrviees to any ol onr
citizeos who may wizh house hells hung, A
friemd has let us koow that Me. Colson i5 an
adept in his bosiness, aul the precol opportu-
pity should be embraced by all who wish  Lells
bone,  Oeders left with Me, I, I Pox will meet
with prospletteation,

Journal, October 3, 1855.

s

Journal, November 17, 1855.

The Chenery House Hotel at the northeast corner of Fourth and Washington Streets.
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Piano Teaching at Chenery House

A CARD
MRS. A. D. SALISBURY, OF ALBION,

N. Y. wauld announce to the citizens of Springfield and vi-
cinity, that she will commence a course of Instructiun on
the PIANO and MELODEON, at her rooms at the Chenery
House. Her terms and manner of instruction may be learn-
¢d by calilng en Mrs, S. as abeve. oc26 -d2m*

Journal, October 26, 1855.

William D. Chenery Advertises Chenery House
= Chenery House, SPRINGFIELD, ILL. THE
UNDERSIGNED, HAVING purchased the property known as
the “CITY HOTEL,” would respectfully announce to their
friends and the traveling public, that they are again in the Hotel
business, and solicit a share of patronage. Since the house came
into our possession, it has been thoroughly renovated, and many
pleasing changes have been made, rendering it in all respects
one of the most comfortable and pleasant public houses in the
West. The name has been changed to the “CHENERY HOUSE”
novl7-dwtf CHENERY & SON.

CHENERY RouUsk,
SPRINGPIRLD, ILT,
FIYHE UNDERSIGNED, HAVING PU R-
chased the padyerdy Xntwn s {og ‘(H‘I‘ Ve

HOTRL” wenll yespaetiully ann ou i
Ietweade k3al tho Bavellag patt l
again = the n.mun iness; and solb:
of pMiratiage.

=
Kot Lha hisase camie nlo onr possasslon, 4 huas Lec

theeorshiy reravsieds an) many plesding chiastes Yave

been mrdne renderieg (4l all rosposis e of the sl |

oot fpartals xr anl plomsant paliie hets 2 e

sam b

GLSRY
Bavli- lﬁ.l CHENERT & bfl\

Journal, November 19, 1855.

Joel Johnson Opens Mammoth Furniture Store in Journal Building

As said earlier, Joel Johnson was an entrepreneur. After selling the City Hotel to
the Chenerys, he quickly took up a new business as a furniture store proprietor.

MAMMYTH FURNITURE STORL!

JOURNAL BUILDINGS=--N. E Corner of ﬁqunre.
TNHESUBSCRIBER HAS JUST RECEIVED,

direct from (he best munufactorics, b large ~E0
and varled ussoriment of FURNITURE, conslst-

New Fursrrerr Stone--We refer the reader
to the card of Mr, Jorr Jonxsox, who has just
npcm:d u lurge and clegant stock of Furniture
ia the middle store of “Journal Buildings.” 'Uhe

‘ny of
asiortment of furniturs in .Springﬁchl is now

Chnlrs, Bedsteads, Burcaus, Tables, Sotm,
together with vvery article wmuslly kept In & Parnlture
Stere. My entirestock 15 NEWlinving been selcelea with

greatearey expressly for ths markef; and [ cordially Invite
itk wishing to purchase to give me = cully belug confident
hat Tean llu satlstactionl o M instyle and price.

decl JOEL JOUNWSON.

Journal, Wednesday, December 19, 1855.

large and complete, and persons wishing to pur-
cliasy would do well to look over the various

stocka in this eity before going clsewhere,

——————

Journal, Wednesday, December 19, 1855.
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Poem By Traveler at Chenery House

Farewell to Springfield

At waayes (Sem dnio sooey But duwp, far downy

wy

arure tresh,
“tslid, where

Journal, December 27, 1855.

Farewell to Springfield.

’Tis night, and through the window gleams the moon,
Shadowing weird figures on the walls, that seem
Half visible yet indistinct, and throws
Strange feelings o’er the soul, like those we feel
In youth’s sweet noontide; and a chime of bells,
Sweet, silver bells, that have a tongue of joy
Rolling on every heart a calm repose,
Comes wafted on the night wind, as it sweeps
Loughing across the heavens. Winter’s breath
Is breath’d upon us, and his icy hand
Has bound the murmuring waters like a slave;
But then it cannot cool the heart! When joy
Like some winged messenger of heaven comes down,
When hope like morning dews upon the flowers,
When love that weaves a woof of silver dreams,
Centers on things of earth, there is a rush
Of Passionate waves, that roll across the breast,
And the bleak breath of winter fails to freeze
The ever flowing waters.

Thus I stand,
Looking upon thy spires, upon thy homes,
Homes where all hearts are happy, and the glow
Of fond, young animation, like the flush
That spring-tide breathes upon the world; those homes
That never knew a sorrow, where the flowers

[col. 2]:

Are fadeless, glorious immortal gems
That bloom with changeless lustre all life’s year
Till looking on them we forget our hearts,
And dream, too fondly dream, terrestrial sweets,
As pure as those hereafter.

Marvel not,
That when bidding thee adieu, I drop
A silent tear, or heave a sigh or feel
As others feel. ’Tis not the cold unpassioned hand,
That sweeps the broken murmurs from my heart,
And weaves them into song; but down, far down,
Where dwell the loves and hates, some hand has touched
The deepest fountains, and the rolling waves
Come uttering broken murmurs, like some breath
That merely touches an Eolian harp
And passes but to die, yet not to die,
For faithful memory still will keep its tones
Treasured in secret haunts. Thus memory
Shall, often turning o’er life’s record, pause,
Linger, and drop a tear upon the page
That wears thy name, to keep the treasure fresh.
"Tis sweet to linger on the threshold, where
Fond recollections cling; yet fare thee well,
Perhaps forever, if so, fare thee well!

Chenery House, Dec. 23. J.M. LESLEY.
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The Johnson’s Building Years
(1856-1868)

1856

Joel Johnson Builds Three-Story Brick Building Across From Chenery House
at Northwest Corner of Washington and Fourth Streets

Joel Johnson didn’t stay in the furniture business for long. In 1856, he began
construction of five business houses at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington
Streets, west across the street from the Chenery House. This was to become the hotel that
he operated for 21 years.

Moze InrroveExENTS,—Mr. Joel Johnson is]
laying the foundations for five business houses, ’
two stories high, on his lots, just west of the|
Chenery House. The improvement will be an
important one to that part of our city. I

Journal, August 29, 1856 .

Springfield Hotels Described

Ifotel Accommodntions, '
In former times, much has been said of the
| want of suitable ncoommodations for steanjpors !
who may chance to visit Springlield, during the
#ossion of the General Assombly, snd wo saust
confess thore ywere some grounds of complaint
on this score.  Wilhin tho past two years great
chnnges have taken ploee in our eity, and in no
respect is this more apparent than in the come
forts and convonioncies which now distinguish
onr public houseas, Two new and commodious

botels huvo boon erectod, and the old ones bhave The Inat o Bouse §n Junt nbout W opern,
Leon eotirely refitted and refurnished, so s with entire new furniture, bhedding, &e., aud |
soarcely L0 Lo recognized by their furmer gucets, intended w be kopt Jn the very Lost style,  Bu
In view of the wanta of the erowd wiho may sides, there aro the Sangamon and Washings
bo expected to visit Springfeld during the ton hourey, of smatler capaeliies, at§1 perday,
months of Janesry and Telauary, wo have togathier ‘f‘-”' numorous  private  beanding
boen at somo palos to ascortain tho capacity hoawns, whioh sdidod W the above will give ne—
of our prinvipal hotels, for receiving and comedations fur aliont one thousnml guests,  Sa
tnking care of them. We suljoin o list of 3 tat : ! :
> B v will Lo visible o mony shapes thiv wintor,

El)cxxt., together with the nnmbor lll’.c}‘ onn com- and ‘wo tink it will ha's o d’ Invostmont fik
fortably accommoedato, and the price x;'r .!:a;\.lllw | wit who Linve: a little spave tidse, and a good

vomo om, a1l whao wish 30 se0 tho Eluphant, Tl

| mohy spnre dimes, to come and epend o fow
|rweetrut this Oaplial

Journal, December 31, 1856.
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1857

Joel Johnson Builds Three-Story Brick Building

. Five brick stores on corner of Washington and
' Fourth streets. Sizo, 45 by 90, three stories;
- with sliding or recess fronts of a new pattern;
Joel Johnson, owner; cost 812,000; Warnick &
| Bal), architects and builders; Geo. Wise, brick-
| layer; Ifosford & Young, plastercrs; Willard &
Zimmerman, painters; Donald’s putent compo-
gition roof by C. A. Smith.

Journal, Tuesday, January 6, 1857.

1857 Improvements

A block of five brick stores on the corner of Fourth and Washington Streets, 92 feet
front on Washington street, and 45 on Fourth street, three stories, and basement for
bath house, barber shop &c., under the whole building; owned by Joel Johnson. The
upper stories are finished off for private rooms and offices. Designed and drawn by
T. J. Dennis; Warwick & Ball builders; brick work by George Wise; plastering by
Hosford & Young; painting by Willard and Zimmerman. Cost $12,000

Journal, January 6, 1858.

Joel Johnson Advertises Rooms to Rent in New Block of Buildings

By February 17, 1857, Joel Johnson had completed construction of his new building
and advertised rooms for rent.

Rooms to Rente-Farnished or Unturnished,
YTHE SUBCRIBER HAS NOW ABOUT

ovtupivind his new block of Lalldings s

will rent Lhs rootms pow uuugcupum In thn secon

story, suitabile e guntlomen "oy Tor Gonliies,
N, P Also fonr store roome to nnl m-o o

Cuorner of dth and Washington -u-oou. lmmn‘hwl'l"--t o
the Chenery Iouse,

Journal, February 17, 1857
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Joel Johnson Real Estate to be Sold at Sheriff’s Sale

| e rn e e e LT
¢ SHERIEI'S SALE,
DY VIRTUE OF AN EXECUTION Y

} dirceted by the Clerk of the Circuit Coprt of

| Lounty, In the State of 1linois, i favor of €. Freeg 3
L nd against Joel Johuson, 1 have levied upon the {2

i described property, 10 wit: Lots 2, 3, 4, b in fei s

: eon's nddition to the city of Springheld, Mg, ¢

! perty of the said Joel sohnson, which 1 shul ofiz

, 8ale ut the Court Iouso ju Springficld, on .

{1 NONDAY, THE ith DAY OF APRI,MS,
| betwoen the hour of nine in the forenoon and sty

i day, for cash fn hund, to sutisly sald excoution.
i mrlo Y JOHN 00K, £2|

T e—

Journal, April 4, 1857.
1858
Creditors Public Sale of Joel Johnson Property
Theodore Lorence obtained judgement against and put up for public sale property

owned by Joel Johnson. (Lot 6 and the east eleven and a half feet of lot 5 in Block 9 and
lots 5 and 6 in Block 5 Old Town plat)

[T TESERNGERYT T T Snpnyuing SALE. hi |
el AT e e e e T Y VIRTUE: OF TWO EXECUTIONS: TO-
Jeol Johusaa, Emabth - yobusan, Sumiiel Stover, Jacsh | . §) wmo directed and dellvercd by the: Clerk of the Clrcult
Sersda el ok e\ S ‘qurte, Sargnmon couuty, in the State cLMMnols; oneln favos
UDLIC: NOTICE IS }lgﬁa@\:‘b‘a}}'ﬁ{f& -of dohnaen, Sicads & Coi A agatast Joo Jobhsont] Havs
Sanieh ot mn’.\pﬂrwm , D555, of tho Cirenit Gor 1t with- levied upon the followlng descritied property, to-wits N W i
i and for tho connty of Sangamor, State of 11liuol, tho noe ,6f 104 Noone, In Llock No1b old town ‘?hl of tho town (now”

derslgned whil el oa Monday, the 215t of June, A, D. 1608, Jeity) of Sprivgfleld, beglonivg d the X W cornpr of saldJot,,
}:‘m:: mmz g{.:. m;-‘:{ AM'd’d.:r l‘:,'l ;‘;ﬂhﬂ‘:‘m‘g’w;;: thonce running east forty fect on Waehington struet, thence

jrogatis Cour g [ 10 ol o gl el | {hcnes orth (0 the plackof Deginlngsas. (M- eopuity of

a3t eloven and & lnlf fort of 1e¢ five, (5,) bu Uisck number the anid;Joal Jobnson, which Tahall offer; atspubllc salo, ot

T Piut i 1ho Sty of Spelng “’.‘L‘n."l’f.‘%.ﬂli.‘h’.éﬁ’a" tho Couri Houso fu Sprivgfeld, Ju sald Stato,on , * -

fed and WLown o ::;fx own 1, or 20 mich thereof us S Tursdayy the 218t day of Sqremlery A, D. 18068, . |

oy be nescsary to satlefy inld decree) o0t tireen the hour of 9 o'cloek, A. M., and supset of sald day,
. - 1 d . i )
é%’m%?x‘nfg:;@h; e eASIbEL, fur cashifn bag, to spiity saldexecution. -
naydSdamtd 0 Master bn Clingcory, fangamen Co. sogdl " ey . JONN COOK, & C.

