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A familiar face will return to Spring-

field for the 2014 Banquet.  Dr. Tho-

mas F. Schwartz will be the banquet 

speaker on Wednesday, February 12, 

2014.  His address is entitled, 

ñEverything is darkness and doubt 

and discouragementò: Lincoln and 

the Election of 1864.  

 

Tom worked in special collections at 

the Illinois State Historical Library, 

now the Abraham Lincoln Presiden-

tial Library, from 1985 to 2011.  He 

was Illinois State Historian from 

1993 to 2011 and Director of Re-

search and Collections at the Abra-

ham Lincoln Presidential Library 

and Museum from 2005 to 2011.  He 

is currently the director of the Her-

bert Hoover Presidential Library-

Museum in West Branch, Iowa. 

 

Please join in giving Tom a wel-

come worthy of his many past ser-

vices to the ALA.  See page 9 for 

making your reservations.  Be 

prompt as this will likely sell out at 

an early date. 

Thomas F. Schwartz 
2014 BANQUET SPEAKER 

 

The following is the memorial speech 

given by Robert J. Davis at Oak Ridge 

Cemetery on November 2, 2013. 

 

By Robert J. Davis 
Historical Interpreter and Re-enactor  

29th Inf. Reg. USCT and  

ALA Board Member 

 

Pvt. Lewis Martin and  

His Regimental History 

 
One hundred and two years after the 

death of Pvt. Lewis Martin, historians 

took notice of his life when a photo-

graph of this Civil War soldier was 

discovered in his pension file. The 

image is haunting: a young, bare-

chested, African American man, 

wearing a beaded necklace, but miss-

ing an arm and a leg, looks with sad 

eyes, directly into the camera. It is a 

powerful symbol of the Civil War, 

and the sacrifices made by African 

Americans in battle.  The imageôs 

discovery sparked an interest in Pvt. 

Martinôs life.  Yet very little was 

known about this young soldier, who  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

was immortalized, by one small but 

iconic photograph.  Then in 2012, it 

was discovered that, after the war, 

Lewis Martin had lived and died in 

Springfield, Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This commemorative service is in 

honor of Pvt. Martin who, since his 

death in 1892, has been buried in this 

unmarked grave here at Oak Ridge 

Cemetery a short distance from the  

  (Continued on page 3) 

Dr. Thomas F. Schwartz 
Director of the Herbert Hoover  

Presidential Library-Museum 

Lewis Martin Grave Marker Dedicated 

Participating in the ALA wreath laying ceremony at the dedication of the 
Lewis Martin grave marker were from right to left, Robert J. Davis, Mary 
F. Shepherd, Kathryn M. Harris, and James W. Patton III. 



Gettysburg: The Last Invasion 

by Allen C. Guelzo 

Published by Knopf;  

First Edition (May 14, 2013), 656 pages. 

 
Reviewed by William G. Shepherd 

ALA Board Member and  

Membership Chairman 

 

You will recall that Lincoln scholars of a 

past era asked ñwhether the Abraham Lin-

coln theme had been exhausted?ò  Of 

course the answer was an emphatic ñnoò 

as evidenced by the prodigious prolifera-

tion of insightful Abraham Lincoln biogra-

phies in recent years. 

 

Similarly the same type of question gets 

asked when a new book is published on 

the Battle of Gettysburg.  Of course, the 

answer is also an emphatic ñnoò ð the 

Gettysburg theme is not exhausted.  Thou-

sands of books and scholarly articles have 

been written about the Gettysburg Cam-

paign, usually narrowed down to one or 

two aspects of the three-day battle.  And 

ñGettysburgò even has its own eponymous 

magazine wherein authors and writers 

contribute new insights and interpretations 

of the epic battle. 

 

Perhaps I am not the only ALA member 

who was surprised to learn that Allen C. 

Guelzo had written Gettysburg: The Last  

 

Invasion.  After all, Dr. Guelzo had al-

ready written a number of extraordinary 

tomes about Abraham Lincoln, but never 

until now published a full-length treatment 

of a Civil War battle or campaign.  And 

his first try at this was not just any battle 

or campaign, but he was taking on Gettys-

burg, perhaps the most complex and con-

troversial (Stuart, Ewell, Sickles, to name 

a few) military engagement of the Civil 

War. 