Journal, Tuesday, May 20, 1858. Journal, Thursday, May 20, 1858.
1859

Edward S. Johnson Joins Springfield Grays

Joel Johnson’s son, Edward S. Johnson, was 16 years old when he participated his
first military experience. He became a part of the Springfield Grays, a company of young
men organized in October 1859 by Ephraim E. Ellsworth who had come to Springfield to
read law in Mr. Lincoln’s law office.
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1860
Joel Johnson Listed in 1860 Census

In the 1860 census, Joel Johnson was listed as a 54-year-old who was born in New
York and who was a real estate dealer. He owned real estate valued at $25,000 and personal
property valued at $2,000. The census also listed his 35-year-old wife, Elizabeth, who
was born in Kentucky, and two children: Edward (I11.)(16), and John (I11.)(15).3

Joel Johnson Advertises “Tinsley Property” at Fifth and Madison for Sale or Rent

R {'OR SALE OR RENT.—THE DESIRABLE
dwelllng known as the Tinsley property, containing nine
| rooms, will be gold on low terms, or rented low to & ten-

ant. 1t has a good well and clstern, barn, smoko houte, &,
5t I situated on the corner of - Fifth and Madison streels, sec.
ond l{’lgckrfromlhc Square. Inquireof JOEL JOIINSON,

[ feh29dt ;

Journal, Wednesday, February 29, 1860.

Joel Johnson’s Testimonial for Ague Bitters

Sy et . " Brrixcrirty, Dee. Tst, 18H0, ¢
Dry M, M Von Deusen—Dear Sir: From my Inthmate knowl- .
| edge of the Chills and Fever, during o resldence of twenty- |
elght yearg Dy the West, Iinust say that L ghink your celebra.:
‘ted Aguve Bltters, s the best and most positive cure that J |
- have ever used or scen used, - Yours respeaifully, . ol
: - » JOEL JOIINSON,

Journal, Monday, May 7, 1860.

President-Elect Abraham Lincoln Moves Office to Johnson’s Building
Journal, Saturday, December 29, 1860.

On December 29, 1860, in anticipation of the meeting of the legislature, when the
Governor would need his office for his own wuse, Abraham Lincoln and
John George Nicolay, his 28-year-old German-born secretary, moved from the State House
to Number 4 of the Johnson Building at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington
streets, across the street from the Chenery House. It was a double parlor on the second
floor.

There, and in a vacant room over the store of C. M. Smith, Lincoln’s brother-in-
law, Lincoln closely observed the political actions of the Legislature. The copious letter
and newspaper files managed by John Nicolay were moved to the Johnson Building.
Nicolay spent all his time in the new office while Lincoln came in occasionally. Visitors
were received by the President-Elect at his home, a half mile southeast of the State House.

31 U.S. Census Office, Eighth Census of the United States (1860), Sangamon County, Illinois, p. 219.
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VIEW IN WASHINGTON STREET, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS.

This view of Washington Street shows the southwest corner of Johnson’s Block.

“Mr. Lincoin rented his house to Mr.
Tilton, muperintendent of the Wabash
raliway, and spent the last few weeks of
his stay In Bpringfield at the Chenery
Howse which was situated on the norin-
east corner of Washington and Fourth
streets,. Owing to the fact that the legla-
Inture met in the fore part of December,
Mr. Lincoln had to glve up his reception
toom In the state house, and Joel John-
son, an old-time friend of his, who had
recently erected some brick bulldings on
the northwest corner opposite the Che- |
nery House, offered him the use of his
double parlors In the second atory as a |
reception room for the remainder of his
stay, which Mr. Lincoln gladly accepted. '
Mr, Johnson's bulldings afterwarda be-
came known as the Rever.e Houae.

HMha wiehts Walnema Ar NN e

Journal, Thursday, February 13, 1919.

Late in December (1860), in anticipation of the meeting of the legislature, when
the Governor would need his office for his own use, Lincoln and Nicolay moved
from the State House to Johnson’s Building across the street from the Chenery
House. There, and in a vacant room over the store of C.M. Smith, his brother-in-
law, where he could work on his inaugural address in privacy, Lincoln spent most
of his time.

Paul M. Angle, Here I Have Lived.*

32 Angle, p. 259.
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From his headquarters just a block west of the State House in Number 4 of the
Johnson Building at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington, Abraham
Lincoln closely observed the political actions of the Legislature.

Sunderine and Wayne C. Temple, Abraham Lincoln and Illinois’ Fifth Capitol >

Next day was Christmas (December 25, 1860). As the weather had again turned
inclement, and the holidays tended to keep people at home, the week was a quiet
one. It was also the last in which the casual visitor could have easy access to the
President Elect. Lincoln relinquished the Governor’s room in the State House, his
office since early in the canvass, for the Illinois legislature was soon to assemble
and the room would be needed. The copious letter and newspaper files managed
by John Nicolay were moved to a room in Johnson’s Building, across from the
Chenery House, a well-known Springfield hotel a block west of the State House.
Nicolay spent all his time in the new office while Lincoln came in occasionally.
Visitors were received by the President Elect at his home, a half mile southeast of
the State House.

William A. Baringer, A House Dividing >*

On January 7, 1861, the Twenty-Second General Assembly opened its First
Session. The members still lacked adequate space for committee meeting. As a
result, they had to rent outside accommodation. Joel Johnson leased a room to the
Judiciary Committee, probably in his building on the northwest corner of Fourth
and Washington. That cost $35.

Wayne C. Temple, Abraham Lincoln and Illinois’ Fifth Capitol.®
Lincoln’s Secretary, John G. Nicolay, Writes of the Move to Johnson’s Building

Mr. Lincoln and I moved out of our room at the State House yesterday. He went
down to his own house where he will stay most of the time to receive visitors, and
I have come to a room in what is called Johnson’s Building just across the street
from the Chenery House. It is quite a good room, about twenty feet square nicely
furnished. This I shall occupy both as a bedroom and office. I shall be here all the
time at work, and Mr. Lincoln will come over occasionally when I need his advice
or he my immediate assistance. It is a very comfortable place if I can keep the
crowd out during the session.
John G. Nicolay?*

3 Capitol, p. 171.

3 Baringer, p. 124.

35 Capitol, p. 171.

3 This was a letter to Nicolay’s finance Therena Bates who lived in Pittsfield, Illinois. Image 55 of John G. Nicolay
Papers: General Correspondence, 1811-1943; 1860, Nov.11-Dec. 30, 1860.
Image provided by: Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
Link to the full image: https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss34736.00205/?sp=55
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1861

John G. Nicolay Writes of Lincoln in Johnson’s Building
January 6, 1861

Mr. Lincoln brought in seventy-five
letters yesterday — an increase that
doesn’t specially gratify me as I am
yet some days behind since I moved
down here.

John G. Nicolay

Abraham Lincoln to Meet Public in His Office in Joel Johnson’s Building

The Journal of February 6, 1861 announced that during Abraham Lincoln’s last
week in Springfield, Lincoln would see visitors only at his office, No. 4 Johnson’s building
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. each day.

37 Image 7 of John G. Nicolay Papers: General Correspondence, 1811-1943; 1861, Jan.-Feb.
Image provided by: Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
Link to the full image: https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss34736.00206/?sp=7
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wpnw SDAY. 7 ummuu' o, 1861,

V—@".'l‘ho prcsont woek “poing tho last that
Mr) Ta§cony. remainsg’ at bpringﬁcld andig being:
indispensible that he ghould’ have n-portion of
hig time to himself, he will sce visitors, only at
his office, No. Johnson's building,. ﬁom 3 ]._,

‘to i o’clock; P M., -each-day.

Journal, Wednesday, February 6, 1861.
Abraham Lincoln and Family Move to Chenery House

A few days before leaving for Washington, Lincoln and his family removed to the
Chenery House, then the leading hotel of Springfield. On the morning of his departure, he
came down to the hotel office, and declining the proffered help of the attendants, roped his
trunks with his own hands. Then, taking some of the hotel cards, he wrote on the backs this
simple address:

A. Lincoln
White House
Washington, D. C.3#

3 https://archive.org/stream/lincolnspringfie00sons/lincolnspringfie00sons_djvu.txt
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President-Elect Lincoln’s Office in No. 4 Johnson’s Building

By Richard E. Hart ?
AT A Board Member and Former ALA President [ Yo

Shortly after Abraham Lincoln was
elected President in November 1860. he
sought an office for receiving visitors and
for use by his secretary. John Nicolay.
Governor John Wood offered his
chambers in the Old State Capitol and 1t
was here that Lincoln officed until late in
December 1860. The Illinois Legislature
was to convene on January 7 and
Govemor-Elect Richard Yates would take
office on January 14. Wood and Yates
would need both the Governor’s Chamber
for their own uses, and Lincoln and his
secretary. Nicolay. would have to move.

Lincoln did just that in late December
1860. when he moved his office to No. 4
Johnson's Building at the northwest
corner of Fourth and Washington streets.
This remained his office until he departed

Johnson’s Building—Revere House 1873

Springfield on February 11, 1861. a total
of about 40 days.

William E. Baringer 1n his book 4 House
Dividing described the move:

Next day was Christmas (December 25, 1860).
Lincoln relinquished the Governor’s room in
the State House, his office since early in the
canvass, for the Illinois legislature was soon to
assemble and the room would be needed. The

copious letter and newspaper files managed by
John Nicolay were moved to a room in
Johnson’s Building, across from the Chenery
House, ..a block west of the State House.
Nicolay spent all his time in the new office
while Lincoin came in occasionally.

One hundred and fifty years later. on a
mellow October aftenoon. I walked west
on Washington Street from my office on
the North Side of the Old State Capitol
Square. It was a walk that I had taken
hundreds of times. but this one was
different. I looked up as I waited for the
light to change at Fourth and Washington
streets, and there 1t was in plain sight—a
mud-nineteenth century three-story
commercial building. now home to A-1
Lock.

Is this a remnant of the Johnson's Building
where President-elect Lincoln officed?

(continued on page 2)

(continued from page 1)

I searched for photographs, drawings, and
newspaper articles  about Johnson's
Building. Curtis Mann, libraran at the
Sangamon  Valley  Collection  of
Springfield’s Lincoln Library, found and
shared with me a photograph of the west
side of the Johnson's Bwlding circa
1870s. The photograph is to the right.

I walked around the A-1 Lock building
and noticed that the windows and a door
on the west side had been bricked-n |
compared those bricked in openings with
the circa 18705 photograph.  They
matched  The same was true when [
compared the stull remaining chimneys
on the A-1 Lock building with those m
the Johnson's Building pictured on the
previous page. A perfect match

It was in the Johnson's Building that
Lincoln received wvisttors from 3:30 1o
5:00 pm durmng the week of February 6,
1861, as evidenced by the Daily State
Journal aricle of Wednesday, February
6, 1861

Daivy State ool
| WEDNESDAY, PEORUARY, 0, 1801,

T Tho presont wock bolng tho last that
'“méomg%mn(ﬁa’ig’ﬂpﬁngﬂnld.and-!; being
indigponaible that ho should" have. n-portion of
i (ime to himaolf, o will e visitors, only at
his oftiee, No, 4 Johnson's building, from 3 1-9‘

Lo fi o'olocky 1 3ty enchday.
————

This indeed was a remaining portion of a
much larger building known as Johnson's
Building and sometimes the Revere
House or Hotel, that once housed the
office of Abraham Lincoln It 15 now a
newly identified remaining part  of
Lincoln’s Springfield.

October 2019 photographs of the A-1 Lock
building, now verified to be a remnant of
the Johnson's Butlding where President-
alect Lincoln officed for 40 days in 1861

39

Civil War: Edward S. Johnson Mustered
Into Company I, 7th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry

The Battle of Fort Sumter prompted President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 75,000

volunteers to serve for 3 months (the longest time allowed by the Constitution without
Congressional approval). The Sangamon County recruits included several militia
companies that were already uniformed and partially trained. Notably the “Springfield
Grays” offered its services to Governor Richard Yates on April 16, 1861 and was mustered

3 For The People, the newsletter of The Abraham Lincoln Association, Springfield, Illinois, Winter, 2019.
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in as the 7th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Company I. The recruits were organized
at Camp Yates on the outskirts of Springfield and mustered into Federal service by
Captain John Pope on April 25th, 1861. The Springfield Grays served 3 months in
the Union Army between April 25 — July 25, 1861.%

As sergeant of his company, E. S. Johnson, then a lad of eighteen, had the honor of
leading the first squad of armed men into Camp Yates a few days after the firing upon Fort
Sumter. Camp Yates was located at the old Illinois State Fairgrounds site (currently the
site of Dubois Elementary School). Throughout their training the men lived in the state
fair’s stables, which provided considerable comfort and relief from the elements. Despite
being the first troops raised in Illinois, the regiment was numbered the 7th Illinois, paying
homage to the six Illinois infantry volunteer regiments that were raised to fight in
the Mexican—American War fourteen years earlier. During their service part of the
regiment wore gray zouave uniforms with orange piping.

In May 1861, they departed Camp Yates, and went on duty at Alton, Cairo, Mound
City, lllinois and then at St. Louis, Missouri until July, 1861.

Civil War: Edward S. Johnson Mustered
Into Three Year Service in Company I, 7th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry

At the end of the initial three-month enlistment, on July 25, 1861, Edward was
mustered into the three-year service as First Lieutenant of the 7th Infantry.

On April 22, 1864, he was promoted to the rank of Major. He was honorably
discharged on July 9, 1865 with the rank of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel. He participated
with his regiment in the battles of Shiloh and Altoona Pass and was a part of Sherman’s

army on its victorious march to the sea.
1862

Joel Johnson Selling Lumber Business Inventory
Joel Johnson, in addition to being a hotel keeper, conducted a lumber and supply

business. Here he advertises the sale of his stock as he was discontinuing the lumber
business.

TO”J.‘HE RS - o B R VG P

'he subscriber Ia desircus of discontinulog the lumber bu-
sinzss aud proposes Lo close out bis.wbo!e atuck. at a small
advance, on’ cosf, cousating In'part: of 120,00 Green Bay'
shingles of Buperior quallly;together with'au endiess var ety-
of Jtwber too numerous to mention." .Oal :aoon |: iou‘-v'vlo"'
bargdina. . Yard situated on lot: immediately south .- 8, M~
Tiosley’a Mil, 5o fret S S v o REL JOHNSON,.

July19'd&wlm . MR NGy DY ST (e

Journal, Tuesday, July 22, 1862.

40 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Illinois_Infantry_Regiment_(3_Months)
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1864
Letter From Capt. Edward Schrader Johnson

Edward Schrader Johnson’s letter to his father Joel was reported in the Journal on
January 11, 1864. He reported that his regiment had reenlisted for the war. They would
probably start for the North about January 1, 1864. He gave detail of the service rendered
by the 7™ for seven days beginning on December 11.

Jocl Johnson, Esq, presented A letter from
'Capt E. S. Johnson, stating that the regiment
had re-enlisted for tho war, and that they onld
probably start for the North about tho first of

 January, also giving a detail of tho servico
rendered by the old fighting 7th for seven days,
commeneing December 11th, which, of itself, is
a record well worthy of preservation, and ro-
ﬂogts great credit upon that gallant littlo band,

Journal, Monday, January 11, 1864. Edward Schrader Johnson
William Todd Falls Into Cistern in Joel Johnson Lumber Yard

Joel Johnson was still operating a lumber yard in January 1864, when William Todd
fell into a cistern on Johnson’s property.

Nnmow Escuz —chterdnx as', Mr. Wm.
..j Todd was carfying an arm full ‘of wood cross
the lumber yard of Joel Johnson, 'Esq.,‘ho stcp-
pediupon a cistern the covering, which /was of
boards, slipped; and he fell . partially into 1t
hanging only by his extended arms, IIxs cnes
“brought & small boy to'the place,mwho \ww, un-
‘able to help him, butfwent for,, assistance wlnch
“arrived just in mne 'to save Mr, Todd from’drop
- pmg into tho ustern, a9 he was nearly ex-
hausted s TR i

P S e (LI . L.'-. ) LRI
yo .

Journal, Tuesday, January 19, 1864.
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John Johnson Mistakenly Identified as Person in Police Court

© Exrraxamiox.—The John Johnson, ‘whoso
name appeared in the proceedings.of the police
court, on Thursday last, was not the s_on_'ot,'one;l
Johnson, Esq., of this city, as some may have
supposed from the nanies being the same. .

Journal, Monday, February 1, 1864.
1865

Letter From Major Edward S. Johnson, Joel’s Son

- Whrough the ssurtesy of Mr, Joul Jodhason,
of this cily, wo bave oo parsitied fo aee &
peivale letter from hlasee, Myjor Edwend]
8, Jshoson, of the T IXuoly TInfantry, deted
wl Fryotierie, N. 0., March 18.h, two daye
whor the ocoepative of that plice by Geoeeal
. Bherwan,

Aajer Johnyoa reports {he snoy mwaseh ln
want of shoes, clothing, k2., and mech fatigued,
Bat otlerwiss B exoofiont conditlon asd fhe
Bast of spirite. Tne sasunities In the 7ok regl
2eat wuosatod Lo coly two Lslwoan Savncenh
sud Payettorille-ons wan %illed in sclion and
ane d ) io Ing the Sulkohatahis, Six

gonies of the Teginent were 4 and
e duty at Gen, Logra's headquartors, the re-
waining feur were enfoal,  The whelo regiaent
s armed with the Heary regeating rifio, sad
&1 preparsd b2 do most elfective service,
. A= it march feom Savannah General Bhar.
wan's, foromm fomed forage abwalssd, but (he
#onds wera gennrally bed. They had uo gan-
wral “ballle, theugh skirmishing wea kept up
nzarly the whelo distezcs frau Slster's Fersy
om the Savarmsh, 1o Fayelterilly,

Journal, Friday, March 31, 1865.

Assassination of President Abraham Lincoln and Return of His Body to Springfield

This is a photo of the south side of the Chicago & Alton Railroad Depot on the morning of
May 3, 1865, he day Abraham Lincoln’s body was returned to Springfield for burial.
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Major Edward S. Johnson Returns to Springfield at End of Civil War

After Colonel Edward S. Johnson returned home at the close of the Civil War,
another military company was organized in Springfield known as the Springfield Zouaves.
This was a crack military organization which gave exhibitions of drilling and entered
competitions in neighboring cities and states. It was prominent in the social life of
Springfield and its dances and dinners are well remembered by the older inhabitants.*!

By an executive order of Governor William Henry Bissell on January 23, 1860, the
Springfield Zouaves became the Governor’s Guard. Colonel Johnson was elected captain
of this company at its organization and remained its leader until 1878, when he resigned.
In later years it became the Governor’s Guard Veteran Corps and Colonel Johnson was
elected its president and held this office until his death.

1866
Joel Johnson Joins Second Presbyterian Church
On May 6, 1866, Joel Johnson joined the Second Presbyterian Church, known as

the abolitionist church. The church was located on the west side of Fourth Street between
Adams and Monroe streets and its minister was Rev. Albert Hale.

Edward S. Johnson Advertises Building Materials

In a Journal newspaper advertisement dated January 1, 1866, Edward S. Johnson,
Joel’s son, advertised that he was the successor to his father, Joel, in the lumber business.

41 Memorials of Deceased Companions of the Commandery of the State of Illinois, by Military Order of the Loyal Legion
of the United States. Commandery of the State of Illinois, pp.632-636.
https://books.google.com/books?pg=PA634&lpg=PA634&dq=springfield+illinois+hotels+joel+johnson&sig=ACf
U3U2R3j54aHNER7PNOY0e9mm967gLtA&id=bagNAQAAIAAJ&ots=a960IRUzgk&output=text
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Joel Johnson: Springfield Hotel Keeper The Johnson’s Building Years (1856-1869)

LUNMBELR, LAME, 550,

. -
E. 8. Johmsomn,
(SUCCESSOR 10 J. JOUNSOX))
Deanler in

Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Pimber,
Posts, Fence Pickets, Doors,
Doors, 8ash, Blinds, Lime,
Hair, Ilte,

Ofice and vard west of the €, A. & SLIL R,
pear 1, Post & Co.'s Graln Elevator,

L7 Also eomumﬂ{ on bond Beckley's Cemont
Pitch and Roofiug Felt, and Dr. Boyuton's Metalle
Roofing Varnlsh, for Tin Roofs,

rderk by person or by mafl will secure .wom‘yl
Jan'dG

and camflfnfumlou.

Journal, Saturday, July 21, 1866.

Joel Johnson Advertises Johnson’s Block for Sale or Lease

In a Journal newspaper advertisement printed on December 5, 1866, Joel Johnson
advertised the building known as the Johnson’s Block, which had been enlarged, renovated

and arranged for a hotel with upwards of 100 rooms. It was to open during December
1866.

FOXE SAY.E AND 70O LR,
I‘\OR RENT—IIOTEL.—The building

known as Johuoson's Block, corner Four
and Washington streets, Springfeld, 1il, which hag

| been enla:f:d. renovated and arrangod for = hote}
| now containing upwards of onoe huudred 1001y,
“T'his bouse §s situated injthe busineas portion of the
¢ity, near the Puablic Square, and is but vue blogk
from the Chicago & Alton rallroad depot sod funye
diately west of the Clienery llonwe. Will be resdy
to opon during tue present inonth of Decembog,
Ferms reasonable.  For furtber Suforination addreys

orapply to JOELJOIINSON;

dec{:nl Springfield, ].I).,_ ¥, 0. Box 396,

—————

Journal, Wednesday, December 5, 1866.
1867

Gas Fixtures Advertised For Sale
at Joel Johnson’s New Building

GAS ITNIXTURILS,
alvo gas etearn and lerd pipe of all sizes, at the
v1;,,\;;:;3‘1;)-'1505411):::r?;(;icai Ou'r pHou: iz in '.\lr.'Jub(-‘l'
Johnzon's uew - hullding, site Che
Tonter iHlding, Qppqeuc _Ihci:: %iu.gcry

Journal, Thursday, January 17, 1867.
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Drs. Lord & Barrell Advertise Office in Johnson’s Building

B 8. LORD, K D, - M. C. BARRELL M. D,
i DRS, LORD & BARRELL

Have formed a partnership for the purposeof prac-
ticing mc;dlcfnc and enrcc‘ry. Omcg. %t cb'd «fr
Johnson's bullding, between Third and Fourth
gtreets, Dr. Barrell may be found at the oftice at
-8l hours, and will attend to calle In the city and
country. AP . febioddm. -

Journal, Thursday, February 21, 1867.

Joel Johnson Granted Permit to Run Hand Cart
From Hotel to Depot

. Tho petition of Joel Johnaon for privilego

to run & haud oart from his hotel to 0. & A/

jdqp,o_t;-\ms gra'uted.f-"j SO :

Journal, Tuesday, April 2, 1867.
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1867 Springfield Perspective Drawing by Albert Ruger+

42 Albert Ruger’s map can be seen on the Library of Congress web site at https://www.loc.gov/item/73693374/.

The Johnson’s Building Years (1856-1869)

Johnson’s Building
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1868

Edward S. Johnson Takes Five Month European Tour
(March 30, 1868-September 1868)

Major Edward S. Johnson was engaged in business in Springfield from the close of
the rebellion for more than two years. In consequence of impaired health, and for
observation, he planned a European tour, and in company with Dr. Rufus S. Lord, left
Springfield on March 30, 1868. They went by steamer from New York to Liverpool, thence
to London, and from there to Paris. Thence to Nice on the Mediterranean; entered Italy at
Genoa, thence to Pisa, Leghorn and Naples. They visited Herculaneum, Pompei, Vesuvius,
etc. From Naples to Rome, Florence and Verona. In Austria, they visited Trieste and
Vienna, thence to Dresden in Prussia. From there to Berlin, Potsdam, Cologne, down the
Rhine to Coblentz and Mayence, where they left the Rhine, and visited Baden-Baden,
Heidelberg and Strasbourg, entered Switzerland at Basle, thence to Berne, Luzerne, Mount
Rigi, Martigny, and by the mountain pass Tete Noir to Chamonix, in the midst of the
mountain region, including Mont Blanc. Thence to Geneva, by Diligence, and from there
to Paris, where he met Dr. Lord, whom he had previously left at Strasbourg. They
proceeded to London, thence to Edinburgh, Scotland, and back to Liverpool, where they
took steamer for New York. From the latter city they proceeded to Saratoga, Ticonderoga,
on Lake George, Plattsburg, Ogdensburg, Prescott, Montreal, Quebec, Toronto, Niagara
Falls, Buffalo and Sarnia, where they took steamer on the lakes for Chicago, reaching
Springfield early in September.*

While Edward S. Johnson was on his five-month European tour, his step brother,
John R. Campbell, was helping his step father, Joel Johnson, at the Revere House.
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The Revere House Years
(1869-1877)

1869
Description of Joel Johnson’s Revere House
Joel Johnson and his “courteous and truly gentlemanly assistant, Major E. S.

Johnson, has assumed control. The House has undergone thorough repairs...There are
larger hotels than the Revere, but none more comfortable and pleasant to stop at.”

1 R e on gy o, rroe ,

@ }}ngm Housz.L-Thm vory popnlar hotjol

--popular, Tiecaiiso of,.xts nblq ‘mifinagomont
m}g hopio-1ikd, comfons'whlcl,'it nﬁ’orﬂs,
|nwo m‘ploma to Xow, being.libarslly.pa-
HGnlAga, by the, tpvolini. pobiféch gmfu-
'Mr.’ Jool’ Joliﬁsoﬁ " withr“his ‘o eous and
tmly gentlommlly mswtant, Majon E.- 8,
“I0ison. hias’ assifficd'cohtro),” the House
_‘hm\nde\-gono"}}}c{ough Topai’ apd is in‘
all ity apmmlnfents ‘ono. Amongst.4he mmt
“connfortablo~nfid e convonignt, hotels, (o bo
-ifoundlnlho Btato: 1<t i 1 :
g dhatng Foor’ is’si)acxo us, ppd lnma
*fonely” arrangod, t-wh}le Aho parlors mul
I sleepmgrooms aro lmgo, woll and vonhlat-
"oy skl i tho offcgnd zecép

~Hlonxpoms nro convomoni nndtmtotully
~fitted up; Tho house hopt, is o

:mth conv‘ouienco?md @mm ;!Thoxﬁ}
Jait, hotoll ‘Ehih /406, Reverd, Jit, nono-
more do Orthblo and. plemnt to ntOp at. hi

Ifl.k.q.") WV 20 iy AT ol L e

Journal, Saturday, July 10, 18609.
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Edward S. Johnson Marries Laura Clinton

On August 10, 1869, Edward Johnson was married to Laura Clinton of Springfield,
Illinois.