 

And it should be noted that very few au-

thors write a full treatment of the Gettys-

burg Campaign in one volume.  Stephen 

Sears and Noah Andre Trudeau have done 

so in the recent past, while Edwin Cod-

dington offered up his magisterial book 

The Gettysburg Campaign: A Study in 

Command in 1968. 

 

So itôs all the more impressive that Dr. 

Guelzoôs new book adds new insight and 

interpretations to the Gettysburg story.  Of 

course, anyone familiar with the Guelzo 

oeuvre knows that he is an exceptional 

writer, the type of writer who invites the 

reader along for the ride, seemingly to live 

in the historical moment captured in his 

books.  And the Guelzonian latitude of 

analysis based on his historical study is 

indeed quite broad in this book.  For ex-

ample, General Robert E. Leeôs decision 

to order General Pickettôs  frontal assault 

on July 3rd is put into the context of what 

Lee probably was thinking when he or-

dered Longstreet to commence the charge.  

As Guelzo explains on pages 382-383 of 

his book, Lee had a rational basis to think 

ñPickettôs Chargeò could succeed.  The 

successful charges across open fields at 

the Battle of Alma in the Crimean War 

and the Battle of Solferino in Italy pre-

ceded Gettysburg by only a few years.  

 

Most scholars or devotees of the Gettys-

burg Campaign do have a favorite charac-

ter or hero they celebrate.  Guelzo offers 

up a few underappreciated combatants 

such as Union General George Sears ñOld 

Pappyò Greene.  ñOld Pappyò recalled the 

recent debacle at Chancellorsville and 

ordered his troops to dig in and prepare 

abatis type fortifications on Culpôs Hill; 

Greeneôs decision to do this likely saved 

the Union hook of the ñfishhookò defen-

sive line.  Similarly, Union commanders 

such as Strong Vincent and Samuel Car-

roll each made decisions in the heat of the 

battle that saved the Union flanks just in 

the nick of time.  And Guelzo gives John 

Buford his due as the master tactician de-

fending the ridges west of Gettysburg until 

John Reynoldsôs First Corps arrived just in 

time to impede the Confederate advance. 

 

The sesquicentennial of the Battle of Get-

tysburg brought forth a number of com-

mendable books, articles and conferences 

on the battle.  Gettysburg: The Last Inva-

sion will now take its rightful place as the 

preeminent  touchstone of that battle. 

Book Review 

Gettysburg: The Last Invasion 
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Endowment Fund 
 

Please consider a 2013 year-end gift to the Abraham Lincoln Association Endowment Fund.  Continued growth of 

this fund allows the ALA to provide support for traditional as well as new projects.  This yearôs income from the fund 

has allowed the ALA to make grants to the Papers of Abraham Lincoln and to Oak Ridge Cemetery Foundationôs 

Restore the Lincoln Gate at Oak Ridge Cemetery Project. 
 

Send your check made payable to the Abraham Lincoln Association Endowment Fund to: 
 

The Abraham Lincoln Association 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Allen C. Guelzo 
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By Tim Townsend 
Historian 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site in-

vites the public to attend the George L. 

Painter Looking for Lincoln Lectures on 

Wednesday, February 12, 2014 at 8:30 

a.m. at the Lincoln Home Visitor Center, 

426 South Seventh Street, Springfield, 

Illinois.  The Visitor Center will open at 

8:00 A.M. 

This year, three lectures will provide in-

sight into the historic importance of educa-

tion in our communities.  The presenta-

tions will include information on archeo-

logical excavations at the Jameson Jenkins 

lot, relating to pre-Civil War education in 

Springfield; updates on excavations at his-

toric New Philadelphia, including recent 

efforts to locate the town school site; and, 

insights into Lincoln Home neighbor and 

Springfield resident Julius Rosenwald and 

his efforts to provide quality education 

throughout the segregated south through 

what came to be called ñRosenwald 

Schools.ò 

 

Anyone wishing to obtain further informa-

tion regarding the Lectures is welcome to 

visit http://www.nps.gov/liho/

historyculture/painter-lectures.htm or con-

tact Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

at 217-391-3241. 