1870

Joel Johnson Advertises Revere House

REV]LRE ]IOUSE !
- Springfleld, Ilinois, -

’.l‘ho um\cui ed haviug assumed the active man-

2 'gement of this spacious Hotel, 50 well knownns tho

REVERE HOUSE,” respectiully solicits for it tho-

. patronago of tholnvdlug publlc. 'rlm huuso is aitn-
ated on the corner of

- FOURTII AND w.\smwa'rov STm-‘b'N.
in closo proximity to tho Ohleago and Alton Rallroad :
Passonger Dopol and near tho center of thobusinesa
porl!oﬁ of thocil { It has undergono thorongh ro
- pafra, and {8, in all it appointmeuts, one of the most
comrorlablo nml com oMent llotols in tho State,
~ Jnlydas . J, JOIINSON, -

Journal, Thursday, April 14, 1870.
1871
Second Presbyterian Church Constructed at Fourth and Monroe Streets

Joel Johnson was a Trustee and member of the Building Committee for the
construction of a new church for the Second Presbyterian Church at the northwest corner
of Fourth and Monroe Streets.

\\:’hen' completed, the Ohurch will cost
betweon $76,000 and $80,000..: Messra,.J
0. Conkling, E: B. Hawley, A. Ea.stman,
,Jool Johnson and J. G, Loose, are the Trus-
tees and Bmlding Committee. Too muoch
: credit cannot be awarded these gentlemen.
_for the thorough manner in which they have
“discharged their duty, They have loft
' nothmg undone in tho fmthfnl disohnrgo of
the:t trnat. R Qe

Journal, Monday, January 2, 1871.
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Joel Johnson Advertises for Good Dining Room Girls at Revere House

"\A/ANTED,—Good dining-room - girls
at Revero IMouse, Also, good store rooms to
rcnlt! in ssmo bullding, Jately cocupled by I, & B, B,

R. R.
Jupeldir

+ JOELJOUNSOXN;

S oo al

Journal, Monday, June 5, 1871.

Joel Johnson Advertises Revere House

REVERE  HOUSE,

S8PRINGFIELD, ILL.

« Tho undersigned Iuvlngiuumod Lhe active tnan-
agelﬁent of this #paclons; hotel, #o well knnown 2;
the “‘Revero Jlonse, reapeetfolly soMcite’ for it tho
patronage of s travelirg publle,. &
- Tho houes ia situsted on ths corner of Wasbing.
g:s‘ e?g% y:“i‘l'tl ami{lla]. lndc;?'e proxhinity (o the
on’ Rallroad' Vasrengoer Depol, and
within ne block of the Capito) Bullding, "
It has undorgono thorough repairs, and is, in all
| Its appoloiments, one of tho moal comferiable and
| convenlent lotels In the Stata, .
Commercial men wilh samples will And it fo.
thoir intarest to call, - J, JOUNRON, '
noviddite . 3 Proprictor,

Journal, Wednesday, November 15, 1871.

Description of Joel Johnson’s Revere House

A ——

Rxvernr: Houvar.—This honse is now un-
der the personal management of Ar. Jocl
Johnson, long and favorably known to the
traveling publioc as one who knows how to
koop a good hotel. Tho houso is situatod
near the depota of tho OChicago & Alton
and Springflcld & Southeastern railroads,
and within ona blook of tho publio square.
The house has Leaen put in thorough re-
pnir, and is in all its nppointmoents a coms-
forlable and desirablo hotel. Sco card in
another column of to-day’s papor. . = -

o a e

Journal, Wednesday, November 15, 1871.
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1872
Perspective Drawing of Springfield
The Bird’s Eye View of Springfield shown below was drawn in 1872 by artist

Augustus Koch. I have identified several of the places and streets associated with Joel’s
Springfield life.

(o)

el . ,;/;/‘--n : Mill

] X 4
— ,/ li 3
',[ \-‘"»

Railroad Station

Revere Hotel

Chenery House

Washington Jefferson
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The Revere House Years (1869-1877)

1873

Death of William D. Chenery
(1790-1873)

I MmLorlnma‘-\ﬂllu\m . Qh nn;y. u

\\hlllun D’ Obenery, who dild o vhis dity
on the 218t Inak., was'borii on  the'first ‘dey 0
May, mo. nt Doyston, Worcemr county,

Massachusstis. Ho was thid | eldeis ohlld of: :
Dr. 'l'lnl}cul and Mary Olnnq——hli mothers-| -

malden nmo was Dpddo. -Uis, f-lhe?r was l,
very emineat phméhu. wha tolfond ‘hi pro-;
fuslou many yom ‘and dM itslho l.dunced‘

age of nfnet;-one.! Mr. Obanery, }:M o |
Lrothers and  thirdo slstérs; tivo of "Whe lattes |

nOW ml-]lng in tho north x:mol" the State,, ‘o
Ho was ' marrled in * December; 1826¢" 10
Al I'ntdrldglc who now survives hims he
leavesa family, to moarn his lou, of four

dons nod three daughters,

Posscrsed of great energy and onurprln of |-

charaeier, ko naw. ally thou. bt of the dlmn_n.'
West and the Misafesijpl Valley ss the proper
place for a homo tor himself and family. In
the year 1631 he came West'on o prowpécling’
lonr—-mu examining different parts of the

‘country, ba dealded to galect Morgan county;.

Iillnola, as bl fatars homo, < Ma returnedto|

Massachusetts darlog the winter of the deep.
E00W, | 1831-9 on borsoback, = Journey of many’
weeks and miuch hardstlp, bat not altogether
uncongeninl to & wan of- his- posltive charac.

ter and firm® regolve. Unving .. mado s kis |-

lmngome'nu ke bid fapowell to his paronts
‘and enrly frieads and remosed in July 1832
with his family and postled’ on's farm tmo
mlleu from Juchonvlllo, in what was then and
wince known ns Diamond Grove, .

Lo afterwards’s moved to, Juhonvmo and

was engaged o averchandisd ﬁor soveral? qu'
In 1838 he removéd to & farm’ fiear Dathol.*
. In 1848 ho engaged In tho hotel besiness
In Jacksoisillo, o whlch:0coupatlon e ' was
engaged, with the exception” of two or three
vesra Of 'lelaure, the rest of :his life. Mo
took chargoof the American Houss at Spring
field - In 1852; purchased -in - 1885 of: Joel-
Johnzon, tneotel which las sinco been 5o
favorably; known oser the: country'ui e
 Okenory House, whore ha has assoclated with
bimeclf fn tbe control and manegement threo
of hlssons, -

Mr, Obancr:c ‘debth was rathor uuﬂdun.
u:wgh boing in his soventy-elghth - yesr, and
of hu in_ deolining health, . cosld net bo

d. On :Th 'j, nlght-
ke wn attacked witlr & violent fover, the - ‘force
of which was scated on  hls, bralo, . Tio, was
delirlous during the gnnur pomon of lils:
ilincas, bat ot times when the fover ‘seeinsd to,
bs p-nhg away, his mind cleared ‘and.as
serted ito superiority over all- bodily infirmi-
tios. - Ho then fully nppreciated his “situation
and all its surroundipge. l’emlnll’y and,
with aweet chinsuing re-l;musn bo recog-
_wlzed tho eolemn hct that vilh ‘his- ndnnocd_

his systens, thas his days weze numbered), and”
nia unhly lifo must give placs to the eternal
one.

Ia &nvcmlhn with tlu Rey, Mr, Shaw and
the Rev. Albest Hale, bo expressed his per-
. feet conlid aod wljl 6 Lo, die, trust.
Ang fa tho truth aed guoo of our beloved |
Savior for his sanctification and lmmoxul K
life,

Darlng the Jast few days of his life, though
wery weak and often suffering, ho was espe”
clally thoughtful and d of. all his
frlends, nad members of his own fanuly, who
waited by his bedalde, "and miinistercd to all’
hils wante, with such watchfal oyes nd ready
hands, vnlnly loplng to poupono the rn.uA
hoar.

Submisaively nllgled m death;. ho ,echn\y
passed away supported by Cbeistien falth, -

Few men in Central Iliinols were 80 woll
dnd favorably koown to, lho lmvelm publm
Being st the head'ol I‘pnpuhr Yotol for more
than tweniy years' ln the | Capltal city ol‘ this
State, ho iy made the ]
wF ranstall tbq_wbllo_mg of.the state. . and |
durlng the candiddcy of ‘Abrabam Lincoln for | -
the presidency; of mauy of. _meat emloens |
(men of the Unioi} all of, 'vhqn will’ rcnnnbcr
bim with kind and for bis cordial
welcnmo and strlet nnnuon to unlt com.
fort. y

At the dhrupuou ot d:o Whlg puly, -ud t
during tho polllho.moul contest’ on il |
slavery question which p d the rebeillc
‘bo beennc a n:emh:roh.[u Republitan pny,
natrally carried there by his Jove of, Diberty,
hatred of oppresdion,” and moral and religlous
coavietlons. Darln‘ the _war_he was B CoB-
sistent and cutbusfestio friend of tke.Union. | |

o wAs ;Inyl a man of doclded oplninn-, bu |
he vever nliowed lls political views ‘nd Jeol-
iogs to interrapt of mor the pleasara of Wis
scoial Intercourse with bls frieads, who might |~
bo.d different [nllunl ldu-..

He was a-jaan of 100 cniarged Iutelllgelwe
and thpkh and*breadth of _sbaraster, not'to-
willinglr conceds to, others, what he would

' | have moat- -uuuwﬂy claimed for kimself,

free and Independent conviotions on all quaa~:
tlons of o political or religious nature.i

As » maa he was endowed with warm'feel- |°
iog and genercus lmpalses, If st moy thme

he was impatient, aod sald or did aoythiog |-

caleulated to wound the scosibilities of any
persan, he was tho first to ngut {8 l‘or cor~
dhluy .und good-qn of heart were dceply

P d In lus dispoaisl

He was an c.mell. sincere " und falibful.
frlond; o most dafo«ed h\ubund & kind and
indulgent fatber: | It was fo’the inner home.
cirele where the most beautiful trafts of char”
‘nrtér sad the puruy of hh yvholo Iltc was bLeat
koown ~ and  most 3uufu“y ﬁ.-eognlnd lud
Apmchud. -

Journal Thursday, October 23, 1873
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1876

Description of Joel Johnson’s Revere House

The Journal newspaper of January 1, 1876, described the Revere House. It had
between 60 and 70 large and airy sleeping rooms, well ventilated, and handsomely
furnished with clean beds, beautiful carpets, mirrors and one of the best tables in the city.
Col. Edward S. Johnson, an accomplished gentleman, is superintendent of the hotel and
does everything possible for the comfort and pleasure of the guests. A news depot is
connected to the office and a wagon yard is opposite for teams.

Islu I’I'Rls' IIOU. 'Is

Ly ‘.l!hi-h popuhu mu( wull kuown lml.ol
' is situated on the cornér ot Wnshhu, P
* ton and 4 streels. | The location RER

; dlusirablo ono, being. withini one block.

101: the passengor depot'of lho Chlc.‘ngo,

Alton and; St Louis railwiy, . and only

* two blocks from the depot of: the Dhio!

“and - Mississippl * railvoad, “making It
. casy of access for counnuu.d travelers
tand allothersjwho may mriveon sither |
(of the above named roads. I isn fing '
:lmlmlng having buelweon, 60 and 70. |
Do and adry, sleeping rooms, well;
‘vmnlxl.ntcd and handsomely furnished, |
J with clean 'lmds. beautiful carpets, miv-
frors-and everything else necessavy: for
'lhu convonionce and ‘comforb. of the:
stravoler or those who mny be sojourn-
3 ing in the city for n fow days or weeks,
LPhe honse las the . repntution. of fur-
ulislnng one of tho best tables in the
{ eivy, supplying ils. gucqls with all 'the
'«h.tic.u.wq of the suusun .lml the best
i the  market  affords, © ‘Joel ' Johnson,
i Bsq., Lle proprictor, has been a resident
L of - this cily forly-two  yeurs—forty
L years of Lho Ltime ho bas -been in the
hotel businoess, and he knows just how
!.o keap o hotel and make @ home for
a his guests.  Col. . 5. Johmson, an- e«
P complished gentloman, is snpaerintend~
tont of tho establishment, and ' does
'ovuyllllng possible for the comfort
{ aml pleasure of the ‘guests."A ‘noews

depot is connected with the oflice, mul.

i“ wigon w\rd opposilo lm' teams. 2

Journal, Saturday, January 1, 1876.
Attempt to Steal Lincoln Body and Reburial
On November 7, 1876, after the unsuccessful attempt to steal the body of President

Lincoln from its resting place in the marble sarcophagus in the north room of the
monument, fears were entertained by the trustees of the Lincoln Monument Association as

64
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to its future safety. It was decided to select a few men whose honor was beyond question
to be entrusted with the burial of the casket containing the President’s body within the
confines of the monument known only to themselves. Those chosen were John C. Power,
who was at that time custodian of the monument, Major Gustavus S. Dana, Gen. Jasper T.
Reece, Colonel Edward S. Johnson, Joseph P. Lindley and James F. McNeill.

1877

Springfield Hotels

ZEOT LS.

Springfield has always been noted for .
ita excellent hotel aecommodations.
Even injthelcarly days, when a little clus-
ter offhouses was allffthat existed on the
present site of the city, people from far
and near sounded the praises of the ho-
tels. It is impossible to state with a de

gree of certainty who carried on the first
hotel,and when it was opened to the pub

lie. The National Iouse stood on Adams
gircet, between Third and Fourth. at a
very enrly duy. It wns n
long, low frume building, and has had
the honor of shellering, in its day, men
whose numes have gone into history. The
building, long ago, fecll into decay, and
has been removed. Al a very ear){. day,
Joel Johnson built a hotel on what is
now West Jefferson street. He had in
the larger portion of his furniture, when
the building caught fire and burned
down. Nearly everything was destroyed.
Mr. Johnson was not-dismaved, however,
and soon after buili (ke City llotel, now
a part of the Hotel Paluce. The Ameri-
can House was built about the year 1837,
aud was considered a wonder for those
days. Its praises were sounded far and
near, and people who lodged within its !
wulls were as proud as the man from the

back district who is permitted 1o occupy

a room and sit at the Leland dining-

table. The old American has gone, has

literally disappeared from the eurth, and

we now have to do with the hotels of

to day, and it will be seen that in that re-

spect we are as well off as cities of Lwice

our population and wealth.
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Death and Funeral of Joel Johnson
(1806-1877)

Joel Johnson died on May 4, 1877, at age 70 at Springfield, Illinois. His funeral
was held at the Second Presbyterian Church and he was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery,
Springfield, Illinois.

ANOYHER OLD CITIZEN GONRE.

3r. Joel Johnson Drops Dead fu the
| Mtreot,

s
Mr, Joecl Jolnson, proprictor of the
| Reverc House, about five o'clock Friday.
afternoon, went ' to the store of Henson
Robinson, on Fifth street, 1o sce aboul
somo work hc was having done there,
While in the shop over the store he was
observed to have & peeuhar look, but no
particular atleation was: paid to It, It
not belng convenicol for the workmen 1o
attend to bim at the lustant, ke left tho
shop, got in his buggy and drove around
to his Lotel, and transacted  soma busi-
ness there and started to return to dr,
Robinson's, bul whex near the store was
observed to  Irll backward, Capt. Wil-
kinson and others who saw hiin went to
his relief and found Lilm dead. Ifo was
taken back to the hotel, and physicians
summoned, who found that his death
was cauged by cmboliam, a form of apo-
plexy, wherein the blood vessels clog fa.
stead of burst. Coroner Bierce held an
inquest, and the jury returned n verdict
in accordaunce with the nbove facts,

Mr. Johnsor was born In Iorkshire,
Mass,, in 1800, and removed o Spring-
field in 1829, and for & year or two was
engaged In the Loot and shoe business,
1le then opened a hotel, and has Leen en-
gaged In that line of business cver since,
Ife LUl the prezent Chenery lHouse—
then kuown as tho Revere-—and atter dis.
posiog of thut Lullt the present Revere
House., e was the oldest landlord in
Central  Illinols, and probably more
widely known than any other now living:

s funceral will take place at the Sce-
outd Preabyterian chiurch, at 3 o'clock,
Sunday atternoon, Reva. Q. . Fallerton
and Father Hale ofliciating,

Journal, Saturday, May 5, 1877.

"o uneral of Mr. Joel* Johnson took

place from ko Sceond Presbylerian

‘Chureh, yesterday, . and  was. largely als

tended, not only by eitizens ot Spring-
fleld, but by old residents from all paris
of the couaty, aad other points, 13avs,.

Father Hale and, &, H, Iullerlon ofl-

cialed,

Journal, Monday, May 7, 1877.
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This is the Joel Johnson Family grave marker in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield,
[linois. In addition to Joel’s name, the marker also contains the following names:
Elizabeth Newman, his wife 1815-1850; Charles, his son, 1839-1860; John W., his son
1845-1864; and Elizabeth Campbell, his second wife, 1822-1894.

Joel Johnson Estate

Joel Johnson had a simple will leaving his wife, Elizabeth Johnson, half of his
property after payment of debts and expenses. He left his son Edward the balance. He
named Lucian Adams as his executor. Joel’s will failed to meet the formal, legal
requirements for a valid will. It was not admitted by the court and instead, Joel’s estate
was treated as if he had no will and his wife was appointed Administratrix, the person with
the legal authority to settle Joel’s estate.

In the maller of the estato of Joel Jolns
son, deceased, letlers were issued to Eliz.
abeth Johnson, upon her glving $40,000
bonds with George M, Brinkerhofl and
Clinton I.,Conkling as suretics,

Journal, Friday, June 15, 1877.4

The probate court file for Joel’s estate is archived at the Illinois Regional Archives
at the University of Illinois Springfield and is quite large. The documents can be sorted
into three categories. The first category contains the standard documents one would find

4 Journal, Friday, June 15, 1877, p. 4.
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in most estates: admission of the will, appointment of person in charge of estate, inventory
of the estate, authorization for payment of debts and finally receipts of those receiving
property from the estate and a discharge of the person in charge. The other category
contains documents pertaining to a contentious fight between Edward and his stepmother
over property and payments to be made from the estate. The third and final category is
claims for unpaid debts against Joel, and there were many.

On June 14, 1877, Elizabeth Johnson, Joel’s widow, published his estate adjustment
notice. She was the admintratrix of Joel’s estate.

- A DIUSTMENT NOTICE, -

- Pstato of Joel Johusor, Deceased, 4
Public notice In hcr(ebg given, that on1be 20th
day of Aoguet, A, 1.1677,1 shall sitend vejoro
the connty court of Sangamon coumf. at Sprin
field, Nlinois, for the puipose of gettling and ad-
justing o)l claime against the cslato: of Joc)
- Johneon, Iate of eatd county, deccased, when
- and whero all claimantsare notified snd requested
. toattend and - present - their clafms in wiiting
agsaingt paid estate for adjustment, A}l pergons
j .debted to eald ¢rlate, are aleo notified to make
p g'ment to the undersfgncd without delay, :
ypringfield, Ilinoe, June 13, 1877, - - .

. ELVZABETIE JOENSON,

- Admimetratily,

| JunetddntEwtw”

Journal, Thursday, June 14, 1877.
Elizabeth Johnson Sues Stepson Edward S. Johnson

It seems that at Joel’s death, Edward continued the management of the Revere
House—paying employees and suppliers and welcoming guests. This was not suitable for
Elizabeth, and objections and court affidavits tell a story of disagreement and accusations
that last for a number of years. Finally, Edward bought Elizabeth’s interest, but then
defaulted on payment of the purchase price.

In October 1877, Elizabeth Johnson, Joel’s widow, sold her dower interest in
property that Joel had owned in Springfield for $6,000 to her stepson Edward S. Johnson.
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Elizabeth Johnson has commenced an |
assumpsit-suit against- her son, Major
Edward 8. Johnsgon. Mrs. Johnson is
the widow of Joel Johnson, who died
May 4, 1877, In October, 1877, accord-
ing to the papers-filed watculuy Major
Johnson bought out his: mother's dm\ex(
interest in certain pmnem in. thig city
agreeing to pay her the sum of. %,000.
Sho alleges that he hag not made [ pay-.
ment of that sum, nml t.hcrcforcqu(.s him
for its recovery.'|”

Journal, Saturday, December 28, 1889.
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Afterwards
(1878-1921)

1878
The Revere House Operated by Edward S. Johnson

At Joel Johnson’s death in 1877, his son, Edward S. Johnson, acquired his father’s
Revere House property at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington streets. He
remained the hotel proprietor until 1893, when he sold the business and spent two years in

Chicago.
THY, REYERK,

The Revere House, situated at the cor-
ner of Washington and Fourth streets, is
‘one of theold and well established hotels,
"It was conducted for many years by Joe)

Johuson, and when he died, o few years
ago, his son, Major K. K. Johnson, took
charge, who Is conducting o flrst-class 1
house. The Revere House is the home |
of mauny persons who wish to llve in a.

|
guict, well ordered hotel, . The Rovero |
owus Jts own farm, from” which Is drawn -

the supply of vegetubles, butter and milk |

Journal, Tuesday, May 10, 1878.
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The photograph above is of west or back side of the then Revere House, previously
known as Johnson’s Building, at the northwest corner of Fourth and Washington streets.*
It was taken from an upper floor of the mill just west of the railroad, at the northwest corner
of Third and Washington streets, so the view is looking east. The Chenery House is east
across the street and the Old State Capitol in the upper right corner. The name of the
photographer is unknown. This photograph was printed in Souvenir of Springfield,
published by H. E. Barker, Art Dealer, Springfield, Illinois, 1890. In the foreground is an

4 Souvenir of Springfield, published by H. E. Barker, Art Dealer, Springfield, Illinois, 1890.
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open landscaped parcel, perhaps a park, with geometric walkways crisscrossing the park. These
paths may have been for carriages to use when picking up or dropping off passengers at the
Chicago and Alton railroad station that adjoined the park to the north. The number of street
side trees surprised me.

1880
The Lincoln Guard of Honor Includes Edward S. Johnson

On February 12, 1880, the 71st anniversary of the birth of Lincoln,
the six men appointed to protect the body of Abraham Lincoln were
formally incorporated into the organization known as the Lincoln Guard of
Honor whose object was to purchase the former home of the President in
Springfield and open it to the public; to be in charge of memorial services
upon anniversary occasions and to collect and preserve mementoes of
Lincoln’s life and death.

The photo to the right is of the Lincoln Guard of Honor and those -
pictured from 12:00 o’clock clockwise are H. C. Chapin, N. B. Wiggins, s
J. C. Power, E. S. Johnson, J. N. Reece. C. L. Conkling, J. P. Lindley, G.

S. Dana, and J. F. McNeill.

1883
Ownership of Hotel Palace Changes

On January 1, 1883, ownership of the Hotel Palace passed to David J. Block.

1884

History of Ownership of City Hotel and Hotel Palace and Chenery House

The Revere Hotel was at the northwest corner and the Hotel Palace was at the
northeast corner of Fourth and Washington streets.
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. . . ' .
used on the table. The Revere can ac-
comodate from 150 to 200 guests.

THE HOTEL PALACRE.
" This well-known and favorite resort
stands opposite the Revere House, corner
of Feurth and Washington streets. The
Palace Lias a long and eventful history,
dating back to the time- of the Constitu-
tional Convention, although  this
claim is denied - l?g ‘some. It was
first * run by ocl. - Johnson
under the name of the City Hotel. It
was afterward conducted by the
 Chenery’s, and after gasging- through
saveral changes, on the first dey of Janu-
ary, 1883, fell into tbe hands of the pres-
ent preprietor, Mr.. D.J.! Block. The
Palace hns been newly furnished, and 18
in every respect a first-class house,

Journal, Saturday, January 5, 1884.
1884 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map*

The map below is from the 1884 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the footprint
of what had been Joel Johnson’s Revere House.
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1886
Tax Purchaser Notice: Joel Johnson Property

A sheriff’s sale of property owned by the estate of Joel Johnson was held at the
Court House on June 18, 1884. C. McLane purchased the west part, north Y2, south Y2

461884 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois.
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southeast Y4, northwest V4, Section 12, Township 15 North, Range 8.containing 6 acres.
Redemption rights expired on June 1, 1886.

X PURCHASEK'S NOTICE,
g Springfeld, 11, March 18, 1836,

To Joel G, Johneon nnd il parties interested:
You are herchy notifed, that at a sale of resl
estate, irprde by the Cmmv.‘y‘ ‘U'reasurer nnd Collece
tor of - Sapgamon Couuty, [inols, ‘at the door of
the Comit Houge, In the GHy of Springfeld,
rungumon County, nnd State of Illinols, ou the
18th duy of June,” A, D, 188, C. McLane por-
chus d the following described renl estute, witu-
Ated in sald County, for the tuxcs, spocial u-sess-
menis, luterest, pewsaltics nnd costs due, nnd un-
pald thereon, for the year A. 1D, 1853, to-wit:
. Iywhose name taxed—Joel G, Johnson; west
part worth one-helf, gouth one half, ronth:east.
one-fonrth, north-west one fourth, Seciion 12,
Town 15, Rangeo 8, 0 Acres.,

Anu that the time sllowed by Jaw for the re-
tlloz‘l:‘n:‘lll'ur:,r 03 guld rcln)l q&te will expire on the

Y une, A. D, 1
3t “ 8.8, WALKER, Assignee.

Journal, Thursday, March 11, 1886.
1889
Elizabeth Johnson Sues Stepson Edward S. Johnson

In October 1877, Edward acquired his mother in law’s interest in her inheritance
from Joel. The acquisition price of $6,000 was to be paid over time with interest. Edward
failed to pay, and Elizabeth sued him in 1889 to have paid notes for the $6,000 obligation
and Elizabeth sued him to recover.