 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

George L. Painter Looking for Lincoln Lectures 

Lincoln and Education 

New Editors of the Journal of the ALA 

Augustus Saint-Gaudensõ Lincoln the Man 
Lincoln Park, Chicago. 

 

Photograph by Kate Shepherd. 

 

tomb of his Commander in Chief -- that 

great man -- Abraham Lincoln. 

 

Pvt. Martin, while living in Upper Alton, 

Illinois, joined the Union Army on Feb-

ruary 9, 1864.  He mustered into the Illi-

nois 29th Infantry United States Colored 

Troops (USCT) two and a half months 

later at Quincy, Illinois, where his regi-

ment was organized.   Following the War 

Departmentôs General Orders #8 and #9, 

the regiment was attached to the Army of 

the Potomac, 9th Army Corps, 4th Divi-

sion, 2nd Brigade; and later the Army of 

the James, 25th Army Corps, 2nd Divi-

sion, 3rd Brigade.   

 

Pvt. Martinôs first combat experience 

was in ñskirmishes near Chancellorsville, 

VA, as part of General Grantôs James 

River Campaign.  Casualties were minor.  

Then on July 30, 1864 in Petersburg, 

Virginia, the regiment -- a unit of the all-

black 4th Division, Army of the Potomac  

-- participated in one of the warôs most 

fierce and ferocious fights, the ñBattle of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Crater.ò  During this vicious, bloody 

battle, Pvt. Martin was severely 

wounded.   His wounds resulted in am-

putations of his right arm above the el-

bow and left leg below the knee.    

 

In that same fight, his highly respected 

regimental leader, Lieutenant Colonel 

John A. Bross, was killed.  After 5 color 

bearers had fallen, Lt. Col. Bross 

grabbed their flag, planted it on the para-

pet, drew his sword, took his hat in his 

hand, and cried ñForward my brave 

boys.ò Shortly thereafter, he was shot 

and killed. 

 

On August 9, 1864, Pvt. Martin was 

transferred from the field to LôOuverture 

Hospital in Alexandria, Virginia. While 

he convalesced, the 29th was engaged in 

more combat.  There was fighting along 

the Weldon Railroad, skirmishes near 

Popular Grove Church, intense fighting 

near Boydton Plank Road and around 

Hatcherôs Run.   Then there was more 

fighting again along the Weldon Rail-

road.  ñOn April 2, 1865 the regiment 

participated in the attack on Battery 45, 

the last Confederate works defending 

Petersburg.ò  The next day the 29th 

marched into Petersburg as part of the 

triumphant Union Armies.  Then on 

April 9, 1865 the 29th participated in the 

final fight that led to Leeôs surrender of 

his Army of Northern Virginia to Gen-

eral Grant at Appomattox Court House, 

Virginia. 

 

Official records show that Pvt. Martin 

was honorably discharged due to his dis-

abilities and, although absent from the 

ceremony, was mustered out of military 

service on November 6, 1865 along with 

his regiment then stationed in Browns-

ville, Texas.  The unveiling of this head-

stone and memorial marker celebrates 

and memorializes his service and those 

along whose side he served. 

 

I would like to invite my Co-chair, Kathy 

Heyworth, who discovered that Lewis 

Martin is buried here at Oak Ridge 

Cemetery, to stand with me in our un-

veiling of the headstone and memorial 

marker for Pvt.  Martin.  In so doing, 

Kathy and I would like to express our 

sincere gratitude and say ñthank youò to 

all who contributed and supported this 

effort.  We would not be standing here 

today, honoring this true American hero, 

who sacrificed so much, were it not for 

your kind generosity.   

 

Thank you! 

(Continued from page 1) 

A memorial salute was given by the 114th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, Reactivated. 

Photograph of Private Lewis Martin found in his 
pension file at the National Archives. 

http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/painter-lectures.htm
http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/painter-lectures.htm