Elizabeth Johnson has commenced an |
assumpsit-suit against- her son, Major
Edward S, Johnson. Mrs. Johnson Is
the widow of Joel Johnson, who dled
Muay 4, 1877, In October, 1877, accord-
ing to the papers-filed yesterday, Major
Johnson bought out his: mother's dower
interest in corwtin property in thig cily
agreeing to pay her the sum of. 6,000,
She alleges that he has not made: puy-
ment of that sum, and therefore sues him
for Its recovery.'/ o

Journal, Saturday, December 28, 1889.

1890
1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map*’

The map below is from the 1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map and shows the
footprint of what had been Joel Johnson’s Revere House.

47 llinois, Sanborn Map Company, July 1890, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104sm.g021631890
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1892

Edward S. Johnson Entertains New Year’s at the Revere House

NEW YEAR'S AT THE REVERE.,

Major and Mre. Edward S. Johnson of
the Revere House observed New  Year's
day In & mnost appropriate manner. T'he
table was Jaden with all of the dellca-
cies of the season and each gueet pres-
ent war presented with a souvenir In the
shape of a very handsomely embossed
w.enu card, with a beautifal picture of a
sprig.of May flowers and bearing a
pretty verse in gilt letters. Among the
‘guests were & numbor of the local news-
paper men and their ladles.

Journal, Saturday, January 2, 1892.4

1893
Edward S. Johnson Sells Revere House
Edward S. Johnson acquired the Revere House property at the northwest corner of

Fourth and Washington streets from his father Joel. He remained its proprietor until 1893,
when he sold the business and spent the following two years in Chicago.

8 Journal, Saturday, January 2, 1892, p. 4.
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1894

Death of Elizabeth T. Johnson
(1824-1894)

Joel Johnson’s widow, Elizabeth T. Johnson, died in Springfield on
November 11, 1894. The funeral took place at the Second Presbyterian
Church at the northwest corner of Fourth and Monroe streets.

JORNZ0ON—AL the rvexidence of Ber
son, Jodu K. Cumpbell No. 417 Wil-
Itams stroet, Sunday, Nov. 11, sud-,
dunlg, of basrt troublo, Mrs. Bllzabeth !
T. Jobzeon, widew of tha lato Joel
Joduser, aged U years,

MNre. Johuecn was bors in Kentusky
and ckme to this etsts with bes par
enta, Mr, and Mrs Fdward MeGovers,
whou she was quite yousg. ‘They sot-
tied onar Corrollbon,, S8e was  (mar-
ried %0 Jokn L. Camphell and removed
to Des Molnes county, fowr, where her
saryiving son, Josn K Cawmpbell, was
karn.  She siterward removaed to D=
untmr, where ahe wes marriod is Jas-
uary, 1833, 10 Joe! Jokusen, who died
in the spring of 1877, She has been u |
resident of thlacity aver sinco bur mar-
riage with Mr. Joansoa, Ste 4 sor
vived by ber son, Jobu K Cawpbell. |
of thie vity;s stopeon, Maj Fdward 5. |
Jobpsou, 1sto of this cisy, bus pow of
Chicage, and her sister, Mrs J. T\
Boyd, of Dacatur.

The funeesl will take placo a3 2 p,
m. to-day at the Sczond Preabyteriss

Jounson—~Died, Sunday. Nov. 11, at
the residence of her son, John R.
Campbell, 417 Williams strest, of
heart troubls, Mrs, Elizabsth T John-
gon, widow of the late Josl Johnson.

Mrs, Johnson's death resulted from
beart trouble &nd was sudden. She
was 70 yoars old. Mrs. Johnson was
formerly Mre. Elizabath T. Campbell.
She wes married to Joel Johnson, Jan.
3, 1852, The'latter’s first wife, Mra.
Eliza Johpson, died some years lam
viously. Their son, Major Edwall S,
Jobnson, is well known here - as the
former. proprietor of the old Revere
houge, baving taken sole charge of
that hostelry in 1879, after the death
of his fatber, Joel Johmson. The

chureb, of whick aba bas bosn » wum-
ber since whe came bere in 1833, t2e |
Rov. . & Johason officlatiag. Hiv
sisler, Mrs. Boyd, artived in Lho cl'.y'
Iuat night

slder Jobnson first opeéned a hotel mm
thiz oity in 1835, coming here two
years previously from Edwardsville.

Register, Tuesday, November 13, 1894.%
Journal, Monday, November 12, 1894.%°

1893-1895

Edward S. Johnson in Chicago Managing Hotels

From 1893 until 1895, Edward S. Johnson lived in Chicago where he managed

hotels.
1896

Edward S. Johnson Appointed Custodian of Lincoln Tomb

When ownership of the Lincoln Tomb was transferred to the State of Illinois,
Governor Altgeld appointed 53-year-old Major Edward S. Johnson as custodian. Edward
returned to Springfield from Chicago and assumed his duties on July 9, 1896, during the
period of reconstruction of the tomb.

4 Register, Tuesday, November 13, 1894, p. 8.
0" Journal, Monday, November 12, 1894, p. 5.
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Edward S. Johnson First to Live in Custodian’s House at Lincoln Tomb

Edward S. Johnson was the first custodian to live in the Lincoln Tomb Custodian’s
Home, which was built next to the tomb in 1896. Joel spent the next twenty-five years in

loving service to the memory of the friend and hero of his youth, Abraham Lincoln. He
died at age 77, on February 15, 1921.%!

1896 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map®’

The map below is from the 1896 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the footprint
of what had been Joel Johnson’s Revere House.

Revere House

| HE 71

E. WASHINGTON

SU Custodians of The Lincoln Tomb, by George L. Cashman, as printed in the “Central Illinois Genealogical Quarterly”, August 1968,
Vol IV, Number 3, Transcribed by Kim Torp. https://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=7206
52 Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104sm.g021631896
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1900-1901
Edward S. Johnson Supervises Reconstruction of Lincoln Tomb

Edward S. Johnson oversaw the complete reconstruction of the Lincoln Tomb in
1900-01.
1901

Edward S. Johnson and Wife Present at
Interment of Abraham Lincoln in Concrete Vault

Edward and his wife Laura were among those present when President Lincoln’s
body was permanently interred in a concrete vault below the burial chamber on September
26, 1901. Edward remained custodian for another 20 years, until his death in 1921.3

Photograph of Revere House and Chenery House

The early 1900s photograph below looks west on Washington Street from the
southwest corner of Fifth Street. It shows the two hotels—Revere and Chenery—at the
north corners of Fourth and Washington streets. Further west beyond Third Street it shows
the ___ Mill. It would be interesting to know the occasion that brought together the well-
dressed group of Springfield folks.

33 https://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=7206 Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association, “Transformation of the
Lincoln Tomb,” Nancy Hill, Volume 27, Issue 1, Winter 2006, pp. 39-56.
Permalink: http://hdl.handle.net/2027/sp0.2629860.0027.105
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The Palace Hotel

In the late 1800s, Springfield’s Palace Hotel had a great location at Fourth and Washington
streets, a half-block from the Chicago & Alton railroad station (today’s Amtrak station). For a
while, the Palace was one of the city’s premier hostelries.

But the place deteriorated considerably by the time its owner, Col. David Block, decided
to sell out in 1899. Here’s how [llinois State Journal columnist A.L. Bowen described his first
memories of the Palace in 1945.

“It was flourishing when I came to Springfield under the direction of David Block, his
wife, son Dave Jr. and daughter Sally, as fine publicity as any house could have, since all of them
were jovial and well fed. Will, another son, was prominent in New York theatricals.

“The Palace was purely ironical. It was dreary to look at and sad and dark inside, built of
wood and tinder. How much its guests owe to the sheltering hand of Providence, I doubt that any
of them ever stopped to consider, but a fire once started would have exceeded in speed Springfield’s
pony express squirt gun fire department of that day.

“The Palace was famous for its rodents, some as large as cats and as ferocious as hyenas.
Guests used to tell of their sleepless nights as these travelers raced about through the hollow walls
and floors raising a tremendous racket, like a flour mill in full action.”

Bowen remembered the Palace because of a chat he had had with a state official on that
corner the night Bowen arrived in Springfield in 1899.

The Palace was sold a couple of times after Block unloaded the property. Most of the
furniture and fixtures were disposed of in a series of auctions in 1901. Finally, in 1904, new owners
built another hotel, the Illinois, on the site at the northeast corner of Fourth and Washington streets.
That building, somewhat remodeled, has been in recent years the offices of the Illinois Sheriffs’
Association.>

1903

Illinois Hotel Built
401 East Washington Street, Springfield, Illinois

The Illinois Hotel was constructed in 1903 on the site of the former Chenery House
Hotel at the northeast corner of Fourth and Washington streets. Its 71 rooms provided
permanent and transient accommodations and was described in a 1912 promotional
publication as having a “modern fine popular priced café¢” on the premises. The hotel
operated until 1947 when it was converted to offices. The picture shows the building’s
distinctive, curved bay windows on the second and third floors that were removed later.
Subsequently the original glass storefronts and Classical Revival cornice were removed.>

3 Original content copyright Sangamon County Historical Society. Posted on March 21, 2020 by editor Mike Kienzler
https://sangamoncountyhistory.org/wp/?p=11965

35 Springfield: The Capital of the State of Illinois, 1912, Courtesy of the Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln Library,
Springfield, Illinois.
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£ ILLINOIS HOTEL,
EUROPEAN PLAN—MODERN FINE POPULAR PRICED CAFE.
Centrally Located, B, 8, Richardgon, Proprietor,

The 2019 photograph below is of the Illinois Hotel, the Chenery House site at the
northeast corner of Fourth and Washington streets, after a 1990s remodeling and as it
appeared in 2020.
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Edward S. Johnson Authors Leaflet
Abraham Lincoln and His Last Resting Place

Abraham Lincoln
and His Last Resting Place

A Leaflet Published for
Distribution at the National
Lincoln Monument in the
City of Springfield, Illinois

Compiled by EDWARD 8§,
JOHUHNSON, Custodian

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

HON. FRANK O. LOWDEN, : : Governor
HON. FRANCIS G. BLAIR, \upt Pub. Instruction
HON. LEN SMALL, : &+ Treasurer

T;IHE Life of Abrabam Lincoln has been written
L~ _| by many men in many rongues. T'he resources
of rheroric and el wquence have been exhaunsted
in their portrayal of this character thathowever viewed
holds a lesson for all mankind. In thisbrief space and
for the purpose which this leaflet is designed to serve,
the simple homely details of the marty red President’s
early life could nor be better told than in his own
words \n puh\h( (l res It al v uul | |u S0 |\I’Il( | ||\ lh(‘
great multitude who hold his memory dear as this
transcript of a lecter written in 1859 to his friend the
Hon. Jesse W. Fell, of Bloomingron, Hlinois:

The first edition of Edward S. Johnson’s writings was a leaflet printed in 1903.
There were 5 more editions by 1924 and the leaflet had by then expanded into a full grown
oak tree.*

36 Abraham Lincoln & His Last Resting Place; a leaflet published for distribution at the National Lincoln monument in the city of
Springfield, Illinois, comp., Johnson, Edward S. Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana (Library of Congress).
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1912

Death of John R. Campbell
(1845-1912)

Afterwards (1878-1921)

John R. Campbell was Joel Johnson’s stepson. John’s mother was Elizabeth T.
Campbell Johnson.

Aged Veteran Passes Away - Died, at 8:25 o’clock Saturday morning, Jan. 20, 1912, at the residence
of his son, Dr. R. K. Campbell, 630 South Eleventh street, John R. Campbell, aged 67 years, a veteran of the
civil war and a well-known resident of this city. Mr. Campbell’s health had been failing for more than a year,

but his death followed an acute illness of one week.

The deceased was born near Burlington, Iowa, April 28, 1845, and removed with his mother to this city in
1863, following a second marriage of his mother to Joel Johnson, proprietor at that time of the Revere House
in this city. Leaving college to enlist in the Seventh Illinois Infantry at the outbreak of the civil war, Mr.
Campbell served throughout the war and was discharged from the service June 16, 1865. He was a prisoner

in [a Confederate] prison at ... for ten months in the course of the conflict.

At the close of hostilities he returned to this city and engaged in various
businesses, including the management of the Revere House, the grocery,
grain and hardware businesses. Going to Lawrence, Kan., in 1869, he was
for a time engaged in the real estate business there. He had traveled
extensively, having visited all but two of the states of the union. He was
also active in political affairs.

As a member of Stephenson Post No. 30, G. A. R., Mr. Campbell was
chosen commander of the post, which position he held throughout the year
1907. He had also been connected with the Illinois National Guard in the
capacity of sutler for twenty-one years.

Mr. Campbell was united in marriage with the widow of Lieut. Busby, a
daughter of Captain Caleb Hopkins of this city, in 1871. Following her
death in 1877, he married Mrs. Clark of Scottsville, 111, who survives him.
He is also survived by his son, Dr. R. K. Campbell.

Funeral services will be held at 10 o’clock Monday morning at the residence of Dr. Campbell, 630 South
Eleventh street. Interment will be made in Oak Ridge cemetery, the G. A. R. having charge of the services

at the grave.”’

7 Journal, January 21, 1912. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24770066/john-r_-campbell
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1921

Death of Edward Schrader Johnson
(1843-1921)

Colonel Edward Schrader Johnson died suddenly of heart failure at sunrise on the
morning of February 15, 1921. He had not been in his usual vigorous health for more than
a year, but had been able to perform his duties in connection with the monument and at no
time had been confined to his bed. On February 12, three days previous, he had arranged
and conducted the exercises held in commemoration of Lincoln’s birth.

EDWAND S, JOHNSON
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Fall 2019

Remnant of Revere House, looking northwest from the intersection
of Fourth and Washington Streets

Remnant of Revere House, looking north, just west of the intersection
of Fourth and Washington Streets
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RICHARD E. HART

Richard E. Hart was born in Ottawa, Illinois, and attended school and was raised in
Springfield, Illinois. He attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where
he received his B.A. in 1964 and his J.D. in 1967. He was admitted to practice law in 1967
and has been a practicing attorney in Springfield for the last fifty-three years. He is a
partner in the firm of Hart, Southworth & Witsman. Hart is married to Ann and they have
three children and seven grandchildren.

Hart is a past President of The Abraham Lincoln Association and member of the
[llinois Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission. He is a past President and board
member of the Sangamon County Historical Society, past Chairman of the Advisory Board
of The Lincoln Legal Papers, and past President and member of the Board of Directors of
the Elijah Iles House Foundation. Hart was largely responsible for raising the funds and
managing the day-to-day restoration of the Elijah Iles House and the Strawbridge-Shepherd
House, two circa 1840 Greek Revival residences.

Hart is also past President of Springfield Preservation, Ltd., a for-profit corporation
that has restored and leased five Lincoln-era houses in Springfield’s German Settlers Row.

Hart suggested the format for the Looking for Lincoln project in Springfield and
donated his personal historical research and ideas that were used for that project.

Hart and his wife Ann were also responsible for proposing the design for the City
of Springfield’s streetscape. Their design proposal and advocacy were adopted in lieu of
another proposal for a contemporary design. As a part of their advocacy, the Harts
purchased and donated the first period lights for Springfield’s streetscape. Since that first
donation, the use of the design has spread throughout downtown Springfield and is now
moving into several neighborhoods, including the Iles Park Neighborhood.

In 1999, Hart was given the City of Springfield’s Preservationist of the Year award.

In 2012, Hart was presented with the Logan Hay Medal. The bronze medal is
awarded infrequently and is the highest honor given by The Abraham Lincoln Association
to recognize individuals who have made noteworthy contributions to the mission of the
Association.

In 2014, Hart was awarded the Illinois State Historical Society’s Lifetime
Achievement Award for his outstanding contributions over the decades to promoting the
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history of the Prairie State. In 2015, Hart was awarded the Springfield NAACP Chapter’s
2015 Legal and Political Award.

From 2003 until 2015, Hart served on the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge
Cemetery and was Chairman of the Board of Managers of Oak Ridge Cemetery. He is a
founding member of the Board of Directors of Springfield Illinois African American
History Foundation Museum. Hart remains a member of the Board of Directors of The
Abraham Lincoln Association and of the Elijah Iles House Foundation.

For ten years Hart was the editor of For The People, a newsletter of The Abraham
Lincoln Association, and the Iles Files, a newsletter of the Elijah Iles House Foundation.

Hart’s personal interest has been in the history of Springfield during the time that
Abraham Lincoln lived there and in particular in the presence there of African-Americans.
He is also interested in particular areas of Sangamon County during the period of early
settlement. He has divided his published research on these two areas into the Spring Creek
Series focusing on Lincoln’s Springfield, and the Sugar Creek Series focusing on the early
settlement of Cotton Hill and Ball Townships in Sangamon County.

Spring Creek Series

Lincoln’s Springfield — The Public Square (1823-1865) (2004)

Springfield, Illinois’ Nineteenth Century Photographers (2005)

Early Sangamon County Antiques — The Barringer Exhibit (2005) (Editor)

Lincoln’s Springfield — The Underground Railroad (2006)

Lincoln’s Springfield — The Early African American Population (2008)

The Early Court Houses of Sangamon County, lllinois (1821-1837) (2008)

Lincoln in Illlinois: The Bicentennial of the Birth of Abraham Lincoln (2009) (Editor)
Abel W. Estabrook: Robert Todd Lincoln’s Abolitionist Teacher (2009)

Lincoln’s Springfield — Springfield’s Early Schools (2009)

The Colored Section, Oak Ridge Cemetery (2009)

Lincoln’s Springfield — Greek Revival Architecture on the Prairie (2011)

Camp Butler: A Civil War Story: Photographs of Union Soldiers (2013)

Circuses in Lincoln’s Springfield (1833-1860) (2013)

Preston Butler: Photographer in Lincoln’s Springfield (2014)

Jameson Jenkins and James Blanks, African Americans in Lincoln’s Springfield (2014)
Lincoln’s Springfield: The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln: May 3rd and 4th, 1865 (2015)
Lincoln’s Springfield Neighborhood (2015)

Lincoln’s Springfield: Entertainment in Lincoln’s Springfield (1834-1860) (2017)
Lincoln’s Springfield—Chair and Cabinet Makers (1831-1860) (2017)

Lincoln’s Springfield: Benjamin Robert Biddle: Lincoln’s Tailor and Friend (2018)
Lincoln’s Springfield: Elizabeth Jane Todd Grimsley Brown (2018)

The Collected Works of Thomas Lincoln Carpenter and Cabinetmaker (2019)
Lincoln’s Springfield: Letters of Springfield Ladies (2020)

Lincoln’s Springfield: Letters From California and Oregon 1845-1852 (2020)
Lincoln’s Springfield: The Todd Brothers (2020)
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Sugar Creek Series

Jones Cemetery Tour: Ball, Cotton Hill & Woodside Township, Sangamon County, Illinois
(2002)

Philemon Stout Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2006)
Christopher Newcomer Cemetery: Woodside Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2009)
Sugar Creek Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2010)

Vigal Cemetery: Cotton Hill Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2010)

David Brunk Cemetery: Ball Township, Sangamon County, lllinois (2010)

Cumberland Sugar Creek Cemetery, The Old Burying Ground (2012)

George Brunk Cemetery, Cotton Hill Township, Sangamon County, Illinois (2012)

The Strawbridge — Shepherd Farm Site

Thomas Royal: Revolutionary War Soldier and Early Sangamon County Settler (2016)

A Genealogy of the Descendants of John Ashmore: A Tribute to James Newton Ashmore
(2016)
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1806
Johnson, Joel birth May 21, 1806
1811
Johnson, Joel mother leaves him with uncle
1824
Gregory, Abigail moves to Rochester, Illinois-December

1832
Johnson, Joel boot and shoemaker in St. Louis
Johnson, Joel goes Werst to Ohio and Rochester, Illinois-
1832 1
Johnson, Joel moves to Edwardsville, Illinois and opens
boot and shoemaker shop
Johnson, Joel stops in St. Louis on way back east ........... 1
1833
Johnson, Joel moves to Springfield, Illinois-April -1833.3
Johnson, Joel opens boot and shoe shop in Springfield,
Tllinois-October-1833
1834
Johnson, Joel borrows money-July 7, 1834
Johnson, Joel marries Elizabeth Newman-February 18345
Newman, Elizabeth marries Johnson, Joel-February 1834
5

1835
Johnson, Joel advertises boot and shoe shop-early 1835..5
1836
Florville, William
moves barber shop west of Rague’s Bake Shop-April
6

Florville,William
Johnson, Joel sells part of lot to -February 23, 1836..6
Johnson, Joel advertises requesting payment of monies
owed him-January 1836
Johnson, Joel final advertisement of boot and shoe shop-
June 25,1836
Johnson, Joel sells part of lot to William Florvville -
February 23, 1836
1837
Johnson, Joel advertises requesting payment of monies
owed him-January 23, 1837
Johnson, Joel opens Springfield Hotel on Square in
Springfield, Illinois-January 1837
1838
Johnson, Joel advertises seven tenements for rent-June 28,
1837 9
1839
Johnson, Joel advertises Springfield Hotel west of State
House-April 26, 1839
Johnson, Joel advertises Springfield Hotel-December 31,
1839 11
Johnson, Joel buys Indian Queen Hotel-March 30, 1839
10
1840
Johnson, Joel opens City Hotel at 4™ and Washington-July
24, 1840
Johnson, Joel’s City Hotel advertises 148 pound pumpkin-
October 16, 1840 2
Johnson, Joel’s City Hotel
December 25, 1840
1842
Johnson, Joel adds new addition to City Hotel and
advertises rates — May 20, 1842
Johnson, Joel advertises new addition to City Hotel -
November 1, 1842
1843
Johnson, Edward Schrader born — August 9, 1843

1844
Florville, Willliam moves barber shop east of Johnson’s
City Hotel - May 23, 1844
Johnson City Hotel advertises Bathing House - April 25,
1844 16
1845
Johnson, Joe advertises rates at City Hotel — October 16,
1845 17
1846
Johnson City Hotel advertises Bathing House — June 11,
1846 18
Johnson, Joe advertises City Hotel Temperance House —
November 6, 1846
1847
City Hotel
hosts meeting of Sons of Temperance Thanksgiving
Exercises — November 25, 1847
City Hotel hosts meeting of Sons of Temperance
Thanksgiving Exercises — November 25, 1847
Johnson, Joel builds new building for City Hotel — June 3,
1847 19
Johnson’s City Hotel burns — January 28, 1847
1848
City Hotel tenant leaves owing six week board — May 16,
1848 21
Johnson, Joel advertises City Hotel — November 11, 1848
21
1849
City Hotel advertisement for model of the Bee Palace
for raising bees — April 27, 1849
City Hotel advertisement of site of Spencer Donegan new
barber shop-October 23, 1849
City Hotel entertainment — March 27, 1849
City Hotel learned pig advertisement-August 6, 1849...25
City Hotel register—December 30, 1948- January 1, 1849
22
City Hotel warm and cold baths advertisement-June

Donegan, Spencer advertises new barber shop at City
Hotel - October 23, 1849

Johnson, Eliza Newman death — May 17, 1849

Johnson, Joel advertises 1600 feet of flooring -October 24,
1849 26

1850

City Hotel is office for mail stage — July 3, 1850

City Hotel site of Dr. Hays rooms - December 3, 1850. 28

Johnson, Joel holds public sale of 80 acres near Peterburg
— September 13, 1850

Johnson, Joel lots to be sold to pay for removal of nuisance
from lots -March 7, 1850

Johnson, Joel manager of American House in St. Louis -
September, 1850

Johnson, Joel said to be shoemaker in 1850 census

1851

City Hotel hosts New England Supper — December 25,
1851 31

City Hotel operators Joel Johnson and Daniel M. Jackson
dissolve partnership — July 16, 1852

City Hotel reopened by Joel Johnson an Daniel M. Jackson
— October 23, 1851

Johnson, Joel and Daniel M. Jackson reopen City Hotel—
October 23, 1851

Johnson, Joel deeds land for Railroad Depot on Third
Street tracks — June 12, 1851

Johnson, Joel purchases Indian Queen Hotel — May 31,
1850 35
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Johnson, Joel purchases lots from Samuel Stover — May

Johnson, Joel’s Old Tavern mistakenly said to be site of
cholera — May 30, 1851
Railroad Depot on Third Street tracks — May 15, 1851..29
1852

Jackson, Daniel M. returns to Logan County — September

Johnson, Joel and Daniel M. Jackson dissolve City Hotel
partnership— July 16, 1852
Johnson, Joel represented by Abraham Lincoln - March 3,
1852 32
Kilmiste Family performs vocal concert at City Hotel —
May 24, 1852
Lincoln, Abraham represents Joel Johnson - March 3, 1852
32
Springfield Hotels described by traveler to New York
Tribune — November 4, 1852
1853
Campbell, Elizabeth T. marries Johnson, Joel — January 5,
1853 33
City Hotel site of Pekin and Decatur Railroad Corporation
meeting — October 13, 1853
Johnson, Joel advertises 200,000 bricks — August 11, 1853
34
Johnson, Joel advertises City Hotel for rent with
accommodations for 100 travelers — August 16, 1853
34
Johnson, Joel marries Elizabeth T. Campbell — January 5,
1853 33
Matheny, James H. attends Temperance Association
supper at City Hotel — December 29, 1853
Temperance Association has supper at City Hotel —
December 29, 1853
Yeates, Lafayette, Dr. oculists at City Hotel — November

1854
City Hotel addition described
City Hotel theft — April 3, 1854
Johnson, Joel enlarges City Hotel
Springfield map
1855
Chenery House annunciator installed — October 3, 1855
40
Chenery, John W. buys City Hotel from Johnson, Joel -
August 1855
Johnson, Joel advertises furniture store in Journal Building
— December 19, 1855
Johnson, Joel advertises he found purse with change - May
8, 185537
Johnson, Joel selling 200,000 bricks — December 19, 1855
37
Johnson, Joel sells City Hotel to John W. Chenery —
August 1855
1856
Johnson, Joel builds three story brick hotel across from
Chenery House —August 29, 1856
Springfield Hotels described — December 31, 1856
1857
Johnson, Joel advertises rooms for rent in new block of
buildings— February 17, 1857
Johnson, Joel builds three story brick hotel across from
Chenery House —January 29, 1857
Johnson, Joel sheriff sale of real property — April 4, 1857
45
1858
Johnson, Joel creditors sale of real property — May 20,
1858 45
1859

Johnson, Edward S. joins Springfield Grays-October 1859
45
1860
Johnson, Joel advertises Tinsley Property for sale or rent —
February 29, 1860
Johnson, Joel endorses ague bitters — May 7, 1860
Lincoln, Abraham moves office to Johnson’s Building —
December 29, 1860
Nicolay, John G. writes of move of Lincoln offices to
Johnson’s Building — December 29, 1860
1861
Johnson, Edward S., Major mustered into Illinois
Volunteer Infantry — July 25, 1861
Lincoln, Abraham and family move to Chenery House —
February 9, 1861
Lincoln, Abraham to meet public in office in Joel
Johnson’s Building — February 6, 1861
Nicolay, John G. writes of Lincoln offices in Johnson’s
Building — December 29, 1860
1862
Johnson, Joel advertises discontinuation of lumber and
supply business — July 22, 1862
1864
Johnson, Edward S., Major letter to father Joel Johnson —
January 11, 1864
Johnson, Joel mistakenly identified as person in police
court — February 1, 1864
1865
Johnson, Edward S. returns to Springfield after Civil War
55
Johnson, Edward S., Major letter to father Joel Johnson —
March 13, 1865
1866
Johnson, Edward S. advertises building materials -July 21,
1866 55
Johnson, Joel
advertises block for sale — December 5, 1866
Johnson, Joel joins Second Presbyterian Church — May 6,
1866 55
1867
Drs. Lord & Barrell advertise offices in Johnson’s building
— February 21, 1867
Johnson, Joel allowed to run hand cart from his hotel to C.
& A. depot — April 2, 1867
Ruger, Albert perspective drawing of Springfield
1868
Campbell, John R. helps Joel Johnson at Revere House
while Edward S. Johnson was on European Tour -
March 30, 1868-September 1868
Johnson, Edward S. takes five month European Tour -
March 30, 1868-September 1868
1869
Clinton, Laura marries Johnson, Edward S. — August 10,
1869 61
Johnson, Edward S. marries Laura Clinton — August 10,
1869 61
Revere House described July 10, 1869
1870
Johnson, Joel advertises Revere House- April 14, 1870 61
1871
Johnson, Joel advertises for good dining girls at Revere
House-June 5, 1871
Johnson, Joel advertises Revere House-November 15,
1871 62
Johnson, Joel trustee of building committee for Second
Presbyterian church — January 1871
Revere House
advertised-Novenber 15, 1871
Revere House described — November 15, 1871
1872
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Bird’s Eye View of Springfield
Koch, Augustus perspective drawing of Springfield
1873
Chenery, William D. death-October 21, 1873
1876
Revere House described-January 1, 1876
1877
Hotels in Springfield history of.
Johnson, Edward S. sued by stepmother Elizabeth Johnson
69
Johnson, Elizabeth sued stepson Edward S. Johnson.....69
Johnson, Joel
death-May 4, 1877
1878
Johnson, Edward S. operates the Revere House-May 10,
1878 71
1880
Johnson, Edward S. member of Lincoln Guard of Honor-
February 12, 1880
1883
Block, David J. purchases Hotel Palace-January 1, 1883
73
1884
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
The Palace Hotel and Chenery Hotel history of ownership
73
1886
Johnson, Edward S. property notice of sale for unpaid
taxes 74
1889
Johnson, Edward S. sued by stepmother Elizabeth Johnson
75
Johnson, Elizabeth sued stepson Edward S. Johnson.....75
1890
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
1892
Johnson, Edward S. entertains New Year’s at Revere
House 76
1893
Johnson, Edward S. sells Revere House
1893-1895
Johnson, Edward S.
managed hotels in Chicago
1894
Johnson, Elizabeth T. death-November 11, 1894
1896
Johnson, Edward S.
appointed custodian of Abraham Lincoln Tomb
appointed first custodian of Lincoln Tomb .
first custodian to live at Lincoln Tomb residence .
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
1900-1901
Johnson, Edward S.
oversaw reconstruction of Abraham Lincoln Tomb.79
1901
Abraham Lincoln Interment Observor
Edward S. Johnson-September 26, 1901
Laura Johnson-September 26, 1901 ....
1903
Illinois Hotel
built 80
1912
Campbell, John R.
death 83
1921
Johnson, Edward Schrader death - February 15, 1921...84
Bathing House
Johnson City Hotel advertises - April 25, 1844
Johnson City Hotel advertises — June 11, 1846
Block

David J.
purchases Hotel Palace-January 1, 1883
Campbell
Elizabeth T.
marries Johnson, Joel — January 5, 1853
John R.
death-January 20, 1912
helps Joel Johnson at Revere House while Edward S.
Johnson was on European Tour - March 30, 1868-
September 1868
Chenery
John W.
buys City Hotel from Johnson, Joel- August 1855..38
changes name of City Hotel to Chenery House —
August 1855
William D.
advertises Chenery House — November, 1855
death-October 21, 1873
Chenery Hotel
history of ownership
Chenery House
annunciator installed — October 3, 1855
Chenery, John W. changes name of City Hotel to Chenery
House — August 1855 .38
piano teaching at — October 26, 1855
1855 41
City Hotel
addition described - 1854
advertisement for model of the Bee Palace for raising
bees — April 27, 1849
advertisement of site of Spencer Donegan new barber
shop-October 23, 1849
entertainment — March 27, 1849
hosts New England Supper — December 25, 1851
learned pig advertisement-August 6, 1849
office for mail stage — July 3, 1850
operators Joel Johnson and Daniel M. Jackson dissolve
partnership — July 16, 1852
register—December 30, 1948- January 1, 1849
reopened by Joel Johnson and Daniel M. Jackson —
October 23, 1851
site of Dr. Hays rooms - December 3, 1850
site of Pekin and Decatur Railroad Corporation meeting —
October 13, 1853
tenant leaves owing six week board — May 16, 1848 .... 21
theft — April 3, 1854
warm and cold baths advertisement-June 11, 1849.. 25
Clinton
Laura
marries Johnson, Edward S. — August 10, 1869 61
Donegan
Spencer
advertises new barber shop at City Hotel - October 23,

Florville
William
Johnson, Joel sells part of lot to -February 23, 1836 .6
moves barber shop west of Rague’s Bake Shop-April

Gregory

Abigail

moves to Rochester, Illinois-December 31, 1824

Hotels

Springfield history of-1877
Illinois Hotel

built-1903 80
Jackson

Daniel M. returns to Logan County — September 14, 1852

33

Johnson
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Edward S.
Abraham Lincoln Interment Observor-September 26,

advertises building materials - July 21, 1866

appointed custodian of Abraham Lincoln Tomb-1896
77

entertains New Year’s Eve at Revere House-January 1,

first custodian of Lincoln Tomb-July 9, 1896

first custodian to live at Lincoln Tomb residence-1896
78

joins Springfield Grays-October 1859

managed hotels in Chicago-1893-1895

marries Laura Clinton — August 10, 1869

member of Lincoln Guard of Honor-February 12, 1880
73

operates the Revere House-May 10, 1878

oversaw reconstruction of Abraham Lincoln Tomb-

1900-1901

property notice of sale for unpaid taxes-June 1, 1886
74

returns to Springfield after Civil War-1865

sells Revere House - 1893

son of Joel Johnson

sued by stepmother Elizabeth Johnson-1889 ...

sued by stepmother Elizabeth S. Johnson-1877

takes five month European Tour - March 30, 1868-

September 1868
Edward S., Major

letter to father Joel Johnson — January 11, 1864 ......53

letter to father Joel Johnson — March 13, 1865 54

mustered into Illinois Volunteer Infantry — July 25,

Edward Schrader
born — August 9, 1843
death - February 15, 1921
Eliza Newman
death —May 17, 1849
Elizabeth
sued stepson Edward S. Johnson-1887
sued stepson Edward S. Johnson-1889 ..
wife of Joel Johnson-1860
Elizabeth T.
death-November 11, 1894
Joel
adds new addition to City Hotel and advertises rates —
May 20, 1842
advertises 1600 feet of flooring -October 24, 1849..26
advertises 200,000 bricks — August 11, 1853....
advertises block for sale — December 5, 1866...
advertises boot and shoe shop-early 1835
advertises City Hotel — November 11, 1848
advertises City Hotel for rent with accommodations for
100 travelers — August 16, 1853
advertises City Hotel Temperance House — November

business — July 22, 1862
advertises for good dining girls at Revere House

advertises furniture store in Journal Building —
December 19, 1855
advertises gas fixtures for sale in his new building —
January 17, 1867
advertises he found purse with change - May 8, 1855
37
advertises new addition to City Hotel -November 1,

advertises rates at City Hotel — October 16, 1845....17

advertises requesting payment of monies owed him-
January 1836

advertises requesting payment of monies owed him-
January 23, 1837

advertises Revere House- April 14, 1870

advertises Revere House-November 15, 1871

advertises rooms for rent in new block of buildings —
February 17, 1857

advertises seven tenements for rent-June 28, 1837....9

advertises Springfield Hotel west of State House-April

advertises Springfield Hotel-December 31, 1839.... 11
advertises Tinsley Property for sale or rent — February

allowed to run hand cart from his hotel to C. & A. depot
— April 2, 1867

and Daniel M. Jackson dissolve
partnership— July 16, 1852

and Daniel M. Jackson reopen City Hotel— October 23,

birth May 21, 1806

boot and shoemaker in St. Louis-1832.

borrows money-July 7, 1834

builds new building for City Hotel — June 3, 1847.. 19

builds three story brick hotel across from Chenery
House —August 29, 1856

builds three story brick hotel across from Chenery
House —January 29, 1857

buys Indian Queen Hotel-March 30, 1839

City Hotel advertises 148 pound pumpkin-October 16,

City Hotel advertises lithographs-December 25, 1840
13

creditors sale of real property — May 20, 1858

death-May 4, 1877

deeds land for Railroad Depot on Third Street tracks —
June 12, 1851

endorses ague bitters — May 7, 1860 .

enlarges City Hotel - 1854

final advertisement of boot and shoe shop-June
25,1836

goes Werst to Ohio and Rochester, Illinois-1832

holds 27

insurance correspondence — 1845

joins Second Presbyterian Church — May 6, 1866... 55

lots to be sold to pay for removal of nuisance from lots
-March 7, 1850

manager of American House in St. Louis -September,

.28

marries Elizabeth Newman-February 1834

mistakenly identified as person in police court —
February 1, 1864 .54

mother leaves him with uncle-1811

shoemaker shop-1832
moves to Springfield, Illinois-April -1833 .. .
Old Tavern mistakenly said to be site of cholera — May

opens boot and shoe shop in Springfield, Illinois-
October-1833

opens City Hotel at 4" and Washington-July 24, 1840

12

opens Springfield Hotel on Square in Springfield,
Illinois-January 1837

proprietor City Hotel-1860

purchases lots from Samuel Stover — May 31, 185030

said to be shoemaker in 1850 census

selling 200,000 bricks - December 19, 1855
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sells City Hotel to John W. Chenery — August 1855
38
sells part of lot to William Florville -February 23, 1836
6
sheriff sale of real property — April 4, 1857
stops in St. Louis on way back east-1832
trustee of building committee for Second Presbyterian
church — January 1871
William Todd falls into cistern on Joel’s property —
January 1864
Joel marries Elizabeth T. Campbell — January 5, 1853 ..33
Joel represented by Abraham Lincoln- March 3, 1852 ..32
John
son of Joel Johnson
Laura
Abraham Lincoln Interment Observor-September 26,

Johnson’s City Hotel
burns — January 28, 1847
Kilmiste Family
performs vocal concert at City Hotel — May 24, 1852 ...32
Koch
Augustus
perspective drawing of Springfield-1872
Lincoln
Abraham
and family move to Chenery House — February 9, 1861
50
moves office to Johnson’s Building — December 29,

represents Joel Johnson - March 3, 185
to meet public in office in Joel Johnson’s Building —
February 6, 1861
Lord & Barrell, Drs.
advertise offices in Johnson’s building — February 21,
1867 57
Matheny
James H.
attends Temperance Association supper at City Hotel
— December 29, 1853
Newman
Elizabeth

marries Johnson, Joel-February 1834
Nicolay
John G.
writes of Lincoln offices in Johnson’s Building —
January 6, 1861
writes of move of Lincoln offices to Johnson’s
Building — December 29, 1860
Origin of Adults
Tllinois
Johnson, Edward S
Kentucky
Johnson, Elizabeth
Palace Hotel
history 80
history of ownership
purchased by Block, David J.-January 1, 1883
Railroad Depot
on Third Street tracks — May 15, 1851
Revere House
advertised-November 15, 1871
described July 10, 1869...
described-January 1, 1876
described-November 15, 1871
Ruger
Albert
perspective drawing of Springfield-1867
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map-1884
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map-1890
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map-1896
Springfield Drawing
1872 Augutus Koch Bird’s Eye View of Springfield.... 63
Springfield Hotels
described — December 31, 1856
described by traveler to New York Tribune — November 4,
1852 33
Springfield map-1854
Temperance Association
has supper at City Hotel — December 29, 1853
Yeates
Lafayette, Dr.
oculists at City Hotel — November 30, 1853
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